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PREFACE. 



The design of this volume is to aire fin account of the most im- 
portant and interestine events relating to the history of the State of 
New York, from its settlement to the present time, with geographical 



descriptions, illustrated by numerous engravings. In preparing the 
first edition of this work, the author was assisted by Mr. Henry 
Howe, the author of the Historical Collections of Virginia and Ohio. 
The first edition of this work was published ten years since. Sev- 
eral editions have been issued sbice that period ; the most recent was 
by Messrs. H. & E. Phjnney, of Cooperstown, in 1846. This was 
a condensed, work from previous editions, and left out much dry 
detail, which could be found in several other works published in the 
State. The present edition is a reprint from the last, with the ad- 
dition of valuable matter, and statistical information brought down to 
the present time. 

In collecting i.he materials and preparing them for publication, and 
in making the drawing.-! for the engravings, each of the compilers of 
the original work spent more than a year of close and laborious appli- 
cation. They visited every part of the state, and besides travelling 
thousands of miles in the public conveyances, journeyed many hun- 
dreds on foot. 

Although conscious of having used every effort which could be rea- 
sonably expected, in order to have the work accurate in every respect, 
yet experience has taught us not to claim an entire exemption from 
those imperfections ever attendant on works of this kind. Travellers, 
in giving accounts of foreign countries, their history, &.C., may make 
statements at random, which may pass for truth when there is no one 
at hand able to correct their errors. This volume will come before 
many persons, who, on some subject? introduced, have better means 
of information than the compilers of the original work. A certain 
writer defines history to bo merely " an approximation towards truth." 
Although this humiliating statement will not be allowed to its full ex- 
tent, yet, when the imperfection of every thing human is considered, 
it must be confessed to have some foundation in truth. 

In the prosecution of this work, the compiler has availed himself of 
the labors of those who have preceded him. The historian of neoessi- 
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ty derives his information from others. It will be observed that quo- 
tations have been made, from a greal variety of. publications, to which, 
in most instance-, credit has been given. It was thought advisable to 
have each author give his testimony in Ins own words, irotn which the 
reader can draw his own inferences. Truth ought always to be pre- 
ferred before elegance of language. In die geographical department, 
mnch information has been derived from .Spafford's and Gordon's 
Gazetteers. Spaiford may be considered as the pioneer in furnishing 
geographical descriptions of the slate ; his first. Gazetteer was published 
in 1813, the second in 1824. The Gazetteer by Mr. Gordon,, an able 
work of 800 closely printed octavo pages, was published in 1836. A 
valuable, though smaller work of the same kind, was published by 
Mr. DistumeU in 1842. 

The numerous engravings interspersed throughout this volume, 
were, with few exceptions, copied from original drawings taken on the 
spot. The principal objecl was to give faithi'til representations, rather 
than picturesque views, or beautiful specimens of art. Before decid- 
ing that any of these representations are incorrect, our readers should 
consider that the appearance of any place will be materially altered by 
viewing it from different points of observation. In order to form an 
entirely correct judgment, it will be necessary to stand on the spot from 
whence the drawing was taken. 

J. W. B. 
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Spoueer, 338. 


Varick, 330. 


Frattsburg, 333. 


Sandy Hill, 350. 


Springfield, 281. 


Vrnivi'. ,>:<. 


Prattoville, 109. 


Sangerfield, 227. 


Springport, 59. 


Vmirni, ±27. 


Preble, 80. 


Saranae, 72. 


Spring water, 135. 


Verona. ±17. 


Preston, 71. 


Saratoga, 310. 


Stamford, 81. 


Vhm'.. 51,. 


Princeton, 332. 


Sardinia, 88. 


Stafford, 107. 


Vci.Tan. (iV. 


Providence, 309. 


Saratoga. Co., 309. 


Stanford, 84. 


V„:i„ ; . 2.1i!. 


Pulaski, 280. 


Saratoga Springs,310. 


Stark, 112. 


Victory, 59. 


PulteneT, 332. 


Saugerties, 341. 


Starker, 367. 


Vienna, 262, 327. 


Putnam' Co., 287. 


Savannah, 354 


Stephentown, 294. 


Viilcnova, 65. 


Putnam Valley, 387. 


Sawpits, 365. 


Sterling, 59. 


VirjrLl, 80. 


Putnam, 348. 


Scared ale, 356. 


Steuben, 227. 


Volney, 276. 




Scliaghticoke, 294. 


Steuben Co., 332. 




Queensbury, 344. 




Stillwater, 315. 


Walden, 267. 


UuEENB Co., 290. 


322. 


St. Lawrence Co., 






Schenectady, 323. 


304. 


Walkill, 262. 


Ramapo, 300. 


Schoharie, 329. 


Stockbridge, 140. 


Walton, 81. 


Randolph, 64. 


SCHOHARIE Co., 328. 


Stockholm, 304. 


Walworth, 364. 


Reading, 332 


Schodac, 394. 


Stockport, 76. 


Warren, 112. 


Redfield, 276. 


Schroon, 95. 


St.jcklon. 1)5. 


Warren Co., 344. 


Redbook, 84. 


Sehroeppel, 276. 


Stratford, 102. 


Warrensburg, 344 


Remseu, 327. 


Schuyler, 112. 


Stnvvesant, 76. 


Warsaw, 3fiil. 


RensselaekCo.,294. 


Schuylerville, 310. 


Suffolk Co., 333. 


Warwick, 262. 


Rensselaorville, 45. 


Scio, 53. 


Stillivai), 140. 


Washington, 84. 


Rhinebeck, 84. 


Scipio, 59. 


Sullivan Co., 337. 


Washington Co.,348. 


Ridge way, 275. 


Scott, 80. 


Summer Hill, 59. 


Wateiford, 321. 


Richfield, 281. 


Scriba, 276. 


Summit, 329. 


Waterloo, 330. 


Richford, 338. 


Sempronius, 59. 


Sivcdi'ji, 1-13. 


Watertown, 117. 


Richland, 276. 


Seneca, 256. 


Syracuse, 244, 


Watervlict, 45. 


Richmond, 256. 


Seneca Co., 330. 




Walson, 134. 


Richmond Co., 299. 


Seneca Falls, 330. 


Taghkanic, 76. 


Wawarsing, 341. 


Riga, 143. 


Sennet, 59. 


Tappim, 302. 


Wayne, 333. 


Riploy, 65. 


Seward, 329. 


Turrytown, 358. 


Wayne Co., 354. 


Riverhead, 335. 


^I'tniikct. 335. 


Thompson, 337. 


Webster, 143. 


Rochester, 341, 143. 


Shandaken, 341. 


Ticonderoga, 95. 


Weeiisporl:. 63. 


Rockland, 337. 


Sharon, 322. 


Tioga, 338. 


Wells, 112. 


Rockj.and Co., 300. 


Shawnngunk, 341. 
Shelby, 275. 


Tior.A Co., 338. 


West Almond, 53. 


Rodman, 116. 


Tompkins, 81. 


West Bloomfiold, 256. 


Rome, 227. 


Shelter Island, 333. 




Wertfield, 67. 


Romulus, 330. 


Sheldon, 366. 


Tonawanda, 94. 


West Monroe, 276. 


Rondout, 342. 


Sherburne, 71. 


Trenton. 227. 


West Point, 267. 


Root, 14G. 


Sheridan, 65. 


Triangle, 56. 


Westchester, 356. 


Rossio, 304. 


SliLTmrLii, l>5, 


Troup.-bnr^. 332. 


Westchester Co., 


Rose, 354. 


Sidney, 81. 


Troy, 294. 


356. 


Rotterdam, 322. 


Sing Sing, 360. 


Trumansburg, 340. 


Walurlo, 45. 


Rosinirv, i; '■ 


Skaneateles, 251. 


Truxtoii, 80. 


\V,. S rfm, 2(27. 


RovaUou, 215, 


Sleepy Hollow, 360. 


Tu"v. -i-W. 


Wwlficlri. fifi. 


Rn,l). in. 


Smithfield, 140. 


Tu'ii. 134. 


Wcstford, 281. 


Rnshford, 53. 


Smithtown, 333. 


Tvrc, :i:.t!i. 


Westmoreland, 227. 


li:-„=.:,l. :il)-l. 


Smithyille, 71. 


Tyrone, 332. 


Westport, 95. 


R.jHsia, 112. 


>!iur'M, 71. 




West Troy, 52. 


Itmhini!. 116. 


Sofl'nj, li.'i;. 


Ui.bteb Co., 341. 


West Turin, 134 


Rye, 356. 


Solon, 80. 


Ulsterville, 343. 


Weetville, 100. 




Seniors, 356. 


Ulysses, 340. 


Wethers-field, 366. 
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Wheeler, 333. 
White Creek, 348. 
■Whitehall, 348. 
White Plains, 356. 
Whitesborough, 933. 
Whitestov™, 221. 
Willet, 80. 



Wiliiaj 
Willrai 



cou'NTt us, 'jxnvjssmi's, villages. 



Windham, 10a. 
Wiritisur. .'.f.i. 
WiiiCelii, lli>. 
Wirt, 53. 

Wolcolt. 3.11. 

Wmnihiiii. :m. 

Woodstouk, 341. 
Worcester, 281. 
I Wyoming, 3(1(1. 



Willsborough, 95. 

Wilmington, 35, 
VVihmirl, .112. 
WT.iin. .US. 
Wiinon, ;;l."!. 



Vales, 975. 
YiTEB Co., 3G7, 
V" onbw, a 65. 
Yorii, 135. 
Yorkshire, 64. 
Yoiktnwn, 35ti. 
Yonngstown, 234. 



POPULATION" OF COUNTIES, ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS OF 1850, 



AND POPULATION C 



E COUNTIES IK I 



doHipih/l from off'ciol ■/tf:irus in the ojjirr. of the fi/'c rr-.'nr ]i of Bi 



Ca'.'.ara.igus 80.169... 

Cayiigu 49,663... 

Chautauqua 4fl,S4S.., 

Chemung 2!i,tifitf.., 

































.... 37,484. 











Mi>n!t<r>mory 29.648 .. 

Kcw York ....871,103... 

fiiagara 84,660... 



f?s.^;o 



v '■ ■ - . 

Otwogo 



fiS.227... 67,16-1 

. 26.M3 28,464 

. 48.41 1 62,150 

. 60.609.. 48,746 

. 18.268. 14,131 



III I -•, Urr. 

Kicl.niMid ... 
II m ki.1-11! ... 



I1.84W... 



1S,B7*.' . 15,066 

. 18.741 16,965 



St. Lawrence... 



.-..:;:.( 



:,!.'■ 



68,634 



. 6S,7i 



84,579... 

Snllivan.... 18,727 26.090 

Tinga 2B,466 25,384 

Tompkins 88.luS , 88,749 

Ulster 48,907 59,108 

Warren M.UUS 17,159 

Waanjnfrton 40,634 .. 44,751 

Wayne 4a,615 44,967 

Westclioatur 47.578.. 56,267 

Wyoming 27,J!06 . ..... 82,128 

YatBS.... 110,777 20,590 

Total 2,600,374 3,098,818 
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Abercrombie, Gen., defeat of, 

Allen, Indiai 

Amsterdam, rVicinv, in 1CJ.9-, 

Andre, caking of, 

Andre, execution of, . 

Am-'tjdfjii.'s, ludicrous, 

Ararat, city of, . 

Arnold the trait.i:', anecdote of, 

Aslor House, 

Backus, Azel, D. D., epitaph, 
Ballad, oh Die destruction of J: 

Bnllery mid Castle Garden, 
13ln.uk Reck, attack on, . 
Bowuo Mansion House, 
Boyd, Lieutenant, horrible death 
Brook, Sir James, dentil of, 
Brant, Joseph, notice of, . 
Bread, scarcity of, 
Bridgc-wafer, battle of, 
British officer-, description of, 
Brown, Colonel, notice of, . 
Tim-inn iif, surrender of, 
Butler, Walter, death of, . 

Cannes Falls, . 

Canfijolinric , invasion of, . 

Caiolinc, burning of, . 

( 'arlliaLfi- H ridge, 

Cnlskill Mountain House, . 

i I ;■, off Bridge, 

Census, _\"ew York city, . 

Census of counties, . 

('iuliiuque [;as springs, 

Cnemnng. battle of, . 

Chimney Point Gulf, 

Cliureh, ancient, at Caughnawaga, 

Cliureh, ancient, Albany, . 

Churches, number of in N. York, 

Cholera in Now York, . 

Chipj.ic.vi!, brittle of, . 

Cherry Vnlliiv, desl motion of. 

City Hall, Now York, . 

Clinliiri, Georni-. nolice of. 

Clinton. |.) K Wilt, not; ce. of. 

Cobleskill, attack ou, 

Coldeu, Governor, effigy of, 

Colden, Cadwallader, notice of, . 

Cornbury, lord, notice of, 

Crown Point, 

Croton Aqueduct, 

Customhouse, . 



Diploma for the Indians, . 

Dobb's Fony, . 

Dodd, "Rev. Betlniel, ejjitupli, 

Dutch, ancient, church, 

Dutch church at Caughnawaga, 



Fire, great, in New York, 1770, 
Fire, great, in New York, 1835. 

five ^Mitions. invade Candida, 

Fort. F.rie. assault on, 

Fort Kric, sortie of, . 

Fort I'lain, block- house., . 

Fox, George, notice, of, 

F razor. General, dca'.h of, 

French colony, account of, 

Frederic, Fort, notice of, . 

Fulton, Robert, notice of, . . . 209 

Gardner, I. yon, notice of, . 

Conesco Frills, . 

GJeims Fails, 

Cray, Cornel, death of, . 

Grander, Gideon, epitaph,. 

Greig, Cajit, remarkable |i reservation of, 2'il 

Gothic or Temperance Hail, . . 198 

Harpers, WilSiam and John, adven- 



Hale, Captain Nathan, notice of, 
[falls of Justice, 
Harlaem Tunnel, . 
Hamilton, Alexander, notice of, 
Hamilton College, 
Hr.n Yei-ry, anecdote of, . 
Herkimer, General, notice of, 
[ferkiiner, burning of, 
ifendrjek. King, notice of, 
Hornby Lodge, . 
Jioiinnd Land Company's Oflici 
Howe, Lord, death of, 
Hudson River discovered, . 

fiidiaos. natives, 



S3 Jay, John, LL. D., notice of, 

S). 1 ) Johnson Hall. . 

!2lh"> Johnson, Sir William, notiec of. 

J Hd Joiinson, t<ir Guy, resilience of, 
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K:;l(i"3 llcii>-l:K Alban,-, 
K ; dd. William, the pirate, 
'Kirllmui. lie,-. Mr., notice 



lio.^cui^o, notice of, . . 

Lake George, battle of, 
Iii"-, Ami, notice of, . 
Letter, tii Liny mo us, N'ewbnr; 
rjivinjfst.cn, I'hilip, notice of, 
Livifiijjdiii, William, noliiw t 
Livingston, 1) roc iiha.it 1st, . 
Liiiilcsay, Mr., notice i>f, . 
Long Island, battle of, ■ 

Long Island, llCCilllllt of, . 

Landy's Lane, battle of, . 



.,leigs, (..'tiltnn^, cupoditiiiii of, 
Mtiiiawk Ctislles, tiiking of, 
Montgomery, General, notice 
Moi.tank Point, view of, . 
Montour, Catharine, notice of, . 
Morris, CoLivcrneur, notice of 

Navy Yard, Brooklyn, 

Negro plot, 

New York, evacnatio-L of. . 

No.iv York in 1800, . 

Now York University, 

New York Dead and Handi Asylum, 

Newspapers, ancient: e\ tracts from, . 

Niagara Fulls, view of, 

Ninirurn. Port, account of, . 

Norton, Sell. M., epitaph, . 

Officers, Dutch names of, . 
Ogdensburg, attack on, 
Oneida Institute, view of, . 
Onondagas, account of, 

Onondai'ii, French colony at, 
year 1656, . 

Oriskaay, battle of, . 
Osivcjo, attack on, . 
Oswu.50 Foil, surrender of, 

Painted Post, the history of, 

Palatinates, settlement of, . 
Patroons, notice of, , 

I'aa'.dme, .'Mill, notice of, . 
l'eekskill, incursion into, . 
Penitentiary, Rlaekwell's lalan 
Phelps ami Gorham's surveys, 
Phelps. 1 Inn. Oliver, epitaph, 
Pike, Gen. Z. M., death of, 
Plattsburg, battle of, . 
Pompf,, ancient remains at, 
Portage falls, view of, 
I'lison at Aulllim, 
I'lUen ship!', revolutionary, 



Queenstown Heights, battle of, . 

Red Jacket, notice of, 

lied Jacket, conference v.'Uh, . 
Rensselaer, manor of, 
Rensselaer, Hon. Stephen, notice of 
Revolutionary incidents in New Y01 
Rivington press destroyed, . 
Robinson House, the, 
Royalists eseoulcd at Kingston, 



ft Snug Harbor, 

Schlesser Landing, view of, 
Schuyler, Honyost, stratagem of, 
Schuyler, General Philip, notice or, 
Schuyler Mansion House, . 
SclaiiH-evaiiv. '.e-; ii a.' lii:n of, 
Schoharie, Foil, attack on, 



a Mies 



>of, . 

it New Lcbau 



S:,:;|;.,i- 



Sing Sing Pri 
Skeene, Major, royalii 
Skomindnah, epitaph, 
Skenaiuioa, notice of. 
Sleepy Hollow, ... 
Standard, first, taken in last war 
Stadt Huye in 1643, . 
Stnyvesanl, Governor, notice of, 
Sterling, Lord, notice of, . 
Stan, : " 



battle a 



rii.-Nbcn, I 

Stillwater, 

Steamboat, Fulton, first Amerii 

Stony Point, storming of, . 

Tammany Hall, New York, 

Ticomleroga, Fort, . 
Tieoiidcro<;a. ea.pl.11re of, liv Alb 
Tioonderoga, St. Clair's evar—' 
Trenton Falls, . 
Troy Female Seminary, . 
Tunnel at Portage, . 
Tnscarora Indians, . 

Union College, . 

Van Klcck House, . 

Van Rensselaer, S., notice 

Van Wort, Isaac, epii.'ipd, 

Wadsworth, James and Will 



Washington, Furl, capture of, . . ; 
W a shin ^1.0 a inaniniralcd, . . . i 
Washington's head-q natters, Newbury, '. 
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West Point Academy, 
West Point, ancient view of, 
White, Hugh, notice of, . 
Whits, Hugh, epitaph, 
White Plains, battle of, . 
Williams, Rev. Mr., capture of, . 

Will'.:! MIS!,!!, Uiipi.i:il); liVsl Ki-tl.lrr 



f Wilkinson. Jemima, " the Uniraisal 

2 Friend," . 3 

1 William Henry, Fort, capture of, . 3 

I Yellow Fever in New York, . . 1 

i York Island, military movements on, 1 

York, U. C, attack on, . 1 

I Young, Major G. D-, notice of, . . 1 
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ftemr.rkablc luJiliiio:.t of a dream, . 3 
Death uf the Oneida, guide, . . 3 
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Deception on Sir James Yeo, . , 3 



'David Willie:]]? captor of Andre, . 3 
Kxcculio'i of a deserter. . . . S 

ngup of l he Si io ni FriKaie l.'iilton. :.. 
I Murder of Robert Barber, . . I 

I. Capture of the Aitiisutd, . . ■ 



ction of Morgan, . . . .' 

J : C'iiiilicgi!i(itui of the Fiiomix, . . ; 

J Wreck of the Mexico, . I 

i Account of Jus. Smith i;i;d Moi'tuonism, : 
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TOWNSHIPS KF.CBNTLY ORGANIZED. 



Townships, 




Townships. 


Counties. 


Ashland, 


Greene. 


New Bremen, 


Lewis. 


('i.llJtCOOll. 


Sullivan. 


North Dausville 


Livingston. 


Cape Vincent, 


Jefferson. 


North Hudson, 


'RsSi":X. 


Carrolton, 


Cattaraugus. 


North Norwich, 


Chenango. 


Chester, 


Orange. 


Poeston Kill, 


Rennselaer. 


East Fishkill, 


Dutchess. 


Rice, 


Cattaraugus. 


Genessee Falls 


Allegany. 


Rosendale, 


Ulster. 


Hartford, 


Cortland t. 


Schuyler Falls, 


Clinton. 


Jewett, 


Greene. 


South Valley, 


Cattaraugus. 


La Pier, 


Cortlandt. 


West Farms, 


West Chester 


Lloyd, 


Ulster. 


West Sparta, 


Livingston, 


Macomb, 


St. Lawrence. 


Worth, 


Jefferson. 


Maine, 


Broome. 
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NEW YORK. 



OUTLINE HISTORY. 



There is reason to believe that the first Europeans who landed on 
the soil of New York, wore the crew of a French vessel under the 
command of John de Verrazzano, a. Florentine, in the service of 
Francis I., of France. " Verrazzano had been for some time intrusted 
with the command of four ships, in cruising against the Spaniards. 
Those vessels being separated in a storm, the commander resolved 
with one of them, the .Dn-HjihinAo undertake a. voyage for the purpose 
of discovering new countries." About the middle of March, 1524, 
he arrived on the American coast near Wilmington, N. C. From 
this point he proceeded as far south as Georgia. He then turned 
and proceeded north ward, until ho came to about, the latitude of 41° 
north, where he entered a harbor, which, from his description, is 
believed to he that of New York.* 

It appears from Verrazzaiio's account, that he slaved in the harbor 
about fifteen days. It seems he had much intercourse with the natives 
of the country. "They came on board his ship frequency, and without 
reserve; traded with him freely for such articles as ho needed, and 

fnerally attended his men, in greater or smaller numbers, whenever 
ey went on shore." tie sailed from the harbor on the 5th of May, 
and proceeded as far north as the coast of Labrador ; from thence 
he sailed for France, where he arrived in July. In a letter to the 
king, he gave an account of his voyage, giving (he name of New 
France to the country he visited. As his voyage neither produced 
nor promised any addition to (he revenues of France, his discoveries 
were not pursued, and even the memory of it was almost forgotten. 
It is supposed that Verrazzano, in a subsequent voyage, was cut to 
pieces and devoured by the savages. 

In 1607, a London company fitted out a ship under the command 
of Henry Hudson, for the purpose of discovering a northwestern 
passage "to the East Indies. This voyage, and another the next year 

- An account of ;hi* vny.ijje, ™ivc:!i in ;: it tier to (lie i'rtrn:li k'rv.r, is found in Richard 
* iklnvt's Voyupcs, Ntni.-niiutiB, ofc.c, ■n.iV.islir.-.l in [(K'M), in Loudon, in three vols, folio, 
is mblished in vol. i. of the Coll. of the Now York Hist. Soc 
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for the same purpose, both proving unsuccessful, the company sus- 
pended their patronage. Hudson then went to Holland, and entered 
into the service oi't.he celebrated Dutch Last India Company. This 
company fitted out a small ship, named Half Moon, under the com- 
mand of Hudson, with a crew it is said of twenty men, Dutch and 
English. Hudson left Amsterdam on the 4th, the Texel on the 6th 
of April, and arrived on the American coast on the 18th of July, 
lo'OU, near J. 'o rll and, in die slate of Maine. 

Pursuing his course southward, .Hudson came to Cape Cod. where 
he landed, about the 3d of August. After this, he sailed southward 
and. westward for one -and- twenty days, -'making remarks on the 
soundings and currents," until he came to the entrance of Chesapeak 
Bay, about the 24th of August. From this point, he returned north- 
ward along the coast, and on (he 28th discovered Delaware Bay 
During the six following days, Hudson pursued his northerly course, 
until, on the 3d of September. HiOU, he anchored within Sandy Hook, 

" The next day. the 4th of September, he sent a boat on shore for 
the purpose of fishing. The tradition is that his men first landed on 
Coney Island, which lies near to Long Island, and now makes a part 
of Kings county. On the same day the natives came on board his 
ship, as she lay at anchor, conducting themselves with great apparent 
friendliness, and discovering a strong disposition to barter the produce 
of their country for knives, bea.ds, clothes, and other articles of a 
similar kind. The next day, the 5th of September; Hudson again 
sent his boat on shore, for the purpose, as appears from the journal, 
of exploring and sounding the waters lying to the south, within Sandy 
Hook, and forming what is now called the Horse Shoe. Here the 
boat's crew landed and penetrated some distance into the woods, in 
what is now Monmouth county, in New Jersey. They were very 
well received by the natives, who presented them very kindly with 
what the journal calls -green tobacco,' and also with 'dried cur- 
rants ;' [these were probably whortleberries,] which are represented 
as having been found in great plenty, and of a very excellent quality. 

"On the 6th of September, Hudson sent a. boat manned with five 
hands to explore what appeared to be the mouth of a river, at the 
distance of about tour leagues from the ship. This was no doubt 
the strait between Long and Staten islands, generally called the 
Narrows. Here, the writer of the journal observes, ' a good depth 
of water was found;' and within, a large opening, and a narrow 
river to the west ; in which it is evident he refers to what is now 
called the Kills, or the channel between Bergen Neck and Staten 
Island. In exploring the bay and the adjacent waters, the boat's 
crew spent the whole day. On their way in returning to the ship 
towards night, they were attacked by the natives, in two canoes ; the 
one carrying fourteen men, and the other twelve. A skirmish ensued, 
in which one of Hudson's men, named John Column, was killed by 
an arrow, which struck him in the throat, and two more were 
wounded. The next day the remains of Colman were interred on a 
point of land not far from the shio, which from that circumstance 
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TORY. 15 

received the name of Colman's Point ; and which, probably, was the 
same that is now called Sandy Hook. 

"On the 8th, 9th and 10th days of September, Hudson still rode 
cautiously at anchor, without the Narrows, and seems to have been 
chiefly employed in trading with the natives, ami in guarding against 
any insidious attacks which might have been meditated, by them, and 
which he evidently feared. On the 11th, he sailed through the 
Narrows, and found, as the writer of the journal expresses it, ' a very 
good harbor for all winds.' On the 12th, he first entered the river 
which bears bis name, and sailed up about two leagues. On these 
two days the ship was visited by great numbers of the natives, who 
brought Indian corn, beans, tobacco, and oysters, in abundance, and 
exchanged them for such trifles as the ship's company were disposed 
to barter. They had pipes of ' yellow copper,' in which they 
smoked. They had also various ornaments of copper; and earthen 
pots, in which they dressed their meat. But, although they were 
1 civil,' as the writer of the journal tells us, and ' made show of love,' 
Hudson did not think proper to trust them ; and by no means would 
suffer any of them to remain on board during the night. 

"From the 12th to the 22d of September, Hudson was employed 
in ascending the river. The journal represents it in. general about a 
mile wide, and of a good depth, abounding with fish, among which 
were ' great store of salmons.' As he advanced, he found the land 
on both sides growing higher, until it became ' very mountainous.' 
This high land, it is observed, 'had many points ; the channel was 
narrow, and there were many eddy winds.' In his passage up the 
river, the natives frequently ea.me on board of bis ship, and sometimes 
in considerable numbers, but always in an amicable manner. 

" Hudson appears to have sailed up the river a little above where 
the city of Hudson now stands; and beyond that point, he himself 
never ascended. Not considering it as safe to proceed further with 
his ship, he sent a boat with five hands, (the mate, who had the 
command of the expedition, being one.) to explore and sound the river 
higher up. The boat proceeded eight or nine leagues beyond where 
the ship lay at anchor ; but finding the soundings extremely irregular, 
and the depth, in some places, not more than, seven feet, it was judged 
unadvisable to attempt any farther progress. It. is evident, from the 
whole account, that the boat went as far as where the city of Albany 
now stands. 

" It is worthy of notice, that the farther they went up the river, 
the more friendly and hospitable the natives appeared. After they 
had passed the highlands, the writer of the journal observes : ' There 
we found a very loving people, and very old men ; and were well 
used.' On the 18th of September, when the ship was lying about 
twenty-five or thirty miles below the present situation of Albany, 
' the mate,' it is farther observed, ' went on shore with an ola savage, 
a governor of the country, who took him to his" house and made him 
good cheer.' At this jila.ee the savages flocked on board the ship in 
considerable numbers, bringing with them corn, tobacco, pumpkins, 
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and grapes, and some of them beaver and otter skins, which they 
exchanged for hatchets, knives, head?, and other trifles. On the 20th 
of September, Hudson and his crew, for the purpose of making an 
experiment on the tempore!' the .Indians, attempted to make a number 
of their princijji.il men drunk. Iji.it though they 'were all merry,' 
as the journalist expresses it, only one of them appears to have been 
completely intoxicated. This phenomenon excited great surprise 
and alarm among his companions. They knew not what to make 
of it, and it was not until the next day, when he had completely re- 
covered, that they became composed. This, so far as we know, 
is the first instance of intoxication by ardent spirits, among the Indi- 
ans on this part of llie American continent. It is very remarkable that 
among the Six Nations there is a tradition, still very distinctly pre- 
served, of a scene of intoxication which occurred with a company of 

the natives when the ship first arrived On the 22d of the 

month, confidence on the part of the nati ves being restored, a number 
of their chiefs came on board the ship a.s she lay at anchor. This 
interview the writer of the journal describes in the following man- 
ner : ' At three o'clock in the afternoon they came on board, and 
brought tobacco and beans, and gave them to our master, and made 
an oration, and showed him all the country round about. Then they 
sent one of their company on land, who presently returned and brought 
a great platter of venison, dressed by themselves ; and they caused 
him to eat with them. Then they made him reverence and departed.' 

"On the 23d of .September, Hudson began to descend the river, 
On his way down, his men went frequently on shore, and had several 
very friendly interviews with the natives, who expressed a desire 
that they might reside among them : and made them an oiler of lands 
for that purpose. But when the ship came below the highlands, the 
savages appeared to be of a different character, and were extremely 
troublesome;- especially those who inhabited i.he western side of the 
river. They attempted to rob the ship, and repeatedly shot at the 
crew with bows and arrows from several points of land. Hudson's 
men discharged several muskets at them, and killed ten or twelve of 
them. In these conflicts, which were frequently renewed during the 
first and second days of October, none of the ship's crew appears to 
have been injured. The land on the eastern side of the river, near 
its mouth, was- called by the natives ' MmuKi-hatta.' 

"On the 4th day of October, (just one month from the day on 
which he landed within Sandy Hook.) Hudson came out of the river 
which bears his name ; and without anchoring in the bay, immedi- 
ately stood out to sea. By twelve o'clock at. noon that day he was 
entirely clear of land. He steered directly for Europe; and on the 
9th of November following' he ' arrived,' as the writer of the journal 
expresses it, ' in tho range of Dartmouth, Devonshire.' Here the 
journal ends. 

"Whether Hudson immediately landed in England, cannot now be 
clearly ascertained ; but it appears that he left that country in April, 
1610, and reached the American coast early in the summer. He 
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soon discovered the great northern bay which bears his name. There, 
after an unwise deliy, he was compelled to pass a distressing and 
dangerous winter. In the spring, in addition to all his other misfor- 
tunes, he found a spirit of dissatisfaction and mutiny growing among 
his crew, and at length man iio sting itself in open violence. This 
proceeded so far, that on the 22d of June, 1611, a majority of the 
crew arose, took command of the ship, put Hudson, his son, and seven 
others, most of whom were sick or lame, into a boat, turned them 
adrift in the ocean, and abandoned them to their fate. They never 
were heard of more. 

" Hudson did not give his own name to the river which he discov- 
ered. The Iroquois Indians called it CaJmhatatea. The Mahicans, 
Makakaneghtuc, and sometimes Shak.vni.ck. Hudson styled it em- 
phatically the ' Great River,' or the ' Great River of the Mountains;' 
no doubt from the extraordinary circumstance of such a body of 
water flowing through the mountains without a. cataract. The name 
of its discoverer, however, was early attached to it. I find it familiarly 
called Hudson's river, in some of the public documents of the Dutch 
colonial government ; but more frequently the North river, to dis- 
tinguish it from the Delaware, which was discovered by the same 
navigator, and which being within the territory claimed by the Dutch, 
was called by them the South river. 

"The Dutch immediately began to avail themselves of the advan- 
tage which the discovery of Hudson presented to their view. In 
1610, it appears that at least one ship was sent hither by the East In- 
dia Company, for the purpose of trading in furs, which it is well known 
continued for a number of years to be the principal object of com- 
mercial attraction to this part of the new world. In 1614, a fort and 
trading-house were erected on the spot where Albany now stands, 
and called Fort Orange ; and about the same time another fort and 
trading-house were established on the southwest point of Manhattan 
Island, and called New Amsterdam. The whole colony received 
the name of New Netherlands." — Hist. Discourse by Samuel Miller, 
D. -D-, vol. i. Coll. New York Hist. Soc. 

In 1621, "the Privileged West India Company" was formed in 
Holland ; this company in 1623 began its operations along the Hud- 
son, with a direct view to colonization. A number of settlers during 
this year were sent out, under the command of Cornelis Jacobse Mey, 
who were most heartily welcomed by the few previous inhabitants. 
Before these arrived they had been two years without supplies, and 
had been obliged to cut up the sails of some of their boats for neces- 
sary clothing. In compliment to Capt. Mey, they named the bay of 
New York Port Mey. During the same year the forts New Amster- 
dam and Orange were erected, upon the sites of the present cities of 
New York and Albany. 

In 1625, the West India Company freighted two ships, in one of 

which Peter Minuit arrived in New Netherland, with a company of 

Waloons, who settled on Long Island opposite New Amsterdam. 

Minuit is considered by some as the first Governor or Director of 
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New Netherland. Subordinate to him, the gradation of authority 
and rank seems to have been: 1. Opper-Koopman ; 2. Onder-Koop- 
man; 3. Koopman ; 4. Assistant. The office of Opper-Koopman, 
chief-merchant or commissary, was vested in Isaac de Raiser. In 
four or five years the trade with the natives was greatly extended, 
attracting dealers even from ihe hikes, ;ui.d from the banks of the St. 
Lawrence near Quebec. 

In 1029, the company adopted a charter of " Liberties and exemp- 
tions for patroons, masters, and private individuals, who should plant 
colonies in New Netherland, or import thither any neat cattle." The 
terms of encouragement to those who should send out settlers, were 
great. Such as should undertake to plant a colony of fifty souls, up- 
wards of fifteen years old, were to be acknowledged Palroons, a name 
denoting something baronial and lordly in rank and means. They 
were allowed to select lauds tor miles in extent, which should descend 
to their posterity lor ever. Under this charter, several directors ot 
the company determined to avail themselves of these privileges, 
among whom were Samuel Goedyii, Samuel Bio em art, Killia.n Van 
Rensselaer, the Heer Pauw, and Jan de Laet. These persons sent 
out Wouter Van Twiller, as agent, to inspect the condition of the 
country, and to purchase the lauds of the natives for the purpose of 
settlement. 

Owing to some disturbances in the colony, Minuit. was recalled in 
1633, and Wouter Van Twiller was appointed in his place. The 
arrival of Van Twiller, as governor, gave a. fresh impulse to the set- 
tlements. During his adniinisira(ion, the controversy occasioned by 
the encroachments of the English was begun. In 1638, William 
Kicft succeeded Van Twiller as governor of New Netherland. In 
1642, he broke up the English settlement on Long Island, and fitted 
up two sloops to drive them out of the Schuylkill, of which they had 
possessed themselves. In 1643, the New England colonies entered 
into a league both against the Dutch and Indians. In 1646, a severe 
battle was fought on part of Strickland's Plain, called Horse Neck, 
between the Dutch and Indians. There appears not to have been 
any particular's of the action preserved ; but it is said the battle was 
contested with mutual obstinacy, and great numbers were killed on 
both sides. The Dutch ultimately remained masters of the field, 

In 1647, Peter Stuyvesant arrived at Fort Amsterdam, as govern- 
or. He was a brave old officer, and had been commissioned gov- 
ernor-general of Curaeoaand the Dutch West Indies. He laid claim 
to all the lands and streams from Cape Hen'open to Cape Cod ; he 
went to Hartford, and demanded a surrender to the Dutch of all the 
lands on Connecticut river. These claims were opposed, and left to 
the decision of arbitrators. Long Island was divided : the eastern 
part was to be held by the English, the western by the Dutch ; to 
the main, the boundaries were amicably adjusted. 

In 1604, Charles II. of England, disregarding the Dutch claim on 
New Netherland, made a. grant to his brother, the Duke of York and 
Albany, which included all the mainland of New England, begin- 
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ning nt St.. Croix, extending to the rivers Connecticut and Hudson, 
" together with the said river called Hudson's river, and all the lands 
from the west side ofConnect.ici.il river, t.o the east side of Delaware 
Bay." In order to enforce this claim of England for the New Nether- 
land, an expedition, consisting of three ships, 130 guns, and six hun- 
dred men, was sent against it, under the commune! of Col. Richard 
Nichols. On his arrival at. Manhattan, Nichols demanded the sur- 
render of the fort. Gov. Stuyvosant. was exceeding loth to surrender 
without an attempt at defence, but the favorable terms offered to the 
inhabitants disposed them lo an immediate capitulation. After some 
fruitless negotiation, during which Gov. Suiyvesant. plea.dcd the justice 
of the title of the States-General, and the existing peace between them 
and the English nation, the province was surrendered, August 27th, 
lOli-l, upon "the most liberal terms t.o the vanquished. 

Having taken possession of the country, .Xichols assumed the gov- 
ernment, with the title of " Deputy-governor under his royal high- 
ness the Duke of York, of all his territories in America." New 
Amsterdam was now called, in honor of the Duke, New York, and 
Fort Orange, Albany. Gov. Nichols proceeded to erect a Court of 
Assizes, consisting of the governor, council, and justices of the peace 
This court compiled a body of laws, collected from the ancient cus- 
toms and usages, with additional improvements, such as the times 
required, regarding English law as the supreme rule. These ordi- 
nances were sent to England, and confirmed by the Duke of York the 
following year. 

It is supposed that, at the time Nichols took possession of the 
province, the Dutch inhabitants were about 6000 in number. New 
Amsterdam, the metropolis, it is said, contained about 3000 persons, 
about half of whom returned to Holland. Their habitations, however, 
were soon occupied by emigrants, partly from Great Britain, but 
mostly from New England. Upon Hudson river there were many 
Dutch settlers; and upon the shores of the Delaware, there were 
numerous plantations of Dutch and Swedes. 

Col. Nichols, alter having governed the province about three years, 
resigned his office, and Col. Francis Lovelace was appointed by the 
duke to succeed him. Lovelace assumed the government in 1667, 
and continued his administration till the colony was re -surrendered 
to the Dutch. War having been declared against Holland, a small 
squadron wa.s sent over by the Dutch, which arrived at Slaten Island 
July 30th, 1673. Lovelace being absent from New York, Captain 
Manning, who had the charge of the town, rejected the aid of the 
English inhabitants, who offered to defend the placement amessenger 
to the enemy, and struck his Hag before their vessels appeared in 
sight. As the fleet advanced, the garrison showed their willingness 
to fight ; but Manning forbade a gun to be fired, under pain of death, 
and surrendered the place unconditionally to the invaders. He was 
afterwards tried by a court-martial, and pleaded guilty to all the 
charges preferred. His sentence was as extraordinary as his con- 
duct ; it was, that, " though he deserved death, yet, because he had 
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sinee the surrender been in England, and seen the king and duke.it 
was adjudged that his sword should be broke over his head, in pub- 
lic, before the City Hall ; and himself rendered incapable of wearing 
a sword, and of serving his majesty lor the future, in any public trust 
in the government." 

Anthony Clove was constituted the Dutch governor, but he remained 
in the office but a short period. A treaty of peace, in 1674, was 
concluded between the Dutch and English, by which New Nether- 
land was restored to the English. The Duke of York, to remove all 
controversy respecting his property in America, lookout a now patent 
from the king, and commissioned Major Edmund Andros " Governor 
of New York, and all his territories in these parts." Andros, as the 
agent of a despotic master, was unpopular to the people under his 
government, and involved himself in disputes with the neighboring 
government of Connecticut. 

The province of New York, about the year 1078, contained twenty- 
four towns, villages, and parishes. Fifteen vessels, on an average, 
traded yearly with England, importing English manufactures to the 
value of £30,000 sterling. Its annual exports, besides pease, beef, 
pork, tobacco, and peltry, consisted of about sixty thousand bushels 
of wheat. The city of New York contained :s,4XQ inhabitants, and 
owned only three ships, eight sloops, and seven boats. " A trader 
worth £500 was considered a substantial merchant ; and the planter, 
worth half that sum in movables, was accounted rich. All the es- 
tates in the colony were valued at £150,000. Ministers were scarce, 
and religions many. The duke maintained a chaplain at New York, 
which was the only certain endowment of the church of England. 
There were about twenty houses for public worship, of which about 
half were vacant. The law made it obligatory upon every district 
to build churches, and provide for their ministers, whose compensa- 
tion varied from £40 to £70 a-year, besides a house and garden. 
But the Presbyterians and Independents, the greater and more sub- 
stantial portion of the inhabitants, only, showed much willingness to 
comply with the requisition. There were no beggars in the province, 
and the poor were well cared for. The militia amounted to 2000, 
including 140 horsemen ; and some regular troops were maintained 
for the forts at Albany and New York." 

Col. Thomas Dongan arrived at New York, in August, 1683, as 
the successor of Andros in the government, lie immediately^ on the 
request of the magistrates of New York, gave orders that an assem- 
bly should be elected by the freeholders. This assembly, consisting 
of a council often, and eighteen representatives, convened at Hemp- 
stead on the 17th of October. They passed an act of general natural- 
ization; an act declaring the liberties of the people, or a Hill of Rights ; 
one for defraying the expense of government ; and a few others, regu- 
lating the interna] affairs of the province. In 1686, James II. having 
come to the throne, on the renewal of Gov. Dongan's commission, 
refused to confirm the privileges granted when he was Duke of York. 
The assembly was prohibited, and orders were given to Dongan to 
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GOV. STUYVESA.NT. 
Copied from an engraving in " Watson's Olden Times in New York." 




DESTRUCTION OF SCHENECTADY 

By a party of French and Indiana from Montreal, Feb. 1G89. (See page 32.1) 
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"suffer no printing-press in kits govenummt" Much disaffection 
arose at this time, among the colonists, on account of the appointment 
of professed Catholics to the principal crown oifices. At this period 
there were in the province 4000 foot, 300 horse, and one company 
of dragoons. The shipping, belonging to the city of New York, had 
increased to nine or ten ilu'ee-mastecl vessels, of about rSO or 90 tons ; 
200 or 300 ketches or barks, of 40 tons ; and about twenty sloops, 
of twenty- five tons. 

In 1687, the French court aimed a blow, which threatened the 
British interests in North America, if. Denouviile, with 1500 French 
and 500 Indians, took the field against the Senecas, one of the con- 
federated tribes of the " Five Nations," who were the friends of the 
English. An action took place near the principal Seneca village, in 
which 100 Frenchmen, ten French Indians, and about eighty of the 
Senecas were killed. Denonville, the next day, marched forward to 
burn the village, but found it in ashes. The Senecas had burnt it, 
and fled. After destroying the corn in this and several other villages, 
the French returned to Canada. For this attack, and other outrages 
committed by the French, the confederated Five Nations thirsted for 
revenge. " On the 26th of July, 1688, twelve hundred of their men 
landed on the south side of the island of Montreal, while the French 
were in perfect security, burnt, their houses, sacked their plantations, 
and put to the sword ail the men, women, and children, without the 
skirts of the town. A thousand French were slain in this invasion, 
and twenty-six carried into captivity, and burnt alive. Many more 
were taken prisoners in another attack, in October, and the lower part 
of the island wholly destroyed ; only three of the confederates were 
lost, in all this scene of misery and desolation." Nothing but the 
ignorance of the Indians, in the art of attacking fortified places, saved 
Canada from being utterly cut off. 

In 1688, it was determined to add New York and the Jerseys to 
the jurisdiction of New England, and Sir Edmund Andros was ap- 
pointed captain-general and vice-admiral over the whole. Governor 
Dongan was removed from his ollice of governor, and Francis Nichol- 
son, who had been lieutenant-governor under him, was appointed in his 
stead. The constitution, established on this occasion, was a legisla- 
tive and executive governor, and a council, who were appointed by 
the king, without the consent of the people. The news of the acces- 
sion of William and Mary, in 1689, to the throne of England, was 
joyfully received in New York. Andros, the tyrant of New Eng- 
land, was seized at Boston. Jacob Leisler, with forty-nine men, 
seized the fort at New York, and held it for the protestant king and 
queen of England. 

Leisler's assumption of the command at New York excited a spirit 
of envy and hatred among many of the people, at the head of whom 
were Col. Bayard and the Mayor, who, unable to make any effectual 
resistance, retired to Albany. A letter arriving from the English 
ministry, addressed " To Francis Nicholson, Esq., or, in his absence, 
to such as, for the time being, take care for preserving the, peace and 
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administering the laws in his majesty's province of New York, &c," 
to do every thing perrniriinir to tin; odice of lieutenant-governor, till 
farther orders— Nicholson having absconded. Leisler considered the 
letter as addressed to himself, and accordingly assumed the office of 

fovernor. The people of Albany, though friendly to William and 
lary, refused subjection to Leisler. They were however compelled 
to submit to his authority by an armed force under Milborn, his son- 
in-law. The colonists combined in a state of contention nearly two 
years. During ibis period, the French and Indians from Canada, in 
1690, surprised Schenectady, and massacred sixty men, women, and 
children. 

In 1691, Col. Henry Sloughter arrived at New York, as governor 
of the province ; which was, at this time, by an act of the assembly, 
divided into ten counties. The arbitrary acts of James were repealed, 
and the former privileges of the colonists were restored. Leisler 
and Milborn, having made a foolish attempt to retain their authority, 
were imprisoned on a charge of high treason. They were tried by 
a special commission, and sentenced to sailer death. Gov. Sloughter 
hesitated to command their execution, and wrote to the English min- 
isters for directions how to dispose of them. Their enemies, fearing 
the result of this application, made a petition for, and earnestly pressed 
their execution. " The governor resisted, until, having been invited 
by the petitioners to a sumptuous entertainment, he was, when his 
reason was drowned in wine, seduced to sign the death-warrant. 
Before he recovered his senses, the prisoners were executed." Slough- 
ter died suddenly, in July, 1691, and ended a short, weak, and turbu- 
lent administration. 

Upon the death of Sloughter, the government, pursuant to the late 
act for declaring the rights of the people, committed the chief com- 
mand to Richard Ingotdsby. Itis authority was terminated by the 
arrival of Col. Benjamin Fletcher, who arrived with the commission 
of 'governor, in August, 169:2. Fletcher is represented as a man of 
violent temper, shallow capacity, and avaricious disposition. He 
made considerable disturbance, by his efforts to establish the Episco- 
pal form of church government in the province. By virtue of a com- 
mission which be held, Fletcher attempted to take the command of 
the militia of Connecticut; and went to Hartford, in that colony, 
while the legislature were in session, to compel obedience. While 
attempting to have his commission read to the train-bands at that 
place, Capt. Wadsworth, their senior officer, ordered the drums to 
beat, and told Fletcher, who commanded " silence," that if he was 
interrupted he would " make the sun shine through him." Fletcher 
upon this desisted, and returned to New York. 

Early in 1693, Count Frontenac, with a force of 6 or 700 French 
and Indians, made an incursion into the Mohawk country, and sur- 
prised an Indian village on the river, slew many of the inhabitants, 
and took 300 prisoners. Col. Schuyler hastened to the assistance of 
his allies, and with about 300 Indians, mostly boys, followed the re- 
treating enemy, and several skirmishes ensued. When the French 
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reached the north branch of Hudson's river, a cake of ice opportunely 
served them to cross it ; and Schuyler, who had retaken about fifty 
Indians, desisted from the pursuit. The French, in this expedition, 
lost about eighty men, and such were their snlle-rings, that they were 
compelled to cat their own shoes ; the Iroquois, while in pursuit, fed 
upon the dead bodies of their enemies. In 1690, b'rontenac made 
another descent, with a large force, and spread devastation among the 
possessions of the Five Nations. After this expedition, the Indians 
in the English interest continued to harass the inhabitants near Mon- 
treal, and similar parties in the French interest to harass those 
near Albany, until the peace of I'yswick, in 1697. 

In 1698, Richard, Earl of Bellainont, arrived as the successor of 
Fletcher, and his commission included the governments of Massachu- 
setts and New York : and for the latter, he brought with him his 
kinsman, John Nanfan, as lieutenant-governor. Piracy, at this time, 
prevailed in the American seas to a great extent, and the inhabitants 
of several colonics were accused of giving the pirates aid. The most 
noted of these marauders was a Captain Kidd, the remembrance of 
whom is kept alive by the belief that, lie buried immense sums of money 
along the coast. To suppress piracy was one of the avowed purposes 
of the king, in selecting a man of the high rank, resolution, and integ- 
rity of the Earl of Bellainont. The earl died in 1701, and Nanfan, the 
lieutenant-governor, assumed the command. Lord Cornbury was 
appointed governor the following year. 

Cornbury began his administration by espousing one of the factions 
in the colony which had its rise from J.eislei', who wa.s executed for 
treason. By a series of outrageous acts, lie endeavored to establish 
the Episcopal party. He prohibited the Dutch ministers and teach- 
ers from exercising their functions without his special license, and 
imprisoned some of them for disobeying his orders. This tyrant was 
the grandson of the Earl, of Clarendon, and first cousin of the queen. 
"Having dissipated his substance in riot and debauchery, and being 
compelled to ily from his creditors, lie obtained from his patron the 
government of New York, whieli was confirmed by the queen, who 
added the government of New Jersey. His character is portrayed 
as a compound of bigotry and intolerance, rapacity and prodigality, 
voluptuousness and cruelty, united with the loftiest arrogance and 
the meanest chicane." His dissolute habits and ignoble manners 
completed the disgust with which he was universally regarded ; and 
when he was seen ram Ming abroad in the draw of a woman, the people 
beheld with indignation and shame the representative of their sove- 
reign and the ruler of the colony. In 170!.), the queen was compelled 
to revoke his com mission by the complaints of tiro people of New 
York and New Jersey. When deprived of his office, his creditors 
put him in prison in the province he bad governed, where he remain- 
ed till the death of his father elevated him to the peerage, which 
entitled him to liberation. 

John, Lord Lovelace, Baron of Hurley, the successor of Cornbury, 
arrived in the province, December, 1708. The hopes entertained, 
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from his exalted character, of a happy administration, were frustrated 
by his death on the succeeding oth of May. The government now 
devolved upon Richard In^e-ldsby, lieutenant-governor. His admin- 
istration of eleven months is ehieily distinguished by an unsuccessful 
attempt on Canada. In this at.ln.mpt. the province of New York dis- 
covered much zeal. Besides raising several cosnpim'rs, she procured 
six hundred warriors of the Five Nations, paid their wages, and 
maintained a thousand of their wives and children at Albany while 
they were in the campaign, at the expense of about twenty thousand 
pounds. In 1710, Colonel Schuyler went, to England, to press upon 
the ministry the importance of subduing Canada. The more effectu- 
ally to accomplish this object, he took with him five Indian chiefs, 
who gave Queen Anne assurances of their fidelity, and solicited her 
assistance against (.heir common enemies, the French.* 

Brigadier-general Robert Hunter, a native of Scotland, arrived as 
governor of the province, in June, 1710. He brought with him three 
thousand Palatines, who, in the previous year, had Hod to England 
from the rage of persecution in Germany. Many of these persons 
settled in the city of New York, others in Livingston Manor in Co- 
lumbia county, while others went into Pennsylvania. In 1711, the 
assembly of New York, in order to assist the enterprise under the 
command of Colonel Nicholson for (he reduction of Canada, passed 
an act for raising troops, restricted the price of provisions, and issued 
10,000?. in bills of credit, to bo redeemed by taxation in five years. 
Nicholson mustered at Albany two thousand colonists, one thousand 

s "The arrival nf the five sachems i;: Lol-Ihiu!, ima'i.: n. i-reat brui: through the whole 
kingdom. The mob followed wherever they went, iiin.l small cms of them were sold 
among the people. Tin' 1 court was at ;hn; time in mourni:):: Sir the death of Ihe Prince of 
Denmark ; these American kings wore, thrrefe.re, dressed in black i.mdci-clotbes, after (lie 
English manner ; hut instead of a blanket, they had each a iscarlcl.in-grain cloth mantle 
edged with gold, thrown over all llieir other garments. This dress was directed by the 
dressers of the play-house, and givt u by !l:e i;aeen, v. ho was advised to make a show or' 
them. A more than ordinary soiemmly amended die a'a.iiieit e rimy hud of her majesty. 
Sir Charles Cotterel condue'ed 'hem in two coaches to St, James's ; and the Lord Cham, 
beriain introduced them into the rata 1 preseii.cn. Their speech on the 19th of April, 1710, 
is preserved by Oldmixon, and is in these words : 

" Great Queen— W, have i.i,:tl' tin to. :i a 1 ■:) >ir voj aire, which none of our predecessors 
could be prevailed upon to undertake, ;o see our creat ijticen, and relate to her those tilings 
which wc though', absolutely Sir the good of her, and us ji.-jr allies, on the other side of the 

" We doubt not hut our grcal r.accu has been netiuai-ted with tJU r b.mg and tedious war, 
in conjunction wkh i: 3 .-: f children ii:.;: : i[is - her enemies, the French, and that wo have been 
as a strong wall, fur their security, even to the hiss of our best men. We were mightily 
rejoiced when we heard our treat, iiueen bad resolved to seta'; an arm;' to reduce Canada; 
and immediately, in token of friendship, we bung up the kettle, and :ouk up the hatchet, 
and with one consent, assisted Colonel >o.dio!so':, in maiJ.-.;; pr. -.para- ions on this side the 
lake: but at length, wo were told our treat quern, by some important affairs, was prevented 
in her design at present, which mace us sorrowful, lest the French, wi:o b.ad hitherto dreaded 
us, should now think us unable to make war against them. The reduction of Canada is 
of great weight to our free iiuuung ; so that if our great e.-eeu siiodd not be mindful of us, 
we must, with our ["undies, forsake our country, ae.c seek other habitations, or stand neuter, 
either of which will be mueh against our inclinations. 

"In token of the sincerity of these nations, we do, in their names, present our great 
nucen with these belts of w;mj.i-..in, and in hopes of o..r greet ipteen's favor, leave it to her 
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Palatines, and one thousand Indians,- who commenced their march 
towards Canada on the 28th of August. A fleet, under the command 
of Admiral Walker, sailed from Ho s ton with ;i land force of six thou- 
sand four hundred men, with the intention of joining Colonel Nich- 
olson before Quebec. The admiral arrived in the St. Lawrence 
early in August, but owing to fog- imd tempestuous weather, eight or 
nine transports, with about a thousand men, were lost by shipwreck. 
This put an end to the expedition, and the admiral sailed for Eng- 
land. Nicholson, who had proceeded as far as Lake George, was 
compelled to retreat. The peace of Utrecht, signed March, 1713, 
put an end to hostilities, and continued till 1739. 

Governor Hunter, after a wise and popular administration, left the 

!>rovinceinl719, and the command devolved en Colonel Peter Schuy- 
er. In September, 1720, William Burnet, son of the celebrated Bishop 
Burnet, arrived as the successor of Governor Hunter. His administra- 
tion of seven years was prosperous. Soon after his arrival, for the 
purpose of securing tin; trade and friendship of the Six Nations, he 
erected a trading-house at Oswego, in the country of the Senecas. 
The great merit of Governor Burnet's administration consisted in his 
effectual efforts to diminish the trade and influence of the French 
with the northern Indians. He failed, however, in his endeavors to 
prevent the establishment of a French fort at Niagara, by which they 
secured to themselves the possession of the west, end of Lake Ontario, 
as they had previously that of the east by the erection of Fort Fron- 
tinac many years before. The persecution:; in France at this period, 
which ensued the revocation of the edict of Nantz, drove many of the 
protestant subjects of Louis XIV. into foreign countries. Many fled 
to this province. The most, wealthy set! led in the city : others planted 
New Rochelle on the East river, and a few seated themselves at 
New Paltz in Ulster county. 

In 1728, Colonel John Montgomery received from Governor Bur- 
net the seal of the province, and assumed the government. His short 
administration, terminated by his death in 1731, was one of tranquillity, 
and not distinguished by any important event. During his term, in 
1731, the boundary between New York and Connecticut was finally 
settled; and a tract of land upon the Connecticut side, of 60,000 
acres, called the Oblong, was ceded to the former in consideration of 
another near the Sound, surrendered to the latter. 

Governor Montgomery was succeeded by Rip Van Dam, the old- 
est member of the council, and an eminent, merchant of the city, who 
held the government until August, 1732, when William Cosby ar- 
rived, with a commission to govern this, and the province of New 
Jersey. The French, during this year, erected Fort Frederic at 
Crown Point, which gave to them the command of Lake Champlam. 
The finances at this period were much embarrassed ; while the fre- 
quent calls for supplies imposed a heavy burden upon the colony. 

In 1734, the esiaolisleoent of a court of equity wa.s agitated in the 
assembly. The governors bad previously exercised I be office of chan- 
cellor, which had at times exceed the jealousy, and produced much 
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controversy among the colonists. The court party insisted that the 
governor was, ex officio, chancellor of the colony, while the popular 
party warmly opposed this position. After the close of the session, 
there appeared in the paper called " Zenger's New York Weekly 
Journal,' severe animadversions on the government. Several printed 
ballads likewise appeared, which ridiculed some of the members of 
the legislature. The governor and council considering the subject 
worthy of notice, voted that the obnoxious numbers of Zenger's 
paper, and two printed ballads, were derogatory to the dignity of his 
majesty's government, and tended to raise sedition and tumult. They 
likewise voted that said papers and ballads should be burnt by the 
common hangman. Zenger was imprisoned lor eight months, and 
much ferment was produced in the colony. 

Governor Cosby died in March, 173(5. One of his last acts was the 
suspension of Rip Van Dam from his sent, as councillor of the pro- 
vince. After Cosby's death, the council immediately convened, and 
George Clarke, the senior councillor, nest after Rip Van Dam, was 
declared president, and assumed the government. A powerful party, 
however, was formed in favor of Mr. Van Dam, as his suspension 
from the council was by many declared illegal. The sharp contro- 
versy on this point was ended in October, when Mr. Clarke received 
his commission as lieutenant-governor. 

During the administration of Governor Clarke, the colony was 
embroiled in controversies principally relating to the prerogatives of 
the governor on one hand, and the rights of the people on the other. 
In their second session, 1737, the house departed from their accus- 
tomed mode of proceeding, and instead of voting to take the govern- 
or's speech into consideration, voted that his honor the lieutenant- 
governor be addressed. This address is a remarkable production 
for the times in which it. was formed. On the subject of the revenue, 
the house adopted the following bold and energetic language: 

"The true cms* of l';o deficiency in the revenue, we believe af loo well known to 
your honor, to make 11. necessary tor us to say iimcb on that head. Had the conspicuous 
loyalty of the iiiliidui.un:s oi' this oroviy.ee nicl. wi:h n .-.oli.blc irt::i!me:)t in return, it is not 
unlikely that wo should now he. weak enough to at: I like oliit.T! hriare us, in being lavish 

beyond our abilities, nr.d raising see s ■ees-:ary to bo given, n:>d t.:o Hunted the donation 

like them for a longer time than whal was e.onvenient for the safety of 'i:e inhabitants ; but 
experience has shewn the iiniuutc.nee of Mich a conduct ; and lilt miserable condition to 
which the prorince is redact :l, renders the nuidiig of ft ;■/ -vie- vi ry t.iiheift if not iraprac. 
ticahle. We therefore bi-g leave 10 bo piuin » i'li your honor, arid hope you will not take It 
amiss when we tell you, that you are not to c.vpcc: (lml we will raise sums unfa to be 
raised, or put what we ahull rniae into the power of a governor to misapply, if wo can pre. 
vent it; nor shall wo make up any oi her ilef.ciendes than what wc conceive are fit and 
just to be paid, or continue win support or revenue us slu'.ll raise for any lunger l.ittio than 
one year; nor do we think -it convenient to do even iliai, until such laws are passed as we 
conceive necessary for the safety ct" riie iciiaiiiieuis oi' i:us colony, who have reposed a trust 
in UB for that only iiurpefe, ami whirl) we are sure ynu will think i' .-easa liable we should 
act agreeable to, and by the grace of tiod, we shall endeavor not lo deceive them." 

In 1738, Captain Norris, of the ship Tartar, then lying in the city of 
New York, made application to the mayor for liberty to impress thirty 
seamen to man his vessel. The governor and council ordered the 
mayor to cause the impressment to be made. The mayor refused to 
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obey the order, and the governor and council prudently declined ta- 
king measures to enforce obedience. At the close of Clarke's admin- 
istration, the finances of the colony were in a depressed condition. 

" The duties on negro slaves, wine, rum, brandy, cocoa, and dry 
goods, from September, 1741, to September, 1742, amounted to 
£2,197 7s. lfd. only ; while the expenses of government, for about 
the same period, amounted to upwards of £4,600." 

In 1743, George Clinton, the son of the Earl of Lincoln, was ap- 
pointed to supersede Mr. Clarke as governor of the colony. His 
arrival was highly gratifying to the colonists, and a. spirit of harmony 
prevailed. In 1744, war was declared between France and England, 
and great preparations wore made on both sides, to cany it on with 
vigor. A similar spirit prevailed in their respective colonies in Amer- 
ica. Large appropriations were made by the assembly of New York 
to carry on the war. In 1745, the English colonies united in an ex- 
pedition against Lonisburg, on (Jape Breton island. This important 
fortress was surrendered in June. Eight, thousand pounds was voted 
by the assembly for the promotion of this enterprise. 

The country north of Albany was kept in a continued state of 
alarm by Indian warriors, who ranged in small parties, marking their 
course by conflagration and indiscriminate slaughter. The fort at 
Hoosic was captured by M. De Vaudreuil, in August, 174C ; and the 
settlements at. Saratoga were surprised, and many of the inhabitants 
killed or carried into captivity. These events caused much distress, 
and occasioned much alarm even in Ulster and Orange counties. The 
plan of the war, in 1746, was, that a squadron under the command 
of Admiral Warren, with a body of laud forces, should proceed up 
the St. Lawrence; while the troops from "New York, and other colo- 
nies at the south, should be collected at Albany, and proceed against 
Crown Point and Montreal. The assembly of New York entered 
with great zeal upon this design : they levied a tax of £40,000, to re- 
deem bills issued for the occasion. In July, a congress of the Six 
Nations was held with the governor, at Albany, who was attended 
by Dr. Colden, Mr. Livingston, and Mr. llutherford, members of the 
council. The indisposition of the governor prevented him from open- 
ing the council in person, and that duty fell upon Dr. Colden. The 
Indians formally renewed their pledge to unite zealously in the war 
against the French. The efforts of the colonies were, however, 
rendered nearly useless by llie failure of the promised assistance from 
England. 

In April, 1748, the preliminaries of peace were signed at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, and hostilities soon after ceased. After the close of the 
war, the colony enjoyed a period of general tranquillity. The in- 
habitants vigorously pursued the arts of peace, and by industry, 
economy, and enterprise, repaired, in a great measure, the losses sus- 
tained in the preceding war. In 1750, the entries at New York were 
two hundred and thirty-two, and the clearances two hundred and 
eighty-six. Above six thousand tons of provisions, chiefly flour, were 
exported, besides large quantities of grain. 
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Governor Clinton having resigned, Sir Dun vers Osborne arrived as 
his successor, in October, 1753. " Clinton is represented to have been 
mercenary; to have used every plausible device, for enhancing the 
profits of his government; to have sold offices and even the rever- 
sions of such as wore ministerial ; and to have amassed a fortune, 
during his administration of ten years, of more than £80,000 sterling. 
He became, afterward, governor of Greenwich Hospital." The ad- 
ministration of Sir Dunvers Osborne endured but a lew days only. 
Five days after his arrival, he was found suspended by the neck in 
the garden of Mr. Murray, with whom he resided. This unfortu- 
nate gentleman is supposed to have committed suicide on account 
of grief for the loss of his wife, and by the embarrassments which 
he apprehended would attend the exercise of his office as gov- 
ernor. 

James de Lancey, who had been appointed lieutenant-governor by 
one of the last acts of Governor Clinton, on the death of Osborne 
assumed the administration of government.. At this period, the Eng- 
lish and French extended their settlements in the colonies, and each 
were anxious to secure the most eligible situations for trading- houses 
and forts. Mutual complaints of aggression were soon followed by 
open acts of hostility. 

In 1754, a convention of delegates from New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, arid Maryland, 
with the lieutenant-governor and council of .Yew York, was held at 
Albany, for the purpose of uniting upon some scheme for the com- 
mon defence. The plan for a political union, drawn up by Dr. Frank- 
lin, a delegate from Pennsylvania, was adopted on the 4th of July. 
This plan had the singular fortune to be rejected by the provincial 
assemblies, because it gave too much power to the crown ; and, at 
the same time, to be rejected by the crown, because it gave too much 
power to the people. 

In September, 1755, Sir Charles Hardy, a distinguished naval offi- 
cer, arrived in New York with commission of governor. Being 
ignorant of civil affairs, he put himself into the hands of Mr. De 
Lancey, and was guided altogether by his counsels. Early in the 
spring of this year, the colonies made preparations for vigorous exer- 
tions against the enemy. An expedition was planned against the 
French in Nova Scotia, another against the French on the Ohio, a 
third against Crown Point, and a fourth against Niagara, The first 
expedition resulted in the reduction of Nova Scotia. That against 
the French on the Ohio failed by the defeat of General Braddock, 
who was drawn into an ambuscade of French and Indians near Fort 
du Quesne. The expedition against Crown Point, commanded by 
Gen. Win. Johnson, though unsuccessful in its main object, served, in 
a measure, to dispel the gloom occasioned by the defeat of Braddock. 
Governor Shirley, of Massachusetts, took the command of the expe- 
dition against Niagara. He advanced to Oswego, where, being poorly 
supplied with provisions, the expedition was abandoned, and the troops 
returned to Albany. During the winter and spring following, ma- 
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rauding parties of western Indians committed many atrocities in the 
counties of Orange and Ulster. 

In the plan of operations for the campaign of 1756, Niagara and 
Crown Point, then in possession of the French, were the principal 
points of attack. Owing to the improvidence of Gen. Abercrombie, 
then in command, in the absence of Lord Loudon, nothing of import- 
ance was effected by the English forces. In August, Marquis de 
Montcalm, commander of the French troops in Canada, captured the 
two forts at Oswego, which he demolished, look 1,(500 men prisoners, 
with 120 cannon, 14 mortars, two sloop s-of-war, 200 boats and bat- 
teaux, with a large quantity of stores unil provisions. The campaign 
of 1757 was equally unsuccessful on the part of the English. Fort 
William Henry, on Lake George, with a garrison of 3,000 men under 
Col. Munro, was compelled, after a bravo defence, to surrender to 
Montcalm. This event gave the French the command of the lake 
and the western frontier. 

In 1758, the celebrated William Pitt, Lord Chatham, now placed at 
the head of the British ministry, gave a new tone to their measures, 
and afresh impulse to the colonies. The tide of success was soon 
turned in favor of the English, which continued, with few exceptions, 
till Canada was subjected to their arms. The plan for this year com- 
prehended three expeditions, viz, I.ouhhvrg, Ticorakruga, and Fort 
du Quesne. Louisburg surrendered to Gen. Amherst in July. Gen. 
Abercrombie, with an army of 10,000 men, passed Lake George and 
made an attack on Ticonderoga. After a contest of four hours, he 
was compelled to retire with the loss of nearly two thousand in 
killed and wounded. Abercrombie, after his defeat, sent Col. Brad- 
street, with 3,000 men, against. Fort Froi.'lenac, on the northeastern 
side of the outlet of Lake Ontario. Bradsireet sailed down the lake, 
landed within a mile of the fort, and in two days compelled it to 
surrender.* The garrison at Fort du Quesne, unsus turned by their 
savage allies, on the iMlh of .November abandoned and burnt this 
fortress on the approach of the British army under Con. Forbes. 

Great Britain, having resolved to annihilate the French power in 

* The expedition undo- Col. Jhje-iri-ei nri-iy^ii of 'ho f.jjluvivur rroops : — Regulars, 
13. r ); Royal artillery, 30 ; N'-w York provnieiuls, T,ll ; i ; Uii-noiio-rii.- do,, 675 ; New Jer. 
Key Jo., 412; Rhode Island do., 318 ; baueau.tnen, 300; uui.l id.nun liO rangers ; in all 
tl,IJ35. The regulars were oommaiidoLi by Cap;, iteilvio, unit iiio arlilU it by Lieut. Brown, 
The New York troop; eoii-l-iod o;' two del m-h moots-. Tin; (irs; command oil by Lieutenant, 
etdone] Charles Clinton, of t.'iso.r, anLouniie.L'hi the ivin.ln -o-.blO, nudei-Can;.-. Oirden.of Wesi- 
Chester, Peter Dulioi?, of Mow York. Suiiiiirl liladr;o:y, oi'Diudiess. and Daniel Wrhikt, ol 
Queens. The aeco id waj eommtmded by lieuti nnnt-oolonel Isaac Dorse, of Queens, and 
Major Nathaniel Wo< dloiil, of ft.dfo'.k, ;iriiouna;iLr 10 liiiS, -..nder Ca;o.ains Finns Hand, of Sui'. 
folk, Richard Ilcwletr, of Queens, Thomas. Amo^uii'li, ,,;" Ridimond, William Humphrey, 
of Dutchess, Ebenr/er Si-eluy, of T'l-Ter, ami Peter YaKs anil Goosen Van Schaick, of Al. 
bany. The troop.'. 1,-ft For; Sinnwix, August 14-tb, IToS, and :bo ti.rt capitulated on the 
37th. The commander of in fori n-us e.n:ba:ii;e'i for (.'ol. IVrer riehnyler. Col. Corse, 
v.- ho tin d disihiL'iiLsiied himself in ir.i- direo preeeilm;.' ("itririrrit'iis, with a pari of his troops, 
volunteered to ereei a bni'ejy. in iiio nit'li' of 'he sifHi, in the mid-i of the enemy's fire, 
which in the mornini; commanded their for!, and led Jo an immediate surrender. The 
colonel received a siigli! wound, but not ;o seven? ;v- io unfit him tor iln!y. The detach, 
mem returned to 1'ort Fuunwix the Iflth of September."— Gmdnn's Gn;. of New York. 
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America, made adequate preparations for the campaign of 1759. 
The colonies now displayed that zeal with which men pursue their 
interests when animated with well-founded hopes of success. The 
legislature of New York authorized a levy of 2.0W0 men, and issued 
the sum of £100,000 in bills of credit, bearing interest, and redeem- 
able in 1708, by the proceeds of an annual tax. The impositions, in 
the space of five months of the year 1750, amounted to $025,000. 
At the instance of Gen. Amherst, a loan of £150,000 was made to 
the crown, which was paid in specie. 

The contemplated points of attack, in 1759, were Ticondcroga, 
Crown Point, Niagara, and Quebec. Gen. Amherst took Ticonde- 
roga, and proceeded to Crown Point, which, surrendered without op- 
position. In July, Gen. J'ridea.ux invested Niagara, but was slain by 
the bursting of a cohort in the trenches. The fort was, however, 
captured by Sir William Johnson, who succeeded him in command. 
On the 13th of September, a severe battle was fought between the 
British forces under Gen. Wolfe, and the French under Montcalm. 
Both these commanders were killed, the .French were defeated, and 
Quebec surrendered to the British arms. In the ensuing spring of 
1760, the French made a fruitless attempt to recover Quebec. On 
the 8th of September, Montreal, Detroit, Micbiliinackinac, and all 
other places within the government of Canada, were surrendered to 
his Britannic majesty. 

The conquest of Canada, by preventing the incursions of the French 



and Indians into the territory of New York, removed a great obstacle 
to the prosperity of the colony. Gov. De Lancey died suddenly, 
July 30th, 1760. Cadwallnder Golden assumed the government, as 
president of the council, and received the appointment of lieutenant- 
governor in August, 1761. Mr. Golden was superseded by General 
Robert Monckton on the 26th of October. This gentleman being 
placed at the head of an expedition against Martinique, on the I5th 
of November, left the government of the province to Mr. Colden, 
under an agreement for an equal division of the salary and per- 
quisites. 

In 1763, the celebrated controversy with New Hampshire, respect- 
ing boundaries, commenced. The territory in question comprised the 
country between Connecticut river and Lake Champlain, since known 
as Vermont. The original character of the colonics, owing to im- 
perfect surveys of the country, were many of them extremely indefi- 
nite, vague, and often contradictory. A grant was made in 1664 
and 1674, by Charles II. to his brotner, the Duke of York, containing, 
among other parts of America, " all the lands, from the west side of 
Connecticut river, to the east side of Delaware bay." This territory 
was, however, by many supposed to fall within the limits of New 
Hampshire, although claimed by New York, by virtue of the grant 
made to the Duke of York. 

The government of New Hampshire, in 1760, made large grants 
of land to settlers we.sl of Connecticut, and the settlements progressed 
with astonishing rapidity. In 1703, one hundred and thirty-eight 
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townships had been granted by New Hampshire, extending as far 
west as the shore of Lake Champlain, and to what was esteemed 
twenty miles east of Hudson river. To check these proceedings, 
Gov. Golden issued a proclamation, claiming jurisdiction as far east 
as Connecticut river. He also commanded the sheriff of Albany 
county to make return of all persons, who, under the New Hampshire 
grants, had taken possession of lands west of the river. In opposi- 
tion to this, the governor of New Hampshire issued a proclamation, 
declaring the grant of the Duke of York to be obsolete, and that 
New Hampshire extended as far west as Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut. 

Application having been made to the crown, a decision was ob- 
tained in 1764, by which the western bank of Connecticut river was 
declared to be the boundary line between the provinces of New 
Hampshire and New York. The government of New York proceeded 
to organize the new territory, and to exercise jurisdiction. Thenew 
district was divided into [bur counties. The southwestern part was 
annexed to the county of Albany, and the northwestern part formed 
into a county, by the name of Charlotte ; cast of the Green Moun- 
tains were formed the counties of Gloucester r.nd Cumberland. Courts 
were held in these counties, the grants of land under New Hamp- 
shire were declared illegal, and the settlers required to take out new 
charters from New York. Some of the towns complied, and pur- 
chased their lands the second time, but the greater part refused. Ac- 
tions of ejectment were commenced in Albany against several of the 
ancient settlers, which were decided in favor of the New York titles. 
When the executive officers came to eject the inhabitants, they gene- 
rally met with opposition, and were not allowed to proceed in the 
execution of their offices. The militia were called out to support 
the sheriff; hut as they agreed in sentiment with the settlers, they 
disbanded themselves on the appearance of armed opposition. As 
the efforts of the government were continued, mobs were raised, the 
opposition of the settlers became more bold and daring, and was fre- 
quently characterized by acts of outrage and violence. 

In 1765, much excitement was produced by the stamp act, passed 
by the British parliament, for the purpose of raising a revenue from 
the colonies. This act ordained that all instruments of writing, such 
as deeds, bonds, notes, &c, among the colonies, should be null and 
void, unless executed on stamped paper, for which a duty should be 
paid to the crown. In October, a congress of twenty-eight delegates, 
from Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and South Carolina, was 
held at New York, to consult on the common interest. They made 
a declaration of the rights and grievances of the colonies, and peti- 
tioned for redress. In Connecticut and New York originated an 
association of persons styling themselves the " Sons of Liberty" 
which extended into other colonies, who bound themselves, among 
other things, to march to any part of the continent, at their own ex- 
pense, to support the British constitution in America : by which was 
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understood, the prevention of any attempt to carry the stamp act into 
operation. 

In New York. Peter fie Lancey, James M'Evers, and other stamp 
officers, obeyed the public voice, and renounced their commissions. 
Gov. Colden, having taken the oath to execute the stamp act, became 
the object of popular indignation. His elligy wa.s carried about the 
city and hung; his carriage and other properly were burned; and 
his person was probably preserved from violence, only by his ad- 
vanced age. When the stamps arrived, they were lodged in the fort, 
which the governor, contrary to the advice of his council, put into a 
state for defence. He was obliged to surrender their custody to the 
city corporation, on the assurance of being responsible for their value, 
and to declare that he would take no measures to enforce the act, but 
leave the subject to his successor, who was hourly expected. Sir 
Henry Moore, Bart., who was commissioned governor in July, 1765, 
met the council on the 13th of November following, and proposed at 
once to attempt the execution of the stamp act. The unanimous ad- 
vice of his council, and the demonstration of public feeling, induced 
him to a more prudent course. 

Gov. Moore's administration was terminated by his death, in Sep- 
tember, 1769. During his term of service efforts w r ere made, unsuc- 
cessfully, to settle the boundaries between this province and Massa- 
chusetts, who claimed territory to the Pacific Ocean. Emigrants 
from Massachusetts intruded into the counties along the Hudson, and 
settled even in the manor of Rensselaerwyck. They were frequently 
removed by force, and blood was shod more than once in the attempt. 
Commissioners from both colonies met at _\'ew Haven, October, 1767, 
who agreed that the western line of Massachusetts should be fixed 
at twenty miles east from Hudson river, but differed as to the man- 
ner in which that line should be determined. 

At the termination of Gov. Moore's administration, the supreme 
court consisted of lour judges : Daniel Horseman den, chief justice ; 
David Jones, second; William Smith, third ; rind Robert R. Livings- 
ton, the fourth justice. The first received £300, and the others 
£300 per annum. The salary of the governor had been increased, 
from time to time, to £2,000 per annum, with a perquisite of £400, 
granted as an appropriation for fire- wood and candles for Fort George. 
The attorney had £150, and the colonial agent, Mr. Charles, at Lon- 
don, £500 per annum. The colony of New York contained, at this 
period, upwards of one hundred and sixty thousand inhabitants. 

By the death of Sir Henry Moore, the government again devolved 
on Mr. Colden. This his third admiinstrntiou. continued till Novem- 
ber, 1770, when he was superseded by John, Lord Dunmore. With 
the sendee of this nobleman commenced the practice of paying the 

fovernor by the crown. This practice, was afterward denounced 
y most of the colonies as a serious grievance, as it made the govern- 
or independent of tiie assembly. Dunmore governed the colony until 
bis removal to Virginia, when his place was supplied on the 8th of 
July, 1771, by William Tryon, the last of the royal governors. 
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In 1772, Governor Try on made an iinsuccpHsfi.il attempt to con- 
ciliate the minds of the settlers of the New Hampshire grants. In 
1774, the assembly passed an act by which it was declared felony, 
punishable by death, for any of these settlers to oppose the govern- 
ment fay force. The governor at the same time made proclamation 
offering a reward of fifty pounds for the apprehension of Ethan Al- 
ien, Scth Warner, and six others of the most obnoxious of the settlers. 
The inhabitants of the New Hampshire grants became still more 
violent in their opposition. The proscribed persons, in an address to 
the people of the county of Albany, made this public declaration: — 
"We will kill and destroy any person or persons whomsoever, who 
shall presume to be accessary, aiding, or assisting in taking any of us." 

In the spring of 1775, an event took place in the New Hampshire 
grants which exasperated both parlies. At the time appointed for 
the session of the court at Westminster, in the disputed territory, 
some of the inhabitants in this and the adjacent towns took possession 
of the courthouse, to prevent the officers under llie authority of New 
York from entering. The judges, on being refused admittance, retired 
to their quarters. About eleven o'clock at night, the sheriff and other 
officers, attended by an armed force, repaired to the courthouse, 
when, being again refused admittance, some of the party fired into the 
house, killed one man, and wounded several. The people were highly 
inflamed by these rash proceedings. Some of the officers were seized, 
and carried to the jail at. Northampton, .Massachusetts. Matters now 
appeared about to be brought to a sanguinary crisis. But at this 
period, an event took place, which arrested the attention of all, and 
gave a new channel to the torrent of popular fury. The breaking 
out of the revolutionary war at Lexington, caused a suspension of 
local and provincial contests: and the public mind was exclusively 
directed to the great contest now opening between Britain and 
America. 

In May, 1775, the second continent;;! congress was to be assembled 
at Philadelphia. The subject of sending delegates to this body was 
agitated in the assembly of New York : and on the refusal of that body 
to appoint them, a provincial convention was called by the people for 
this purpose. The convent ion assembled at New York on the 22d of 
April, and proceeded to make the appointments. This convention 
was composed of deputies from New York, .Albany, Dutchess, Ulster, 
Orange, Westchester, Kings, and Suffolk counties. They appointed 
Philip Livingston, George Clinton, James Duane, John Alsop, Simon 
Boerum, William Floyd, John Jay, Henry Wisner, Philip Schuyler 
Lewis Morris, Francis Lewis, and Robert R. Livingston, Jr., dele- 
gates to the continental congress, who, or any five of them, were 
intrusted with full power to concert with the other colonies, and adopt 
those measures best adapted to sustain their rights. 

The news of the battle of Lexington, (10th of April, 1775,) caused 
a violent agitation in the city of New York, which prevailed for some 
days, until a new committee of superintendence, consisting of one 
hundred of the most respectable citizens, was formed at the instance 
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of the "committor of observation." It wa.s resolved that a provincial 
congress ought to be speedily assembled, lo assume the government 
of the colon)", to prepare for defence, &,c. U submitted at the same 
time the form of an association, to be signed by the inhabitants, de- 
claratory of their rights and liberties, and of their determination to 
sustain them. This association was signed by the whigs with great 
cordiality, and by the tories under the fear oil or by actual constraint. 
The inhabitants general ly be^an to arise under the direction of com- 
mittees. Six hundred stands of arms were seized in the city arsenal 
and distributed among the people: another parcel was taken from 
the soldiery by Colonel Willet, when on the way to the harbor to be 
exported to Boston. 

It was deemed of importance, in order to put the country in a pos- 
ture of defence, to secure the ibrtre.sses at Tieouderoga. and Crown 
Point. On the 10th of May, Colonel Ethan Allen took possession of 
Ticonderoga by surprise: on the same day, Crown Point was sur- 
rendered to Colonel Warner ; a third parly surprised Skeensborough, 
(now Whitehall.) The capture of an armed sloop at St. Johns soon 
after, gave to the Americans the entire command of Lake Champlain. 
Governor Tryon, who had been absent on a visit to Europe, returned 
to New York on the 24th of June. He was much esteemed by 
many of the citizens, and received a. complimentary address from the 
city authorities. His exertions to promote the royal cause, soon ren- 
dered him extremely unpopular. In October, he became alarmed for 
his personal safety, and retired on board of the Halifax packet. 

On the 22d of May, 1775, a provincial congress, consisting of about 
seventy members, convened at New York. The proceedings of the 
convention were determined by counties ; New York having four, 
Albany three, and each of the others two votes. Two regiments 
were authorized to be levied ; bounties were ottered for the manufac- 
ture of gunpowder and muskets in the province : fortifications were 
projected at Kiiigsbridge, and the Highlands: and Philip Schuyler 
and Richard Montgomery were recommended, the first as major- 
general, the second as brigadier, to bo appointed by the continental 
congress. 

Lpon the adjournment of the congress, in September, for a month, 
they delegated their powers to a " Commillcn of Safe!)/ ,■" a.nd this ex- 
pedient was resorted to upon every subsequent adjournment. Ordina- 
rily, this committee was composed of three members from the city, 
and one from each of the other counties. When on the re-assembling 
pf the congress, and at other times, a quorum was not present, the 
members resolved themselves into a. ■•committee of safety," and thus 
the public business was never interrupted. The committee was em- 
powered to execute the resolves of the provincial and general con- 
gresses, to superintend the military affairs of the province, to appro- 
priate money for the public service, and to convene the congress 
when and where they deemed necessary. 

While General Washington was engaged in organizing the main 
body of the American army in Massachusetts, an important expedi- 
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don was planned against Canada, I. he command of which was assign- 
ed to Generals Schuyler and Montgomery. General Schuyler having 
retired on account of ill health, Montgomery, with a force of one 
thousand men, proceeded to Montreal, and from thence led his gallant 
little army to Quebec. During his progress. Colonel Arnold, with a 
boldness and perseverance rarely surpassed, passed up the Kennebec 
river and pursued his course through a trackless wilderness of three 
hundred miles, and joined Montgomery at Quebec. On the last day 
of, the year, (1775.) General Montgomery, with a force of less than 
eight hundred, attempted to take Quebec "by storm. This brave com- 
mander fell in the assault, and the Americans were repulsed with the 
loss of about half their number. Arnold, now in the command, en- 
camped about three miles from Quebec, where he maintained his 
position till spring. lie was afterward compelled to make a disas- 
trous retreat, and by the 1st of July the whole army was driven from 
Canada. 

Congress being informed that a large number of the inhabitants of 
Tryon county were disa.lfcctcd to the American cause, a.nd, under the 
direction of Sir John Johnson, were making military preparation, re- 
solved to disarm them. General Schuyler, to whom this business 
was committed, in January, 1776, called out. seven hundred of the 
Albany militia, and commenced his march. But such was the enthu- 
siasm of the people that, on his arrival at Caghnewaga, his force 
amounted to near three thousand, including nine hundred of tho 
Tryon county militia. The approach of this formidable body awed 
the royalists into submission. The whole number disarmed was 
supposed to amount to about six hundred. About the same time, a 
considerable number were entrenching themselves on Long Island, 
in order to support the royal cause. A detachment of the Jersey 
militia was sent over, by whom they were disarmed, and their lead- 
ers secured. 

The fourth provincial congress convened at White Plains on the 
9th of July. This body took the title of " The Representatives of the 
State of New York," and exercised all the powers of sovereignty, 
until the establishment of the government under the constitution. On 
the first day of their meeting, they received from the continental con- 
gress The 'Deck, ration of 'independence. Tiiey immediately passed 
an unanimous resolution, fully approving of the measure, and express- 
ing their determination at all hazards to support it. The convention, 
on the 16th of July, on the motion of Mr. Jay, declared that all per- 
sons abiding in the state, and who were entitled to the protection of 
the laws, who should aid or abet its enemies, should on conviction 
Buffer death. 

In 1776, it was expected that the enemy would make New York 
their principal point of attack. Gen. Washington arrived in the city 
on the 14th of April, and great exertions were made for putting the 
place in a posture of defence. On the 22d of August, Lord Howe 
landed a force, estimated at 24,000 men, on Long Island, at Gravesend 
bay. The Americans, amounting to 15,000, under the command of 
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Gen. Sullivan, were encamped on a peninsula near the village of 
Brooklyn. On the 37tb,a.n obstinate battle «ns fought, and the Ameri- 
cans were compelled to retire to their entrenchments with great loss. 
On the night of the 30th, a safe retreat was effected from the island. 
On the 15th of September, the British took possession of New York, 
the American troop;; having retired to Harlaem and King's Bridge. 
A few days after the British took possession, a lire broke out, in which 
about one thousand houses were destroyed, being about one fourth 
part of the city. 

A large proportion of the distinguished and wealthy inhabitants of 
the city of New York, and many in the adjacent country, were loy- 
alists, and, of course, enemies to American independence. On the 
arrival of the British army, the disaffected in this part of the state 
and the neighboring parts of New Jersey, embodied themselves under 
officers selected by themselves. Oliver de Lancey was appointed a 
general, with authority to raise a brigade of torios, and a like com- 
mission was given to Coiu.'tland Skinner, of New Jersey. These 
troops committed many tnnrdei's and robberies on both sides of the 
Hudson river, but more especially in Westchester county. The pro- 
vincial congress now adopted energetic measures. The "Council of 
Safety" were empowered to send for persons and papers, and to em- 
ploy military force. By its dread power numerous arrests, imprison- 
ments, and banishments, were made throughout the state. Many 
tori.es and their families wern sent into New York, others expelled the 
state, others required to give security to reside within prescribed 
limits ; and occasionally the jails, and even the churches, were crowded 
with its prisoners, and many were sent for safe-keeping to the jails 
of Connecticut. The personal property of those who had joined the 
enemy was confiscated. 

The American army being in point, of numbers greatly inferior to 
that of the British. General Washington drew off' the main body of 
his army from York Island, and encamped at White Plains. Lord 
Howe advanced upon him with 15,000 men. An engagement ensued 
on the 28th of October, but no decisive advantage was obtained; the 
Americans retired to a strong position on the heights of North Cas- 
tle, which the enemy declined to attack. General Washington, leav- 
ing about 7,500 men under General Lee to defend North Castle, 
crossed the Hudson and continued his re treat. "to the southward. The 
American army continuing to retire from New York, Sir William 
Howe embraced the opportunity of reducing Fort Washington and 
Fort Lee, on the Hudson. While these operations were going on in 
the southern part of the state, the northern division of the army, under 
General Gates, was engaged at the north in putting Ticonderoga in 
a state of defence, and made preparations to secure the command of 
Lake Champlain. General Arnold, who commanded the American 
fleet, being pursued, was obliged to blowup his vessels, and, after 
firing the fortress at Crown Point, retreated to Ticonderoga. The 
British general, Carlton, after recomioilering the latter place, deemed 
it prudent on the approach of winter to return to Canada. 
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The state convention, driven from New York, convened from time 
to time at Harlaetn, King's Bridge. Philip's .Manor, Fishkill, White 
Plains, Poughkcepsie, and Kingston. On the 1st of August, 1776, a 
committee was appointed to report a constitution. The draft of this 
instrument, which was prepared by Mr. .lav. was reported on the 
12th of March, and finally adopted on the 20th of April, 1777. It 
was amended by convention in October, 1801, and superseded by the 
present constitution in November, 1821. The constitution of 1777 
was republican in its character. The supreme executive power was 
vested in a governor and lieutenant-governor, who was to preside 
over the senate, and perform the duties of the governor in case of 
vacancy. The legislative power was vested in the senate and house 
of assembly, who were to hold at least one session every year. The 
governor and -members of the senate and house of assembly, were 
to be elected by the freeholders of the state of New York. 

The returns of the first elections under the new constitution were 
made to the Council of Safety, July 9th, 1777. General George 
Clinton was chosen governor, and was sworn into office on the 30th 
of the same month, at Kingston, being then in the active command of 
the New York militia. lie did not quit the field until after the defeat 
of Burgoyne, but discharged such ch'il duties as devolved on him, by 
correspondence with the Council of Safety. At the adoption of the 
constitution, the state was divided into fourteen counties : New York, 
Richmond, Kings. Queens, Suffolk, Westchester, Dutchess, Orange, 
Ulster, Albany. Try on, Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloster ; the two 
last form part of the present state of Vermont. The first six (except 
part of Westchester and part of Orange) remained in possession of 
the enemy until the peace, the highlands forming the great barrier to 
his farther advance from the south. 

The principal object of the British in the campaign of 1777, was 
to open a communication between ilie city of New York and Canada, 
and to separate the New England from the oilier states. The plan 
consisted of two parts : General Burgoyne, with the main body of 
the army from Canada, was to advance by the way of Lake Cham- 
plain, and effect a junction, at Albany, with the royal army from New 
York. A detachment of British soldiers and a large body of Indians, 
under Colonel St. Leger, with a regiment of New York loyalists, 
under Sir John Johnson, were to ascend the St. Lawrence to Lake 
Ontario, and penetrate towards Albany by way of the Mohawk river. 
General Burgoyne, with an army of more than 7.000 men, exclusive 
of a corps of artillery and a largo body of Indians, invested Ticon- 
deroga on the 30th of June. This fortress was abandonded by 
General St. Clair, on the approach of the enemy. The rear-guard 
of the American army, consisting of 1.000 men, under Colonel War- 
ner, was overtaken and defeated at. llubbardston. General Schuyler, 
who commanded at Fort Edward, was obliged to retire to Saratoga 
before the superior force of the enemy. While the British were en- 
camped at Fort Edward, a detachment, under Colonel Baum, was 
sent to take possession of the American stores at Bennington, in the 
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New Hampshire grants. General Stark collected the militia in that 
vicinity, and an obstinate engagement took place, in which the British 
were totally defeated. On the 3d of August, St. Leger, with about 
1,800 men, invested Fort Schuyler, under tin; command of General 
Gansevoort. He had a severe conflict with General Herkimer, who 
was advancing to the relief of tile garrison, and was obliged to aban- 
don the siege and return to Montreal. General Burgoyne, having 
advanced as far as Saratoga, found himself surrounded by a brave 
army, from which he endeavored m vain to effect a retreat. In this 
extremity, on the 17th of October, he was compelled to surrender his 
whole army, consisting of more than 5,700 men, to General Gates. 

During the operations at Saratoga., Sir Henry Clinton, with three 
thousand men, proceeded up the Hudson, with the view of effecting 
a diversion in favor of Hurgoyne. On the 6th of October, he made 
an attack on forts Montgomery and Clinton. These works were car- 
ried at the point of the bayonet, hut most of the garrisons escaped. 
Forts Independence and Constitution were evacuated, and General 
Putnam, who had the command on the Hudson, retreated to Fishkill. 
General Tryon on the following day burned Continental Village, 
where considerable stores were deposited ; General Yaughan with a 
strong detachment, proceeding up the river, devastated the settle- 
ments along its banks, burned the village of Kingston, and then em- 
barked for New York. 

In the campaigns of 1778 and 1779, nothing decisive was effected ; 
the British engaged in no enterprise of much importance, and appear 
to have aimed at little more than to plunder and devastate the unpro- 
tected parts of the country. Many acts of cruelty were committed, 
and a great amount of public and private properly destroyed. The 
main bodyof the American army was concentrated near West Point, 
for the protection of that important fortress. General Clinton, having 
seized the works at Verphmek's Neck and Stoncy Point, General 
Washington formed a design for their recovery. The reduction of 
the fortress at Stoney Point by Gen. Wayne, by assault, on the 16th 
of July, 1779, was one of the most bold and daring enterprises which 
occurred during the war. 

The Indians of the Six Nations (with the exception of the Oneidas 
and a few others) had been induced by the presents and promises of 
Sir John Johnson, and with the desire of plunder, to invade the fron- 
tiers, and wherever they went they carried slaughter and devasta- 
tion. To put a stop to these incursions, congress, in August, 1779, 
sent General Sullivan with an army against them. Sullivan, with a 
force of 3,000 men, marched from Easton, Pennsylvania, to Tioga 
Point, where he was joined by General Clinton, who marched from 
the Mohawk with a force of about one thousand men. The Indians 
collected their forces, and look a strong position near Newtown, Tioga 
county, determining to resist the advance of Sullivan. They stood 
a cannonade for more than two hours, during which time they repelled 
several assaults; they were, however, compelled to give way and 
abandon their works. Generals Sullivan and Clinton penetrated with- 
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out obstruction into the heart of the Seneca country, and spread deso- 
lation on every side. Eighteen towns and villages, besides hamlets 
and detached "habitations, were burnt. All their fields of corn, their 
orchards and gardens, were entirely destroyed. By this summary 
proceeding the ardor of the Indian warriors was damped, and their 
inroads became much loss frequent arid destructive. 

At the period of this expedition, diilevent parts of the state suffered 
severely from the depredations of detached parties of Indians. In 
July, Colonel Brandt, with a party of Indians and royalists, burned 
the Minisink settlement and took several prisoners. In August, the 
Indians with their tory associates destroyed the settlements at Cana- 
joharie, and burnt a number of houses at Schoharie and Norman's 
creek. In October, these irruptions were renewed, a great extent of 
country about the Mohawk was laid waste, and many of the settlers 
were killed or made prisoners. 

During the year 1780 and 1781, the operations of the war were 
chiefly conducted in the southern states, the British occupying the 
city of New York and its vicinity. In 1780, a plot, fraught with im- 
minent danger to the American cause, was happily discovered. Gen- 
eral Arnold having solicited and obtained the command of West 
Point, entered into a negotiation with Sir Henry Clinton, to deliver 
that important fortress into the hands of the enemy. To facilitate 
the correspondence, John Andre, the adjutant-general of the British 
army, proceeded up the Hudson in the Vulture sloop-of-war, as near 
West Point as practicable, without exciting suspicion. On the night 
of September 21st, Andre went on shore in a boat, and met Arnold 
on the beach. Failing to get on board the Vulture again, Andre at- 
tempted to return to New York by land, in disguise. Receiving a 
passport from Arnold, he passed the guards and outposts without 
suspicion. When about thirty miles from New York, he was met 
by three militia-men, J'anhfing, Williams, and Van Wert, who, re- 
fusing the bribes which Andre offered, carried him to their command- 
ing officer. He was tried as a spy by a board of officers, condemned, 
and executed. 

The capture of Cornwallis at York town, Virginia, convinced the 
British government of the impracticability of conquering the United 
States. The provisional articles of peace between the two countries 
were signed at Paris, November 30th, 1782. On the 19th of April, 
1783, a formal proclamation of the cessation of hostilities was made 
throughout the army, and the definitive treaty, acknowledging the 
independence of the United States, was signed on the 30th of Sep- 
tember. The British troops evacuated New York on the 25th of 
November, and the Americans took possession the same day. 

The termination of the revolutionary war, and the adoption of the 
federal constitution in 1788, gave a new aspect to the affairs of the 
country. During the war a considerable poviion of New York was 
in possession of the enemy, and many of its most fertile tracts open 
to their ravages : many of the new settlements wore broken up. On 
the return of peace these were resumed, and many others commenced, 
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which progressed with astonishing rapidity. Commerce, also, expe- 
rienced a rapid revival on the return of peace. In 1791, the exports 
to foreign poris amounted to above two million five hundred thousand 
dollars. In 1793, six hundred and eighty-three foreign vessels, and 
one thousand three hundred and eighty-one coasting vessels, entered 
the port, of New York. 

The controversy relative to the New Hampshire grants still con- 
tinued. Frequent, application had been made by both parties to the 
general congress for the interference of that body, but no decisive 
result was obtained. In 1789, the legislature passed an act in order 
to settle this controversy, and acknowledging the territory as an in- 
dependent state. Commissioners were mutually appointed, and in 
1790, after a controversy of tvventy-si\ years, the subject was brought 
to an amicable adjustment. In 1791, the new state was admitted into 
the Union, with the name of Vermont. 

In 1780, the state of New York, to quiet or put at rest certain an- 
tiquated claims of Massachusetts to a portion of her territory, granted 
that state large tracts of vacant lands. These lands consisted of two 
parts : one part comprehended all that part of the state lying west 
of a line beginning at the north at the mouth of Great Sodus bay, 
on Lake Ontario, and running thence southerly to the north line of 
Pennsylvania, except one mile on the east side of Niagara river, and 
the islands in that stream. This tract, consisted of six millions one 
hundred and forty-four thousand acres, and was called the Genesee 
Country. The other tract comprehended ten or twelve townships, 
of six square miles each, embraced in the counties of Broome and 
Tioga. These cessions embraced about 10,000 square miles, nearly 
one fourth of the state, New York ceding every thing, save sove- 
reignty, to Massachusetts without an equivalent. The government 
of Massachusetts sold the first tract to Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel 
Gorham, for one million of dollars, and the other to John Brown 
and others, for three thousand three hundred dollars and some cents. 

The u Military Lands" as they were called, were set apart by the 
legislature, in 1782, for the officers and soldiers of the state of New 
York, who should serve in the army of the United States till the end 
of the war, according to law. The military tracts contained about 
one million eight hundred thousand acres, comprehending, generally 
speaking, the counties of Onondaga, Cortkmdt, Cayuga, Tompkins, 
and Seneca, and parts of the counties of Oswego and Wayne. Pre- 
vious to the cession made to Massachusetts, and the grant made to 
the soldiers, the Indian title was not extinguished. Messrs. Phelps 
and Gorham, and the government of New York, had to extinguish 
these before settlements could be made. The iirst permanent settle- 
ment made in the western territory was by 1.1 ugh VVhite, in 1784, in 
company with four or five families from Connecticut, who seated 
themselves at VVhitostown, near Utica. 

A party of emigrants, in 1790 or 1791, made a road through the 
woods from the settlements of Wliitcstown to Canandaigua. Emigra- 
tion now increased from year to year. The winter was the season 
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usually chosen for emigrating from New England to the western 
country. Then, as the country was shaded by forest trees, there was 
commonly snow enough for sleighing. In 1796, the British evac- 
uated forts Oswepateliie and Oswego, and immediately afterward set- 
ments were begun at these places. In 1797 and 1798, settlements 
were commenced at Lowville, Wa.tertown, and Brownville, in than 
counties of Lewis and Jefferson. Settlements were now rapidly ex- 
tended on every side. The settlements along the great road 'from 
Utica to Genesee river, were mostly connected by the year 1800, and 
from that year the western country began to attain consequence in 
the councils of the state. 

In 1795, Governor Clinton, having for eighteen years discharged 
the office of governor, declined a re-election on account of sustaining 
the republican principle of rotation in office. He was succeeded by 
John Jay, who continued in the office till 1801, when Mr. Clinton 
again accepted a re-election. In 1796, the legislature granted the 
Oneida Indians an annuity of $5,558, in lieu of all former stipulations 
For lands purchased in 17*95; $3,300 to the Cayugas ; and $2,000 to 
the Onondagas. A general organization act was passed in 1801, 
dividing the state into thirty counties. Mr. Clinton, having been 
elected vice-president of the United States, Morgan Lewis succeeded 
him as governor, in 1804. Mr. Lewis was succeeded by Daniel 
D. Tompkins, in 1807. Albany, the same year, was made the capi- 
tal of the state. 

In 1810, an act was passed by the legislature "for exploring the 
route of an inland navigation from Hudson's river to Lake Ontario 
and Lake Erie." Commissioners were appointed for this purpose, 
who made a report the following year.* The subject now began to 
excite general interest, and a bill heing introduced by Mr. Clinton, an 
act was passed, " to provide for the improvement of the internal navi- 
gation of the state." Commissioners were again appointed to solicit 

* The first legislative movement with reic.i'cnce !<> it communication like ilie present 
canal between the Hudson and Lake Eric, was brought about by the exertions of Mr. 
Joshua Forman, thcti a miink-r of nssemlily iron] Onondaga i.' mnly, who proposed to the 
House, Four uiirv 4l'n, 1808, that "a join! roni to iti.ee be a.]!] jointed, 10 take into consideration 
the propriety of exploring and causing a:: tn'curatc survey ■:> be maito of the most eligible 
and direct rou'o fur a canal, to open a commiimi/.iilr.ui bctmc.ii the tide, writers of the Hud. 
eon and Lake Eric, to die end that congress, may be enabled to appropriate stroll sums as 
may be necessary to the accon-plislmun! of Ilia; treat object." " The proposition," says 
Gordon, in his very able Gaze I leer, " was roof ivi'd by the House ' wi'li Midi expressions of 
surprise and ridicule, as are due to a very wild and foolish project,' l( was fortunately, 
however, firmly sus'amed by the proposer and ins jVieuJs, and dually sanctioned upon the 
principle, ' that it cci.tbl ilo tv.j nana arai might do some good.' But die joint committee, pre. 
possessed ill favor of the Oswego route, directed the surveyor, gone rid to cause a survey of 
the rivers, streams, and waters in iln: usual route be' ween Hudson river :u\d Lake Rrie, and 
such ether route ns in: riu:'!it ijrcm ;;.'■■■ -ye.r .- spiking to die Kirvcy-.e'-ger.ova! the responsi- 
bility of countenancing a project deemed absurd. Six hunoreo di.il/r-, orsly, could be pro- 
cured for the exploration When in January, JS09, Mr. l-'orman waited upon 

President JeiTerion, and infor d hiin 'hat in view of his proposal ds expend the surplus 

revenues of the nation in making roads ami cainils, '.I.e. state of New York had explored 
the route of a canal from ii:c Ibnbor: 10 J.uke lire, jmjJ s,nd found it practicable ; and when 
he had described all the advantages anticipated, (he prcsiiicnt replied, 'that it was a veiy 
ii;.t! p-jjee.t, and might he executed a century hence.'" 
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aid from the congress of the United States. De Witt Clinton and 
Governeur Morris were appointed to lay the subject before the gen- 
eral government. They proceeded to Washington, and presented a 
memorial to congress; but were unsuccessful in their application to 
that body for assistance. In March, 1812, the 'commissioners again 
made a report to the legislature, and insisted that now sound policy 
demanded that the canal should be made by the state on her own 
account. The subject was, however, soon after suspended by the 
breaking 1 out of the war with (Treat. Britain. 

War having boon declared in 181-2. the attention of the Americans 
was early directed to the invasion of Canada, and troops to the num- 
ber of eight or ten thousand were collected along the line for this 
purpose. They were distributed into three divisions : the northwest- 
ern army, under General Harrison; the army of the centre, under 
General Stephen Van Kcnsseiaer, at Lewis ton ; and the army of the 
north, in the vicinity of Plattsburg, under General Dearborn, the 
commander-in-chief. Great exertions were also made in preparing a 
naval force upon the lakes, the command of which was intrusted to 
Commodore Chauncey. About the 1st of October Commodore Chaun- 
cey, with a body of seamen, arrived at Sacketts Harbor ; several 
schooners which had been employed as traders on the lake were 
purchased, and fitted out as vessels of war. Lieutenant Elliot was 
despatched to Black Hock, to make arrangements there for building a 
naval force superior to tliat of the enemy on Lake Erie. 

On the 13th of October, a detachment of one thousand men under 
Colonel Van Rensselaer crossed the .Niagara river at Lewiston, and 
attacked the British on the heights of Queenston. They succeeded 
in dislodging the enemy, but. not being reinforced from the American 
side, as was expected, were afterward repulsed, and compelled to 
surrender. During the ensuing winter, the operations of the war on 
the New York frontier were mostly suspended. Some skirmishing 
took place along the St. Lawrence ; but the opposing enemies being 
divided by a barrier of ice, not sufficiently strong to admit of the 
transportation of artillery, no enterprise of importance was att< 
In April, 1813, General" Dearborn made dispositions for i 
upon York, the capital of Upper Canada. The enterprise was com- 
mitted to a detachment of one thousand seven hundred men, under 
the command of General Pike, assisted by the fleet under the com- 
mand of Commodore Chauncey. General Pike was killed in the 
attack, but the place, with large quantities of military stores, fell into 
the hands of the Americans. Commodore Chauncey having returned 
with the fleet to Port Niagara, it was immediately resolved to make a 
descent upon Fort George, situated upon the opposite shore. An 
attack was made on the 27th of May, and after a short contest the 
place fell into the hands of the Americans. 

During these operations of the Americans, several enterprises were 
undertaken by the enemy. About the last of May, a detachment of 
about one thousand British soldiers, under Sir George Prevost, made 
an attack on Sacketts Harbor, hut, were repulsed with considerable 
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loss. On the 10th of September, Commodore Perry captured the 
British fleet on Lake Erie. The operations on Lake Ontario were 
less decisive. During the latter port of summer and autumn, frequent 
skirmishes took place, but no important advantage was obtained by 
either party. After the victory on Luke Erie, great preparations 
were made for the conquest of Montreal. This object was to be 
effected by two divisions under GcnerMs Wilkinson and Hampton, 
who were to effect a junction on the St. Lawrence. The division 
under Wilkinson moved down the river early in November ; on the 
11th, a severe but indecisive engagement with the enemy took place 
at Williamsburg. General .Hampton made a short incursion into 
Canada, but no junction was effected. The enterprise against Mon- 
treal was abandoned, and the troops retired to winter quarters at 
French Mills, near St. Regis. Fort George was evacuated and blown 
up by the Americans. In December, the British crossed over above 
Fort Niagara, and took that place by storm. After the capture of the 
fort, they proceeded up the river and burnt Lewiston, Youngstown, 
Manchester, and the Indian village of Tusoa.rora. On the 30th, a de- 
tachment of the British crossed over near Black Rock. They were 
feebly opposed by the militia, who soon gave way, and were totally 
routed. Having set fire to Blaek Rock, the enemy advanced to 
Buffalo, which they laid in ashes, thus completing the desolation of 
the Niagara frontier. 

Early in July, 1814, Fort Erie was taken by the Americans, and 
during the same month sanguinary battles were fought at Chippewa 
and Bridgewater. On the 11th of September. Sir George Prevost, 
with an army of fourteen thousand men, made a descent upon Platts- 
burg, and after a severe engagement, was compelled to retire with 
great loss. The British fleet, under Commodore Downic, was cap- 
tured by Commodore Macdonough, on the same day. The war 
was terminated by the treaty of Ghent, signed by the commi 
of both countries, .December 24th, 1874, and ratified by the p 
and senate on the 17th of the following February. 

On the termination of the war, the consideration of the great plan 
for the internal navigation of the state was resumed. During the 
session of 1817, a memorial was presented, signed by upwards of 
one hundred thousand citizens, calling upon the legislature to pass 
laws for the commencement and execution of the proposed canals. 
An act was accordingly passed, and large appropriations made for 
this purpose. The Erie and Ohamplain canals were immediately 
commenced and vigorously prosecuted. The Erie canal, from Al- 
bany to Buffalo, was completed in 1825, at an expense of about eight 
millions of dollars, and is one of the most magnificent works of the 
kind ever constructed. The Charnpla.hi canal, seventy-one miles in 
length, was completed in 1823, at an expense of $875,000. 

In 1817, Governor Tompkins was chosen vice-president of the Uni- 
ted States, and De Witt Clinton was elected to succeed him as gov- 
ernor of New York. In 1822. Mr. Clinton declining a re-election, he 
was succeeded by Joseph C. Yates. During this year, (1822,) the 
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constitution of the state having been revised by a convention at Al- 
bany the preceding year, was accented by Ihe people in January. In 
1824 , De Witt linton was again re-elected to the office of governor. 
He died suddenly, February 11th, 1828, and the duties of his office 
devolved on Nathaniel Pitcher, the lieutenant-governor. Martin 
Van Buren was next elected governor. He entered on the duties of 
the office on the 1st of .Ian nary, 1829, which, after holding for three 
months, he resigned. He was succeeded by Enos T. Th-roop, who 
exercised the office of governor from 1829 lo 1833, when he was suc- 
ceeded by William F. Marry. Governor Marry was succeeded in 
the office of governor by Will jam II. Seward, in 1837. 

In the year 1839. an ovu break took place among the tenants on the 
Rensselaer estate. A body of the Jinii-Rfmters, (us they were call- 
ed,) convened at Berne on the fourth of July, and determined to 
refuse the payment of rent. The Sheriff, and some other public of- 
ficers were resisted, and in some instances barely escaped with their 
lives. The Anti-Renters while engaged in these proceedings were 
disguised as ImVtans and great difficulty was found by the officers of 
justice in identifying the persons of these disturbers of the public 
peace. A military force was called out, ami (lie difficulties were ap- 
parently suppressed. But the rebellious spirit was only smothered 
for a short period. The A nti -Renters soon met as usual, and effected 
a kind of organised resistance to the execution of the laws. 

In 1843, Gov. Seward was succeeded in the office of Governor, by 
William C. Bouck. During his administration, on the 20th of De- 
cember, two persons were killed hy the Anti-Renters in Rensselaer 
County. In 1845, Gov. Bouck was succeeded in office by Silas 
Wright. The Anti-Renters still continued their disturbances and on 
the 7th of August, 1845, Dep. Sheriff Steele was murdered at Andes, 
while serving a process of law. Gov. Wright now declared Dela- 
ware County to be in a state of insurrection ; a military force was 
ordered on to the scene of disorder ; a large number of the Anti-Ren- 
ters were seized and imprisoned. Two of the ring leaders were 
sentenced to death ; but subsequently this punishment was commut- 
ed to imprisonment for life. 

In June 1846, a convention elected by the people to revise and amend 
the Constitution of the Slufe., commenced its session at Albany, and in 
October following, reported one which was iidoiited by the people in No- 
vember by a majority of more than 20,000 votes, fn 1847, John Young 
was Governor, he was succeeded in office by Hamilton Fish, who was 
succeded in 1831 by Washington Hunt. The great work, the New York 
and Erie Railroad, ivas completed at an expense of about twenty -three 
millions of dollars, in 1851. 
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Albany county was originally organized in 1683 ; but its limits 
have since been greatly altered. In the year 1768, there were but ten 
counties in the state, viz: New York, Westchester, Dutchess, Orange, 
Ulster, Albany, Richmond, Kins*. Queens, and Suffolk. This county 
then embraced the whole of the territory of New York lying north of 
Ulster and west of the Hudson river, as well as all northward of Dutch- 
ess on the east side of the Hudson. Its greatest length now is 28, and 
greatest breadth 21 miles. 

The surface and soil are very much diversified. Along the Hudson 
are alluvial flats, nowhere exceeding a mile in width, susceptible in 
some places of high cultivation. From these flats, the surface rises 
abruptly 140 feet, and thence gradually westward to the mountains. 
On the Mohawk, the tiind is broken, rugged, and naturally sterile; on 
the west arc the Delderberg .Hills, precipitous and craggy, with a soil 
of calcareous loam. Centrally the county consists of undulating 
grounds and plains, with small marshes and tracts of cold, wet sands 
and clay, but which of late years have been greatly fertilized by gyp- 
sum, converting the piny and sandy desert into fragrant clover and 
fruitful wheat fields. Still, large tracts in this county are unimproved 
and perhaps unimprovable ; but the greater portion is productive of 
wheat, of which a large surplus is annually sent to the New York 
market. The country is well watered by streams which, flowing 
from the highlands, emp'y into the Hudson, affording valuable hydrau- 
lic power. 

In many parts of the county both limestone and graywacke are ex- 
tensively quarried for building ; and many of the locks on the Erie ca- 
nal, near Albany, are constructed of the former. Mineral springs 
abound. At the village of Coeymans is one containing sulphate of 
magnesia, muriate of lime, iron, sulphureted hydrogen, and carbonic 
acid gas. Sulphureted hydrogen springs abound in every direction. 
The county is divided into 10 towns, viz : 

Albany city, Coeymans, New Scotland, Westerlo. 
Berne, Guilderland, Rensselaerville, 

Bethlehem, Knox, Water vliet, 

Albany, the capital of New York, and the oldest city, and next to 
Jamestown the earliest European settlement within the original thir- 
teen United States, lies in 42° 39' 3" N. lat., and 3° 12' E, Ion., from 
Washington. It received its present name in the year 1664, in honor 
of James, duke of York and Albany, who afterward mounted the 
ihrone of England as James It. lis original Indian name was 
Svagh-negh-ta-da, signifying " the end of the pine woods" and this 
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'it, 

name for the same reason was applied by the aborigines to the site 
of the city of Schenectady, where it is yet retainer! with a slight va- 
riation in the orthography. Tiie Dutch named .Albany "Beaver- 
wyck," [i. e. Bcaver-town,] and afterward, " Willernstadt." It was 
never known as Fort Orange, or Urania, as has been asserted ; but 
the fort only was called Fori Orange.* Albany was probably never 
visited by a wiril-n -man till Sept., HilO, when Flendrieke Chrystance, 
who was sent up the river by Henry Hudson to explore the country, 
first landed here; and as far as can bo learned from tradition and 
some documentary evidence, he landed somewhere in the present 
North Market street. In that or the succeeding year, a party of 
the Butch built a blockhouse on the north point of Boyd's Island, a 
short distance below the Albany ferry. 

This house was creeled for a Uvo-idid purpose: first, to open a 
trade with the Indians for furs ; the next, to secure themselves against 
any sudden attack from the savages. But it was soon demolished, 
for the nest spring's freshet a.nd ice swept the whole of it away. 
This party then chose a hill, subsequently called •' Kiddenhooghten,"-\ 
within two miles of Albany, for the erection of another trading- 
house. The Indians called this hill " Ta-wass-a-gun-shee," or the 
" Look-out Hill." Not long afterward, this spot was abandoned, 
and a more convenient post selected. The place last chosen was in 
the vicinity of the house now called " Fort Orange Hotel," in South 
Market street. The Dutch there erected a Fort, " mounting eight 
stona pi.ecr^,"'l and called it " Fort. Orange." 

Until after the year 1625, the Dutch did not contemplate making 
any permanent settlements in this state. They merely visited the 
country in the autumn and winter, with a view to the fur trade 
with the Indians, returning in the spring to Holland, or " Vader- 
landt." But in that year, the Dutch West India Company first en- 
tertained the idea of colonizing their newly discovered territories in 
America, and accordingly offered large appropriations of land to 
such families as should "settle" in their colony of New Netherlands. 
This soon brought many over, and from thai period till 1635, several 
of our most respectable Dutch families arrived: among them were the 
ancestors of the Van Scbelhiyne. Qua ck en boss. Lansing, Bleeker, 
Van Ness, Pruyn, Van Woert, Wendell, Van Eps, and Van Rensse- 
laer families. 

It does not appear that any stone or brick building was erected 
here (the fort excepted) until the year 1647, when, according to 



*For most of the Matemonls. (fiver! rcspectim; the early hi--='ury of .-YI'Liai;y, die fimlinrs 
are indebted to tno " I;i-I:;f;i';.l iicmiiii^fi iu:i ?.," j);.!ili?he'i in die .\:;]o:-ii:an Journal, 1P'J.> 

T lC : tlJn'/,'i!>i;!,/ri,i, or KidiU-hci^hls <„- hill, ivocived its neme jibi.mt the year 1701; and, 
amoroing id Irridiliiiii, in inr:u;.iy of the pitiilo jurtit, s:i cr^lml.'r] " in s-onit svnd story," 
ivho it is ^qipo*™ i:o".oea[ec ; : i U(. 1 1 di'his ill-got' or: nunaiire in ilie vicinity. It is, however, 
don bred whether Kiud iisetttikd the II::iL;o:r a; far as Albany. 

t Atr'urditig 10 Mr. Vender K.-triiii, the Ta:):-';uor of uur Dui'jli rcoovds, ihi-y were called 
" : ' Siieii-g'jsliiciien," or stone piee::?, iiee;;u*e t::ey wore loaded ivi'li nt'mc instead of iron 
hall. They wore formed of bn/! -.nrl Mrot:i; !:,.i: b:i:s, lo:i_;ituaL:ia:!y imd, and bound with 
iron hoopa, and wore of immense caliber. 



HosledbyGOOgle 



ALBANY COUNTY. 47 

a "letter from Commissary I)e la Montn.gnic" to the Dutch gov- 
ernor at New Amsterdam, (New York,) a stone building was erected 
near the fort, and he complains of the " enormous libations" upon 
the occasion of celebrating it* completion: "No less" (he says) 
"thanS ankers (138 gallons) of brandy were consumed." 

About 100 years since, Albany was protected against sudden ir- 
ruptions from the Indians by the erection of palisades,"' part of the 
remains of which were visible within the last forty years. Barrack 
(now Chapel) street, was the principal place for business. The gov- 
ernment of the city was extremely rigid, and often cruel ; it bore 
the character more of a military despotism than that of a civil po- 
lice ; heavy penalties were imposed for the least infraction of the 
laws' regulating the trade with the Indians, and many families conse- 
quently ruined. This severity drove some of the "traders" to the 
Schenectady flats, where they intercepted a considerable portion of 
the fur on its way to Albany, and which occasioned for many years 
the most bitter animosities between the inhabitants of both places. 
The circulating medium then in use consisted principally of sewant, 
or wampum. 

Ministers of the reformed religion worts regularly sent out from 
Holland to the colony. In 1657, the Rev, Gideon Schaats sailed 
from Amsterdam for this colony, and about the same time the Dutch 
West India Company wrote a letter, stating that they would send a 
bell and & pulpit, " for the inhabitants of Fort Orange, and of the vil- 
lage of Beaverwick, for their newly constructed little church." In 




Ancient Dutch Church, Albany. 

1715, this church became too small for the congregation, and the 
proprietors adopted a singular mode of enlarging it. Beyond and 
on every side of the ancient building, they sunk a new stone wall ; 

"These [if.li.-iLd.'- ciinsisreil of irjrjro pieces of linnnr i:i elosc coiilao! wiitj each othnr, 
driven endwise iiuo rhu stuuinl, mill sates or openings were made at suitable intervals, 
which were closed at night. 
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on this foundation they raised a larger structure. Having thus com- 
pletely enclosed the first church, they took it down and removed the 
whole, with only the loss of public worship for 1 hree sabbaths. The 
new edifice, which had been constructed in this manner, was one 
story high, of Gothic appearance, having its windows richly orna- 
mented with coats of arms. This church, of which the preceding en- 
graving is a representation, stood about ninety-two years in the open 
area formed by the angle of State, Market, and Court streets. It 
was taken down in 180(1, and the stone of which it was constructed 
was used in the erection of the South Dutch Church, between Hud- 
son and Beaver streets. Fort Orange, on the river bank, appears to 
have been but a slight fortification. In 1839, a complaint was 
made by the commandant of the fort to Gov. Stuyvesant, stating 
" that the fort was in a miserable state of decay, and that the hogs 
had destroyed a part of it." A later work built of stone was erected 
on the river hill, at the west end of State -street. The English Church 
was just below it, at the west end of a market. 

As has been stated, the government of Bcaverwick, or Albany, 
while under the Dutch rule was rigid and arbitrary. It was in the 
hands of three or more "commissaries," appointed by the governor 
and council, who visually held their olfie.es for one year. Without the 

E emission of the commissaries, no one was allowed to build houses, 
uy or sell, or to establish nianulhclorics, stores, shops, taverns, or 
beer-houses. In 1647, Jan La Bci.lt.ie applied for permission "to 
build a brewery," which was granted " on his paying yearly six beav- 
ers, a duty of perhaps of about eighty dollars. The duties were 
generally farmed out, or sold at auction ; and during this year and 
several years afterward, the duties on beer in Beaverwick exceeded 
eight hundred dollars. The fines imposed for the violation of ordi- 
nances were generally distributed in the sentence in this way : " one 
third to the church, one third to the public, and one third to the 
attorney-general." 

"Professor Kalrn, who visii.ed Albany m 17<19, lias lcli us some facia. All the people 
then understood Dulch. Alt rliu houses siood gable end lo lliu sirred ; the ends were of 
brick, and the side walls of planks or log;. The i;u:iers on the rows went out almost to 
the middle of ihe street, ;;-i -n il v annoy In" ivaeellei:- in 'r.eir oi sella :■.■■;?. At the stoopes 
(porches) the poo;ile sj'cjii ruYn'.h of thou rime, ospceially on ihe sorely side; and in the 
evenings they were (died wilii bolli sexes. The streets were diny by reason of the cattle 
possessing dieir free use daring :bo siauuier r;:u'li's. They had no knowledge of stoves, 
and dieir ehimnies were so wide iha: one couid drive diroudi theo will] .a earl, and horses. 
Many people still made wampum to sell to Indians ami traders. Dutch manner* every- 
where prevailed ; but llieit lire.-- in g ml was tlVr llie English form. They were re. 

garded as close in traffic; were very frugal in their house eeoii.uuy and diet. Their 
women were over-nieo hi cleanliness, seou^es 1 doors ami kitehen u'ensils several times a 
week ; rising very early and cuing to sleep eery line. Tin ir servants were olnolly negroes. 
Their breakfast was tea witliou: ou.k, using ,11 gar by puoiug a shim II bit into the mouth. 
Their dinner was buiiorini.k mid bre'iii ; and if 10 ilea i'.:ev added sugar, it was deemed 
delicious."— Watson's Skeleties of Oi.,l?.n 'Hums in New York 

Albany was incorporated as a city, under Governor Dongan's 
administration, in 1686. The charter limits were one mile on the 
river, and extended northwest to the north line of the manor of Rens- 
selaer, and retaining that width thirteen and a half miles ; the fee simple 
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of which was vested in the corporation. Its bounds were enlarged 
by the addition of part of the small town of Colonie, in 1815, which 
now forms the fifth ward. The government of the city is now lodged 
in a mayor, recorder, ten aldermen, and leu assistant aldermen, who 
are annually elected on the first Tuesday of May. The plat on which 
the city is built is uneven. A low alluvial fiat extends along the river 
from fifteen to one hundred rods wide ; west of which rises abruptly 
a hill of clay and sand, in the first half mile one hundred and fifty- 
three feet, and in the nest about sixty-seven feet high; from this 
summit the country extends in nearly an even plain to Schenectady. 
The position of Albany, necessarily makes it a great thoroughfare. 
The completion of the canals has given it a great commercial im- 
jx>rtance, making it the entrepot for a great proportion of the pro- 
ducts destined for the New York market. To accommodate this 
trade, a basin has been constructed by the citizens on the river, in 
which ail the northern and western canal boats are received. It 
consists of part of the river included between the shore and a pier 
eighty feet wide, and four thousand three hundred feet long. The 
pier contains about eight acres, on which stores have been built, and 
where immense quantities of lumber and other articles of trade are 
deposited. The basin has an area of thirty-two acres. 




State and City Halls, Albany, 

The above is a west view of the State and City Halls, the fronts 
of which face the Academy Park, a small section of which appears 
on the left. The building on the right is the City Hall, constructed 
of white marble, hewed, out. by the state prisoners, at Sing Sing, and 
distinguished above all other edifices in this country by its gilded 
domelike tholnvalides at Paris. It. was completed in December, 1832. 
In the rotunda of this building there is a statue of Hamilton, a copy 
of that by Greenough, in the Merchants' Exchange, destroyed by the 
great fire in New York, in 1 835. There are also two designs in bass- 
relief, executed by W. C'ofiee, at (lie cost of the citizens, commemora- 
tive of De Witt Clinton and Sir Waller Scott. A bust of each is 
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introduced in the designs; that, of Clinton is sin-rounded by figures, 
representing Commerce, Agriculture. Science, a canal Sock, &c. The 
bust of Scott is aceornoaiiicd with a female figure, presenting a volume 
inscribed " Marmion :" the words " Minstrel"' and " Waverly" a.ppear 
on a scroll below ; the Genius of 1 i ist.ory, fame, and the emblems of 
death and immortality, are also introduced. The New State Hall, par- 
tially seen on the left, was commenced in 18')r>. It covers an area of 
one hundred and thirty-eight by eighty-eight feet, and is sixty-five feet 
in height. The materials of the building are brick and stone; the 
exterior faced with marble, from Mount Pleasant ; the ceilings are 
arched with brick, and the whole fire-proof. This edifice contains 
the offices of the secretary of state, comptroller, treasurer, attorney- 
general, surveyor-general, &c. 








East View of the Capitol at Albany. 

Tjie above is an eastern view of the ca.nitol, situated at the head 
of State-street, one hundred and thirty feet above the level of the 
river. It is substantiidly built of stone, at an exucD.se of $120,000, of 
which the city corporation paid §84,000. The hall of the repre- 
sentatives and the senate chamber, each contain full length portraits 
of Washington, and of several governors of the state. The Academy 
is on the north side of the public square ; is a fine building, con- 
structed of Nyac stone, three stories high and ninety feet front; 
cost, at the city charge, 8!}(),000, exclusive of the site and some im- 
portant donations. The Albany inxlihde. has commodious apartments 
in the Academy. Its library contains about two thousand volumes, 
and its museum more than ten thousand specimens in geology, 
mineralogy, botany, coins, engravings, casts, &c. It publishes its 
transactions from time to time, and has a high reputation abroad. 
The Albany Female Academy, is a beautiful building, erected by a 
company incorporated February, 1821 ; this institution has a high 
reputation. The Exchange, Blauwix. Hall, the Museum, and several 
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of the clmrches, are fine buildings. The AtM-nciim was established 
in f827 ; the Albany Library, established in 171)2, and now connected 
with the Atlier.emn, has about nine thousand volumes. 

There are six banks, viz : — Bank of Albany, incorporated in f 792 ; 
capital, $240,000. New York Slate Bank, incorporated f 803 ; capi- 
tal, $369,600. Mechanics and Farmeis' Bank, incorporated 1811; 
capital, 8142,000. Commercial Bank, incorporated 1825; capital, 
$300,000. Canal Bank, incorporated Ic<29; capita!, $300,000. Al- 
bany City Bank, incorporated 1834 ; capital, 8500,000. The Albany 
Savings Bank was incorporated in 1820. 

There are 30 churches : among which are 5 Presbyterian; 3 Dutch 
Reformed; 4 Methodist. Kpiseopal ; 1 Protectant Methodist ; 1 Color- 
ed do. ; 3 Baptist ; 1 Colored do. ; 2 Catholic ; 3 .Episcopalian ; 1 
Friends; 1 Universalis!.. Population 50,771. Albany is distant from 
New York 148 miles ; from Washington city, 376 ; Philadelphia. 
237; Boston, 171; Hartford, 92; Montreal, 247; Quebec, 394: 
Detroit, 664 ; Buffalo via Utica by land, 296 ; via Cherry Valley, 282 ; 
by the canal, 363. 

Upon the northern bounds of the city is the mansion house of the 
late Stephen Van Rensselaer, Esq., the patroon of the manor of Rens- 
selaerwyck. It is almost entirely surrounded by a thick forest of trees, 
giving it an unusually retired aspect. " The name of this gentleman 
can scarcely be mentioned without a passing tribute to his merit, 
Blessed with groat wealth, which so frequently leads to selfish egotism 
and exchtsiveness, he has through life been distinguished as an active 
and efficient public man ; bestowing ins personal services and his for- 
tune, to the encouragement of every species of improvement in litera- 
ture, science, and art. His name, as a benefactor, is associated with 
most of the charitable and scientific institutions of the state ; and he 
has perhaps done more than any other citizen to foster agriculture 
and internal improvements." 

Rensselacrville is a village of about 1,000 inhabitants, ISO houses, 
4 churches, and 7 stores, 24 miles SW. of Albany. Coeymans vil- 
lage, 12 miles below Albany, contains 2 churches, 1 00 dwellings, and 
about 700 inhabitants. There are several extensive brick yards in this 
place, which has a convenient steamboat landing. 

The flourishing manufacienng village of Canoes is situated near 
the falls, on the bank of the Mohawk, within a short distance of the 
junction of the Erie and Champlain canals. The water-power devel- 
oped here is very great, and the advantages of this position for manu- 
facturers are among the best in the stale. 

" Tho Cahoes rails, in full view of lilt' villi>j;i-, and seen with special advantage from 
the liridjro, liavt; a loud descent of 7^ feel, end a peipeadicnlar pitch of nbont 40. Above 
the calm-act, t.lio lunik on tlie left lias nearly f'.HI feel perpendicular elevation, and below, 
170 feet. On the i\;m above the piled, tin: bunk Is low ; but below it, the shore is be- 
tween 80 and 90 Ibei. lii K h ; briow the fads the river runs in a deep, rocky, and broken 
bed for a short distune.', expanded into the placid pou. formed by (.he stale darn, and glides 
over that dam in one lovely sheet of about J- of a mile in length, whose jienlle fall of 7 
feet makes a please Lit cmUi-ast with llie jrreal ,-alaiii:;i above. In Ibmcs , the- whole bed 
at the latter is coveted with ivaler, which descends: ,11 one unbroken torrent about 300 feet 
vide. At such seasons, (he hijdi rucky barriers which coatinc tin- nireeni, the roar of the 
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limity." 

West Troy, incorporated in IV<H>, comprising (■ ibbonsville, Wa- 
tervliet, and Port Schuyler, is situated upon the Hudson, opposite 
Troy. A communication is constantly kept up with it by ferries, and 
a fine macadamized road miles in length along i!ie river connects it 
with Albany. A valuable water-power is derived from the Junction 
canal, and used at tiro arsenal and other works. The village has, by 
the census of 1840, a population of 4,607; and enjoying all the ad- 
vantages of navigation possessed by Troy, grows rapidly. The Uni- 
ted States arsenal, located here, comprises several extensive buildings 
of stone and brick, in which there are a large quantity of arms, with 
workshops for their repair. Among the cannon are some pieces 
taken at Saratoga, and at Yorklown ; others, presented to the United 
States by Louis XVI., with some cast in New York and Philadelphia 
during the revolution. A suburb of Troy, called North Troy, has been 
laid out rijion Tibbers island, upon which is the railroad depot. 

A.t JYiskayuna there is a small society of Shakers, which was 
established here in September, 1776, by Ann Lee. They own 3,000 
acres of good land, well cultivated, and divided into four farms, on 
each of which is a family, the whole amounting to about 80 persons 
of both sexes and all ages. From a very small beginning, the society 
has grown into several communities, the largest of which, is established 
at New Lebanon, Columbia county. 

Ann Lee, or " Mother Ann" (as she is usually called,) was born 
at Manchester, England. About the, year 1758, she joined herself to 
the society of Shakers, so called from the singular tremblings and 
shakings with which these people were affected at their religious 
meetings. According to the account given by her biographer, she 
passed through great, trial and distress of mind for the space of nine 
years, during which period she had many visions and revelations. 
She set herself up as a religious teacher, and soon collected a num- 
ber of followers, who believed her to be the " elect lady," spoken 
of in the 2d of John. After having been imprisoned in England and 
confined in a madhouse, she set sail ior America, in the spring of 
1774, with a number of her followers ; particularly, Abraham Stan- 
ley, her husband, William Lee, her brother, James Whitaker, and 
John Hocknell ; and arrived at New York the following August. It 
appears that Mother Ann remained in New York nearly two years, 
and then went to Albany, and thence, in the following September, to 
Niskayuna. In 1781, she began a progress through various parts of 
the country, particularly of New England, which lasted, we are told, 
about two years and four months. She died in 1784. 
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ALLEGANY COUNTY. 



Allegany county was taken from Genesee in 1806. It is 44 
miles long, 28 wide, being pari, of the tract ceded to Massachusetts. 
The two western tier* of towns are within the Holland Land Com- 
pany's purchase. The Genesee river flows through the county by a 
deep channel, depressed from live hundred to eight hundred feet below 
the higher hills. By an act passed in 1828, this river was declared 
a public highway from Rochester to the Pennsylvania line. The soil 
is of a good quality, there being extensive tracts of alluvion, and the 
uplands embrace a variety. The northern part is best for grain, but 
as a whole it is belter for grazing; Wheat and corn thrive well in 
the valley and on the river flats. Of the former, twenty-five bushels 
an acre are an average crop, and of the latter forty. On the upland, 
corn, rye, potatoes, oats, and buckwheat, are productive crops. The 
growth of forest trees being heavy, lumbering is carried on exten- 
sively. The llneh ester and Glean canal, chartered in 1836, and now 
construe!] rig, enters the county at Portage and terminates at Olean, in 
the adjoining comity of Cattaraugus. The line of the Erie railroad 
also passes through it. The county contains 30 towns, viz., 



Hired, 


llehvar. 


Genesee, 


Pike, 


Allen, 


Burns, 


Granger, 


t'erlage, 


Almond, 


Canoaclea, 


Grove, 


.Uushlord, 


Amity, 


Centerville, 


Hume, 


Seio, 


Audover, 


Clarlisville, 


Independence, 


West Almond, 


Angelica, 


Cuba, 


New Hudson, 


Wirt. 


rSeitast, 


Eagle, 


Numia, 




JJinl-iill, 


.Friendship. 


Oss;an, 





Angelica village, 52 miles S. from Balavia, and 2.~0 \V. from Albany, 
is the county seat. The village contains about 130 dwellings, 4 
churches, a batik, and 2 printing offices. About three miles SW. of 
the village is the seat of Philip Church, Esq., the first settler of the 
county in 1804. The town and village are named alter his mother, 
Mrs. Angelica Church, the eldest daughter of Gen. Philip Schuyler. 

The village, of Xunda Valley, about 18 miles N.lv from Angelica, 
on the line of the Genesee Valley canal, contains upwards of 100 
dwellings, 3 churches, and 10 stores. This place was first settled 
about 1826, and is located in a fertile country. Cuba village, about 
15 miles SW. of Angelica, contains about 100 dwellings. Portage- 
ville, on the west side of the Genesee, near the " Palls," contains about 
100 dwellings, 1 churches, and 8 or 10 stores, a number of mills, &c. 
This place is situated in the vicinity of the gorge of the Genesee, 
celebrated for its wdld grandeur, also for the exhibition of enterprise 
and skill in the construction of a tunnel for the canal through the solid 
rock, which here bounds the valley of the Genesee. " There are 
three distinct falls on the river, respectively sixty, ninety, and one 
hundred and ten feet high, within the space of two miles, each differ- 



Hosted byG00gk 



54 ALLEGANY COUN 1 



ing in character, and each having peculiar beauties. Although the 
cascades are highly admirable, they are almost disregarded in the 
wonder and fear caused by tin: stupendous perpendicular walls of the 



stream for three miles, with almost as rnu 
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Pass of the Genesee at Portage Falls, 

The above is a representation of the gorge, at that point where the 
river, coming from the south, takes a sudden and abrupt bend to the 
east. It is situated below the middle and ripper falls ; both of which 
are in full sight from near this point. The spectator is supposed to 
be standing in the valley, and looking castwardly in the direction of 
the lower falls, which aro about a mile and a half distant. Imme- 
diately in front rise massy, perpeinin'ular rocks, to the height of four 
hundred feet, their suinniii.s e.rowned wiib giganiic. pines and hem- 
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lock?, the aged sentinels of an hundred years. In the perspective, 
the river meanders along its cocky lied, until linally lust to the view 
behind projecting precipices. Far in the distant horizon is seen the 
hills of the Cashaqua, and to the right " Hornby Lodge," standing on 
the verge of the precipice, resembling tin ancient chateau; its rude, 

fothic architecture in keeping with the wildncss of the situation, 
'he sketch for the above engraving was taken at the close of the 
year. Winter had thrown her snowy mantle upon the face of na- 
ture. The huge evergreen? and naked limbs of the other forest trees 
were enveloped in their drapery of white ; immense icicles hung 
from the rocks ; while lii.e blue of the distant hilis, contrasting with 
the icy splendor and sublimity of die foreground, combined to render 
it a scene of indescribable grandeur. Some years since, a party of 
surveyors cut down an immense pine, standing on the verge of the 
precipice. It turned one somerset in its descent, and struck its butt 
perpendicularly upon the rocky bottom of the gorge. Every limb 
fell to the earth with the shock. It stood for a moment, a tall, limb- 
less trunk, quivered, and fell with a crash. 

The tunnel, eleven hundred and eighty feet in length, to which al- 
lusion has been made, commences at a point on the southern side of 
the gorge, about six hundred feet cast of the lodge, and has a south- 
western termination near the middle falls. The following description 
of this work, and the " lodge," is from an interesting series of letters, 
entitled "Midsummer Rambles,'' published in the New York Com- 
mercial Advertiser in the summer and autumn of 1840. "The trunk 
of the tunnel is to be twenty-seven feet wide and twenty feet high, 
Fortunately, the character of the rock: (sandstone) is favorable to the 
progress of the work. The contractor for this section is Elisha 
Johnson, Esq., formerly mayor of Rochester, and one of its most 
enterprising citizens. Mr. Johnson commenced this vast excavation 
last year, first running a shall or ' heading' live and a. half feet near- 
est the root; and of the entire width, required, through the whole length 
of the tunnel. One of the lateral drifts, for the introduction of air 
and light from the river brink to the main tunnel, had also been pre- 
viously completed," the opening to which is seen in the engraving 
on the rock in front of the " Lodge." 

"The entire excavation of this tunnel, including the gallery, shaft, 
and lateral drifts, will amount to more than twenty- five thousand cubic 
yards, for which the price paid is four dollars per yard. This, how- 
ever, will not, by a great amount, cover the entire cost of the tunnel; 
for since the excavation has been commenced, such is the character 
of the rock — thrown together apparently by nature in loose masses 
and blocks — that it now appears that the entire roof and sides of the 
tunnel will require arching with solid mason work. Indeed, tempo- 
rary arches of wood have been found necessary during the progress 
of almost every successive yard of the work. It is by far the great- 
est undertaking of the kind that has been attempted in our country. 
" Perceiving, at the outset, that his contract would require a long 
time for its completion, Mr. Johnson, whose daily presence was 
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necessary, windy determined to surround himself by his family. He 
accordingly prepared ' a lodge' for i.hom in the ' wilderness.' The site 
selected is wild ;tnd picturesque m a high degree. It stands upon a 
small plain or table, upon the highest verge of the precipitous bank of 
the river so often adverted to, a few yards only from the edge, whicJ 
juts out, and almost impends over the abyss, threatening to descend 
and overwhelm all that may be below. The site of the building is 
near the south w<^ tern entrance of the tunnel. Facing that direction, a 
full view is presented of the chasm of the river, and the upper and mid- 
dle falls ; the roar of which is incessant, and the ascending clouds of 
vapor of which iorm objects of ever-varying and incessant interest and 
beauty. ' Hornby dodge' is the name of Mr. Johnson's castle, and the 
grounds around it — purposely kept as wild, as nature herself has made 
them— are called ' Tunnel Park.' 



BROOME COUNTY. 

Broome cotinty, named after Lieut. Gov. Broome, was taken from 
Tioga in 1806. Length, on the Pennsylvania line, 37 miles ; breadth, 
on the Tioga boundary 28, on the Delaware 13, and midway 17 miles. 
Centrally distant from Aew York, northwest, 252, and from Albany, 
southwest, 145 miles. The surface of the country is broken and 
mountainous. Among its principal elevations are the Cookquago, the 
Oquago, and the Randolph mountains. The valleys bordering on its 
numerous streams are extensive anu fertile, producing large quantities 
of wheat. The soil is generally better iidaptcd to grazing than the 
culture of grain. Fruit succeeds well. The inhabitants are principally 
farmers, and its agriculture is respectable. The Chenango canal en- 
ters the county on the north, follows down the valley of the Chenango 
river, and enters the Susquehannah river at Bingham ton. The line of 
the Erie railroad passes through the county. The county is divided 
into II towns, viz. : 

Barker, Conklin, Sandford, Vestal, 

Chenango, Lisle, Triangle, Windsor. 

Colesville, Kanticoke, Union, 

The village of Bixghamton, formerly called Chenango Point, the 
shire village of the county, was incorporated in IS 13, 1824, and 1834. 
It derived its present, name from William .Bingham, a munificent bene- 
factor of the village in its infant state. Tins gentleman was possessed 
of a large estate, and was the proprietor of a iarge patent of land lying 
on both sides of the Snsquehaniiah, including the site of the village, 
Mr. Bingham was a native of England, and came to this country when 
a young man, and went into the mercantile business in Philadelphia, 
He was a member of congress for some years while it held its sessions 
at Philadelphia. His two daughters married, the one Alexander, the 
other Henry Baring, two noted bankers in London. Mr. Bingham 
died in London in 1804. 
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Western View of Bin<rlnviit<jn. 

The above shows the appearance of the village as it is entered 
from the west side of Chenango river, by the red bridge, (so called,) 
which is 600 feet long. The village is principally on the east side 
of the Chenango, and contains about 500 houses, DI) stores, and 3,000 
inhabitants. There are six churches, viz: 1 Episcopal, 2 Methodist, 
I Presbyterian, I Congregational, 1 Baptist, and 1 Catholic. There 
are two female seminaries, a large school for boys, two printing- 
offices, the courthouse and prison ; two banks — the Broome County 
Bank incorporated 1831, with a capital of $100,000, and the Bing- 
haniton Bank, which commenced its operations in 1839, with a capital 
of $100,000, and the privilege of extending it to one million. The 
village of Bingham ton is 150 miles irorn Albany, 90 from Utlca, 40 
from Norwich", 22 from Owego, and 7 from the Pennsylvania line. 
The great medium of transportation to the place is by the Chenango 
canal. This canal, which terminates at Binghamton and Utica, is 
95 miles long, 46 foot wide, and 4£ deep. The number of locks in 
the whole route is 105. The canal was commenced in 1834 and 
completed in 1837, and cost nearly two millions of dollars. 

The tract of country in which Binghamton is situated, became 
first known to the whites by the expedition of Gen. Sullivan against 
the Indians in 1779. Upon the site of Binghamton, a brigade of 
American troops under the command of Gen. James Clinton, the 
father of De Witt Clinton, encamped for one or two nights on their 
way to join the main body under Sullivan, then penetrating westward. 
The first white man who made a permanent settlement in what is 
claimed for the village vicinity, was Oapt. Joseph Leonard, who was 
originally from Plymouth, Massachusetts. He first emigrated to 
Wyoming, Pennsylvania. He owned a farm in that place, and was 
under arms there at the time of the massacre, though not on the field 
of action. He moved from Wyoming in 1787, with a young wife and 
two little children. His wife and children were put on board a 
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canoe, with what goods he brought up, and the canoe rowed by a hired 
man ; while ho himself went up on land with two horses, keeping the 
shore, and regulating his progress by that of his family on the river. 
A Capt. Baldwin, who settled on the Chemung river, moved up at the 
same time m company with him. 

Previous to the settlement of these first emigrants, a number of 
persons from Massachusetts came on an exploring lour to this region; 
on their return they obtained a grant from the legislature of Massa- 
chusetts of a large tract, winch they afterward purchased of the In- 
dians. This tract contained £30,000 square acres, for which the 
company paid to the state £1,500. It appears that when the agents 
of the company came on, they found that patents had already been 
granted to Bingham, Wilson, and. Cos, by the slate of New York, 
which interfered with their grants. This chum of Massachusetts to 
this part of the state, originating in some ancient colonial claims, was 
finally satisfied by the grant of the light of pre-emption to certain 
lands in western ISew York. 

The valley of Oquago was settled by the whites about the year 
1788. The most of the earlier inhabitants were from Watcrbury and 
Watertown, in Connecticut. The Rev. Mr. Buck was the first min- 
ister who preached in the place. He was called by the first settlers 
Major Buck, as he had held that office during the revolutionary war. 
Mr. Williston, a missionary from Connecticut, appears to have been 
the nest. Soon after the formation of the Presbyterian church, Rev. 
Kefh Sage became the settled pastor, and remained such till his death, 
The Episcopal church was organized in lrj03, by Bishop Chase, then 
a missionary in Western New York. 

Oquago, now "Windsor in this county, about Hi miles from Bing- 
hamton, was the residence of a tribe of Indians. It appears to have 
been a half-way resting-place for the " Six Nations" as they passed 
south of Wyoming, and also for the tribes of the Wyoming valley as 
they passed north. Jonathan Edward-, the celebrated divine, while a 
minister at. Slockbridge, Mass., took a. deep interest in the welfare of 
the Indians in this place. He procured a. missionary for them, Rev. 
Mr. Hawley, and three other persons, Mr. Woodbridge, Mr. and Mrs, 
Ashley. The three latter returned. Mrs. Ashley, it appears, was 
employed during her stay as an interpreter. Mr. Hawley remained 
their missionary until the. commencement of the French war, when it 
was considered unsafe for him to remain longer. About one year pre- 
vious to this time, Mr. Edwards sent one of his sons, a lad of about 
nine years of age, to Oquago, under the care of Mr. Hawley, to leani 
the Indian language, in order to become an Indian missionary. When 
the war commenced, a faithful Indian, who had special care of the 
lad, took him and conveyed him to his father, part of the way on his 
back. This lad was afterwards- President of Union College. 
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CAYUGA COUNTY. 

Cayuga county was formed from Onondaga in 1799 ; but other 

counties have since been lukcn from it. Greatest length N. and S. 
55, greatest breadth E. and W. 23 miles. From Albany, W., 156 
miles, from New York, 301. Upon the S. the surface rises into 
ridges, along the Cayuga hike, the Owasco lake and inlet, and the 
Skaneateles lake. The principal streams are the Salmon and Fall 
creeks, tributaries of the Cayuga lake ; the inlet and the outlet of the 
Owasco lake, and the Seneca river, which is the eventual recipient of 
all these waters. The river Hows through a plain in which its sluggish 
course is scarce perceptible, and the marshes which .it waters, extend 
to the western border of the county ; in its way it passes through 
Cross lake, a basin o miles long by 2 wide, lying on the eastern boun- 
dary, in a low swampy district, whose surface is 370 feet above tide. 
The disposition of the waters shows an irregular surface. The 
Poplar ridge, E. of the Cayuga lake, rises in some places to 600 
feet above, but has a gentle slope towards the lake, displaying 
finely-cultivated farms. The eastern declivity of this and other 
hills is more abrupt. On the N. of Auburn, the country is com- 
paratively level, yet has a rolling appearance from the many large 
gravel hills scattered over the plain, assuming in many places the 
semblance of stupendous mounds formed by art. This gravel has 
much limestone, and produces excellent wheat. Few portions of the 
stale possess more fertile lands, or can boast of higher cultivation. 
In all the fruits of the climate, this county is prolific. About two 
thirds of the land is under improvement. The southern portion is 
most thickly settled. The Cayuga lake, which forms a large part of 
the western boundary, is a beautiful sheet of water, 36 miles long, 
and from 1 to 4 broad. The county is divided into 22 towns : 

Auburn, 

Aurehus. 

Brutus, 

Cato, 

Conquest, 
Fleming, 

The town of Auburn, Uiken from Aurelins in 1523, is 3 miles by 
2, comprehending 6 kits of the old military tract, included within the 
chartered limits of the village. The compact part of the village lies 
2| miles from Lake Owasco, on the outlet of that name. It is on 
the line of the Western Railroad, 156 miles from Albany, 314 from 
New York, 7 from Weedsport on the Erie canal, and 339 from Wash- 
ington. Pop. 9,548. There are 7 churches, a slate prison, court- 
house, theological seminary, an academy, two banks, 4 printing-offices, 
and a number of splendid hotels. Auburn is one of the most thriving 
and beautiful villages in the stale. Its principal streets are adorned 
will) lofty buildings of brick and limestone. 



("c:'ic;i, 


Niles, 


Sterling, 


Ira, 


Owasco, 


Summer Hill, 


LcdyiLrd, 


Scipio, 


Venice, 


Locke, 


Sempronius, 


Victory. 


Metz, 


Sennet, 




Moravia, 


Springport, 
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K'lxtr.rn par! of (.■'c/Kscj-straet, Auburn. 

Auburn was first settled in 1793, by Col. John L. Hardenbergh, 
and was for many yours billed " Haniatbcrirlts Corners" It became 
a post village in 1800, and in 1805 the county town ; and received its 
present name from Dr. Crossot. At this time, the village consisted 
of but a few log dwellings, a store or two, a grist-mill, <fcc, all situ- 
ated near the bank of the creek, not far from the spot occupied by 
the establishment, of Messrs. Leonard & Warden. 

In 1807, the building of the courthouse was commenced, and the 
county courts removed to tins place from Aurora. In 1811, the vil- 
lage is supposed to have contained about ;'i00 inhabitants; the court- 
house was the only public building; even this was in an unfinished 
state. The construction of an academy, a three-story brick building, 
and a neat little Lpiseopal church were commenced, and a Presby- 
terian society formed during this year. 

In 1815, Auburn was incorporated a village, at which time it con- 
tained 1,000 inhabitants. From this period, its improvement became 
more rapid and uniform ; walks were now put down on the principal 
streets, which before were muddy and uneven. In 1816, the state 
prison was founded in this place ; the first Presbyterian church in 
North-street was commenced, and the Bank of Auburn, capital 
S200,000, was chartered. In April, 1817, the village contained 
1,506 inhabitants, 148 dwellings, 20 stores, and 40 mechanic shops, 
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Auburn Tkeolog. 



The Auburn Tiinolnnical Se.minarij was established by the synod 
of Geneva in 1819, and by the act of incorporation, in 1820, was placed 
under commissioners, chosen by the synods of Genesee, Geneva, and 
Oneida. There are four professors in the institution. Over 300 cler- 
gymen have been educated since its establishment. In 1839, the num- 
ber of students was 71. The principal build iu» is of stone, presenting 
a front of 200 feet. The library exhibits a valoable collection of choice 
theological works, and contains upwards of 5,000 vols. 

The following is a representation of the state prison as viewed from 
the N. ; the cupola of the courthouse is seen in the distance. The 




erection of this prison commenced in 1816. "It occupies a plot of 
ground forming a sfpiarc iiOO feet each way, enclosed with a boundary 
wall 2,000 feet in extent, 30 feet high, and A feet thick at the base. 
A small river or creek runs along the S. side of the boundary, and 
sufficient power from the stream is obtained, by means of a water- 
wheel and shaft through the wall, to work the machinery within the 
prison. The prison buildings stand back about 80 feet from the 
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road, and form three sides of a square ; the front part being about 
280 feet long ; each of the return wings is 240 feel long and 45 in 
depth." The cost of erecting the prison was more than $500,000. 
The usual number of prisoners of late years has been between 6 and 
700. The earnings of the prison during the year ending Sept. 1839, 
was $60, 161 .46; the expenditures do ring the same period, $">1,671.21, 
Religions instruction is regularly given by the, chaplain. Sunday 
schools are instituted in the prisons, in which llie students in the the- 
ological seminary and other pious persons assist ; the younger portion 
of the convicts, if illiterate, are taught to read, write, and cast ac- 
counts. 

"The building contained originally f>"i0 cells. More, we believe, 
have lately been added. They are principally distributed into four 
tiers or stones, and constructed on each side of the block or wing. 
The cells are each 7 feet long, 7 feet high, and 3 £ wide. They are 
sufficiently lighted, well warmed, and ventilated. The area between 
the cells andilie parallel walls, 10 feet wide, is open from the ground 
to the roof; and of this iulerv.il. ;J feet adjoining the cells are occu- 
pied by the galleries. This space in front of the cells forms a com- 
plete sounding-gallery, so that the watchman in the open area on the 
ground can hear even a whisper, from a distant cell in the upper 
story. 

" Sndi aro the provisions Mini precautions Per iii!' sepnr:;l!i confinement, of (lie prisoners 
at night. In the da.; nine, they arc compelled <:. khor togeiher, in an orderly and peni- 
tential man iic r. boon after (iaylirrkl. on a si glial given by the prison iiell, tiio turnkey un- 
locks tilts doors of the ceils, v.dmn the convicts, each with his night tali, water can, and 
mush kid, march mil 1 and having disposed of these an ides according to [lift order of" the 
prison, proceed to this workshops, h in; re [hey ftoiumnmo. tin! labor ol the day. At a. fixed 
hoar another boli is nine;, when lliey lortsi aeai:i in line, am: inarch in silence, with Closed 
files, to the mcss-i'ooin, "here they breakfusi at iinieow tables, mi arranged that they are 
unable to exchange even loo'es or signs. Aller (in iuli-rval of !i(J to li'J mi utiles, they re. 
turn in the same maimer to the workshops. At. 13 o'clock, they (hue under the same care 
to prevent intercourse. On the approach of iiijrbf. Ihev wich 'heir faces and hands, and 
at the rhiving of On: hell, nam a line according 1o the juimhcr of their cello, march out of 
the shops tc their talis, and at the word of ciuiminud take them up, step forward and 
empty into the drain the water which hail been | ■' i : - (:■.'■. : . in them in I he iiiorniiijr to pnrii'y 
them. They then proceed, u-il.li (dosed hies, tin:- tab-. hangiur: ou their arms, to the- wash- 
room, adioimng llie kilciien. v.- here their mush ar.d i no.'; isms in a kid, mid water in a can 
for (-riiikiiirf, have been phiceel t'lgelhcr, in rem s, hy (lie conks; and, without brcaking- 
their step, they stoop and take up the can and kid, march to their respective galleries, 
enter their cells as they arrivi ai them, and p'.dl tiie daor» partly shut. Each gallery is 
occupied by one company, which is marched and lo<-i:eel up by one turnkey, with two 
keys, dih'eriaj; from each clhcr, and from ali llie rest. Tin 1 cunvicls 1 1 l.-jj eat supper in 
(heir respective cells. At an early oour they are reoah'i J, hy the ring-iiie; of a bell, to take 
elt'thoir clolhes ami go to hed. upon their canvass lu-.niinceks ; when well, they are not 

permitted to lie dawn before llie bell rings r lege! nji a:;ai;i, lv.it from iicci'ssity, until the 

ringing of the niorainjt bell. During the nigbl, Inrukevs are oiuisl'.-ntly moving; round thu 
galleries, wearing wacl.cn socks on their Jc.'l, and w;d:,mg so noi-scio-sly that too convicts 
are not able tc diso.ove c their pre-! ace or absence ; ami Ihas the winiie wing, containing 
several hninlrerl eoavicls, Is yji-rservcd in perfect si illness atui order. Is. is obvions that no 
communication can take, piace hetweein the eoavicls at uighl. without llie connivance or 
negligence of the tnriikcys, wdnch is g-...irdeel against by tire visils of the keeper and his 
deputies at different houre." 
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Cayuga Bridge, 

The above view of Cayuga Bridge, which crosses the Cayuga 
lake on the great western turnpike, was taken on the western bank, 
and shows on the opposite side of the lake a portion of the little vil- 
lage of Cayuga. The large building on the right is the well-known 
tavern of Mr. Titus, having superior accommodations. This bridge, 
so famous in political estimates, was commenced in May, 1799, and 
finished in September, 1800. It was built by the Manhattan Com- 
pany of New York, and cost $150,000. Its length is one mile. 
"This bridge is the longest in America, perhaps in the world, and 
yet five years ago," says a traveller in 1800, " the Indians possessed 
the shores of the lake, imbosomed in almost impenetrable woods." 
The first bridge was built on mud sills — the second on piles — the 
third and last was erected in 18:"!;"!, and cost about $15,000. 

Wecdsport, on the line of the Erie canal, consists of upwards of 
100 dwellings, 2 churches; is 7 miles N. from Auburn, and 26 W. 
from Syracuse. Aurora, 18 miles S.W. from Auburn, is a most beau- 
tiful village on the east bank of Cayuga lake. It contains about 80 
dwellings, 3 churches, and the Cayuga Academy. Port Byron, on the 
Erie canal, 8 miles W. from Auburn, has about 150 dwellings, 3 
churches, and an extensive flouring and other mills. Montezuma vil- 
lage, 10 miles from Auburn, at the junction of the Seneca, Cayuga, 
and Eric canals, consists of about 80 dwellings. In 1839, the state 
was successful in sinking a shaft about ;!00 feet, from which issues a 
large quantity of the best saltwater in the state. The salt made from 
it is remarkably free from impurities, and the facilities for its manu- 
facture are great, the ground being good and lire-wood plenty. No 
lime is used in the manufacture of salt from these springs. The 
Montezuma marshes commence about a mile westward of the village ; 
they are gradually drying away, and it is believed that the healthful- 
ness of this town is now equal to that of any in the vicinity, 
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CATTARAUGUS COUNTY. 



Cattaraugus eouxrv, tills en from Genesee in 1803 ; centrally dis- 
tant from New York via Calskill, 384 ; from Albany, 392 ; from 
Buffalo, SE., 50 miles. Length, E. and W., 39, and greatest breadth 
N. and S. 36 miles. It derives its name from the Indian word Gak- 
ta-ra-ke-ras, signifying slinking shore or beach, originally applied to 
Lake Erie, and thence extended over the adjacent country. This 
county is highly elevated, being from 500 to 1200 feet above Lake 
Erie. Its surface is broken by some lulls of no mean pretensions to 
the character of mountains, Inn. in general it is but moderately uneven, 
and in some parts quite level. In the S., along the Allegany river, 
there are broad belts of white pine, behind which there are marshes ; 
excepting these, the lands are generally firm, and timbered with a 
■variety of trees of lofty growih. No region of this slate, and proba- 
bly none of any other in the Union, was originally covered with an 
equal amount of valuable timber. Some of the trees have measured 
230 feet in height, and five of them have been known to furnish a 
hundred "lumberman's" logs. Shingles and boards for the supply 
of the whole western world, have been manufactured in the shingle- 
shanties and saw-mills upon the Allegany and its tributaries. The 
lands in the northern part are warmer and better adapted to grain arid 
grass crops than in the smith, except at the SW. corner. This 
county formed part of the Holland Land Company's purchase, who 
originally owned it all excepting the Indian reservations. About one 
eighth of the county is under improvement. The county is divided 



to 26 towns, viz. 








Ashford, 


Franklinville, 


Lyndon, 


Perrysbnrgh, 


Burton, 


Freedom, 


\iaehias, 


Persia, 


Cold Spring, 


Great Valley, 


Ma.nslieid, 


Portville, 


Conewango, 


Hinsdale, 


Napoli, 


Randolph, 


Dayton, 


Humphrey, 


New Albion, 


Yorkshire 


Ellicottville, 


Leon, 


Olean, 




Farmersville, 


Little Valley, 


Otto, 





Ellicottville, the county seat, is 392 miles from Albany, 50 W. from 
Angelica, and 50 SW. from Buffalo. Besides the county buildings, 
it contains 2 churches, about 90 dwellings, 2 printing and 2 extensive 
land offices. Olean, at the junction of Olean creek with Allegany 
river, is the oldest place in the county. The village contains about 
100 dwellings, 2 churches. A large amount of lumber is annually 
sent to market down the Allegany, and llienee to the Ohio, from this 
place. Lodi, 25 miles NW. from Eilicollvillo, on both sides of Cat- 
taraugus creek, lies partly in Erie county. The village consists of 
about 100 dwellings, 2 churches, priming oince, and a number of mills 
and factories. The water-power at this place is abundant. 
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Chatauque county, the southwestern county of the state, was 
formed from Genesee in 1808. The name is a corruption of the In- 
dian word Ots-ha-ta-ka, which signifies a foggy place, and was ap- 
{ilied to the country around the head of liio Chatiiuquo I;>.ke, even now 
anions for its fog*. Its greatest, length X. and S. is 40, and greatest 
breadth E. and W. 36 miles ; centrally distant from Albany, W., 
330, and from New York, by way of Caltskill, NW., 428 miles. 
The soil generally is strong clay loam, very productive of large crops 
of wheat, barley, and com ; the last is however destroyed sometimes 
by the early frosts to which the country is subject. The plain upon 
the lake is highly fertile, and produces [he Jinest fruits adapted to the 
climate. 

This county, though bordering on Lake Eric, is situated on the 
elevated ground known as the " Chatauque Ifidge," which divides the 
waters of the northern lakes from those of the Allegany river. This 
ridge is generally from 5 to 10 miles from the shore of Lake Erie, 
and elevated from 790 to 1400 feet above it. The general surface 
of the county, though hilly, is not mountainous, and the highest hills 
are arable to their summits, and frequently adorned uiili valuable farms. 
The soil along the shore of Lake Erie, from 1 to 4 miles wide, is a 
border of rich alluvion, and along the margin of the rivers. The up- 
land is generally a moist loam. Grain is raised in considerable quan- 
tities, and the county is generally well adapted to grazing. Eruit, such 
as apples, pears, and plums, succeeds well. 

Chatauque lake is a fine sheet of water lfi miles long, and from 1 
to 4 wide. Its elevation is 1,305 feet above the ocean, and it is navi- 

fated by steamboats. This county formed part of the Holland Laud 
Company's purchase; and wild lands were offered by ihcm at $1,50 
to $4 per acre ; but a company from Batavia bought their interest in 
the wild land of the county. More than three quarters of the county 
are yet unimproved. The county is divided into 24 towns, viz. : 



Arkwright, 


C'YlilO:'. 


Hanover, 


Kipicy, 


Busti, 


Eliery, 


Harmony, 


^nendaii, 


ClUToil, 


Edieott, 


Mina, 


Sherman, 


Charlotte, 


Ellington, 


Poland, 


Stockton, 


Chatauque, 


French Creek, 


Pomfret, 


Villcuova, 


Cherry- creek, 


Gerry, 


Portland, 


Wcstficld. 



Mayville, the county seat, incorporated in 1830, is 66 miles SW, 
from Buffalo, and 33 W, of Albany ; contains about 80 dwellings, 4 
churches ; beautifully situated at the head of Chatauque lake. There 
is a steamboat plies between this place and Jamestown, 22 miles dis- 
tant, during the season of navigation. 

Jamestown, the principal village in the county, is on the Chatauque 
outlet, 4 miles below the lake, and contains about 200 dwellings. 
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Southern view of Jamcst.oitm, 

The above view was taken near the sawmill on the Chatauque out- 
let, seen in front, and shows the principal portion of the place. The 
spire in the centre of the view, is that of the Congregational church. 
The steeple on the left is the Presbyterian, and that on the right the 
Academy. There are also a Methodist and a Baptist church, and 
2 weekly newspaper offices in the place. A steamboat plies on the 
lake between here and Mayville. James Pendergrast, Esq., from 
Pittstown, Rensselaer co., established himself here in 1811 or '12, 
and laid the foundation of the village. The first tavern was built 
shortly after by Jacob Fenton. But few dwellings were erected till 
1816, when the place rapidly increased by emigrants, principally from 
the eastern part of the state. 

Fredonia village is situated upwards of 2 miles E. from Lake Erie, 
45 SW. from Buffalo. It is the oldest village in the county, incorpo- 
rated in 1829. It contains about 1000 inhabitants, 150 dwellings, 5 
churches, and an incorporated academy. Tti the immediate vicinity 
are situated the Chatauque Gas Spri-nirs, near the bed of Canadawa 
creek: the gas, which escapes from the same' in great quantities, is 
suitable for lighting streets and for domestic purposes. 

Dunkirk, formerly owned by the Dunkirk Land Company, is 
pleasantly situated on Lake Erie, and is destined to be a place of 
great importance from its being the loi-mir.ating point of the line of 
the New York and Erie railroad. The distance from Buffalo is 44 
miles, and to Piermont, on the Hudson, (about 22 miles N. of New 
York,) by the line of the railroad, 446 miles. This whole distance 
from Dunkirk to New York, on the completion of the road, will be 
accomplished in from 20 to 24 hours. The U. S. government, view- 
ing the growing importance of the place, lias expended large sums in 
the improvement of its harbor. This port is occasionally open many 
days, and even weeks, earlier in the spring and later in the fall, than 
that of Buffalo. The following view was taken about a mile fro*n the 
village, seen on the left. The large cupola is that of the hotel, a 
capacious brick structure ; the steeple next to it is that of the Presby- 
terian church, and the smaller one the Academy. The opposite shore 
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No-ii.hco'xtcr/) vi:'!0 of Diinki.rk Harbor. 
of the harbor is seen beautifully curving around in the distance, and 
is lined to near llic water's edge with a fine growth of forest trees. 
Van Buren is the name of a place laid out as a city S miles above 
Dunkirk, whore there is ;i good harbor. 

Westfield village, G miles i\W. from Mavville, and 60 from Buffalo, 
contains upwards of 100 dwellings, 3 churches, and an incorporated 
Academy, 12 slorcs, 2 flouring and 4 sawmills. Barcelona, or Port- 
land, on Lake Erie, about one mile from Wesi.iie'd, contains about 40 
dwellings. It is a port of entry, and is a place of considerable trade. 
It has a light-house which is lighted by g;is issuing from the bed of a 
creek about a mile distant, and is carried to the light-house by pipes. 
The French, at an early period, had a uhhlnry post at this place. 



CHEMUNG COUNTY. 

Chemung county was formed from the western part of Tioga in 
1836, Greatest length, N. and S., 28 ; greatest breadth, E. and W., 
SO miles. The surface of the county is hilly. The soil consists gen- 
erally of sandy and gravelly loam, interspersed with patches of marl 
and clay. The uplands are commonly better adapted to grass than 
grain ; but the valleys give fine crops of wheat and corn ; oats, 
beans, barley, peas, ami hops thrive almost everywhere. The pine 
plains, principally in the towns of Elmira and Big Flats, formerly 
considered almost, worthless, arc now deemed highly valuable ; pro- 
ducing, by treatment with plaster, and. duo succession of crops, abun- 
dant returns in wheat, Indian corn, and clover, The Chemung canal, 
connecting Elmira with Cayuga lake, is about SO miles in length. 
The New York and Erie railroad passes through the towns of Che- 
mung, Southport, Elmira, and Big Flats. Chemung county is divided 
into ten towns, viz. : 

Big Flats, Catlin, Chemung, Elmira, Southport, 

Catherines, Cayuta, Dix, Erin, Veteran. 



Hosted byG00gk 



Elmira village is situated at the confluence of Newtown creek with 
the Chemung river. It was formerly llic half-shire village of Tioga 
county, and is now the seat of justice for Chemung county. It was 
incorporated in 1815 by the name of Newtown, which was changed 
to Elmira in 182$ : its ancient Indian name was Conewawah, a word 
signifying " a head on a pole." 




BisUml v-ii'.w of (he. Villugr. of.Ehti-i.ru. 

The above view was taken near the Sullivan mill,* about a mile 
eastward of the. village, near the junction of Newtown creek with the 
Chemung river. The first spire on the right is that of the Presbyte- 
rian church, the next to the left the courthouse ; the others are those 
of the Episcopal and Baptist churches. The bridge seen extending 
across the Chemung is 600 feet in length. 

Elmira is admirably situated for the purposes of trade, in the midst 
of a fertile valley, eight to leu miles ri extent, from N. to S-, and from 
twelve to fifteen miles E. and W. The place is connected with Penn- 
sylvania and Maryland, in trade, by the Chemung and Susquehannah 
rivers, and with almost every portion of the state by means of the 
Chemung canal, which leads through Seneca lake, and thence by the 
Seneca to the Erie canal. The village contains about 300 dwellings, 
and upwards of 2000 inhabitants, 4 churches, 2 newspaper establish- 
ments, 1 bank, and a number of select schools. Tec village is on the 
line of the Erie railroad. 

The section of country in which Elmira is situated became known 
to the whiles during the revolutionary war. When Gen. Sullivan 
was penetrating into the Indian country, in 1779, the Indians under 
Brant, and the tories under Colonels Butler and Johnson, made a 

* ISo criiliid from [Is kahvr ov.iy a lev.- mils ii'.»>ye Hullivnu's Laixlinir-liliier;. where ] 1R en- 
camped, bntli on the advance <■:', ami return ficm In- mpsiliiion against the Indians. The 
site ef the fortress v.L.c.h Snilivan iniilt, can be uistiuutlv -ecu I'ram the south windows of 
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stand to oppose hia progress at the SE. point of this town. They 
intrenched themselves by a breastwork of about a half a mile in 
length, so covered by a bend in the river as to expose only their front 

and one of their flanks to attack. On Sullivan' j> approach, Aug. 2yt.li, 
an action commenced which is sometimes called the " Battle of die 
Chemung ;" the force of the Indians and tories has been estimated 
from 800 to 1500, while that of the Americans was between 4000 
and 5000. The following account of the battle is extracted from the 
2d vol. of " Stone's Life of Brant." 

" Tin.' enemy's position was discovered !,v Al ijor Purr, commanding the advance gnnrd, 
at about 11 o'clock in the morning ., I the - J" E H r L j of Aug:. si. General Hand immediately 
formed the light infantry in a wood, at the distance (if alined 400 yards from the breast- 
work, and waited unlii ['::'.• main body of the army arrived on rue ground. A skiimishinj? 
was, lloivcviT, kepi i| by both sides — the Indium sallying mil of I : .■ -L - works liy small par- 
ties, fifing, and suddenly retreating— making T [ ) ■_■ woods al the same time in resound wiib 
their war-whoops, piercing the air from point lo point as though the tangled forest were- 
alive with their grim-visnged warriors. Com-olly judging Mint i.no dill upon his right was 
occupied by tin- si-vases, lien. Sullivan (inbred Poor's inigiioc lo wheel off, and endeavor 
lo gain tbeir [efl dank. and. if possible, to sarroiunl [hern, wiiiio the artillery and ltiaiji body 
of the Ama-Jsins lis: a eked lliem in iron f . The nil-'r was promp'iy executed ; line as 1'oor 
climbed the ascent, the but tie in. i.:n:nc luiimalod, mid die posse- ion of Iho bill was bravely 
contested. In front, the < many stood a hoi cannonade lor more than tivn boms. Both 
lories and Indians were entitled lo the croci! of fighting manfully. Kvery rock, and tree, 
and bush, sliieidi d it- 1 man, from behind ivbieb iiie win-til messengers of death were 
thickly sent, bin willi so linle e.i' el a- in e voile. aslouishiiu.nl. '1'be Indians yielded ground 
only inch by blob ; nad in their retreat, daited from Iron lo (roe v.i'li I'm ngilily of tin; pair- 
tiier, often contesting each new potion to tin; point of the bayonet — a llilug very unusual 
even with militiamen, and still move rave among the iiudisc.piined warriors of the woods. 
Thaycndaiicgen v.- a- ll;e animalim; fpi-.il of t!i(! savages. Always in I be thicket of the fight, 
bo used every eftbri In Mini, dale bis warriors, 1:1 lie bope of a-ading iln-m to victory. Until 
the artillery began tu play, lite wdioaps and yells of tin: savages, mi a -I id wilb the rattling of 
musketry, liad wellnigh obtained tile maslciy of sound. Ilni. iln-.ii- v.- hoops were measur- 
ably drowned by the ihunucr ol the cannon. This i-uninmade < v. as elegant,' to adopt the 
phraseology of Sad'; vail hiiiL'elf, in witling lo ii friend, eani em n die Indians a great panic, 
Siliil. I lie Lai tic was contested in front for a length of lime wiiii nnd.miuished spirit. But 

the severity of lighting w m ll;e fund; jn-i. dese-ibei:. As I 'our cs I lankly approached tlio 

point iv hi oil cemph n-.y uncovered the enemy's rear, i Iran I, who bad been I be first lo pene- 
trate the design or' the American commander, altempleo once uiore lo rally bis forces, and 
with the assistance of n battalion of the- rangers, make a stand. But it was in vain, al- 
though he exerted himself to the utmost for Hut purpose — llyine. I'toiii pointtn poinl, seem- 
ing lo be everywhere present, and using every menus in his power io reanimate the flag- 
ging spirits, and rcinvigoriilc the arms of bis followers. Having asconibd the steep, and 
gained bis object wilhoiu layering, the eiicmyV flank wr.s turned by Poor, and the lorn men 
of the day decided. Perceiving such to he the fact, and that (bete was danger of being 
surrounded, the retreat-bailon was raised, and the enemy, savages and white men, precipi- 
tately abandoned Ibeir works, crossed the river, and lied will, ll nio.-l pieeipilalioa— ■ 

the Indians leaving Iheir pucka and a unrulier of tiieir tomahawks and scalpliig-kiilvos 
behind them. The batt.e was lone;, and on the siik of toe. enemy hloody. Eleven of their 
dead were found upon the Ileal— an unusual eirciiN island., v.-iih 1 1 1 . ■ Indians, wdio invariaiily 
exert themselves to the vitmosl lo prevent Ibe bodies of their slain from falling into tie; 
hands of tbeir foes. Hut being pushed at the point of Ibe bayonet, they liiul not time In 
bear them away, They were puitnieil Iwomiies, Ibeir trail nt'ibnling indubitable proof Unit, 
a portion of tbeir dead and wounded bad been cni-rird oil! Two coiiol's wvn- found cov- 
ered with blood, and the bodies of 14 Indian warriors were discovered partially buried 
among the leaves, blight senilis were taken by tlie Americans during the chase, Consid- 
ering Ibe duration of I lie battle, and the <■'.>■ naev wiih wblob it was mainlained. the lo^s 
of tne Americans was small almost to a miracle." (tidy fi or (! men were ki.lcd, and lie- 
tween 40 and all wounded. Among the American odieers v.o.nnleil. were jllai. Tileomb. 
Capt. Claycs, ami Lieut. Colli.— the killer mortally. All the houses of the contiguous 
Indian town woie burnt, and the corntields. destroyed," 
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Havanna is a thriving village of about 700 inhabitants, IS miles N. 
from Elmira, on the line of the Chemung canal, 3 miles S. of Seneca 
lake. It contains Si churches, 10 stores, and a number of mills of va- 
rious kinds. The village was founded in 1836, and incorporated in 
1839, and is in the limits of the town of Cui-herines, so named from 
its having been the residence of Catherine Montour, the wife of an 
Indian sachem, or king. She has sometimes been called Queen Esther, 
This remarkable woman, it is said, was a native of Canada, a half- 
breed, her father being one of the French governors, probably Count 
Frontenac. During tiie wars between the Six IVal.ions and the French 
and Hurons, Catherine was taken prisoner, when she was about ten 
years old, and carried into the Seneca country, and adopted as one of 
their children. At a suitable; age sin: was married to a distinguished 
chief of her tribe, by whom she had several children. Her husband 
was killed in battle about 1730. She is represented as having been a 
handsome woman when young, genteel, and of good address. She 
frequently accompanied the chiefs of the Six Nations to Philadelphia, 
and other places where treaties were holden. On account of her 
character and mariners, she was much caressed by the American. la- 
dies of the first respectability, and invited and entertained at their 
houses. Her residence was at the head of Seneca lake. She has 
been accused of perpetrating some savage atrocities at the massacre 
at Wyoming, but the account does not appear to be well authenti- 
cated. At the period of the revolutionary war, Catherine's town con- 
sisted of thirty houses, cornfields, orchards, &c. ; these were all de- 
stroyed by Gen. Sullivan, Sept. 3, 1779, in his expedition into the In- 
dian country. 



CHENANGO COUNTY. 

Chenango county was formed from Herkimer and Tioga counties 
in 1798 ; the northern pari, of which was erected into Madison county 
in 1806. Its form is irregular ; the greatest length N. and S., 35 
miles; greatest width, 28. The general surface of the county is 
broken and hilly, though not mount anions. Its valleys are extensive, 
rich, and ferine, producing larne crops oi jrram ; while the uplands 
are well adapted to grazing. Its agriculture is respectable, and its 
inhabitants are generally farmers. Live-stock is one of their prin- 
cipal exports. The Susquehannah river crosses the SE. corner of the 
county. The Chenango river, one of its principal branches, flows 
southerly through the centre of the county. The Unadilla river 
forms most of the eastern bounds of the county. The numerous 
streams in this county furnish abundance of fine mill sites. The 
Chenango canal passes through the county in the valley of the Che- 
nango river. This county was principally settled by emigrants from 
the eastern states. It originally included the twenty townships of 
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the " Governor's purchase," a part of which are now in Madison 
county. The con my is (iivided into 19 towns, "viz. : 



}$aim)ni-U;r-. 


Guilford. 


Otsolic, 


Predion. 


Columbus. 


Liticklean, 


Oxford. 


Shci'bourne 


Coventry, 


Macdonough, 


J'liiii'saiiii, 


Smithville, 


Germ an, 


New-Berlin, 


Pitcher, 


Smyrna. 


Greene, 


Norwich, 


Plymouth, 





Norwich village, the county seat, is delightfully situated upon the 
Chenango river, 110 miles from Albany. Its site is much admired by 
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It is S 


iirounded by 


lands 


in a high state 


of cultivation, 
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Courthouse and oilier buildings in Norwich. 

and well supplied with pure and wholesome water. There is a min- 
eral spring near the village, resorted to for cutaneous diseases. The 
above view shows lire courthouse in the centre of the engraving; the 
budding with a spire on the left, is the Presbyterian church. The 
courthouse has been but recently erected. It is built of freestone, and 
is one of the most splendid structures of the kind in die state. Be- 
sides the above, there arc in the village 1 Episcopal, 1 Baptist, and 1 
Methodist church, 2 weekly newspaper offices, tin: Chenango Bank, 
several manufactories, and about 200 dwellings. 

The village of Oxford, on the Chenango canal, 8 miles S. from 
Norwich, contains about 170 dwellings, 4 churches, a flourishing 
Academy, 2 printing ol'licos, 20 stores, and various manufacturing es- 
tablishments. New Berlin village, 13 miles NP. from Norwich, on 
the west bank of Uuadilla river, contains upwards of 100 dwellings, 
4 churches, and several large manufacturing establishments. Sher- 
burne village, on the line of the Chenango canal, 12 miles N. of Nor- 
wich, contains about 100 dwellings, 4 churches, and an Academy. 
Greene, 20 miles SW. of Norwich, contains about l J0 dwellings and 4 
churches. 
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Clinton county lies on the western shore of Lake Champlain, at 
the northeastern extremity of the siate, about 170 miles N. from Al- 
bany. Soon after the conquest of Canada, in lTCE), the shores of Lake 
Champlain were visited by speculators in quest of pine and oak tim- 
ber, but no permanent sett I em cuts were made until about the close of 
the revolution. Its greatest length X. and S. is 4.01 miles, greatest 
breadth 37 miles. The northern boundary being latitude 45°, indi- 
cates the rigors of a cold northern country. 

The natural adi"mf:;;. r es i.ujoyed bv th:* co'.mty hnyo been iimlfirvaluprl. Along the 
whole eastern borih;r, udj.ijitiiiiir tin; -liore of J.;ike. C'liampliin, a wide, tract of land ex- 
tends, moderately Liuf-vt-ji (it quit'! Invel, with n pretty si run m' fuclLnnliou or itupression 
eastward, nverajiiu? » miles hi width, ol no inferior quality' It. amply repays the labor of 
the husbandman. ' T ho western part in iiiiiuni.auious, but these mountain* are covered 
with limber, and the- eoiiuiy with rapid ^(learns ami mill *ite.-j, and abounds with the rich- 
est nnd best of iron ores, ni:e;:dy extensively nianiifnelured. The soil is ol" various (.[«ali- 
ties. On tljo broad belt of cumparidvely level land above not.iued, it in principally a 
clayey with sorao truels of a sandy loam, The streams supply a profusion of good 
natural ssl.es for all suns of Ijydraniic worh. With fnc.se aiiviuituges, lb:.- county looks 
forward with con] hie nee- tu in:.:::';;sid sources of business and profit. 

About one fifth part is settled. The county is divided into 10 towns : 
Au Sable, Black Brook, Chazy, Mooers, Plattsburg, 

Beekmantown, Champlain, Ellenburgh, Peru, Saranac. 




Vu 



of Plat 



Plattsburg, an incorporated village and rounlv seal, is distant from 
New York 319, from Albany 164, from Whitehall 112, and from Og- 
densburg, E. ISO miles. The accompanying view was taken on the 
eastern bank of the Saranac, about. 30 rods above the bridge. The 
first steeple on the left is that of the Presbyterian church, the second 
the Methodist, the third the courthouse, the fourth the Episcopal, and 
the fifth the Catholic. ' Besides the above-mentioned public buddings, 
there is an academy, the Clinton county bank, and about 300 buildings. 
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Plattsburg is rendered memorable as the place of the victory of 
Corn. McD one null tir.d (Jen. Macomb, over the British naval and 
land forces, in Sept., 1814. The Following account of the military 
movements on the land arc copied from llie stalemrai-s given by Maj. 
A. C. Flagg and Gen. St. J. B. L. Skinner, who both were actors in 
the scenes described. 

'"On the 31st Aug., (says Mnj. Flagg,; the advance of the. Tiritish army under Geu. 
Hrishnno entered C limn plain, and encamped on i lie north side of the great Chav.y liver, 
and on the sninc r.lny Miij. Ceu. Uuuers oii[.-:i-il oil. lac niilil.ii. of the counties of Clinton 
and Esbihc,' en masse. '"The regiment from <_■ ! l ; 1 1 ■: > : i c.n., under Lieut. Col, Miller, imme- 
diately assembled, and on the :il Sept. look a position 011 Ihe '.vest road near the villain 
of Cmv/.y ; and on the 3d, Lien. Wrifflit, wit':) such of ins brigade as had arrived, occu- 
pied a position on the same read, aiiont ':■ milts in advance of this place. On the 4th, lire 
enemy having brought up iiis main body to Cl.uin;dain, tuuk up his line of march for 
Plattsburg. The ride corps, under Lieut. Col. Appling on the ]isk« road, fell back a.? far 
as Dead creek, blocking up the roai.l in such a manner us to impede flic advance of tlio 
enemy as much as possible. The enemy advanced on the :ith, lvilliin a few miles of Col. 
Appling's position, and lunik.;; it. ton strung to attack, halted, and '.■-.used a road to be 
made west into the Beekmanlowu mad. in ivhieh til-.- light brigade uniler Gen. Powers 
advanced ; and on the niornin^ el' the lit!:, about 7 e'cleek. a;laclf,l the- militia, which 
had at this lime increased lo nearly T!"l, imcler C.::n. Moocrs ; and a small detachment nf 
i-egulurs under Mej. Wool, aboa! 7 itiih-.s from lliis place. Alter the. firs! fire, a coneider- 
ablo part of the mililia broke and (led in every direction. Many, however, manfully 
stood tluir ground, and wi.u the small corps of alnj. Wool, bravely contested liic ground 
against file limes their mmiber. falling hank gradually, and occupying the fences on oae.li 
side (if the road, tiil they arrived within a mile of (he 'own, when I hey were reinforced 
by two pieces of artillery under Cap:. Leonard ; and our troops occupying a strong; position, 
heiiind a stone widl. for some time stopped !he progress ui' the enemy.' 

■' At this point, one of the lines!, spooiim ns of discipline ever exhibited, was shown by 
the Jiritish ttoops on the occasion of tic. opening Cant. Leonard's battery upon them. The 
company to which I wa.s idlac-hod, formed :l jj i"i of the left dunk of our little army, and. 
was on the rise of ground west of (he mud leaning from Mr. llalsey's comer to Isaac ('■■ 
Piatt's, and about midway between tda artil'.ery and I lie he ad of the I'ril.ish column ; and 
the whole- scone was open lo our view. Here, (at Kolsey's corner,) was a battery of two 
field -pieces, so perfectly masked by a party of the iaf miry, lhai trie enemy probably was 
not aware of if, iinri. it. opened upon him. There a dense column of men, with a front 
equal to the width of the road, ami exlending nearly half a mile in length, pressed on with 
:i buoyancy and deti-rmiiiut.ioo of spirit, betokening an inoculation rls.it they would be per- 
milted to walk into our works without much opposition. How sad the. disappointment to 
the victorious veterans of so many bloody fields of Europe I So perfect was the motion of 
the troops in marcblnL'. that tiiey secmor.l a great mass of living matter moved by some 
invisible mueiiinery. Yet I eon now almost fancy we could hear tliein cranking their 
jokes, and each claiming lor himself rhe honor of being the. iirsi to make a lodgment in 
the Yankee forts ; when suddenly, with the noise of thunder, the sound of a cannon 

came booming through lire air. i.t soul forth a n ti shot v. cich led; (.■fleet, near 'In:- centre 

of the front, platoon, alionl bp a:-t nigh, and [iloughed irs way through, sweeping all before 
if, the whole length of the column, opening u space apparently several feet wide, which, 
however, was imunili itoiy closed, as :f by magic ; ami mi (he nohirnn pressed a.s if nothing 
had happened. A second shot was fired with the li!;e eli'enl, ami similar consequences ; 
but when the third discharge came, wil.ii a shower of grape-shot, there was a momentary 
confUBie.il. Immediately, liowovcr. (he charge was sounded by some do/.en British bugles; 
which through the clear and bland atmosphere of a bright September morning, was the 
most thrilling and saini-stirhig sound that c.iedd greet, a soldier's tars. In an instant of 
time, the men lorming the nilvonco cf the column iiod thrown their knapsacks on eithei 
side the road, and bringing their pieces to the charge, advanced in double quick time upon 

" Our troops beim.' at length comiielled to retire, coiiteslei! every inch of ground, until 

they reached the south bank o:' tin: Snrrmiir, where the enemy uircrupled to pursue tliein, 
but' was repulsed with loss. The, loss of the Ur/'.sh in this skirmish, was Col. M'ediugtct'., 

10 
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End a Lieut, of the 3:1 Buffs, mid iwo Limit.', of r ! i ■.■ .Mrli, killed ; .i.ml one Capt. and one 
Lieut, of the S8ih lieliT company womioed, '.otciiicr widi about l.Hii privates killed and 
wounded, while (hill en our pan did uni exceed 25. The corps, of riflemen under Col. 
Appfmg. and dcisdauo'ii u:;(lor f'ii|:i, Spnnil, fid! hack from their p viilon at Dead creek 
in time lo join die iL.il i i'l and reg:iki-s jusi before liny entered ihe vi^sigi', avid rbaght wilt) 
their accustomed bravery. Tho Urilisii go: possession of dint. j::irl of lie village north of 
the f-nraniio about if ut'ck, but the im.i— ant a:id wcli-tiirceiod five of our artillery and 
musketry from the fnrrs and eppi-ile bank:-, enmpolkii tliem '■.:■ rciiie before nigkl beyond 
the reach of our gnus.' Toe bnJ:ri! in liie village was. defended during this day by Capt. 
Mardu L Aikin's company* of vohnrecrs, vim wore e:n:iorieii in :i:e. saw.uiiil on the south 
bank of the river for thai purpose. The enemy arrived tnwards night wild his heavy artil- 
lery and baggage on the lake road, and crossed lie ocacu, where lie iriet with a warm re- 
cepdon from our rmv-,-;:u>ys ; and it is hi lievoti, sud'ered n heavy loss in killed and wound, 
ed. On our side, Lieut Duncan of the navy lost an arm by a rocket, and 3 or 4 men were 
killed by die enemy's artillery. The er.oiuy oncim-ipee cu the ridee west of die town, his 
right near the river, and occupying, no cm on: of nearly 3 :nilc=, i,is ieii. resting on die lake 
about a mile nordi of the villufro. l'dom die till: inidi tho morning of lue llih, an almost 
continual skirmishing -,v:is kept 110 berween the enemy's pickets and our militia and volun. 
teora stationed on the river, and in die mean time bold armies were busily engaged — ours 
in strengthening liie works ut' 1:10 funs, and dm: of :iio enemy in eroding liatterios, collect, 
ing ladders, nrininiig up Ins heavy orcmuicc, mid milkier; o: : :or prepiuuiinns. for attacking 
the forts. On the morning of the 7:1:, 1: body of the c:ic:;iy under. Cap". Nnailie, attempted 
to cross at the ::pper bridge about 7 miles west of ii:e- vidage, bill were met by Capt. 
Vartgbn's company 0'' aiior.t 2;j nx 1;. and compelled to re lire v.idi the less of two killed, and 
several wounded. Oil the morning of the lltli, the enemy's licet came round the Head 
with a light bree/e from die nordi, nod attacked curs, whieii lay at anchor in Cumberland 
bay, two miles Ifom shore east of the fort. 

" ' The enemy commenced a si 1:1 11 1 ■ :o:s bomb rdmor.l. of our work-, from 7 batteries, 

from wldeh several hundred sin lis a:ul nickels were discharged, 11 rich did us very little 
injury; and our artillery had nearly succeeded in siiencmg liioni all before tile contest on 
the lake was decided. 

" ' The enemy ai'eniplcd at foe same nine in dirow hi- main body in tho rear of the fort, 
by crossing the river 3 miles west of the town, near die si:e of l :,; ',;r's euutoiYmeiis. He 
succeeded in cros.-i::p:, alter ;: brave rosi-iauco by d:c I'isro.v niiiiiin. mid a few of the Ver- 
mont voivm'ee.rs, in all r.hovit 3f>0, s'adoucd a: that place, who relired back a mile and a 
half from die river, eouiiimniiy pouring in ::pon them an Incessant lire from behind every 
tree, until Lieut. cV.unpU!; iuiiiigl:: up a piece of anillory to their support, when the enemy 
commenced 1: proeipii.ate retreat. 

'"The Vernion: vohmiccrs, who laid hislenoil to the scene of actinn on the first rlarrn, 
feii upnn die enemy's ieli (lank, and s . ee.ee den in niakinii'mnny prisoners, including I) ofieers. 

" 'Had the f finish rcrnameil on die smith side of die river 3d nii.un:es longer, he must 
have lost nearly die wi:o!o lie'achnien: ■■::>:. crossed. Our less 111 'ins affair was five killed 
and eiglp 0: :en wounded, seme mortally. 

" ' Immediate-', y em nscor.nmieg the lo.-.- of tho flee:, f^ir George I'levos: ordered prepara. 
lions to be made for die reiien: of liie army, and so; oil' himself, with a small escort, ror 
Canada, a little after noon. The ui;;:u body of ihe enemy, with die sr.illory and baggage, 
were taken off in the afternoon, and liie ro::r guard, consisting ■!:' ;l:e iiehl briiiatic, siart.ed at 
daybreak and made a prccipilf.le. reirea! ; icaviui; their wounded and a iarjrc quantity of pro. 
visions, fised aminuniiiou, sbnl, .-iiells, an: other pubi;e s:arci-, in :i:o different piaees of 
deposit about their ca;iip. 'I'liey ive,e piii-i-.nn! seine dislance by our troops, and many 
prisoners :aken j but owing 10 the very heavy and incessant rain, we were, compel I wi tn 
return. The enemy lost upon laud more 1:1. in. 1,000 men, in kifed, w.uiinlsn, jirisouers, 
and dese tiers, wkii our ap.ii I aid no: exceed 150.' " 

The following account of the naval action is from " Perkins' His- 
tory of the late War." 

" The American fleet. ::nde: Commodore iMe^ouoog:!, lay ai anchor in the bay, on the 
right flank of Iho American lines, and two mile! distant. Circa' exertions had been made 

" "Tl:is I'iiaiaiiny '.e - .hi ■■;..■ .■ I i; 1 ' vii.in: in i- lei. ;:i . iimi-: h.;' v.-|i:-iii wiv nnl sulijecr re 

t ;.. ''I;i. 'i ii : wha pie 1 1 : ■ - i - ,ni the com wl h rlfl ■■■. and ptdered ilnei 10 rejnii ta the 

'" ■" I' mi Ineeii, Ji.il n. ;:,:■;-. lor July." Tmce unly. il ii sji.l, ol' l:ie m.niijjrs (if Uiis iniri;: 
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by tint] i parties to produce a superior jinvul i'orv 1 ^ on tliis- ):;k^ : the Americans at Otter 
creek, and the British fit the Isle avix Xoix. On comparing their relative, strength mi ihe 
I Ith (if September, l.he American ileot. consisVd of the SaralQe;:!, llaef-shiu, mounting 3u 
gims ; Eagle, ;->!> guns ; Ticoiidenigti, V, : guns : Pre [tic, 7 guns ; li gailey.s, (if d guns each, 
12 gems ; 4 of J, -! guns : iitjiKLiijr in (In- whole i?(i jrnsic. and 8:!i( men. The JQi'ltisb 
lliit consisted of tlie frigate Coiifiinice, ilag-si.ip, moulding H!l jmn ; Lionel, .lb' guns ; 
Cherob, II guns \ I'liieb, J. I. gmts ; 5 gidicvs '■>!' : - guns ca.-'h, J- 'J £' ll!| s : 8 of I, 8 guns : 
making in the whole !15 guns," and 1,020 man. 

" The llritish laud linocs. empire, ■ tl themselves from (he ith to tlie llt.h, in bringing a;i 
their heavy arliliory, and strengiiiening their works on trio north liank of the Saranao. 
Tncir fotiilied euc.i mui i ii.-iil. was on a ralge a iiltle to the west of llie. l.tiwti, their right neat 
the river, and their iei'i resting oil lliu lake, 1 mile in the rem- of the village. Having deter- 
mined on a sirnullaiiemis attack liy land and Mater, i.l a y '.ay iii (his posh ion on the morning 
of the 11th, waiting the approach id' their ib-ei. At « o'clock, Ike wishe.d-for sliipa appear- 
ed under easy sail, movine re i Cumberland head ; ami iiorc hefed whh joyous aeclsuia- 

tions. At it, thej anchored within illiO yard; of the American -.ipiadren in line of battle; 
the Con fiance opposed to (lie Saratoga. Ihe Linnet !■:■ the Eagle : ti-i Brilieh galley; to the 
Tii.au ide.ioga, I'jebio, and il divisiuii of the American galleys. The Chcr.ili assisting tlie 
l.'iinfianee and Linnei, and I lie I'iireh aiding f.uo galleys. In this position, tins weather 
being perfectly clear and oakn, and I lie hay piiinn'di, the whole Cnrcn on bolli sides became 
at. once engaged."' At an liour and a half after the commencement of the iiclion, the- star-- 
hoard jfuus of Ihe Saratoga were nearly ah dismantled. Tiie eeiiiuiandanl ordered astern 
anchor to be dropped, and the bo v. er cabic- eat. by moniis of which ihe ship rounded to, 
and presented, a fresh broadside to her enemy. The Coulia.uec attempted the same ope- 
ration and failed. This sea- amended wak such iinwcrful (fleets, that she was obliged to 
surrender in a few miiiui.es. The whole 1 1 road tide of the Saratoga was l.iien drought to 
bear on the Linnet, and in l."i minnles the luikjivr.il Hie, o.-.-nmpIc ef her Ilng-shlp. One of 
the British sloop; siraek In llie liegle : .'1 aa li-y. e.ev,- said;, and l;ie. rest iniide oil'; no ship 
in the. licet being in a eo:uUtw:i li> fo : .:ow lliem. they cseaped down Ihe lake. There was 
no niri.-f sUndiag in e^iier *|uiidreu, at tin? ehue of (he aelien, tu v.hicii n sii.il could bo 
altaehed. The .Saratoga receiia.d 55 round s'lul hi her lull!, and the Conkance 105. The 
aetioa lasted v.'itiioi-; any cr-s.-a.lioii, on a -uieel.h sea. al. einse ipairl.ois. :! hours and 2il 
minutes. In the American sijinidrnn :">;i were killed, and i"H woanded. in (he British, ~>1 
were killed, and 110 wounded. Among Ihe slain was tiie ISnlish cninmaiidant, Com. 
Downie. This ongiig.'mcn! was in fail view of hoik aruke.s, and of nansereiis .speetatms 
■eoi leafed on the laigiils. bouieriiig o:i tlie hay, to v.-:ne.ss tiie scene. It was viewed by the 
inhabitants witli trembling anxiety, as success on the part of tiie Crilish would have opened 
tn Ihem an ease passice ink, the lan-i n: the country, aat: ■.'..■.iie.ed a nimteioiis population 
on ihe holders of Ihe lake !o Briiisii ravages. Whet! Ike flag of Ihe Confianee ,v as struck, 
tiie shores resounded I'.ith the acclaiuaifms ol the American (rod|is and citizens. The 
British, when they save iln-.ir ileel ncu.pk.ti-ly conquered, were disiiiiiied and eon founded.'' 

"A sijiirt disiaue.e liuiri llie village, are Iho raitis of Ihe canluimienl ami hreasiwn'-ks 
occupied by Gen. Macomb ant; his ; ronos. A mile iiorlii, is shoven the house held by Ceil. 
Prevost, as his head-fjuartcrs, dnruig the -lege ; ';>■■■■ ■.■■eeii .■.hicli ev-d llie village Ihe marks 
of caiiiaui-shot on the trees and tithe: ohjee'.s are still visible. I'tutiier onward aluat ,"i 
miles, on a hill overlooking if. a villagt- of li'-ekniantown. is the spot where a sanguinary 
etigagement tnek lfaee belweeu ihe Anier'eiin and llrilis'u troops, vvhioii resnlled in the 
death of the Brili-n Col. We.llingtan, and several men of both armies." — Ourd-tni's (■'(/;, 

Sit llaiioiaili mien ■: the battle, md to ■■'■i,. a. hi put his ni.-.i tin mci en. Afrai the i tn mj : ' (lee: beve to 
sl^tat. the men of hi, skif ae-e n--- a-M.ii i,r l!ie nir.ilri ii''il,. '.vli.a: l.e Imee.r.l .l.neri. e.iul in liinaale. 
rnnl li:rv.a,l ;irayei, ,; 'lemh'ii in 
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Ann-am, 


Clermont, 


Austcrktz, 


Copake, 
Gallatin, 


Canaan, 


Chatham, 


Germantown, 


Clave rack. 


Ghent, 



Columbia county, taken from Albany in 1786 : its greatest length 
on the E. line 3G, medium breadth 16 miles. Centrally distant N, 
from New York 125, from Albany, SE., 34 miles. The surface of 
the county is considerably diversified, though no part can be called 
mountainous. Ranges of small hillocks are interspersed with exten- 
sive plains or valleys, and much of rich alluvion. There are some 
excellent lands, and much of the larger portion may be, by judicious 
culture, rendered highly productive. Nature, in the abundant beds of 
lime, has furnished the means, as if by a special providence, of tem- 
pering the cold and ungrate ml constituents of the clay ; and in many 
places the lime in the form of marl does not require burning to become 
a stimulant. Scarce any portion of the stale is belter adapted to the 
raising of sheep, and the profits irom this source, already great, are 
yearly increasing. This county is famed for the quantity and quality 
of its Indian corn. Lead and iron ore are found in this county. It is 
divided into 19 towns : 

Greenport, New Lebanon, 

Hillsdale, Stockport, 

Hudson City, Stuyvesant, 
Kinderhook, Taghkanic. 
Livingston, 

Hudson, the capital of Columbia county, is situated, on the E. bank 
of Hudson river, 11(5 miles from New York, 29 from Albany, and 38 
from West Stockbridge, Mass. Lat. 42° 14' N., long. 14' E. from 
New York. The city is finely situated on an elevation of about 50 
feet above the Hudson, the western part of which is a bold cliff or pro- 
montory projecting into the river, more than 60 feet high. The prin- 
cipal part of the city is built on a street one mile long, extending in a. 
straight line from the foot of Prospect Hill, to the promenade on the 
extremity of the cliff. Nearly ail the streets intersect each other at 
right angles, except near the river, where they conform to the shape 
of the ground. The promenade at the western extremity, and fronting 
the principal street, commands a beautiful view of the river, the vil- 
lage of Athens opposite, the country beyond, and the towering Catskill 
mountains. The bay south of the city is locked in by a lofty emi- 
nence, anciently termed liorahitcii, now called Mount Merino, in con- 
sequence of there being a sheep faun established here some years 
since. The city contains 5 churches — !. Presbyterian, 1 Episcopal, 1 
Baptist, 1 Methodist, and 1 Universalis!. There is an academy, a 
number of classical schools, the Hudson Lunatic Asylum, a private 
hospital for the reception and cure of lunatics, 1 bank, and 3 printing- 
offices. An elegant, r on ri house lias been recently erected. Water is 
brought in subterranean pipes from the foot of Bee raft's mountain for 
the use of the city. Pop. in I860, 6,214, 
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Hudson was founded in 1783, by enterprising men of property from 
Rhode Island and. Nantucket, of the names of Jenkins, Paddock, Bar- 
nard, Coffin, Thurston, Greene, Minturn, Lawrence, and others, in all 
thirty persons. About twenty of this company, in the early part of 
1783, sailed up the Hudson to find some navigable situation on which 
to commence a new settlement. They selected and purchased the site 
on which the city now slands, which at that time was occupied as a 
farm, with a single store-house on the bank of the river. In the fall of 
this year, two families arrived and. commenced a sei.llement. In the 
spring of 1784, the other proprietors arrived, bringing with them seve- 
ral vessels ; they were soon followed by other emigrants from the east- 
ward. Between the spring of 1784 and that of 1786, there were 150 
dwelling-houses erected, besides wharves, warehouses, shops, barns, 
&c, and several works connected with manufactures ; and the popu- 
lation had increased to 1,500 persons. In 1795, Mr. Ashbel Stoddard 
removed from Connecticut, established a printing-office, and issued a 
weekly paper, the " Hudson Gazette." 

Hudson was incorporated a city in 1785. At this period about 
tv>enty~five vessels were owned in the place, which were mostly em- 
ployed in the West India trade ; a few were engaged in the whale and 
seal fishery, which was carried on with considerable success, and Hud- 
son rapidly increased in wealth and population. During the revolu- 
tionary struggle in France, and the long protracted war in Europe, such 
was the demand for neutral vessels, and such the high prices of freight, 
that the vessels owned here were engaged in the carrying trade. This 
trade was not long enjoyed, for British orders in council and French 
decrees swept many of them from their owners. Other losses follow- 
ed by shipwreck, and the embargo, non-intercourse, and the war 
which succeeded, almost finished the prosperity of Hudson. The city 
was a port of entry till 1815. The immense losses at sea produced 
much embarrassment and many failures, and kept iiie place in a state 
of depression for a considerable period. From this depression it is 
gradually and steadily advancing. The Hudson and Berkshire rail- 
road proceeds from this city, across the route of the New York and 
Albany railroad, 31 miles to the west line of Massachusetts at West 
Stockbridge, whence it is continued for two miles, till it unites with 
the great western railroad of that state. 

Valalie is a large manufacturing village 14 miles N. from Hudson, 
at the junction of the Vala.tie and Kinderhook creeks. It has 4 exten- 
sive cotton mills, besides other manufacturing establishments ; it con- 
tains about 300 dwellings, and ] ,700 inhabitants. The village of Kin- 
derhookis 1 2 miles N. of Hudson, 5 F. from the river, and is finely situ- 
ated on a level plain. It has several churches, an academy in high 
repute, a bank, and upwards of 100 dwellings, ft is distinguished as 
the birthplace and residence of ex-president Van Buren. 
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Lebanon Springs village is 25 miles from Albany, 32 NE. from 

Hudson. There are here about 35 dwellings, and several taverns for 
the accommodation of visiters at tin; sprinir. The spring is ten feet in 
diameter and four deep, and discharges water sufficient, to turn several 
mills near its source. The water is tasteless, inodorous, and soft, and 
is deemed beneficial in internal obstructions, sall.-nieum, and cutaneous 
affections generally. The place is much resorted to for health and 
amusement. The surrounding country is salubrious and picturesque. 
New Lebanon is a small settlement, one mile and a half SE. of the 
spring. 




-'■hi ImSm, s 
■B!m!fffrlii|!ri' " 






Shaker Buildings in New Lebanon. 

New Lebanon, Shaker village, called by its inhabitants the village 
of the " Millennia/ ('hiirch^ is two and a half miles S. of the spring, 
on the western side of the Taghkanic mountain, and contains about 
six hundred inhabitants. The annexed view shows one of their 
dwellings, (containing & family at 150 persons,) and their meeting- 
house, which was erected in 1823. This place of worship is some- 
what singular in its construction. It is eighty feet long by sixty-five 
wide, all in one room, without beams or pillars, having a domical roof 
covered with tin ; and a porch thirly-four by twenty-seven feet, roofed 
and covered the same way. The building is of wood, but the founda- 
tion and flights of steps are of marble. 

" This edifice, 7 ' says a visiter, " stands in a beautiful grass plat, in 
the centre of the village. There are no seats in the house, except for 
spectators of their worship. Their stone walls and other fences are 
constructed with the utmost regularity and precision, and their gate- 
posts are of massive marble columns, of many tons weight. They 
manufacture a great variety of articles for sale, which are remarka- 
ble for their neatness and durability; and, in short, their farms, their 
gardens, their manufactories, and bouses, all exhibit the pleasing effects 
of industry and rural economy. Indeed, they are one independent 
community ; — their property is all held in common, and ' nowhere,' 
says Professor Silliman, 'in any community, can the moralist, the 
philosopher, or the statesman, see such a demonstration of the power 
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of industry and economy.' They cheerfully pay their proportion of 
the public taxes, and share all the burdens of government except the 
hearing of arms, which they deem to be unlawful. They never ask 
charity for any purpose, but always huve hands and hearts to give. 
We were conducted through the whole establishment in every de- 
partment. Their internal domestic arrangement is excellent. Their 
standing motto seems to be, to save time and tabor, and all their va- 
rious machines and utensils are constructed to this end. We visited 
their extensive dairy, their washing-house, nulls and manufactories, 
all of which evinced the most consummate skill and nicely. We also 
visited their school, consisting of about one hundred "hearty, rosy- 
cheeked, and contented children, from eight to fifteen years of age. 
They underwent a very creditable examination in the various branches 
of astronomy, grammar, reading, spelling, arithmetic, &c, and gave 
us the most satisfactory proof that they are not trained up in igno- 
rance As far as our observation extended, they are as willing 

to let others think for themselves, as they are to cherish their own 
peculiarities ; and, surely, if they are tolerant, we should not be in- 
tolerant. They are, indeed, a most singular people, but they have . 
many, very many, excellent qualities. They are plain in their de- 
portment and milliners, close though nonest in their dealings, but kind, 
benevolent, and hospitable ; and they remember and treasure up 
every kindness shown to them. In short, they are inoffensive, quiet, 
and valuable citizens ; and notwithstanding the idle, and even abomi- 
nable stories that have been put forth against them, after close obser- 
vation for many years past, it is our deliberate conviction tihat among 
themselves they strictly live up to their professions, and that their con- 
duct and morals are irreproachable." 

The society own about 2,000 acres of land in this town, and about 
half as much more in Hancock, Mass., the adjoining town. Within 
a few years after " Mother Ann," as she is usually called, made an 
establishment at iNeskayuua, another was begun at New Lebanon, 
which is now the principal Shaker establishment in the state. Their 
religious tenets must, of course, necessarily affect the order of their 
societies, by producing an entire separation of the men from the wo- 
men. 

The leading characteristic, in the worship of this people, is their 
dancing. This they describe as the involuntary result of the exhilirat- 
ing and overpowering delight, received through the outpouring of di- 
vine grace upon their hearts. The evolutions and changes in the 
dance, by constant practice, become as precisely correct as the ma- 
noeuvres of a regiment of experienced soldiers ; it becomes, in fact, a 
mechanical movement. No one ever makes a mistake, or throws the 
rank in disorder from inattention or inexperience ; but every thing is 
conducted in the most exact order, as if every step and movement of 
the body was directed by a gauge and rule. Dances are sometimes 
held in private 1 houses, when variations are frequently introduced. 
On some occasions, it is said, their movements are so rapid, that the 
eye can scarce follow or keep pace with their swift motions. 
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CORTLAND COUNTY. 
Cortland county, taken from Onondaga in 1808, was named in 
honor of Gen. Pierre Van Cortlandt, who was a large landholder 
here: centrally distant NW. from New York, 200, and from Al- 
bany, W., 145 miles. This county forms part of the high central 
section of the state. It has the dividing ridge between the northern 
and southern waters across its northern and western borders. It is 
consequently elevated. Its surface is composed of easy hills and 
broad valleys, giving it a gently waving and diversified aspect. The 
soil is generally a grnvdly loam, neb and productive. This county 
comprises four whole and two half townships of the tract granted by 
the state to the soldiers of the revolution, and is settled chiefly by 
emigrants from the eastern states, it is divided into 11 towns, viz. : 
Ciocinnatus, Homer, Scott, Virgil, 

Cortlandville, Marathon, Solon, Willett. 




Pabiic headings in Cortland. 



Cortland, the county seat, is 140 miles from Albany. The first 
building on the right is the Methodist church, the second the Academy, 
the third the Presbyterian, the fourth the flaplist, and the last the 
Universalis! church. The courthouse is seen on the opposite side of 
the street. The village is pleasantly situated, and laid out in regular 
squares. There are here two weeldy newspaper cilices and about 130 
dwellings, some of them being line edifices. 

Homer village, ihc largest, in the county, is beautifully situated upon 
a plain, upon the W. bank of the Tioughnioga river ; from Albany 
138 miles, 40 N. from Owego, 30 S. from Syracuse, 21 N. from Cort- 
land village. The Cortland Academy is ;i highly ilourislnng institu- 
tion, having a collection of philosophical apparatus and a cabinet of 
minerals. The public buildings arc upon a square of 6 acres. Homer 
was incorporated! in 1835, and has about SOO dwellings and 4 churches. 
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DELAWARE COUNTY. 



Delaware county, formed from Ulster and Otsego counties in 
1797, is centrally distant from New York, via Oallskill, 166, SW. from 
Albany, 77 miles. Greatest length NK. and SW. 60; greatest breadth 
SE. and NW. 37 miles. 

The county has a broken and diversified surface — from the rugged, 
lofty, and barren mountain side and summit, to the subsiding hill and 
the high and low plain, with the rich valley, and the low and fertile 
alluvion. . lis eliinate is subject to sudden and <ivt;at changes of tem- 
perature, yet not unfriendly to health and longevity. It is princi- 
pally watered by the northeastern sources of the Delaware river. 
The east branch of the Siisqueliiureah, another hirae stream of Penn- 
sylvania, forms a part of the northeastern boundary, as does the Del- 
aware a part of its southwestern. The Cookqnngo branch of the 
Delaware, or the true Delaware, as it ought to be called, runs nearly 
centrally through the county from NE. to SW. ; the Popacton branch 
runs nearly parallel with this, a short distance to the south of it. 
These streams with their branches, and many smaller streams, spread 
plentifully over the whole county , and supply a vast profusion of fine 
sites for mills. The quality of the soil is as various as the surface. 
On the upland there is a large proportion of chocolate-colored loam, 
and the valleys and alluvial flats have a rich mould. The whole may 
be pronounced a good country for farming, well watered by small 
springs and rivulets. The heavy trade of this county follows the 
course of its lumber, which goes in rafts by the Delaware and Sus- 
quehannah rivers to Philadelphia and Baltimore ; while considerable 
traffic is carried on with the towns on the Hudson, to which there 
are turnpikes in various directions. The value of the wild lands in 
the county is from two to three dollars an acre, and the improved 
lands in the valleys average about 30 dollars, while those on the hills 
are worth about 5 dollars the acre. West of the Mohawk branch 
of the Delaware, the county was divided into several patents ; but 
east of it was included in the Harden bur^h parent. In 176S, William, 
John, Alexander, and Joseph Harper, with eighteen others, obtained 
a patent here for 32,000 acres of land, and soon after the Harpers 
removed from Cherry Valley, and made a settlement which was 
called Harpersfield, but which was broken up by the Indians and 
tories during the revolutionary war. About one quarter of the county 
is under improvement. The county has 18 towns, viz. : 



Alices, 


Franklin, 


Masonville, 


Stamford, 


Bovina, 


Hamden, 


Meredith, 


Tompkini 


Colchester, 


Hancock, 


Middle town, 


Walton. 


Davenport, 


Harpersfield, 


Roxbury, 




Delhi, 


Kortright, 


Sidney, 





The annexed view of Delhi village, the county seat, was taken on 
the eastern bank of the Delaware. This village was incorporated in 
1821. The building with a steeple seen on the extreme right is a 
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Eastern vim.' nf Delhi Village, 
factory — the spire near the centre of the view is that of the Episcopal 
church, the one to the left the Presbyterian, and the cupolas are re- 
spectively those of the Courthouse, Jail, and Academy. The village 
contains about 100 dwellings, situated about 70 miles westerly from 
Kingston and Cattskill. 

Franklin village is pleasantly situated 1G miles W. of Delhi, 60 S. 
from Utica ; has 3 churches and about 100 dwellings, and " The Dela- 
ware Literary Institute" incorporated in 1835, which is a flourishing 
institution. Deposit, 40 miles S W. of Delhi, is a village of about 100 
dwellings, on Delaware river, and is a place where great quantities of 
lumber arc- deposited to (loat (Iowa the river lo market. 

The following is extracted from Mr. Campbell's i me resting and val- 
uable work, entitled " Annals of Tryon County." 

"In 1768, William, John, Alexander, anil.losrph Harper, with ciE'ciU'tTi oiln'r individuals, 
obtained a [latent for twenty-two tinn.u-'iiiiil aeres of lain: lying in tin? now county of Dela- 
ware. The Harpers remoi k: Irimi Cherry Valley soon alter, ami made a settlement there 
which was called Harpersfield. Tins setfeineni had bcjrim to I'utirinh at the commence- 
ment of Hie war. Col. Jo! in Harper !n:t; conn en ad ■::■■.' ira< at lb.' forts in Schoharie, 

" Tlie t'ollowiiic nu-r-rjuiLt of a ancm-Hst'id entciarisc of Col. flinpor, Win furnished by the 
Roy. Mr. Feint, who received the inli."mi>luin IV'.eji him. lie informed nic thai in the year 
1777, he had the command of the fur', in Miiiiohark, and of all the frontier stations in tins 
region, 5te left the fort in Schoharie, mid eaiae oal. ilaoairh die woods to Harpersfield in 
tlio time of inn king snt:nr, and from thence laid hi? eonr.-e for Cherry Valley to investigate 
the state of lljinirs I here ; and as he was [: 1 1 :-■ 1 1 iillt il Mind kind of Indian trail, and was as- 
cending what are uoivtiliiil Decatur II ilia, lie easl his eye forward, and aiv a company of 
men coming directlvlowaiils him, who had the annearaacc of Indians. He knew that if 
he attempted to flee' from tneui they wok.d shoot him down ; he resolved to advance right 
up 10 them, and make the besl shift fur him. elf ho could. As soon il? he on rue near enough 
to discern the while of iht-ir eves, he knew the head man and several others; the head 
man's name was Peter, an Indian with whom Col. Harper had often traded at Oqnago be- 
fore the revolutiim began. The enamel had his gieni-coat on, so that his regimental were 
concealed, and he. was nol recognised ; the first word of address of Col. Harper was, 
1 How do you do, brothers?' The reply was, -Weil— how do you do, brother? Which 
way are you bound, brother?' ' On a secret expedition ; and which way are you bound, 
brothers? ' Down the Saso.aehnnnnh. !.,-, cut. nil'tiic Joli-is'im selilement.' (Parson John- 
ston and a number of Suolo'n families had settled down the Siisipadtannah, at what is 
now called Sidney's Plaint, anil these were t.v: people whom they were about l.o destroy.) 
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Says the colonel, ' Where <!■■> vim lodge to-nighi I' '■ Ai the mouth of Wchoiievag creek,' 
was the reply. Then shaking hands with l.liein, he hlii 1 1 n ■ ■ j i good speed, and proceeded 

" He had gone ln.it a ] i 1 T. L ■_■ way from lb cm ber'atc he tiiel: a circuit through the woods, a 
distance of eight or I en mill*, on lo 1 l.o heat; of Charlotte river, when; were si number of 
men making Miliar ; ordered them lo lake tiieir arms, twn days' provisions, a canteen of 
nun, and a rape, iind tnaei iiim down 1 h >_' Charlotte, at a small clearing e id Led Vlvans's piece, 
al. a certain nour <hal alVnumn ; ibon mile wiili all speed through the woods to Ilarpers- 
fieid : collected all tlie men who were ils'iv making sii'iar, ami li.ini? armed and victualled, 
each man with his rope laid lus cuiirsc far Chariot I a ', when iie arrived nl Ilyims's p.acc, be 
found llie Cliarlol.t.e men there, in good spirits ; and when tic mustered his men, there were 
fifteen, including himself, exactly the !~ : ujn.' iiiuubcr as Iiilti; were of the enemy ; then the 
colonel made his men iLeipaJtiied with his enterprise. 

" They marched due.- a the river a little distance, and then limit their cteiiis across the 
hill to the month of riehettevirs i:nd, ; 'a lien tmiy arrived at ilia brow of the hill where 
I hay eon Id overlook the valioy iviiere Ike Seii.au ■■.as 'la '.is, limy east (heir eyes down upon 
the Hat, and discovered the fire i.raanti which f.iie eiu-my lav encamped. 'There they 
are,' said Cot. Harper. They .bsoended will: great slilhiess, forded tt:c creek, which was 
breast-high to a man ; afl.nr advancing a lew hundred yard-, they tool: soar.- refreshment, 
and then prepared for the utnu.esl. Daylight was jasi 1 j i _• i ! j 1 1 i : . i;- to appear in the cast. 
When they CLimc to the enemy, they lay in a eiroie with their feet, Inwards the fire, in a 
deep sleep ; 111;: if arm- and ail taeir in, piemen::, nf d.-i.lh. were i.ll slacked up according to 
the Indian custom when they lay themselves ilowii fur li.e nighl : t'aese the colonel se- 
cured l)_y carrying iliem ail' a distance, and laying them down ;. then each mini taking his 
rope in his hand, piacr.il himself iiy bis follow ; the lailnae! rapped his man softly, and said, 
'Come, it is time lor men of husiness to he on their way ;' and then each one sprang npon 
his man, and jifter a most, .severe struggle tti.y secured i iie wlnae of the enemy. 

" After they were all sid'clv hi I. and the momkyg laid so far ad van fed that they could 

discover objects disi;::clly. says I lie Indian '['clef, ' II a I ( lol. Harper I now I know thee — 
why did I not knew thee yesterday ';" ' Some policy m war, Peter.' ' Ah, me find em 
so now.' The colonel marc inn! tin: men to Mbiiny, delivered tlietn up to the commanding 
officer, and by ibis bind ami wcll-cxceuled feat of valar iie saved ihe whole Sooluli settle- 
ment, from a wanton destruction. 

" Early in the snriny a I I . -'.i.a narlv of lories am: Ti alia as, under the command of 1.1 rant, 
destroyed Harpersfickl. Tilt mkalmanls bad g.mcrallj iefi the pbica ; but a few of the 
men were at the time engaged in making maple sugar. lYiaclemi were taken prisoners, 
and several killed. A consultation was held in the l.mlin.a language in presenile of the 
prisoners relative lo a contemplated attack iipim the upper for'., iii Schnlnirio ; (lie Indians, 

satisfied willi 'be bin)!} and pri.-osiers air ly ai.li iinsi. ..■.ei, aniline" lo risk any thing 

ill mi uncertain expedition : some of the tories represented the piaa as p'otth-iiig success, 
and :id vised the Indians !c kill the prisoners, tiiat I bey rnighl cot be encntnlicred '.villi them. 
Brant camo r,]i to Cup'. Ale\nndcr liar;..:, one of the prisoners, ami drawing his sword, 
asked Jiirn if there were any I mops in (ha for; : saying hi- life should be taken if he did 
mil inform him correctly. Harper knew emuigb of Iho Indian language lo have learned 
the subject of flic tic- Ljiilug emir.- \-.r. mi! imm.-cialily answered llml It. was well gar- 
risoned, beileviav 1 1:. d. Ibey would ail be killed si ma Id lie answer ili He really. Another pria- 
ouer. not knowing (he determltu.lion of (he Imliiius, and fearing their vengeance should the 
falsehood bo dtteelcd, s'afeil truly that there were few if any troops in the fort. Harper 
insisted that iris statement v.-ns fi-uo ; ho was believed, anil I hey mlnmed to -Niagara. The 
last ) light of tiieir journey I hey encamped u short distance from the fort. In the morning 
the. prisoners were ta run tho gaunl'el. Harper, knowing the boslilii.y of the Judians to- 
wards him, anil laming they might f.ibe iiis iifc. iispirslcil Hratil lo interfere a:id proiect 
him, whie.k he promised to do. The Indians arranged ibeiuselyes in two parallel iluos, 
facing inward, with cluhs and wliips in tiieir hands, 

" Harper was sciecteil fir.-if ; he was a tall, athletic man, and on the first signal sprang 
from' the mark with eviraordiunry sv.iflu ess. An Indian mar tlm end of the lino, foil ring 
he might eseape willi little injury, si cap: d before aim ; I larpe:sli.:ck him a blow with ins iisf, 
and i ben springing over bum ran too. arils :be I'orl ; ihe Lallans, euragid. broke tiieir ranks 
and foi lowed him. The gnrrison. who had been iiamiv.sl ol 1.U'- u lavements of the Indians, 
were upon the wails wlan they saw Harp: r appro::; long : ibey tiirew o]ii-ii the gate, and 
he rushed in, when Ibej immediately closed it. It was with (llilicuhy they could keep 
the Indians back. The other prisoners took different courses, and got into the fort without 
passing through tins, if no', fieri , yet bloody ordeal." 
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DUTCHESS COUNTY. 

Dutchess countv was organized in 1683. It is on the E. side of 
the Hudson river, 75 miles S. of Albany, and 74 N. of New York. 
Greatest length N. and S. 33, greatest breadth E. and W. 26 miles. 
This county is one of the most opulent in the state, though its area 
has been reduced by the erection of the small county of Putnam from 
its southern end. Along the eastern border towns there are ranges 
of hills called the Fishkill or Maileawau mountains. Along the west- 
ern borders of these, the surface is tossed into ridges and valleys, 
knolls and dales, fancifully diversified, producing a great variety of 

Eosition, of soil and aspect, and a multitude of brooks and springs. 
i the southern part are some of the highest peaks of the Highlands. 
That called the Old Beacon, two miles from Matteawan village, and 
three from Fishkill Landing, raises its crest 1,471 feet, and the New 
Beacon, or Grand Sachem, bait a mile soi.Mlr.vard, towers 1,685 above 
tide. Their names are derived from the Beacons placed on their 
summits during the revolution. From the top of the latter, the view 
on the S. embraces the country upon the Hudson, for 35 miles to 
Tappanbay; on the S.R. includes Long Island and the Sound; and 
upon the NE. and W. comprehends in the diameter of a circle, 50 
miles in extent, scenery of every diversity, blending the beauties of 
cultivation with the stern and unchangeable features of nature. The 
principal streams are the Hudson river on its western boundary, Ten 
Mile, Fishkill, and Wappinger's creeks. As a whole, the county is 
highly fertile, producing abundantly wheat, rye, corn, oats, and grass, 
and an immense amount of produce is annually exported to New York. 
This county is divided into 18 towns, viz. : 

Amenia, Hyde Park, Pine Plains, Stanford, 

Beekmati, La Grange, Pleasant Valley, Union Vale, 

Clinton, Milan, Poughkeepsie, Washington. 

Dover, Northeast, lied hook, 

Fishkill, Pawlings, Rhinebeck, 

Poughkeepsie was organized in 1788: its name is said to have 
been derived from the Indian word A[>ok';i:j>si.n^, signifying safe har- 
bor. The face of the country along the Hudson river is somewhat 
broken, but the general surface is but moderately uneven. Pop. 
10,006. The village of Poughkeepsie, one of the most thriving and 
substantial places in the state, was first founded by a number of 
Dutch families somewhere about the year 1700. Being situated 
about half way between New York and Albany, it occasionally be- 
came, in early periods of its history, the place of legislative deliberations. 
The convention which met to deliberate on the Federal Constitution, 
and voted for its adoption, met in this place in 1788. The annexed 
engraving, taken from one published in the Family Magazine, Dec. 
1838, is a representation of the first house erected in this place. It 
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DUTCHESS COUNTY", 




Van Kleek House. 

was built in the year 1702, by Myndert Van Kleek, one of the earliest 
settlers of Dutchess county. The house and grounds attached are 
still in possession of Ids descendants. It belonuei! to Matthew Vas- 
sal, Esq., in 1835, the year in which this house was demolished. 
The distant building seen on the left, is that of the old brewery : this 
ancient edifice exhibited its port-holes, a feature so common in the 
buildings of the early settlers, ihey being necessary for defence against 
the original possessors of the soil. In 17S7, this building, then a 
public house of some note, was used as a 8tadt-hou.se ; the eleventh 
session of the legislature of this state was held therein. George 
Clinton was then governor of the state, and Pierre Van Cortlandt, 
afterward mayor of New York, lieutenant-governor. 

Poughkccpsie is by the river, 70 miles from Albany, 75 from 
New York, 18 from Kingston, 14 from Newburg, and 42 from Hud- 
son. Population of the village in 1840, was 7,710. The central part 
of the village is nearly a mile from the lauding place on the Hudson, 
standing on an elevated plain about 200 fee! from the river. Several 
roads conveniently graded, and the principal one paved, lead from 
the shore to the plain above, which, on the north, is overlooked by a 
beautiful slate hill, from which is a commanding prospect of the adja- 
cent country. The Fall creek or kill meanders through the plain on 
which the village is built, and finally passes into the Hudson by a 
succession of cataracts and cascades, which together fall more than 
180 feet, affording water-power for a number of mills and factories, 
There are 13 churches, viz. : 1 Dutch Reformed, 2 Episcopal, 2 Meth- 
odist, 2 Friend, 1 Baptist, 1 Catholic, 1 Congregational, 1 Presbyte- 
rian, 1 TJniversalist, and 1 African, There are 3 banks, 5 newspaper 
offices, and a variety of manut;iciunng establishments. Within the 
limits of the village are 12 male and female schools, all of which are 
of a superior order. Pop. in 1850, 13,944. 
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The above is a representation of the l.'oughkeepsie Collegiate 
School, erected on the summit, of an elevated hill about a mile from 
the Hudson, and half a mile northward from the business part of the 
village. This structure is modelled after the Parthenon at Athens, and 
is 35 by 1 15 feet in size, exclusive of the colonnade ; inclusive, 77 by 
137 feet. It cost, exclusive of the ground, about forty thousand dol- 
lars. This institution was opened for the reception of pupils in Nov., 
1836, under the superintendence of Mr. Charles Bartlelt, assisted by 
eight competent teachers. During the first term, there were 50 pu- 
pils ; the second, 84 ; the third, 94 ; and the fourth term, 108. " Its 
situation is truly a noble one ; standing on an eminence commanding 
an extensive view of almost every variety of feature necessary to the 
perfection of a beautiful landscape. From the colonnade, which en- 
tirely surrounds it, the eye of the spectator can compass a circuit of 
nearly fifty miles : on the south, at a distance- of twenty miles, the 
Highlands terminate the view, within which an apparent plain stretches 
to their base, covered with highly cultivated farms, neat mansions, and 
thriving villages. Similar scenery meets the eye on the east, but more 
undulating. On the west and north, the I ludson rolls on in its pride 
and beauty, dotted with the sails of inland commerce and numerous 
steamboats, all laden with products of industry and busy men. In the 
dim distance, the azure summits of the CaUskiil, reared to the clouds, 
stretch away to the north, a distance of forty miles, whore the far-famed 
'Mountain House' is distinctly seen, like a pearl, in its mountain crest, 
at an elevation of nearly three thousand feet above the river. At our 
feet, like a beautiful panorama, lies the village of Puugbkocpsie, with 
its churches, its literary institutions, and various improvements in view, 
indicating the existence of a liberal spirit of well-directed enterprise." 
The Dutchess Count i/ Academy was erected in 1836, in the southeast 
part of the village, at an expense of about $14,000. The average 
number of its pup:ls is abo'.il cue ni.ncrcd. " The objects of this institu- 
tion are to prepare vouns men for college, ior teachers of common 
schools, lor the counting-house, or any of the active pursuits of life." 

Mat tea wan is a large manuiacturing village on Fishkill creek, up- 
wards of a mile from the landing on Hudson river, about 10 miles S. 
of Poughkeepsie. Tt was founded in 1814, by Messrs. Schenck and 
Leonard, about which time the Matteawan company was formed. 
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There are here several large cotton mills, and factories of various de- 
scriptions. There are about 2,000 persons connected with and em- 
ployed in the works. There are many neat dwellings, and two beau- 
tiful churches, one Presbyterian and one Episcopalian, at whose 
sabbath schools 250 children attend. No intoxicating liquors are per- 
mitted to be sold, and almost the whole population have pledged 
themselves to abstain from their use. " The deep valley, with its cas- 
cades and rapids ; the village, with its neat white dwellings, magnifi- 
cent factories, arid ornamental churches, overhung by the stupendous 
mountain, render this one of the most beautiful scenes in the state, 
where enlightened, cheerful, and persevering industry is reaping its 
due reward. It attracts much attention, and is greatly resorted to in 
the summer season." 

Glenham, Franklinville, and Rocky Glen, are small manufacturing 
villages. Fishkili village, on the creek, 5 miles from the Hudson 
river, and 16 from Poughkeepsie, is situated upon a beautiful plain, in 
a fertile country, and has about, eighty dwellings, an academy, one 
Episcopal, and one Dutch church. A portion of the American army 
were located here in the revolutionary war. Their barracks were 
about half a mile south of the village. Pleasant Valfoy, 7 miles NE. 
from Poughkeepsie, is a manufacturing village on Wappinger's creek 
of about 100 dwellings and 1 churches. Ili/dn Park village and land- 
ing, about 7 miles N. of Poughkeepsie, has about 80 dwellings and 3 
churches. The seat of the late Dr. Hosack is in this place. The vil- 
lage of Rhiw:h<-:ck Flats, about. miles from New York, 2 miles from 
the landing, contains upwards of 100 dwellings, 3 churches, and an 
academy. 



ERIE COUNTY. 

Erie county was taken from Niagara county in 1821. Greatest 
length N. and S. 44, and greatest breadth E. and W. 30 miles. Cen- 
trally distant from New York 357, from Albany W., 298 miles. Lake 
Erie and the Niagara river form its western boundary, the Tonawanta 
creek its northern, and the Cattaraugus its southern. The many 
streams which enter into Lake Eric furnish fine mil] sites. The Erie 
canal enters the Tonawanta creek on the northern border ; from which 
a towing path has been constructed along the bank of the creek, which 
is used as a canal 12 miles to the Tonawanda village, a short distance 
above its junction with Niagara river, near Grand Island. A railroad 
connects Buffalo with the village at Niagara Falls, and one with the 
Black Rock ferry. The surface in the northern part of the county is 
level or gently undulating ; the southern is more diversified, but no 
part is hilly. Generally the soil is good; consisting in the northern 
half, of warm, sandy, and gravelly loam, occasionally mixed with 
clay, and adapted to wheat ; in the southern, clay prevails, and is pro- 
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ductive of grass. Both portions yield excellent and various fruits. 
About one third of tiin land is under improvement. The whole county 
was within the Holland Land Company's purchase, excepting a strip 
a mile wide on the Niagara river. The county has 21 towns. 
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Buffalo city is situated at the outlet of Lake Erie, at the head of 
Niagara river, at the mouth of the Buffalo creek, and at the western 
extremity of the Erie canal ; Lat. 42° 53' N., long. 2° west from 
Washington. Distant from Albany by the great western road 298 
miles ; by the Erie canal, 304 ; from New York, by Albany and 
Utica, 445; by Morristown, N. J., Owego, and Ithaca, 357; from 
Rochester, 73 ; from Niagara Falls, 22; from Erie, Penn., 90; from 
Cleveland, Ohio, 103; from Detroit, Mich., 290; from Toronto, U. 
C, 72; from Montreal, L. C, 427; and from Washington City, 376 
miles. Buffalo is the, port, of entry for the Niagara district, including 
Silver Creek, Dunkirk, and Portland, and all above the falls. It is 
an entrepot for the great and growing trade between New York and a 
large portion of Upper Canada and the great west. 

Buffalo was originally laid out in ISOl, by the Holland Land Com- 
pany, on a bluff or terrace rising 50 feet, above the wator, and partly 
on the low and marshy ground extending from the terrace to the creek 
and lake. This marsh lias been drained, a.nd a large portion of the 
business part of the city lies upon it. The Erie canal from Tone- 
wanda village is continued along the margin of Niagara, river and the 
shore of the lake to the city. A mole or pier of wood and stone, 
1,500 feet long, extends from the south side of the mouth of the creek, 
forming a partial breakwater to protect the shipping from the gales 
whieh arc felt here. For the better accommodation of trade, a ship 
canal, 80 feet wide and 13 deep, was completed in 1833, across the 
harbor near the mouth of the creek, a distance of 700 yards. A 
lighthouse built of limestone stands on the end of the pier, 46 feet in 
height. 

From the time of the foundation of this place to 1812, it increased 
slowly. In that year it became a military post, and in December, 
1813, every building in it was burnt save two, by the British and In- 
dians. Many of the inhabitants were taken prisoners to Montreal. 
The place was soon rebuilt, and by 1817, it contained 100 houses, 
some of which were large and elegant. It. was incorporated as a 
village in 1822, and, in 1823, had. the courthouse and jail, and up- 
wards of 300 buildings. It had then felt in advance the influence of 
the Erie canal, and much improvement was made in anticipation of 
the completion of that great work. In 1829, if; had 400 houses, and 
more than 2,000 inhabitants. It was incorporated as a city in 1832, 
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and contains at this lime about -1,000 houses, and 4-2,200 inhabitants. 
There are 25 churches, a literary and srieiniiic academy, incorporated 
in 1827, 7 banks, 8 newspapers, a.nd many hotels and taverns, required 
for the great concourse of strangers here. The buildings, public and 
private, are generally good, many of them four stories high, among 
which are fine specimens of architecture. An enterprising citizen, 
Mr. Rathbun, during the year 1835, erected 09 buildings, at an aggre- 
gate cost of about §500,000 ; of these, 52 were stores of the first 
class, 32 dwellings, a theatre, &c." 




Distant view of Black Rock and vicinity. 

The village of .Black Rock is in two division?, the upper and lower. 
The post-office, which is in the south part, is 3 miles from Buffalo, 
oppose ihe village of Waterloo on the Canada side. 

The foregoing is a distant northern view of part of the village of 
Black Rock ; the Canada side, on which is the village of Waterloo, 
is seen on the right, and Lake Erie in the extreme distance. A ferry 
boat plies between Waterloo and the south part of Black Rock vil- 
lage. Niagara river at this point is three fourths of a mile wide, 20 
feet deep, and runs with a current of 6 miles an hour. The harbor 
of Black Rock is 4,565 yards long from N. to S., and from 88 to 220 
yards broad, containing an area of VM acres. Il begins in the lake 
opposite Buffalo, at. Bird island, wvA is continued, by a mole of double 
wooden cribs filled in with stone, IS feet wide and 2, 015 yards long, 
to Squaw island, and is raised from 1 to 4 feet above the surface of 
the river, rising gradually towards the north. A dam at the end of 
Squaw island, connect ing il with the main land, raises the water about 
4^ feet to the level of the lake. The average depth of the water in 
this harbor is 15 feet. By means of the dam, great water-power is 
obtained, and mills of various kinds are established at the lower vil- 
lage. The village of Black Rock contains about 350 dwellings, and 
2,000 inhabitants. 

Black Rock, in common with other places on the Niagara fron- 
tier, was ravaged and burnt by the enemy in December, 1813. On 
the 11th of July previous, the British made an attack on ihe place. 
The following particulars of this event are compiled from the Buffalo 
Gazette. 

12 
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"Till' rimis-ll Iron [is '.vaidl crossed iivc I- a I Mice, a Tloa'; oil the Ifli.li iuil. were commanded 
liv Cain, liisiiop and Wiin.?n. They crussia.i 13c .\ingnra below >i|ii:l-.v island, mill marc-bed 
far above the navy yard before any niunn was gitem Tin- dctn.ehed cii.il ia being surprised, 
retreated up 1.1 n- iicacii, and ]■: !'( llii' enemy in quiet possession of I'm- village, who proceeded 
to burn the sailers' barrack- nut! Mock-li'Mises ui the great buttery. Tiicy thru proceeded 
to the batteries, dismount, d and .spiked ikrce 1:2 poMiders. mid (nek away 3 field-pieces 
and one Hi pounder ; Ihey look from a storehouse- a ipiantily of whiskey, suit, Hour, pork) 
&c.. which, Willi i'oiiv eili/eus. they took across the river. At tiie firsi moment of llie a 1 ami, 
Gen. Porter left Black Hock I'm- iimlido. at which plum: iie assembled a body of volunteers 

» rid a few regulars, winch, ivitii 1 1)1! mill ad a,'i Indians, lormed a i unction about a mile 

from (lie enemy. After being IVinncd wi'h the miiitia ami kidiaas on tho llaiiks and the 
volunteers and ihe icgaiars in I lie centre. Ihey at: a eked, mid riie enemy, after u eon tea! of 
80 liiinules, retreated in the utmost confusion to Inc. benc.'i, embnrl.ed in several of our 
boats, nuil jnii.ed for I he oppose slime : all the hou's got of:' w ilia ml injury , eiccpl the last, 
which Miiicrcd severe! v linn our (ire, and from a|uicaraue.'. ueariv all lue men in hor were 
killed or wounded. Tee llril.ish [est 8 killed on ihe held, basit.ns tiiose killed mid wounded 
in the boats. We tons l.'i prisoners, who wore scut to li ilaeia. Cap;. Saunders, o[ the 
British dhh, was wounded v.liic stepaiug into his bent ; lie was conveyed iii Gen. Potter's 
house. He states ill at Col. Jiislnoi «■:■ iiad ; y v.-niuided and cairbd into the bout, and says 
also, that several killed and wounded ware carried into Ihe iiouls. On our side, Sergeant 
llartman, Joiiaikan Thompson, and Joseph Wriuhr I'.-.-ia silled, and 5 wounded, 2 ofwnoui 
were Indians. Tiie Indians 1 ;■ ■ 1 1 1 1 v i ■ r. i win mid eomuiilied mi act of cruelty. They fought 
because tliey wore friend ly in file [/idled Males, a. id In cause their own possessions, which 
are very valuable-, were in danger of invasion. They are opposed 10 crossing the river 
to right, hill are ready te meet the enemy a.i. ihe lliresliold in defence of 1.1 ie conn try which 
lirolcels (hem. Mai. Kins; was ut lllnck (vica ovciatirdir. am! was uresoul nad assisted in 
(be action. Two hundred regulars have arrived from Uric at lliae.k Hock, where they are 
to be stationed." 

Fort Erie, about a mile S. from lire ferry at Waterloo on the Can- 
ada side, was a post of muck importance durhur the last war. After 
the battle at Niagara, tiie Am mams fell hark to Fort Erie, of which 
they bad previously taken possession. This fortress is situated on 
the margin of the lake, at its outlet into the Niagara river ; being 
nearly a horizontal plain 15 feet above tho level of the water, it pos- 
sesses no natural advantages. On the 13lli of Aug. 1 b!4, the British 
troops, having invested Uk; fort, opened a brisk cannonade, which was 
returned from the American batteries. At sunset on the 14th, one 
of their shells lodged in a small magazine, which blew up without any 
injurious effects. The following account of the assault which took 
place a few hours afterward, is taken from "Perkins' History of the 
Late War." 

•' Gen. Gaines, o.vpeeiiug an assault In Ihe eonrse of the night, kept his 1:10:1 constantly 
ut their [itisls. Tiie night was dark, and tiie early pail uf it rainy ; at % o'clock in the 
limmlng, the lil'i'J-h coil mi us, em eiio.'i.i hi dahiuoss, were d -to sally he lid approaching the 
American lines. The iufmilrv under Maj. "Wood, and dipt. Towson's ariillerv, iijjonod 
a. brisk firo upon them. The slieei. of live from this corps, enabled Con. G runes (o discover 
this column of the (Iritis'), !,n'lll> siroug. approaching the American left. Tiie infanlry were 
protected by a line of loose biaisii ia :ca«;:!ing an abaltls b:irdcri;ij; on the river. The 
British, in attempting to puss round this, pt. uigeii into f!i« ivi-ler lire.asf high. The com- 
manding general was ainuit to eider a delaiilmiral nf lilicinen to snjijier!. Maj. Wood, but 

wes assured by him that lie cnu'.d Iniitiu his |ies:ti:ri wiihaic is re iul'or cement. Tire 

llritish colmnns weia twice re|inhe(i, emi soon aflerward flit: in coafasion. On the right, 
t:ie iii k ri were ::ah-. d h'." a la.i ami ei'ii-cra': ef in-:-:; r.a- :aul eaiiii'iii, whiel, auiionie-ei: 
the approach of the centre and ieit c-aiiunus of the enemy." The latltr met the. veteran Dlh 
regiment, and ll.ulim'.i and llard.n^'s cvinpi-aie- of rohmli-ics, aided by a (i pounder, mid 
wore repulsed. Tin' centre eJamn. under Col. Itrmimioud, approached a.i. (he same time 
tin: most assaildik- noiin.s of the furl, ana with scaiim; ladders useemieil Ihe parapet, but 
were driven back w iih great caruaeia The i-.ssauil was l.w ice icjii-aied, and us often check- 
ed ; this column, concealed by ihe darkness u f ihe night and the eiu.ids of smoke which 
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tolled from Hie cannon ;.ai'. musketry, thru pnssed round the ditch, repeated their charge, 

reuscendei] (heir ladders, ;•;:<: '.v it. i l flu -if pikes, baj onets, and -:■'.;■!■». fdi upon !Jio artillerists. 
Most of the officers, and many of the ini-a, received doodle wound?. Lieut. Mo.Donongh 
bcliiff severely v.i led, u:,d in tin- powi r of llni enemy, surrendered mill demanded (pun- 
ter : Col. Drum 1 1 in i id, refusin;; it, drew n pistol u.ud shot, him dead. Tn n moment after- 
ward, as lie was repealing ihe order In srii o quarters. Col. Drum id v.-ns shot through 

ihe heart. The bastion was now in the in, ski-- ion o[ the lliilish. The bnttie raged '.villi 
increased fury on llic- rieht ; roiiro-uements were oriierod mid promptly lirniisheil from i\Jaj. 
Wood's corps on the lefi. Cupl. Fumsin:' kept n|> ;:■ spirited u.ed desl.rne: ivn fire from b<s 
artillery on Die enemy as they were approaching tiie fori, Ulajs. Ilindm.in and Trimble, 
failing in drive Tiie. ISritish iium tin; lue-tio'.L, witii tin: :■! mi'Jniii;: art i Hell its and infantry, 
mid (Jap!. Hli'dsud's detachment of riilcmi n, rushed in through (he gateway, to the assist - 
ance of the right wing, anil made a resolute charge. \ detachment, under iMi.j. Hall, was 
introduced over the iiilurinr nf tin- bastion, I'm the purpose of riim-gini: I).,. ISiilish, who si ill 
held possession, lint the narrowness of the passim.', admitting only ;) ur It abreast, prevented 
its accomplishment, i-.nd tiiev were obliged to rot ire. At this moment, every operation km 
niresh-il by the ei.plf.sinn :i]' Lie piini-ipii I miLm/iue, coui.a.mu:; u iun.-c o-.niiihty uf cartridges 
and powder, in the end of a stone building uiljniuiug the oomcstid billion. Whether this 
was tin; effect of uceuleiil. ur design, was mil. known. 'I'he explosion was tremendous, and 
its effects decisive. The British in possession nf the bus'iiiu wore destroyed in a moment. 
As soon bs the tumult oecnsiiaied :>y that event, hail subsided, Ca.pl. .Ib'ddle posted a field- 
piece so as to enfilade the exterior plain, and the salienl glacis. L'uuniug's battery Bt the 
same lime opened on the British who iverc now returning. In m few minutes ihey were ail 
driven from the works, leaving 232 killed. Ill wennih-il on the held, nnd J -id prisoners. 
To these losses are to he added ihose killed on tiie left Tkmk by .\laj. Wood's infantry and 
Towson's artillery, and floated doim the Viugura. estimated in the oilioial reports. ;;t i'llii. 
The American toss (hiring the bombardment of lb" i:!lh and 14th, was SI killed, and 3(5 
wounded, and in tiie ass.edl of ihe night ni tiie t-ltii, it killed, ,iii wounded, and I] missing.'' 

The British troops still continuing their investment of Fort Eric, 
on the 17th of September a part oi the Atimnciu) garrison made a 
sortie, and took the British works about 500 yards in front of their 
line. The British had two batteries on their left, which annoyed the 
fort, and were about opening a third. Their camp was about 2 miles 
distant, sheltered by a wood ; their works were garrisoned with one 
third of their infantry, from 1,200 to 1,500 men, and a detachment of 
artillery. 

" Early on the morning of the 17th, General 1 

ed to penetrate through the woods by a eircuitoi 
body anil (heir batteries ; o.diiie Genera! Millori 
between the American lines anil i! in butteries, and at luck tiie in ill i'roat. The advance of 
Gen. Porter's coiinune.d (jnusisteil uf two hundred rilioimm. uniier Golonel Gibson. The 
right eotamn,of dim infantry, ounniuisjied by (Jul. Wnod ; I he left, under Gen. Davis, of 
. r .tMI militia, designed to act as a reserve, and to hold in check any reinfiii-eoiiieiils from 
the British main body. Gen. Porter's corps carried the ilockliouse in the rear of the third 
battery by storm, the magazine was blown up, and the garrison made prisoners. The 
lenders of the ,'i divisions under Gen. Porter, all fed nearly a( Ibe same time ; Co!. Gib- 
son, at the head of the rillemen. ur Ibe second battery, and Gen. Davis and Col. Wood in 
an assault upon the hist. While these l.i-.ins.ielion. were lukinj }i!ae.e i:i tho rear of the 
enemy's works, Ge^erui i\lilic r in front penel niimi oerween (be t'ust au:l seeonil batteries, 
anil, aided by ti.e operations of Gen. .I.'nrter in tiie rear, suci dec in cmiyinir them. With- 
in 3D minutes hum the o;oui:r ueement of the notion, !.! buiieries, '.! bi neb houses, anil tho 
whole line of intrench) in-nts were in possessor, of the Aiueriee.us ;, and immedniteiy after- 
ward, the other iwiiety was abandoned by the British. Gen, Ripley was now ordered up 
with the reserve, and at. the close of the action, was rJa::;f'Toi!Hly wieuided in the neck. 
Strong reinforcements from the British main bode arrived while tho Americans wore en- 
gaged in destroying the works, nnd fonk pari, in Hie action. The object of the sortie being 
fully accomplished, the American troops were ordeieu to return In the fort. During the 
action, Gen. Porter, in passim; from the right to the bei coinuiii of ids detachment, necom- 
panied with only ~2 or 'i ouieer... sui.iiieuly fnuiul himself within a few yards of a body of 
60 British soldiers, who had just emerged from a ravine, and were hesitating which way to 
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go. The general irL.n:. ri!r.l i-iy rmvanocd, and ordered iliem in s 11^11 dor : ap;>roae'.nn;rt'ic, 
first man on the left, lie ((ink his musket, and pushed him towards (!r> American lines: in 
this way he proceeded ncmly lhroiir;li the whole compi.iiy, most of the men voluntarily 
throw in;; flown their ones, mid leliinju ifj ■.van:; the for! : when oil a sudden , a soldier, 
whose musket the general was nboni to sei,.e, jnfs'iil'd the bayonet in his breast, and i!e- 
minuted K? -in-renolcr. Gen. Poller si.-iy.ed the oioskei, nui! ir;u about wre.nchitie; it from 

him, when he was seized hv a Brit sh oliicer, mid '.I or 4 u who «i innE in the ranks, and 

thrown oil the jjinaud. He s.a:c coded in giuniu;: his i'.-.'i. when lie IVnnid himself sur- 
rounded by 15 or iii) nn'n, wilh their oim. mi-sen led at hi in, demanding his surrender. By 
this lime, several American officers with n number of men ivere lidvoiieinj to the scene 
of action. Gen. Porter, now a-siiiniie; an air ui eomposiue aiui decision, toid them they 
were now surrounded ma: prisoners, and if tlu-y lired n l'.hi ihey should all be ptit to the 
sword. By this time n company of Coyioei r ile-nen had arriwd. ana after a momentary 
seene of confusion and earnaec, tiio whole British piirty \y:-r:-: killed, or ina.de prisoners." 

The American loss was 79 killed, 432 wounded and missing. The 
British loss, as estimated by the American commander, was 500 in 
killed and wounded : 38fi prisoners were taken, and their advance 
works were destroyed. On the night of the 21st, Gen. Drummond, 
after an investment, of .">(> days, broke tip his camp, and retired to his 
intrenchments behind Chippewa river. 




House of Red Jacket, on the Buffalo Resen 

The above is the eastern view of the cabin of the celebrated Indian 
chief, Red Jacket, and the hon.=e of Wm. Jones, about four miles from 
Buffalo. The cabin of Red Jacket is seen on the left, the house of 
Jones, which is a fair specimen of the boiler sort of Indian houses, on 
the right. The Seneca mission church is about 80 rods east fiiom 
this place. Red Jacket died Jan. 20th, 1832, and has a monument 
erected to his memory a few rods from the church. 

Red Jaekvl was hern in 1 75 f!. I lis blrrhpluoo is Mipiiosed to have been at a place for. 
merly called " Obi ( lost.e," about 11 miles west of Geneva, hi the present limits of the town 
of Seneca. His Indian mime v.-i.is .Si-^u-i/iih-ikht-Ihi, a word sijjiiii'yi:.;; one who keeps 
awake by nia^icnl Eminence. Durinr; the revolution, the eh-neeas fought under the British 
standard. Alihonid] i|uiie yomiL', his activity and hil!;iil S ciiee u'tractcd the attention of 
the British o:liuers. Jjv them lie was pic~i.nl i il v.-il u u rieiilv embroidered searlcl. jacket. 

This he wore on all occasions, and from lliis oiio.nns ;iu. ;W (he name by which he is 

known amonrf the wdiites. Diirinq- iiio levobiiiun he tons liule or no part as a warrior, 
bat his personal activity and iiaiiMireaieiu taiem's warn liie esteem of bis Iribe. A gentle- 
man who knew him intimately for mure lb mi li'i years, in peace and in war, speaks of him 
in the follow i::a; terms. " lied .locket v. .is n perfect Inuhti in every respect, in costume, 
in his contompt of tho dress, of the white men, in his hatred and opposition ,o the mission- 
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aries, and in his attachment, to, un.i veneration for Iho ancient customs mid traditions of 

his tribe. He had a eo-ilcmp! lor the Fmgiish language, ami disdained to use any other 
than his own. He was the finest specimen of the hnijun character that T ever knew, and 
sustained it with more dignily tiisii any other chief, lie was second to none in authority 
in his tribe. As sn orator lip was uiioipiulha] hy any Indian 1 ever silw. His language 
was beautiful and figurative, us Ihe Imiinii language always is, ami delivered with tha 
greatest ease and ilueucy. Ilis gesiiculiiliou nil- eusy, giuccful, and natural. His voice 
was distinct and clear, and ha always spoke with grout animation. Ilis memory was very 
strong. I have acted as intermi^er to most ol' his speeches, |.j which no translation could 
da adoquaio justice." 

Thr following iiii.a-.sli-ig .ajijeies are iilosirallve of his rjiniiliri'- poiuis ol' character, a:! 

well as of his ready eloquence. At a council bold with Ihe Senecns, a dispute arose be- 
tween Gov. Tompkms and Kcd Jacket, coimccictl walk a treaty of some years standing. 
The governor stated one tiling, and the Indian chief insisted that, the reverse was true, 
liut, it was rejoined, " yen have forgotfee — we liave written it down on paper." " The 
paper then tells i. lie," was the confident answer ; " I have it written here," continued tho 
chief, placing las ham.! with great d gnily u;ion his brow. " Von Yankees are born with a 
feather betw.jen yonr lin^.-i.s ; bin. your paper Jws nut s|;-ak the I nub. The Indian beeps 
bis knowledge hero — ibis is iho bunk 1 1 n- (hen! Spirit gave us — it does not. lie." A refer- 
ence was inimediulely made to tbe treaty in question, when, to Iho nstonisliment of all 
present, and m the- triumph of the lawny s'atesiiian, Ihc dacitiucni continued every word 
thai, be had uttered. 

It happened during Iho revolution that a treaty was held -.villi the Indians, at which 
Lafayette was present, tin- olijoet of which was to tutile ibe- vicious tribes in amity with 
America. Tbe majority ol'lhe cmofs were friendly, but (In-rc w;,s much opposition mudo 
to it, especially by a. young warrior, who declined thai v.ben au alliance was entered into 
wilb America, bo .-liunld consider that the san of Ids oniintry bad set forever. In his travels 
through the Indian country, when las! in America, it happened at a large assemblage of 
chiefs, that Laiiiyelto lel'mred to Iho treaty in question, anil turning to lied Jacket, said, 
■' Pray tell me, if you can. want has become ol' that daring youth who so decidedly op- 
posed all propositions for peace and amity T' '■ I myself ant Iho mini," replied Red 
Jacket ; ■■iho decided i-oetuy of Ibe Americans, so lung as the hope of successfully op- 
posing lie. in remained, bar new ( li.ii- Irlli! aim I ai I.I; lid ally until death." 

During [in; late war, lied Jacket with bis tribe eniiided on Hie American side. Ha 
fouglit through Ibe- whole war, and displayed Ibe most ami nun led intrepidity : while in no 
instance did ho exhibj! the- ferocity ol ibe savage, or (iisg:nce hinisell by any act of iuhu- 
m anity. 

H'-u Jacket was [be toe of Ibe white man, Ilis nation was ; : :, fl -.-.-,,l ; nor limmt, preser- 
vation, atid liberty, bis religion. He bated the missionary af the cross, because bo feared 
some secret design upon ibe lands-, 1,'ie peace, or j],.. nidi peiidenco of the Scnecas. He 
never understood Christianity, lis subliiiie dlsiuteiesteiiuess exceeded his conceptions. 
Ha was a lieeu observer ol" liumiin nature ; ami saw liial among wnile and red men, sor- 
did illlerest was equally tlie spring of action, lie therefore naturally enough suspected 
every stranger who came lo his tribe, of some design on their ill tie and dearly pri'/.cd do- 
mains. Ilis Iribo was ([■■. hied into two factions, one of wiiirb, horn being in favor of tho 
mission a ties, was ■caiied (do Cnristian, and the other., from (heir opposition, Ibe pagan 
party. His wife, who would attend tin?- religious mceth.gs of the Christian pally, re- 
ceived much poisecii'.ioa iVoni biui on ibis account. 'I.lii'iug in- last sickness lliere seemed 
to lie quiti; ^i clniage in regani to ins feelings resiii-eiing < '.m-i-i.anily. lie repeatedly re- 
marked to his wife, ihii.1 be wus soiry that he iiad peiseculia her, — I hat siic was right 
and he wrong, ami, as his dying advice, told bar, '• t':.rnrr.,-<: hi i/i,ur religion, it is tin 
right may .'" 

A few days before bis decease, ho sent for Mr. Harris, the missionary ; but be was at- 
tending' au oe.clesaisl.ical council, and did nol receive Ibe message until after the death of 
the chief. In his last wandering momeu's it is said that he lihir.cl.ed that a via] of cold 
waii* should bo placed in Ids coffin, so that be might lane something wiih which to fight 
tbe evil spirit. A considerable number of people from ibliuio altemleii his funeral, some 
of whom wished him buried hi the ancient or pagan sfvle. Me was, however, interred in 
tho Christian manner, in accordance with the wisi.es ol bis relatives. lie- left two wives, 
but none of his children survived him. Two of Ins sons are supposed to have died Chris- 
tians. Rev. Jabez IS. ilrac. a teacher to the. Senecas hin'ore the war of 1812, states that 
one of the sons ol lie.d Jacket, was the fast convert to C-iiristianily from this tribe. 

For soma months previous to bis death, time had made suoii ravages on his constitution 
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ns to render 1 l . i l i fully sensible of his npptoaehmjr dissohith);). To tba f t-vonl ue often ad- 
verted, and always in the lan;:ii!!i;e (■: uhiln.sop'iie en'iiiuess. lie visited successively fi!l 
his inosi. hitim'dr frauds :■.' their [la'j::.^ luit! reiiver-ed with them upon liie onnthlinii ol 
(lie nation in t li ■.": most nlri.el.iug and i :._j :r — L\ ■- maimer. He told tin ti thirl lie was pass- 
ing away, and his iirjTuisels would soon [■'■■ heard no nam'. He mil Liver the history of Ids 
people from tins uiosi remote period lo whieli Ids knowheoe e\tend. d, ami poinlod out, as 
few could, the wiii;i;- ; Hie privations, ami (be loss of o.huraeier, svliiclj idiuosl. of tluiin- 
ai-ives cousliliifed that history. ''J am about lo leave yon," said lie, " and when I am 
gone, and my wamiiiii kIiisIL no imiijrr he heard or ri-jj,--i :-: N=i.l, I he cr.nl aud {.he avarice of 
the while man wiii prevail. Many winters have I luensiod ihe storm, but I am an aged 
tree, and can stasis no longer, illy leave; are fdlen, my branches are wit ho veil, and I urn 
shaken by every breeze, ^oon my aged trunk wiil lv- nrosirate, and the foot of the ex- 
ulting foe of the Indian may In- piaoed upon it in safety ; lor I leave none who will he 
enabled to avenge snob an indignity. Think nol 1 mourn for myself. J go to join the 
spirits of my father.-, where age rj.uin.it. come ; but uiy heart fails when I think of my 
people, who are soon to be .seasl.crcd and forgolteu." 

Toncwanda village, having about 100 dwellings, lies at llie mouth 
and en both sides of Toncwanda creek, the poriion lying on the north 
side of the creek being in Whcati'ieid, Niagara co. It is 16 miles 
SW. from Lockport, II S. from Buffalo, on the lines of the Buffalo 
and Niagara railroad and the Erie canal, which latter bore runs in the 
Tone w an da creek. Grand Island, called by the Indians Owanungah, 
in the Niagara river, commences about ii miles below the termination 
of Lake Erie, runs down 8 miles, and ends within 3 of Niagara Falls. 
Its breadth varies from 3 to 6 miles. Originally ibis, with the small 
islands of Strawberry, .Snake, Squaw, and Bird, belonged to the 
Senecas, and were purchased of them by the state for $1,000, and 
an annuity of $500. " The state, in 1833, sold Grand Island to the 
East Boston Co., who have erected upon it, on the site of the pro- 
posed Jewish city of Ararat, opposite to the mouth of the Tonewanda 
creek, the village of Whi;e Haven, (named after Mr. Stephen White, 
who resides upon Tonewanda island nearly opposite,) where they 
have a steam grist-mill and saw-mill 150 feet square, with room for 
15 gangs of saws, said to be the largest in the world, several dwell- 
ings, a building used for a school and church, a commodious wharf, 
several hundred feel long, and a spacious dock of piles for storing and 
securing floating timber. The principal object of the company is to 
prepare timber for vessels on the lakes and the ocean, filling the 
frames to the models given ; in which they avail themselves, not only 
of their special resources on the inland, but of all which the vast 
region around the upper lakes affords.'' The operations of this com- 
pany are at present suspended. 

" In IS IK and ' IT, a number of pcr.nrs front the Uniled Pinina an 1 1 Canada went on 
iliis island. They marked mil the- bnioa.'aries of their r;i!leres:-( possesions ; elected magis- 
trates and other oilie. rs from among t.i.ui.-o.yrJ : and gave oat tinil l.hey were amenable 
to neither goveinnunil, hui. an iudependeu; community. After l!ie ipieslion of bouniiary 
wns settled, the aims nf >ew York passed a law to drive them off; bat that was not ef- 
fected till the severe ui unsure was resorted In of deslrei I:jm- tie. is 1 house*, which was done by 
the- shcriiFanu posse of flrie con ill y. (Irnial Island vias self eted by Major i\nah, (now of 
the city of rJevv York,; on ivhif.h In build a oily, and establish a eolosiy of .lews, with the 
viewol making it tin' A sural., or rcssing-phioc of ! Inn dispersed pinole. There it was autir.i- 
pated that thc.r governnieiii v.ooiil be organi/cd. r.inl tiieeee liie l.n'.vs u'O'.dd emanrde v.-lheh 
again were to brlnif <o L ri her the children nf Israel, iiiui re-eslablisli them as a nation upon 

the earth. The .1 imtii n Kahbi din am sanction the seh en ie, ami ii vanished as a day- 

'ireiim <it the lea'iu.-i! and v.an.tiiy pro;. ir.o ;■."■■ -iVltr/e'.v flunk 'if Sift earn Falls. 
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ESSEX COUNTY. 



essily county 



Essex county, formed from Clinton in 1799. was originally settled 
from New England. It* greatest length N. and IS. 4;i, greatest breadth 
E. and W. 41 miles ; centrally distant from i\ow York 271, and from 
Albany 126 miles. " The surface of this comity is decidedly moun- 
tainous, in which respect it bears a striking contrast to the St. Law- 
rence. In addition to this, it may be remarked, that. the. hills, as well 
as the mountains, are steep and abrupt, and almost uniformly present, 
on one side, a precipice nearly perpendicular, In this county there 
are no long ami grudiii.il slope*, or gentle risings towards the mountain 
summit, but they are always bold and diflhuift of ascent. A surface 
of country thus charadei-wed, combined also with great height, both 
of the general surface and especially of numerous peaks, alters to a 
very great extent its agricultural character. By this combination, the 
mean temperature of the county is reduced so low, that the cultivation 
of some of the most useful vegetables is prevented, or they are crops 
so uncertain, on accoiii.it of late springs and early autumnal frosts, 
that little inducement is held out for trying them even as matters of 
experiment. 

" The whole of this county lies within the northern primitive dis- 
trict, except a strip of lower secondary, which borders the lake for 
many miles, and which has generally a surface of rock lime. Iron ore 
of trie best quality abounds everywhere on the hills ; marble is appa- 
rent in Moriah ; plumbago in several districts ; ochres, from which 
paint is made, in Ticonderoga ; and some copper, it is said, has been 
discovered in the northern part of the county." — The county is di- 
vided into 15 towns, viz. : 



Chesterfield, 


%, 


Moriah, 


YVestport, 
Willsoorough, 


Crown Point, 


.iveeuc, 


New comb, 


Elizabethtown, 


Lewis, 


Sehroon, 


Wilmington. 


Essex, 


Minerva, 


Ticonderoga, 





Kcesville, situated on both sides of Au Sable river, 16 miles S. 
from Pla.ttsburg and 1 from Port Kent, contains about liflO dwellings, 
4 churches, a bank, several large innmrfucinring establishments, and 
is a center of business for iron and lumber. Elizabethtown, where 
the county buildings are located, is a village of some 30 or 40 dwell- 
ings. Crown Point, whence the name of the town and ancient fort 
is derived, is situated at the NE. extremity, and is formed by an 
extensive deep bay on the west, skirted by a steep mountain, and, on 
the north and east by the body of the lake. Fort Frederick, at this 
place, was built by the French in 1731. This fortress was a star 
work, being in the form of a pentagon, with bastions at the angles, 
and surrounded by a ditch wailed in with stone. This post secured 
the command of Lake Cliamrilain, and. guarded the passage into Cana- 
da. It was through this lake, by the route of Crown Point, that the 
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parlies of French and Indians made their bloody incursions upon the 
frontiers of New England and New York. This fort was subse- 
quently blown up ; and its site is now marked by a heap of ruins. 
This place being abandoned by the French, in 1759, to Gen. Am- 
herst, fort Crown Point was afterward erected, about a quarter oi a 
mile from the shore, and h;.i= fit a distance something ihe appearance 
of Ticonderoga. The walls were of wood and earth, 16 feet high, 22 
thick, enclosing an area of 1,500 yards square, surrounded by a deep 
broad ditch cut into granite. There were here a double row of stone 
barracks, and o:i the north, a gate with a drawbridge and covered way 
leading to the lake. These works and those adjoining, which were 
extensive, are now mostly heaps of rubbish. Crown Point fell into 
the hands of the Americans at the time of the capture of Ticonde- 
roga, in May, 1775, but was evacuated the next year. The disastrous 
expedition against Canada was terminated near this place, by the 
destruction of the lake fleet under the command of Gen. Arnold, Oct, 
13th, 1776. Arnold, on his retreat from Canada, on board his fleet, 
was pursued by the enemy so closely, that, be was obliged to run his 
vessel on shore and blow up live gondolas. The British soon estab- 
lished themselves, with their army and fleet, at Crown Point, and 
strengthened the (bviiiica.lioiis ; but. ere long they abandoned the sta- 
tion and retired to Canada. 




Ruins of Fort Ticonderoga. 

The above is a representation of the ruins of Fort Ticonderoga, 96 
miles from Albany, the fortress so celebrated in colonial and revolu- 
tionary history. These ruins are situated on a peninsula of about 500 
acres, elevated upwards of 100 feet above Lake Cham plain, at the 
mouth of Lake George's outlet. This fortress was originally erected by 
the French in 1755, and. was called by them Carillon, and was a place 
of much strength by nature and art, surrounded on three sides by water, 
and having half the fourth covered by a swamp, and the only approach- 
able point defended by a breastwork. It was, however, commanded 
by Mount Defiance on the south side of the creek or outlet, which 
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towers 750 feet above the lake. It "was on the summit of this moun- 
tain that Gen. Burgoync's troops showed themselves on the morning 
of July 4th, 1777, with a battery of heavy cannon, which they had 
drawn up along the ridge during the night. The distance from the 
summit to the fort, in a straight line, is about a mile. The position was 
so commanding that they could count all the men in the fort, and 
fully justified Gen. St. Clair in ordering an immediate retreat of the 
garrison. Mount didopendeiiee, connected in history with Ticonde- 
roga, lies in Vermont, one mile from the fort on the east side of the 
lake. There are here also remains of military works. 

The following account of the defeat of Gen. Abercrombie before 
Ticonderoga, July 8, 1758, is from the 3d volume of Macauley's His- 
tory of New York : 

" The oxpedhioii aaams-t T l ■_■ ■ ) r. i f ' :■ !• ■"; i ami Crown Point was conrUii-Ttnl by Abereromhse 
in person. In the beginning of .'Inly in: embarked hi;; forces, amouuiiug to nearly seven 
thousand regular; and ten thnus.md rirovi'icials, on Lake fleergc, on bnroxt of nine handled 
batteaux, and one hu-idrod and ihh-iy-live v.- hale bonis, « iib provisions, artillery, and ammu. 
nition. Several pieces of caiman were mourned on raf s, in cover die proposed landing at 
tilts outlet of the fake. Einiv the next morning he readied die landing place, which was 
in a covo on the west side of the hike near in issue, lending ru die advanced guard of Ihc 
enemy, composed of one bamdioo, In a lodged camp. H« immediately debarked hig 
forces, and after having famed tue.m ic.lo fives; columns, marcheu lo ibe enemy's advanced 
post, which was ub I::n J wiih pieci;.u'tiiou. tie eoniinucd lis inarch wiih ihe army to- 
wards Ticonderoga, wi'li liie iuicniion of invoking ;i ; tint the route lying through a thick 
wood that did nut admit of any regular progression, and ibe guides proving cx'remely ig. 
norant, the troops w(.n- bewildered, and rim columns broken by falling in one on another. 
Lord Howe being advanced ai. the head of ihc right centre column, encountered a French 
detachment, that had likewise los* its way in I lis rotroe.t from ibe advanced post, and a 
warm skirmish, ensuing, the enemy wore- routed v.f a considerable loss; and one hundred 
ami forly.eight were taken prisoners. This advim'agc m i:s niirelnised n! a dear rate. Lord 
Howe, and one olhor olucer, besides privates, were killed, '.'.'lie former is spokon of in 
very high terms for his bravery.*' Aliererombie perceiving Ike troops were greatly fatigued 
and disordered, deomi'ii ii mhisa'aie to fill back 10 the linitliug place. Then he detached 
LicLitenant-cehmel Rradstreet, with a detachment, to take possession of a saw-mill in the 
vicinity of Ticondcrogn, which the enemy hud abandoned. This post heing secured, 

Abercrombie advance: I again lowatils Tic lerogn, where, he understood from dip prisoners, 

the enemy bad assembled eight baauhous, wiili a body of Canadians and Indians, amoiint- 
itig in all to six thousand men. The ac ami number, however, was considerably less, not 
exceeding four thousand men, as was afterward use: -mined. These, they said, being on. 
camped before the fort, were employed in making a formidable iutrcnchnient, where they 
intended to wait for a. reinforcement of three thousand men, who hud been detached, Under 
the command of _\1, do Levi, to make a diversion on the sicie of the Mohawk; but upon 
intelligence of Abercrombic's approach, were now recalled tor the defence of Ticonderoga. 
This informaiian induced AbcrcroiuLuc to strike, if passible, some decisive blow before die 
iunction could be clVcttod. lit Ihcrciorc early ne.u morning sent his engineer 1.0 reoiin. 
noitre the enemy's hurt ndimi nis ; and he, upon his teiurii, reported that ihe. works being 
still unfinished, might be attempted with gooci [.■rospcul. of success. A disposition was 
made accordingly fur ibe. al'ack, and after proper guards laid been left at the saw-mill and 
the landing piece, the ivhole army waspittin motion. The troops advanced with great alacrity 
towards the iiilronc lime tils, wlacli, hov.cvcr, tliey fo-.-.mi altogether unpraeiicable. Tlio 
breastwork was rai.-ed eight fee; nigh, and the gromul oefire it covered with an abattis, 

■■'■ "T:ji:i vihcic (i!D:f ; - was 'lei ir|r.' ul'eic niiiiv. I'mian." liist arrival 
niia.ot ami I. is i-Ji.i.af n. <:n a-.ne;u' nature of the 

meat Ta to:i.uv ill.; csuisii. ■■- lb; ::i-:iioi.id lh:ir dull. ..„ 

nr.it til' ;ti ol liviTi- lull. !..■ 11: FL;)-.-!iIi-..!':s aic'i: Wli-ii r.-;n Vii.ii.ilri.ia. i:i:i.i.r, ,ri,,iv!inl (jtr;. I'.i'.aaai. 

iVkll alinus .11':; mi:!:. r..iv:i:.: -a ii. Croat : I II'.:: ,..r:n ■ a k'.ti.L i 1 ,,..:. ml l:iL' yin'v. I''. u ' I- ■:-. vuf.--:l LO 

jirevfui Laid liawe I'mi.i :i. :■ ■ ■. .1 ■; I ini. -a-. i;!L'. ■ Jb. :.u (I. ii' '- loll. 1.. I'M I':--: "' ■-■> lin: will 1,3 at 

bull! roi.na, n. 1 ••■. tic 1 -In ;-.-i ,:t,iu. ■!! ui' vuca- .- ■.■!" i.i.b.ia: ini. 1 ;.l':. ■'■■:■ U.i- aonv.' TIil' caly aa.-wer 

was, •I'aui.na. vi;inilia:ii ;:-(],;;]' a. ran:, as mil. rune: 1 am lii.I'M.ea! :! a. ty:.' 'I'iiev ai::.:i aict lheli.ll 

Bank of mi 1. iiLiiiy-3 advance, by whoso tot Are Ms lordship IV.!.' ■-- J.0,-..t ^■oc;'» Lif,:of Putnam. 
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or felled trees, wi:h iheir bono;:- poinima; ou'word, and projeoiiug in sneli a manner as to 
render the jntrenebmeu: almost ii'.;:<:c:r=-?-il;lc:. Ivuwithsiandmi; diesc elrs con raid tig dirtied 
ties, the troops marched up in ilia assault with an lmdnimttd resolution, and sustained a 
terrible fire. They (nteii'.-orcd ;o force ihejr '.v.h- mien::'! tln-i embarrassments, and some 
of ihem even moau'ed me parapet ; ha tbe enemy were to wef covered, and defended 
their works with .?o ■until galianlry, iiotv.-iiJij=ra::c3iii"r i hoi: greatly itdetior m.nrihers, i.bai no 
impression could bo made ; the onma.'te becar f r-;i lO.Li Iv ivoat, 1 the assailants bewail to 
fall into great eonfusios'., after fcvi :;>'. avsicks. wb. ; ch h.r-ied several hours. Ai)crcroinlnc by 
this time saw plainly dial ua hope of success remained ; : i ; = ■: 3 in nnler l.o prevent a total de. 
feat, sounded a re'rea-, leaving about, two tir.usnud. men o:i die field. Kvery corps of the 
army behaved, on tin- unturtu utile (i;iy, with ivmarkallo ietropidfy ; die grealesl loss sua. 
lamed ilj) [._.:]lj the corps, was that of tbe rcr>i:ncn'. of Lord John _\ I'm '.'ay." 

The seizure of the fortress of Ticoiitlcrogn, hy Col. Ethan Ailen, 
on the 10th of May, 1775, is thus related by Ramsay, in his history 
of the American Revolution : 

" It early ocean-ail lo jiiiiiiy, iliat if ii.fi sward decided the c mtrovcrsy between Great 
Britain and her colonies, die possession of 'J.'iconete:iisr:i wo. .Id bo essential to the security 
of the latter. SiUii'.ted on ;:. promontory, formed ::t (lie .''.mctioii of liio waters of Lake 
George and Lalte Cliamplam, it was liio key of all common: cation between New York and 
Canada. Messrs. Doaiio, Wu .■■■:■■.:, ':':.:■■ ms. isa ■■■ i-s, i-mi others of Conuccdcul, planned 
a scheme for nulnimag possession of liiis valuable post. Having procured a loan of ],800 
doilais of pnblie money, and provided a sukiiietM (;:sni:liiy of pawnor and ball, lacy set otf 
for Bennington, :o obtain tbe co-opera lion of Colonel Aiku of tba: [■lace. Two hundred 
and seventy inen, mostly of msir brave and biiroiy people win; are railed gicn mountain 
boys, were speedily cajoled at Cnstlcto::, which was fixed on as ibo [dace of rendezvous. 
At this place Colonel Arnold, who, tiiossgh attended only with a servant, was prosecuting 
the same object, uueipoeleil.'y joined taint. lie had been early chosen a captain of a vol. 
unteer company by :1m inhauiliinls of iSew Haven, anioi z wlom he resided. As soon as 
ho received news of the Lexington battle, bo marched olf with his company for the v;. 
pinny of Huston, ami arrived there, ihoagn 150 miles distant, in a few days. Immediately 
after his arrival lie waited on ilic Mas-uo:iu-ei:s committee of safety, and informed them, 
that there were a: Ticondeniga matty pieces of cannon and a great, ouantity of valuable 
stores, and dial the fort was in a ruinous eonehiun, tmu garrisoned on'y by about 40 men. 
They appointed him a coionel. and commissioned him to raise dull men, and to lake Ti. 
oonderogsi, Tue leaders of liio party whieli bait previously rcitdotevott-cd at Caslleion, ad. 
mitted Colonel Arno.ii to join diem, and it was agreed fin: Colonel Allen sbou'.d be tiic 
commander in chief of :ne expedition, and ihat Colonel Arnold should be Ins assistant. 
Tney proceeded widnait do. ay, and airiveii ii; the nijilo. at Ltfin Cnaniplain, opposite to Ti- 
conderoga. Alien atn.l Arnold cros.ci.l ovee witi: i:S men, and landed iietir tiic garrison. 
'1'iioy contendoii who sno:dd go in iitsi, (.mt it was a! last agreed trait they should both go 
in together. Tlity advanced abreas:, ami enioreu tlto fart at :::c dawumg of day. A sentry 
snapiieo his piece at one of diem, and f ion retrf aied drotn.k die covered way to the pa. 
rade. The Americans :oi|,iwi:-i.:, tad immeiljately drew up. 'flic eotnie.unocr, suiprised io 
his bee, was caiitd tipan to surrcuilcr the fori, lie asked, lie what, authority '[ Colonel 
Alien replied, ' 1 demand ii in llic name of ii:': e-rctJi Jchui-.nb, und. of Hit: conlinent-d 
congress? Ko resistance was inside, and liio fort, witii its valuable stoics and forly-cight 
prisoners, fell. in!o the hands of the Amer.cans. Tiie liosits hail been sent back for the re. 
mainder of the men, h.i: the bnsir.esr ws: = done btd'.ne :hey got over. Coionel Scdi War- 
ner "'as sent oil' «itii a parly In nd;e iiossessjou or" Crown I'oiar, where, a sergeant and ii! 
loe.'i pcrtormed giirrisnu duty. Tills wa- s|:eeslily elfeered. 'J'iic jicxr oifec:, catling Ihr 
(he at' cut sou of mo An: erica us, was to oou.in the command of Luke. Cb plain, but to ac- 
complish this, it wsis necessary for them lo get possession of a sioop of war, lying at St. 
Johns. Bt the northern exu-eniily of die lake. With the view of eupuiriug liiis sloop it 
was agreed to mm: and arm a schooner lying at tool's liny, aad that Arnold should earu- 
inand her, ami tin,:. Aden saoald eoTiitsiae.d siime bati.eiis.js on the sanse. expedition. A fa. 
vorable wind earned die schooner aiicac ot the oa:iciu.tx, and Cnloisel Arusikl got ltnmedL 
ate posscssiou of the sloop by surprise. Tue wind siLtiiu favunitg him, be returned wdth 
his prife to Ticeiideioea, ami rjoititu Colonel Alien. Tisc latter soon went home, and the 
former with a iiuinb::-:- of men aiixed to rem;. in there 'in isarrisom In liiis rapid maimer 
he possession of Tscoatieroj.a and i tie command of Lake C nam plain were obtained, with. 
out any loss, by a few determined men." 
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The following account of the evacuation of Ticonderoga by Gen- 
eral St. Clair, on July 6, 1777, and some of the events which follow- 
ed, is from the 3d volume of Macaulcy's History of New York : 

"From Crown i'oim, the British army advanced on bofn sides of the lake; the navai 
force keeping its slaiiou in the ceolro ; ihe frigate and gnu-buiLis ca-t anchor just out of 
cannon-shot from the American works. 0:i the near approach of the right wdng, which 
advanced on tho went side of 1.1 1 o lake, on ilie second of .Inly, die Americans abandoned 
and set fire to their works, block-houses und saw.mills, 'owaius Lake George ; and with- 
out attempting Liny serious oppo. i. m, -am v. :l Hi ::>■]:. I l.niiLp- i.j mm I'Ossesskui of Mount 
Hope. This post (_■-..■ uir nil 1 1 1 i t il liie American li-.es in a li-'h;;". 1 degree, aitd cut off their com. 
munieation with Lake GcuJgc. The enemy charged ilia rVmericans, on this occasion, with 
snphieiiess and vain: of vigor ; 1 > . : L (III- charge seems not well-founded : they had not men 
enoin'li to make nuv h .- j IV ■ ■.: ti.i : i j opinion lo the powerful force which farouieced to enclose 
thorn. 

"In "he meantime, ike British tinny proceeded will, =!;c.h cipedii.iou in die construction 
of their works, the bringing tip of iheir artillery, stores, sn:! provisions, a:n! tho establish, 
rnent of posts B!;d cotnmumcauoiis, that by Ihe .iitili, mailers were so far advanced as ;o 
require hat one or two days more to completely invest the posis on hoth sides of 'lie lake. 
Mount Defiance had a 'so lift n examined, and die a i: van: ag. s wine:; ii presented were so 
important, that il had been dotoriai led l.i Hike, oesssssiun, and erect a battery there. This 
work, though ii'iottdcd wr.h extreme ilidiculiy und lano. 1 , had been carried on by General 
Phillips with mueh expedition am; success, A road had been maiie over very rough 
ground, to tile top of me mount; und die enemy were a; work In construe ling a level for a 
natlcrv, tmd tramajormig ii.cir e;:nnon. Ah soon lis ibis h;ii:v.-y sootdd be ready lo pkij, 
the American wiu-;s wu.dd have been eomphgoly inves'ed oil ad sides. 

" The situation of General St. Clair was now very critical, .lie eadcti a council of war, 
to deliberate on measures to be taken. Ho informed is-.crn that their whole effective num. 
her was no I sufficient to man ollc half of the works ; drat us the whole must be consiaaiily 
on duty, it would be impossible for them in en, lure ihc fatigue fov any considerable length 
of time ; that Gcncrai Schuyler, who was r.lien at .Fori ladward, had not sudieicut forces to 
relievo them ; and dial, as the enemy's batteries vi re (marly n adv to open upon them, and 
the place would bo completely iuvc-ucd iri twenly-four "io'.us, nothmg could save the troops 
but ;;n Lirinieiiaiio evacuation of the posts. 

" It was proposed that the baggage of the army, wiih sucli armle.-v s-oivs and provisions 
as rbe necessity of die occasion would admit, should he embarked wiih a strong detach, 
ment on hoard of two hmidt-oil bat 'cam, and despatched under convoy of five armed gal. 
leys, tip the lake lo Skeeushoiougli, (Wbh.ehail,! ami that die mam body of the army should 
proceed by bind, taking US route on the road if) Casiletou, which was about thirty miles 
southeast of Ticouderoga, and join he ba >..- : i ■■'. ja: ,;, .- ai K,: eii-borou:!:]. It was thought 
necessary to keep die matter a seercl nil !i:e nine shfaild come, when it was to be ex. 
ecuted. Hence, me necessary preparations could not be made, and il was not possible to 
prevent irrogmuiiiy and disorder, in me rii lie rem. ombaikLttioiis and movements of tho 
troops, 

'■ Abu u I two o'clock in die mornimr of Jul; lie siv'i, General f'r. Clair left Tioonderoga 
and about three, i In- troops at Mount Independence were put in Minion. The house which 
had been occupied bv General do Ferrnoy was, contrary lo orders, set oa fire. This afforded 
complete information 10 die enemy of what was going forward, and enabled them to see 
every movement, of ibe Americans — ai. I he snuie time, it impressed me bill or wh!i such an 
idea of discovery and daiLi'er, as precipiiated dieni into (jr. at disorder. About four o'clock. 

Colonel Francis brought oil' the rcar-rtuard, atL(; ( b:cieil their retreat in a regular man. 

ner; and soon after, sullic of tlio tvi'.nr.ciits, liuough die evenions of ibeir officers, recov. 
eved from their contusion. When die troops arrived at Himba niton ibey were halted for 
nearly two hours, ami iIlo K-ar-guard was increased by many who did not at first belong to 
it, but were picked up on the road, having been niiabh: to keep tip with their regiments. 
The rear-guard wa- 'acta put under the command of C-oloiu I firth Warner, wuth orders lo 
follow the army, as soon as the whole came up, and ro hair, about a mile and a half short 
of die main body. The army i.hen proceeded to Castletou, about six miles f.ir the r— Colonel 
Warner, with :be roar-guard ami sii-agLi'iors, ri mair.ing a-, ilubbardtotl. 

" The retreat of the A me, cans frooi Ticoocerojja and .Mount Independence, was no 
courier perceived by ilie liriiisli, ihau G( .a. Fiii/.er began an eager pursuit with his bri- 
gade. Major-general Rekh.sel was ta-tereil lo join i:. the pursuit with the greater part of his 
Germans. General It'ra/.er continued die i'ursiiL: through the day, and ha.vitLg received m- 
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telligence that the rear of the American army was m im great ditdittiee, ordered his men 

to lit' that liijrht , .;;in;i i heir I'.rrns. On .Inly Till, i-.t live : .n ihe liit.iniiii;. ho came up with 
Col. Warner, who li act ubonl one. thousand men. 'flic British ae.'.-a:]e(tl boldly to the 
attack, and the tv.-o ijotlits formed within -i.vty yind- o( (arii tit her. The conflict was 
fierce and bloody. Colonel I'rnueis. sell at the lient! ul' his regiment, (itrlitisii: with jireat 
gallantry. Warner iv;i» so well supported liy li is oilieers anil men, that the assailants 
bloke and gave way. They sunn, htn.-e.v~r. reooveri il from their disorder, formed again, 
and c.liit rjft'tt the Amrrieans with the bayonet, when they, in Ibeir turn, were put into dis- 
order; these, however, rallied and returned tn the charge, nut! (lie hsne of tho battle be- 
came dubious. At Mini i inline nl, lien. Reitlesel app ■.;.:■!; I with tho advance party of his 
Germans. These being led imo ae.lion, soon tbeith-tl the- fortune of the day, and the 
Amentia]]- Iia'tl to retreat. The- inss in lliis tuition iv;t- very considerate on the American 
side. Col. Hale, who hat; no' livon^lit his re^mieni, \rliit;li consist cd or' militia, itttti action, 
although ordered so to tin, in attorn;]! in j 1o escape by ilighl fell in with nti inconside.ral.il 
party of tho enemy, find surrendered himself, and a number of his men, prisoners. In 
killed, wounded, mnl ori-ciiers. the Americana Iti-t in 'Ills in i. en lorec hundred and twenty - 
fout men, and the British one hundred and elgiiiy -three in killed and wounded." 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Franklin county, taken from Clinton in 1808, is centrally distant 
from New York 287, from Albany KW, 142 miles. Greatest length 
60, greatest breadth U0 miles. The high northern latitude sufficiently 
indicates the rigors of the climate. The forests are very dense, con- 
sisting of trees of immense size. In the; southwestern part are some 
lofty ridges of mountains, but of all the rest a large portion is rather 
level than hilly. The settlements are almost wholly in the northern 
part, extending about 15 miles S. from the N. line, and even here are 
sparse ; mucb the larger portion of the county being as yet covered 
with the primitive forests. The soil is a sandy loam, occasionally 
mixed with clay, and stony. The fields commonly among thrifty farm- 
ers are fenced with stones gathered from the surface. Some wheat 
is raised, but it is an uncertain crop, whilst grass, oats, barley, corn, 
&c., generally are very productive. No portion of the state is per- 
haps belter adapted to the sugar-beet. Grazing and lumbering are 
the chief pursuit of the inhabitants, who find their market upon the 
St, Lawrence river. The county is divided into 13 towns, viz. : 

\V(;Stvil;C. 



'BuilS'll!', 


Chateau guy, 


Fort Covington, 


BiiilN'tiT. 


Constable, 


Franklin, 


!j(.'li.'!lll). 


Dickinson, 


Mai one, 


Brniiiiu"., 


Duane, 


Moira, 



Malone, the county seat, is 51 miles W. from I'lattsburg, and 212 
from Albany. It is a village of about 100 dwellings, 3 churches, the 
Franklin Academy, a bank, and a number of manufacturing establish- 
ments. It is situated on both sides of .Salmon .river, and is well sup- 
plied with water power, Fort Covington, formerly called French 
Mills, is a village of about 130 dwellings, on Salmon river, 5 miles 
from the St. Lawrence, 223 miles from Albany. It contains 4 
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churches, an academy, and a number of extensive factories and 
mills. 

The Indian Tillage of Si. U.egis lies on the left bank of the St. Regis 
river, upon the northern boundary of this county. The present or late 
chief of the St. Re«is Indians, is or was a descendant of the daughter 
of the Rev. John Williams, the minister of Deerfield, Mass., who was 
with most of his family and neighbors taken prisoner to Canada in 
1704. Mr. Williams was carried lo Luke Champlain, and from thence 
to Montreal and Quebec. In 1706, a flag-ship was dispatched to the 
latter place, and Mr. Williams and 57 other captives were redeemed 
and sent to Boston : all his children returned with the exception of his 
daughter Eunice, who, at the age of 10 years, was left behind. She 
adopted the manners of the Indians, to one of whom she was married, 
and became converted to the Catholic faith. Some time after the war, 
she, with her husband, visited her relations at Deerfield, dressed in the 
Indian costume ; and though every persuasive was in vain tried to in- 
duce her to abandon him and remain among her connections, she still 
persisted in wearing her blanket and counting her beads, and returned 
to Canada, where she ended her days. Her descendants still continue 
to visit their relatives in New England, by whom they are hospitably 
received. One of them, by the name of Eleuzor Williams, has been 
educated by his friends in iVew England, and employed as a mission- 
ary to the Indians at Green Bay. Mr. Williams some years since, 
when on a visit lo Canada, found the Bible of his great-grandfather, 
the Rev. John Williams, with his name in it. He states, that when 
Deerfield was destroyed, the Indians look a small church bell, which 
is now hanging in the Indian church at Si. Regis. It was conveyed 
on a sledge as fur as Lake Champlain avid buried, and was afterward 
taken up and conveyed to Canada. 

The first standard captured from the enemy in the late war was 
taken at this place by Major Guilford Dudley Young, on the S2d of 
Oct., 1812. The following account of this event is extracted from 
newspapers published at the time : 

" 'Major Youii^, «f (lit; Tray laj-ilia. caimiiasidaut of a i.teiaehnieiif stationed at Froueli 
Mills, on the St. [feeds :ivi.-r, havin;; received informal ion DiiU a pasty of trie enemy hud 
arrived at the village of si. Hit;;.;, umi that more wore shortly c.\poeteu, fanned a resolu- 
tion to take tln.'in In fore thev wens r<anforeod. For this, purpos;', he mareiied a d>lar\i- 
mont, at 11 o'clw!: on the mVht of Hie fllst (if Oeiiiber. eroded the river at Gray's Mills 
about 3, and al a h) tins momiuj: arrived within half a taik> el' tin: village unexpected by 
the enemy. Here itm Tnii-or made sadi a judicious disposition of hit use a. that the enemy 
were entirely surrounded, and after a fen- disc halves, nurrendi red themselves prison crs 
with the loss of 5 killed. The result of this uitii.it- v.-as t!ie capture of -ill prisoners with 
their arms, equipmea'.s, &.i;„ cue siund of eilers ;es !\va t;a^cJ.n\, without a man of oar 
party being hurt. They jot safe back to camp at ff o'eloek in the morning. The 
prisoners ivere sent off to I'^ufjliiirj. Major Yoiiu- has tkus had the honor of taking tho 
first standard from the enemy in the present war.'' 
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FULTON COUNTY. 



Fulton couxtv was taken from 1 ho northern purl, of Montuoinerv 
county in 1838 ; NW. from Albany 40 miles ; length E. and W. 32 
miles, breadth N. and S. 17. The surface of the northern part of this 
county is hilly, with some ranges of a mountainous character. The 
Kayader oss eras range of mountains enters the county on the NE., but 
sinks to the general level in the town of Northampton. The county is 
well watered and contains several small lakes. It is divided into 9 



cer, 


Johnstown, 


Oppcnheim, 


albin, 


Mayheld, 


Perth, 


tah, 


Northampton, 


Slratlord. 




Soulti'rm vir-io of Jo/iitskrwn, 
Johnstown, originally named Canghnawuga, was founded about Use 
year 1770, by Sir William Johnson, who resided here during the lat- 
ter period of his life, essentially in the rank, and with much of the 
splendor of a nobleman. Sir William and his family, by various 
means, became possessed of vast tracts of valuable land in this section 
of the country, and had many tenants and retainers under them, 
Their great possessions, however, were confiscated during the revo- 
lutionary war, on account of their adherence to the British cause. 
The village of Johnstown is about 4 miles N. of Fonda, the seat of 
justice for Montgomery county, and 44 from Albany. The accom- 
panying engraving shows die appearance of die village as viewed 
from the first elevation south, on the road to Cauglmawaga or Fonda 
village. The courthouse is the first, budding seen on the left with a 
spire ; Mayfield mountains appear in the extreme distance. The vil- 
lage contains a bank, an academy, 4 churches — 1 Presbyterian, 1 
1 Dutch Reformed, and 1 Methodist — and about 350 
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dwellings. It is situated on a handsome plain, skirted on the N. 
and W. by Cayadui.ta creek, and on the S. by a hill of moderate ele- 
vation. It was regularly laid out by Henry Oothoudt, Jeremiah Van 
Rensselaer, and Christopher P. Yates, state commissioners, in 1784, 
and was incorporated in 1807. 

About three fourths of a mile from this village is a house built by 
Sir William Johnson, called " Johnson Hall." This was the place of 
resort for the sachems of the Six Nations, and all the Mohawks re- 
paired thither to receive their presents from the British government. 

William Johnson was born in Ireland, about the year 1714; he 
was a nephew of Sir Peter Warren, the naval commander who dis- 
tinguished himself al the siege of Louisburg in 1745. Sir Peter hav- 
ing married a sister of Chief-justice De Lancey of New York, pur- 
chased a large track of land on the Mohawk, and about the year 
1734, sent for his nephew to come to America and superintend this 
estate. Young Johnson first established himself at the mouth of the 
Schoharie, afterward erected a house in the town of Amsterdam, 
and subsequently the hall at Johnstown. To fulfil the duties of his 
commission, he learned the language of the Indians, studied their 
manners and cultivated their acquaintance. His situation between 
Albany and Oswego, presented a fine opportunity for trade, and he 
carried on a largo traffic with them, supplying them with goods, and 
receiving in return beaver and oilier skins. By a course of sagacious 
measures, he obtained an influence over the Indians greater than was 
ever possessed by any other white man. 

" Sir William Johnson possessed considerable talents as an orator, 
and his influence over the Indians was not a little owing to the im- 
pression made upon them by means erf his elocution He had 

wives and concubines, tons and daughters, of different, colors." By 
Lady Johnson he had 3 children — 1 son and 2 daughters. His son, 
Sir John Johnson, took side with the British, in the revolutionary 
war, and became the scourge of the Mohawk valley. One of the 
daughters married Col. Claus, and the other Sir Guv Johnson. Sir 
William died suddenly, at Johnson Hall, July 11th, 1774, aged 60 
years ; and was succeeded by his son in his title, and also to his post 
as major-general of the militia. 

T!ib following anecdote respecting bir William, si-ems to evince, fiia(. in Ins deuliu";^ 
wilt) the. Indians, who have a good reputation for uunmiij;, tie was nul outwitted. Hen- 
dricti, lli<" chief of Hit* Mohawks, was at the iiousi; of Sir Wiiiiairi when he received 
several rieh suits of laced clothes. Soon after, tin; chief lame to him and said, " I 
dream." "Weill what did von dream',"' "I dream you jrlvi; me one suit of cloihes." 
This hint could not be mistaken oj wc.ll avoided, and Leeorrliiigiy Ijcndrick received a 

suit. Some time alt (-ward ?>!v Willi , me. a in,; I feiuirieii, eiiid to him, " 1 dreamed last 

night." " Did you 1 What did you dream 7" " I dreamed you gave me a tract of 
laud," desciihinj; it. licnilrick at iirsi [mused ut the ejionnity of Llio demand, hut at 
length said, " You irmy have [.he land ; but we n'.i thenu ii^nhi, ij<i,i dream ton hard for 
me." The tract of fund lims obtained, is stated in have been 12 uiilcs .square, hi the 
present county of Herhutier ; the title to it was confirmed by the king, and was called 
the " Royal Grant." 

The power which Sir William Johnson acquired over the Indians 
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descended to his son and to his nephew, Col. Guy Johnson, who suc- 
ceeded him in the agency of Indian affairs. As the family had de- 
rived most of their wealth and consideration from the crown, they 
were, as might be supposed, devoted loyalists. In 1775, Gen. Schuy- 
ler prevailed upon the Indians to agree to be neutral in the coming 
conflict. It appeared, however, that the influence of the Johnson 



family prevailed with the Indians, and induced them to join the 
British cause. It also appeared that Sir John was fortifying his 
house and arming the Scotch High] under.', his tenants and adherents. 
Congress having hoard of those movements, sent Gen. Schuyler to 
disarm these persons, and take other measures to secure the tranquillity 
of Tryon county. Schuyler set out on this mission with 700 militia, 
but before lie reached Gaughnawaga his loree had increased to three 
thousand. At Schenectady a deputation of Mohawks under the in- 
fluence of the Johnsons met him, and with much artfulness endea- 
vored to dissuade him from advancing. On the 16th of January, 
1776, Gen. Schuyler despatched a letter to Sir John, requesting him 
to meet him on the morrow ; they accordingly met, and after some 
subsequent delay, he and the Scotch gentlemen agreed to make a 
delivery of the arms of the inhabitants. Sir John likewise agreed 
that he would not go westward of German Flats and Kinsland dis- 
trict, and that six Scotch inhabitants might he taken as hostages. On 
the I9th, Schuyler marched into Johnstown and drew up his men in 
aline; the Highlanders were drawn up facing them, and grounded 
their arms. The military stores were surrendered : and this service 
being performed, Schuyler and the militia returned. It was found 
afterward that the Highlanders had not delivered up their broad- 
swords or ammunition. 

Gen. Herkimer was left, by Gen. Schuyler to complete the disarm- 
ing of the hostile inhabitants. Sir John, notwithstanding his word of 
honor, continued his hostile intrigues with the Indians, and otherwise 
forfeited his promises. It was found necessary to secure him, and in 
May, 1776, Col. Dayton was sent on this duty. The tories in Al- 
bany gave notice to Sir John of his approach, ;md the knight and his 
followers fled to the woods, and escaped to Canada, arriving at Mon- 
treal after nineteen days of suffering and starvation. He left his re- 
sidence in much haste : a.n iron chest, with the family Bible and papers 
were buried in the garden. On arriving in Canada, the baronet was 
commissioned a British colonel, and raised the regiment of tories called 
the Royal Greens. By his adherence to the liritish. his immense estate 
was forfeited, and this appears to have inspired liiin with implacable 
revenge. On Sunday, the 21st of May, 1780, at dead of night, Sir 
John Johnson, with a force of about 500 men, part of whom were 
Indians, made an incursion into Johnstown. He had penetrated the 
country by way of Lake Cha.mplain to Crown Point, and thence 
through the wood.s to the Saconnaga river. The following account 
of this incursion is from a newspaper published June 15th, 1780. 
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given to some of the prisoners,) on Lord's day evening, the 21st tilt., made his first appearance 
at Johnson Hall, undiscovered by any lint his friends, wdio no iloulit were in the secret. 

On llonday, alio, it d:n hrei.k. (ley be (ran lo linrii nil (In- houses except those of the lories, 
beginning al. Aaron Putnam's, below Trff's dill, ami continued horning to Anthony's 
Nose, or Acker's house, except a few which by the iiglhinco of I In.' people were put out 
alrer the enemy hml set them nn tire, There iu:ve been bunt j3 houses and out-houses 
and a mill ; many cattle wero killed in the field, and 60 or 70 sheep burnt in a barn. 
Eleven persons were killed. Col. Fisher [Vissoher] and his two brothers fought with {Treat 
bravery, when the two brothers were, killou and .e.alpcn ; lee colonel wen' up slabs mid there 
defended himsel!', hi:', heinc overpowered, was knuf.ked linwn nnil sc.iiliu.id, on which they 

plundered llie house, set it on lire, and lln-n went oil! Tiie eo'r I recovering a little, though 

he was 1 fi.fl. by I be enemy for deal, be |);ille:l line nf bis dend brol hers on I. of I lie house then 
in flumes ; (lie other was consumed in the house. (I. is sali.l dial I be doetors have hopes 
that Col. Fisher will recover. His mother had a narrow escape for her life, being knocked 
on her head by an Indian ; but she is like to do well. Capt. Hansen was killed by an In- 
dian, who bad formerly lie.cn used by hiin wi;h kindness, and professed much gratitude. 
Old Mr. Fonda was cut in several parts of his bend with a tomahawk. Had il not been 
for (be alertness of Mr. Van Vraoh, probably oioi-e would have b'-oii butchered hy their 
savage hand?; he alarmed tho people along the wuv in Cuuglinaw-aga. who by urossinri 
the river saved their lives. Having .Lone all the mischief to the distressed inhabitants they 
possibly could, they returned io Jomison ll.i 1 1 in the- aileraooa ; w hen Johnson dug- up his 
plale, and about sundown marched for the Scotch Hush, diair! four miles that evening. He 
has 15 or 20 Of his negroes who bud been so:d ; sei-oral of his tiiimils and others lluve gone 
with him. He has permitted seme of bis prisoners to return on parole. His whole force 
when he landed at Crown l.'oini, is saiil to be unmil. .add men. -J 1)0 «:' Ibem liritish, purl, of 
his own resilient, and Indians. Oapi. 1'utiiiuri and four men followed theiu in their retreat 
four days, on their way to Lake Chanipkiin. He st-.w Iran ■>-L miles Crimi Johnson Hall. 
Some think they will take their rente to ' )»wa gate 111 a : hut this seems improbahlo, as they 
have not provisions suilieienl with them. 1 lis. excellency the governor has collected a 
body of militia lo iiiterceot. their wi;y in fiiike Chnniplain ; a number have also marched 
from the New Hampshire grants for the same purpose : Col. Van Sdiaick.. with bOO men, 
is in pursuit of him by the way of Toimstow:i. We hear that the enemy had their feet 
much swelled by their loa;; march ; anil being ;rp.\Ltly I'arl-ned, il. is hoped our people may 
come up with and give a good account, of the Lieut, colonel ami his murdering banditti." 

In the summer of 1781, another expedition was sent against Johns- 
town. This was conducted with so much secrecy, that on the 34th 
of Oct., the enemy, about one thousand jit number, under Majors Rosa 
and Butler, were upon the settlement at Warrensbush before their 
approach was suspected. Col. Willet, who was at Fort Rensselaer 
about twenl.y iinln.s distant., on hearing tin; t!i:ns ; immediately marched 
for Fort Hunter, which he reached early on the following morning 
with all the forces he could muster, being but 416 men in all. When 
he arrived here, he learned that Ross and Butler had the preceding 
day crossed the river some distance below Tripe's Hill, and arrived 
at Johnstown about the middle of the day, killing and taking the peo- 
ple prisoners, destroying buildings and cattle on their way. Having 
effected the passage of the river, Col. Willet pushed on in pursuit of 
the enemy. Having ascertained their position, he detached Major 
Rowley, of Massachusetts, with part of his force, by a circuitous 
march, to fall upon the rear of the. enemy while he attacked them in 
front, a short distance above the Hall. The battle became spirited 
and general, hut the militia under Col. Willet gave way, and ran in 
the utmost confusion to the stone church in the village. Here the 
colonel succeeded in bringing them to a halt. But the defeat would 
have been complete, had not Major Rowley, at this period of the ac- 
tion, emerged from the woods and fell upon the enemy's rear in the 
14 
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very moment of their exultation at their easy victory. The fight 
was now maintained on both sides with obstinacy till near sunset, 
when Willet was enabled to collect a respectable force, with which 
he returned to the field, and again mingled in the fight. The battle 
was kept up till dark, when the enemy, pressed on all sides, fled in 
disorder to the woods— nor stopped short of a mountain sis miles 
distant. The loss of the Americans in this conflict was about forty. 
The enemy lost about the same number killed, and about fifty pris- 
oners. 

11 Major IW retreated up the lioi'tli side of the Mohawk, iii-i.iching nil iiiwlil., after the 
battle. In the morning he wsis unr-ued by Col. Willi;!., in it was not overtaken. The re- 
gion of country over which Ross relrealed, after In) liar] pn-ssed the settlement*, lies twenty 
or thirty miles' north of Fort Schuyler, and of Unit time was uncultivated and desolate. 
His army an If* red much from hunger.— It was on this retreat tlml Walter Butler was 
killed : lie was pursued by n small parly of I hicida Indians : when lie arrived at West 
Canada creek, u'joul 15 ijlLU's above HrrMuicr. lie sivam his horse l cross the stream, and 
then turuina; round, dcirrd ins |in>i iers, who ivere uii the opposite side. An Oneida imme- 
diately discharged his riile and wounded iiiiri ; tie fell. Throwing down bis rifle and his 
blanket, tlie Indian plunged into the creek and swam Licross ; as soon as he had gained 
the opposite hank, he raided liis ton i id nil'.';;, and with a yell, sprung like a tiger upon hi; 
fallen foe. Butler siipniicn.'ed. [iioueii in vain, for mercy ; the Ouc : da, with Ills uplifted 
axe, shouted in his broken Kurdish. ' Siinrn/ Vnlh :/ .' remember Shcrnj Vtdhy .'' and 
then buried it in his brains : he (ore flic sr.iip from the head of his rietim still quivering 
hi the a ironies of death, mid ere Ike remainder of llie I Ineiiliis hud joined him, the spirit, 
of Walter Hi, tin luid iioue to jvive up its uc.coiml. 'the place where he crossed is called 
Butler's Fend to this day."— Vampi„dl's A muds of Tiyon County. 




The above is a copy of a kind of diploma, in possession of the 
New York Historical Soeicly. ivhich it wonld socm the Johnson fam- 
ily were in the habit of giving to those Indians in whom they confided. 
In the vignette, a British officer is seen presenting a medal, or some- 
thing resembling it, to an Indian dressed in the aboriginal style, — 
the council fire, the pipe of peace, the chain of friendship, &c, are 
all represented. 

" By the Honorable Sir William Johnson, Burt,, Si's iL\]u.-ty's sole Agent and Super- 
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intendent of Indian Affairs for the Northern Department of North America, Colonel of 

the Six United Aniiuiis, their .A Mil* and .llvjimrlants, &c. &e. 

" To WilEiiGAs, 1 have ii-cviu'd ■■'[■> -il ijni.-f- of yon: anaodimrnit. to bis. 

liriirmiiic Majoity's. liiii.-rc.~rs aiiil Z.;-.;l ;<>r liis 5 ,:i inec i;|. sundry or.:ci(s:r.inn, more par- 
ticularly I do tlicrH'yi;: five yon tin- |);<b!io Testimonial tii-.-rcni'. us a ninof 
of hi- Majesty's Tl-'o'in and AiinroSji-.tioii. la i:!ar 'in- von. tlio said to be a 

of your and r.'CiiiniiiciKiiiij; ii to nil ria .Majesty'* Su'ajcet, .in cl I ail h I'nl Indiim Al- 
lies to Treat am' enasider yon ii|ion all occasions a^rr.-i.ha' in ;. our o I invader. Station and 
services. Givkn ii.nder nsv ! i and sintl at A-ms ai .lolmron iTu.ll llje day of 17 

I!y Command oi iSir W ; Johnson. 



GENESEE COUNTY. 

Genesee county was taken from Ontario in i S02, and has since 
been much reduced by the formation of several counties from it ; 
centrally distant from New York 321, from Albany 258 miles. This 
county pertains to the great plain of 1,1 to west, and forms with Wyo- 
ming the highest portion of it. Upon the west, the streams run to 
Lake Eric, and on the east to the Genesee river : as in limestone 
countries generally, the streams a.re subject, to much fluctuation. 
The soil is generally highly fertile, and produces as fine crops of 
wheat as any part of the state. By the recent erection of Wyoming 
county from the southern portion, this county is reduced to twelve 
towns, viz. : 

Alabama, Bergen, Darien, Pavilion, 

Alexander, Bethany, Elba, Pembroke, 

Batavia, Byron, Le Roy, Stafford. 

Batavia, the shire village, is by the railroad 283 miles W. of Al- 
bany. .It contains about 300 houses, mostly on it single street up- 
wards of a mile long, the county buildings, ili.e stale arsenal, the office 
of the Holland Land Company, 5 churches, 2 banks, 3 printing 
offices, and a female seminary. This place has acquired some 
celebrity from its being the place from whence William Morgan was 
abducted, in 1820, for attempting to reveal the secrets of Free-Ma- 
sonry. 

The following is an eastern view of the office of the Holland Land 
Company in Batavia, about 80 rods northward from the court- 
house. The state of New York, in 1786, granted the state of Massa- 
chusetts more than six million acres of her western territory, which 
that state sold to Oliver Phelps and Nathaniel Gorham for one mil- 
lion of dollars. These gentlemen soon after extinguished the In- 
dian title to a part of this territory ; they surveyed it into tracts, de- 
nominated ranges and townships, and sola large parcels to specu- 
lators and actual settlers. In 1790, they sold nearly the whole of the 
residue of the survey, 1,204,000 acres, to Robert Morris, of Philadel- 
phia, for eight pence the acre, who resold it to Sir William Pultney, 
Phelps and Gorham being unable to fulfil their contract in full with 
Massachusetts, compromised and surrendered that part of the land to 
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which the Indian title was unextinguished ; in consideration of which, 
the state relinquished two-thirds of the contract price. Jn 1796, Rob- 
ert Morris purchased from the state this portion also — extinguished the 
Indian title — sold off several large tracts upon the cast side, and along 
the Genesee, and mortgaged the residue in Wiihcm Willink, of Am- 
sterdam, and 11 associates, called the "Holland Land Company." 
This company, by the foreclosure of the mortgage, acquired full title 
to the land, surveyed it, and opened their first land-office in Batavia in 
1801. " Having sold a large proportion of the country, they, in 1805, 
conveyed the residue nf the wild lands to several companies, who have 
undertaken to retail them." 

Le Roy village, on Allen's creek, 10 miles E. of Batavia, was 
founded in 1810, by Mr. Le Roy, and incorporated in 1834. It 
contains about '£">0 dwellings, 1 churches, and a female seminary. Al- 
exander, 8 miles S. of Batavia, is a village of about 80 dwellings, 2 
churches, a bank, and. a flourishing incorporated classical school. 



GREENE COUNTY. 

Greene county, on the west side of the Hudson river, was taken 
from Ulster and Albany counties in 1800 ; greatest length 42 miles; 
greatest breadth on the Hudson 28 miles ; centrally distant from 
New York 130, and from Albany 35 miles. The surface is every- 
where hilly, and the larger portion mountainous. The Cattskill 
mountains, after following the southern boundary of the county in an 
easterly direction to the southeast angle, turn north and northwest, and 
pass nearly through the centre of the county into Schoharie. The 
general elevation of this range is from 2.000 to 2.500 feet above the 
adjacent country ; while many of the peaks are elevated from 3,000 to 
3,800 feet above the level of the Hudson. Round Top has an eleva- 
tion of 3.718 feet, High Peak 3,804, and Pine Orchard 3,000 feet. 
The whole southwestern part of the county is hilly and mountainous, 
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yet it affords a fine soil for pastures, with some arable land. The 
northeastern and eastern parts of the county are less hilly, and have 
many valleys, rich and extensive. Much attention is paid to agricul- 
ture, and more leather is manufactured in this ih;m in any other county 
in the state. The county was originally settled by the .Dutch. A large 
proportion, however, of the present inhabitants arc of New England 
descent, and are noted for morality and industry. The county is di- 
vided into 11 towns : 



Athens, 


Coxsackic, 


Hunter. 


Pra'tsville, 


Cairo, 


Durham, 


Lexington. 
New-Baltimo 


Windham. 


C alts kill, 


Greenville, 


•e, 
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Northwestern view of CatshiU. 
The village of Catskil! was incorporated in 1I-0G, and is the seat of 
justice for the county. The village is principally built in the deep 
valley of the Caiskill, between which and the Hudson is a bluff 150 
feet in height. The annexed engraving is a NW.view of the village, 
as seen from an elevation called Ashley Hill, at its northern extremity. 
The drawbridge over the Caiskill is seen on the right, and will admit, 
the passage of sloops some distance above it. The mouth of the creek 
makes a good harbor for sloops ; and a lung and broad dike, walled 
with stone, connects the shore with an island in the river, affording a 
place for buildings, and a commodious landing for steamboats. The 
principal street in the village is about half a mile in extent, having 
quite a business- like appearance. Too stciunboal landing is about one 
mile distant. There are in the village 1 Dutch .Reformed, 1 Episco- 
pal, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Baptist, and 1 Methodist church. There are 2 
banks, 2 newspaper establishments, and about. 300 dwellings. Distant 
6 miles from Hudson, 111 miles from New York, and 33 from Al- 

" Although, not in the town, yet as connected by name and many 
relations with Caiskill, we may describe here the Pine Orchard and 
Mountain House, noted attractions to tourists. They are in Hunter, 
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near its eastern boundary, 12 miles west from Catskhl village. The 
road from the village to tlie foot of the mountain, 9 miles, has little 
of interest. The ascent of the mountain is by a good though circui- 
tous road of 3 miles, i.mt wench, oli.cn runiiiiiLj 1 upon the brink of a deep 
ravine, or beneath iro^vniiia; precipices, exciies an unwelcome degree 
of terror. Tlie liotel, erected by ; The Kaatskill Mountain Associa- 
tion,' at the cost of 622,000, is on a circular platform of rock, 140 feet 
by 24, 4 stories high, with piazzas in front, and a wing for lodging 
rooms, and is duly fitted and furnished for the accommodation of its 
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"The prospect from this rock is more extensive and diversified 
than, perhaps, from any other point in the United Stales. Petty ine- 
qualities disappear, and the whole surrounding country is spread out 
as a plain. The eye roves, in endless gratification, over farms, vil- 
lages, towns, and cities, stretching between the Green mountains of 
Vermont on the north and the Highlands. The Hudson river, with its 
green isles and thousand sheets of white canvass, becomes visible for 
60 miles in a clear atmosphere. At times, a. thick curtain of clouds 
of ever-changing form, veils llie region oi lower eiu'th from sight; and 
in their respective seasons, storms of rain and snow spend their force 
in mid air, beneath the rays of a bright sun which gilds the mountain 
above them. The scene, when gradually unfolded with the day, is 
most enchanting. 

"A few years since this delightful position was almost unknown and 
rarely visited ; but the reports of the extent, beauty, and grandeur of 
its prospects, and the salubrity of its atmosphere, at length fixed pub- 
lic attention. Tlie number of visiters at. each successive season io.-- 
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creased, until the temporary bui.ldiim.s at first erected gave place to the 
edifice we have described. The following heights on the mountain, 
have been given by Capt. Partridge. : Mountain bouse, 3,218 feet 
above the Hudson; 1,882 feet above Lawrence's tavern; 1,547 feet 
above the turnpike gate, at the foot of the mountain, and 947 above 
Green's bridge. 

" Two miles from the hotel are the Kaaterskil! Falls, upon a stream 
flowiti" 1 from two lakes, each about a mile and a half in circumference, 
and about a half mile in the rear of the house. After a west course of 
a mile and a half, the waters fall perpendicularly 175 feet, and paus- 
ing, momentarily, upon the ledge of a rock, precipitate themselves So 
feet more, making the whole descent of the cataract 260 feet. Below 
this point, the current is lost in the dark ravine or clove through which 
its seeks the valley of the Catskill. The water-fall, with all its bold- 
ness, forms, however, but one of the interesting features of this scene. 
From the edge of the first falls is beheld a. dreary chasm, whose steep 
sides, covered, with dark ivy and thick summer foliage, seem like a 
green bed prepared for the waters. Making a circuit, from this spot, 
and descending about midway of the first fall, die spectator enters an 
immense natural amphitheatre behind the cascade, roofed by a magnifi- 
cent ceiling of rock, having in front the. failing torrent, and beyond it 
the wild mountain Cell, over winch the clear blue sky is visible. The 
falls on the west brand), of Kaaterskill have a perpendicular descent 
of more than ! 20 feet, and the stream descends in rapids and cascades 
400 feet in 100 rods. The Kaaterskill has a devious and very rapid 
course of about 8 miles, to the CatskiU, near the village. The falls 
are best seen from below ; and the view from the fine Orchard is 
belter between 3 o'clock, P. M. and at sunset, than in the middle of 
the day." 

Athens village was incorporated in 1S05. It lies on the west bank 
of the Hudson, opposite the city of Hudson; from Sow York 116, 
from Albany 29 miles. It is beautifully situated, extending along the 
shore about a mile and a half, and is viewed advantageously from the 
city of Hudson. [See viewtf Jlv.dson.] The northern section of the 
village was laid out about 1790, by Edward Livingston, Brockholst 
Livingston, Fhhu Chaunccy Goodrich, and associates ; the southern 
in 1801, by Isaac Northrop, Alexander Alexander, Patrick Hamilton, 
and others. The village now contains several churches, and about 
150 dwellings. It is a place of much business, and its natural advan- 
tages are such, that in time it must be one of considerable importance. 
A ferry plies constantly between it and Hudson. 



HAMILTON COUNTY. 

Hamilton county was provisionally erected, in 1816, from the N. 
end of Montgomery county, but not organized. It remained attached 
to Montgomery county until 1838; when, by the division of Mont- 
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gomery, it became attached To Fulton county. It is not yet separately 
organized; though probably from its flourishing condition it will soon 
become detached from Fulton. It is 62 miles long N. and S., and 
with an average breadth, E. and W., of 30 miles; centrally distant 
from New York 350, and from Albany, westerly, 105 miles. This 
count v contains 7 [owns : 

Arietta, Hope, Long Lake, Wells. 

Gilman, Lake Pleasant, Morehouse, 

The whole middle and northern section of this county is yet an un- 
broken wilderness. It has a number of lakes abounding with trout and 
other fish of a delicious flavor, and they are becoming a place of much 
resort to the angler and spoilsman. Its mineral resources are as yet 
little known, but there is no doubt of the existence of iron ore, and 
many other valuable minerals. 



HERKIMER COUNTY. 

Herkimer cotjnty was originally constituted in 1791. Greatest 

length N. and S. 90. srea.lest broad di C. and W, 23 miles. Centrally 
distant from New York 260, from Albany 115 miles. This county 
has a broken and diversified aspect. South of the Mohawk, within 
this county, is the great dividing ridge separating the waters of the 
Mohawk from those of the Susquehavinah. A high range of hills 
extends across the valley of the, Mohawk at the Little Falls, and the 
whole county north of the Mohawk is of a mountainous character. 
Most of the county south of the Mohawk, and for many miles north 
of it, is under cultivation, which the greater portion of the hills will 
admit of to their summits. There is a variety of soil, but the greater 
part of the county is better adapted for grass than grain. The cxten= 
sive alluvial valley of the Mohawk, and those of some of the smaller 
streams, are among the finest grain lands in the state. The northern 
part of the county is elevated, and covered with extensive forests of 
evergreens and marshes, and is of a cold and sterile soil. The Mo- 
hawk river runs across its whole width. 

The lands of this county were originally granted in large tracts ; 
such were the " Royal (.rant," to Sir William Johnson, embracing the 
country between the Fast and West Canada creeks ; the " Jerserfield 
patent," covering a lamer portion of the northern part of the county, 
made in 1770 ; the " German Flats patent," granted in 1725, and 
others. The county has 19 towns, viz. : 

Columbia, Herkimer, 

Danube, Litchfield, 

Fairfield, Little Falls, 

.Frankfort, Manhcim, 

German Flats, Newport, 



.Norway. 


Slicks, 


Ohio, 


"Warren, 


Russia, 


Wiimnrt, 


Salisbury, 


Winfield. 


Schuyler, 
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The following shows ili<; appearance of the village a 
elevation rising from the south bank of the Mohawl 




View of Herkimer, from the Erie Canal. 
canal, about a mile distant. The village was incorporated in 1807- 
1825, and is built on a gravelly plain elevated some 10 or 15 feet 
above the surrounding Hals, occupying the site of the ancient Fort 
Dayton. The village consists of upwards of 1 00 dwellings, the county 
buildings, 1 Dutch Reformed and 1 Methodist church, a printing office, 
(fee. The principal street runs K. and S., and is about half a mde in 
extent ; the railroad passr.s i.hrcuich liie village at its southern extremi- 
ty. Dist. from Albany 80, Little Falls 6 miles. 

The following account, of the destruction of this place by the tories 
and Indians in 1778, is from Stone's Life of Brant. 

" At the time of whin!) wo arc writing, the settlement on the south side of the river 
numbered 3-1 dv.-ellba--hiiusrs, r.nt! there were. ab.au I an espial number upon the north side, 
together with as nunv berus rind ol.rif.i- outbuildings, and several mills. Tlie population, 

tor the number of houses., was 11 erons. The lands, rich by nalnre, mid well cuilivaied, 

had that year brought forr.li by hundfuls ; so ih;it the barns were amply stored with their 
products. 

" It was at the close of \u;;nst, or iarlv in the month of iieptrmber, that this fine dis- 
trict was laid waste by the I [Lilians voider tlie direetiau of Ur.iul. "Most, providentially, 
however, the invasion was aStciiib-d with the loss of listt. two lives.— one man being killed 
outright, and nnodier. named Mediums, pi a'isbed in the flames. The particulars of lliin 
liDsoie iriuv.'i.ion were these:— Finie.rtiiiiiiiisr some suspicions of Kraut, who was at Una, 

dilla, a scout of four men had been dispatched i tlmi vicinity for observation. Three 

of these men were killed at the Edmcston settlement. Tie' [burlli, John Helroer, suc- 
eeeded in miiliiiiL' his osoape, and returned to the Thus at half au hour before gull -down, 
just in time to announce that liraiit. with a larijc body of Indians, was advancing, and 
would, in a few hours, be upon (hem. All wits, of course, terror and alarm through the 
settlement ; and tin- inhabitants— men, women, and r.:hi Wren— were gathered into forts 
Dayton and Herkimer for security. In flying to those liel.-iiecs. they gathered up the 
most valuable of [heir stuff, and bv means of boats and curiu'-s upon the river, succeeded, 
in the course of ihe evening, in collecting a large porfion of their lw.-.l articles of furniture. 
But they had no lime to look ai'cr their docks and herds. 

" Early in tlie evening firanl. arrived :ii the edge of the settlement, but. as the night 
came on excessively durii and rainy, be halted with his forces in a ravine, near the house 
oi his t.orv friend Shoemaker, where the younger Butter and his party were captured the 

15 
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preceding Year. Here the chieftain icy with ills we.rriors uti- : ! the storm broke away to- 
wards morniiie;— imconscions tlmr. his ;<uproaeh hml iiscn [iolitied to the people by the 
scout in season to enable Ihein In escape the blow nf bis uplifted arm. Before the dawn 
lie was on foot, and l::s wn triors were- s wee pin if ihr'norh 1 1n: scitleincn! ; so flint, the torch 

jiiUfht. lie almost simiiltancnaslv applied 'r.i ever;,- building il r. t.aiiifd. Just as the day 

wns brenhing in [lie east, the tins were imidbd, and the whole serum of the valley was 
speedily illuminated h\ the iiames of hemsrs [■.ml burns, and all thin-pi else combnstibie. 
The spectacle, hi the people in the foils, was one of melancholy grandeur. Every family 
saw the flames n:ir! smoke of its ow:i iloL-.iie.il asci-miing In I he shies, and every farmer tiie 
whole product of his labor for the season ilissolviao into ashes. 

■' Having no fire-arms hirfrer lhan tiieir riil-s. flic Indians aeoideil even a domons'.ra 
tion against, fae farts, ikii ivil I siii^.i'ine.- their chagrin linn 1 1 . ■ L : 1 1 ■: ■ i- scalps aor prisoners were 
to grace their triumph, idni as ijie ligiil. nf liny advanced, liieir warriors v.- ere si ■mi siiiL-lv, 
or in small grocps, scouring llie fields, end driving mvny all isic horses, sheep, mid black 
cattle that, eon id be Ion mi. Nothing upon which tliev coidd lav 1 heir [lands was left : and 
the settlement, which, l>ni the day before, for ten miles had smiled in plenty and in beauty, 
was now houseless and r! est it rite. Happily, However, nf human life there, was no greater 
sacrifice, lhan lias already hem menlamed. After liie .Indians had dcrsimiped will) tlicir 
booty, a force of :n:.ween :j\i:.l am; -l-.J-'i mililii'.-ine:) col'cclrd, ai[d wrtil in pursuit — foil my - 
ing as far os l'ldi aest oil's pluntmion .in the fmieiiia rive; 1 , where liie bodies of the three 
senilis were found and buried. Hnt no o'.m.r results nticnil. d Ibis expedition. 71 
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Southern view of part. of the. Village of Little Falls. 

The engraving shows a southern view of part of the village as 
seen from a point about 20 rods belnw llic aqueduct over the Mo- 
hawk. The village consist? of upwards in" :jO0 dwellings, 5 churches 
— viz., 1 Presbyterian, 1 Baptist, 1 Episcopal, 1 Methodist, and 1 Cath- 
olic — a bank, an academy, 2 newspaper priming office-, and various 
manufacturing cslablishincnts. The village is supplied with water 
brought from a spring in the granite mountain, 300 feet above the 
tops of the houses. The singular building with a spire, seen in tne 
engraving on the lei':, on elevated ground, is llie oldest church in liie 
village; formerly used by the Scotch Presbyterians, but now occupied 
by the Catholics. 

" This spot is remarkable for the passage of the Mohawk river 
through the menu tain barrier; for its wild and picturesque scenery; 
and for the difficulties which have been overcome in constructing l.l.o 
Erie canal through the pass, ft receives the name of the Little Falls, 
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in c o n trad isl.i tic lion to the Great Falls at Calioes. The falls extend 
upon the river about three fourths of a mile, descending in that dis- 
tance 42 feet, and consist of two long rapid-, separated by a stretch 
of deep water, occupying each about the fourth of a mile. The up- 
per rapids are most considerable. Above them a dam across tlie 
stream renders it placid, over which the waters, separated by a small 
island, form beautiful low cascade*, .falling into a deep pool beneath, 
whence the current rushes, murmuring and foaming, over ridges and 
amorphous masses of granite and gneiss rock, flowing with compar- 
ative gentleness beneath the overarching bridge and aqueduct, and 
thence hurryitig, vn1.li new impel uosity. over llie stony bed below. 

"This waterfall would be beautiful anywhere; but it acquires 
grandeur here from the high hills which confine it, and which the 
slightest observation leaches us have been cttt down by its ever en- 
during and irresistible force. The defile is two miles long, with a 
medial breadth of one hundred rods. On either bank, the hill, on 
which deciduous and evergreen trees are pleasingly intermingled, 
rises from 3(i0 to 400 feel, and the fall, over which may have once 
poured the waters of Lake Ontario, may have had a very little infe- 
rior altitude. A. mound, raised here to the height of 70 feet, would 
now cause the waters to overflow the Home summit., and send them 
again ;>y Weed creek aud the Oneida lake to Ontario. 

" The Erie canal descends this pass by ■" locks, 40 feet in the distance 
of one mile, and the time of the passage permits the traveller in boats 
to view, leisurely, the natural seencrv ana artificial improvements." 

The village of Fairfield, 8 miles N. of Little Falls, has about 50 
dwellings, 3 churches, the Fairfield Aeaoemy, one of the oldest in the 
state, and the Medical College of physicians and surgeons of the 
Western District. Newport village, about 10 miles N. of Herkimer, 
is a flourishing place, having upwards of (SO dwellings. 

About 2 miles eastward of Little Falls is the house of Gen. Herki- 
mer, where he died after the battle of Oriskany : he was buried a few 
rods from his house, in a family burying-ground, without a monument 
to tell where he lies. 

The battle of Oriskany was fought on the 6th of Aug., 1777 ; and 
Gen. Herkimer did not long survive his wound. The following ac- 
count of his last moments, and his character, is taken from Col. 
Stone's interesting account in his Life of Brant, vol. I. 

"He was conveyed la bis ov.n honse neci- l:i!' iWo'i;uvk rite)-, n lev." miles below the 
Little Falls ; where his low, windi hail been shall creti 3 or C inches below the knee, was 
ampuiuicd about ten days alier the bailie, by u yr.iun£ French smvoon in the army nf Gen. 
Arnold, 2nd contrary to the uddec of din ii-.? in r ai's <>w:i surdieul adviser, the late Dr. Pe- 
trie. But the operation was u ask :!:'■., :lv pefiormed, and it wan found impossible by bis 
attendants to standi the blood. Cal. Willet called tu see Slic jje uera.1 soiin after t.io opera- 
tion. Ho was siuhis up in his bed, -.villi a pip'; in his uiouUi, smokine/, aad 1st I king in ex- 
cellent spirits. He '(lied the ni-lir Ibllowiiy thai visit. His friend, Col. John RofF, was 
St'scutat the ampul ali and ainrmed I hat he bare llie i.onial ioa -.vita r.l] common ibjliiildo, 
e was likewise with liiin af. the limn of bis death. The bliiud c-autimiiujr to flow — there 
be hip; no physician in immediate a.lli-ed r.ie.i' — ae.d hi-in-j himself sa.eisia-o tii:it the time of 
his di-piiitnie was nie;li, lite velerau dure led l.ne lle.v liibic to be b roe u; I it. to him. He then 
opened it and read, hi the presence vi 1ho.se -.vlia sii.-rouadeii lib aed, iv.i.it all tlio composure 
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which if was. possible ibr any man lo exhibit, the 3f-lli psaiivi-— npplyb? it to his own situa- 
tion. He soon afterward oupueci ; and it may well be iptcs.iioncd whether the annals of 

man furnish a more striking «.v ■.)!■■ oi Omistiati h^mi.-in- - onim, do lily rate, and firm in 

the hour of death— -firm is piesortieil in ibis ii-iiinrkidiiif riisl.nit.iB. Of (hi' early hintory of 
(Jen. Herkimer, hat little is kmnui. ll litis been nla'atly slated that his family was one of 
the first of the Germans who planted themselves in tin; Mohawk valley. And the massive 
stone mansion-, vet sl.tiidliij: i;l. Gertinm FUtlls, bf?!n-:iks lis early opukiuce. He was an 
mied'tcatcd ma:i--v.-ith, if passible, less skill in lelleis. even tlitin Gen. i'uluaiii, which is 
Baying much. But lie- was, nevertheless, a man of slroue; and vi sort) at aiid'Tstanding— 
destitute (if some of lite assentiu! reetiisiti s oi" ireiicralship. ].,;1. of ilea mo.si cool nnd d Limitless 
COkiiatre. These traiis v. ere till soikiiijrh disek-.-d in lite b:ief and bloody r\p' dition lo 
Oriskany. !!nt he must have been well ace'iiiiulnl with thai mosl iitijiiircnil of nil brinks— 
The Bible. Nor could the most learned biblical scholar, lay or (le-rieai, have selected a 
portion of the- Sawed Scriptures, more exactly aiipinpriate to ill r- situation of tho dying sol- 
dier, than that to which he himself BpontaneoaBlj turned, I . Socrates died like a philoso- 
pher, and lioassetin like tin iiel.ir-i-.iiiie; seiiliiuenltillsl., (fen. Hcrki ; (iieil like a Chris- 
tian He eo. Congress passed a lv.-sokitiun reipicslitie; tie.' ajoveniur iiutl council of Now 
York to erect a monument, at the expense of the fruited StiitfH, !o the memory of this 
brave man, of tho value of live bun tired dollars. 

" Sixty years have since- foiled away, and the journal of ( .'undress is the only monument, 
and the resolutitm i's-.l:' the- only inscsipliou, which ;t~ ye!, tentiiy ilto eiutitudo of tho re- 

jl,l!'li:: l(: (;-i-:.M..-.i<Al. ,N li.llOl.A-. 1 [;.-.]■ KIMH It." 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

Jefferson county, taken from Oneida in lc'Oo, is situated at the 
E. end of Lake Ontario, and on the St. Lawrence river, comprising 
Chaumont bay, and .most of the islets called the " Thousand Isles," 
and is a territory having as m tiny natural advantages as any portion of 
the interior of the slate. It is centrally distant j\\V. from INew York 
305, and from Albany 1 00 miles. Length N. and S. 48 miles ; great- 
est breadth E. and W. 36. This county in its surface is either quite 
level or agreeably diversified, waving in gentle undulations. Gener- 
ally, the soil is of a sandy loam of a superior quality, with some gravel 
and clay, and yields abundant crops. The natural growth of timber is 
luxuriant. Originally it was covered with trees of an enormous height. 
The many and very rapid streams of this county furnish an abundance 
of hydraulic power. The cattle sent to market from this county ex- 
ceed 4,000 head per annum. lis horses are equal to any in the stale, 
and their sale is a source of much revenue. The raising of sheep is a 
growing business. The roads in the county are numerous and good ; 
among which may be noticed a turnpike from Brownville lo Cape Vin- 
cent, 21 miles, the .St. Lawrence and Ogdensburg turnpikes, and the 
great military road between Hackctts Harbor and FlaUsburg, on Lake 
Champkin. About one half of the exports descend to Montreal. It 
is divided into 19 towns, viz. : 



Adams, 


Clayton, 


Lorraine, 


.Hodman, 


Alexandria, 


Ellisburgh, 


Lyme, 


Ruths rid, 


Antwerp, 


Henderson, 


I > ideal is. 


Water! own, 


Brownville, 


1 [ounsiiold. 


J.'umedu, 


Wilna. 


Champion, 


Le Ray, 


Philadelphia, 
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The Tillage of YVatcvtown, the count}' seat, is situated on the S. side 
of Black vivcr, 176 miles from Albany, SI from Utica. It is connected 
with the village* of Wiiliamslown and Juhelville by bridges ; number- 
ing altogether about 700 houses, and 4,000 inhabitants. There are 7 
churches, 3 banks, a state arsenal, and the Black River Literary and 
Religious Institute. The water power at this place is very great, and 
is improved by mills and factories of various kinds. 

In March, 1800, this town was first ■settled by Henry Coffin, who 
originally came from New Hampshire, and built hies log cabin on the 
brow of the hill about 3 rods easterly from the front door of the 
American Hotel. Soon after, he was joined by Zcchariah Birtterfield, 
who built his cabin oir-lhe ground now occupied by Davenport's tav- 
ern. Both of these individuals brought with loom their families. 
The unevenness and apparent unproductiveness of the soil were more 
than counterbalanced, in the discerning minds of these pioneers, by the 
immense hydraulic power appropriable, from the numerous falls and 
rapids of Black river at ;. : us point, which in the space of about a mile 
amount to nearly 100 feet descent. In this, as well as the richness 
and fertility of the adjacent country, they wisely believed that they 
discovered the elements of future prosperity and greatness. 

Hart and Isaiah Massay, who came from Windsor, Vermont, joined 
them in the succeeding year. In 1802, the first tavern was opened by 
Isaiah Massay, and the first snw-miil erected on the present site of W. 
Pattridge's woollen factory. The high reputation of the Black river 
country now began to be sounded abroad, and the number of settlers 
rapidly augmented. Among the other earliest emigrants were Aaron 
Bacon, Jonathan Cowan, two brothers by the name of Thornton, 
.Tesse Doolittlc, M. Canfield, Aaron Keyes, I.). Huntington, William 
Smith, John Paddock, Cbauncey Calhoun, Philo Johnson, and John 
Hath way. 

Adams, 14 miles S. from Watertown, 149 from Albany, contains 
upwards of 100 dwellings, 2 churches, a seminary for young ladies. 
It has a number of mills and manufacturing establishments. Brown- 
ville, on the right bank of Black river, 3 miles from its mouth, 4 miles 
below Watertown, has upwards of 100 dwellings, 3 churches, and is a 
place of considerable manufacturing business. 

Sackelts Harbor was incorporated in 1821, on the SW. side of Black 
river bay, on Lake Ontario. The settlement of this town was com- 
menced in 1802, by Augustus Sackett, Esq., agent for the owners, 
who came from New York and settled at the harbor which derives 
its name from him. The first house built, here, erected by Judge 
Sackett, is now standing in Baird -street, and is occupied by Mrs, 
McGwin. The progress of the settlement was slow until 1812, After 
the declaration of war this spot became an important military and naval 
position. The harbor is the best on the lake for shipbuilding and as a 
naval depot. The above view was taken from the military hospital. The 
small building on the point of the harbor, on the right of the engraving, 
is the old blockhouse which stands near, or on the site of old Fort 
Tompkins. The large building on a rocky island a few yards from the 
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Northern view of Suckc.lts Harbor, N. Y. 



shore, is a ship-house, which covers the frame of the "New Orleans," 
a 110 gun ship commenced during the late war. The steeple on the 
left is that of the Presbyterian church. There is also an Episcopal and 
a Methodist church in the place, and about 1,800 inhabitants. This is 
an important, military station, 185 miles from Alb Liny, and 35 from 
Kingston, U. Canada. The United States have erected at this place 3 
extensive stone barracks, an hospital, &c. A considerable trade is car- 
ried on here by the lake and St. Lawrence river, and by the Oswego, 
Erie, and Welland canals. After the late war, business very much 
decreased, but it has since grown with the general improvement of the 
country. 

The troops destined for the attack upon York, (U. C.,) embarked 
from this place. The following account of the expedition is from 
Thompson's History of the late war: 

On the 23d ami a:td tit' .-Vin-i;, ISVJ, Airnittub'y 1.o previous arramrcinent with Commo- 
dore Cii.iimeey. nliii linii tho cinmanrnl or' the 4eet .ml Lake Onlario. General l)caibor:i 
and bis suite, will) i; foice- nf seventeen he nil red •:;r--:\, cndjniked mi this expedition, but the 
prevalenee of a violent storm prevented the, sailing of \hv sqna.hfj'.i lintii the 25th. On 
that day it moved into Lake Ontario, am! bavins a favorable wind, arrived safely at 7 
o'clock, on tho niornliirr ol" 1 h.f tilth, about nun mile to the westward nf (lie l'liiue of Fort 
Toronto, ami two and a hall' from 1.1:. i town of York. The execution of that psirt of th« 
plan wdnch applied immoilinlery \<> ;he attack n p t n i York, was ocah.lo.l (o Col. Pike, of 
tho 15th regiment, who had then been promoted io tho rank of hri:;.idier-<reneral. ami the 
jinsitioii which had been fixed upon for laiidiui; 11a* troops, was :lis site of the old foil. 
The approach of the fleet Ixyiiii; discovered from (lie enemy'- niirrisoi), General Sherde, 
tin; British cnnuiamdaul, hnsii'y collected ]jis wlmie forre. e.a;isisih)5 ui' upwards of seven 
hundred and lifly rrirmars and militia, and one hundred Indian.-;, ami disposed thorn in the 
best maimer to resist the latitiiin; of (he American force. A body of i.Hlisli g re; tad it: is 
were paraded on the shore, and tho Glrnirary feiieililes. a corps wliieli bad or-cn disciplined 
with uncommon pains since the earn mience men t of lite war. were, stationed at another 
point. Bodies nf Indiana were, observed ill frrisiijis in diilbrcnf direel-nus, in and about tho 
woods below [ins site of the fort, and number* of horsemen ware stationed in the cleat 
ground surrounding it. These were seen moving in'o the town, where strong field works 
had been thrown up to oppose the assailants. The Indians were taking post at stations, 
which were pointed tint to them by She Drilish ollicers with jjreat skill, from which they 
could annoy the Amnicans al [lie point where lbe water and tin:- weather would compel 
them to land. Tims posted, lliey were to act as liroiil'iirs. The regulars were discov- 
ered to be lnovirifr mil of ibeii works in open columns o: ph.loons. and [narcliinir alou;; the 
bunk in that older into the woods. 
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" At 8 o'clock the debarkation commenced ; at ten ir was complcterl. Major Fnrsvthc 
and his riflemen hi several large liatieaux, were in 'be advance. They ptdlod vigorously 
for i !io designated ground nl ilie file, but were farced by a strong easterly wind a consid- 
erable distance above. Tee enemy being within a ii w feet of die water, and completely 
masked by rim thickness of a copse, (.■ivmmcrxcii a galling lire of mnskolry and rifle. To 
have fallen further from tin; clear ground :it which he was lirsi ordered to land, would have 
subjected, not only Ms own rot pa, lint lire whole body ot' tin- troops, to go: at disarivari races ; 
and by Inndm? a: a greater dis^moc from ilia town, tin: object of the expedition might bu 
frustrated. Major Forsydrc ihercioro determined upini making thill part i<l' die shore on 
which the eiit'iiiy'e [ r : :n ::ii;1 sucngdi «)s stationed, and desired his men 10 test a moment 
on their oar.-, umiL his riflemen should romm .ho shot. (General Tike was at this moment 
hastening trie debarkaiion of tile infantry, when, as he was standing on Ibe ship'? dealt, ho 
observed 'he pause of the bonis in advnr.ee, and springing into Mini which had been reserved 
for himself and bis sie.ff, he called io them 'o jump inlo die boat with him, ordereii Major 

King of the lbih fiho sn who had disimg-.jsheo hii::-i It in carrying the enemy's lingeries 

opposite Black liock.) Io follow him iusianily widi three companies of that regiment, and 
pushed for the Canadian shore. Before he reaelu d ir, F,nscdrc haj lauded and was already 
engaged with the principal part of ihe rSridsh nuc Indian fine, maicr the inimediate com. 
maud ot' General triicalfi!. He eon'ended wiih iheiu nearly half an hour. The infantry 
under Major King, die light arlillcrv under Major klustis. the volunteer corps commanded 
by Colonel M'Clure, and about lliirly men, who had been si-lec'ed from the lolb at Flatts- 
burg, irained to trie rifle, run] designed to ae: as n small ernps of obsctva'iou, under Lieu- 
ten a n; Kiddle, llien larded in l r-_i ■" . i succession, and formed in pi n loons. General Tike took 
command of the first, mi. I ordr i ng the whole body to prepare for a charge, led them on to 
the summit of the bank, from which he Jiritish grr.craoicr.s were pour-nig down a volley of 
musketry and ritle she I, The advance of I he America :i i:d'au : ry was no I to be withstood, 
and the grenadii rs yielded i J l ■■ ir pasiiion raid re i lied in di-ord. r. Trie signal of victory was 
at the same instiim heard from Forsytlir/s an ides, and die seurai had no sooner peucirii'cd 
the ear; of the Indians, ibrm rhey gave n customary yi 1! and fed in every direction. The 
(.1 lengary corps liieii skirmished with Forsi- lire's, wnilsr a fresh body of Grenadiers, sup- 
posed to have been I no elk or King's regimen I, made a form id abb.: charge upon the Amer- 
ican column, and pniibidy compelled it to retire. But lite officers instantly rallied the 
troops, who returner: Io ihe ground, nt'd lmpcr.;o'.t='.y charged upon, and routed die grcna. 
tliors. A reinforcement of ihe leiuaiiiiler of the lfidt then arrived, with Cap'ahi Hlcoi's 
piitloor! and the sumdarrls of the regimen', and lire Americans remained unorsputed mas. 
ters of tlic ground. A fresh front, however, was presenile by ihe Urilish at a distance, 
which gave way and rented to the garrison, as soon as Ihe American Hoops wore again 
formed bv Major Kimr, far ihe charge. The whole body of ihe. Iruops being now landed, 
orders were given bv General Pike io form in platoons, ami Io march in that order to the 
enemy's works. The firs: line was composed of Forsylkc's riflemen, wild front and flank 
guards ; the regiir.i uv . f inc I: si f r'::ude, war!: their pi' ces ; and i Ii; ■■ e platoons of reserve, 
under the orders of Major Siwun ; Major J:lu-bs and lbs train of arliliery were lorn red in 
the rear of this reserve, in act where. circumsraiioes might reetnre. The second due was 
composed of the 91st regiment, in six platoons, i'mikcti by Col. ll'Ohirc's volunteers, di. 
vided equally as light troops, ami all under command of Colonel lilplcy. Thus formed, an 
injunction was given to each officer, io suffer no man to load ; wiien within a short distance 
of liic enemy, an cttllre reliance m'.i": be place ii near da- I. ryotiet ; and the column moved 
on, wdth as much vclociiy as lire sirenms and ravines which imc'see'cd die road along the 
lake woidd permit. One iiclcl-pieoe, and a howitzer, were willr i.iiff'rcul'y passed over one 
of these, the bridges of which Inn: been destroyed, and placed ai ihe head of the column, 
in charge of .l.ieiuenant Fan: dm:, of die Sii artillery. As Ihe column emerged front the 
woods, and came immediately in Iron: of liio enemy's firs: aaliery. two or three 2i pound, 
ers were opened upon ir, hat wilhotu any kino of elliicr. The eolnnm moved on, and the 
enemy retreated io his second buttery. The guns of ihe lirsl. v. en: inniu-iiirii.ely taken, and 
Lieutenant Ridd.e, having at tkls moiuent. come up wdiii Iris cni[is 'o deliver the prisoners 
wdiieh ho had made in ike woods, wars ordered r:o proceed, to take possession of the second 
battery, about one hundred yards ahead, lire guns of winch, Lienienanl Fraser, aid-do -camp 
to the general, rep. tried io have been spiked iiy die enemy, wdioni he discovered retrcadng 
to the. garrison. General Tike liien led the column, rra to the second battery, where he 
hailed to receive tire captured ammunition, and to learn the s'rength of the garrison. But 
as every appearance indicated the ovaccnia'i of liie hriirucks, he suspected the. enemy ol 
an intention to draw him wdihin rrimie of the shot, and if.cn suddenly io show himself in 
great force. Lioulenant Riddle was sent forward villi Ids corps ef observation, to discover 
if' there, were any, and what number of troops, w ithin die garrison. The barrack; wire 
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three hundred yards distant from (he second battery, and whilst this eorp? was engaged in 
rccomioilcring, f'cnerai Pike, after removing a won tilled prisoner froin a dangerous silua. 

ation, had settled himself upon a stump, and oonnuonecd mi ovuni ioo el' a British ser. 

geant, who had been taken lit the woods, littiolo Iim viiiLT discovered that the enemy had 
abandoned the garrison, was uhont to return with tins information, wlien the ni8;,'a'/!!ic, 
which was situated i!.u-iile the ba track yun.i, blow up. with a treuieridmis and aw Mil e\pki-. 
sum, oassed over Riildle nod his party, without in/oriog one of his men, ;nA killed and 
w ei in tied General i'lke, ronl two hundred and sixty of the eoluinn. The severity of Gen. 
era! Pike's wetiiids disabled hini iVoni farther service, and the eeinmand of the troops do. 
volved upon Coioue! I'earcc of the llith rcgi nn.nl, who scut a demand to the town of York 
tor an immediate, surrender. The plan of lire contemplated operations was known only to 
General Pike, and, as General llca;dioin lie! not yel. landod, the I'ainre movements of i.he 
troops would depenn upon the will of their new oommntidor. He ordered them immedi- 
ately to form the coienn, and to march forward and oeoapy ihu barracks, which Major 
t'orsythe, who had aeon scouring the adjoining wood, had already entered. Meanwhile 
'.ho British regulars were ictrcyliiig a cross ine Don, and destroying toe bridges in dioir rear. 
After the explosion, which killed aboal fifty of die enemy who had no: retired in rime from 
the garrison, Lleutcmmi. Riddle with bis party, thou rciusbrcou by thirty regulars under 
Lieutenant Ilorrel of the l.iiilt, pursued the enemy's route, and annoyed his retreating guard 
from the. wood. This was too only piirsail winch was made. TIad a more vigorous push 
followed the aboiidotiiuont of the enemy's garrison, iiis whole regular force must have been. 
captured, and the accession of military stores would have been extensively great. The 
majority of the officers were well aware of this, and as i' was known dial, the stores were 
deposited at York, ihcv urgctt the necessity of the immediate approach of i lie whole column, 
!o prevent their removal. Colonel I'earce ihen marched mwarus the town, wdiich was dis. 
tant three-quarters of a mile. Aboui hull' way holivecu 1'ork and the garrison, the column 
was intercepted by several ofiiei rs of the Canadian iinlitii., who had eome out with tonus of 
capitulation. Whilst these were disci isshig, I he enemy was engaged in destroying the mil, 
ilary storehouse, and a large vessel of war then on liie s;. „.■.;., wlue:i j i three days might 
have been launched, and added to die American stiitadron on Ouiario. Forsythe, who was 
on the left, in advance, being aware of lib-. oespntcited lab titcnan: Riddle to inform Col. 
onel Pearcc. Colonel Ripley was at iho same time urging a rapid march, and the troops 
again proceeded. Colonel Retiree enjoined the observance of Ctncral Tike's orders, that 
the property of the inhauilants of York should be held sacred, and that any soldier who 
should so far neglect tiie honor of his profession, as to he guilty or phmdrrhig, shottle, on 
conviction, he pnr.isln.il wlili death. At -1 o'clock in the afternoon, the Americans were in 
possession of the. town, and terms of capi- hamm were egfeesd upon, hy which, notwith- 
standing the severe loss which the army and the nation bad sustained by the death of the 
E-TiM. the n it wi: rran tabic manner in which lea' less was occasioned ; and the subdety 
with which the militia colonels offered to capitulate m u distance from the town, so that llie 
column might be detained until nenerul Siv aft'c should escape, and hie ilesi.nielion of the 
public properly be completed, el hough ore of its miielos stipulated far it- delivery into the 
hands of the Americans ; ihe inl'iii'i and tab alii in.. Is wi to free from all hardship, and not 
only their persons ami property, hu; their legislative lia.J mill oiher ptdilic huiidings were 
protected. The terms of the capitulation were, ' that the troops, ri-ga.nr and mililin, and 

the naval officers and seamen, si hi he surrendered prisoners of war. That all -public 

store j, natal tt .',■<■' a- ,b'oo .■.■■.'(.■■■■■■■' .'.'/.' .-.'.re' ,■'.-■.■■ ■■.■'■,■ .riven up to ihe commanding officers of 
the army and navy of the United State-', ami ihai all :oii ate property should be guaranteed 
to the citizens of lac town of York, Thai nil papers belonging to hie civil officers should 
he retained by tnem. and that sttcb surgeons as nhgli: be proumeil to attend the wounded 
of the British regulars anil Canailtan rntlida, should ;i ■ i \y eousulorCLi prisoners of war.' 
Under this capitulation, one lieutenant-colonel, out: major, thirteen ca.-'tuins, nine lieuton. 
anls, eleven ensigns, 'aaj deputy ariiutuiii-goiicoil, arid tottr naval ot'licers, tutu two hundred 
and fifty-one non.comttiisstoncd t.i'ti; ers arid pnva'es, were surrendered. The American 
infantry were then ordered to return to, and quarter in the barracks, while the riflemen 
were stationed in the town. 

"When General Pike's wound wrist discovered to be mortal, he was 
removed from the field, and carried to tint shipping with iiis wounded 
aids. As they conveyed him to lite waters edge, a sudden exclama- 
tion was heard from the troops, wliit.tli inl.iinried him of the American 
having supplanted the British standard iti the garrison. He expressed 
his satisfaction by a feeble sigh, and alter being (ranslevred from the 
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DEATH. OF GEN. PIKE, 
At York, (U. C.) on the 2ltb of April, 1813. 
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Pert schooner to the commodore's ship, lie made a sign for the British 
flag, which had then been brought to him, to be placed under his 
head, and expired without a groan. Thus perished in the arms of 
victory, by the un generous stratagem of a vanquished foe, a soldier 
of tried valor and invincible courage, — a general of illustrious virtues 
and distinguished talents. 

"When the I'ritish general saw the American column advancing 
from the wood*, he hastily drew up the articles of capitulation, and 
directed them to be delivered to a colonel of the York militia. This 
colonel was instructed to negotiate the terms, after the regulars 
should have retreated. General iSheall'e, therefore, considered the 
garrison to bo as much surrendered, as if the articles had been act- 
ually agreed upon and signed. Vet he treacherously ordered a train 
to be laid, which was so calculated, that the explosion of the maga- 
zine should be caused at the time when the Americans would arrive 
at the barracks. Had not General Pike baited the troops at the en- 
emy's second battery, the British plan would have attained its con- 
summation, and the destruction of the whole column would have been 
the natural consequence. The train had been skilfully laid, and the 
combustibles arranged in a manner to produce the most dreadful 
effect. Five hundred barrels of powder, several cart loads of stone, 
and an immense quantity of iron, shells, and shot, were contained in 
the magazine. The calamity which followed the explosion, caused 
no discomfiture among the troops. A number of their officers of 
high rank, and of equal worth, were either killed or wounded, and 
they became actuated by a desire to revenge their fall. ' Push on, 
my bravefelUyi.es, and avenge your general? were the last words of 
their expiring commander. They instantly gave three cheers, formed 
the column, and marched on rapidly. Had they been led directly to 
York, the issue of the expedition would have been fruitful with ad- 
vantages. As it was, however, the enemy's means were crippled, his 
resources cut off, and the military stores of the captors extensively 
multiplied. Most of the guns, munitions of war, and provisions, ne- 
cessary to carry on the campaign by the enemy, had been deposited 
at York, and notwithstanding the firing of the principal storehouse, 
an immense quantity fell into the bands of the Americans. The 
baggage and private papers of General yhcafle were left at York, in 
the precipitation of his flight, and proved to be a valuable acquisition 
to the American commander. These and the public stores were the 
only articles of capture. The conduct of the troops needed no re- 
straint. Though their indignation was highly excited, by the circum- 
stance of a scalp having been found, suspended near the speaker's 
chair, in the legislative chamber, neither the ornaments of the cham- 
ber, the building itself, nor the public library, was molested. A large 
quantity of flour, deposited in the public stores, was distributed among 
the inhabitants, on condition that. it. should ho used for their own con- 
sumption ; and those whose circumstances were impoverished, were 
supplied with many other articles of the captured provisions. The 
balance was taken on board the fleet, with the naval stores, or de- 
stroyed upon the shore. j g 
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" Immediately al'et the. fa'! of General Pike, the comuiauder.iti-ehiof landed with his 
staff, but he did not reach ibe troops until :;icy had entered York. He there made arrange. 
meuls n> expedite their depanare Kir the other objects ef the c.ipeoiiion, and they were 
soon lifter re-embarked. 

" The co- opera don of tlie se/oadron was of 'hi: grcaicsa iinporinncc in the at lack upon ihc 
enemy's garrison. .4s soon sis 'lie debarkaiiaii was complc'ec, Commodore Cktumecy til. 
rocreti the schooners to take a position near the forts, in order that ibe attack of the army 
mid navy migh', if possible, be ^ittnilieueoits. The larger vessels could not be brought up, 
and in censcqueueo of the wind, the schaoiiei-s were obkgoo to heat '.'.p to tneir intended 
position. This they did, under a very heavy fu-o fro 1 1 j the entry's batteries, and havia.it 
taken their station wiihiu si.y hiiiuhed yards of the principal fori, opened a. aaiiing fire, and 
contributed very much 10 lis destruction. The loss on board f.osqiian.-on, was three Imtci] 
and eleven wounded. Among Ino killed were malshipinon Thoicpsou and Hatfield, the. 
latter of whom, in his dying moments, had ;;o other can: than to knew if he hail performed 
his duly to his country. 

" In the action the hiss of the American iLr;ny was vilTti.c; ; hut in consequence of the 
explosion, it was rnueii greater than the onemv'.s loss in killed nn:l wounded. Fourteen 
were killed and tiiirty.two wounded in bctt'o, rmd tniny.cighl were kilkil and two hundred 
and twenty-two wonu.lt. d by the explosto;], so that the to-.til American loss amounted to 
331) men. Among lhe.se wiio fell hy liie explosion, besluos General I'iltc, were seven cap. 
tains, seven subalterns, one oiihiiceamp, one acting aki, and one vo.ttnteer aid. The en. 
emy's loss in killed and woauJcc mno tared to tw,;. hundred, si r : el in prisoners to five hun. 
dved and fifty. His wounded were left in the houses on the road Leading to and in the 
neighborhood of York, ami were attended to by the American army and navy surgeons. 
The prisoners were all paroled, at:.d 'ho troops vtii.b drawn irom York kmuedialely after its 
capture." 

The following is an account of the attack on Sackett's Harbor 
by the British, May, 1813: 

" Whilst the troups wore preparing to embark »- York, to" the rxpedi'.ion agoinst Fori 
George, die Rri'isb a: Kinf-ston, inv::i,r grilled mieiligentte o( heir ubseoao frani Saekelt's 
Harbor, of the batTeries m. i.IhlI place having heen principally ciisina tilled, trio of tile small, 
ncss of the force which hiul been. left. i'..e r- |:i ■?■ = c:i ai, iu-o y collected ail their disposables, 
and embarked 0:1 board their l!ee', under ibe comma id of car George I'revost. The (feet 
was commanded by Si; James Yeo, On the itighl of eie :ll~ib day of May, five hours after 
the capture of Fort George-, ilie Perish t!i;peitred oil' 'die entrance to the harbor. The 
American force consis-ed of two hundred invalids, arid two hundred and fifty r.irngooi:;, 
rhen newly arrived from a hit and hi tig to ig march. Two sine II crssols, tmder Lieutenant 
Ghaunc.ey, were stationed at its rnottht, and gave instant tigitrls of alarm, at the approach 
nl' the llril.ish sqttadron. Hxprcsso.s wore initntditociy f.awaidod to Gotterril Brown, them 
til ids seal, eight: miles from t!m herbor, and he immedinti ly repaired thither, to take the 
command. 

" The tour of ib.iiy of the militia of hi- brigade, had evpirrd many weeks before, but he 
had necn requested by Jener.l Dearborn to take the eorouiand of the harbor, at any time 
when the enemy shott'ai approach it, and to provide tor its defence. immediately on iiis; 
arrival, dispositions were made to ihat effect. The movements of titc enemy indicated his 
intention to land 011 liie peninsula, caked liaise Island. General Brown, therefore, deter, 
mined on resisting him at liie water's edge, with the Alijiiny volunteers, lmder Goloncl 
Mills, and such militia as c.i.nikl be iusttmiiy collected. Aiarm "mis were therefore fired, 
atitl expresses setii. out for that purpose. Licuiomiiii-coloiicl Eackus, of the first, regiment 
of Unhid States dragoons, who commandcii ar Saekcit's Jlarhur in the absence ot the 
oflieers who hurt proceeded to Fort George, was to ibrm a seeaud line wath tiie regulars. 
The regular artillerists were slaiioued in Fort Tompkins, and the defence of Navy Point 
wis committed to Lieutenant Cbauneey. 

"On the 2rWi, 1I10 Wolie, lite Royal George, the Pr'nee Regent, the Karl of TlToirtt, and 
one brig, two schooners, and two gtu-bna'.-i, wi'h thii'y-iaiie llm-hoilonied boats and 
bttrges, com ait-.i eg in all twelve hundred troops, appt area 11 'lie ■ : f ; j i : lt, al five miles dis. 
tance. They were .standing their cour-c for the barb..:', wiaoi, having discovered a fleet of 
American barges, coming rottod Stony Poii:t wiih troaps freitti Oswego, the whole of their 
boats were immediately despatched to c.l. tiieni on". They sutatectlcd ;:i taking tweivu of 
them, after they bad been 11:11 on shore ami abandoned ov their crews, who arrived til Ihc 
harbor in the night. The reoiaiiaior, seven in number, escaped tram their pursuers, ami 
got Eafely in. Tin- T> risii ociuittt.micrv, btrog tliei) unJei tat jinjirt --iiott that other hurgca 
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would he "ailing I'rorr Oswego, slood n 
waylay them. In tins they were distipj 

this I ) 1 1 o )■ i-j p i i o Li of tltem intended up* radons, die milina. Irani il;e neighboring counties col- 
looted at the hadon. ami !■■ tf.'Vc : ■::■ :.l ca-cj-,.-s to cm.'a.re in die centos'. Willi 1 Lin in. 
vadirug eoemy. They wore order! d to be stale-.eioi.i on the ivarri side, near the island on 
which Colonel "Mi;.- was pnsiod widi his ■.nhmiecrs. The srreugd; rjr ilint point was near, 
ly live hundred Men. Jiul the whole force, including die regulars, eticc ires and invalids, 
did not esceed one thousand. The plan of defenuo had Ijcoti coil.. 'aval with groat skill, 
and if the conduct of the militia had proved to ho consistent with their promises, it would 
have hum eveeuteii with i ■ r/ 1 i 1 1 ability. Disposed of as die forces m:-:, in lho fva: of 
General Lituwvi's being driven from i,i.- po*il.i-ni at Horse Isamu, Colonel liaokus was to ad. 
Vance with Ins reserve oi' rcg-lars, anil meet the head or" die ooemy's column, whilst (ho 
general would rally ins mips, and fall ;:po:i die liiihsh Hanks. If resistance to the al. 

tack of the enemy should ij-.U- fail, LieiJenani Cine cy was 1o uosiioy die stores at Navy 

Point, and to retire widi his two schooners, and die pti«: scluenie!-. die .Duke of Gloucester, 
which had been a few weeks before capiureu from the enemy, to die south shore of the 
bay, and east of Fort Volunteer, In this fort the. rotr.i'an t-.ml militia were to shut them, 
selves tip, and make a vigorous slara.i, as dc-.r only ;■! mahiim; resort. Every thing being 
thus ordered, General Brown el reeled Ins defensive army lo lay upon their a;mi, whilst lie 
continued personally to re conned tie die chores of liie htuho;-, durieg the whole night of the 
28th. At the only favorable point of landing, he had caused a lueusi-work to be thrown 
up, and a battery mi httclwlU: to be erected. Behind this nie-.t of die inihda were stationed, 
" At die dawn of liie H'.l h, liie, enemy was discovered wilh his vesfds drawn up in line, 
between Horse Islam.! and Siony I'liinl ; and in a few mmuos, all ins bonis mid hm-gen 
approached the shore, under cover of Ins e..u.|:. ; :.irs, dm-e being the heaviest of his vessels 
will eh, in cons cone nee of liie lightness of die winds, cetthl be brought up. The troops 
with which the boats wore liileti, were commanded by Sir George Prevost, in person. 
Commodore Yeo directed die movements of the lunges. Geurral Iirov.ni insram'y issued 
his orders, that the troops should lay close, and reserve their lire until the enemy should 
have approached so nam-, dial every shot might take elfect. This order was executed, and 
the fire was so destructive, lien liie f rteuty'-. advance boats were obliged to make a tempo. 
rary pause, and numbers o! turn officers and men were seer, in t'r.ll. Euaouraged by dm 
desired oiihet. of the tlrst lire, I ho militia loaded their pieces v--ii.1i die utmost quickness, and 
die artillery was ordered to he opened a; the moment of their second. But, hefore the 
second round iiad boon eouii.uen.uy disci mvgril, the whole uody of the militia, none of wdioni 

had ever seen an enemy until now, am; who were entirely mcti-iouied to subordination, 

though limy were well protccicd by die breastwork, rose ii-oei indiir.d it, and abandoning 
those honorable promises of noble daring which they laid made but ?. little, while hefore, 
they fled with etputl nrccipitalioiL and cis.ordcr, A strange and unaccountable panic sor/.ou 
the whole line ; and with die exception o! a very few, terror and dismay were depicted in 
every comitc-nai-.ec. Colonel Mills, vaudy endeavoring to rally his men, was killed as lie 
was reminding thorn of lite solemn pledge which dtcy had given : hut the. full of this brave 
officer served rather to increase their confusion, than to aetuate them to revenge it, 

"General Brown seeing that his plan was already frustrated, and 
fearing his inability to execute any oilier without the vigorous co-op- 
eration of the militia, hastened to intercept their retreat.; and, finding 
one company, of about one hundred men, who had been rallied by 
the active and zealous conduct of ('apt. M'iYitt, of thai corps, he 
brought them up, and ordered them to form in line with the regulars 
and volunteers, who hod. continued to keep their ground. 

" In the interval which had thus elapsed, the enemy had effected 
his debarkation, with little opposition ; and drawing up his whole 
force on Horse Island, he commenced his march tor the village; on 
the road to which, he was met by a small party of infantry, under 
Major Aspinwall, and a few dismounted dragoons under Major Laval, 
who opposed him with much gallantry. Two of the gun-boats 
ranged up the shore, and covered the field with grape. This handful 
of troops then gradually retired in good order, from an immense su- 
periority of numbers, and occupied the intervals between the barracks. 
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" Lieutenant-colonel Backus, with his reserve of regulars, first en 
gaged the enemy, when the militia company of Captain M'Nitt was 
ibrmed on his flank ; and in the vigorous fight which then followed, 
this company behaved with as much Italian try as the bravest of the 
regulars. The whole force was compelled to fall back, however, by 
the superior strength of the enemy's column, and resorting to the 
barracks for what shelter they could alf'ord, they pasted themselves 
in the unprotected log houses, and kept up an incessant and effective 
fire. Prom these, the most violent assaults, and the repeated and 
varying efforts of the British, were incompetent to dislodge them. 
Colonel Gray, the quartermaster-general of the enemy's forces, ad- 
vanced to the weakest part of the barracks, at the head of a column 
of regulars, and alter exchanging shots with an inferior party of mili- 
tia and regulars, led his men on to the assault. A small boy, who 
was a drummer in -Major A.spimvah's corps, seized a musket, and lev- 
elling it at the colonel, immediately brought him to the ground. At 
that moment Lieutenant Fanning, of the artillery, who had been so 
severely wounded by the explosion at Little York, and was yet con- 
sidered to be unable to do any kind of duty, leaned upon his piece 
whilst it was drawn up, and having given it the proper elevation, dis- 
charged three rounds of grape into the faces of the enemy, who im- 
mediately fell back in disorder. At this instant, Lieutenant-colonel 
Backus fell, severely wounded. 

"Whilst the battle was raging with its greatest violence, informa- 
tion was brought to Lieutenant Chauncey, of the intention of the 
American forces to surrender. He therefore, in conformity to his 
previous orders, relating to such an event, fired the navy barracks, 
and destroyed all the property and public stores, which had pre- 
viously belonged to the harbor, as well as the provisions and equip- 
ments which had been brought from York. The destruction of these 
buildings, and the conflagration which was thence produced, was 
thought to have been caused by the troops of the enemy, and although 
the undisciplined militia and volunteers, and the invalid regulars, were 
suspicious of being placed between the fire of two divisions of the 
enemy, they continued to fight on, regardless of their inferiority, or 
the consequences of their capture. 

" Geaerai Brawn wns all ihis lime relive. y »\;pf ihitendmrr the op; radons of his 'idle 
army. He now deicrniiiicd on lrakin:; a diversion in it;- favor, whin;, if it should be suc- 
cessful, would lie the (inly moms of savim; (..:. plane, or of reheviia' :i:s exhausted troops. 
Having learned mat ihe r:iiliii:t, whn had (led t're m dn-ir sliilions in die etiriy part of the en- 
gagement, had not vis endrely dispersed, and that they were sdli withiti n short distance, 
of the scene of actio:), he Glistened 10 e.Oiot" liieni to iiui'uie tiic comine; of their brave 
brethren in arms, lie reproached Idem widt shameful thmuiiy, ami ordered ihein instantly 
to jiirtu (iiii: to !:;w him, and ditca-.i :!■. d will; kbtar.t tleadi die lirst :.. ia v.j-.i should refuse. 

His order was obeyed with alacrity. I!e then attempted a s'rntaL' , by which to deceive 

the enemy, with rc-nnl to da' farces a,~ainsl whieh he was eeiileiidhia. Silent!!- passing 
through 11 disPiut h ood, which led towsros the phiee ill ivhieh I'ao em my had landed, Gen. 
oral Urown persuaded liie Uriiisn iteuerul of his ioleiuioit to L'tnn the rear of his force;, to 
lake possession of the hours, arid cdecl.midy to eui all" dicir retreat. 

" This was done with such ellcei, ul the mi.uiit.-ii! when the lire of Lie ire mini I'annintrs 
piece had caused the dcs.trucdi.iu in tiie British line, dm' General Sir Georite Provost was 
well conyitiecd of the ras: superiorly oi' liie AMineim loroe to his own. He gave up all 
thoughts of the raplure of the place, and hurrying to his boats, put off immediately to the 
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British =qiiar]ron. He was not pursued, bcenuse, if die real number of the American 
troops hud been exposed 'u his view, he would have retarded to Elm contest, might easily 
havo outflanked, and in all human pruliahility, would still liyvo eiipi.ured the army mid die 

" But the preci pi calkin of his flhrhi was such, ilia:, lie kii net only the. wounded bodies of 
his ordinary men upon the iiclc,, but those; of die ec.ne ami wou-.ded of die most disiin. 
guished of his officers. Among these were Quarteimasler-getierul (JJrny, Majors. Mondie 
and Evans, and three captains. The return of Ins loss, us accuralcly us i- has been usccr. 
tained, amounted to t.lireo held ofiiccrs, one, captain, and twenty Jive rank and file, found 
dead on ihc field ; two captains and ;wcnty rank arid (he. found wounded ; and two cap. 
tains, one ensign, and thirty-two rank and file made prisoners. In addirion to which, many 
were killed in dio bonis, n;:d numbers had hceu carried away previously to the retreat. 
The loss of the Aineijeiios was greairr in proportion, ils ihe nuinlier of iheir men engaged 
were less. One ciuouei of volmr.ei is, !wen!> regulars, prna'es, and cue voliinteei piivuie, 
were hilled ; one lieutenant-colonel, three lieutenants, and ono ensign of the regulars, arid 

seventy, nine rion.coinmWsi o ufiieers and privates, were woimdud ; and twenty -six nun. 

commissioned officers and privates were missing. Their aggro gale loss was one hundred 
and leu regulars, twenty. one volunteers, and iwcnv.-iin- miliiia; making ti total of one 
hundred and iifiy.six. It was severe, because of the worth, more d:an of the number of 
those who fell. The injury in public stores, sustained a! Saekett's Harbor, though not by 
any act of tire invading enemy, was extensive; but the gallantry of several individuals 
prevented its being more so. Lieutenant Chauneey v.ns no sooner apprized of the error of 
the report which bid been brought to him, limn be made every o.vertinn to save as much of 
the public properly us it was possible to rescue from Ihe increasing eon flag rat. inn, ana ro 
thai effect, he ran the Fair American and the Pert up die river. The » frigate, :he Gen 
eral Pike, which was tin n on the stocks, wt:s saved ; a::d .l.iov'cnau: 'fabliau, of the army, 

at the imminent risk of his life., 1 -ued tiie prize scl-.ooiii r ilio IDakc or G'ouee.stcr. which 

was then on fire, wilii a considerable ouar.iiiy of powder in her held, extinguished the fire, 
and breueht ber iio:n under the flumes of the storehouses, 

" INotwithatandk^' :1:1s si, oral rc;r.;l»o, the Jehisk eommamlhig officer* attempted lo play 
off the stratagem which Sir . I nines Yeo afterward adopted, at die Tory Mile Creek. They 
sent in a flag wi(h u peremptory demand for die formal surrender of the post, which was as 
p> ie]uo:o:iiy refused." 

The British colonel, Gray, fell near the present residence of Mr. 
John Hall, in Hill-street, and the: stump js.q-aiiist which he reposed his 
head, is still to he seen by the sidewalk. He was a noble-looking 
man, about sis feet in height, and about forty years of age. Beside 
him was a Glovi.'iiiriim ollicer. mortally wounded. A private named 
David Johnson, from Berkshire county, Mass., lay near, wounded in 
a most horrible manner. This young man was a widow's only son. 
At the time of his enlistment at Greenbush, his mother requested the 
sergeant to take good care of him. His face was carried away by a 
side shot from below his forehead, downward, including his eyes, 
nose, upper jaw, tongue, and some of the teeth of the lower jaw. He 
notwithstanding had his reason. Being requested by the bystanders, 
if he wanted water to lift up his right hand, he did so. A soldier 
who was shot by a musket ball through the abdomen, informed his 
captain, who gave him permission to leave the ground, with the ex- 
pectation that he would fall before he had got many rods distant. An 
hour or two after the battle, the otfieer was astonished to meet the 
man quietly walking in the streets of the village. He asked him 
where he had been? " To get, soma milk," was the reply. It appears 
that he had not eaten any thing for thirty hours previous to the ac- 
tion, and the ball was thus enabled to pass through the intestines 
vuthout mortal injury. 
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Kings county was organized in 1683, by an act of the colonial as- 
sembly dividing the province, and abolishing the ridings which previ- 
ously existed. Its greatest length is 12, and greatest breadth 7 miles, 
The county includes Coney and Warren islands, and all other islands 
south of the town of Gravesend. The surface on the NE. for three 
or fonr miles hack from the river is hilly and ridgy. Upon the SE. a 
plain of sandy loam and sand extends to the ocean. The soil for the 
most pari is light, warm, and when properly manured, fertile. It is 
generally weli improved, mid supplies a large portion of the vegetables 
sold in New York. The first settlement in the county was made at 
Brooklyn in 1625. In 1641, the Dutch government permitted some 
English settlers to locale themselves at Gravesend. All the other towns 
of the county appear to have been settled by the Dutch. The county 
courts were originally held at the village of Gravesend ; they were re- 
moved in lGSt'j to t'lalbush, where they were held till 1 832, when they 
were removed to Brooklyn. The county contains seven towns : 

Brooklyn city, Flatbush, Gravesend, Williamsburg. 

Bush wick, Flatlands, New-Utrecht, 



- "- ' l - y ,'± - 



Northern view of the Navy-yard at Brooklyn. 

The most compact part of Brooklyn was incorporated into a village 
in 1816, which, although much opposed by a portion of the population, 
gave a new impulse to the spirit of improvement, which lias resulted in 
raising it to be the second city in point of population in the state of 
New York. In April, 1834, the whole territory of [ho. town was incor- 
porated under the name of the "City of Brooklyn." It is divided into 
9 wards ; the powers of the corporation are vested in a mayor, and a 
board of aldermen, composed of two elected from eacli ward. Brook- 
lyn contains 28 churches, viz : 6 Episcopalians, 2 Dutch Reformed, 7 
Presbyterian, 2 Baptist, 4 Episcopal Methodist, 1 Centenary Episco- 
pal Methodist, 1 Primitive Methodist, 1 Wesleyan Methodist, 2 Ro- 
man Catholic, 1 Unitarian Congregational Church, and 1 Friends 
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meeting-house. Population in 1820, 7,175; in 1825, 10,790; in 
1830, 15,394 ; in 1835, 25,312 ; in 1840, 36,233 ; in 1850, 96,850. 

The engraving shows the appearance of the buildings, shipping, &c, 
at the navy-yard, Brooklyn, as seen from Corker's Hook. The 
United Slates possess about forty acres at this spot, including the old 
mill-pond. Here have been erected a spacious navy-yard, public 
stores, machine shops, and two immense edifices, iti winch the largest 
ships are protected from the weather, while building. On the east 
side of the Wallabout bay, opposite the navy-yard, stands the U. S. 
Naval Hospital, a in;igni(ieenl structure. The Wallabout was the 
scene of the licurt-rendieg sufferings of many thousand American pris- 
oners confined in the prison ships stationed in the bay. The following, 
relating to those vessels, was written by Jeremiah Johnson, Esq., of 
Brooklyn, a gentleman who lias filled many public offices in this place. 

" Tin; subject uf tlnj naval prisoners, ;ui<] of ihe Itritish prison ships sialioned at the Wal- 
Inlvmt during the revolution, is out.' which cannot bo passed by in sllenoe. From printed 
journals published in \ew York n' illt' close ill" the war, it appears thai eleven thousand 
five hundred Ainciiu.i'i prisoners hud il i ■=■-■: J i>:> bond toe qiristm ships. Although the num- 
ber is very great, slid, if the number who piirisheil bail been less, i.'ni' c.oniuhfsnry of naval 
prisoners. David Sprout, Esq., and his deputy, had it in thuir power, by an official return, 
to give (lie trnn number exchanged, escaped, and dead. Such a return has never appeared 
in the United Stales. '.I'll:.-, mini returned to America after ilie war, and resided in fhha- 
delphin, where he died. Ileeould mil. Imvi: been ienorant of the s^alernrril published here 
cm! Ibis intcrosling subject. We tuny llano hue mfer. riial. id unit tuat number perished in 
the prison sliips. A ttirirc transport, named the Wiiit ! >--i. iva- I no ic-si prison ship anchored 

in tlieW ibout. Shewaa moored near ' Romson's' Mil!/ about the jJUth of October, 

1771!, and was immiui ividi prisoners. Many landsmen wcro prisoners on board this 
vessel ; she was said Id be the most siekii ei' «.■'■' I.lie prison ships. Bad pre vis ions, had 
water, and scanfed rations were dealt to the prisoners. Xo medical men attended the sink. 

Disease reigned unrelieved, and i: beds died from pestilence, or were starved, im bonrti 

this floating prison. I saw the sand-beach between a ravine in the hill and Mr. Rem sen's 
('■■■ell become, filieii with sieves in 'be course el' te.-o iiiOuMis ; ami hei'oro the 1st of .May, 
1777, the ravine alluded in was itself occupied in tin- same way. In the month of May of 
that year two large ships were- anchored in tie W alia 'mini, a lieu i'ne prisoners were Iriuis- 
i'e.rred from the Whitby to them. Those vessels were also very sickly, from the causes 

before stated. Alllniiai.h murn' prisoners were, sent on 1 ~d of ticna nniweie exchanged, 

death made room lor all. On a Sunday afternoon, annul the- middle of October, 1777, one 
of the prison ships was biirul ; the prisoners, except a few, who, it is said, were burnt in 
the vessel, were remevee to ihe remaining ship. 1 1 was repeated at tin: time that (he pris- 
oners had fired their prison ; which, it true, proves thai they preferred death, even by fire, 
tn the lingering snlli lings or' pestilence and starvation. In the mouth of February, 1773, 
the remaining prism; siii|i was bum' at night ; when the prisoners wore removed from her 
to the ships then wintering in the Wallabout. In the month of April, 1778, the Old Jersey 
was moored in the Wallabnut, anil all the prisoners (except the sick) were transferred to 
her. The sick were cerricdlo I wo i.ospiml shins, nnimil tiio I J ope and I'ainioutii, anehnr- 
ed near each other about two hundred curd- east from the .lersev. These ships remained 
in the Wallabout until Now York was evacuated by the British." The Jersey wae the re- 
ceiving-ship— the others, truly, the ships of Death! Tt has been generally thought that all 
the prisoners died on board of I lie .feisi-y. Tills is not true : many may have died onboard 
of her who were mil reported as sink ; but all tin' men who were pi ;ieed on tho sick-list 
were removed to the hospital thips, from which tiiey were usually taken, sewed up in a 
blanket, to their long home. 

" After the hospital ships were brought into the Wallalnnil. it. was r. em-ted that, the sick 
Here attended by physician* : few. very few, however, recovered. It was no uncommon 
thing to see five orslx dead bodies brought on shore in a siurde minning; when a email 
excavation would be made at the foot of the hill, the bodies be east in, and a man with a 
shovel would cover them hv shovelling sand down the hill upon them. Mutiv were buried 
in a ravine on the hill ; some on the farm. Tho v.dioie shore from Hetinie's Point to Mr. 
Kemsen's dock -yard was a place of gra res ; as were also the slope of tho hill near the 
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md to Rapelje's farm and the 

while a few were burie ' 
jlgn here, from 1776 i 

, etc. The whole Wnllaboul was u. sickly ola.v dnritiir the war. The atmosphere seemed 
lo be eharired with foul air I'mni tin' jni.-on ship-, ami with the eflluvin of tic: dead bodies 
washed out of their graves by the tides. We have ourselves .-xi-Lrn.ij-'d many nf fbn s.'ffiiis 
lyEjipr nit liiy short' ; irons the teeth, f.hey appear to be the remains (if huti in the id me of 
life, A singularly daring ai,;l successful escape wa^ciicctod from tbt' Jersey about 4 o'clock 
one afterauon, hi December, 17-0. The best boat of the ship had returned from Xew 
York, wa' left fastened i.l. [lie :'ai:;'way. with the oars on hoard. It was stormy ; the wind 
blew from the noi-tiici'st, and llu- tide ran flood. A walehv.uird was iriveii, and a num- 
ber of prisoners p!ac'd th fill;'.! v.-? between llio -hip's waist and the seinine! ; at this junc- 
ture four eastern captaini 150'. on Imui-.i 'he hual, which was cast oifhy Ihe.ir friends. The 
boat passed close, under the bows of tile ship, and was a considerable distance f.-tim her 
before the sentinel on llio forecastle gave tiie alarm, and fired at her. Tile boat passed 
Hell-galo, and arrived sale in (Aumectiout next morning." 

Ill 1808, a tomb was erected to the memory of these martyrs to 
liberty, on the corner of Jackson-street, nearly opposite the end of 
Front-street, in the vicinity of the navy-yard. Thirteen coffins were 
filled with their bleached bones, and interred in it with great venera- 
tion and respect. " The tomb is a small square frame building, sur- 
mounted by an eagle on the point of the roof ; the interior is an ante- 
chamber to the vault beneath, in which the coffins are deposited ; 
there is a row of posts and rails in front of the tomb, on which the 
names of the 13 original states of the Union are inscribed ; the area 
around the tomb is enclosed by a rail fence, over the entrance of 
which is the following inscription : '.Portal to the Tomb of 11,500 
Patriot Prisoners, who died in dungeons and -prison ships, in and 
about the cifi/ of New York during the revolution.'" 

The most sanguinary part of the battle of Long Island, August 
37th, 1776, took place in this town. The following account is from 
Thompson's History of Long Island. 

"After the commencement of hostilities in 1776, New York being 
situated near the centre of the colonial sea-board, and readily acces- 
sible from the sea, was selected by the enemy as a principal point for 
their future operations. With this view, a first division of their army 
arrived at Staten Island in the latter part of June of that year, fol- 
lowed, about the middle of July, by the grand armament, under Lord 
Howe, consisting of six ships of the line, thirty fngal.es, with smaller 
armed vessels, and a great number of transports, victuallers, and 
ships with ordnance. 

"The Americans, anticipating the invasion of Long Island, had 
fortified Brooklyn before iho arrival of the British at Staten Island. 
A line of intrenchment was formed from a ditch near the late Toll- 
House of the Bridge Company at the navy-yard to Fort Green, then 
called Fort Putnam, and from thence to I 1 ' reek's mill-pond. A strong 
work was erected on the lands of Johannia Debevoice and of Van 
Brunt; a redoubt was thrown up on Biennis-' Hill opposite Brown's 
mill, and another on the land of John Johnson, west of Fort Green. 
Ponkiesburg, now Port Swift, was fortified, and a fort built on the 
land of Mr. Hicks, en Brooklyn heights. Such were the defences of 
Brooklyn in 177o", while a chevaute de frise was sunk in the main 
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channel of the river below New York. The troops of both divisions 
of the British army were landed on Staton Island after their arrival 
in the bay, to recruit their strength and prepare for the coming con- 
flict. It was not till the middle of August, that a first landing on 
Long Island was made by them at New Utrecht. Here they were 
joined by many royalists from the neighborhood, who probably acted 
the infamous part of informers and guides to the enemy. General 
Sir Henry Clinton arrived about the same time, with the troops re- 
conducted from the expedition to Charleston. 

"Commodore Hotham already appeared there with the reinforce- 
ments under his escort; so that in a short time the hostile army 
amounted to about twenty-four thousand men, — English, Hessians, 
and Waideckers. Several regiments of Hessian infantry were ex- 
pected to arrive shortly, when the army would be swelled to the 
number of thirty-live thousiiixl combatants, of the best troops of Eu- 
rope, all abundantly supplied with army and ammunition, and mani- 
festing an extreme ardor for the service of their king. The plan 
was, first to get possession of Now York, which was deemed of most 
essential importance. 

" To resist tins iicyjembug s'nitn, Gougre-s had (>n!iii:iii.l itu; oonsirnmion of rafts, gun. 
brio'.*, (raileys, and doming bui.terlcs, fur Lilt dmonee of > lie purl, of -Vow York and the 
muiith of die ir,;(!-o:i. They had also decreed that ihir:ecn thousand of the provincial 
inili'i'i -haul: I .join die iirvny of Wndduijloii, ivho, in- in.; seasonably apprized of the i' 
of New York, hud made, n movement into that quarter; they ruso rhrcc'.cd the org 
lion of a corps of ten thousand men, destined to serve as n reserve in dm province of the 
centre. All the weakest '.'csss had been ea-< fully irm'cuohr.tl, and iu-uisbed with arid! 
A strung rieTaehment oecunie.d Lori" island, to prevent the English from landing then 
to repulse them if diey should priori a debarlmiion. But ihe army of Gemracss wa» ■ 
far from having ad the necessary means r.o s ipnovi f he burden of so tcnibls a war. 
warned urns, and i' was wasted by diseases, The roi'craice! instances of the e.onsm under, 
in-cijiiif had dvawr. into in-., camp tiie mm da of die neighboring pr. unices, and sumo tegular 
regiments from Maryland, fr.en I'iimsylvania, and from New England, which had swelled 
his army to the number of twenty.soven dmiisand men ; but a found of tliese troopa werB 
composed of invalids, and scarcely was another Tbmth furnished with arms. 

" Tire Attmrieim army, F-ne'i as ir. was, oeenpied the positi .ins mosi suitable to cover the 

menaced points. Tim dams ivliirdi bad bi stationed on I. otig Island, was commanded 

by ."Vlaior.gcncrai Greene, whn, on account of sirlmess, v, as afterward succeeded by Gene. 
ral Sullivan. The main body ot' 1)10 army encamped ia: I lie island of Xew York, which, it 
appeared, was destined to receive the first blows uf the .hlnghsh. 

" Two feeble detachments guarded Governor's Island and the point of Paulus' Hook. 

The militia of the pron/ioc, com led by the American General Clinton, were posted 

upon the hanks of tiie Sound, where they occupied tlto Iv.o Chesters, East and Weal, and 
New Roeheilo. Eor it was to bo toured that the enemy , landing in lurce upon the nor'h 
shore of the Sound, mi?'.:* pene'ram to Kitm-iiridge, and tli»e= entirely luck up all the Amer. 
iean troops on the is! raid of '.New York. Lord Howe made '.imp overt. ;r<:s of peace upon 
term: of submission i:> tin- royal oleniet;cy, "Inch, resuillng in tiudii:!.-, decided the British 
general to attack Long Island. ' Accordingly,' says liot'.a, ' on the t wen ty.se cond of Au. 
gust, the fleet approached the Narrows; all die (roups jo-.ud nil artsy and tenure landing- 
place between the villages of Gravesend and New Utrecht, where they debarked without 
meeting any resistance on die pan. of dm Americans. A "roar par* of the- American army, 
under the comtntm'.! of General ['id nam, encamped a' tirocklyn in a ptirt of the island which 
forms a sort of peninsula. He- bad s'rong.y for: died tiie cu- ranee of it with moats and in. 
trenchrnenrs; his Sell wing res'.cd up an the )Valhibuul buy, anil Ins right was covered by a 
marsh com.ig.ious to Go wait us' Core. Tiehirid him he bad Governor's Island, and the arm 
of rhe sea. which Separates Lot:;.; inland from the Island of Xew York, and which gave hint 
a direct commu ideation wirh the e.ity, where the niher parr of rhe army was siuiioncd miner 
Washington i'dmself, Tae coiuiiiuii.clcr-m-chnd', perceiving lia: biirrle was approaching, 
continually exhorted his men to keep their ranks, and summon all their eouiage : he rit 
17 
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minded "hem thai in Iheir valor rented 'lie only ! iope -lint remni-fd 10 American libertj- 1 [hat 
upon their resistance depended die ;'f:?ervahon or 1 ; ] ■ j piileEe of dieir pro pei-.y hy barbarians ; 
that they were abu'ii 10 eomba: in df fence of their parein;, ihi'ir wives, und their children, 
from the otilriijfcs el' u iie<:ii:ii)ii- .loldioi-y ; tlitt the eyes of Aineiiea were iissd upon her 
champions, and eieoo'cil iV.jrii their scenes on diis day eidier safely or total dcsiiucaon.' 

'"The English having effected their landing, marched rapidly for- 
ward. The two armies were separated by a chain of hills, covered 
with woods, called the heights, and which, running from west to east, 
divide the island into two parts. They are only practicable upon 
three points : one of which is near the „\ arrows ; the road leading to 
that of the centre passes the village of F/a/./msh ; and the third is ap- 
proached, far to the right, by the route of another village called Flat- 
lands. Upon the summit of the hills is found a road, which follows 
the length of the range, and loads ih.-m Bedford to Jamaica, which is 
intersected by the two roads last described : these ways are all in- 
terrupted by precipices, and by excessively difficult and narrow 
defiles. 

" The American general wishing to arrest the enemy upon these 
heights, had carefully furnished, them with troops; so that, if all had 
done their duty, the English would not have been able to force the 
passages without extreme diifieuiiy and danger. The posts were so 
frequent upon the road Irotn Bed lord to Jamaica, that it was easy to 
transmit, from one of these points to the other, the most prompt in- 
telligence of what passed upon the three routes. Colonel Miles, with 
his battalion, was to guard the road of Flatland, and to scour it con- 
tinually with his scouis, as well as that of Jamaica, in order to recon- 
noitre the movements of the enemy. Meanwhile the British army 
pressed forward, its left wing being to the north and its right to the 
south; the village of I'laibush was found in its centre. The Hes- 
sians, commanded, by General Heistcr, formed the main body; the 
English, under .Major- general Grant, 1 be left ; and the other corps, con- 
ducted by General Clinton, and the two lords, Percy and Cornwallis, 
composed the right. In this wing the British generals had placed 
their principal hope of success ; they directed it upon Flatland. Their 
plan was, that while the corps of General (-"'rant, and the Hessians 
of General Heister, should disquiet the enemy upon the two first de- 
tiles, the left wing, taking a circuit, should, march through Flatland, 
and endeavor to seize the point of intersection of this road with that 
of Jamaica ; and then rapidly descending into the plain which extends 
at the foot of the heights upon the other side, should fall upon the 
Americans in flunk and fear. The .English hoped, that as this post 
was the most distant from the centre of the army, the advanced 
guards would be found more feeble there, and perhaps more negli- 
gent : finally, they calculated that, in all events, the Americans would 
not be able to defend it against a force so superior. This right wing 
of the English was the most .numerous, and entirely composed of se- 
lect troops. 

"The evening of (lie [wonty-six:/] of Aiii'ii;', General f.'linto:) eoiimrmJid tho vanguard, 
which consisted in linn iiiuniry ; Lord i'erey me ".einre, wlice w<ic io-.;nd die grenadiers, 
Jie artillery, and the cavalry; and Cornwallie, the raw-guard, followed by the baggage. 
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some regiments of infantry and of heavy artillery ; oil this part of the English army put 
itself in motion ivti: ndiuhaUc nHi-r atai mIoiioo, and leaving Fhillaad, traversed the coun- 
try called New Luis. Colonel Miles, v.lio r. 1 1 L.~ night pi-rliumei.l his service with hub os. 
nctncss, did not perceive the aiiproacli of (he enemy ; so that two hours before day the 
hlnglish were already arrived v.iUiit: a half mile of t:;e ruad to Jamaica, upon the heights,. 
Tiicn Genutiil Clinton halted, and prepared himself for tlio attack. lie had met one of the 
enemy's patrols, ant! made him prisoner. Genera! Sullivan, who commanded all the troops 
in advance of the camp of Brooklyn, hud no advice of wha' passed in this quarter. Ho 
neglected to send out fresh seoius ; perhaps he supposed iho English wenld direct their 
principal efforts against his rl;;hi: wirg, as bfinjj nearest to them. 

,; General Clinton, banning iWjrn 111 1 .; p-isaneis 'In: I I lie road :o Jamaica was not guarded, 
hastened to avail himself of (lie circumstance, and occupied it by a rapid movement. 
Without, loss of lime he immediately bare to his Ic.-i'i '.award:- ISodfud. and seized an im. 
portant defile, which the American generate liad left unguarded. From this moment the 
success of the day was rl'..cidcd in favor of rhe English. Lord Percy eame up with his 
corps; and the entire column descended hy the village of Bedford from the heights into 
the plain which lav between (be lulls and the camp of Ihe Americans. Tlnrmg 'his limo 
General Giant, in order to amuse t/.c enemy, s:k ciivort Ins anoii'ioti from tho events 
which took place up an i::i rente of F.ntlaod, ( r.e cave red to disquiet him upon his right : 
accordingly, as if ho iui ended ;o force the dcli.o v.l.ieh leo to ■:, In- Lad put himself in mo- 
tion about midnight, and had attacked the militia of Ke.iv York and of Pennsylvania, who 
guarded It. They at first gave groinm ; bu' General Parsons being nrrivod, and having 
occupied an eminence, he ronewco ilie combat, ant: maintained hi- posuion till Brigadier- 
general Lord Stirling came 'a his assistance writ f:ioi.::t hundred men. The action be. 
came estrerncly animated, and f :■ :-;v 1 ie favored neither lira one- side nor the. other. The 
Hessians, on their parr, hati attack, rl the e> r.'rc a; area!; cf day ; and the Americans, com- 
manded by General Sullivan in persen, vnilanily sustained taeir efforts. At the same time 
thi' English shine, after having made several movements, opened a very lirisk cannonade 
against, a battery established in the hole island of Tied Hook, a|ioo the right flank of. the 
Americans, who cotnba'cd against. Con era! Grant. This also was a diversion, the object 
of which was to prevent them from attending to what pusscti ui the centre and on the left 
The Americans defended themselves, however, with exlrorne gallantry, ignorant that so 
much valor was exerted in vain, since victory «as already i.i the hands of the enemy. 
General Clinton boh:;: descended into the plain, leii upon the leu llauh of the centre, which 
was engaged with the Hessians, lie hail previously detached a snath corps, in order to 
intercept the Americans. 

"As soon as the appearance of the En;Hish light infanlry apprized 
them of their danger, they sounded the retreat, and retired in good 
order towards their camp, bringing off .heir urtiilery. But they soon 
fell m with the party of royal troops which hud occupied the ground 
on their rear, and who now charged them with fury ; they were 
compelled to throw themselves into the neighboring woods, where 
they met again with the Hessians, who repulsed them upon the Eng- 
lish ; and thus the Americans were driven several times by the one 
against the other with great loss. They continued for some time in 
this desperate situation, till at length several regiments, animated by 
an heroic valor, opened their way through the midst of the enemy, 
and gained the camp of General Putnam ; others escaped through 
the woods. The inequality of the ground, the great numbers of po- 
sitions which it offered, and the disorder which prevailed throughout 
the line, were the cause that for several hours divers partial combats 
were maintained, in which many of the Americans fell. 

" Their left wing and centre being discomfited, the English, desir- 
ous of a complete victory, made a rapid movement against the rear 
of the right wing, which, in ignorance of the misfortune which had 
befallen the other corps, was engaged with General Grant. Finally, 
having received the intelligence, they retired. But, encountering 
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the English, who cut off their retreat, a part of the soldiers took shel- 
ter in the woods ; others endeavored to make their way through the 
marshes of Gowan's Cove ; but here many were drowned in the wa- 
ters or perished in the mud ; a very small number only escaped the 
hot pursuit of the victors, and reached J lie camp in safely. The total 
loss of the Americans, in this battle, was eslimaled at more than three 
thousand men in killed, wounded, and prisoners. Among the last 
were found General Sullivan, and Brigadier-general Lord Stirling. 
Almost the entire regiment of Maryland, consisting of young men of 
the best families in that province, was cut to pieces. Six pieces of 
cannon fell into the power of the victors. The loss of the English 
was very inconsiderable ; in killed, wounded, and prisoners, it did not 
amount to four hundred men. 

" The enemy encamped in front of the American lines ; and on the 
succeeding night broke around within six hundred yards of a redoubt 
on the left, and threw up a breastwork on the Wallabout heights, 
upon the Debevoice farm, commenced firing on Fort Putnam, and 
reconnoitred the American forces. The Americans were here pre- 
pared to receive them ; and orders issued to the men to reserve their 
fire till they could see the eyes of the enemy. A few of the British 
officers reconnoitred the position, and one, on coming near, was shot 
by William Van Cotts, of Bushwick. The same afternoon Captain 
Rutgers, brother of the late Colonel liutgers, also fell. Several other 
British troops were killed, and the column which had incautiously 
advanced, fell back beyond the range of the American fire. In this 
critical state of the American army on Long Island— in front a nu- 
merous and victorious enemy with a formidable train of artillery, the 
fleet indicating an intention of forcing a passage up the East river, 
the troops lyinir without shekel- from heavy rams, iatigued and dis- 
pirited — General Washington determined to withdraw the army from 
the island ; and this difficult, movement was effected with great skill 
and judgment, and with complete success. The retreat was to have 
commenced at eight o'clock in the evening of the 29th, but a strong 
northeast wind and a rapid tide caused a delay of several hours ; a 
southwest wind, springing up at eleven, essentially facilitated its pas- 
sage from the island to the city ; and a thick fog hanging over Long 
Island towards morning, concealed its movements from the enemy, 
who were so near t!i;U the sound of their pick-axes and shovels was 
distinctly heard by the Americans. 

" General Washington, as far as possible, inspected every thing 
from the commencement of the action on the morning of the 27th; 
till the troops were safely across the river, ho never closed his eyes, 
and was almost constantly on horseback. After this the British and 
their allies, the tones and refugees, had possession of Long Island ; 
and many distressing scenes occurred, which, were never made public, 
and can therefore never be known. The whigs, who had been at 
all active in behalf of independence, were exiled from their homes, 
and their dwellings were objects of indiscriminate plunder. Such as 
could be taken, were incarcerated in the church of New Utrecht and 
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Flallands ; while royalists, by wearing ;i red badac in their bats, were 
protected and encouraged. It is believed that had Lord Howe availed 
himself of the advantages be possessed by passing bis ships up the 
river between Brooklyn and New York, ihe whole American army 
must have been almost inevitably captured or anmbilaled. General 
Washington saw but too plainly the policy which might have been 
pursued, and wisely resolved rather to abandon the island than attempt 
to retain it at the risk of sacrificing his army." 




The above shows the appearance of the central part of the village 
of Williamsburg, as seen from the New York side of the East river. 
This flourishing village was till within a few years an inconsider- 
able place, although it was commenced by a few spirited individuals 
nearly thirty years ago, by erecting a few bouses and establishing a 
ferry between it and the foot of Grand -street. In 1817, a ferry boat, 
impelled by horse power, gave Williamsburg a new impulse, and in 
1827, an act of incorporation was obtained. The village has a bold 
water front upon the East river, one mile and a half in extent, and 
a sufficient depth of water for all commercial purposes. Several 
large and substantial wharves and docks have been constructed, 
affording safe and convenient moorings for vessels even of the largest 
class. Its ferry is the nearest approximation to the upper parts of 
the city of New York from t.ho eastern towns of Long Island, by two 
iines of steam ferry boats. So great has been the progress of im- 
provement that the ancient village of Bushwick can scarcely be iden- 
tified, having been amalgamated wilh Williamsburg. The village has 
now upwards of 70 streets permanently laid out, about 30 of which 
have been graded and regulated, some paved, and one macadamized. 
There are upwards of six hundred dwellings, 5 churches — 3 Method- 
ist, 1 Dutch Reformed, and 1 Episcopal — a newspaper printing office, 
and manufacturing establishments of various kinds. Population of 
the village in 1840, 5,094 ; in 1845, 11,338 ; in 1850, 30,186. 
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Lewis county was taken from Oneida in 1 S05, n rid named in honor 
of Governor Morgan Lewis. Centrally distant NW. from New York 
375, and from Albany 130 miles. Greatest length N. and S. 54; 
greatest breadth L'. and W. 35 miles. The whole of this county waa 
included in the patent from the slate to Alexander Macomb, and was 
sold by him to William Constable, and by the latter in parcels : the 
portion west of the Black river, to capitalists in New York city, among 
whom Nicholas Low, Richard Harrison, and Josiah Ogden Hoffman, 
were principal purchasers ; and the portion on the east of the Black 
river, to a "French company in Paris. From these sources the present 
possessors derived their title. The first settlements commenced here 
in 1795, by pioneers from Massachusetts and Connecticut, who, with 
characteristic enterprise and perseverance, entered the wilderness with 
a. determination to surmount, the most lornikbmle obstacles. There 
were at this time small settlements at l. : tica. and Fort Htanwix, (now 
Rome,) whence the settlers made their way into this county, hy a line 
of marked trees, to the Higli Tails, on Black river; and thence floated 
with the .stream to the town of Lowvilie, where they established them- 
selves. Their families followed, in the succeeding winter, shod with 
snow shoes ; mothers making their way with infants in their arms, 
whilst their husbands and fathers trod paths through the snow for their 
cattle and teams. It was not unusual, some tune after, for farmers to 
go forty miles to mill, and to carry the grist upon their shoulders. 

The Black river divides the county into two not very unequal por- 
tions. Upon this river arc broad alluvial flats, of easy cultivation and 
highly productive. Of the Black river we may observe here, that be- 
low the High Falls at Leyden, which are 6-1 feet in altitude, it has a 
tranquil course of nearly -10 uuies through the country; in all which it 
is navigable for steamboats. The Black river canal, the construction 
of which was authorized in May, 1836, commences at Home in Oneida 
county. 

The county is at present thinly inhabited, but it merits attention from 
the great forests of useful timber which encumber the soil, the beds of 
iron ore which lie beneath it, and the vast water-power which the 
streams supply. The staple products are wheat, rye, .Indian corn, peas, 
beans, oats, and barley, and the whole country is adapted to grass. It 
is divided into 12 towns : 

Croghan, Greig, Lowvilie, Turin, 

Denmark, Harnsburgh, Martinsburgli, Watson, 

Diana, Leyden, Pinckney, West Turin, 

Lowvilie, on the great, road from I.'tica to ftacketts Harbor, 3^ miles 

from Marlinsburg, in a pleasant valley, handsomely laid out in squares, 

is the largest village in the county, and contains 4 churches, a flourishing 

incorporated academy, a printing cilice, publishing a weekly paper, 

1 large grist and saw-mill, and (it.) neat dwellings. Marlinsburg, post 
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village and county town, is situated upon a high and commanding site, 
contains a court-hem so and prison of wood, 1 cotton and 1 woollen fac- 
tory, 40 dwellings, the Lewis County Bank, ;md a punting office. 

About two miles from Martinsburg there is a remarkable chasm near 
the junction of two forks of Whetstone creek, a tributary of Black 
river. It is about 200 feet in depth, and of a bowl-like shape. It is 
known by the name of Cluruncy Point Gulf. 



LIVINGSTON COUNTY. 

Livingston county was taken from Ontario and Genesee counties 
in 1821 . Greatest length N. and S. 30 ; greatest breadth E. and W. 
28 miles. Centrally distant NW. from New York 360, and from 
Albany W. 224 miles. The surface of the country is in some parts 
hilly, in others quite level, or but gently undulated. Flats of rich al- 
luvion border the Genesee river in its course through the county from 
1 to 2 miles iu width, but a gravelly loam predominates on the upland, 
The great staples are wheat, pork, and cattle. Of the first, it is esti- 
mated that there is an annual surplus of over a million of bushels. 

The Avon Springs, in the village of Avon in this county, about 10 
miles from Geneseo, have acquired considerable celebrity. The first, 
called the New Avon ISath .Spring, was discovered m 1835. Its depth 
is about 36 feet, and tin: form mi on through winch the water passes is 
limy slate. Analysis and experience have fully tilled lite sanative prop- 
erties of these waters; they are found peculiarly efficacious in disorders 
of the digestive organs, rheumatic complaints, and gout, and in many 
of the most ioL.'.ntdable ctna'.ieous affections. 

The Genesee Valley canal enters the county at Caledonia, and follow- 
ing the valley of the Genesee, crosses the same near Mount Morris, and 
passing along the valley of the Ca*hqua creek, leaves the county in the 
southern portion of Mount Morris. Four miles south of Mount Morris 
village a branch runs to Dansville. The county is part of the tract 
ceded to Massachusetts, and is divided into 12 towns. 

Avou, Geneseo, Lima, Sparta, 

Caledonia, Grov eland, Livonia, Spring water, 

Conesus, Leicester, Mount Morris, York. 

The village of Geneseo, the seat of justice of Livingston county, 
about one mile from the river, was incorporated in 1832. It contains 
about 120 dwellings, the county buildings. '■', churches, the Livingston 
county high school, 2 newspaper pruning offices, and a bank. Distant 
from Albany 226, from Wa-hhiiuoc 34;3, and from Rochester about 27 
miles. "The village is pleasantly situated upon a site sloping to the 
west, and enjoys a delight lui prospect, slre!.ehmg acres? the valley, and 
including the town of Leicester. The landscape, embracing an area 
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of perhaps fifteen miles in diameter, agreeably undulated with gentle 
hills and valleys— rich in the garniture of fields, agreeably interrupted 
by masses of woods, and enlivened by villas, bespeaking the comforta- 
ble circumstances of their owners — forms a prospect of matchless 
beauty. It is rendered still more picturesque by the river, which flows 
lazily through the valley, but disclosing only here and there a section 
of the stream, breaking through the bower of trees and clustering vines 
by which its bright waters arc overarched. 

" This town was first settled by William and James Wadsworth in 
1790. Lands being cheap, and they being gentlemen of sagacity, who 
foresaw the rapid growth of the country in no distant prospective, they 
were enabled to accumulate splendid estates. The former, Gen. Wil- 
liam Wadsworth, served with his militia command upon the Niagara 
frontier during the last war with England, and acquilled himself with 
gallantry. Mr. James Wadsworth (recently deceased) may be consid- 
ered the patriarch of the Genesee country. The whole valley of the 
Genesee was studded with Indian towns, when the white men made 
their advances thither, and the country was full of Indians when he 
planted himself down among them. His mansion, the abode of refine- 
ment and elegant hospitality, is finely situated at the southern extrem- 
ity of the principal street of the village, embosomed in groves of orna- 
mental trees, thickly sprinkled, among which are the elm, locust, and 
willow, and looking out upon a princely domain of his own, including 
abroad sweep of flats. .... Adjacent to the mansion is a large gar- 
den, rich with every description of fruit which the climate will allow, 
and adorned with llowers of every variety and class of beauty. 

" . . . . It was at this point that the memorable cttnipaign of Gen- 
eral Sullivan in 1779 was brought to a close. In setting this expedi- 
tion on foot, it was the intention of Washington that the American 
forces should pass through to the great Indian and loyalist rendezvous 
at Niagara ; but having ravaged the most populous portions of the In- 
dian country, Sullivan, for reasons never fully explained, proceeded no 
further than Genesee — sending a detachment across the river, however, 
to Little Beardstown, (now the town of Leicester.) "The Indian town 
of Genesee, lying on the eastern side of the river, was the largest of 
their populous places, containing, according to Sullivan's official report, 
' one hundred and thirty-eight houses, most of them very elegant. It 
was beautifully situated, almost encircled with a clear flat, extending 
for a number of miles ; on which extensive fields of corn were growing, 
together with every kind of vegetable that could be conceived.' This 
and the neighboring towns, together ivilh thousands ol acres of corn, 
were destroyed. The Indians were disposed to make a stand for the 
protection of their towns, but the numbers and discipline of Sullivan's 
army were too much for them." 

Luring Sullivan's expedition, Lieut. Boyd with a scouting parly had 
a severe battle with a superior force of Indians in this vicinity. Boyd 
and a man named Parker were taken prisoners, and the former tortured 
in the most horrible manner. The following account is from Wilkin- 
son's Annals of Binghamton ; 
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" From Canandaigua the army proceeded to Ilotmoyo uhieii they den' roved ; and passing 
by Hemlock Lake, llicy cntne : .o '.tie bead of (.'utdtisslas Ltiko, where. Ibe army encamped 
(or the night, on the ground which is now called lie itce rto;i'» Flats. 

" Hon 1 1 after the army had encamped, ill the d its!; oi' t. vciiin;;, a pay!;.- uf twenty.one men, 
under llie command of Liem. "\V ! : 1 1 ^ ni Boyd, was detached from the rifle corps, which was 
commanded by r 1 1 '_= cclcbra'eti Mor;!i:i, nut: scut out for the pt;r|iosn of reeoniioitering ibe 

ground near the Gcuuee river, at it plmo now cubed Wtiii sbnrgh, ai a distance from I ho 

place of encampment of about seven miics, and uinier the y 1. 1 : f.i : i rj t: t of a faithful Indian 
pilot. The place Has then die site of an Indian village ; ntto, ii v.as apprehended that (he 
Indians anil rnttgers, :ia feed a dies were oalcil, mirth 1 , be there, or in its vicinity. 

" When die puny arrived a i. Williiirf.slinrjNi, tiny found uu.r the Indiana hod very re. 
coolly left the place, as I he fire.- in llieir huts were still !>tiri;::i/t. Thcttbdit was so far spent 
when they got 10 (lie [dace of J.eir uesl:uaLo:i, I bat the gal I an I Boyd, considering loo fatigue 
of hia men, concluded !u remain ijuiery where lie was, near ibe village, sleeping upon their 
arms, till the next morning, and then to despatch iv, otuosscugurs with a report io the camp 
Accordingly, a little in fore daybreak, he si-nt two men lo the muiti body of the army with 
information that the, enemy had not been eisoevoK.d, hut were supposed to be not far dis. 
tan;, from the fires litoy to. .ml burmr,;r dm evening before. 

'• A.lier davihjh', Licui, iloyd and ivis j i < i - 1 1 .'ii-.li-.-. ,:sly crap" from the place of their con. 
cealment, and upon getting a new of die village, discovert;! i-v-o Indians kirk big about the 
settlement. One of wiiom was brunt dir.r.. !;,- sl:o: and scalped by 0:10 of die rthenmu, liy 
the name of Murphy. Lien!, lioyd— supposing now that if there were Indians near they 
would be aroused by the report of the ride, and possibly by a perception of what had just 
taken place, the swiping of ibe Indian —thought it most prudent to retire and make his best 
way back to the main army. They accordingly set out, and retraced the steps they had 
taken ibe evening before. 

" On their arriving within about one mile atn.l a linlf of the main army, they were sur- 
prised by the sudden appearance of a body of Indian.'!, to the auiontii of live hundred, un- 
der the command of Brant, and the same number of rttngers. cninui untied by the infamous 
Butler, who had seoreiod themselves in a ravine of considerable extent, which lay acroas 
flie Hack that Lieu'.. ■ lioyd bad pursued. These two lenders of the enemy had not lost 
eight of the American army since their appalling defeat ai die narrows above I^iewtown, 
though they had not shown themselves til! now. With witai dl-may they must have wit- 
nessed the destruction of their towns and ibe fruits of their fields, that marked the progress 
of our army! They darn not, however, any more come io contact with the main army, 
whatever should In: the consequence of their forbearance. 

" Lieut. Boyd and Ids hide heroic party, upon discovering foe enemy, knowing that the 
only chance for their escape would be by breaking throagh Uiair lines, an enterprise of 
most desperate uiuhTiakmg, made ibe hold a: 'imp-. As e.v'raoiihnary as it may seem, the 
first onset, diough udsttccossful, was made wilboul lite loss of a man on the part of the 
heroio band, though several of the enemy were killed. Two abenipl.s more were made, 
which were equally tin success hi', and in widen tiie while party fell, e.\eepii(ig Lieut. Boyd 
and eight others. Boyd and a soldier by the name or Tarkt r, were taken prisoners on the 
spot; a part of the remainder tied, and a par' f< 1 on da- ground apparently dead, and wera 
overlooked by ibe Tiut'ltius, who were loo much cugag-ttl in puis. .big the tl:;;i lives to notice 
those who fell. 

"When Lieut. Boyd found himself a prisoner, he solicited an interview with Brant, 
preferring, it stems, 1.0 throw- himself upon the clemency and fidelity of the savage lender 
of the enemy, rather than irust 10 bis civilized colleague. The chief, who was at that mo- 
ment near, immediately presented himself, when Lieut. Boyd, by one of those appeals and 
tokens which are known unly iiy those who have been miiiii.led ac.d iustmcted in certain 
mysteries, and wdiich never fail to bring succor to a distressed brother, addressed him as the 
only source from which he could expect respite from crurl puutsbmcii' or death. The ap. 

pcidwasrce04nlse.1t, and lirani in diatcly, ami in the strongest language, assured him 

that his life should be spared. 

" Boyd and Ins iV In ■■■.-prisoner wcte eon dueled im mediately by a party of the Indians 10 
the Indian village called Beards 'own, flrcr a disliuguisbcd chief of 1I1111. name, on the west 
side of the Genesee river, and in what is now called Leicester, After their arrival at 
Beardstown, Brant, beln.v tidied en service which re: -.tired it lew bunts' absence, left them 
in the care of Col. Butler. The latter, as soon as Brandt hod left them, commenced an in 
terrogtition, to obtain troiti tint pi is ,ncrs ;i statement of the number, sit 1 union, and intentions 
of the army under Sullivan ; and threatened diem, in case they hesitated or prevaricated 
in their answers, to deliver them up immediately to be massacred by the Indians ; who, in 
iirant's absence, and with the ettcoittageiiiieit of their more savage commander, Butler, 

18 
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were ready to uo:nniit. 1 ] 1 ■_■ greatest cruellies, lie'.;, it:g probably unc-n the promises which 
Brant had" mads them, ami which he must iikely udonded to liuli), Ihcy refused to give 
Buller the desired information. Cpon this refn-.il. burning with revenge, liutler hastened 
to pui his threat into e>eo.iifiini. He delivered ihem In some of their n.e.-t ferocious, ene- 
mies, among which the Indian ehief Little .Beard mm distine-uislied tor ins inventive fe- 
rocity. In this, that was about to take place, as well as in oii 'lie. oilier scenes of cruelty 
that were peoctrutcd in his toivn, f.i'lh- Heard was master of ceremonies. The stoutest 
heart quails under lln- apprehension of iuiiuediiLl.e and ucrtain torture mid death ; where, 
too, there is not an eye Hurt pities, nor a heart that feels. The suffering lieutenant was 
first stripped of Ins eioth'nir, and then tied to a sapling, when the 1 ndiaus menaced iiis 
life by throwing their Joinahawk:, a.l l.iio tree directly over his head, brandishing (heir 
sculping-knivcs aru.iLid liim in the most frightful ina ■:■, and aecomp anying their cere- 
monies with lerrifie shnuls of joy. Having ntmislied him -nfnoiont.lv in this way, they 
miide a small opening : .'i his abdomen, J..-t..k out. an intestine, which they tied to a sapling, 
and then unbound him from the tree, ami !,y .scourges, lirove him nrui.ind it till he had 
drawn out the whole of his Intestines. He was then beheaded, and his head was stuck 
upon a pole with a dog's head just above it, and hi- hod; left, unbttried upon tiie ground. 
Tk.tnugliea.i tile whole of 111 = srid'erin;;*. the brave. Boyd neither asked for mercy, nor ut- 
tered a word of complaint. 

" Titus perished Wii lam Boyd, a young ollieer of heroic virtue and of rising talents ; 
and in a manner th el vil! touch tiie sympathies of all who read the story of his death. His: 
fellow-soldier, anil fellow -sulferer, Parker, wot, obliged !o witness this moving and tragical 
scene, and in full evpei M'icn of pacing tin; same ordeal. According, however, to our in- 
formation, in relation to the dee til of these [wii men, which bus hi' en obtained incidentally 
from the Indian account of it, corroonvated by the discovery of the two bodies by the 
American army, I'atker was only beheaded. 




Western view of Mount Morn's alhsT., Livingston county. 

Mount Morris village, incorporated in 1835, is at (he head of the 
boat navigation on Genesee river, 30 miles S. of Rochester, and by 
the Genesee valley canal 3Si, from Genes™ SW, 6 miles. The site 
is beautiful, being elevated above the fertile flats which border the 
river. The annexed view was taken near the residence of Mr. Jo- 
seph Starkey. The three churches seen in front are respectively 
the Episcopal, Baptist, and Methodist ; the spire on the left is that of 
the Presbyterian church. The hills in the distance are on the op- 
posite side of the Genesee flats. The village contains about 150 
dwellings. 

Dniisvillc, at the southern extremity of the county, IS mile* *>1.. 
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from Geneseo, 45 from Rochester, anri 231 from Albany, is a flourish- 
ing village of upwards of 200 duellings, 4 churches, a. bank, and an 
academy. Within a circle of 6 miles there are about 60 saw-mills. 
The Dausville Blanch of the Genesee Valley Canal commences at 
this place, and unites with the main canal about 11 miles distant. 
Lima village is a scattered village of about 100 neat duellings, and is 
the seal of the Genesee Wcslevan University, a flourishing institution. 
Avon, the seat of the medicinal springs, ahem! 10 miles from Geneseo, 
is a finely-situated village of about 90 dwellings. 



LONG ISLAND. 

" Long Island maybe described as the southeasterly portion of the 
state of New York, and extending from about 40'-' 34' to 41" 10' north 
latitude, and from 2° 58° to 5° 3' east longitude from Washington 
city; being in length from Fort Hamilton, at the Narrows, to Mon- 
tauk Point, nearly one hundred and forty miles, with a mean range 
north, 80° 44' east. Its breadth from the Narrows, as far east as the 
Peconic bay, varies from 12 to 20 miles in a distance of ninety miles." 
A ridge or chain of lolls commences at New Utrecht, in Kings county, 
and extends with occasional interruptions to near Oyster Pond Point, 
in Suffolk county. The surface of the island north of the ridge is 
in general rough and broken, while the surface south of the range is 
almost a perfect plain, with scarce a stone exceeding in weight a few 

On the south side of the island is the great South buy, extending 
from Hempstead to the eastern boundary of Brookhaven — a distance 
of more than seventy miles of uninterrupted inland navigation. It 
varies in width from two to five miles, communicating with the sea 
by a few openings in the beach, the principal of which is opposite 
the town of Islip, called Five Island Inlet. In this bay are very exten- 
sive tracts of salt marsh, and islands of meadow furnishing immense 
quantities of grass ; while its waters contain great e,uaiitities of shell 
and scale fish. Wild-fowl of many binds and in almost countless 
numbers are found here, and many hundreds of people are engaged 
in taking them for the New York market. The north shore of the 
island is very irregular, and where not protected by masses of rock 
and stone, has been worn away by the sea to a considerable extent. 
The soil on the north side generally consists of loam, on the south 
side it consists more of sand, while through Hie middle of the island it 
consists chiefly of sand and gravel. The soil on the high grounds is 
in most cases better than that upon the plains, yet that found upon the 
necks or points on both sides is better 1 than either. The soil in the 
vicinity of New York is highly productive and valuable, but in the 
greater part of the island it is naturally light and poor. Much of the 
land in the central part of the island is covered with a vast pine forest, 
in which wild deer are still to be found. 
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Long Island was claimed by the Dutch and English nations re- 
spectively by rijihl oi discovery. The Dutch commenced their set- 
tlements as early as 1625, at the west end of the island. In 16S3, 
the Plymouth company, by order of Charles T., issued letters patent 
to William Alexander, Earl of Stirling, for the whole of the island. 
The English made settlements at the east end of the island, but they 
were for a season resisted by the Dutch. The settlements, both at 
the E. and W. end, were nearly cotemporary. In the Dutch towns, 
the Indian title was bought by the governor, and the lauds granted to 
individuals by him ; in the English towns lands were obtained under 
the license of the agent of Lord Stirling, and after bis death, by the 
people of the several towns for their common benefit. The line of 
division between the two nations was a source of much contention and 
many complaints. The several English towns united themselves with 
the colonies of Connecticut and New Haven. After Connecticut re- 
ceived her royal charter, in 1G62, she exercised jurisdiction, and gave 
each of the towns who united with her, permission to send a deputy 
to the general court. But before these measures could be fully com- 
pleted, they were frustrated by the grant of Long Island to the Duke 
of York. Long Island is divided, into three counties — Kings, C 
Suffolk. 



MADISON COUNTY. 

Madison cotisty was taken from Chenango county in 1806, and 
named after James Madison, president of the United States. Great- 
est length N. and S. 31.1, greatest, breadth E. and W. 32 miles. Cen- 
trally distant from New York 250, from Albany 108 miles. The 
surface of the county isiriuch diversified. The middle and southern 
towns are more or less uneven and hilly ; but the northern is more 
level. In the northern part much wheat is produced : the southern is 
better adapted to grass. The county is generally well watered. The 
route of the Chenango canal foilows up the Onskar.y, and crosses 
thence into the Chenango valley. The Erie canal runs westerly 
through the northern towns of Lenox and Sullivan. The county is 
divided into 14 towns. 

Brook field, Fcnner, Lenox, S to ckb ridge, 

Cazenovia, Georgetown, Madison, Sullivan. 

De ftuyter, Hamilton, Nelson, 

Eaton, Lebanon, Smithfieldj 

Morris ville, the county seat, 102 miles from Albany, and 15 S. of 
the Erie canal, was founded in 1S03, by Thomas Morris from Con- 
necticut. The village consists of about 100 dwellings, the county 
buildings, 3 churches, and an academy, 
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Southwestern view of Cazenovia. 
lage was founded by Col, Linklaen, about 1795, and 
incorporated in 1800. 

It is situated upon the margin of Cazenovia lake and its outlet, and 
upon Chittenango creek, 8 miles S. of the Erie canal, 11 from Mor- 
risville, 40 from Utica, and 113 from Albany. The above engraving 
is a SW. view of the village as seen from the bridge, at the outlet of 
the lake. Tho village contains upwards of 200 dwellings, 1 Presby- 
terian, 1 Methodist, 1 Baptist, and 1 Congregational church, a bank, 
2 printing offices, and the " Oneida Conference Seminary," incorpo- 
rated in 1825. This institution was established under the patronage 
of the Methodist denomination) and has ever maintained a high 
standing. 




Northern view of Hamilton village, Madison county. 

Hamilton village is 8 miles SW. of Morrisville, 28 from Utica, and 

flt> from Albany ; it contains upwards of 300 dwellings, 1 Baptist, 1 
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Presbyterian, and 1 Methodist church, and a newspaper printing 
office. The above engraving shows the appear™™ of the village as 
seen from a point near the burying-groimd. The buildings of the 
" Hamilton Literary and Theological .Seminary" are seen on the ele 
vated ground on the left. This institution was incorporated in 1819, and 
commenced operations in 1820. The principal building, which was 
erected in 1827, is of stone, 100 by 60 feet, 4 stories, containing 34 
rooms for study, .'11 lodging rooms, n reading room, library, and a 
large chapel. Another large stone edifice, 100 feet by 60, was erect- 
ed in 1834. There is a boarding- hon.se, a joiner's shop, and a farm 
of 130 acres belonging to the society. The regular course of studies 
is six years ; four in the collegiate, and two in the theological depart- 
ment. This seminary was established under the patronage of the 
Baptists, and it. is said to be the largest theological institution of that 
denomination in the world. '.' The institution is open to young men 
having the ministry in view from every denomination of evangelical 
Christians." 

De Ruyter village, 17 miles SW. of Morrisville, has about 75 
dwellings, and the De Ruyter Institute, a literary seminary, established 
under the patronage of the Sevemh»day Baptists, Cbittenango, 1 
mile S. of the Erie canal, S from the railroad, 34 from Utica, is a vil- 
lage of 100 dwellings, 3 churches, a large woollen factory, and several 
other manufacturing establishments, Canusiota on the line of the 
Erie canal and railroad, has upwards of 100 dwellings, 3 churches, 
and is an active place of business. 



MONROE COUNTY. 

Monroe county was taken from Ontario and Genesee in 1821. 
Distant from New York by way of Albany NW. 365, and from 
Albany W. 219 miles. Greatest length E. and W, 34, greatest 
breadth N. and S. 24 miles. The surface is level, or gently wav- 
ing. The mountain ridge, a high terrace el. iand nearly parallel with 
Lake Ontario, extends across the county, as also the alluvial way, 
supposed to have been formed by the action of the waters of that 
lake at some former period. The soil is generally a rich mould and 
very productive, "it is said that an analysis of the Genesee wheat, 
for which this county is so celebrated, exhibits more saccharum than 
that of the southern stales; whilst the latter combines with a larger 
portion of water in the composition of bread. This may explain why 
southern Hour is more acceptable to the baker, and Genesee to the 
consumer. It is common for extensive farmers to sow from 50 to 
200 acres with wheal, and to reap an average, crop of 20 bushels to 
the acre. The product is sometimes 30, 40, and even 50 bushels to 
the acre." The long level of the Erie canal continues 2i miles E, 
of the Genesee river. In the towns of Rochester, Mendon, and Gates, 
there are sulphur springs. " The towns of Parma, Ogden, Chili, Riga, 
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Gates, and Greece, E. of the Triangle, belonged to the great tract of 
Phelps and Gorham, together with that portion of the county E. of 
the Genesee river. Clarkson and Sweden, part of the Triangle, and 
Wheatland, were of the tract purchased by Robert Morris from Mas- 
sachusetts. Phelps and Gorham sold out Greece and Gales, in frac- 
tional parts to settlers ; and Parma, Ogden, Riga, and Chili, in mass 
to Robert Morris. The lands on the east side of the river were sold 
by them in parcels, consisting of whole and parts of townships. The 
county was settled chiefly by emigrants from New England, with a 
few from Pennsylvania and the lower parts of New York." It con- 
tains the city of Rochester and 19 towns, viz. : 



[kliihlon. 


Henrietta, 


Penfield, 


Rush, 


Chili, 


Irondequoit, 


Perrinton, 


fivi'i'ld]. 


Clark; 0:1, 


Mendon, 


Pittsford, 


Webster, 


Gates, 


0«<len, 


Riga, 


Wheatland. 


Greece, 


Parma, 


Rochester, 





Rochester, one of the most remarkable instances of a rapid and vig- 
orous growth as a village or city in this country, is situated in lat. N. 
43°, long. W. 40' ; distant from Albany 217 miles, Buffalo 73, Canan- 
daigua 28, Batavia 35, S. from Lake Ontario 7, and 361 miles from 
Washington. In the year 1810 there was not a house where Roch- 
ester now stands. The first allotments for a village were made in 
1812, when lYutkuiiel Rochester, Charles H. Carroll, and William 
Fitzhugh, surveyed the hundred -acre tract for a settlement, under the 
name of " Hockester,"' after the senior proprietor. This tract was a 
" mill-lot," bestowed by Phelps and Gorham on a semi-savage called 
Indian Allen, as a bonus ior i.mueing mills to grind corn and saw 
boards for the few settlers in th:s region at the time. The mills de- 
cayed, as the business of the coiuerv was insufficient to support them, 
and Allen sold the property to Sir William Pulteney, whose estate 
then included a large section of the " Genesee country." The sale 
to Rochester, l/'ilzlmgh, and Carroll, took place in 1802, at the rate 
of $15.50 per acre, or $1,750 for the lot, with its "betterments." 
Some of the land on the east side of the Genesee in Rochester, (the 
hundred-acre tract being on the west side,) was sold by Phelps and 
Gorham in 1790, for cv/hinen pence an acre. 

The last war with Great Britain, which produced much distress in 
this frontier region, impeded the progress of Rochester to such a de- 
gree, that the population at the commencement of 1816 amounted to 
only 331. By the opening of the Erie canal, Rochester became the 
great thoroughfare between the seaboard and the inland waters. On 
the incorporation of the village in 1817, about 750 acres were includ- 
ed within its limits. The city charter, in 1834, extended the bounds 
so as to embrace upwards of 4,000 acres. The staph; product of the 
fertile valley of the Genesee i* wheat, remarkable tor its quantity as 
well as its quality. Its celebrity is increased by the skill with which 
it is prepared for market. By the immense water-power formed by 
the falls of the Genesee, Rochester is the largest as well as the best 
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flour manufactory ia the world. There are now within the city 20 
mills, (exclusive of ami-mills.) with nearly 100 runs of stone. These 
mills are capable of manufacturing 5,000 barrels of flour daily, and 
when in full operation, require about 80,000 bushels of wheat daily. 
About half a million barrels of flour arc yearly manufactured. There 
are 12 saw-mills, and various other establishments that use the water- 
power, such as turning, stone-cutting, grinding eye-woods and bark. 
There are 1 cotton and A woollen mills. Carpets, edge tools, and va- 
rious other articles are hero m;mufaeiurod. The business portion of 
the city is compactly built, and contains many splendid houses and 
stores four stories high. The east and west portions of the city are 
connected by several bridges, and by the great aeuednct of the Erie 
canal, upwards of 800 feet long. There are about 2000 dwelling- 
houses, the county buildings, 2 public markets, G banking houses, 5 
Presbyterian, 2 Episcopal, 2 Baptist, 2 Metbodist,2 Catholic, 2 Friends, 
1 Covenanters, 1 Universalis!, 1 Lutheran, and I Christian churches, 
24 hotels and taverns, 6 newspapers, and numerous religious, benevo- 
lent, and literary associations. Population in 1850 was ^6,588, 






tatafe^! 







Genesee Falls at Rochester, 

The following is ;i view ot the middle or main fails, as seen from 
the east bank of the Genesee. The Rochester and Auburn railroad 
bridge is viewed a few rods north of the falls. The perpendicular fall 
of the water at this place is 96 feet ; towards the right of the engra- 
ving is seen a small tabular projection from the general line of the 
verge of the precipice. From this projection, in the fall of 1829, 
Sam Patch took a last, leap, and perished, not much unlike many oth- 
ers before him, 



The river below this fall is broad and deep, with occasional rapids 
for a mile and a half to the Lower Falls, the first 25, the other 84 feet, 
making a total descent of 109 feet in a few rods. Just beloiv this place 
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stood the celebrated Carthage briihi", remarkable in its fate as in its 
construction. It was completed in February, 1819; it consisted of 
an entire arch, the chord of which was 352 feet, and the versed sine 
54 feet. Its entire length was 718 feet, and the width 30 ; the sum- 
mit of the arch was 1 96 feel from the water. " The most lofty single 
arch at present in Europe, is 116 feet less in length than this was, 
and the arch not as high by 96 feet." This daring work stood but 
one year and one day ; which latter period saved the builders from 
loss, as they guarantied ihiit die structure should endure for one year. 
It contained about 70,000 feet of timber, running measure, besides 
64,630 feet of board measure. "The immense weiyhtof timber press- 
ing unequally upon the arch, threw up the centre from its equilibrium, 
and the whole tumbled into rains." A port of entry was established 
at what is now known as the harbor of Rochester, in 1805; when 
Samuel Lalta, residing at the junction of the river and lake, was ap- 
pointed the first collector. The Rochester or Genesee revenue dis- 
trict has a frontier o( about 70 miles on Lake Ontario, extending 
westward from Sodus bay, Wayne county. The port of Rochester, 
at the Ontario steamboat landing, is situated at the north line of the 
city, about five miles from the lake. The largest vessels on the lake 
can ascend the river to this point. There are three railways for facili- 
tating the business between the vessels and the warehouses on the 
upper banks, which are here about 160 feet high. 

Brockport village was incorporated in 1829. It is situated on the 
Erie canal, 20 miles NW. from Rochester, and 239 from Albany. 
The village consists of about 300 dwellings, some of them three and 
four stories high, built of brick or freestone. The citizens have erect- 
ed a noble stone building five stories high, for a collegiate institution, 
at an expense of $25,000. Large quantities of wheal have been pur- 
chased in this village for the Rochester mills ; 451,000 bushels were 
bought here in 1835. The first buildings in the village were erected 
in 1820. 

Scottsville, on Allen's creek, 1.2 miles >SW. from Roehester, near 
Genesee river, contains several churches, and upwards of 100 dwell- 
ings. The water-power here has been lately much improved by a 
canal one mile in length, taken from the creek to the Genesee river, 
by which a head of about 16 feet is obtained. Indian Allen, so called, 
was the first settler at the mouth of the creek which goes by his 
name. In the year 1800, Isaac Scott located biniseli where the vil- 
lage is now built. From this pioneer of the wilderness the village 
derives its name. There are within three miles of tins place the re- 
mains of four ancient fortifications. Trees have grown on these 
mounds indicating a lapse of from four to five hundred years since 
they were constructed. 

Pittsford, on the line of the Erie canal, is a village of about 100 
dwellings. 6 miles K. from Rochester, and was incorporated in 1827. 
19 
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MONTGOMERY COUXTY. 



Montgomery coi:mty was named after the lamented Con. Montgom- 
ery, who fell at the iil.ty.fik on Quebec, in the revolution. Its greatest 
length is 34 E. and W., greatest breadth N. and S. 13 miles. It was 
originally taken from Albany, and named in honor of William Try on, 
then governor of the province. Its name was changed in 1784. It 
embraced all that part of the state lying west of a line running north 
and south nearly through iiie centre of the present county of Schoharie. 
It was divided into live districts) — subdivided nHo products. The Mo- 
hawk district included Fort Hunter, Caughnawaga, Johnstown, and 
Kingsboro' ; Canajoharie district embraced the present town of that 
name, with all the country southward, comprehending- Cherry Valley, 
of Otsego, and llarpersficld of Delaware counties ; Palatine district, 
north of the Mohawk, extended over the region so called, and Stone 
Arabia, &c, ; German Flats district ;md Kings] and covered the most 
western settlements. The Erie canal crosses the county on the south 
side of the Mohawk, and the Schenectady and Utica railroad on the 
north side. The Erie canal passes the Schoharie- creek, through a 
pond formed by a dam across the stream below. Its fall within this 
county is 86 feet, by 12 locks. The county is divided into ten towns : 

Amsterdam, Florida, Mindcn, St. Johnsville. 

Canajoharie, Glenn, Palatine, 

Charleston, Mohawk, Root, 




d Hotel in Fonda. 



The above is an engraving of the courthouse and hotel recently 
erected in the new village of Fonda. The railroad passes between 
these two buildings. The central part of the village of Caughnawaga 
is about half a mile eastward of the courthouse, and consists of about 
30 dwelling-houses, on the north side of the Mohawk, 40 miles from 
Albany, and 4 miles S. from Johnstown. The village occupies the site 
of an ancient Indian village, one of the principal towns of the Mohawk 
tribe. 
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The annexed is a representation of 

the ancient Dutch church in Caughna- 

I waga. It is a massive stone structure, 

and is believed to have been erected in 

h 1763. The following is a copy of the 

!; inscription on the stone tablet which 

jfe was formerly placed over the door : 

g 33& , "Komt laett ons op gaen tot den 

[' .■■■!', <■■■■■ Heeren, !o dv,n Imyse des 

. . ■■ l,i - I >bs, ' n 1 1 .- 1 i k\ ons In ere van 

. :5i . \iie we.'ien, en cat wy wandcle hi 



— - 
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Southern view of Sir Guy Johnson's house, Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam village, incorporated in 1S30, upon the Mohawk river 
and turnpike and Ulioa railroad, 16 miles W. of Schenectady, contains 
4 churches, an academy, a female seminary, a banking-house, and 
many manufacturing e,=!ab!ish:nnn1s, and aboi.it 1700 inhabitants, The 
Erie canal is on the south side of the river, over which there is a com- 
modious bridge. 

The above shows the appearance of the mansion house of Colonel 
Guy Johnson, as seen from the opposite side of the river. It is built 
of stone, on the north bank of the Mohawk, about a mile from Amster- 
dam village. The western railroad now passes a few rods north, and 
in front. It is a beautiful situation, and .vas formerly called "Guy 
Park." The house occupied by Sir John Johnson is further to the 
west, on the opposite side of the road. These men lived here essen- 
tially in the rank and .splendor of noblemen, till their possessions were 
confiscated by the state for their adherence to [he British cause. " Sir 
John was not as popular as his father, Sir William Johnson, being lesa 
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social and less acquainted with human nature. He accompanied his 
father on some of bis military expeditions, and probably saw considera- 
ble service. After his flight from Johnstown to Canada, he, in the 
month of January, 1777, found his way into New York, then in pos- 
session of the British troops. " From that period he became not only 
one of tho most active, but one of the bitterest foes of his own coun- 
trymen of any who were engaged in tho war, and repeatedly the scourge 
of his own former neighbors. He was unquestionably a loyalist from 
principle, else he would scarcely have hazarded, as he did, and ulti- 
mately lost, domains larger and fairer llian probably ever belonged to a 
single proprietor in America, William Perm only excepted." 

After the flight of Sir John from Johnson Hall, [see Fulton co.,] 
lady Johnson, his wife, was removed to Albany, where she was re- 
tained as a kind of hostage for tin- good conduct of her husband. "She 
wrote to Gen. Washington complaining of this detention, and asking 
his interference for her relief; but the commander-in-chief left the 
matter with Gen. Schuyler and the Albany committee. After the con- 
fiscation of the properlv of Sir John, the furniture of the hall was sold 
at auction at Fort Hunter. The late lieutenant-governor of Now York, 
John Taylor, purchased several articles of tho furniture ; and among 
other things, the Bible mentioned in the text. Perceiving that it con- 
tained the family record, which might be of great value to Sir John, 
Mr. Taylor wrote a civil note to Sir John, offering its restoration, 
Some time afterward a messenger from the baronet called for the Bi- 
ble, whose conduct was so rude as to give offence. ' I have come for 
Sir William's Bible,' said he, 'and there are four guineas which it 
cost.' The Bible was delivered, and the runner was asked what mes- 
sage Sir John had sent. The reply was, ' Pay four guineas and take 
the book !'"■ — Sl.o/ic'.s 'Life of Brant. 




Eastern view of Camjoh-urin. 
The village of Canajoharie was incorporated in 1829. It is situa- 
ted at the confluence of Bowman's creek with the, Mojiawk, and on the 
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Erie canal, 55 miles from Albany. It consists of about 100 houses, a 
Lutheran church, and an academy. The Radii, a newspaper, edited 
and printed by Mr. L. S. Backus, a deaf and dumb person, is published 
in this place. "The Canajoharie and Palatine manufacturing com- 
pany" was incorporated in 18;};}. The accompanying engraving shows 
the appearance of the village as viewed from the elevated bank of the 
Mohawk, a few rods from the bridge seen passing over the river, con- 
necting the village of Palatine liridge v, ii:h Oanajoharie. 

In the spring of 17S0, the Indians again made their appearance in 
the Mohawk valley. Gen, Clinton hearing of their movements, sent 
orders to Col. Gansevoort, on the Glh of June, to repair to Fort Plank 
with his regiment, to take charge of a quantity ot stores destined lor 
Fort Schuyler. These stores were to be transported in batteaux, 
and carefully guarded the whole distance. Joseph Brant, the cele- 
brated chieftain, ai the head of four or five hundred Indians, was in 
the vicinity, and he artfully caused a rumor to be circulated that he 
intended to capture the batteaux, in order to divert attention from 
other points of attack. This artifice proved too successful; the mili- 
tia of the lower section of the county were drawn off to guard the 
convoy. Brant now made a circuit through the woods, and coming in 
the rear of them, laid waste the whole country around Canajoharie. 
On the first approach of Brant in Canajoharie a few miles eastwardly 
of the fort, the alarm was given by a woman, who tired a cannon for 
that purpose. The following account of this incursion is given by 
Col. Samuel Clyde, in a letter to Gov. George Clinton, dated at Can- 
ajoharie, Aug. 6, 1780 : — 

" I here send you an account of the fate of our dislrio.t. On the second day of this 

instant, Joseph Brim', at the heat! ef abnul limr or live handled fndi,ins and tories, broke 
in upon the settlements, and laid the best par! of the district in fishes, and killed sixteen 
of Die inliatiil.aiils that we have found ; took between iifty and sixly prisoners, mostly 
women anil children, twelve of whom they have sent buck. They have killed and drove 
away with them upwards of three hundred head of catt.e and horses : have burnt fifty- 
three dwe'.iiug-houses, besides seine oiiL-houses, and as many hams, one very elegant 
church, and one grist-mid, and two small foils that (lie women ilod out of. They havo 
burnt all the inhahltanls' weapons find imolenienls for husbandry, se thai they are left in 
a miserable condition. They have nothing left f'o supporl themselves be'- what grain they 
have growing, a.nd that they cunnnf. get saved for want of tools to work with, and very 
lev." In :ir: got here. 

" This. affair hapurncti at a very imforhmnte ln»r, when all the militia of the county 
were, called up to Fori. ^eliuyi.r to guard nine baiiouos: ahonl half laden. It was said 
the. enemy intended 10 take them on tiieir passing to i'orl Schuyler. There was scarce 
Li man left thai, was able to go. It. seems that every thing conspired for our destruction 
in this quarter ; one whale uistricl almo-l destroyed, and the iiost regiment of militia in 
the county rendered unable to help tbcmsolei-s or the public. This I refer you to Gen, 
Rensselaer for the truth of, 

■"' This spring, when we found lint wo were not likely in ok any assistance, and knew 
that we were not ahie to withstand the enemy, we were obliged to work and build our- 
selves forts for our defence, which we had ueaiiy compleied, and could have had our lives 
and effects seoure ; had we gnl liberty lo have made use of them, But that must not be, 
we must, turn out of them ; not that we have any thing against as.sishng the general to 
open the communication to Fort Schuyler, bat still doubled what lias happened while we 
were gone. But i; was sLill insisted on, that there was no danger when we were all out ; 
that in my opinion I.I a re never has bee a such a blunder com mh ted iu I be county since the 
..-ar commenced, nor the uiibLia so much put old ; and to se::e generals here without men, 
is like sending a m:in lo the woods lo chop without an axe. I urn sensible had the general 
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The parents of Joseph Brant, the celebrated Mohawk chieftain, re- 
sided at the Canajoharie castle, the central of the three castles of the 
Mohawks, in their native valley ■ tie appears to have been bom in 
the year 1742, on the banks of the Ohio, while his parents were on a 
, hunting excursion in that part of 
the country.* In July, 1761, he 
was sent, by Sir William John- 
j- ■ -^ » son, to the " Moor's Charity 

/y J school," at Lebanon, Connecti- 

cut, established by the Rev. Dr. 
tbc-iiaSi a/ b™ik a signers. Wheelock, which was afterward 

removed to Dartmouth, and became the foundation of Dartmouth Col- 
lege. The following mention of him is made in the memoirs of that 
gentleman :— 

" Sir William Johnson, superintendent of Indian affairs in North 
America, was very friendly to the design of Mr. Wheelock, and, at 
his request, sent to the school, at various times, several boys of the 
Mohawks to be instructed. One of them was the since celebrated 
Joseph Brant; who, after receiving Ids education, was particularly 
noticed by Sir William Johnson, and employed by him in public busi- 
ness. He has been very useful in advancing the civilization of his 
countrymen, and for a long time past has been ;i military officer of 
extensive influence among the Indians in Upper Canada." 

In confirmation of these statements ii may be added, that he trans- 
lated into the Mohawk language the gospel of St. Mark, and as 
the Rev. Mr. Stewart, the llpiseopal missionary, in translating a 
ber of religious works into the Indian tongue Brant being a neign- 
bor, and under the influence of the Johnson family, he took up arms 
against the Americans in the revolutionary contest. " Combining the 
natural sagacity of the Indian with the skill and science of the civil- 
ized man, lie was a formidable foe. He was a dreadful terror to the 
frontiers. His passions were strong. In his intercourse he was affa- 
ble and polite, and communicated freely relative to his conduct. He 
often said that during the war he had killed but one man in cold blood, 
and that act he ever after regretted. He said, he had taken a man 
prisoner, and was examining him ; the prisoner hesitated, and as he 
thought, equivocated. Enraged at what he considered obstinacy, he 
struck him down. It turned out that the man's apparent obstinacy 
arose from a natural hesitancy of speech. 

" In person, Brant was about the middling size, of a square, stout 
build, fitted rather for enduring hardships than for quick movements. 

* Tins Indian mum (if liriuir \i-as Thitynirlnwjai, ;i word siffiiil'yinjf, it ia said, two- 
slii'.ks.of-vniii'1-h:iii!id~li.iS':t:i'\r. it' ting ^vnimli. rise li;'« ill' ISlmll'.. in two octavo vol- 
umes, has been recently written by tin- hits William L. iStnui?, K.-q., edllor of the Com- 
mercial Advertiser. New York. This vahsable ami iii/lily interest:^ vviirfc is one of great 
research, and embrace a lull hi.stiny of Ike bolder wars of the revolution, and much 
other matter connected with Indian history. 
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His complexion was lighter than that of most of the Indians, which 
resulted, perhaps, from his less exposed manner of living. This cir- 
cumstance, probably, gave rise to a staLument, which lias been often 
repeated, that he was- of mixed origin. He was married in the winter 
ofl779 to a daughter of Col. Croghan by an Indian woman. The 
circumstances of Ids marriage are- somewhat singular. He was pres- 
ent at the wedding of 3Iiss Moore from Cherry Valley, who had been 
carried away a prisoner, and who married an officer of the garrison at 
Fort Niagara. 

" Brant had lived with his wife for some lime previous, according to 
the Indian custom, without marriage ; but now insisted that the mar- 
riage ceremony should be performed. This was accordingly done by 
Col. Butler, who was still considered a magistrate. After the war 
he removed, with his nation, to Canada. There he was employed in 
transacting important, business for his tribe. I !.c went out to England 
after the war, and was honorably received there. He died about ten 
or fifteen years sinee, at Brantiord, Hakiiman county, Upper Canada, 
where his family now reside. One of his sons, a very intelligent man, 
■ has been returned to the Colonial Assembly." 

The following is an account of the taking of the three Mohawk cas- 
tles, which were situated in tins vicinity, by the French and Indians, 
in the early settlement of the country. It is drawn from Coklen's His- 
tory of the Six Nations. 

In January, 1692-3, a large body of French and Indians, amount- 
ing to six or seven hundred, started on an expedition from Canada, for 
the purpose of punishing the l.'ive Nations, who bad the previous sum- 
mer carried the war into Canada, and in small parties had ravaged 
the whole country. Count de Frontenac chose the winter season 
for this incursion, when the enemy could not, without great hardship, 
keep scouts abroad to discover them, or their allies, the English, give 
assistance. 

On the 15th of January, they set out from la Prairie de Magda- 
teine, and endured innumerable hardships. The ground was at that 
time covered with a deep snow, and the ioremost, inarching on snow- 
shoes, beat a track for those which followed. At night the army was 
accustomed to divide itself into small groups, and each parly to dig 
a hole in the snow, throwing up the snow all around, but highest to- 
wards that side from whence the wind blew. The ground was then 
covered with the small branches of fir-trees, and each man, wrapped 
in his cloak, with ins feet pointed towards a fire in the centre, would 
thus pass the night. 

They passed by Schenectady on the 8th of February. The two 
first forts of the Mohawks being in the neighborhood of the English 
settlements, were not fortified, and were therefore easily taken. At 
the last Mohawk fort, which was strongly garrisoned, they met with 
considerable resistance, and the French lost thirty men before the In- 
dians submitted. The Indians at Schenectady having obtained infor- 
mation of the capture of their castles, sent to Albany for assistance 
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to pursue the enemy, Col. Peter Schuyler, with a body of militia, 
regulars, and TndifiriK, pursued the enemy on their retreat, and had a 
severe skirmish with them. On the 20th, Col. Schuyler was obliged 
to give up the pursuit, the weather being very cold, and provisions 
scarce. Schuyler lost only 8 men killed and 14 wounded. The 
French lost 59 men in killed and wounded, besides several by desertion. 

The French arrived at their settlements in a state of starvation, 
having been obliged to eat their shoes on their march. 

The village of Fort Plain is situated on the Mohawk river and Erie 
canal, 15 miles from Fonda, 12 miles from Cherry Valley, 22 from 
Coopers town, and 60 from Albany : it consists of about 80 houses, 2 
churches, a banking house, printing office, and a number of mills. 




Ancient Blockhouse, Fort Plain. 



The above is said to be a correct representation of Fort Plain, from 
which the village derives its name. 

" The furl was situated on the brow of the hill, about half a mile northwest of the vil- 
lage, so as to command a full view of J hi' valley, tut! the rise of the ground, for several 
miles in any dlrechon : and hence il. doubtless thriven its nunc, bcciuse its beaidifn: loca- 
tion commanded a •plain' view of the surronntimg country. If. was erected by the gov- 
ernment, ua a fortress, and piaoe of rcli-fiit. :nul safety for the lull anil an Is Find families in 
ease of incursions from the Indians, who were thou, rind, indeed, nnne or less during (he 
whole rcvolulionuiy wur. lofes!ing t h ■_■ settlements of this whole leyit'ii. lis form was an 
octagon. hav::e; part-holes for heavy ordnance ami nniskets on every side. It, contained 
three stories or apartments. The first slnry was thirty fret in diameter : the second, folly 
feet; the third, fifty feet ; the lasl two stofi-s pnijoelim.' tiro I '. ■ < ■ t . as represented by (he 
drawing aforesaid. 11. was coosl.roelod thniiijil ov.it of hewn tiuiber afiout iiftccn inches 
square ; and, beside- 1 1 1. ■ port- holes n foresaid, the second and third stoiie.-; had perpendicu- 
lar per- -hole- through those nans (hat |nojecled, so ;i« lo allied th"- iegolu-s and militia, or 
settlers jrarrisonetl in the for', amioyiao facilitee of deli-nee for Iheiuscivcs, wives, and 
children, in ease of close assault Iron, the relentless savage. Whenever scouts came in 
with tidings that n hostile paiiy was appiaaehiajr, a. eiainon was lired from the fort as a 
signal to rloe to it for safety. 

'■ In the early pari of the. war then; was built, by the- in bobi loots probably, at or near 
the site of the one above 1 1 escribed . a ' o r ■_ . :i . ■ u.o a, of ma; era's i i.ooisl ruction (hat ill com- 
ported with till' use niul iiun.vs: s for wlveh it wan iul ended. This induced government to 
creel another, (For! Fiaiu.) under tile superintendence of an ovporiuieed French engineer. 
As a piece of are hit cot ore, il was well v, roughl a. id neally finished, run surpassed all I ho 
forts in thai, region. A lira' the termination of the revolutionary war. Fort Plain v.aa used 
for some years as a deposit e of military liiorea. lni.l'-f i he din-el ion of Cautmn li. Hudson 
These uteres wi.ro iinally ordi red. by the Tiered ;J4;,s -'ov, rnment to he removed lo Ah 
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bany. The fort h de.mnlisheil. Xot.hinfr of ir remains '--scent a oaciuiiv allation or trench, 
which, ah hour;!] nearly obliterated by Hie plouirli, still indicates to lire curious traveller 
snilioieiil. evidence (11 i! I ortili cation in diiysby-a -."■ -Full. Hlui.nJ'oiiriin.l, Bee. 3d, .lt!.')7. 

Iieiuirick, a ce'cbrrtled Indian chieftain, lived in this lown. He is 
sometimes called old Ivmg Hendrick, and the groat Hendiick. 

'■ ' The. site of iiis house,' mivs Dr. Dwi;;ht. p is a handsome e.bvi-.lion, commanding a 
considerable prospect of the 11 l i ^r ! r ■> : j ;■ : j j ;z conniry. Jl will be sufficient to observe here, 
II j :it for capacity, brivcry, vigor of ]i-.::i:3, anil him liveable iiili'm-ily united, ho excelled all 
tin; abongiinil iuiiiibil.-j.ul a of the United StiilM of whom any kiiow.edea; has come down to 
tin! present tiirn.'. A £>-.i llci nun of very respectable chsMoi.er. who was present at a coun- 
cil held with file Sin Nations, by (lie giwevnor of _\ew York, ami s'a-?i.i jjnils nf distinc- 
tion from New England, informed mo that his iigjrc. and coii'item-mee wore singularly im- 
pressive and coiTiiiirirulinjr ; tiial his oloqiieucft was of tin 1 same superior cha'ii.otor, a;id that 
he appeared i;s if born lo control olln-r men. nnd posseted an air of majesty mirivalicd 
within his knowood^c.' la the I'Vonch wars iir ; .cd i'orili hi- Mohuw'.i warriors and fought 
side by side, with Sir WillLm Johnson. Through ilII liie- intrigues of the French he re- 
mained fni'ldiil to lib alliance." 

Fultonville, on the canal, 1 mile S. from Fonda, 57 miles from Al- 
bany, is a village of about 60 dwellings. St. Johnsville, 77 miles from 
Albany, on the line of the railroad, has about 40 dwellings. Stone 
Arabia, a small village 3 miles iN. of Canrvjoharie, is the place where 
a small stockade wan erected d.tri'ing the revolutionary war, called Fort 
Paris. When. Sir John Johnson was ravaging the valley of the Mo- 
hawk, in 17S0, this fort was in command of Col. Brown, with a gar- 
rison of one hundred and thirty men. Gen. Van Rensselaer, who 
was pursuing Sir John up the valley, having received information that 
he intended to attack Fort Paris on the 19th of Oct., despatched or- 
ders to Col. Brown lo march out and check his advance, while he fell 
upon his rear. Col. Brown accordingly sallied forth, and gave Sir 
John battle near the site of a former work, called Fort Keyser. Van 
Rensselaer having failed to advance at the appointed time, Brown's 
force was too feeble to check the progress of the enemy. Col. Brown 
fell gallantly at the head of his little division, of which from forty to 
forty-five were also slain, and the remainder sought safety in flight.* 

* Colonel ltriuvn was a brave- soldier of hijrli moral worth. He was early in the. service, 
and was engaged i:i llin disastrous campaign in t'uii 11:11. ( 'ol. .stone, in bis Life of Brant, 
states that Col. Hrnwii delected, or believed he delected; n design on tin; part of Gen. Ar- 
nold to play the traitor when I lie Ainoiienii army was at Borci, 'ay 1111 attempt to run off 
with liift American dot ill;; and soil out lo (Sir Cay (.'nrlolon. During 1)10 winter of 1776-7, 
while Arnold ami many oilier officer; were quartered in Albany, ;i. d i 111 enliy arose between 
him and Col. Brown. The In.t1.ei published a iia;uiliill severe-iy rchYctiiig on Arnold, and 
concluded with these roniurkabl'- word- — " 1/i»i. 1/ is thin man's (imi, and to get enough 
of it lit. would wit: /ice his country" This publico! in 11 prod need quite a sensation anieng- 
the officers. Arnold was greatly excilod -, he. applied a vaiiely of coarse and harsh epithets 
to Col. Brown, culiing him a sooinidre', nod threatened to .deft him wherever ho should 
meet him. This coming to (he ears of the hitler, he prooeeilrd to the dining place of Ar- 
nold, Where a company of officers were iisseriihlcd : on: a:; ilireol :v up to A I unit:, lift slopped, 
and looked him in the eye. After a pause of a moment, he observed 1 " I understand, sir, 
that you have said you. v:ouid kick me. : I i,mr- prcs' at inysn'/ lo g;ec yon. on niij/ortitnity 
l.o put your threat into execution .'" Another brie;' puns:; ensiu-d. Arnold opened not his 
lipe. Brown then said to iiim — " Sir, you arc u dirt:/ seou.n'Lei .'■'-' Arnold still remained 
silent. Col. Brown, nftei apologising to the ^entlemoii present, for his intrusion, left the 
room. Arnold appours in Inive iiepl nn nnhioken siienee on Ibis o;;easiini, which can only 
bo accounted for on the s apposition tlia.t lie feared t.o provoke inquiry on the charges of 
Col. Brown. A monument to tho memory of Col. Iliown has recently been urcctea by 
his soil, at .Stone Arabia. 

20 
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The county and city of New York are of the same extent, com- 
prising the whole of New York, or Manhattan Island, about 14^ miles 
long, varying from half a mile to two miles in width ; area 21 f square 
miles, or 13,920 acres. It is bounded on the north and east by Haer- 
lem and East rivers, south and west by l.he 1 ludson, or by New York 
bay and the suite of New Jersey. The legal subdivisions of the county 
and city are the wards, 1? in mimber, of various extent, according to 
local convenience. Agreeably to the charter of New York, its jurisdio 
tion extends to the lands under the adjoining waters as far as to low- 
water mark on the opposite sides. The compact part of the city is at 
the southern part of the island, and covers about one-sixth part of its 
surface. Its latitude and longitude, reckoned from the City Hall, were 
determined in 1817, by order of the corporation. n< follows : N. lat. 
40° 42' 43" ; W. long! from Greenwich, England, 73° 59' 46", and E. 
long, from tiio city of Washington 3° 1' 13". 

" Tin" number of ioii'diiitis m the comnnct pari nf the cily of New York is 33,1 1G ; of 
which there arc user.; us [ire'.voiaos, 'aslillciios. timnorks, anil the like, 46 ; as dwelling 
houses exclusively, lli.loH : as dwcllinjrs ivirfi si, ops, (i,!ii4 ; as stores and offices exclu- 
sively. 3,8.15 ; as taverns and private boarding-bouse-. ";j(i ; a? ball is, U ; us factories, with 
engines equal !o 1 1 '..HI burse-power. 7-1 ; as lariro t a o lories, villi labor-saving power, 172 ; 
as private Rubles. 2,603; as livery sUliies, lii?; us dairy si allies, 57 ; miscellaneous, 1,355. 

" Tim vrd nation of real oslale in (be citv. as corrected bv (be board nf supervisors in 
1S-10, is ffl87.3L>a.;i.l ; and of personal cs:a!e, *(;5,(.IJ3,HI1.' A;:;! rebate, 8;Ji->.i>:i5,5]3. 

" Brant If 10 to iS-M . Ilie corpora: ion ba- expended for opo.mn^, v. ideniiijr, and improv- 
ing streets, &c., $6,375,317. 

" Tiso total aiuoiril rb -lived from Hie til v, l>v ilie stale, from auction duties, from 1816 

fo if-i!j, iiir.us-.vc-, ^ §--i,a--io,sa7. 

" 'Hie roceipls into ibe generai treasmy durhir (be year IF in, from tbc ordinary rev*-, 
lines of Hie Pity, from (be- negotiation of ils stocks, mid from tbe management of its ' trust 
accounts,' mchubno- tbc cash on hand at tbe, oonmieacemenl of the veer, amounted tc 
$6,004,610 12. 

11 The amount of v-nrranris drawn upon Ibe Treasurer, lor the- ordinary expenses uf (be 
ciiy government, the payment of ils pie-ril-lhur debts, fur ils disbursements on the public 
works, and on its ' I rust accounts.' imlud'UM- tbe werraius nni-iaiiiiiu- at ibe commence- 
ment of the year, uniounlr.d lo.Sfi.iiu7,-. > i;ori.l; from whicli is io be deiiuoled Ibe warrants 
outstanding and imclaimt-rl at iln; close of Ibe- year. amountinc Io silt",!^!) 50. Tbe re- 
suit showing the actual uinouttl ouid bv ibe Treasurer, diuiui.- die var. to lie- S5,~3!l.-i;iJ 
04; and the cash balance in (ho treasury ,fun;iar; J si, iS-tl, lo be §174,179 08." 

Population of the several iVards in tie. city of .:ve«; Yorl: in 1845 and 1850. 

1845. 
37,359 
1.3,378 

iiiJ.UJ 

;il,li::< 

19,433 

19,343 16th ward, 53,887 40,337 

25,503 17th ward, 43,780 27,147 

36,846 
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The bay of New York spreads to the southward, and is about 8 
miles long, and from 1 \ to jj broad. It is one of the finest harbors 
in the world, generally open for vessels at all seasons of the year, 
but is, at rare intervals, obstructed for a few days in very severe 
winters by ice. The currents in the bay are rapid and strong, cir- 
cumstances that are of great importance in keeping the port ot New 
York open, while others further to the south arc obstructed by frost. 
The usual tides at New York are about six feet, and the depth of 
water sufficient, for the largest, ships. The bay contains Governor's, 
Bedlow's, a.nd. Ellis' islands, upon which are strong fortifications 
guarding the approach to the city. There are also fortifications on 
Long and Staten islands, eimunandiu;: the narrows. 




Stadt Buys, built 1643 — razed 1700. 

New York derives its origin from the colonizing and commercial 
spirit of the Hollanders, and the general spirit of adventure which 
prevailed among the maritime nations of Europe after the discovery 
of the western continent by Columbus. The Dutch immediately 
after the discovery of Hudson in 1609, began to avail themselves of 
the advantages which his discoveries presented to their view. In 
1614 or 1615, a kind of fort and trading-house was erected on the 
southwest point, of Manhattan or Now York Island, which was named 
New Amsterdam. In 1614, an expedition from South Virginia, under 
Capt. Argal, was sent out by Sir Thomas Dale, and took possession 
of New Amsterdam. At that time there were only four houses out- 
side of the fort. But an ammgement. was soon after made with the 
Fitmiish government, by which ihe Dutch remained in possession of 
Manhattan Island, and of the trade of the neighboring country for 
fifty years. 

The above is a representation of the ancient " Stadt Huys," or 
City Hall, which was built early in the Dutch dynasty, in 1642. It 
was built of stone at the head of Coenties slip, facing Pearl-street. 
About the year 1700.it became so weakened and impaired, that it was 
sold, and a new one erected by the head of Broad-street, which was 
afterward the Congress Hall, on the corner of Wall-street. 
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S.EVi' i'Ci'RK COUi'JT''d, 



The city was laid out in streets, some of them crooked enough, in 
1656. It then contained by enumeration ' 120 houses, with extensive 
garden lots,' and 1000 inhabitants. In 1677 another estimate of the 
city was made, and ascertained to contain-"-; 368 houses. In the 
year 1674, an assessment of ' the most wealthy inhabitants' having 
been made, it was found that the sum total of 134 estates amounted 
to £95,000. 
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During tbo military rule of Governor Oolvo, who hold the city for 
one year for the stales of Holland, alter ils re-capture from the British, 
every thing partook of a military character, and the laws still in 

Preservation at Albany show the energy of a rigorous discipline. 
'hen the Dutch mayor, at the head of the city militia, held his daily 
parades before the City Hall. (>S:adt T-Iuys.) then at Coenties slip; and 
every evening at sunset, .ho received from the principal guard of the 
fort, called the hoofd-wagt, the keys of the city, and thereupon pro- 
ceeded with a guard of six to lock the city gates ; then to place a 
Burger-vxtgt — a citizen-guard— a s night.-wat.dics at assigned places. 
The same mayors also went the rounds at sunrise to open the gates, 
and to restore the keys to the officer of tiie fort. All this was surely 
a toilsome service for the domestic habits of the peaceful citizens of 
that day, and must have presented an irksome honor to any mayor 
who loved his comfort and repose. 

" It miij- amuse so:;ie of i'.'.c pn:p:r:t <>rnr.ration, so little n~'. :1 lo Du'.i-l; nsrauj, to lfsrn 
aornc of the titles one.c so I V . r l : L : . '■ : n- ir: V-.iv Yerk, ami nrnv so !iUlu u:ii;ersU>ud. Such as — 
lie User Oiikier, <ir II<ii>f<l-Si:!r,ti.l--]U;jt-t)K.r'AY. De Fincaef, :ir I'n/iaecur ffera.— Allot' 
ney General. ll'co-.'fcc-^crs— O.i^i'ilir.jis of orphan?. limj.MJivsUrs— Rem-Ja:eis (if 
fences. Groat Burwredd and Khia tlur^m ,:!,t— The aivar and mi:i:I', citizciishiii, 
which then marked the two orders of soeiir.y. Jli/el-TiLanler— The Weigh Master. The 
Sihnnt. J'hc SLi.-iJL'.: ■■.:■:■:*;,,.: '■:■■■■ >■ /■•■■■<,:.; lhtti valsJ llic city ' ::.; in all cities of 

the t'alherlar.a,' Gehehn Zschryvtr— Recorder of si!(;rei»."- --(f arson's Olden Times l 
New York. 
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The preceding cut shows the principal buildings standing on the 
present site of the city of New York in 1659. The following de- 
scription of New York at about that period, is copied from " Ogilby's 
America" a large folio volume illustrated by engravings, published hi 
London in 1671. This work contains a. view of Nonnn Amsteroda- 
inum, (as it is called,) similar to the engraving from which the annexed 
cut is copied. 

" li is piai .:-.i upon lV> r-.tv* of llie ]> In n:i \la-ili;;ian!! toehiiig towards liio Sen ; oncom. 
pass'd wuiii Hadsoii's River, which is six Miles hrnad, the :n« n is compact and ovul, wish 
very (air streets, a:«l sevetal good Houses; lue res 1 , are bciil mnoh after the manner of 
Holland, to the. number of about fern lumcTcd J.-i-uus.jw, which in lUose nuris live held con- 
siderable : ll|io:i out siftc of liic Town is James-Fort, capable lo Urn U ire o Hundred .soul, 
diers ami Oliiccrs ; il badi faur ljuw.iuns, furry Pieces of Camion i ) ] o u 1 1 ■ t d ; (lie Walls of 
Scone, lined with a thick Rainuui". 01 Earth, woii accommodated witii a sprint of I'rcsli 
WtUer, always farr.ish'd v i'.h Arms enil Ammunition against Accidents : Distant from die 
Sou seven Leagues, il affords a safe entrance, nivn lo rmshilf.ti Pilots ; under the Town 
fide, ships of any if., rl lien may rule seciu-o again-: ei:y Hi..,- in-- ; lie t'i .rrcnt of the River 
being broken by ibe ml., r] j ■"-■-- i " 1 ="■ j i of u stu.ali (slui ■.<'■, which ims ;i mile oisliur. from the Town. 

11 About ten Miles : : rom .Ne" 1 York is a place cnjl'd Hell ( eUc, ivfieii being n narrow pas- 
sage, chore runneth a vioient Stream i;oi:i upon Flaod and Ebb ; and m ibe jiikHlis lie some. 
Rocky Islands, which the Current .sols so violently upon, that il. dircalens present Ship, 
wtsok j and upon lite I\ocd is a lai-rt Vfimhvhui, winch coifmuaily settos I '. :■ r i ■ ■ n '."■:! ■■us 
roaring ; cnoiuih to aiiiigkt any Siiran.-ivr iro:n pa--in;t tardea ; :ind !o w.aii fur some Ciiuron 
lo conduct him 1 1 l l - -: j " , :-■ ] i ; yet !o lltose wlm are 1 aoo.ti.mt'.u li:' 1 '. or no eargor : It is u place 
of great Defence against a.ry Enemy coming in liia: way, which a smaii Foriilicafuui watiid 
absolutely prevent, ane iieaossitaie loom to eomc in m the West End ef Lang Islann by 
Sandy Hook, wV.ote Suaum [siimd form's ihern wirliin thr- Command of the Fori e.t Ivew 
York, whicli is one of the besl Pieces of Ui feneo in die North purls of America. It is 
built most of Brick and Stone iini covcr'd witii lien and [lack Tire, unci toe Land being 
hij:h, it gives at a distance a mo-: pleasing prospect 'o the Syce la tars. The nihabilcnts 
consist most of English and Diucb, and have a considered.; trade with Induius i'oi Beaver, 
Otter and Rackoon Skins '.vim ;nher '(■'hits ; as also for Hear, Peer, and Elke-Skins; and 
arc snpply'd with Vnnisaii and Fowl in liio winter, ur.d Fish in die Summer by iho l:idiniis, 
udiieb rbey buy a; an ensie TIa-.e ; and nnviug [be Ooiuiu-cy ro.:nd idiout them, and are 
oontiuuiLJIy fnmisii'il ■■■.ilji ji'.i such pro vise, ris us are not rliul for lii.. Life of Man, nol onely 
by lire Kuiriisli uni.l l')..lcli n-i'bin ii-.oir ouu, ! . . 1 1 lii^vviso Iiy li,'- adjacent Caiani, :■:. 

"The iliinbiu.liLiis, o: Uveal l!.:\i:r l:., : ng :ln: i.bieb -:, r.r.ving v.dib two wide Mouths 
vvusii'd die niii_c:y fsiaiu; Wi:ior.«!.ks, bills mlo f.c ()<■■ an. 'I'ue f-.ji.l;:crr. Mai.li: f.cni-'d 
Port Miiy, or Godyns Buy. In ibe njidiiie thereof bus :i:i Jsi.nrul eall'd ' The E-cates Island ; 
and a httic hidici :::i : Manhaa.aiLs, so c.nll'd from 'be .o'.i'ivos which on tire Ea-t sitie of the 
River dwell on tin: Main Comment. They aie a eia:e: |,c;, , : , and i-u. mies to the Holland, 
to r=, as ai-a! c-i" the i-ar::ians icnich iesit:c tni ibe W- :ru Siaj.e. Fa idler up are the 
Mackwaes a-.n Mahikatis whii;n esuitiutauiy AVtir, one aiiantsl anolher. In like munnev 
ull the T'lhabilini's 0:1 the West Side of the River Manhattan, arc, commonly at enmity 
wllii those that possess ibe Kusicri Suoie : v.-!hj also iis'd. 10 iie at variance vvilh the IIol. 
hinders, wlieti us tin; olfer People! al !uc WiMinini kepi gijtid correspondent!!' witii them. 
On n small lsluntl near ibe Shure of the Muekivacs, lay iiiriueny a Fort, provided with two 
Drakes and eleven Stone duns, yet was tit last deserted." 

" The settlement and fort continued to bear the name of Nieuw 
Amsterdam, by the Dutch, down to the time of the surrender by 
Governor Stuyvesant to the English, in 1664. Then for ten years 
under the rule of Otis. JYicolls and Lovelace, acting tor the Duke of 
York, it was called New York ; but in August, 1673, a Dutch fleet, in 
time of war, re-captured it from the British, and while exercising 
their rule for their High Mightinesses of Holland, to the time of the 
peaoe in 1674, they called the place New Orunsr, hi compliment to 
the prince of Orange, arid the fort they called Willem Hendrick. 

" The city being restored to the British by the treaty, was re-deliv- 
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ered to the British in October, 1674. The fort then took the name 
of Fort James, being built of qua.draniniln.r form, linving lour bastions, 
two gates, and 42 cannon. The city again took the name of New 
"York, once and forever. 

The following extracts are from a pamphlet publication by J. W. 
Moulton, Esq., entitled " View of the city of New Orange (now New 
York) as it was in the year 1673." 

" Fort Ainrierooin, "piiitumt Jrtmc<.For/. /.;,■ <h Eifelsche. Fur: Aiu-rerdam. otherwise 
called James-For; by ine English. Tae name olli'dnilv >,ivf:s folk fort in 1.S73, was ' tort 
Willem Hendrick.' Ii was first erected and finished in 1C35, by Gov. Van Twiner, neg- 
lected In- Governor Kj I'i, repaired and surrounih :l bv a sneic wall by Governor Sluyvc. 
sant, arid demolislicd, and ihe groand h-cdled in l;9i'J and '91. It was situated directly 
south of llie Bowling green, on high ground, was in shape of 1 regular square, with fout 
bashuus, hiL.-.i. iwo ir:!io~, mid mucin ed torty.iwo cannon. 

■' Ccre.f'.nnea-de Kerch. The reformed J>nie.h church was erected within the fart, by 
Governor Kiei't, in lu'12. It wus of s-oiro, and covi-ret) wii.li oak shingles, which exposed 
to the wcadtor, soon resembled a!a:c. The moiivcs Ibm lethced Govi.Tiii.iv Kief: to became 
the founder 01" the iirs: chmch in this city, may be hc-st rehired in the words of ciinuiin i>a. 
vid Pielersz de V.-ic/ ' arlilh.ry rnecsiei van 't noordcr Qa; rdciy who pcifi.umet.l three \oy. 
ages 10 New Nedicrlatids, assoeaced v. m Kiihaen V.i:. Rciisalier and oihcrs. in llidO, ;o 
colonf/e this region, an.oiupri/d a e.ahiny at die IIore.K.II en tii,: Delaware, in the time of 
Van T wilier, and naolicr on * Snellen Kylandt,' which he sustained til! die trouble-:, with 
the. Indians in thojarier time of Kief! drove him to ahandau the coimrry. De Vriez ob. 
serves : ' As I was every day will: Commander Kii-i'r, di.ne.g generally ut his house when I 
happened to be at :i:e fori, he tnhl me one day dial ho bad now made a fine tavern, built 
with stone, for l.iie English, 'ny whuiii, <is dioy passed ciiudnualiy will Inch vessels from 
New England io Virginia, he bail f.iliiaed rniu.-ti, anil who now imgbt ia!:o lodgings [here. 
1 told him this wail very good for travel'.ers, but tlnil we wan ed \<:ry leaky for out people 
& church. It was a shame that when the English pu;scd, they should see nothing but a 
mean bum., in whieii we iieri'eTined our worship : or. die oamrmy, the iii'sl thing that they 
in Now England die, when ihey bad hid!:, lice dwcllirigs, was la erect a fine church: we 
ought to do 1 he same, i: being sr.ppnsed l:.ai lie; Wosi I idia Oumpany were very zealous in 

pro'eoliug die Reformed ei-meh iCalvhii.-a; againsi die Sj :-n lyramiy, that we had good 

malertids for it, lino oak wood, tint: bmhl.ng sionc, g i.„.| jinn, made of oyster shells, being 
belter than our lime in Holland. Kief: asked me rheii who would like to attend to this 
building? I replied ihe lover- of die reformed religion, us oerlainly some of them could lie 

found. He told rue tha: he supp ised 1 mys.i If was f ll.cm, as I made die proposiiion, 

and be supposed I would cmiirdmi.c a hundred gni de is ! I replied ilia: I agreed to do so, 
and that as ho was Governor, he should be liie lirsi. We liieti eloeied .Toobcm Pieiers/, 
Kuyler, who having a set of good hands, w.o.ld soon procure good limber, ho being aiso a 
devoid Calvinisl. We cleoiod else Jau Glaesi l>amcn, bceause lie lived near the fur:, and 
thus we four " Kerk inecslois" foru;ei.l 'a.- brst cuirsislory 10 sapcrinteml ibo building of (he 
church. The governor should furnish a v.w IbouKind guilder; of ihe company's inor.ey, 
and would try to raise the remainder by subscription. The ebureh should be. built in the 
fort, where it would be free from the d'arnhidoris of die Indians. The building was soon 
starimi of slone, and was covered by fargiish earpoaiors wib slaie, split of oak won J,' (that 
is, wiib oak shirgrles, whieii by rain and wind so,, 11 beciuiie blue, and resembled sl;ne.) 

! ' The contract for the creed en of mis church is 11 pun record. Il was made in May, 
1(143, before the secretary of the 7\ew NelliorLmds, bidween 'AVildam Kieft, e.hnreh- 
wurdon, nl the reqin s: of his bredimn, '.'::<■. church- warm. 11; of die church in New Nether. 

land, and John Ogdrei of >' a -f: ,:■:■:, I liie bard Og.len, who coninictcd to b'.ild the church 

of ruck-stone, 7:3 Ice: long, 5:J broad. Laid I(i fi:.e: hig;h idi,jve the -oil, tor :!,50il guilders 
(£41ti 13 4) " in beaver, cash or merchandize, !o w ::, if l':.e. church -ward ens are satis- 
lied with the work, so Ida:, in llicir judgment, die ii.aiii) <milders si.ai; have been earned— 
tlicn said churcli.wimiciL- wib. reward diem vrifii aue humireii gnii 'iers (,£1613 4) more," 
in the mean time u=sisi them wh< never ir is in their power, and allow them the use, for a 
ir.cnlli or six we< hs, 0;' he Company's boat, io fiei.ilaie die carrying <:i die a'ane [hither.' 

"The church was not completely finished miiil die litsl year of Cmernor ^myvesanl'.-i 
administration. In July, 1017, Ire and two odiers were appendce keru-iueeslcrs, (chuveh. 
wardens,; to s::peinre:id :i:e work, and i-cnipU :.■ i: :i;,' , suing- winter. 

"The town bell wils icmoved to lids r.'.-.aeh. besides de> oliiee of calling die devout to 
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meeting, and announcing die hour of retirement at night, the be!'! was appropriated few 
various singular uses. In October, ].f)3~i, a fomnlr, for slandering the Tim. V". Rogarduii, 
was condemned to appeal ul furl Amsterdam, and before the governor find council, 'to 
declare in public, »i tic siiuniiiisii of I, ha hell, dial siio know die niinisicr was an honest 
and pious man, and that she lied falsely.' 

"In 1G39, all mechanics and lnborers in the service cf ihe Cjnjjsiirsy commenced and 
left work at (lie riiiiiiiiX <>j Ihe i>ril, and i'.r every neglect forfeited double the amount of 
their wages, to the use of itit; attorney-general. 

" In 16-17, all tavern keepers were prohibit.ed, by the placards of Governor f5uiy\esnnt 
anil council, from ui , c.om:;i;j'.Lif::i4 any cjtibs, or s 1. 11 i ; ? _r any urtiiiL li:pioVj;"/ijr lite ringing 
tiftJte ball, at nine o'clock in the evening. 

In HUB, two runaways were .^ : . 1 1 ir 1 1 ■: j 1 1 1 . i into conn by die ringing of Ihe be:!, '.<> dciraj 
diem selves. And io lt>"7, n.a on I in a nee was passed by die coinmon council ef New York, 
imposing a fine of si.* sinkings on any uip-nln.i ul' ;:io corporator, and j '.icy men, who should 
neglect to appear m court at i.he third ringing o/ tin hull. The bell-ringer was an. 
eicntly the court messenger. Li lb 111, amio his muiiiiarinus oiiuinl tiuiie.s, he was to ' as. 
sist in burying ibo dean and attend to tall the bell.' 

" The proclamation of governor Lovelace, issacd December 10, 1672, is a document loo 
curious to be omitted, I: wr,5 in the following words:— 

" ' Whereas il is Iho'jgiil ennumiciil mul necessary, h obredrnce to bis fraercti Alajt sty's 
Commands, who cmoyncs all his subjects, in their distill i : eolonyes, to enter into a strict 
Allynnce and Corri aj ondency with < aoh oilu-r, a; likewise fiir the ndvimcement of Nogo.. 
tiadon, Trade aiai Civill Commerce, and fur a more speedy lulelliirouoe. aod Dispatch of 
affayres, I'lnt a messenger or Fos! Ik ... authorised to sell fori si iVoiu dus City of Xew-Yoriie, 
monthly, and ihcure to i.ravailo io Bos: on. from wiieneo will. in that moiiili hee shall re. 
turne againe to ibis Ciiy : These are therefore to give notice to all persons concerned, 
That on the first day ul'.faoian-y nest (loT.'l) the messenger appointed shall proceed on Ilia 
Journey lo Boston : 11 any therefore have any loiters or small portable goods to bee con- 
veyed to Hartford, Conner neat. lioslon, or any other |!iLr;a in The Road, they shall bee 
carefully delivered according to die Directions 1 ■ v' a sworne Messenger and Post, who is 
purposely Imployoil in that Affayro ; la die inicriiu those dial bee disposal to send Letters, 
let; tliem bring them lollie .Vtn?!iay'.i n/li'ti:, where in a loekl Bos ihey shall bee prcscrv'd 
till the Messenger calls tor dann, All |icrsons paying die i'ost before the Eagg bee scald 
up. Dated at New Yorkr this lUlii day of December 1672.' 

" Stuyrrsarit liui/s. Governor ^-nyvesiiir's house or dwelling was buiil about four 
years before he "oiti ndcr: H iiis govf run unit :n die Faig'.ish. It fronted the public wharf and 
stood on the west due of ihe prcscni Wiiiieliiill-stieo;, m-ar!v npp.isiro die commencement 
of the present Water-street. 

" The po'iiie wharf ami Inober or tioek, were bull! !iy tl.e h urge musters of the city about 
the year lfiSS. Here w.sseis loaded ami i.iuioaded, innl n wliai-fane. dir.y was exac;ed at 

first of eight slivers per last. The harbor iva= eonsnaie.ie il to aeci liO'.'inio vessels and 

yach's, in wliiir.li, during ninter, die bar.piis s:atioued diere migiil be sitiii'oiI against llio 
floating ice; for wbieb large ii--i-:s paid ammally 'one beaver, and smaller in proportion, 
to the city, to keep it io order.' Tins wharf and harbor arc now a part of Whitehall. street, 
Who' in' ! .dip having since been formed into the river. 

" Be Waegh. Tiie weigh, or balance. Tins was erected in Kinrl, by Governor Slny- 
vesant, and the stanoard Hanglit and measure kept in. i.e. b: danced to use, was according to 
thoso of the city of Amsterdam. To tins standard nurebanis i\crc obliged io conform, and. 
to pay the ijttJMfslfi for mailing their weights; and measures. Goods were here also 
bra-.;gi)i in 'iiuiit and wididieii, bidine ibey were stored in the public slore.housea. 

" In front of tec City-Hall were also the atoe'is and wd:;pping-post. The ducking-stool, 
or rather clicking. stool, was not yet creeled. !io[widis:anding the Lmheran minister in KITS 
pleaded in. bar to a public pros..- ca'.ion a gains; lm;i :.ir stria lag a femnln t'ait she ' provoked 
him to it by scoldnr-: Tim Vlnieh bad Ihe credit of iiiiror.iiieing die wouden-horse, bin the 
cuekitiLr-s-ool was reserved b.'V die superior ingenuity of iiio Kngiish, wi.o deriving a sane. 
tion for their want of gallantry iVnui l.iio iminfimorial auti:orily of liadr Common Law, or- 
dered in Febreary, lli'Jt), ' at a loeedng of a grand Committee of the Common Council, a 
pillory, cage and ilucititig.slool to lie fordnvil.h built.' " 

The following relation from Knickerbocker's New York, of the 
manners and customs of the early Dutch inhabitants of this city, al- 
though humorously exaggerated, is by no means devoid of historical 
truth. 
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" I will no- grieve their patience, however, hv dosrribi ig minutely ihe infioaso ami im- 
provement of New .Auisicriiaui. Their own Ijiis^iiiiLi !o-ia will doubikes present to ihent 
ihe good burghers, hl-ie so many poms-liking and prrsrviring beavers, slowly and surely 
pursuing their- labors— they wi.i hi kohl ih<: prosperous transformation tVuin dm vude log-hut 
fo 'lie stately Dttick miutsion, with hi-ii-k tic-m, j- i:\Ki- :l windows, nn.l tiled roof— from the 
tangled thicket to tke luxuriant e ihbagc garden ; ami iVimii I lie ski: iking Indian 1o 'lie pon. 
dorous hurgminisiei-. In a won], 'liey wil: picture to ihe, selves fie steady, silent, and no. 
deviating march to prospciily, incident to a ciiy ccslilr.ic ofpride or iim'-ation, cherished by 
a 1'u I government, ami whose citizens (In tioibiug in a hurry. 

" The sage come ii, as has been mentioned in a prcc< din;! ehapt. r, not being able to de. 
(ermine upon any p:n:i for die building of tl.oir ciiy— tho o m's, in :i iimdable fit. of patriot. 

ism, took it under their |ieeu:kir churg-c, mid as they ■.■■■ijiii io .1 from pas-u:o, c-nimlishcd 

paths through the hashes, en each sice of wdiich die good folks l.nnli lla ir houses ; which 
is one cause of the rumbling ami pi;;' tires. pic mms ami luhyrmlns. whieh distinguish eertrdn 
streeta of New York at this very day. 

" The bouses of die higher class were -,<' nornlly constructed of wood, .~^i;i-;it:nrr the ga'rc 
end, which was of small blank mid yellow Dirndl briclis, and always laeetl on the street, as 
otir ancestors, like .'licit descend! u :■., v, etc very lui.ch given 10 outward show, and were 
noted for pulling ike best leg foremost. T:ee ho.ise v.'us always I'urmshct; writ abundance 
of large doors a:;o small windows on every Hoot ; km date of its erection was curiously 
designated by iron ngnics 0:1 lk.e front, ;ind on iiic top of the roof was perched a fierce 
liitle v.'oa'horeock, 'i> lei lite family iolo me jumorlniil secret, v.l.leh icuy the wind blew. 
These, like the weathercocks en fuo lops of eur sleeplcs, pohiicd so imiuy dlllerent ways, 
that every man could have ti wind to his mind ; — lee 1:111*1 si ii tnn.l loyal citizens, how- 
ever, always went according to tiie weathercock oil the lop of :he governor's, house, which 
was certainly the. moil correct, as he hod a '.rusty Muwaii! employed eveiy morning to climb 
up m:u sot it to the right quarter. 

" In these good i::.y. el ::.| 1 ::y re'.d sunshine, a p:t:-:don [■>•: i.htanliitrss was lite leatllna 
princ.itde in demesne economy, and llie imiveisal t< si of an aide housewife, — a character 
wdiich formed the nimesi amlnm.ui of eur ru eu ^iiU'iied gi-aiuhnoiiie.rs. The front door 
was never opened except on inaiTiiges, lunends, new year's e'.ivs, file resiival id" St.. Nieh. 
olus, or some such great occasion. L'. wns (irniiineuted with a ;orgeous hrass knoekcr, 
curiously wroughl, sometimes in lite device of a dog, and sometimes of a lion's head, and 
was diiily haioished »J:i sueli religious y.eal, lltnt. it wits olithoes wofii out by the very 
precautions taken ro;' its preservation. The 11 hole house was rot. s: airly m a slate of inun- 
dation, under tiie nisei [ill tie of mops aim 1, rooms imd snubbing hiusiies; and the good 
housewives of llioie ihiys were :>. kind of ;i ;i 1 ; lii'if j- 1 - aduuil, eeiigaiing e.teeedhtgly 10 he 
riidihlingin water— ieiomucli ihnn tin hismrnui of the cay g-aveiy telis us, that many of his 
townswoiiien ;r:e^ r to have w. bl-ett Ihteers like niii.i n eluek ; and some of them, he had 
ii! Lie doubt, eoule the malmr lie examinen inlo would ho iounil to hnvc the tails of mer. 
maids — tint this I. look t.pou to be a mere spoil ot fancy, or what is worse, a wilful misrep- 

'■ The grand parlor was the sanctum Siiuctiinini, wliy-ij the passion for denning was 
induiged w iibotit control. In this saeteii upiirir.en. no one was iiciiuiti.ed to enter, exoept. 
ing ihe misliess and her eonlideutiiil maid, who visited it once a week, fur Ike purpose of 
giving it a tliurougli cleaning, and putting 1 kings Io rights — a! way 1 : taking die precaution of 
leaving their shoes at die deer, and ein. .leg devoutly on di; ::■ sioeking feet. After scrub- 
bing the floor, sprinkling i: wiih line white sand, ..hum was eemmsh stioked iulo angles, 
and curves, and rlennouiiii wiih a : ■ ixj ■ .■ : 1 1 — oiler woshing ihe windows, vuhhitig and polish- 
ing the furniture, and putting a new lunch of cveigreens in die iiieplaco — tho window 
shutters were again closed m keep out rite flies, and the room carefully locked up until the 
revolution of lime brought round ihe weekly cleaning day. 

"As to the family, tiicy always entered m a; die gate, and mosl generally lived in the 
kitchen. To have fu-.n a nunuriats housilinh; assembled around 1:10 lire, one would have 
imagined that he was tianspotied buck to those happy days of primeval simplicity, which 
float before our imaginations like golden vise.nis. The ho places wefo of a truly patriarchal 
magnitude, where die whole family, old and yomig, master and s»rvoitt, black and white, 
nay, even the very eat and dog, c moved a Com m unity of piivilrge, and had each a right to 
a earner. Here the old burgher would sit in perieel sdem.e, p-.iil'mg his pipe, looking in 
the fire with half-shut eyes, and thinking of nothing for hours mgethor; ihe goede vrouw 
on the oppasi'e side wo;, id einp'oy Inese I' eiligenlly it: spirming yarn, or knitting stockings, 
The young folks would croud around ihe hearih. listening wit I: breinnless alteuiion to 
some old crone of a negro, who was iheoraele of the fmndy, am; wdio, pcreiied like a raven 
in a Cornet of" the chimney, would c.-eiui lei'h for a lony wmie; a fa.- 1:10 on u string of in. 
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y-ediblo stones al.iotit. New Hngland witches — grisly ghosts—horsr:; without heflda— and 
hairbreadth cseapcs iiud bloody eiiooinneis among die Indiana. 

"In tlnis'sUsappy days a wi/ll.-iTgiilaico itniuly always row; ■-■. i:h ibe tlawit, (ibied at eleven, 
and went to bed at sundown. Dinner was invariably a private meal, and lire far old 
burghers showed inoonti stilde fyt::piui!'.s i>r (!is;.]:p.oba[ion and uneasiness ;.t brinp surprised 
by a visit tVuui a migbbor on an h ae; ;i?if>ns. lint tiiOKgh our worthy ancestors were thus 
singularly averse (o jinny dinner.-, yi-r ihey kriu up liie soe ; al b(:uJ« <u intimacy by occa- 
sional barii.tietin.'.'s, called tea parries. 

" These fashion abl,; pariu.-.s win; j/cnuru'.iy eij:dl:n:d u tin: higher idasses, or noblesse, thai 
is to say, such as kept their ewn cows, ami drove their own wagons. The company com. 
jnoniy assembled, tu three o'clocl;, arid went away r L ho-.!t six, unless, it was in winter time, 
svheri the fashionable hours were a liuis cai'ier. ihiit -he ladi;"- nik'ht jjpt limne before dark. 
The tea table was crowned with a huge ear. lien ilisn, wi'il sr-:j;-c-i± with slices of fat pork, 
fried brown, cut up into morsels, ami swimming in gravy. 'I'm'- eiijnpauy being seated 
around the genioi hoard, and cacn iunr.flied with a tori;, evinced iln.'ir ibj.il.eri!)' in kmnch. 
ing at the fattest pieces in this mighty dish— in miie'i die same manner as saiiors harpoon 
porpoises at sea, or our Indians spenr saimnn in the lukes. Sometimes tlir table was graced 
with immense apple pies, or saucers full of prew; v, ■:■ ;i, h'iii. - :.i .i | , ;.■■-■ ; but it was always 
sure to boast no enormous dish of balls of sweetenoa uoagh. tiled in hog's fat, and called 
doughnuts, or oly koel-t?--a delicious kind of cake, al present scarce known in this city, 
excepting in genuine Dutch families, 

" The tea was served out of a majestic delft teapot, ornamented 
with paintings of fat. little Dutch shepherds arid shepherdesses tending 
pigs— with boats sailing in the air, and houses built in the clouds, 
and sundry other ingenious IliUeh fantasies. The beaux distinguish- 
ed themselves by their adroitness in replenishing this pot from a huge 
copper tea-kettle, which would have made the pigmy macaronies of 
these degenerate days sweat merely to look at it. To sweeten the 
beverage, a lump of sugar was laid beside each cup — and the com- 
pany alternately nibbled and sipped with great decorum, until an 
improvement was introduced by a shrewd and economic old lady, 
which was to suspend a largo lump directly over the tea table, by a 
string from the ceiling, so that it could be swung from mouth to 
mouth — an ingenious expedient, which is still kept up by some fami- 
lies in Albany ; but which prevails without exception in Communi- 
paw, Bergen, Flat Bush, and all our un contaminated Dutch villages. 

" At these primitive tea parties the utmost, propriety and dignity of 
deportment prevailed. No flirting nor coquetting — no gambolling of 
old ladies nor hoyden chattering:' and romping of young ones— no 
self-satisfied struttings of wealthy gentlemen, with their brains in 
their pockets — nor amusing conceits, and monkey divertisements, of 
smart young gentlemen, with no brains at all. On the contrary, the 
young ladies seated themselves demurely in their rush-bottomed 
chairs, and knit their own woollen stockings ; nor ever opened their 
lips, excepting to say, yah l\L/n/isr. or yah. >/a. I ronw, to any question 
that was asked them ; behaving, in all tilings, like decent, well-edu- 
cated damsels. As to the gentlemen, each of them tranquilly smoked 
his pipe, and seemed lost in contemplation ot the blue and white tiles 
with which the fireplaces were decorated ; wherein sundry passages 
of scripture were piously portrayed — Tobit. and his dog figured to 

freat advantage; Raman swung conspicuously on his gibbet, and 
onah appeared most manfully bouncing out of the whale, like .Har- 
lequin through a barrel of fire. 

21 
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" The parties broke up without noise and without confusion. They 
were carried home by their own carriage 5, that is to say, by the ve- 
hicles nature had provided them, excepting such of the wealthy as 
could afford to keep a wagon. The gentlemen gallantly attended 
their fair ones to their respective abodes, and took leave of them with 
a hearty smack at the door ; which, as it was an established piece of 
etiquette, done in perfect simplicity and honesty of heart, occasioned 
no scandal at that time, nor should it at the present — if our great 
grandfathers approved of the custom, it would argue a great want of 
reverence in their descendants to say a word against it. 

"In this dulcet period of my history, when the beauteous island of 
Manna-hatla presented a scene, the very counterpart of those glowing 
.pictures drawn of the golden reign of Saturn, there was, as I have 
before observed, a happy ignorance, an honest simplicity prevalent 
among its inhabitants, which, were I even able to depict, would be but 
little understood by the degenerate age for which I am doomed to 
write. Even the female sex, those arch innovators upon the tranquil- 
lity, the honesty, and greybeard customs of society, seemed for a 
while to conduct themselves with incredible sobriety and comeliness. 

"Their hair, uulort.ured by the abominations of art, was scrupu- 
lously pomatumed back from their foreheads with a candle, and cov- 
ered with a little cap of quilted calico, which fitted exactly to their 
heads. Their petticoats of linsey woolsoy were striped with a va- 
riety of gorgeous dyes — though I must confess these gallant garments 
were rather short, scarce reaching below the knee ; but then they 
made up in the number, which generally equalled that of the gentle- 
men's small-clothes ; and what is still more praiseworthy, they were 
all of their own manufacture — of which circumstance, as may well 
be supposed, they were not a little vain. 

" These were the honest days, in which every woman staid at home, 
read the Bible, and wore pockets — ay, and that too of a goodly size, 
fashioned with patch-work into many curious devices, and ostenta- 
tiously worn on the outside. These, in fact, were convenient recep- 
tacles, where all good housewives carefully stored away such things 
as they wished to have at hand; by which means they often came 
to be incredibly crammed — and I remember there was a story cur- 
rent when I was a boy, that the lady of W Outer Van Twiller once 
had occasion to empty her right pocket in search of a wooden ladle, 
and the utensil was discovered lying among some rubbish in one cor- 
ner — but we must not give too much faith to all these stories ; the 
anecdotes of those remote periods being very subject to exaggera- 
tion. 

"Besides these notable pockets, they likewise wore scissors and 
pincushions suspended from their girdles by red ribands, or among 
the more opulent and showy classes, by brass, and even silver chains 
— indubitable tokens of thrifty housewives and industrious spinsters. 
I cannot say much in vindication of the shortness of the petticoats; 
it doubtless was introduced for the purpose of {riving the stockings a 
chance to be seen, which were generally of blue worsted with mag- 
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nificent red clocks— or perhaps to display a well-turned ankle, and 
a neat, though serviceable, foot, set off by a high-heeled leathern 
shoe, with a large and splendid silver buckle. Thus we find that 
the gentle sex in all ages have shown the same disposition to infringe 
a little upon the laws of decorum, in order to betray a lurking beauty, 
or gratify an innocent love of finery. 

" Frum the sketch here, (riven, it wi'.l be seen ilint. our coed i:i"!r.(hi cithers did'ore'l consid- 
erably in their ideas of a lioe ihnii'e. iicm -heir soarnily dressed desociidant.s. of the present 
day. A fine lady, in those times, wadd.cd imiiiT more. denies, even ira a fair sunona's 
day, than would have clad the whole bovy of a modern ball-room. Nor were they the less 
admired by the gentlemen in conse queuce tin reof. On the contrary, the greatness of a 
kivcr's passion seemed !.o increase in proportion id die magnitude of its object— and a vo- 
luminous damsel, arrayed in a dozen oi'peKiooutf , v.-ss declared by a Low Dutch sonnetteer 
of the province to be radiant as a sunflower, and (juitiani a- a full hi own cabbage. Cer. 
tain it is, that in those days, the heart of a lover could not contain more than one lady at a 
time ; whereas the heart of a modern gal Ian: has of\-:i room ciioudi io accommodate half 
a dozen. The reason of which I conclude to be, that either tho hearts of the gentlemen 
have grown larger, or the persons of iln; ladies smaller — this, however, is a question for 
physiologists to determine. 

"But there was a secret charm in 'hew- pcl.iio.ia^s, which no doubt entered into the oon. 
sideration of the prudent gallants. Tin; wardrobe of a lady was in mose days her only for. 
tune; and she who had a good stock of pcideoa'.u and s:a.ckie.(;s, was as absolutely an 
heiress as is a Karusehirka ti;i;sis.; ! willi a stoic of bear skins, or a I. upland belle with a 
plenty of reindeer. The ladies, therefore, were very unions to display these powerful 
ai fractions 10 '.lie gicnlcsl. ad vantage ; and the best, rooms in the hoe.se, instead of being 
adorned with caricatures of dams nature, in water colors and needlework, were always 
hung round with abundance of koioespuo nariucms, tin-- ma until a; lire, and the property of 
the females— a piece of laudable ostentation that still prevails among the heiresses of our 
Dutch villages. 

"The gentlemen, in fact, who fi'incl in the circles nf iho t,niy world in these ancient 
times, corresponded, in m-.ist particulars, with the bcauicoc.s damsels whose smiles 'hey 
were ambitious in deserve. True, it. is, th.-.ir merits would innkc Lv.it a very inconsiderable 
impression upon the heart of a modern fair ; (hey r.chhrr drove il'.eir curricles nor sported 
their tandems, for as yet ti:o.-c truuily veliirlcs wore not ever. liiDinn* of— neither did they 
distinguish themselves by Licir l.-riliianay at liio lalue, and their consequent rencontres with 
watchmen, for our forefathers were ol' loo pacific, a disposiiiori to neid those guardians of 
the nhdit, every soul 'lirouirnoul i.iio I own being sound nsle. p bctovo nine o'clock. Neither 
did they establish liie ir claims ::, gouhlity at the expense of their tailors— for as yet those. 
offenders against the pockets of sciuciy, and liic :raiii|ui : .ii'.y of a'.i aspiring young gentle- 
men, were unknown in New Amsterdam ; every goiu.l housev. -iu: ^uiile 'he chillies of her 
husband and family, uird even the goedo vrouw i.,f Van Tw : ,!|e; himself thought it no dis. 
paragement to cut oui no- hu-haud's li:is; ; y wooisey galligaskins. 

"Not but what there ,vcre some two or three yiii-i-.isicrs wd-,o manifested the first dawn, 
mgs of what is called lire and spiril. Who lied a'.i J ah or in con tempi ; skulked about docks 
and market places ; loitered in the sunshine ; .suuaiii.lorer: svlni: iitlio money they could pro. 
cure at hnsllc-cap and ohiiek-furibbig, swore, ho sod, leugh'. cocks, and raced their neigh. 
bor's horses— in short, wdio promi-ed to he trie wonder, inc. lalk, end aboniioation of the 
town, had no; their stylish career been unfortunately cut snort by an affair of honor with a 
whipping-post. 

"Far other, however, was die truly fas': il nn aide gcn'lenian of those days — his dress, 
jvhich served fir both morning arid evciu;:g/, slreet. ana drawiii.c-rooin, was a linsey wool, 
any coat, made, perhaps, by the fair hands of the mistress of his affections, and gallantly 
bedecked with ab um I nnc.e hi large brass buttons. — Dull' a score of breeches heightened the 
proportions of his figure— Ins slwcs wore decorated by eiionuous copper buckles — a low- 
crowned broad-brin uuod bat ovo.'shadewcr, his bur'.y visage, and Ins bah dangled down 
his back in a prodigious queue .of ee] skin. 

"Thus equipped, he woidd manfully sally forth with pipe in mouth to besiege some fair 
damsel's obdurate heart — not such a pipe, good ivnOcr, as that widen Arris did sweefly tune 
in praise of his G-alatca, but of one ol' true dell": roaoi:l'a,.tine, ami f.u:.ished with a charge 
of fragrant tobacco. "With tiiis would he resoiuie'y s;.*, ismself down before the fortress, 
and rarely failed, in the process of time, to smoke the fair enemy into a surrender, upon 
honorable terms. 



HosledbyGOOgk 



164 NEW YORK COUNTY. 

" Such «! iii'.' happy reign "f Veov.ter Van Tw : llcr. celebrated in many a long-forgotten 
song as the real golden age, the res', being nothing Inn countem i: copper, washed oeiu. In 
thui delightful period, a sweet and holy eabn reigned over the whole province. The bur. 
Buniastcr smoked bis pipe in peace — the substantial setucc of his domestic euros, after hot 
daily mils wore done, sal soberly at the door, with her arms crus.sod over her apron of 
snowy white, wiiiio-j; being iasulcd by ribald Mirer walkers or vagabond boy.'. — those 
unlitcky urchins, who do so iufosi our streets, display big '.tudor llif: vos.es of youth the 
thorns and briers of iniquity. Then it was that the lover whh ion breeches, and the dam. 
sol with petticoats ol' hah' a -fore, induced in all tlie innocent endearments of virtuous love 
without fear and without reproach ; fur h out lino that virtue tu li ;ir, which was defended 
by a shield of good linse.v woo he vs. equal uc U nst to the -even, o-.i-l hides uf die invincible 
Ajax. 

" A!i j blissitt , am; never to be forgotten age I w-lu-n ovi :y 'lung v. as be' let ilirin il has 
ever been since, or ever will he again — whet; Ijurteruulk Channel* was quite dry at low 
water — when the shad in the Ibiosiui were ail salmon, and when the moon shone with a 
pure and resplendent whiteness, instead of 'but melancholy yellow light which is the conse- 
quence of her sickening a I me aba ml mm ens sin; ev< ry night w'.iui s-e.s in this degenerate 
city! 

"Happy would ii have been far Xew Amsterdam could :i always have existed in this 
state of blissful rgiioratiee and lowly simplicity ; but alas '. the days uf childhood are too 
sweet to last! Chics, like met), grow out of teem in time, n:rd are doomed alike to grow 
into the bustle, the cares, and miseries of the world. Lei no man congratulate himself, 
when he beholds, the child of his bosom or the city of Ins birth increasing in magnitude and 
importance— let die history of his own life teach him die dangers ol the one, and this ex- 
rc.jeiii liiile his:. ay of Mtnnahatta convince him of the calamities of the other." 



The celebrated -Negro l.'lat, 1741, oi'c.n-.ed whet: there were about tc:i thousand inhabi- 
tarns in ibis city, of winch one si nil pari were negro slaves. 

" After a lapse of a century, wo look hack wih as'uulshuie.'il on liu; panic occasioned by 
the Negro Flu", and the rancorous hatred diat prevailed here against die Roman Catholics. 
To judge frein tradiuun, and the jainoai of me proceedings against the conspirators, no 
doubt can be had of ibo actual existence .if a p'ot. ; but its e Me it! cotud never have been so 
great as the terror of those rimes depicled. The very tnode adopted to discover abettors 
by mutual criminations and confessions, tenth d in rlio progress of the trials to inculpate 
every negro slave in ihe city. We accordingly find, that the number ni conspirators daily 
increased. As ii was impossible to prove ail equally gi.lhy, die ringleaders only were ex. 
ecuted; and those who, in save their lives, piead guiliv. and threw themselves on the mercy 
of the n.uir', were transported. 

" Insurrections aue conspiracies were- at this ja: the West India, islands, 

and great apprehensions were entertained of un .- -.: ■. .. -. ...- French and Spaniards. 
These circi-.nisiauces aggravated the horror of a ■ ■>• ■••■ ■ \ ■ ■ . such a degree, that the 
white inhabitants, regarding every negro slave a- ni ini'ini aiy and an assassin, earned 
rl ;■■"-■ :i|i:i-i ieasions arid ve.se nrrnitht beyeeid rdl bo . ids. 

" A holy haired of tin: Human (.la 'holies was ;■ iii ,. |- 1 -.1 ..- ideated by church and 
state. Our Duieli fori ilulu -., gl .win- wi it ail [y reformers, emigrated 

to this eouu'ry shortly nf-er "be c:ua-,elpalion of I .,.,.,..., .\^... t ..'audi from the Spanish 

yoke, and fostered all the rancor ef 'heir race against Tauiees and Spaniards. It was the 
policy of die Eiigl:-h government, after the en. pics', to cherish tins animusily, and iho.ie 
of our readers who were hern and educated beit.-re- the American rtvobuion, will reculiecl 
how religiously ibey were taaglit to abhor die Tope, Devil, and 1'ie i en i lei-. The act of our 
Provincial Assembly, against. Jesv.iis a. 1 (I Papist n:ie-:s, [ia-sed rid William arid Mary, and 
which combined in lull force until our independence, was owing, net unly to these preju- 
dices, but tu the expused .sit'.tatiun uf die calony, the northern frontier of which was bounded 
by Canada, at that time in possession ef I' ranee, the natural and ever.darkig enemy to Bug. 
land. The intolerant spirit uf this ae' shews the horror ami detestation in which the Reman 
Catholics were belli, and wili accoitnt why i\o low of this profession existed in this city and 
colony before the revolution. 



little creek whicl.t separated ihc uiamltua.i In. in 
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"Tn estimating this singular event in oar colonial history, the circumstances of the times 
should be duly ooriKidereu, brum-, we. too hasiily condemn the bigotry and cruelly uf out 

predecessors. Tin. advaiuac-esol' n lion in I, I ii i>f the p nicest cmc-.idon, was the happy 

lot of very few. Interconrso between die colonies and die moiiiw- comitry, and between 
province anri province, was very rare. Ignorance and illiberal p'.-e.i'ijiccs universally pie- 
vailed. Their more, flivort d and < uligh'.cued posterity will th, r, ['■.■re J raw a veil of filial 
affection over the iuvohme.ii-y errors of their fare fathers, and cmala'iiu! their simple, virtues, 
endeavor to transitu! a brighier c\ainpio to llifit successors. "—Hint, of Negta Plot, 8vo. 
New York, 1810. 

" The first suspicion of a plot anion;; the negroes, mid which suhscouenily led to a, full 
investigation and discovery, was caused by frequent alarms of lire, and n robbery cominiltcd 
at a Mr. King's, ' How m bee.ee were taken divers pieces of linen, and other goods, and 
several -liver coins, cineily bp;mish, and medals, ami wioayht silver, etc., to the value, in 
the whole, of sixty pounds and upwards.' Th,; scene ■■■]' dii- famous to':/;., cry was in a house 
in Broad street. On Wednesday, die Isih March, 17-10, alio:;! 1. o'clock, a lire broke out 
of the root of His Majesry's house, a* Fort Goori'C, within ibis ciiy, near the chapel, on the 
east .side, and die wind No" big a vlo'ent ;;a!c al southeast, it =,.un became impossible to s:ap 
its progress. The ciiReus mid engines assembled plum [illy en the ringing of the chapel 
bell, and assisted in saving die records and [Pipers in iho ofhVc .if the Secretary of Stale, 
over the fort gate, whit ii fort'.mafrly were preserver!, a, ■hough in the harry they were tossed 
out at the windows, and die papers blown and scu'tcred. An ahum being given, the peo. 
pie were soon alter fcarfn! id an c.\|ilosian, and stood iduoi', althoue; 1 ] assured by the Gov. 
ernor that it was groundless. In one hour ami a quarter, The Governor's house, and the 
venerable old Dutch Church, were liius consumed. A p'.ambcr had that morning been at 
work, with his poc of coals and snincrlng Iron, M iin mi a leak in die gutter, between the 
house and the chapel, and the high wind bad no doubt blown same sparks on the dry shin- 
gles, or under the caves. On the \!.V.h of .VJ.arch, a week after the lire at die fort, another 
broke out at the .southwest end of the town, and on the 1st of April, another at the east 
end of the town, at Van Zauul's, corner oi" lading's slip and Watcr.slrcel. On the 4th of 
April, two other alarms were made, mid lire discovered ; and i.u the odt, being Sunday, 
Mr. Murray's, haystack, standing near some smoIcs and houses i:; Broadway, had some live 
coals put mstler it, which went out of themselves. On IV1 outlay, ilnee- snore lires occurred, 
and the panic cointneiiceu. Many negroes wen:, arrested, ami iho investigations were long 
and intricate. By die course of lite- cvidene. , i: nppi ared that the ci:y was destined to he 
fired, and the inlaibitanls massacred on cainlng out of the blriglish Cir.rcn in Broadway. 

' : <i5i, Patrick's night uas selected io bcgui :he blooily scene, ami many Irish Cadinlies, 
lately arrived, enlisted In the gang, were- even dctcoi.eu as being concerned. The negroes 
were led on by a vidian named Ilnghson, in whose house diey were freely entertained, 
ami brought their stolen goods, and were sworn to secrecy. Ury, a priest, was also deeply 
concerned. 

"It is somewhat remarkable, thai Londnn has had its Popish Plot and fire; Boston and 
Salem its delusions nf witchcraft, ami _\"cw Y orb ns Negro Plot : and there can be no doubt 
that some innocent persons were at those limes accused, and suffered. 

" One hundred ami li)iy..!onr negroes, arid Iw. nl.y white persons, w eve committed to pri- 
son, of which libydive "ere convicTcd, and scvenly-cigb: confessed. Thirlei.'n negroes 
were burnt at Itio stake, at a place then out of town, tail si'maled near the present in. 
terse en' on of Pearl and Chatham streets, where ihe'r, formerly was a hollow place, as recol. 
lected hy one of our ohlcsr. clhzons, who was preseni at the oieotniuu, and declares that 
the horrible shrichs and cries of die miserable victims si ill dwell on Iris memory. Twenty 
were hang, (one in chains, ' on the island, by the [aea ib r-houso,' where the Arsenal now 
is, in Ebn st reel.) blevcni.y wu.n: transported to foreign parts, viz. Newfoundland, Madeniii 
Ilispaniola, Cape Franc,,;-, CutraCoa, tfarinam, ly.c, coc, and fifty were discharged. 

" Akhoagh the black population has increased from that period ;o Ihc present, in this 
city, yet the proportion they now, bear to the- whiles is touch less than at that time, being 
only oue-cwe.lfib pari.; then they were one-sixth." 

The following extracts are from newspapers published previous to 
and during the revolution : they will serve to throw light on the his- 
tory of the times. 

" iVcni Yin-!:, Nr,r?m!>er 4. ITikl.— The late extramiilnary and unprecedented prepara. 
lions in Fort George, ami the securing of the Stamped Taper in that garrison, having greatly 
alarmed and displcac. d die juhnbitams oi" this thy, n vast tumdier of diem assembled last 
Ftiday evening in the commons, from whence they marched down the Fly, preceded by n 
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number of ligc.is, and having stopped a few minutes ai :ht : Coffee House, proceeded to the 
Fort Walls, where they broke open the stable of the L— t G — -r, took out his. coach, and 
after carrying the same i i--:.i : r-:t the principal streets of the ciiy, in t ;■ L l : u jj 1 1 inarched le the 
commons, where n aalloif; was eree'ed ; on ih:c cr.o (if which was suspended the effigy of 
the peraon whose property the coach was. In his riglil liaiul he held a stamped Bill of 
Lading, and cm his breast was allied a paper vviili the fallowing inscription, ' T/ie /{eicl 
Driiiiutwr in Ihe year 171o ;' a' h:s back w as afii.veu a dram, the badge of In- profession ; 
at tho other end of llie gallows hung die figure of the. devil, a proper companion for the 
o:her, as 'tis supposed il was entirely a. ins instigation he acted ; after they had hung there 
a considerable lime, they carried !he ciiigics, will: ihe gallows eu'iro, being preceded by 
the conch, in a grain! procession ;a she gate if the for;, where ii remained i'ot some lime, 
from whence i( was removed to the Bowling Green, under il;e muzzles of tho fort guns, 
where ii bun-lire was honied lately made, and the drummer, devil, and cntir.h, &c, were 

consumed amidst die acclaiuaious of si ; thousand spectators, and wo make no doubt, 

bnt the L— t G r, and his vile mis, mid ins moriuicuiinn ol' viewing the whole ptnei-ed. 

ing from the ram pur :s of the fort. : But the business of the night nut being yet concluded, 
the whole body proceeded wild dm greatest (a ci ncy and good unit r to Vauxhall, the house 
of M — r J — -s, wi;o, it was reported, was a frioa: to the. Stamp Act, and had been over 
officious in his duty, from whence '.lioy took every in dividual article la a very considerable 
amount; and having .undo another bou-iirc, the wdmlo was consumed in loe flames, to die 
great satisfaction of every person present ; after which liw y tiispcrscd, and every man went 
to his respective habitation. The whole affair was coiiducii it wdtii such decorum, that not 
the least accident happened. 

"The next evening anodior very considerable 1.- :ii y a:-seuib!cd at the same place, having 

been informed that the L— t G r had qualillcd himself for the i.ilslribu'ioii of ihe Hiamped 

paper, were determined to march to the fort, in order to insist upon ins delivering into their 
hands, or to declare :hat lie would no; undertake to distribute die same ; but before this 
resolution, could be e-veciued, the minds of the pcuple warn cased by the L— t G ■ ■ — r's 
sending tii'-. fallowing dech.ratian from tlic fort, via: — 
"TpHE Lieut. Governat declares he will do nothing in Relation :o die Stamps, but leave 

-L it to Sir Henry .Ma. ire, to do as he pleases uii his arrival. C'niiicil Chamber, Nen; 
York, Nor,. 2, 1765. " .Ui/ Order of His Honor. Ww. Easyar D. CI. Con. 

" ' We can assure the Gen demon of ll'.e r. o ig lab o ring Provinces, That every Importer of 
European Goods in this City, have agreed not to Import any Goads from England nest 
Spring, unless the HugLir Act, ami ihe Oppressive and L'tieonsi national Stamp Act are 
repealed.' " 

" New York, Jan. Sth, 17113— Thursday nest is appointed to celebrate the birth of the 
Prince of Wales, when there is to be a < u_ 1 1 die avdllery u this place, and 

the evening is to be concluded wl:h ihe play of ihe Fair ?eih:eui, by the oQicers of the 
army, in a theatre built for that purpuse." 

"'New York, .Dee. IIS, lTt'io. — We arc ciecibly informed thai di ere were married last 
Sunday evening, 'ay the licv. Air. Auclmiutv, a very respectable couple, that had been pub. 
lished at three different limes in Trinity church. A laudable example and worthy to be 
followed. If this decent, and for many reasons, prnpr.i- method of publication was once 
generally to lake place, we should hear t;o more of clandestine marriages, and save the ex. 
penso of licenses, siu inconsiderable sain :M^t hard and distressing times." 

"New York, March lildi, lTftCS. — TTj.i-iii a supposition that the cannon upon the Battery 

in this city were spiked by order of Llcmcnuii'-goverjio.' Celden, his inlay was exhibited 
last Thursday, silt-lug upon a piece of ordnance, prnpcrly onuuued with a drill constructed 
in .such a manner as to he continually working ; at his back hung a drum as a. badge of his 
former profession : On his breast was fixed a paper on which were the lollowing lines ; 
'I'm deceived by the devil and left in the lurch; 
And am fcrei d lu do penance, tho' not in the church.' 
" After it had appeared lit tiie principal stccis of 'he city alleuded by mar.y thousand 
spectators, (although it rained ureal i art of die time,) il was curried to die common, where 
a tire was immedia:c,y made, and the whole consumed by 5 o'clock in the afternoon, 

amidst the acclamations of the multitude, who dispersed directly thereafter The 

affair was conducted with such order and decorum, that no person sustained the least 
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"New York, May 3, ITfili.— -The n'ay adverb sod So be arretl last Monday evening-, 

having given olfunoc to iiiiiny of lbs i j l:- : 's of I his oily, svli i r'nijiiL.-li- ■' highly improper 

dial such t'li I or LiiLmriL- ills sbouid t .vbibncd ::l. i'tiis time nf pub'ic distress, win-u ;rr:i: 

numbers of poor pc-i,-p!<: cat: scarce iind means of siibsis lonce, whereby mar.y persons might 
be tempted ro nogied lheir business, and squander ll:;tt money which if! necessary to the 
payment of their dolus and supplier of their faiir'hs, it E-nit.fj-.;r « as spread about She town 
on Monday, thai if the play wenl. on, dm ib iiiILctlc^ would tiLM:t. iviiirsomc dis; ml iat.ee from 
the multitude. Tliis :i:- v:-:iim: lie- gicaiesi pun of those who intended *o have been there 
from going ; however, many peoele come and isic ploy was begun : Inc. soon 'interrupted by 
liie nmltilade, who burst open the doors, and cmorcd with noise mid lumult. The audi. 
ence escaped in the best manner they could ; many lost iheir hats ami other parts of dress. 
A boy had his skull fractured, and was yeslenlay trepanned ; his n'oiti'it is (ion Infill ; several 
others wire dangerously Imrl, bin ivo heard of no lives lost, The nu;iiin:do immediately 
demolished die house, carried the pieces to die i-nunon, where dier contained them in a 
bonfire." 

From the Neiv York Gazette of August 3, 17G9. 

" lilvl.rucl of a letter to a gcuilemau in 'lie oily froni a eorrestjomiotil in die country, dated 
July 90, — * Sir : As a silicon; iiiend 1 give you a camion ami to be ptirliciilariy on your 
guard against the importation of Ihe.iisi- go^tis ; for 1 fear yoi: will no; gel lliem sold at any 
[■ate, as ii appears qul'e plain hem this hint of tiicis, you may depend upon. Within these 
few weeks I happened lo be present a; .s eve ml meetings of some towns bore, when among 
other things, (hey loos, into iheir 11:0*1 serious consideration die nti'air of buvhig English 
goods from your mcrcluints, mid it was strongly n i-s-iued dins : We. have gone (said they) 

these several year- yo.r. clearing new lands and raising griuii only, I hnvc foolishly nee- 

looted die raising of she. p. and tlax, hcee.use we vainly 1 hong in we could buy (hem cheaper 
a: die stores than make them at our bouses ; until now our cash is wholly earned to Ellg. 
hold for their ftTietrcs, and hero it tins got so scarce, that in a whole town one guinea ia 
scarcely seen in a year's time : so thai when n man goeth to buy any necessaries at a mcr. 
chant's shop, instead of his purse, he must take a n;y:i load of grain, and sell it to the met. 
chant's anil rake his English goods al whaViver prior, lis pleasea to ask. 

" VV'ii ere fore liity nnaoiiiionsly and firmly resoled, isr. Tin* for tin m to buy any more 
Scotch or Lnghsli guocs nam merchants, was in faet a sure wicked way to qualify Britain 
tyrntimeai'y and inflexibly, front tunc 10 lime 1.11 impose upon Americans viha'soevur new 
laws, new adimraliy r.eti -s, or bishop's em. lis liny [neased, to lake nway oar civil and re- 
ligious liberties piect meal. 1111 lii we acid our postcrsiy wete ii 11 ally enslaved as deep aa any 
.■i-iii'.ninri! or African. 

"3d. That therefore, wdiosoever of their town, dicsi [iresume 10 buy any more of said 
British goods, before the resioring of our liberty, sli.jiild be held, reputed, deemed, and 

treated by all bis neighbor.- as an ojaei in y lo :;li die civil and reirmms interests of iheir 

country, etc. &c. 

" T have heard dint a great many towns, tbri.ugk lie inland pa"ts of ibis, and the other 
provinces, lire beginning '0 be greatly alarmed with the Sours of their rnv adiniraily comts, 
and bishop's courts, ecc, and lliereibre an: forniinir re.w.bvs of die same nature. Now if 
you do in these eireunistanees im]iort goods, you will be ruined. Look round and see 
liow many merchants "nave been sent to jaii, and iheir I'aubi'.i s mined by importing English 
g:oi:s, a:.:l •.:■>-. ."rtli::;; litem said to any ttdvaiitiige. Ymirs, &c." 

From the New York Gazette, March 99, 1770. 

;l Last irnlmdtiy night about 11 o'clock, 14 or lo soldiers w ere seen about the liberty. 
pole in this city, which ono of them had ascended, e.jib an intent to t.ake off and carry 
away the topmast and vane ; as soon us they were ins revered, live or six young men who 
were accidentally erossing tiie green 111 iba: time made up towards the pole, to sae what 
they were abou", but tV.oy were immedialcly attacked and driven :.if tin; fo'cen by the so!, 
diers ; who, findinp 'ituV til. y were discovered, and h; 1::/ appreben-ivc that the inhabitants 
wonid be aiarmed, they made off. Soon afier soilio |i(-rs(,ns went into (own and acquainted 
their friends with ihe prnr.eonmris of the soldiers, upon which 1-t or ifi iiersons enmc ut> m 
the green, and goir.g 'o the pole were there surroutideii l:v ■)') or till soleiers, with their cut 
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lasses drawn ; upon which 4 or 5 of them retreated to the house of Mr. Bicker, and were 

followed hvprtrt of the soldiers, who immediately called out for the soldiers from the bur. 
racks ; upon which ihev were .joined hy a v l: r>- considerable bndy who came over the bat. 
rack fence. Mr. Bicker seeine himself and family in tiangor, ami exposed to the insults of 
a licentious anil brutal soldiery, =:r»l wiih Irs havemet fixed, determined lo defend himself 
to the last cx!rci)iity, ami declared ilml ii" wrnild shout the first man Ihai should attempt to 
enter; they several fines attempted to farce ihe under door, "lie uppei door being open, 
which Mr. Bicker kept shut, by fixing the point of ids. bayonet against it, while (hey kept 
cutting and hacking ihe barrel of his gun, in attempting to cm liini down with their cut. 
lasses,— but he soon after go: ihe upper dour shut and hatred ; upon which they strove lo 
break open the front window.-', whielr were idso shut, one of winch they forced open, broke 
the pane? of Hasp, and eu: a!i the frauie 10 pieces, in order to pel into the house. Some 
people who were in the house seeing the inunineril cruiser to which l\Ir. Bicker and hie 
familv were exposed, got on: the hack way and ran r. :J alarm die eitiv.ens. The chapel bell 
was immediately rung, upon ills hearing of which, Ihe soiriicrs rcireah-d precipitately. A 
number of the. citi/ons were up all night and under arm;!, which probably prevented any 
mischief being done, as they repeatedly swore that they would set tire to the house, and 
bunt or destroy every person in it. Gol. Kobcrison, rlu- commanding officer of the regi. 
ment, repaired to the barracks, as scon as he hud no lice :if I be i.Fslr.rbanee ; he imrucdiulcly 
ordered the eontiuels to be conl'iced, am! remained up all night to prevent any further mis. 
chief being done ; and us a number of ir.habitams rightly guarded the pole, till the- Trans.. 
ports with the soldiers were sailed, they were disappointed in cll'eciing their designs 
against it, although they positively swore that they would curry oti' some, part of it with them." 

From the name, December 2i, 1767 
" To be disposed of— the remaining Time, being about three years, of three German ser- 
vants, one a baker by trade, one a butcher, anil the other a laborer. They are very in. 
dnstrhius (rood men, whoso honcsly has been tried, and may he had on reasonable terms. 
Inquire of the printer hereof." 

" Last Thursday being ihe anniversary of ilis Mi'je-'v's hi rlh.de v, wj:.-n he entered his 
30th year, the same was observed here wiih great solemnity. About 11 o'clock the de. 
tachmcnl of ihe train, wiih die 17th and 4(1 lii o gimouls. were paraded on the battery, and 
marched in order by, and saiuiod his Excellency. Genera! Gage ; a! I.ije same time his Ex. 
cellency, Sir Henry Moore, the memhers of Ills Mirtsty's council for tins province, his 
worship the mayor, and the rest id' tiie. corpora riou, rind mes! of Ihe other gentlemen of 
die city, wore assembled :n lover (Icon.!:, v. i :i: re his l\lajis;v's and many oilier loyal hea! lira 
were drank, under die discharge of a Royal Salute from the Fort, which was immediu'i-iy 
followed by a saluie of 21 gnus lb en die Litim.rv Por.r., oti whicli was suspended a. f.'xiu.v ; 
these were answered by ibrco vcllics frcm the troops, live of His Majesty's ships, and many- 
other vessels in our barber, which wills rh'i: 1 colors displayed e-.atlc a very grand and beautiful 
appearance ; the two r< genes) is then returned to their barracks and the train to the Greek, 
and there grounded their arms. Khgim* entcrtamsnents were given at Fort George, and 
Head Quarters, by their Mxeeileneies Sir Hemy IMocre. and General Ci-aire, at which were 
present all the gentlemen of Ibe army and navy, and mos' of the principal genlicmen of 
this place. In the evening the most magnificent hrc. works ever seen in America were 
played elf before a very great number of spectators. Over the gate of Fort George a 
number of lamps were, disposed in sac a i. manner as to repress nt u Rr.r.ir, Chown with a 
Laurel Thee on each side, ami before the door nf ids Fixer llenev Gen. Gage, was exlnb. 
ited, by lamps properly placed, a large and elegant appearance of the Rov.m, Aims; there 
being a general illoiiiualkiu iliroi.iehoi.it the city. The 1 lire ■works were conducted in such 
a manner as showed great skill and judgment in tie pro: colors and operators, every part be- 
ing played elf with the greatest ease imaginable, in die following orccr, viz : — 

First .Set, — Two iigm.l rackets, royal siilu'es of 21 marons, 12 sky rockets, a single 
vertical wheel, a Chinese fountain, a line racket of three, changes and a swarm box, 2 
gerbs, 2 air balloons of crackers and serpents, a Chinese piece wiiii a horizontal wheel, a 
yew tree with a brilliant lire, a nest of serpents. 

11 AcsiiiJ ftl.-Tivu signal rockets, a salute of 10 marons, 12 sky rockets, a double 
vertical wheel, an ilsumiuaied globe, a lire tree and swarm bos, 2 air balloons wiih crack- 
ers and stars, 3 fixed lveecs wiih dot: bio ver'ical wheel-, a t»:igc of tou:iiains,ayewiree of 
brilliant iire, !.'. nests e-f serpents. 

" Third A-'.— -Two s : gn:il roekcis, a tah.;tc of 17 mrirc.ns-, 113 sky lockeis, 2 signal ver- 
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tical wheels, a cascade of brilliant fire, a line rocket of three ehanpes tint! swarm box, a 
range of fountains, two air bailootis with serpents and si an-, a Chinese piece with a hori- 
zontal wheel, an illuminated yew tree, a star with brilliant rays and glory. Conclusion. — 
A flight of rockets." 

From the same, January 29th, I7G7. 
"Wednesday hi-.' several gentlemen arrived here fi-oiu Quebec, in Canada, in 12 days. 
They came over the mountains on snow-shoes to Crown Point, and from thence down 
Lake George on the ice. The river St. Lawrence was not frozen over at Quebec when 
they came away; and we are lob; in list' hardtst weather it s< biom is frozen [here before 
tin- month of I'c'oruaiy."' 

"New York, May 7, 1772.— On Satin 'day last Mr, Momajmy's ncirrn man who had mis. 
behaved, and was a renin r bible drunkard, wits so:.: to IS.idcurll, a:;<i underwent the usual 
discipline of tie hi,nr.t for sue!, n_[!'«ncas, viz, u plentiful (lose of warm water and salt to op. 
crate as an emetic, ami of lain;) oy. as a purge, in priiporiion lo the e o its *itu lion of the pa. 
tient. Of these he look aboul 3 quarts nf tbe one, ami L>J spoonfuls of the other, also a 
gill of New England nun. which opernifo very powcricily, attended with a violent sick- 
ness which obliged him to lye down, ano bc'wecui C and 11 at ni/tht he was discovered to be 
dead. He had been drunk ibrce dines that cay before ho was broualit to liridewell, and 
was not sober when ihe discipline he;>an. Si veral p':r.-i: inns nrai mi;.;r:ji! attended, the 
body of the negro was opened and no i narks of iiobmro e\renii:l or internal appeared : the 
coroner's inquest hrmitrh; in died' l crdn" ilia', ho died of excessive c: ricking, no. operating 
with the effects of die medicine he had taken. Jim dial Mr, Dobbs, (die operator,) was 
innocent of his death." 

"New York, lkcew.li:: 21, I') 73. —His Fix co. II ei icy die Coventor having sent to White, 
head Hicks, Csq., Mayor o r this city, die sum c:\ two hundred [annuls, which ho most mu- 
nificently ordered to be unified in n licviusr die croc errs t olnccs of bit-tress confined in the 
cily gaol. We have die pleasure to inform '.be public; that nrar thirty persons have been 
entirely released from imprisonment, anil rbosi v. hose debts were too large to be cleared by 
this gracious homily have- had a very comfortable provision made in wood, &c, to carry 
them through the winter." 

" We hear from Dutchess Ctuin'y titer die II Mi Sc.ci'l, iaviui: received die sum of fifty 
pounds from his .Cvoolleney Governor Tryon, to be dislrrbu'cd for l.be relief of debtors 
confined in his gaol, bus applied tna; money in die manner prescribed, and cheered many 
indigent men whose misfortunes had reduced them !o uielancboly durance. The gratitude 
of these unhappy persons on this jo-acinus arrection to them cannot be described." 
By His RxtE:.i,::.v..; i. 'll'iHiniii Oi .•■'.■</. i'-,'., Cop'ain General anil CovcrtiOur in Chief of the 

Provinces of New York, NVw Jersey, and Territories lliccon dep ending, in America, 

Vice Admiral of die same, and Colonel in His M.ajcsiy'-s Army, &c. 
To any Protestant Minister. 

Whereas there is a Mutual Purpose of Mariaire between Jacob Glenn, of the City of 
Albany, Merchant, of die One Pursy, and Elizabeth Cuyler of die same Cry, Spinster, of 
the other party, for wluco ibcy have desired my Licemse. and ji;v.. aivei; Kcud iqion Condi- 
tions, Thai neither of diem have any Lawful Let or Impediment of i> re-Contract, AfHnity 
or Consanguinity lo hi ruler tbeir being j i ■;■ r ed in the. II---!y TJfi:i<> ef Mariniony '. these are 
therefore, to Authorize and Imnower you ta Jovi die said .Tucob Glenn and Elizabeth Cuy- 
ler in the Holy Bands of Matrimony, and them to Pronounce Man and Wife. 
Girsn. und\-r my J hat! or.d i 'ero : -aticr Srj'. ad >■'■■:' h'^orge, in ~Xnc Ytir!;, Ihe Sixtni-uth 

.Day of Oe'ober, in tin- Si.tth. Year of the Feiza of oar ' Horireii"! Lord (.IfclOBGVl the. 

Secmi'il, hi/ tin: th-iicr of God. of G'n-it. Britain, Fronce and Iredand, KJ.\G, Defender 

of Vie Faith. Armor; ; Domini 17.12, 

W. COSBY. 

HENDK. MORRIS, D. Seery. 

From the Connecticut Journal, Nov. 90, 1775. 

" On the 20th of this month sixteen respectable inhabhaurs of this town, (New Haven,) 

in company with Cant. Sears, set out from this place for Ens; ami West Chester, in tha 

Province of New York, to disarm the principal tones there, and secure the persons or Par. 
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eon Seabury, Judge Fowler, and Lord Underbill. On ihoi; way (hither they were joined 

by Captains S'-'illici, RichimJs, and Moiid, villi about ?'J ir.cn. A.l M airineek they burnt 
a small sloop, which was purcbascd by government fur Mic pmposre of eaiTyiug provisions 
on board the Asia. At East Che-net they sui/.na Jinks IV.v.-ler, and then repaired to West 
Chester and sciv.tre.d Peaoury and Underbill. Having p ■.-- ~ ■ ~ —--?--■ i til cm solves of these c a hill's, 
they sent them to Conneef.out under a strong guard. 'J'lis main body, consisting of 75, then 
proceeded to New York, which they entered at noon-tin; on hurseijaek, with bayonets 
fixed, in the jrrcatesi rcindiiriiv weni down ihe main street, and drew up in dose order be- 
fore the priming oflice of the infamous .lames RIYINItTOIn. A small detachment enter, 
ed it, and in about ihree quarters of an Injur broicr:.! ■ill' die jivi :"j. ■ i priL part of liis types, for 

winch lbjv offered to give an order on Lord D.i orr. Tiiev then fac. d and wheeled io 

the left and marched out of the town to tho tune of YAXKl-R TIOODLE. A Vast con- 
course of people assembled at the coffeehouse bridge, on ibeir leaving the ground, gave 
them three hearty cheers-. 

"On their way heme. 1'iey r.lisan 1 ail thr torics that lay on ihch roule, and yesterday ar- 
rived here escorted by great number of gentlemen from the westward, the whole mailing a 
very grand procession. T"po:i their ci:l-a;;ce mlo lown they vri re saluted with Ihe disohaige 
of two cannot:, and received by the inhabitants will: every mark of approbation and re. 
speet. The company divided into mo parties, and continued ihe d.'iy iu festivity and inno. 
cent mirth. Captain Sears relumed in company win, iho O'dier gcnllomen, and proposed 
to spend the winter here unless puljhc business should require his presence nl New York. 
Seabury, Underbill, and Fowler, three uf li:e diisliiidly pi'.jtesters against the proceedings 
of iho Cotiliccnlal Congress, and who it is believed had concerted a plan for kidnapping 
Capt. Sears, and conveying him on board of the Asia man-of-war, are (with the types and 
aims) safely lodged iu ibis lown : where i; is evpcc'ed Lord I'mi. ihi I will have leisure to 
form the scheme of n Ijcreiice lottery, the tickets of which ciiuoui. be counterfeited ; and 
Parson f-eaburv sidii.ucn; ;i::i:- a. id oppovt.^iLtv Iu compose sermons lor iho uoxt Continent. 
al Fast." 

After the Americans were defeated on Long Island, August 26, 
1776, New York fell into the hands of the British troops, who kept 
possession of it daring ihe revolutionary war. The annexed account 
of the military movements on New York island is from Colonel 
Humphrey's Life of General Putnam. 

"The unfortunate battle of Long Island, the masterly retreat from 
thence, and the actual passage of part of the hostile fleet in the East 
river, above the town, preceded the evacuation of New York. A 
promotion of four major-generals, and six brigadiers, had previously 
been made by -congress. After the retreat from Long Island, the 
main army, consisting, for the moment, of .sixty battalions, of which 
twenty were eon! incut a.l, tho residue levies and militia, was, conform- 
ably to the exigencies of the service, rather than to the rules of war, 
formed into four to en brigades. Major-general Putnam commanded 
the right grand division of live brigades, the Majors-general Spencer 
and Greene the centre of six brigades, and Major-general Heath the 
left, which was posted near Kings bridge, and composed of two 
brigades. The whole never amounted to twenty thousand effective 
men ; while the British and German forces, under Sir William Howe, 
exceeded twenty-two thousand; indeed, the minister had asserted in 
parliament that they would consist of more than thirty thousand. 
Our two centre divisions, both commanded by General Spencer, in 
the sickness of General Greene, moved towards Mount Washington, 
Harlaem heights, and Horn's hook, as soon as the final resolution 
was taken in a council of war, on the 12th of September, to abandon 
the city. That event, thus circumstanced, took effect a few days 
after. 
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"On Sunday, the 15th, the British, after sending three ships of war 
up the North river, to Bloonhngdale, and keepingup, for some hours, 
a severe cannonade on our lines, from tiiosc already in the East river, 
landed in force at Turtle bay. Our new levies, commanded by a 
state brigadier- general, fled without making resistance. Two bri- 
gades of General 1'iilna in's division, ordered (o their support, notwith- 
standing the exertion of their brigadiers, and of the commander-in- 
chief himself who came up at the instant, conducted themselves in 
the same shameful manner. His excellency then ordered the heights 
of Harlacm, a strung position, to be occupied. Thither the forces in 
the vicinity, as well as the fugitives, repaired. In the mean time, 
General Putnam, with the remainder of Ins command, and the ordi- 
nary outposts, was in the city. After having caused the brigades to 
begin their retreat by the route of Bloomingdale, in order to avoid 
the enemy, who were then in the possession of the main road leading 
to Kingsbridge, he galloped to call off the pickets and guards, 
Having myself been a volunteer in his division, and acting adjutant to 
the last regiment that left the city, I had frequent opportunities, that 
day, of beholding him, for the purpose of issuing orders, and encour- 
aging the troops, flying, on his horse covered with foam, wherever 
his presence was most necessary. Without his extraordinary exer- 
tions, the guards must have been inevitably lost, and it is probable 
the entire corps would have been cut in pieces. When we were not 
far from Bloomingdale, an uid-dc-camp came from him at full speed, 
to inform that a column of British infantry was descending upon our 
right. Our rear was soon fired upon, and the colonel of our regiment, 
whose order was just communicated for the front to file off to the 
left, was killed on the spot. With no other loss we joined the army, 
after dark, on the heights of Harlaem. 

" Before our brigades came in, we were given up for lost by ail our 
friends. So critical indeed was our situation, and so narrow the gap 
by which we escaped, that the instant wo had passed, the enemy 
closed it by extending their line from river to river. Our men, who 
had been fifteen hours under arms, harassed by marching and coun- 
termarching, in consequence of incessant alarms, exhausted as they 
were by heat and thirst, (lor the day proved insupportably hot, and 
few or none had canteens, insomuch, that some died at the brooks 
where they drank,) if attacked, could have made but feeble resistance, 

"...That night our soldiers, excessively fatigued by the sultry 
march of the day, their clothes wet by a severe shower of rain that 
succeeded towards the evening, their blood chilled by the cold wind 
that produced a sudden change in the temperature of the air, and 
their hearts sunk within them by the loss of baggage, artillery, and 
works in which they had been taught to put great confidence, lay 
upon their arms, covered only by the clouds of an un com fort able sky. 

"... Next morning several parties of the enemy appeared upon 
the plains in our front. On receiving this intelligence, General Wash- 
ington rode quickly to the outposts, for the purpose of preparing 
against an attack, if the enemy should advance with that design. 



Hosted byG00gk 



172 NEW YORK COUNTY. 

Lieutenant- colonel Knowlton's rangers, a. fine selection from the 
eastern regiments, who had been skirmishing with an advanced par- 
ty, came in, and informed the general that a body of British were 
under cover of a small eminence at no considerable distance. His 
excellency, willing to raise our men from their dejection by the splen- 
dor of some little success, ordered Lieutenant-colonel Knowlton, with 
his rangers, and Major Leilch, with three companies of Weedon'a 
regiment of Virginians, to gain their rear ; while appearances should 
be made of an attack in front. As soon as the enemy saw the party 
sent to decoy them, they ran precipitately down the hill, took pos- 
session of some fences ami bushes, and commenced a brisk firing at 
long-shot Uni'ortunateiy, Knowlton and Leiteh made their onset 
rather in flank than in rear. The enemy changed their front, and 
the skirmish at once became close and warm. Major Leitch having 
received three balls through his side, was soon borne from the field ; 
and Colonel Knowlton, who had distinguished himself so gallantly at 
the baitle of BunkerhiH, was mortally wounded immediately after. 
Their men, however, undaunted by these disasters, stimulated with 
the thirst of revenge for the loss of their leaders, and conscious of 
acting under the eye of the commander-in-chief maintained the con- 
flict with uncommon spirit and perseverance. But the general, seeing 
them in need of support, advanced part of the Maryland regiments 
of Griffith and Richardson, together with some detachments from 
such eastern corps as chanced to be most contiguous to the place of 
action. Our troops this day, without exception, behaved with the 
greatest intrepidity. So bravely did they repulse the British, that 
Sir William Howe moved his reserve, with two field-pieces, a battal- 
ion of Hes3ian grenadiers, and a company of Chasseurs, to succor his 
retreating troops. General Washington, not. willing to draw on a 
general action, declined pressing the pursuit. In this engagement 
were the second and third battalions of light infantry, the forty-second 
British regiment, and the German Chasseurs, of whom eight officers, 
and upwards of seventy privates were wounded, and our people 
buried nearly twenty, who were left dead on the field. We had 
about forty wounded ; our loss in killed, except of two valuable offi- 
cers, was very inconsiderable. 

"An advantage so trivial in itself produced, in event, a surprising 
and almost incredible effect upon the whole army. Amongst the 
troops not engaged, who, during the action, were throwing earth 
from the new trenches, with an alacrity that indicated a determina- 
tion to defend them, every visage was seen to brighten, and to as- 
sume, instead of the gloom of despair, the glow of animation. This 
change, no less sudden than happy, left little room to doubt that the 
men, who ran the day before at the sight of an enemy, would now, 
to wipe away the stain of that disgrace, and to recover the confidence 
of their general, have conducted themselves in a very different man- 
ner." 

The following is Mr. Grim's account of the great lire. 21st of Sep- 
tember, 1776. 
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" The fire of 177G commenced in a small v.oi.ii.len bouse, on the wharf, near tlie Whito- 
ball slip. It was then occupied by a number of men ami w:nncji, of a bad character. The 
fire began late at night. There being but u vc,:y few inkabiianis in ihe eity, in a short 
time, it raged tremendously- It burned n ; .', die bans; s on die cast ?v.i<? of Whitehall slip, 
and the west side of lituud-slreet ro J Sea tor-sl-ecf. A pii ■v!.ii:nr: i ii nan happy circumstance 
occurred at this time ; :he iviuii was. bam sauthwcsrorly. About ma o'clock that morning, 
the wind veered to the southeast ; this carried me tlames of ilic lire to i bo northwestward, 
and burned both sabs of Ueaver-su-oct. to the east side of Broadway, then crossed Broadway 
to Beaver-lane, anil limning nil the limits on both sales of Broadway, with some few 
houses in Kew.siroel, lo Bceler-sti-ccl, ami to .Tnh:i Harrison, I'sq.'s tkree story brick bouse, 
which house stopped l;ic :'he en die e;is: side oi' ilroudway ; I'roni Iheuee it continued luuti. 
ing all the houses in Lumbcr.strcet, and iiiose in 'in: rear oi" the house- on the west side of 
Broadway to St. Fam's church, then con'imied htunmii the bouses tin both sides of Parti- 
tions I reer, and (ill flii' houses in I be four jiv-aiii) of the w.st fide of Broadway to the North 
river. The fire did 1101 s!i>[i until it goi into M t>r J k i I n -s ii-(> <■■ t , now Barr lay-street. The 
college yard and the vacant ground in die rear of the same, put an end to tins awful and 
tremendous tire. Trinity enuich beim; Inunoil, was occn-io'ied by die Hakes of lire that 
fell on the south side of the roof. The southerly wind fanned those flakes of fire in a short 
time to tin amazing bla/,e, utul ii soon became out of human power to extinguish the fame, 
tiic roof of this noaio edifice being so sleep ib.r no person eo.sld go on it. St.. Paul's church 
was in the like perilous situation. The roof being dui, wnb a balustrade on the eaves, a 
number of the citizens went on ihe siime, ami o.diugulsuoil lue ikikes of lire its they fell on 
the roof. Thus hap; illy was this la aurir.d church snveil it. mi the desi:ue:ion of this dread- 
fid (ire, which threatened the ruin thereof, and that of the wholo city. The Lutheran 
church being couliguoas to bouses aoiouihu! '.bo same lire, it wa- intpossible to save it from 
destruction. Tins tire was so furious ami violently hot, that no person could go near it, 
and there were no fire engines to be had at that time in the city. 

" The number of houses taut were hurncci and decoyed in ibis city at that awful confla- 
gration, were dms, vc..— Front Mor'kile-streot to Com".l;md',slre( :, lb'7 : from Courtlandt- 
street to Beaver-street, 175 ; iromBcaver.sttoet (n die blest river, 151. Total, 493. There 
being very few inhabitants in the city at die time, ami many of dulse wove afraid to venture 
at night in the streets, for fear of irons.; taken up as Fmspicions persons. An instance to my 
knowledge occurred. A i] r. Wlii'e, a lieeeu; citizen ami koasc. carpenter, rather too vio. 
lent a loyalist, and latterly, bad addicted himself 'n iiquer, was, on the night of the fire, 
hanged on a tavern signpost, at the corner of Gneny art: K.uoscvcl'-si-eot. Several of the 
citizens were sent to foe nroeosr .euaril fer cuamim: u.n. anil some oi' i.bein remained there 
two and three days, until 'key co.-.hl e'.vc sa'asiackuy evidence of riioir loyalty. 

"Mr. Hngh Gain, m his Universal Register for the ya.r 1787, cage 119, says, New 
York is about a mile ami a In: If in I. n;rh, inui half a m:;. iimari, com;;iuimt. before the fires 
on the 31st of September, I 77b, and 3d of August, 1778, about 4,900 houses, and 30,000 

The following annexed account of the incidents of the revolutiona- 
ry war in New York, is from Watson's Sketches of Olden Times in 
New York city. 

"After ihe war hail commenced ami Nim York v.ns e\noe.ted to be captured, almost all 
the Whig families, who could s i-tain lire expense, !eii. i i j; i.- bouses and homes to seek pre. 
carious refuge wdn.ro they could In '.'i.e. country. On the oilier hand, after the city was 
possessed by the British, all the Tory families wha fell tuisafe in the country made their 
escape into New York far liririds protection. Painfully, family relations were broken; 
families as well as the rulers took different sides, and ' Greek met Greek' in fierce encoun- 
ter. 

■' 'Mr. I'miver, u-'io saw d'.c Tlrmsir f.cee land in Kip's buy as be sloed on the Lam; 
Island hcighis, says it was the roost imposing si-hi his eyes ever beheld. The army crossed 
the East river, in op< n tint bonis, filied wi'b soblirrs siamlm:; erect ; their arms all glittering 
in the sunbeams. They approached ihe British t'ioe' in Kip's, bay, in the form of n crescent, 
caused by the force id' tbe tide brcaidng me inleudeil line of iuail after boat. Thoy all 
closed up in the rear of the llee;, when all the vessel opened a heavy cannonade. 

" All the Presbyterian cliurehes in New York were used for mih'ary purposes in some 

form or other. 1 s=us[>etji. they were oi eo more wuis'.-ai-n in ge-Kml than some of the 

oilier churches. The clergymen oi' dint order were in general, throughout the war, said to 
be zealous to promote the cause of the revolution. The Methodists, on the contrary, then 
few in number, were deemed loyalists, chiefly from the known loyalism of their founder, 
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Mr. Wesley. Perhaps to this cause it was thai die socio!)' in Juki :-.:rc-f.t enjoyed eo much 
indulgence as tooci'.Li[iy i/,.:ii- diui-di i'.ir Pniicay ni.,h' soma:-, -,»!iilt ;hc Hessians had it in 

the iMiilas sri'viai hit 'licit ov.el ch^plnim unci people. 

" The British troops were quartered in any empty houses of the 
Whigs which might be found. Wherever men were billeted, they 
marked it. 

" The middle Dutch church in Nassau- street, was used to imprison 
3,000 Americans. The pews were all gutted out and used as fuel, 
Afterward they used it for the British cavalry, wherein they exer- 
cised their men, as a riding school ; making them leap over raised 
windlasses. At the same place they often picli.ci.od (heir men, as a 
punishment, making them bear their weight on their toe on a sharp 

f)ad. At the same place, while the prisoners remained there, Mr. 
ndrew Mercein told me he used to see the ' dead cart' come every 
morning, to boar off six or eight of the dead. The old sugar-house, 
which also adjoined to this church, was filled with the prisoners taken 
at Long Island; there they suffered much, they being kept in an 
almost starved condition. This starving proceeded from different 
motives ; they wished to break the spirit of the prisoners, and to 
cause their desertion, or to make the war unwelcome to their friends 
at home. On some occasions, as I shall herein show, the British 
themselves were pinched for supplies; and on other occasions the 
commissaries had their own gain to answer, by withholding what 
they could from the prisoners. I could not find, on inquiry, that 
Americans in New York were allowed to help their countrymen 
unless by stealth. I was told by eye-witnesses of cases, where the 
wounded came crawling to the openings in the wall, and begging 
only for one cup of water, and could not be indulged, the sentinels 
saying, we are sorry too, but our orders have been, ' suffer no com- 
rimii:o;i(.LOii in the absence of your officer.' 

" The north Dutch church in William-street was entirely gutted of 
its pews, and made to hold 2,000 prisoners. The Quaker meeting in 
Pearl-street was converted into an hospital. The old French church 
was used as a prison. Mr. Thomas Swords told me they used to 
bury the prisoners on the mount, then on the corner of Grace and 
Lumber streets. It was an old redoubt. 

"Cunningham whs infamous for his cruelty to the prisoners, even 
depriving them of life, it is said, for the sake of cheating his king and 
country by continuing for a time to draw their nominal rations! The 
prisoners at the Provost, (the present debtors' prison in the Park,) 
were chiefly under his severity, (my father among the number for a 
time.) It was said he was only restrained from putting them to 
death, (five or six of them of a night, b;ick of the prison-yard, where 
were also their graves.) by the distress of certain women in the neigh- 
borhood, who, pained by the cries for mercy which they heard, went 
to the commander-in-chief, and ma.de the case known, with entreaties 
to spare their lives in future. This unfeeling wretch, it is said, came 
afterward to an ignominious end, being executed in England, as was 
published in Hall and Sellers' paper in Philadelphia. It was there 
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said, that it came out on the trial that he boasted of having killed 
more of the king's enemies by the use of his own means than had 
been effected by the king's arms !— iie having, as it was there stated, 
used a preparation of arsenic in their flour I 

"Lonng, another commissary of prisoners, was quite another man, 
and had a pretty good name. Mr. Lomox, the other, being now a 
resident of New York, I forbear any remarks. 

" There was much robbing in the city by the soldiery at times. In 
this, Lord Rawdon's corps and the king's guards were said to have 
been pre-eminent. 

" The British cast up a line of intrenchments quite across from 
Corlear's hook to Bunker's hill, on the liowory road, and placed gates 
across the road there. The Hessians, under Knyphausen, were en- 
camped on a mount not far from Corlear's hook. 

" Mr. Andrew Mcrcein, who was present in New York when most 
of the above-mentioned tilings occurred, has told me several facts- 
He was an apprentice with a baker who made bread for the army, 
and states, that there was a time when provisions, even to their own 
soldiery, was very limited. For instance, on the occasion of the 
Cork provision fleet over-staying their time, he has dealt out six 
penny loaves, as fast as he could hand them, for ' a hard half dollar 
a-piece !' The baker then gave $20 a cwt. for his flour. They had 
to make oatmeal bread for the navy. Often he has seen Is. a pound 
given for butter, when before the war it was but Hd. 

" When Cornwallis was in difficulties at Yorktown, and it became 
necessary to send him out all possible help, they took the citizens by 
constraint and enrolled them as a militia. In this service Mr. Mer- 
cein was also compelled, and had to take his turns at the fort. There 
they mounted guard, &c. in military attire, just lent to them for the 
time and required to be returned. The non-commissioned officers 
were generally chosen as Tories, but often without that condition. 
Mr. Mercein's sergeant was whiggish enough to have surrendered if 
he had had the proper chance. There were some independent com- 
panies of Tories there. 

" It was really an affecting sight to see the operations of the final 
departure of all the king's embarkation; the royal hand beat a fare- 
well march. Then to see so many of our countrymen, with their 
women and children, leaving the lands of their fathers because they 
took the king's side, going thence to the bleak and barren soil of 
Nova Scotia, was at least affecting to them. Their hearts said, ' My 
country, with all thy faults I love thee still.' 

" In contrast to this, there followed the entry of our tattered and 
weather-beaten troops, followed by all the citizens in regular platoons. 



" Then crowded home to their own city, all those who had been 
abroad, reluctant exiles from British rule ; now fondly c' 
their hearts, ' this is my own, my native land.' 
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" The Hessian troops were peculiarly desirous to desert so as to 
remain in our country, and hid themselves in every family where they 
could possibly secure a friend 'o help their escape. 

"... Captain Graydon of Philadelphia, who has ieft us amusing 
and instructive memoirs of sixty years of his observing lite, having 
been among the officers and men (/i.OOO) captured at Fort Washing- 
ton near New York, and held prisoners, lias left us many instructive 
pages concerning ihe incidents at New York while held by the Brit- 
ish, which ought to be read by all those who can feel any interest in 
such domestic history as I have herein endeavored to preserve. 

" After our capture, (says he,) we were committed, men and offi- 
cers, to the custody of young and insolent officers; wo were again 
and again taunted as ' cursed rehels,' and that we should all be 
hanged. Repeatedly we were paraded, and every now and then 
one and another of us was challenged among our officers as deserters ; 
affecting thereby to consider their common men as good enough for 
our ordinary subaltern officers. Unfortunately for our pride and 
self-importance, among those so challenged was here and there a 
subject, fitted to their jibes and jeers. A little squat militia officer, 
from York county, with dingy clothes the worse for wear, was ques- 
tioned with ' What, sir, is your rank V when he answered in a chuff 
and firm tone, 'a Iwppun, dr ;' an answer producing an immoderate 
laugh among ■ the haughty Britons.' There was also an unlucky 
militia trooper of the same school, with whom the officers were 
equally merry, obliging- him to amble about for their entertainment 
on his old jade, with his odd garb and accoutrements. On being 
asked what were his duties, he simply answered, 'it was to flank a 
little and bear tidings.' 

" At this beginning period of the war, most things on the American 
side were coarse and rough. Maryland and Philadelphia county put 
forward young gentlemen as officers of gallant bearing and demean- 
or ; but New England, and this, then seat of war, was very deficient 
in such material, in many cases subaltern officers at least could 
scarcely be distinguished from their men other than by their cock- 
ades. It was not uncommon for colonels to make drummers and 
filers of their sons. Among such the eye looked around in vain for 
the leading gentry of the country. General Putnam could be seen 
riding about in his shirt sleeves, with his banger over his open vest: 
and Colonel Putnam, his nephew, did not disdain to carry his own 
piece of moat, saying, as his excuse, 'it will show our officers a good 
lesson of humility.' 

". . . The AnioriiMn off.c !>:■?. t:i-:jT-: full IntitLL-de of \'r,t\it nubile, in M-im^sing ihe streets in 
till directions »i!h a ^ooil deul of Miqiosi'd ii-snrane.!.'. Ono of diem, on one occasion, 
wearing his best uniform, t 'tin great ga-z.o end u'oudt'voi..til of many, ai-tuully vcn!ii:<>il 
disdainfully to pass tin: c:.itt'ji.! house, thou tin) <ri:-Ticrul resort of iho llriiish oifieers. At 
other rimes, when the Koicli v.-aN-r was frozen over, and ivas covered with British officers, 
who though! themselves iirotL.jic!];;. ill ^k:''L:i,- r ir \v:\-., "he inaliduiip iiieasLire of some of our 
niiieers <u appear and ee':ii;so tiioni n'.i. Th': ol'ioi r- (jeciiiiovially hut wir'h oorditl civ:]itii;s 
and genteel etTriraLiimiei: no;:, li-itifh oLlicrrs with whom they ef-.mu in contact; for, in 
truth, the latter valued iheir personal gentility too much to seem to be in any degree defi. 
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cient in politeness and courtesy when they met with tho;.u wham liny thought sufficiently 
polished to appreciate their demeanor. 

"... The road ■(< nf Aih.ih-al lligby, ami '.nil red cf n'i nave.1 otiieer.- of elisiiuc.tion jr. 

riving on the station, was licet man's house, on 1 i 1 1 ■ nordiwesi corner of Sloate-lane and 
Hanover square. There ciwcl:, wilder fao g-.-aic'ians'ip <A Ad mi ml Die-by, Vrlitr.t William 
Henry, the late king- of K:i,i.la:iri. Wlai; a-sociuiio:];: of idea must ho produced in tho 
minds of those who can Mill rcuioiabci- when ho walked liio sr fouls of IS'cw York in the 
common garb of a ;:iid-!ii;jnin;i : s ' roiiiidubaui.' or v.; ion they ,a- him a knocked-kneed lad, 
joining the boys in skating o:i die Kolch pond!" 

The annexed is a dcscripfioii of some of the prin rip-n Kritisb oliiccrs. " Sir William 
Howe was a fine !■".■'■. or. ■ ■> j '..-;.■: high, and an ail tabby h cf picpo:[iaiicd. In person he 
a good deal resembh .i Wn'd'.lneyoii, i.uii mlghl. Intvc been mistaken tor him at a distance. 

His feature?, ihough good, were more poma-d, am: the oxprc;. of his countenance was 

less benignant. Ills marnicrs were polished, graci-ful, sum.! dignified. He lived at N, 
I'rimc's house, at ihe south end of Ilmadway, near the battery. 

"Sir Henry Clinton was short and fat, with a iiih face, prominent nose, and animated in 
•elligent cuutileiiauce. In his manners he was polite and courtly, but more formal and 
distant than Howe ; :u:d in Ins intercourse wi'h lap cilice.!-, ivi:s ra'hei punctilious and not 
kidha-.d ro intimacy. 

" Lord Coiaiwtillis in person was short and thick, so', but rial so corpulent as Sir Henry. 
He hud a handsome aquiline nose, ar:d hair, when yuim;.', ILf'hi and vafr.cr inclined to sun- 
dy ; but at the time of his leaving hat: i: bad become somewhat srrfiy. His face was well 
formed and agreeable, End would iiavo been a lugi-lli!-] 1 fine bail be nor blinked badly with 
his left eye. He was uncommonly easy a::d i; liable la bis manners, i:ai.i always accessible 
to the lowest of bis sole-iers, by whom he. was treiUly '.a. loved. With his officers lie used 
i ho almost cordiality. 

"General Knyphausen, who commanded the Germans, \ 
abont tlvo feet elcien, sirebibt and slender, ills ieutnros w 
martial. 

" Tarleton was below the middle siw<, stom, strong, heuvl'y made, iviiii largo legs, but 
uncommonly aeiivo. His eye was small, bin ok, and piercing ; bis fuce smooth, and his 
companion dark i bo was quite yi.-i;]];(, probably aaou: twenty-five. 

" Colonel Abcrerombic-, who aferwaril p,i;u:od so much eeiat in Fgypl, wheru he foil, 
was one of the finest built men in the army; straight and elegantly proportioned. His 
countenance was ctiortg and manly, hut bis nice was much jiii'ed by [he small-pox. When 
here he appeared to be about forty." 

CAPT. NATHAN HALE. 
" This eminent martyr to American liberty was i!io son of Deacon Richard Hole, of 

Coventry, Connecticut, where, lie. was born .lime fi, 17.>f> ; I coati an. a I a I. Yale College in 

1773. Possessed of genie*, caste, and ardor, he cany became di.sibg-.iished as a scholar, 
and being endowed m an in:!' a; a' eegrec wkh those -oils and graces "Inch always add a 
new charm to youthf.:l excellence-, he guinea i.bc. rc.-qa-:-.n and continence of all that knew 
him. Being a piUiio' fmai principle, and en'.iinslesiic l:i a cause wliicla appealed cquallyto 
his sense of justice; and his love of libcr'y, bo was amimg -he hrs; '.a take up arms in de. 
fence of his country, whose soil hut bee a i'.iaoe.d by n bo=ti.c neve, and its cithotis subjected 
to the alternative of determined re-i / ■>'('■■/ 'it: c 'T humili'il'in;! /i>i!»ni*fi>riji. The life of Captain 
Hale was short, but eventful. Its termination was under rate cuenmstauees of intrepidity 
and cruelty. His case has been deemed parallel wii.li that of Major Andre, and in some 
respects it was so — the nature of ihe service was ldei-.iie.jl. Both were young, well edu. 
cated, ardent ami brave : one 1 tor ins king, ■be otlier for his country ; and ouch fell a victim 
to the rigor of military lew. The news cf t;:e bui.llc of Loviagt.oa ronsed bis marlial spirit, 
nndsummoncdhinitoihetf.-me.il field. Before arriving ui the ago of Iwenty.one, o. cap. 
tain's commission was fendcrec him, antj be seon became an efficient officer in the eonti. 
nental army; where his activiy, v.':;:',, and jja tar ism, obtained : .;ai/i r-al approbation. The 
company under his comma-id, part I dp a tin;' iti thcsaiuo si, lilt, sub-muted to a system of disci, 
pline before unknown in tlio army; ami v.h;eh produced vety beneficial results.. He entered as 

a oaplain in 1 tic light infaiilry regime at or nr.mb -tl by Colonel Kiiowdlon, of Aslilord, and 

was with tlic army on ns letre-al liiiin lamg Island, in Aitii'.i-'t, 1776. The American forces 
took refuge in the city of _\ew York, and afierwani at the beigbis ar llarlaem; and it be- 
came a matter of the uimnsi imp if: ma. , in ila.i opinion of tho coin mntidor in-chief, to as. 
certain the numerical force and contemplate; I operandi* of the enemy ; for on that know. 

23 
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'edge depended die safely of the American army, arc jinim-ps the nation also. A council 
of officers wbs assembled, tuid resulted in ;l deiermimiuoti 10 stud mhhc one competent to 
the task into the hear; of die enemy's camp, nun Colonoi linowlmu was charged with the 

Beleclion of iiu individual to prnarin the r : ■_ I L r ■ - ; o i ha/.ar;lous service. On being inform. 

ed of the views mid « ishes of Washington, Hide, wiiliooi i est tin ion, volunteered his sor. 
vices, saving that he did l i ■ :- r. aeei p. n rommisiaon fur fame alone ; ilia: r,e had been some. 
time, in tiie army without being tilde thus far to remit:!- any signal aid to his country; und 
that he now felt impelled, liy high consider!! lions of duly, to ljc.-rii I lis Ide :u a cause of so vita] 
importance when an opportunity pre? en ted itself of being useful. The argument of his 
friends were unavailing to ilissnado liim lri.au die uucciUakliig ; and having disguised him- 
self as well as he could, lie left ins quarters ~.- Ilarlaem Hcighis, ami having an order from 
tne commaiiticr-in-chief !i> all Ihe American tinned vessels to Cuuvi y Inni to any point which 
he should designate, he was enabled <u cross the sound from I'aidiclfl In T.on,~ Iskcat, and 
arrived at Hunt: 1121.1:1 about the middle uf Jrciilemher, 1776. When tie reached Brooklyn, 
the British anr.y had taken possession of New York, lie examined with the utmost cau- 
tion the- fortifications of die enemy, and aseertidned as fat 11s possible their number, posj. 
lion, and future lnloulioas : aid Laving sntisfacloilly accomplished dm directs of dismission, 
he again reaelied Iluutnigloti for die [iiirpeso of re-crossing fie sound. While waiting fur 
a passage, a boat came on shore, which he at first, supposed to be from Connecticut, but 
proved to be from a British vessel, the Cerberus, lying i:i lac found ; and on board this beat, 
it is said, was a relative of Canl. Hale, a lory refugee, who recognised a:;d betrayed him. 
He had assumed n chaiad.or which uid no: belong :o him, that of pretending to be what he was 
not. That he was a ,•■;»/, c.'iild 1:0 lunger be cuimoaicd, and he was immediately sent to 
General Howe at New York. Here (he parallel he; wren /,■(".; case ac.tl ihato: An dre. ceases 
The latter was allowed time and an iiiipardal Iriai before officers of honorable rank and 
character, and his last moments were soothed by Icii:Icitcss and sympatlty. Not so with 
the former ; he was delivered into the possession of ihe infamous provost-mars I al, Cun- 
ningham, and ordered immediately far execution, widiuut even inc. formality of a trial. 
The order was perform no in a brutal manner on :':.e. tweuiy.iit.st of September, 1776, and 
hi! body was buried on :lic bjhjI where be bread mil his hi.-:, lie iva-, mdeec, permitted to 
eonscerate a lew previous uioineuts 111 willing 1o ids family ; but as soon as the work of 

death was done, even ibis testimony of affection and 1 -lodsm was destroyed, assigning 

OS the cause, ' that ihi- rrhth shi,i:U nr.r.rr kimm ton/ had- a man hi their army aha could 
die with, siivh Jirinhfun: In this Lying hour the use of a slide and the rule nuance of a 
minister, which he desired, were a.so denied him. Thus unknown to those around him, 
with no eye to pity, or a voice 10 administer eunsolalion, fell one of the most noble and 
amiable youths which .\1uc1lca c a 11b I boast ; wi h ibis his eying observation, ' that he unly 
lamented he iuid tut uue. iii'r to ion: for his eoniilri/-" I'laiiiah the manner of Ins execution 
will be abhorred by every friend uf humanity, yet there cannot be a question but that the 
sentence of deadi was confaitpiiblc lu the praciiee of all civilized nations. It is, however, 
but common jus'ice to the chariicicr 0:' Captain Hale 1.0 slaie, law. his motives tor cn.aaging 
in this service were ciilircly did'err.nt train those vlncli some- in. 1. t; ini'nence o"hers in like 
cases. Neither expectation of promotion or pecuniary reward induced the attempt, A 
high sense of public duty, and a hope of being in this way useful lo his country, and the 
opinion which he had adopted, thai, every kind of service became hunurable by being ne- 
cessary, were the motives width prumpi.ed Inni to ibis heard ens, and, to Lira, fata: enter. 
prise. To see such an one, in die bloom of youth, influenced !'.■■■ the purest intentions, and 
emulous of doing goad to his beloved country, fait a victim to the policy of nations, must 
have been wounding even to the feelings of his enemies. 

11 Anions other causes of distress in 177b, dm want of provisions nud doming was se- 
verely felt by the American army. Just pievious to lite battle of Long Island it was as- 
certained that an English shop, with supplies of these, essential onicles, hud arrived in (he 
East river, anil lay there under ti.e protection of the ship Asia, of uineiy guns. Captain 
Hale conceived die bukl pro.;ect of caj.ii.uiiug ibis slouji, and bringing her into the port of 
New York, and found a saiiiclen: ntuuber ef bold lietuas and stmi: hands to make dm at- 
tempt. At an hour conceited, they passed in a boat to a point of land nearest the sloop, 
where they lay till die moon was dawn : and when all tins qi.let, except the voice of the 
watchman on the r,ant,cr-dtc!t of the Asia, they pin!e;l for the .stoop, and in a few minutes 
w-ere on board. She became their pdie, and the goues were districted to those who 
needed them in our anny. 

" A meeting of die oil /ens of Cov«:i'ry 111 id Ihe ceighbeiim: n-.vns wns held on ihriSIitli 
of November, itvUti, ai. which a socieiy «uik formed cailed die ll,',.r. IHo:;:::.[i::,-r Associa- 
tion, for ihe pmposo uf lakiic: uietisiircs 10 erect a suhahlo lueinoriid 10 the memoiy of 
LUti subject of this no lice. An doqucul liddters wae. dchv.. led on die occasion, by An. 
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drew T. Judsoti, Esq., to whom we are indebted for much of !he information contained in 
(hi? brief memoir. 

" The following poelieal iribute to the lamented Hale, ia from the pen of (he late Presi. 
dent Dwight : — 

' Tt;;;J, while f;:iil.i virlLIC wislxd ill Van] to ?5VC, 

Hale, bright and generous, found a hapless grave ; 

Wi;h .if.'/Cf.v' iivi;.,T ii;ii;:« ;rs hoaoin gloiv'd, 

And seit.iif* charmed him 10 ln-r aiveo; abode ; 

In Mor(/i's fair path, adventured far, 

Thepi'ide of peace, and rising gfiue of war.' 
" As yot no monument has been erected, nor have his ashes ever been recovered. A 
select conimiuoe of confess, on tlie Itllii of .]iu;-..i:ry, If.KI, re e om mended an appropria. 
tion of one thousand dollars IVoin llio uca.-ai:y of the l-ifi/d Aisles Irnvarda carry in;; tiie 
object into elif.ei. ; but no action was ever had upon ii afterward, and it is much (o he 
feared so p-aiocworiliy a design will be Buii'irtrl to sleep, perhaps iaicver." — T/tumpton's 
History of Lrmg Island. 

The annexed account of the evacuation of New York by the Brit- 
ish, and the entrance of the American troops, under Washington, is 
extracted from Thatcher's Military Journal. 

"November 25tk, 1783. — The British army evacuated New York, 
and the American troops under General "Knox, took possession of the 
city. Soon after, Genera] Washington and Governor Clinton, with 
their suite, made their public entry into the city on horseback, fol- 
lowed by the lieu ten ant- governor and the members of council, for 
the temporary government of the southern district, four abreast; 
General Knox and the officers of the army, eight abreast ; citizens 
on horseback, eight abreast ; the speaker of the assembly and citizens 
on foot, eight abreast. The governor gave a public dinner, at which 
the commander-in-chief, and other general officers were present. 
The arrangements for the whole business were so well made and 
executed, that the most admirable tranquillity .succeeded through the 
day and night. On Monday the governor gave an elegant enter- 
tainment to the French ambassador, the Chevalier de la Luzerne; 
General Washington, the principal officers of New York state, and 
of the army, and upwards of a hundred gentlemen were present. 
Magnificent fireworks, infinitely exceeding every thing of the kind 
before seen in the United States, were exhibited at the Bowling 
Green, in Broadway, on the evening of Tuesday, in celebration of 
the definitive treaty of peace. They commenced by a dove descend- 
ing with the olive branch, and setting fire to a marron battery. On 
Tuesday noon, December 4th, the principal officers of the army as- 
sembled at Francis' tavern, to take a final leave of their much loved 
commander-in-chief. Soon after, his excellency entered the room. 
His emotions were too strong to be concealed. Filling a glass, he 
turned to them and said, ' With a heart full of Jove and gratitude, I 
now take leave of you. I most devoutly wish that your latter days 
may be as prosperous and happy as your former ones have been 
glorious and honorable. 1 Having drank, he added, ' 1 cannot come 
to each of you to take my leave, but shall be obliged to you, if each 
of you will come and take me by the hand.' General Knox being 
!, turned to him. Incapable of utterance, Washington, in tears, 
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grasped his hand, embraced and kissed him. In the same affection- 
ate manner he took leave of each succeeding oificer. In every eye 
was the tear of dignilied sensibility ; nnd not. a word was articulated 
to interrupt the eloquent, silence ami tenderness of the scene. Leav- 
ing the room, he passed through the corps of light infantry, and 
walked to Whitehall, where a barge waited to convey him to Paulus' 
Hook. The whole company followed in mute and solemn proces- 
sion, with dejected co unto nan eos, testifying feelings of delicious mel- 
ancholy which no language nan describe. Having entered the 
barge he turned to the company, tint! waving his hat, bid them a silent 
adieu. They paid him the s;ime affectionate compliment, and after the 
barge had left them, returned in the .same solemn manner to the place 
where they had assembled. The passions of human nature were never 
more tenderly agitated than in tills into resting and distressful scene." 
The following, respecting the prevalence of the yellow fever at 
various times in New York, is from a publication written by James 
Hardie, A. M-, printed in New York in 1822. 

" The yellow fever, in our times, was ill hT observed in diis dry in die rear 1791, when 
(Jeneriil Malcolm an; si'fiii odmr very respectable citizens fell victims to its fury. The 
late resectable D.-. Junius 'Hilary, sit a ■nf.-iiLln,- o*" a number of physicians, explained the 
symptoms of !ite disease, ill ■?.-.■ rilicd iis chariicicr, mail gave it its trie inline. To all present, 
excepting two, tlic doctor -poke la n leiiiu.'ugc when was past rheir (■oiiinrchcnsion, its he 
hail described a disease which they hiid never seen, and of which they had not the most 
distant conception. But it was well remembered by the hue venerable Dr. John Carleton 
and Dr. Samuel Bart], who had seen the same fell destroyer, spreading havoc and destruc- 
tion in this city, about furiy years before thru period. Wince mat time, it has repeatedly 
made its appearance amongst us, and every physician in this city as well as in must other 
maritime cities in die Untied Stares has had repeiiicd c.pporf.mities ef seeing it and of de. 
vising, in bis own mind, what lie- might deeui lite- ruosi uu'oei.i.ul means of its prevention 

"As the sickness, wide!, occurred in tire year 1798, was by far more fatal than any 
which has happened since that time, I shall endeavor to give a- brief ntt account as possi- 
ble ofi's origin, pro." res-, aod termination. 

" I:s first victim, in all probability, was. Mr. iVle!ai;ci..i'i dirndl, who died on the 28th or 
39th of July, after an chics? of a tew days. His ease was said to have been attended with 
the niosi uin itriimi; symptoms : but such ivr.s the genera! opinion of Lie loliribi'iucs wui, 
respect to die healthiness of our city, licit his death excited lillle or no alarm. It was be. 
lieved that Mr. Smith had been taken sicli ur his store, in Front.strcet, near Coentics.slii), 

and a few days aft; r his eiiiih, severul persons v, er :; ■:■!;.■ .1 « ':!: .-. amiss in drat vicinity. 

The symptoms of their disorders, liowi v.. r, uppcared io be similar 10 that of a common eold. 
They were, therefore, ccgligent in ohtriming medical aid; hence the disease got the aa- 
cendimey before- llrey were aware of their danger, and the assistance of physicians was 
called ii,r when It wils too late. 

"Whether any case of pestilential fever existed in the earlier part of August, remote 
from the place where i: was believed to Itavc originated, was not, m. the time, ascertained 
to a certainty ; bui of this there was no riouhr, viz. that about ibc 20th of the month, cases 
of a highly mail; nam recta c appeared iti tith-rem pail- of : lie city on lite, same cay, and in 
the course of six or t ight fays in ditTereti; streets very temole from one another. In par. 
tieular, it began to rag:' with great violence at too ZScw.slip ; in ClUf-slicet end John-streci ■ 
but more especially in lihior-sireet. and Ildeu's.allcy, wle.re net a family escaped it, nor 
was there it house-, except two, in which i: did not term in ate. fatally to one or more indi- 
viduals. 

" The Health Canunissbinors brpi!) to be apprehensive n-so: elitig the appearance, nf this 
pestilence so early as the 6th of Aitg.au, i,n wlueb i.iuy dmy auercssed a letter to the 
Mayor. It was to die following purport, viz. dial. ' trie uiifhiisricd stale of the docks in 
1'ront.streei, between Goemies and tin- Old slijis, gcue.al,;-, binl been, in their opinion, a 
source of disease, in linn uciohoi.uboi.id, last year, uin: in ..«■■■■ i -;.:.:■■ :l :bi: death of several 
valuable citizens. That iliey cannot sullieieiiily rcgiei ihti' they bac reason to renew their 
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n this subject, and that its present situation was likely ';i be productive of 
■still greater cvih man tho.se uf last year.' They ii : 1 1 1 iv ■: i. , that several persons had sickened 
in the neighborhood of those uetiuishod arruiiuJa within a we.ek, aud with symptoms, p-ti-ik. 
ingly characteristic of yellow fever; and luey recommended that tho common council 
would appoint uvo of their members, with whom the; (tin, commissioners) would moot, 
at an early hour on ilio ensuing morn in g, to concert measures adupiod lo the emergency 
of the case. The board very eh. erml.y oumpiioo with this r< commendation, and such 
measures were immediate: \y adopted as were, deemed most likely t.v eh. ek the progress of 
ihe. growing malady ; Inn. il ban now Inking so deep too', leal it could neither he eraci. 
caret! nor cheeked by human means. 

" On the same- day (till Acmj.i; ibe commissioner; issued an ndvcrlisomoul, notifying 
(heir ileieririiiiaiiot) lo put the laws ju forec aga.insi those who should ttogleet lo keep ihe 
streets clean before the:: 1 respective doors, i.e., adding that the street inspectors were di- 
rected to report a:! offerees of this n arurtt to the police, and that :1k 1 penalty against offend, 
era would ho rigidly exacted. 

"On ihe 12th, ISi'i and Id-ih of Angus', lucre were heavy showers of rain; that on ihe 
1 4i ii commenced n four In the morning, and cainisturd wblieui intermission until nine, 
with considerable thunder. Tho cuatrry which ii I! during tin so live hours, was supposed 
to have been greater than had at any time ta.'km, (hiring the same space of time, for many 
years. The streets were covered villi water in many places knee-deep, and a vast num. 
Iie.r fif cellars wore, filled with it. 

'• Il was at (he tune generally believed, ihii! ihis excessive rain and thunder would 
have so purified ihe air, that Ihe oily would, in a few days, be tuudly exempt from any 
cases of this disorder; btti. alas 1 cur expectations were dreadfully J i -a |i pointed. It is well 
known, that stagnant water in comthce. places, diir.ng hat weather, will, in a tow days, ex- 
hale a pestilential vapor, which, if i; does not generate, will ecriumly propagate or throw 
into more extensive circulation dun?. erects diseases which have already made their appear. 
ance. To prevent an occurrence of this kind, the oitb.ons wen. repeatedly and most earn. 
estly entreated by the Health Commissioners to cause ihe waier -o he removed, and lime 
afterward lo be liberally sea tiered in lueir cellars. Aliliougli i' might have, been reasona- 
bly expected, that a regard to self-preservation would have produced a prompt compliance 
with this recommendation, it is well known Mia: many neglected it, and of those not a few 
were amongst ihe first victims to the disease. From this time, the number of deaths almost 
daily increased. 

" About the 21; h of August, numbers begun lo leave I lie city, and many of those who 
had offices for the transaction of business inwards die Lias! river, moved to Broadway, 
which was deemed more healthy. Tho customhouse, in Mill-Mreu t, and the insurance 
Office, in Water.stree.t, were fixed, for die time, in the T online Ciiy Tavern, in Broadway. 
" Dr.rir.g the whole month of Angus", lite, number of ilea ii is a i noun led to three hundred 
and twenty-nine. As particular attention was not paid by the sextons, during this month, 
to distinguish those who a I! victims to the fever horn those wiio hail died of other disor- 
ders, it was difficult to ascertain their precise numbers, ft was believed, however, that by 
fixing it at one hundred, it would run. be far from the truth. On the loth of August, the 
deaths were 14 — from which day the number continued to ptogress, so that on the 1st of 
th plembi r hey amounted to 23. The. daily averages during August was abom 12. 

"On the 15th of .Scpicmbcr die number of funerals ■■■.as 38, on the l'Jth they were no 
less than 63, and on each of the two ib.lowing days they were reduced to 40 — from which 
circumstance hopes were entertained that, our mortal foe was about to leave us; but we 
were again disappiuulcd, for ibe next four day- it kept f!oe matin? between 41 and 50, and 
on the 26th rose up to 6(1. The total number of dci.tiis erring this month was eleyen 
hundred and fifty-two. of whom nine [roomed and fifty. four died of fever. The daily aver. 
age through ihe month was about 38. 

"The number of the dead on the 1st of October was 43, and this was the greatest num- 
ber during the whole month. On the 18th it was reduced 10 lb, and on the 21st it only 
amounted to 9. After this the number of deaths on any one day, during the existence of 
the oa Ian my, did HOI exceed 15 ; and it is almost certain, thai had cur absent, oimens at. 
tended lo tiio advice id' Mm lleallii Committee, cissuadmg thorn from a premature return, 
the death warrant of the disorder niicht have been fluted from that day. The whole num. 
ber of funerals hi October was live hundred and twenty-two, of whom four hundred and 
thirty. one died :A fever. The average of die deaths, durioir this mouth, was about 17. 

" On the 10th of Covert, ber the deaths were 5, and on eaeli of the preceding days they 
were only 4. The total number during these ten days were R3, of whom thirty-nine d ; ed 
of yellow fever. The following address of the Comiuiuee to the public now made in 
appearance. 
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"'The Health Committee for the relief of she sir); :lii:1 indent in ihe city of New York, 
beg leave to eonaiait.ii.ir their fcl]c-w..ciiivtens, thai, niii.ltn- Divisio Providence, this long 
afllicted city is (nite more restored to its usual state of tronora! hetill:;, and, with the moal 
heartfelt pleasure, inform these who yei rcinsim in exile, tha: akkou.di a few esses of the 
pestilential lever exist, yet Inai by ilu; Init '-uid nyiUnr and front, the contagion ia ao far 
destroyed, as to render the r,;:titn of their families 10 ihc ciiy pfvfi'rtlv safe, provided they 
take the necessary pre-vimis measures of oh-ans-ir,;.: an.i vcniilalbiir dtetr ion/* unaired dwell- 
ings a.nd pin-ilyiLF.L' the beddi-isr and elothmi;, which may have been let's (herein during the 
prevalence of tlio fever. 

" ' It would hrvc i!'-l'..i:-ilcu ihc Cnni'iiitec 111 neb s.i]iislYioiic.n, cossld ihey hive given this 
invitation at in earlier peloid, i.ur '.hey ■h;l net conceive themselves warranted by the then 
existim; circumstances. There h:ive, usilil 'lie present msuuciu, been several new cases 
of fever, po.rtieu.hi el i omoo% tinme fit i sens irho rcUiriift. r.ari-Ur than Ihe coiamittr.e thon<<ht 
■prudent, mamj of lehoni Ituee. fallen, r.ie.tims to the 'hi-'turiivj pestilence. This, among 
other circanisl.anccs, has induce'.! die- eotnnnlieo, in withhold, this inviladon until the pre. 



it time, &c.' 

" The whole, nns'ther 11 f deaihs ditrimr 'his awful cstltrui'y, was !n.i thousand 1 anil eietuy. 
six, viz. eleven hundred inn! ten men, five hundred and cmlry.nmt women, and eight htm. 
dred and eighty-five children. Of those, if we admit ilia: otic hiusdrod died of the fever in 
August, its victim* would umnuui to one lhi.ii-.iiiv.il fhe Lv. il;1;i--.1 ami twenty -font. A great 
many of our ckizi us, t;io, win, fieri, west liLo-wise em oil' hy it. Ilenei it is probable, that 
the whole number of deaihs wor.ld 1st hit wee 11 :!,100 and 2,;i(K). An awful number in., 
deed ; particularly [f we consider that more then one iluvd, some s lppnso that one half, of 
Iht inbaLiiituts b:ul left the city. 

"An opinion ^-oemily prevailed, that the progress of Ihc disease varied aeonrdm:: to ihe 
state of the atmosphere ; but from my ohiervaiiosis on ibis stlvccs, in (he years 17(18, 1799, 
1800, 1803, 180:5, and also in (he present year, T am much i:icli:iei.i to dnubt its accuracy, 
The. jieslHexce lonike-.tli in <!ar»-rt?s.i, und die widest of men, as yet, knaw very little of the 
nature of it? progress. Oi this, however, we may he certain, that rooi mornings and even, 
ins?, accompanies, hy hot days, cotstribuic itn ntly to spread iulVoiiosi ; that, in case, of yel- 
low fever bavins fur some l'une. existed in a. dry, it is extremely dsinjicrous for those who 
have llei.l to return in their houses till the hsuil frost shell set in, and that a keen Idoeii front. 
has uniformly and almost instunsasicously pus ll i l end ti> the Ihriher proer.tss of the, disorder." 

The following is an account of the yellow fever in 1803, as given 
in an official letter by Dr. Miller. 

" The commencement of the disease took plate idjout the 20'.!i of July, and from that 
time, it continued to pay vail, in a grcaier or less degree, 'iii the end of October. The num. 
ber of deaths, in this city, amomped lo the L:l i li.I : ki.1 iiiu.I ihvee; Itsoso at the. Hospital of 
Bellevue, to one hundred ssnsl three, end those at slit _\lru-;iie Hospirai on Srateu Island, so 
sixty-eight, mailing r. total of six hundred asid seventy-four. To this should be ssddcd on 
indefinite number, it-bout, fifty or fixty, who fled from the city, and died of this disease in 
slit ntinhborinFj cinuiiry and villages. 

" The first pubhis iil:is-iu iLro-e from seme fatal cities at the Csifl'eo. House Slip, and in that 
neighborhood. About die sasnt lime, tin; disease was discovered in masiy other parts of 
the, cisy, wiihoisi ativ- kiiiiwn intercojivc or ciiniiiiiiuicasi.Fii between (In; persons who fell 
sick. Although ihe number of eases, even at she worst perinds of ihe epidemic, could not 
fie pronounced to be groat, especially if cossipnred with some prei-coing seasons, they were 
certainly more ger-etnlly d iii used, as:.", left few. r parts of ii;e ci y e .letups slum on any former 
occasionti. Broiu.lv; ny uml psmie :A the sidjacent jit'.rts of the Sown refiiincil tiie.tr healthy 
charatler. Toe street!; lyini' siear the marsisis. of the (wo rivers, ami sonic of thoso in the 
upper part of the thy. which a-e prhif-: pally inhnisisoil i-.y indii.eus, inicleanly, and disstolute 
classes of the connm.sniiv, ssisl'ered she worst ravai'i-s m" the disease. The alarm of the in- 
habitants was very suddenly produci J, and the suspensieu of iiii;;i)ies= and the desertion of 
the city for exceeded whut had been ever experienced t:i former seasons." 

The following j'(»spociiiia' the yellow fever in 1805, is extracted 
from a letter from Dr. E. Miller to Gov. Lewis. 

•• lis former seasons, ii has beers ss-ttisi to eh-'trvo spoiadic eases ot th:* disease, for several 
weeks, before the commencement of the epidemic. Tsiis was rcsmirkably verified in the 
late season; and sisch e:\~e~ ileicn'o ihe more an. iisiou, as they ihir.ish she best means of 
calculating the p-ubabiliiv ■ = i" ;i;t-i ::-. :.ie .':..■: i ■ ssii'i.e. , Aecerdoidy, :A:e ease ot a decidedly 
malignant chsicacier was observed in she monlh of .Usne : several t.iji: place in July ; a still 
jJiealer number hi Au^itst s and at li.e , :a-_yusnss;;- ji iripttinbi r, they had become so nit 
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merouR as to ascertain the existence of 'he epidemic. Thro ugh 'Hi'. September and October, 
Ihe disease continued to prevail wiih more or less severity, iirtnurdiiw to die fluctuating 
state of the Yvenij]«r; but. to ■.curds die el esc of ihe latter mo n ill, I he coldness of the season 
had evidently cheched :'.■• icogress ; and ai iln; In ginning of November, the city was nearly 
restored to irs usual health. 

"During the curly pcrmd ■>:" ill? (■■■i:ii.-!iiLi:, ready till the cases look p!ace on the eastern 
side of the city, in Front, "Water, and Pearl streets, and principally below Barling-Slip, 
Tsie-y afterward became move generally diffused. About the 20th of September, they 
began to prevail near die North liver. On [he whole:, the; !i»n grounds on (he margin of 
the two rivers cctmimy prcduced t. chief purl of ih.e nanus, 'The. number of deaths in the 
city amounted to 11l.101.1t two hundred ; those nl. loe [Jebcvue. H.cs|iiuil lo 52, and those m 

the Murine Hospital, sent from ihe city, 1o iv.e.nly-eiglii. Toe v iber of eases of inulig- 

nant fever reported to the Board of Health, amounted to six bundled, ft is proper, .like. 
wif-e, in cs.timalit!;* the extent of the epidemic, *o nonce mi imiiseertutmal number, proha. 
lily about forty, who after their f!i»ht from ',!:'.: city died in various purl? of the. country. 

" 'I 'he source ol' ibis diseuso fur: in a mo? I :m nesting suhj< et of inquiry; on the success 
of which must dope ml nil rniiocel nun nileeiaate. menus of preventing and eradicating the 
evil. After a long and cu rcl'ul investigation of the subject, f cnunoi hesitate to conclude, 
tiiat a pern-icioan nxhnljlk.n or vaptirr Jitin/iiii: in ti.-c ndc ■:..>■;.'•■'■' me:, ix Ihe primary and essen- 
tial canst; nf thin disease." 

The yellow fever in 1822, made its appearance in a different 
quarter from that in which it had commenced its depredations in 
former years. It had uniformly begun somewhere on t.iie East river ; 
but now it was first seen in li.eelo.r-st.icot. towards the North river, a 
part of the city which had been heretofore doomed peculiarly un- 
healthy. The disease was first formally noticed by the Board of 
Health on the 31st of July. The Board again met at 12 o'clock, 
having agreed lo meet every riay tit that hour during the prevalence 
of fever. From the 13th of July to the 2d of November, twelve 
hundred and thirty-six persons died. 

"On the same day, liaturuay, the Situ A intrust, our city presented the appearance of a 
town besieged. From dnybretik ii',1 nig!:!, on:' hue >d carts, containing boxes, merchandise, 
and effects, were se.cn mining towt-.rds Grcei:«i L n Vibugu and the upper pairs of the city. 
Carriages and hacks, wagons and htirscmeu, wen: scouring the streets and filling the marls ; 
persons with anxiety stive: A;ly marked on 'heir iaiiiiili::iiini:i .-: and wil'u hurried gait were 
bustling through the streets. Temporary stores mid offices were erecting, and even on the 
ensuing day i^iuuiay) carls were in motion ;i:itl the saw unr.l haiunje.r busily at work. 
Within a few tlitys i.lc.reiJ'icr, trie Ouslouilmuse. the ro.sl.uilice, 'lie Bunks, 'lie insurance offi. 
ces.and lite primers of newspapers, located themselves in die villuyo or in the upper part of 
Broadway, where they were free from the impend it'..,': danger, ami ihese places almost in. 
slantaneously beeaiue Ihe teat of lite immense business its. tally carried on in this great 

Friday, the 11th of October, was observed as a day of public hu- 
miliation and prayer on account of the pestilence. 

" Immediately after (he address of die. Board to their fcllow.oiiiv.cns on the 96th October, 
the absentees began lo return to Ibeir respective abodes ivilh a precipitation almost unpar. 
nlleled. Forty or tiny curls a id wiil;.™? could be seen in a line transporting goods, wares, 
merchandise, and household furniture from the viliage of Greenwich and places in the 
outskirts of the coy, to the stores and hausos from which 'hry iiail been taken several 
weeks before. On the Sth November, ihe Customhouse, Post-office, Banks, Insurance 
offices, Printing edicts, Vettdim !\l;i slurs, "Ali-eltariTs, &.c., returned to their former habita- 
tions. About this time, the places of worship, which hail been so long shut, in the lower 
part of the city, were reopened, vessels came In our eloelts as usual, and a bustle again be. 
came visible at the firmer places of trade and commerce." 

In July, 1832, the asiatic cholera marie its appearance in this city. 
The following table is extracted from the New York Observer. It 
includes all the deaths from .Inly 2d, at about the time of its com- 
mencement, until Oct. 19th, when the pestilence had almost ceased. 
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The annexed description of New York in 1800, wns taken from a 
series of historical articles relating to the city, now being published in 
the New York Express, commenced two years since. 

" The fa sin ™ii lilt: pari uf the city, tip- W"<! end '•{ tlie Icimn, was in Wail and Pkic =.1:< cN, 
between Broadway and Pearl, — d'oarl frani Hnniivoi- square, (imw pari, of Old flip,; In 
John-Street, ahma; 5iale-s:rcc' and a par, of Broadway, below VV albs' re ci. Then the city 
hall was nol bsilr, arid on ike site whore it trow -"amis was ihc roar of '.ho almshouse — die 
hog-pen of which enclosed the cround now the most beautiful pari of the Park. The 
change is truly astor.ishiii.L-. In Wall-street, tor example, ibere now Is b'.it one family 
residing in the whule street, and r.har is over a. hank. Hardly an old building remains, 
and not one that is not so aherod as to be lo'ally i.iilTeronr l'.-ii:ii what it was then. At 
the corner of Nassau. street, stead (lie vcneiablc Federal hail, smoe lorn down — a splendid 
row of dwelling was afterward out up, which were suase;pie:]t.ly torn down to give place 
to the new customhouse, now h tildiog, _\o.\f below stood tlie elegant mansion of Mr. 
Verplanck, the bric'i of" which were bro:tg-hl from |-!o;kind, and In its stead is the Hank of 
the Scire of Xcw York. INe\t. was 1 1 1 ■ ■ residence of .1 elm Kocse, now Hie Union Bank — less 
changed than any oilier building. Tins, however, 011 toe first, of Slay, Is to be levelled with 
the ground, and a new bunking.') re.so 10 be put u;i. Between 11 and William-strect were 
the res id en i:es of Francis li. Wlndiiup and flliatk s Wilkes— in :he place of whieii are ihr; 
Dry Dock Bunk, anil flunk id' America. On the lot when', tho I.h'.ited States Bank now 
Btanils was the elegant mansion of Gen. John Lati.h. first collector of the port, and father 
of Alderman Lamb, This was considered not only the fniesi house, but was believed to 
be the grandest hou-c that conic, he built. Ou tin.: ooposit.c side, wiiere Is now goiag up 
Ihe massive new M-'i-diitit-' flta'aimge, siuod the rc-leoneo of Thomas Buchanan, Mrs, 
White, and William C. Lcfiingwcll. Mr. Jaimccy, an Enirlish gentleman who lived in 
preat style, occupied tlie building now roiled by Messrs. Dyki t = & Alstytio — ■] 1 i rt stable is 
the same buildin" no".- used by "the Boon; of Brokers. The very room in which millions 
of stock are sold every week was then a hay-loft. 

"The watch.hov.se was kepi at the comer of Broad-strect, new used by Robinson for 
the sale of his caricatures. Raker's tavern, one of the must noted pu'eio. bouses, was at the 
comer of New-street — a cktb me' there nightly for more loan half a century. Pine.street 
has under;.! one 'till grout. r cbaiig: S, — Loin Water-street 10 Broadway, every house has been 
demolished. Then not a store was to he seen. The o'd Freti! h church, tlie sinioteury of 
the Huguenots, stood ai. the corner of INassau. — its surroniuiin:: rnirybnr yard eon tamed I lie 
ashes of many of the 11103; valued oliizens. The Waleotls, J a;, s, U'iiddii gloe.s, Kadclifis, 
lirmkerhui's, Wells, and a host, of oihers, resided in this street, without. 11 thought that in 
less than 40, and even Si) years, nol one brick then sinndbig, wnnhJ remain on another. 

In Pearl.strect were tie. lasliiimable reside s of ^annad [)■■ iron, Jehu Ellis, John J, 

Glover, John Mowell, i'.obcn. Lcueti. Thomas Cuole, John Clone/, mini,;:. John B. Murray, 
Governor Broome, Andrew Ogdcn, Governor George Glinion, lueliurd Variek, and a great 
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number nf uthets. 
since, one of the iiu 
ramailted [hat he m 
gle spot. In Hanoi 1 



Nearly nil of those r. r n'lc!iion arc elc'f.-c;iscd. We noticed a few days 
iber, Mr. Demon, fur a long rime past a resident of Tennessee. He 

absolutely a sn-iuiger ; knew no one, ;itul cmilii hardly identify a tin. 
r square, stood a bloci, of Imildii;;;- honlinjr Old slip and Peari-street. 




View of t!ia City Hall, New York. 

The city hall* is one of the most prominent, buildings in New 
York, standing near the centre of the par],', an area of about four 
acres. Situated in this spacious area., it is seen to great advantage 
in every direction. 

"The building is of a square form, two stories in height, besides a 
basement story. It has a wing at each end, projecting from the front, 
and in the centre the roof is elevated to form an attic story. The 
whole length of the building is 2i!i feet, the breadth 105, and the 
height 51 feet. Including the attic story, it is 65 feet in height. The 
front and both ends, above l.ho basement story, are built of native 
white marble, from S to el; bridge, Massachusetts ; and the rest of the 
building is constructed of brown freestone. The roof is covered 
with copper, and there is a balustrade of marble entirely round the 
top. Rising from the middle of the root', is .a cupola, on which is 
placed a colossal figure of Justioi;, holding in Iter right hand, which 
vests on her forehead, a balance, and in her left, a. sword pointing to 
the ground. Justice is not blindfold, as she is represented in Europe. 

" There are four entrances to the building ; one in front, one in the 



" The above (lyyavini: was eonicii front u dtinvni" talien sunn; veins ago. Since then, 
the cupola has int-titi slijihlly ajeicd. ami a 'On-'i placed in i'. A smnll cupola, lias also 
been added in the rear, hi- which hangs the city lire-hoM. Tin; oily is divided into live fire 
districts, and when ihorc ;■= n lire the naiticnhir rii'lrin in w Inch ii is located is indioated by 
the number of limes which the boil tolls. For iiisnmce, when it is hi the first it tolls once, 
in the second, twice in succession, and so on, e\cc|i:i'-.u r hi :h !: liiih, which is indicated hy 
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rear, and one in each end. The front, which is the; principal, is on 
the first story, to which there is access by a flight of 12 marble steps, 
rising from which there fire 16 columns supporting a portico imme- 
diately over the entrance, also composed of marble. In the centre 
of the rear of the building, there is a projecting pediment. The en- 
trance in this quarter is also on the first story, by a flight of freestone 
steps. The first, story, in chiding the portico, is of the Ionic, the second 
of the Corinthian, the atlic of the Fancy, and the cupola of the Com- 
posite orders. 

"The foundation stone of this building was laid on 26th Septem- 
ber, 1803, during the mayoralty of Edward .Livingston, Esq., and at 
a time when the yellow fever prevailed in the city. It was finished 
in 1812, and the expense, exclusive of the furniture, amounted to half 
a million of dollars." 

" Fifty dollars, 7 ' says the New York Express, " were appropriated 
to defray the expenses of the ceremony of laying the corner-stone. 
These were the times when expenses of this sort were dealt out 
with a most sparing hand. No corporation dinners were allowed 
and two to three thousand dollars expended. When the corner- 
stone was laid, and long alter, the long building now standing on 
Chamber- street, and in which various courts are hold, was the alms- 
house. The paupers of that day numbered less than four hundred ; 
now, our Bellvue establishment has more inmates than the number 
of many of our most flourishing cities. Three to four thousand are 
the permanent inhabitants of the almshouse, besides quadruple 'that 
number who receive temporary relief from the commissioners. The 
space between the almshouse and city hall, was then a pig-pen, and 
contained hundreds of pigs, fattened by the wash of the almshouse, 
debtor's prison, and bridewell. It will he seen that the hall is mainly 
built of marble; the first design was that the whole should be built 
of that material. At that time, marble was high, and it was desira- 
ble to make a saving. It was maintained that the population would 
never, to any extent, settle above Chamber-street, and therefore, as 
the rear of the hall would not be seen, it was concluded to build the 
same of red freestone. This accounts for the difference between the 
front and rear." 

The following shows the Egyptian building, embracing the halls of 
justice, as it appears fronting Centre- street. The police courts are 
held here at all hours of the day ; the justices relieving each other 
in their sittings. This place may be considered as the head-quarters 
of the police officers or constables, who are constantly seen going 
after, and returning with criminals of every grade, from the genteel 
and accomplished, rascal, to Ins brother in crime, the coarse and bru- 
tal villain. Perhaps in no other part of the country are seen such 
degraded and disgusting exhibitions of fallen humanity, as in this 
place. Here many culprits of both sexes are literally dragged up 
to the tribunal of justice. While some are making complaints, others 
are being "examined," "sentenced," "bound over," or "reprimand- 
ed," as the case may be. While this is going on, the officers may 
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■n view of the Halls of Justice, Centre-street. 



be seen loading oft' some to the prisons, or tombs, (as they are famil- 
iarly called,) in another part of the building. The court of sessions 
is held in an adjoining part of the building, at which the recorder 



"This edifice now occupies the whole of the block bounded by 
Leonard, Elm, Franklin, and Centre streets, (formerly the corpora- 
tion yard,) and is 253 feet 3 inches in length, by 200 feet o inches 
in width. 

" The interior combines accommodations for the courts of sessions, 
police, grand jury, house of detention, records, city watch, district 
attorney, sheriff, clerk of the court, and other officers belonging to 
the different branches of the institution, together with the necessary 
offices for cooking, washing, watering, warming, &c. The whole 
designed by Mr. John TIaviland. 

"The four facades, as well as the entrance hall, are executed in 
the Egyptian style of architecture, with Hallowed granite. 

" The principal front lias a disfyle portico of four columns, with 
palm-leaved capitals. Above the capitals are square dies, upon 
which rests the architrave, ornamented with a large winged globe 
encircled by serpents. The architrave is surmounted by a cornice, 
composed of a bold Scotia, enriched will) reeded Triglyphs and a 
banded Torus ; and which, being of the same height with that of the 
similarly embellished wings, forms with them one continued line. 
Moreover, the handed moulding of the cornice descends in the form 
of a roller on all the external angles of the edifice. Both the wings 
are perforated with live lofty windows, exiendins the height of two 
stories, and finished with diminished pilasters, winch support a cor- 
nice over each, composed simply of a bold Scotia, enriched with a 
winged globe and serpents. 

" The lateral fronts on Leonard and Franklin streets have each 
two projecting pylones or porches, with two columns ; the one on 
Leonard-street adjoining the principal front, is the entrance to the 
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debtors' ward, and tin; opposite one on Franklin-street is the entrance 
to the police ward ; the other two corresponding porches next to 
Elm-street, form tiio carriage entrance to the house of* detention, 
These porches are 54 feet wide, and their columns and entablatures 
correspond with those of the principal front, but the caps and shafts 
of the column!; are less enriched. The recess in both these lateral 
fronts is six feet, and is relieved by five windows corresponding in 
character with those of the principal front, but of less proportion and 
enrichment, the Scotia being finished wiih reeded. Triglyphs only, 
instead of the winged globe and serpents. The approach to the 
windows on these fronts is guarded against by a neat railing in keep- 
ing with the architecture. The rear or front on Elm-street having 
no entrance or windows, is simply relieved by seven narrow recesses 
in imitation of embrasures, and a railing in the same style as those 
on the lateral fronts. 

" A terrace surrounds the whole enclosure, raised ten feet above the 
level of Centre-street, from which you ascend eight steps of a trun- 
cated and pyramidal form, to the platform of the portico, from which 
you ascend also twelve steps, between the interooluiiiniatkm of the 
rear columns to the entrance hall. This hall is 50 feet square and 
2$ feet high, supported by eight columns, ranged between two rows 
with their autre placed on the opposite walls. These columns bear 
the character or an order taken from the colonnade of the temple of 
Medynet Abou. Attached to the antes opposite these columns, the 
architect, originally designed to place the Egyptian caviatides, so 
highly spoken of by the French artists in .Napoleons great work on 
Egypt, published by Pauckonclie; and he feels assured that the 
Board will yet he of his opinion, and finally adopt these splendid and 
imposing figures in tins entrance hall, as nothing else will be wanting 
to perfect the edifice ; their capitals are ornamented with the leaves 
and flowers of the Lotus. The floors are arched and laid in mosaic 
of an Egyptian character, governed in form by the compartments in 
the ceiling to which each belongs. 

" The principal courts, jury, witness, and other business rooms, are 
connected with, and lead into the entrance hall. On the left side 
are doors and passages eommuiiicnting with the grand jury room, 
offices for register, clerk of the court, district attorney, and sheriff, 
debtors' ward and witness' rooms ; and on the right side arc disposed 
the magistrates' offices, court, and witness' rooms, watchmen's dor- 
mitories, police, court, officers' rooms, and cells lor nightly commit- 
ments. The centre leads to the court of sessions, (including two jury 
rooms, and separate gallery capable of containing an audience of 
300 persons ;) the whole well ventilated and lighted, and in a situa- 
tion the least liable to be disturbed by the noise of the adjoining streets. 

"The house of detention is a distinct and isolated building, 142 
feet in length by 45 in width. It contains 148 cells, divided into four 
distinct classes for prisoners, including baths, and rooms for male a.nd 
female, white and black vagrants. The lower cells are B feet it 
inches wide, 11 feet, high, a.nd 15 feet long, diminishing 18 inches in 
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length in each story ; they am provided with cast-iron water closets, 
hydrant, writer cock, ventilators, and arc warmed by Perkins' hot 
water pipes, (introduced and now- in successful operation in the new 
penitentiaries ai Philadelphia and Trenton, by J. Haviland, architect.) 
The floors, and ceilings, and galleries are Conned of slabs from the 
North river flagging : the doors and window jambs of iron ; and the 
entire cells are otherwise finished on the most approved plan for se- 
curity, seclusion, ventilation, economy of supervision and watching. 
The corridors are ten feet wide below, and widen at each story to 
19 feet at the summit, affording a. free ventilation and nn interrupted 
view of every cell door, tram the observatory. A bridge leads across 
from the house of detention to the prisoners' seat in the courthouse. 
By reference to the specifications and drawings, it will be seen that 
every part of the building is calculated to be executed in the most 
substantial and approved manner, with the best materials of their 
kind : and that no pains or expense is spared lo e fleet, all the desired 
objects of the institution, with the aid, experience, and best talent 
that the country affords, 

"The building is generally lire-proof by ceilings and floors of 
arched masonry. 

"The site on which the building is erected, is formed of made 
ground, every precaution having been used to render the foundation 
secure by the introduction of iron ties, inverted arches, and heavy 
timbering. The whole area was excavated several feet below the 
water level, large timbers were placed together, and range timbers 
at. right angles with these laid several feet, wider than the respective 
walls. 

" This edifice was commenced in 18,'Ki, and finished during the 
r of 1838."— New York in 1840. 




Vino of the PcuiknU'try on Blacktrdi'x inland. 

The above is a view of the penitentiary on Black well's island, 
about, four miles NE. of the city hall. Itis an immense stone edifice, 
recently erected, partly by convicts. The main building is four stories 
high, surmounted by a square tower ; the two wings, each extend- 
ing upwards of 200 ieet from the centre building, are also four stories 
high. The interior is fitted up with rooms for the accommodation 
of'tho keepers, workshops in which the prisoners are obliged to labor, 
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and numerous cells; the whole being constructed in the most sub- 
stantial and secure manner. Bridewell is situated at Bellvue, being 
part of the building now used as the female penitentiary. Criminals 
convicted of petit larceny, tfcc, are confined hen: : also prisoners 
before trial. The house of refuge is situated about 2\ miles N. of 
the city hall, and is under the control of the ' Society for the Re- 
formation of Juvenile Delinquents.' It was incorporated in 1825. 

" Banks.— There arc now in the city of New York twenty-three 
incorporated banks, with an aggregate capital of .§20,361,300. There 
are also incorporated in the state of New York seventy-five other 
banks, with an aggregate capital of ;U (1,7-10, 'J(i0, making in all ninety- 
eight banks, with a total capital of *i,'i7,10 1,408. All but eight of the 
above banks are subject to the Safety b'und Act; the exceptions are 
the Manhattan, Dry Dock, Fulton, North 'River, and Chemical hanks, 
in the city of New York ; the Long Island Bank, Brooklyn ; Com- 
mercial Bank, Albany; and Bank of Rochester, in the city of Roch- 
ester. The Safety Fund now amounts to $500,000, which is the 
maximum provided by law. This fund was created by an annual 
tax upon the Safety Fund Pxrnls. and in case of the failure of any 
one or more of them, it is liable to be drawn on for the deficit. 

"The banks are open every day in the year, from 10 A. M. to 3 
P. M., except Sundays, Christmas day, New Year's day, the Fourth 
of July, and genera.! holidays appointed by legal authority, and the 
Bank of New York on Good Fridays, In ]8r>l,40bks, cap. 35 mills. 

" The rate of discount is per cent, per annum, (calculating 380 
days to the year.) excepting when notes have over 00 days to run. 
Three days' gca.ee are allowed on all notes, and the discount taken 
for the same. When notes have over 00 days to run, the banks have 
the privilege of charging 7 per cent." In 185 1, 209 iinks. in the Slate. 

The following is an account of the great fire in 1835, by which it 
is estimated that about twenty millions worth of property was de- 



" One ef die most alniiiiir.L! and destructive iiroa over kuov.u in idis hemisphere, broke 
out oil Wednesday evening, DeeemWr .liil:;, IctLiti, in ihe pre mis cs of Messrs. Crawford &. 
Andrew;, iitiia'e N'n. Ha Mfre'ie.nt-sliY.et, in this eity, which in a short time raged wit]] 

sttch intensity at to dely liie etieriior.s of Mil: i^n- m , ami otheiv, wlin with tiiufil zeal arid 

prompt t'.ieic- wore t;ukkly on ibo a[> ii lor die pnraoae i,i'fitjp:i:;iir its ravagoa. The inutility 
of all aid was, however, anon pereepiiide, and all thai cri.dd he. done, was to remove wlial 
could in haste bo go; legoiher, tn anoh pkiocs :ia hits deemed beyond ibo reach of the de. 
vouriiijj ckmcni. With ilea impression, an immense quiiriU'.y of good* we™ jilaeed, lor 
safety from building in the immediate vielnily of slit iin .111 tiie Mi-rt limits' ilxehatige and 
Kei'nrmed Dnl.eh (.luueb, where i* was in;:t;mf(i tbey would remain tree from danger ; 
nlfts! the luliiily of human speeulatlon ; lv.11 a short time bad elapard tVoni the time of such 
deposit to the whoie iieing eiiveliipKil in dtirurs, am] titese splendid buildings were soon 
reduced to a heap of aslies. The power of mar: was finiilessly einployeii in attempts to 
Etay its impetuosity, wiiiob every minute iuerenaeo in die most Harming manner, spreading 
in all din: eti 011s, and cat;s : :ig lite almost dismay and eotisiemtition tluo-.tgii the whale city 
Any attempt to convoy 10 die mind a laithiul deseripthm ...f" tint- av, fully grand scene that pre. 
somen itself to the view of those wha were, witnesses of this dreaeti.L catastrophe, mast 01 
necessity be. very feeble. 

" The morning of the 1 Til of Dire m be ;■, 1;jj, oiii'iied vtpoti N< w York wiih 11 arena 
of devastation around, suiiiciottt to dismay the stoutest hear:. The tii.c range of buiklinga 
End splendid stores in Exchange plaee, Me'reham-street, anei a. I :[-.<• aojotnmp; streeia down 
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to the river, lay literally levelled to the earth, with their content* coiisumed; the Itfer. 

rhants' fjxohamto and I '■.■-!_ .ili.v iicly ile.-tieyee— dm whoje one heap o.'stnokmc ruins. 

" A tolerably rotTeol idea, of (lie o.v'cui. of mis (ievusiutioji rimy lit burned from the fol. 
[ov.iii.-; i,cc;mii\ whit': ;i;.i(,'05ii'i! I bo uevl moiina:; in me Cmiier and Enquirer. 

" Souih-slrcet is Iiull:olI doivn mm; Wnd-siiee: ;u L'ocudci' slip, 1'ron'. street is burned 
down from Wiili-sav-; to Conniii s slip. l'( nri-street is burned down from Wnii -street to 
Coendes alley, and was there si ijj-.ir-:] hy blowim! up a bnildis);'.'. B tone -si reel is burned 
down from IVilliam-sireei to No. 32 on die one .side ami No. 3!! on the other.. Beaver. 
street is burned down half way to Broad-street. Idvchange place is barued down from 
rlanover.streel to within [brce doors of liioLid-s'reel ; here the llatuc* were stopped by 
blowing up a lions.;-. Wiliiam-siroct is b'.:i";ed tiuwii from Wail-s-ieet 10 Soudi-street, botii 
sides of tbc way. Market-house down. Well-sheet, i.s b;:p:etl down en the south side, 
from Wiiiiam.strcet ro Soud;-sire<.;, »ii'i ilie exccpiiijn el' 51, 53, b'5, 57, 5'J, 111, opposite 
diis office. All the s'rcoii and ai-eys wi'i:iu 'he above linn's me destroyed. 

" The Pi". !o v':::_'. will he f.jii:id a tekraNv a-.'ci:ra:c siatcmem or" the m:i;.':h:r oflmnses and 
stores now levelled wi.li the jreuod : 21) on \v"arer.s:rrcl, 37 on rioudi.strco t, 80 on front, 
street, 132 on Exchange place, 41 on W :' 11 i:im. street, 1G on Cocnth.s alio, 3 on Hanover 
square, 21} on Gouve:i:oiir's iauc, SO on Cayier's adey, 7!) on Peail-slroet, 76 on Water. 
street, 16 on lianovcr.sirect, 31 on tdsoliungc-s'.rcel, 33 on Old slio, di) ot; St one. street, 
23 on Bcaver.sneot, 1(1 ,m done-' lime, 3d ott Mill-street ;— Total, 674. 

"Six hundred and reveu'v-ldnv tenements. By far the ^rea-er pan in the occupaey of 
mil- largest shippme; mid ii l.oli ;i.le diyrnieiis mi r< hums, and tided with the tithes! products 
of every portion oi' the globe. How estimate the immense loss sustained, or the fearful 
consequences to the general prosperity 1 

" Of the Merchant;' kxdisii'.gti oodbng but ds niai'it wall? remain standing. 

-'Three or iojr vessels lyiuij a I die v. barves on ^nadi-street t'-i -di/duly injured in theii 
yards and ri.yim;. Ti.ev were all dueled on: into die river as soon as prat lie tilde. 

" A detachment of marines from the uavv-yurd undu;' .l.iem. lieyuolils, and of sailors 
under Cant. Mix of die navy, arrived on the spot at two o'clock in the morning. They 
rendered most variable service. The gmipuvrocr i oamh: from ;nc mamizme at Red hook 
was ptirtly under their charge. 

" Tae cold during the whole lime was excessive ; d'.o diermome'cr al y.e.io. It may be 
easily supposed liiai ihis irrcady pnrak-siti the eserdei'. of the lifonioti. One sank undct 
lis elite's, and was widi oil"i;;ioly resuscitated. 

"Two companies, Willi their engines, arrived here from Newark, and rendered very 
material assistance. 

"The passengers in ibe sieambeat C'-immg down die river, saw the flames from the 
Highlands, forty.fivc iruies dislant, and sued was the violence of die talc, during the- prcra. 
lence of the fire, that biirmnff embers were carded across the lias: river to Brooklyn and 
set fire ro the ruofoi'a noase diere, wddeh was however spceildy extinguished. 

" Snout' botiios of cava] ty ami vobmieer infamry were pntroidue; the streets near the fire, 
and preserved peril. ei oviler for :he parpaso uf preveiv.in;; depredations." 

Columbia college, (formerly King's coMogo.) is situntcd on a beau- 
tiful square between Murray, 1'arcluy, Church, and Chapel streets, 
in the city of New York. It was established under a royal charter 
in 1754, which has been confirmed by various acts of the legislature 
since the revolution. 

" There arc two literary societies connected with the college, 
composed of students and graduates — viz, the Peithohgian and the 
Philokxian societies. 

" There is also connected with the college, a grammar school, 
subject to the control of the trustees, and under the direction of Pro- 
fessor Anthon, as rector. The school is composed of upwards of 
200 hundred scholars, and instruction is given in all branches neces- 
sary for admission into any college, or for the counting-house. 

"Eight instructors are constantly employed, besides one teacher in 
French, one in Spanish, and one in German and Italian. There is 
also a primar;- school attached to this institution, in which boys from 
five to ten years are prepared for the more advanced classes. 
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View of the Custom house, Walt-xti-cct. 

"By a statute of Columbia college, the corporation of the city of 
New York, the trustees of the New York Public School Society, the 
trustees or directors of I he Clinton Hall Association, of the Mercantile 
Library Association, and of the Mechanic and Scientific Institutions, 
the General Society of Mechanics and Tradesmen, and such other 
societies as the board of trustees may from time to tunc designate, 
are each entitled to have always two students educated 01 tiie college 
free of all charges of tuition. Every religious deaojntnatioil in the 
city is also entitled to have one student, who may I" 1 designed for the 
ministry, educated free of all charges. And every school, from 
which there shall be admitted in any one year into the college four 
students, have the privilege of sending one scholar, to be educated 
gratuitously. In order to give effect to the privilege in regard, to 
the common schools in the city, twelve scholars at one time receive 
gratuitous instruction in the grammar school preparatory to their 
entering the college." 

The above is a view of the new customhouse as seen from Wall- 
street. This structure surpasses any building of its size in the 
world, both in the beauty of its design and the durability of its con- 
struction. It is in the form of a parallelogram. 200 feet long, by 90 
wide; and about 80 feet in height from the bottom of the foundation 
wall to the top. Brick, granite, and marble arc used in the construc- 
tion; all the inside walls are of bricl:, with the exception of those hi the 
rotunda, which are of marble. The steps and stairs throughout are 
of a light-colored granite, employed for the sake of durability. At 
the extremity of the entrance hall is the rotunda, or large circular 
apartment to be used as the collector's office. This is a most splen- 
did room ; the roof is supported by 10 beautiful marble columns, high- 
ly polished with Corinthian capitals. ,'iO leei high, and 2 feet 8 inches 
in diameter. The diameter of the rotunda is 00 feet in the clear, 
and 80 feet in the recesses. The largest blocks of marble used in 
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STATUE OF GEORGE III, 
Demolished on the Declaration of Independence in New York, 1170. 




INAUGURATION OF WASHINGTON, 
In the gallery of Federal Hall, New York, SOth April, 1189, 
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the building weigh thirty-three tons. The marble slabs for the roof 
weigh 300 or 100 pounds, and lap over each other eight inches with 
an upper and an under lip, to allow of the expansive power, and to 
keep out the least particle of water. The entire outside of this 
splendid edifice is of marble, with the exception of the granite steps. 
There is not a particle of wood work in any part of the building, 
and it is probably the only structure iu the world that has been erect- 
ed so entirely fire-proof. This elegant edifice was commenced in 
May, 1834, and finished in May, 1841. The cost, ground inclusive, 
was ©1,175,000— building alone, ,$950,000. The architect is Mr. 
John Frazee, and it will probably remain for ages a monument of his 
skill. 

The number of officers employed in the customhouse is 354, of 
whom nearly 200 arc inspectors. The amount of duties received for 
the last three years has been as follows, viz :— 

1838 310,494,055 34 

1839 13,070,332 49 

1840 7,557,4413(5 

The old city or Federal J I nil stood on the present site of the Cus- 
tomhouse. It was in its gallery on Wall-street, on April 30th, 1789, 
that George Washington was inaugurated the first President of the 
United States. The annexed account of this ceremony is from Sparks' 
Life of Washington : — 

"A committee of congress, consisting of three members of the 
Senate and five of the House of Representatives, was appointed to 
meet him in New Jersey and attend him to the city of New York. 
To Elizabeth town Point came many other persons of distinction, and 
the heads of the several departments of government. Hewasthere 
received in a barge, splendidly fitted up tor the occasion, and rowed 
by thirteen pilots in white uniforms. This was followed by vessels 
and boats, fancifully decorated, and crowded with spectators. When 
the President's barge came near to the city, a salute of thirteen guns 
was fired from the vessels in the harbor, ami from the battery. At the 
landing he was again saluted by a discharge of artillery, and was 
joined by the governor and other officers of the state, and the cor- 
poration of the city. A procession was then formed, headed by a 
long military train, which was followed by the principal officers of 
the state and city, the clergy, foreign ministers, and a great con- 
course of citizens. The profession advanced to the house prepared 
for the reception of the President. The day was passed in festivity 
and joy, and in the evening the city was brilliantly illuminated. 

"The first public act of the President was that of taking the oath 
of office. It was decided by congress, that this should be done with 
some ceremony. In the morning of the day appointed, April 30th, 
at 9 o'clock, religious services suited to the occasion were performed 
in all the churches of the city. At twelve the troops paraded before 
the President's door, and soon afterward came the committees of 
congress and the heads of departments in carriages, to attend him to 
the Federal Hall, where the two houses of congress were assembled. 
25 
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The procession moved forward with the troops in front, next the 
committees and heads of dcpii.rt.ni on Is, then the ('resident in a coach 
alone, followed by the foreign ministers, civil officers of the state, and 
citizens. Arrived at the hall, he ascended to the senate chamber, 
and passed thence to a balcony in front of the house, where the oath 
was administered to him in presence of the people by Chancellor 
Livingston. The President returned to the senate chamber, in the 
midst of loud acclamations from the surrounding throng of spectators, 
and delivered to the two branches of congress bis inaugural speech. 
He then went on foot to St. Paul's church, where prayers were read 
by the bishop, and the ceremonies were closed. Tokens of joy were 
everywhere exhibited, as on the day of his arrival, and at night there 
was a display of illuminations and fire-works." 




Merchant's Exchange, Wall-street. 

This structure, now erecting and nearly completed, is in part on 
the site of the Exchange building destroyed by the great fire of De- 
cember, 1835, ami embraces all the ground between William and Wall 
streets, Exchange place, and 1 Ian over-street, covering the entire block, 
The dimensions are 108 feet on Wall-street, 171 on Willi am- street, 
144 on Hanover-slreet, and 10G feet on Exchange place. It is 77 feet 
high to the top of the cornice, and 124 feet from the foundation wall 
to the top of the dome. 

The building when finished will be of the Grecian Ionic style of 
architecture, trie exterior of which will be constructed of blue Quin- 
cy granite, in the most chaste and durable manner. In front, on 
Wall-street, will be a recessed portico, with IS massive columns, 38 
feet in height. The process of quarrying is curious. The quarry is in 
in the side of a hill ; the ends of a block of granite are cleared, a row of 
holesare drilled in a straight line, wedges are inserted, and an enormous 
piece of stone weighing from 300 to 400 i.or.s is i bos wedged oft' with 
ease. Each of the columns for the portico weigh about 90 tons in 
the rough, and five men with a simple apparatus draw it out of the 
quarry in two or three days to the place where the workmen stand 
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View of the New York University. 

ready to hammer-dress it. The fair market price of one of these 
columns is 16,000 ; but the Exchange company pay only ©3,000 for 
them, delivered in New York. These columns with but one excep- 
tion, (that of a church at St. Petersburg,) are the largest in the world, 
being 38 feet in height, and 4 feet 4 inches hi diameter : and each of 
the column?, including the base, cap, and shaft, weighs 43 tons. The 
exchange room or rotunda is a most magnificent apartment, in the cen- 
tre of the building. The height of it to the spring of the dome is 51 
feet, and above this the dome is 30 feet high ; the whole to be sur- 
mounted by a lantern sky-light. 37 feet, diameter, and G feet high. The 
floor is to be of fine marble— its diameter is 80 feet in the clear, and 
100 feet in the recesses, forming an area of 7000 square feet, which 
it is estimated, will hold 301)11 persons. The dome is partly support- 
ed by eight polished Italian marble commits with Corinthian capitals, 
executed in Italy; these are 41 feet in height, including the cap and 
base, and 4 feet S inches in diameter. There will also be many rooms 
for the accommodation of public and private offices, so constructed 
as to be entirely hre-prooi; under the superintendence of Mr. Isaiah 
Rogers, the architect of the building. The cost of the structure will 
be about $2,000,000. 

The above is a view of the New York University, built in the col- 
legiate gothic style, situated on the east side of Washington square. 
This institution was chartered in 1831, and opened for the reception 
of students in 1832. The number of students in 1840 was 364. 

" This building has just been completed, alter a labor of several 
years ; it is one hundred feet, wide, and one hundred and eighty feet 
long. In front this oblong is divided into five parts — a central build- 
ing, with wings flanked by towers, one rising on each of the four 
corners of the edifice. This central building or chapel is superior to 
the rest in breadth, height, and character; and is somewhat similar 
to that of King's college, Cambridge, England; a masterpiece of 
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pointed architecture, and the model for succeeding ages. It is fifty- 
five feet broad, and oighly-five leet deep, including the octangular 
turrets, one of which rises at each of the four corners. The two 
ends are gabled, and are, a.s well as the sides, crowned with an em- 
battled parapet. The chapel will receive its principal light from a 
window in the western end. This window is twenty-four feet wide, 
and fifty high. It has eight lights and two embattled transoms. The 
heads of the lights are cinque-toiled in a plain arch, and the divisions 
above are quatre-foiled. Over the head of the window is a drip- 
stone, with plain returns. From the central building, or chapel, wings 
project right and left, and are four stories in height, Hanked by towers 
of five, supported by angular buttresses of two stages, running above 
an embattled parapet, and arc at the top themselves embattled. The 




York Institution for the. Dr.af and Dumb. 



windows in the wings have square heads, wile two lights, a plain 
transom, and the upper division tre-lbiled. The heads of the win- 
dows are labelled, and have plain returns. The lower range of win- 
dows is set on a tablet, which serves as a base, and the two ranges 
above are set on strings, which return around the turrets, and stop 
against the buttresses. The principal entrance is under the great 
western window, through a richly movilded and deeply recessed 
portal, flanked by buttresses of two stages, the upper stage set di- 
agonally, and rising above an embattled parapet. The doors are of 
oak, richly pa rmel led, and filled with tracery of open work, closely 
studded with bronze." 

" The New York Institution for the instruction of the deaf and 
dumb, was incorporated in IS] 7, and commenced operations under its 
charter, by opening a school for the reception of pupils on the 12th 
day of May, 1818. Until the spring of 1829, the school was held in 
the building now called the new City Hall, At that time the pupils 
were transferred to a. large building creeled for the purposes of the 
institution, on Fiftieth-street and the Fourth A. venue, three and a half 
miles from the City Hall. Communication between the institution 
and the city is rendered very easy, by the cars which pass on the 
Harlfem railroad, (Fourth Avenue.) every fifteen or twenty minutes 
in both directions. 
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" The principal building occupied fur the purposes ol' ihe institution, 
is one hundred and ten feet by sixty, in the dimensions of its plan, 
and five stories in height, including lite btisement. It accommodates, 
with some inconvenience, Uie number of pupils which the institution 
embraces at present, with the teachers, the family of the principal, 
and such other persons as are needed to assist in conducting the affairs 
of the establishment. 

"The original charter of the institution being about to expire by 
limitation on the first day of April, 1837, it was extruded by the le 
giskture, in the spring of 1836, for a period of twenty-five years. 

" The number of pupils who were members of the institution in 
1840, was one hundred and fifty- two. One hundred and fourteen of 
these are supported at the expense of the state of New York, six 
at the expense of the state of New Jersey, twelve by the city au- 
thorities, one by the supervisors of the county of Dutchess, twelve 
by the funds of lUeitutitmioii, and i lie vest by tlteir parents or friends." 

The New York iiisiitutioii.for the blind.- — This institution contains 
about fifty blind pupils, who, in addition to the school exercises, are 
employed in making baskets, mats, rugs, carpeting, and in braiding 
palm-leaf hats. They are also taught, instrumental and vocal music. 

The New York Historical Society, established in 1809, by private 
contribution and legislative assistance, possesses a library of about 
10,000 volumes, valuable manuscripts, coins, &c. The Stuyvesant 
Institute was organized in 1834, ibv the diffusion of knowledge by 
means of popular lectures, to establish a cabinet of natural history, 
library, &c. The American Lycnan, ior the promotion of education, 
was founded in 1831. The New I'or/c Society Library was estab- 
lished in 1754, and has 35,000 volumes. The Apprentices' Library 
was established by the General Society of Mechanics and Trades- 
men in 1821, and has about 12,000 volumes. 

The Mr.rc.an/ik-. Library Association.-— 'I'his noble institution was es- 
tablished in 1821, since which time it has gone on gradually and 
steadily increasing, until it now numbers 3,500 members, and a splen- 
did library of 22,500 volumes, with an annual income of about 88,000, 
Connected with the library are extensive reading-rooms, which are 
supplied with all the principal American and foreign periodicals. 
Lectures are regularly given by those distinguished in the various 
departments of science or literature. Classes are also formed for 
instruction, and the facilities here given at a trifling expense to the 
clerk for acquiring a finished mercantile education, are unequalled 
perhaps by any similar institution in the world. 

The College of Physicians ami Surgeons was formed in 1807, by 
the legislature of New York, at the recommendation of the regents 



of the University, by whose immediate government it is controlled. 

The New York Eye Infirmary was founded in 1820; since this 
' ' ' ' period been 

New York 
e governor 
om various 
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period about. 17,000 persons have for a longer or shorter period been 
under the care of the surgeons of this institution. The New York 
Hospital was founded in 1771, by the earl of Dunmore, the governor 
of the colony. This institution has an annual revenue from various 



sources of about $68,000, the larger portion of which is annually 
expended. The Blooiniu^dak Asylum for the insane is pleasantly 
situated near the banks of the Hudson river, distant 7 miles from the 
city, and has attached to it 40 acres of land, laid out in gardens, 
pleasure grounds, &c, well adapted for the unfortunate inmates. 

The American Academy of Fine Arts, in Bar clay- street, was incor- 
porated in 1808. Napoleon, while first consul, presented Mr. Liv- 
ingston, our ambassador to France, with a valuable collection of 
casts, engravings, &c, for this institution, which may be seen by the 
public during the season of exhibition. The National Academy of 
Design was instituted in 1820. It is enriched with many produc- 
tions of American art. It has professorships of Painting, Anatomy. 
Sculpture, and Mythology. 

The number of churches in 1851 was two hundred and thirty-three, 
named in the annexed list. 
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Gothic {Sale Manoiiic) Iltili. I'rotidtt-aij, 

1841. 

This building, lately the head-quarters of the Whig party in this 
city, is situated on the east side of Broadway, about 00 rods north of 
the Park. The foundation was commenced on St. John's day, 24th 
June, 1826; when the corner-stone was d aid with all due ceremony 
by the craft, in presence of thousands of citizens. It was finished in 
the subsequent year ; the whole cost being $50,000. The building 
has lately undergone some alterations internally, and the name been 
changed to that of Gothic Hall. 
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View of Tammany ISall' and the adjoining buildings. 

The above shows the appearance of Tammany Hall and the adja- 
cent buildings as they appear from the southern wing of the City 
Hal!. Tammany Hull lias acquired considerable celebrity from 
being the head-quarters of the democratic party. The other build- 
ings seen on this block arc mostly new spapev establishments : " The 
Sun," "New Era," " 'Brother Jonathan," the "Tattler," and some 
others are published here. The office of the Sun, a daily paper, is 
on the corner of the block. This is the oldest penny paper in the 
city, having been commenced towards (ho close of 1833, on a medium 
sheet, by Day and Wisner. Two or three months afterward the 
Transcript was begun of the same size, by Hayward, Lynde, and 
Stanley. The Herald, by J. G. Rennet, was the nest living penny 
publication: it was started in 1835. The New Era. by Locke and 
Price, followed in 1836. From 5,000 to 80,000 copies of some of the 
penny papers are sold daily. A large proportion of these go into the 
hands of those who take no other paper ; and who, were it not for their 

* This name is e'erived from at: Indian eb.W or pr.int, who is Supposed to have been 
alive as late as the veer IGiilh Mr, Ileckv.-cklor, in hi,- H ■=*,..■:;-, says that all that is known 
of him is " that hf rees a Drlau'in: chief, who never had his equal. The fame of this 
great man extended even aiming die whiles, who iabricLia.d lama'-raui. legends respecting 
him, which I never hoard, however, from die inoudi of an Indian, n:id therefore believe to 
be fabulous. In the revolutionary «it, Ins enl'ia-iasde adndit a's d'.dd.ed him a saint, and 
he was estahiifhul, under ±e name of St. Tammany, die patron saint of America. His 
name was inserted in some ea'endais, and ins festival celebrated or. the Erst day of May in 
every year. On that day a niiieereus saeiety of ids vcearics walked together in procession 
ihronjrh the stree'a cf.Philadoiph'iis 'bei; Inns deeoi'nied wi:h nicks' tali?, and proceeded to 
ii handsome rural place out of town, which tln-y eat'aii the wigiiMiti; where, aiicv a long 
tail;, or Indian speech iiail been delivered, and the cilmiw of pence and friendship hut! 
been duly smoked, they -ajent the riay in festivity and mirth." 
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cheapness, would be destitute, in a. great measure, of correct informa- 
tion respecting public events. It is estimated that about 620,000 
newspapers are issued in the city every week, and in the course of 
the year upwards of thirty-two millions. 




The Battery, and Castle Garden. 

" The Battery. — This beautiful promenade- is situated at the south- 
west end of the island, and junction of the North and East rivers, 
and possesses attractions unsurpassed, perhaps, by any other similar 
place of resort in the world, justly commanding the admiration of 
every visiter. It is in full view oi the bay and surrounding scenery 
of Long Island, Staten Island, New Jersey, and the islands in the 
harbor. From no one point can a better idea be formed of the mag- 
nitude of the commerce of the city ; the numerous ships, steam- 
boats, and small vessels, that are constantly entering and departing 
from the port, forming a scene of stirring interest. Of the bay itself, 
we deem it appropriate in this place to quote the language of a late 
English tourist. 

'"I have never seen the bay of Naples. I can therefore make no 
comparison ; hut my imagination is incapable of conceiving any thing 
more beautiful than the harbor of New York. Various and lovely 
are the objects which meet the eye on every side : but the naming 
them would only be to give a list of words, without conveying the 
faintest idea of the scene. I doubt if even the pencil of Turner could 
do it justice, bright and glorious as it rose upon us. We seemed to 
enter the harbor of New York upon waves of liquid gold ; and as 
we dashed past the green isles which rise from its bosom like guar- 
dian sentinels of the fair city, the setting sun stretched his horizontal 
beams further and further, at each moment, as if to point out to us 
some new glory in the landscape.' 

" The Battery extends somewhat in the form of a crescent, from 
the termination of Broadway. Creenwieh. and Washington streets, on 
the northwest, to Whitehall-street, on the east, covering an area of 
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nearly 11 acres, and laid out in grass-plots and gravel walks, shaded 
with trees. The exterior, fronting the harbor, is built up with hewn 
stone ; and on this side is a paved walk, with stone posts connected 
with a neat open railing. An expensive iron railing, with gateways, 
extends along tlic interior front." 

"Originally this point of land was fortified by the Dutch, who 
threw up embankments, upon which they placed some pieces of 
cannon. 'In process of time,' says Knickerbocker, 'it came to be 
pleasantly overrun by a verdant carpet of grass and clover, and 
their high embankments overshaded by wide-spreading sycamores, 
among whose foliage the little birds sported about, rejoicing the ear 
with their melodious notes. The old burghers would repair of an 
afternoon to smoke their pipes under the shade of their branches, 
contemplating the golden sun, as lie gradually sunk in the west, an 
emblem of that tranquil end towards which themselves were hasten- 
ing ; while the young men and the damsels of the town would take 
many a moonlight stroll among these favorite haunts, watching the 
chaste Cynthia tremble along the calm bosom of the bay, or light up 
the while sail of some gliding bark, and interchanging the honest 
vows of constant affection. Such was the origin of that renowned 
walk, the Batter//, which though ostensibly devoted to the purposes 
of war, has ever been consecrated to the sweet delights of peace: 
The favorite walk of declining age ; the healthful resort of the feeble 
invalid ; the Sunday refreshment of the dusty tradesman ; the scene 
of many a boyish gambol ; the rendezvous of many a tender assigna- 
tion ; the comfort of the citizen ; the ornament of New York, and 
the pride of the lovely island of rJunnahatta.'" 

"Castle Garden.— On a mole, connected with the Battery by a 
bridge, is situated Castle Garden, originally erected for a fortification, 
and used for that purpose until 1823, when it was ceded by the 
United States to the corporation of this city, since which it has been 
leased for a place of public amusement or recreation. On the top of 
the walls, a walk, covered by an awning, has been constructed, from 
whence a fine view of the harbor and adjacent scenery is obtained. 
Within the walls over ten thousand people may be accommodated, 
and concerts and .fireworks are occasionally given." 

" Vauxhall Garden— Is situated near the junction of the Bowery 
and Broadway, fronting on the former, and is at present a place of 
great resort in summer. On the evenings of public days, fireworks 
and other entertainments are exhibited ; but by the late improve- 
ments in that part of the city, particularly by the extension of Lafay- 
ette place through the garden, its dimensions have been much les- 
sened. 

Niblo's Garden— Is one of the most fashionable places of resort 
in the city, during the summer months. It has been laid out with 
great taste, and when open to the public, is handsomely lighted, and 
decorated with paintings, mirrors, &c. The walks are bordered 
with shrubbery and flowers in great variety. Fireworks are occa- 
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sionally exhibited ; and in the saloon, which is a very tasteful an* 
airy building, theatrical and musical entertainments ;.Li*e given." 

"American Museum. — This excellent institution was founded in 
1810, by the late John Seudder, by whose arduous efforts, and the 
persevering exertions of its more recent proprietors, it has arose to 
its present high standing. It continues daily to improve in every de- 
partment, by extensive and valuable additions of the works of nature 
and artificial curiosities, from all parts of the world. Its immense 
collections are well arranged and beautifully displayed in four spa- 
cious saloons, each one hundred feet in length ; in addition to which 
another apartment has recently been added of still larger dimensions. 
The Grand Cosmorama of this establishment is truly a most splendid 
affair, which for extent, of glasses and magnificence of views, is not 
surpassed in this or any other country. The views embrace a great 
variety of subjects, and were all executed expressly by Italian artists 
of eminence in their profession. No labor or expense has been 
spared to render this establishment well deserving a. continuance of 
that liberal and distinguished patronage it has always received. 
The building is very high, and from its observatory may be enjoyed 
some of the 'finest views in the city, and of the beautiful bay and sur- 
rounding country. The halls are well warmed and ventilated, and 
a.t evening brilliantly lighted, with gas. altogether forming a very in- 
viting, agreeable lounge, and at the same lime, a place for serious 
contemplation and amusement, to those who delight in the study of 
the wonderful works of nature. 

"Pealb's Museum and Gallery of Fine Arts. — This establish- 
ment was founded in the year 1823, and has increased with aston- 
ishing rapidity. It contains four spacious apartments, which are 
arranged in the following order: The 1st contains specimens of 
Natural History in all its branches, and its beauty of arrangement, 
and the exquisite style in which the articles are mounted, renders it 
one of the most interesting places of public amusement in the country. 
The 2d is a large and valuable collection of Pamt.'ngs, by eminent 
artists, amongst, which may be particularly mentioned a Portrait of 
Napoleon, by Le Fevre ; a Magdalen, by Lc Bron, together with 
Portraits of at least 150 celebrated citizens and foreigners. The 3d 
contains a very superior Cosmorama, several Wax Figures of good 
workmanship, Fossils, Shells, Minerals, and 31"iseellaneou.s Curiosities." 

There are five theatres in the city, viz: Park Theatre, Bowery, 
Chatham, Little Finny, and Olympic. The National Theatre was 
burnt down the present, year, (1841.) 

The following is a list of the periodical publications issued in the 
city ol New York. 

"Quarterly publications. — Literary and Theological Review, 
Naval Magazine, New York Review and Quarterly Church Journal, 
New York Quarterly Magazine, Quarierly Anti-Slavery Magazine, 
Quarterly Christian Spectator, Tailors' Magazine, United Brethren's 
Missionary Intelligencer. 
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"Monthly fuut.icatioxs. — American Al'onthly Magazine, Anti- 
Slavery Record, Children's .Yla^aziue, Home Missionary and Pastor's 
Journal, Human Rights, Journal of the .American Institute, Knicker- 
bocker Magazine, Ladies' Companion, La [{evue L'raneais, (French) 
Mechanics' Magazine, Missionary Herald, Mothers' Magazine, Mer- 
chants' Magazine, National 1'reaeher, New York fanner and Amer- 
ican Gardner's Magazine, I'arley's .Magazine. Sailor's Magazine, 
Sunday School Visiter, Tract Magazine, Youth's Friend, Family 







f Ike Astor House, Brouthraij, 



This splendid hotel, furnished with mngnificeneo and taste, corres- 
ponding to its grandeur and simplicity, is the largest in the country, 
if not in the world. It was erected by John Jacob Astor, at an ex- 
pense of about a million of dollars, and opened May 81st, 1836. It 
is built of Quincy granite, in a style remarkably massive, simple, and 
chaste, fronts 301 feet on Broadway, directly opposite the park, 154 
on Barclay-street, and 146^ on Vcsey-street. It is 77 feet in height. 
The dining-room on Barclay-street is 100 feet by 40, and 19^ high. 
The house contains at times about 500 persons, and the basement is 
distributed into stores; and thus the establishment forms of itself, like 
the Palais Royal of Paris, an almost independent colony. 

The annexed account of the completion of the Erie Canal, Octo'ber 
20th, 1825, and the celebration of the event in New York city, is ex- 
tracted from newspapers published at the time. 

" The canal connee-ant the I'ivat lakes of Xorth America wiib the Atlantic Ocean, is 
finished. On Wedm-sihiv. at 10 o'clock, A. M-, die waters of Luke Li tie -were admitted at 
Buffalo, and llic firsl bout from the lake eommciieed its vnyaj;« to New York. This joyful 
event was announced io i.lie cii.iwis of the stale by :hu roar of carman planted in a contin. 
net! line along the banks of ihc canal :ir;.i t;f the Hudson, 1:1 mtervids of about eight miles, 
and ex:u:i(!iiiir horn liufialo to Sandv Himh, a distance of lilmur. Mi miles. The cannon 
were fired in'snoro^on, oommoncinj! a! IV.di'ulo a! ;'::,:■. moment of the entrance of the boat 
into the canal, and tin: ina-.b^i'iiee dr.is ceiiiimijiici.itert, readied ibis ri'.y firorisfily at twenty 
minutes past ticvoii o'cloek, at which time- a tisiikuia; salute was bred from the lattery, and 
1.1ns acknowledgement dial «f hart vaceiv< rt the iuu U'.-j;?.n?.r. was 'ken mimedis.lelv retained 
by tho same lino of cannon to Buffalo. Thus the work is finished ; (be- longest canal in 
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the world is completed, and completed in iliR f-liart space of eight years, by the single stale 
of New York, <i state which scvcnU' veins ago was a wilderness, tiimly peopled bv a little 
mure than 100,000 souls." 

CANAL CELEBRATION. 
" The splendid exhibition in honor of the completion of the .Line Canal took place on 
Friday of lust. week, Nov. --lth, hoi- several days previous, snaiic/ors tram every purl of the 
surrounding century had 'inr-n crowdlm.- into the city to witness the interesting evont. The 
day was remarkably pleasant, and favo-nbie tor the display. The following account 
of tiift ceremonies which look place is from the Uniiy Advertiser j— • 

"7";/' finiiz-ties. — Tlie processieit formed agreeably to arritmpimcnt, and tibou' half-past 
ten, moved down rim west tide of Greenwich -suoei. :,> the. bni.n .■:■>-, where it wheeled and 
passed up the east, side of Grocnwich.strec-, .fee., in tire following order : 

" At lite head were four bmdooion on horseback, v. bo preceded the — Agricultural and 
Horticultural Societies, ninny 01 wdmso member; wore nosegays.— The .Journeymen Taj. 
lore. — The- Butchers, mourned atrd wearing aprons, with die banners of liieir society, and 2 
oars, each drawn by 4 horses. Tiio first was covered with ;i roof, decorated, and contained 
a calf and a slice]) ; die ode r a lino whbu ox ami 1 bireo sm cp, and over it, on a second 
stage, a stuffed ox, with several butchers' boys.— The Tanners' boys.— The Tanners had a 
ear drawn by font horses, in which wore several men a: work lauuitig and currying leather, 
with hides hanging overhead. The Sltirmcrs followed with a banner, and then came 
another banner wiih four horses, whore a number of morocco dressers, were at work on 
skins of all colors. — The Cordwaincrs had also n cm drawn by -\ horses, on which were C 
or 8 men seated nt their benches, mtddng shoos. — The II 'liters' Society bad a large banner 
with a portrait of St. Clement, and a ear drawn by six 'in.u-.si'.-, eon tain ma; a shop, in which 
eight- men were at work at the kettle, and others employed in die d liferent operations of 
hat-making. A great number of small banners succeeded, bearing the names of the 
wesiern Lakes, greai and small, and tnose ni'ihc principal towns in die wesiern part of the 
state and country ; :'- 1 bnys march;:::; under the banners hearing ■ Washington,' the ' United 
States of America.' and a porltaii. of Gov. I'limo;:, represented the stales of the Union. 
In a barouche rode the two eid.es; haters and jaurueymiei hatters in die city. Banner — 
' The heart is devoted to our rotmny.'— The Bakers, wiih white huts,— The Journeymen 
Masons came next, and then the Coopers, wiih a ear in which men were at work on bar. 
rels, &,c. — The Chain tinkers inn! a huge el iter over liieir banner, with two envies follow m.tt, 
one large and pit, with a miniature chair in bis ninudi.— The 1'uilers come next, and then 
the Saddlers, with a pair of horses in harness, and 'i tine while, ones wiih ladies', gentle- 
men's, and military saddles, ait of the mosi. superb workmanship. The horses were ied by 
blacks in rich Moorish costumes — die insignia, Implements, &;■., Ibhewec, with a rocking, 
horse saddled and bridled.— The Shipwrights had the model of a line of battle ship, mount, 
ed on wheels, and drawn by f.ijdir. horses. Tne others and crew were reprcscr.icd by boys 
in gay dresses, and ibigs ami ensigns were boislod on board. A banu'.r bore ' Commerce in 
ours;' and a great number of others succeeded, on wbieh were the mimes of our distin- 
guished naval commanders, — Tlie lioal-bullder's Assoekilio;i bad a model of a boat borne 
by a carrier, ami another drawn by horses. A ear crown by four horses, contained two 
half-finished heals of considrivble size, at which the workmen were employed, while 
smoke was com in ™ from lbs chimney where l.iiey warpod their plank and timber.— The 
Ropo-tnakors bad a rape walk, in which a number of men and boys w,.re employed in spin- 
ni::g and iiiyiiiLf. nil drawn by iui.it' hers.. <.— The Coiub-iiiakeis had els,, a shoti, and men at 
work, &c, and af:er lii.-m came die General S'".'it'-y nt .Vlccbniucs ; ibe Ciihiuet.niakeis 
with specimens of furniture, and the A]itiiv r.tleei' L.tbriny Association.— The New York 
Fire Department iv;s represented by ci.jhc ccuniatiics, L\os. :li), 4-2, 15, la, 41, 33, 7, and 
4, with their cniriiics, and several huak tind ladiior couipanies. wiih 'heir implements raised 
aloft, and handsomely deeoraunh— The Printers' Society had a ear drawn by horses, on 
which were mounted two presses. These were kepi hi cpi-raiion, striking off copies of 
an Ode, which were disifibnlcri te the people from 'be car. — The l5o„k-i>:mlers had a large 
volume bound m red morocco and (ii.it, lahebe-.l ' Uric Gap a! Statistics.' — After a full baud 
of musicians in dresses of scarlet and cold, came lite nieinliers of tiohmil.-iLi Collesc, dress- 
ed in their Academic .;owns ; and then a urcnt number of military oiih crs, auu saldipi.-: 
irom the different city companies, followed b, the S.iciety of hico rd.asons. — The Tin Plate 
Workers had a eat drawn by lour giay Imrses, will ti tiiodel of some of the locks on tiic 
canal,. — a Canal botn. barge, bite, made of dn. 

" Aqiuil.:r. J'riir.c.niiiim. — A i. c-isbt o'l-b.ck die citiieus were see a crowding iii all directions 
o:i board the va'ious stenneiottls whic'i w< re anuomic. J to compose die llect which was to 
proceed to the ocean. The steanibotit Washington, under ilte enmmand of Gnpt. Bunker, 
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took the lead, on board of which the lion. IJio Corporation, villi die society of Cincinnati, 
the- Rev. Clergy, of all denominations, rim Array arid Naval oftic-.ers — all the consuls of 
Foreign iiadu-ns — die judges of all our co.:vts tua: man;, niho- cui/i as ami sirangers were 
guests. The slcambua-.s Ftdloa, James Keni, Chancellor Livingston, and several others 
were also employed by the corporation to receive older gnosis, ail which were filled with 
our most disiiugiashcd oiii/e as—Tiie safety barges T.a.iv Chimin and Lady Van liensse 
laer, were must iasiwullylt.-sloijiit.-d v.-ilii eicrgiceas and dowers, mid wi:.-c o itc.lasivuily up 
propriatcd to the ladies, At aboai 111 o'clock flu; signal was given lot departure, ami die 
boats all proceeded up iho Idas: river, and Idamcd in a iiuc, accompanied by the canal boats, 
whan they wore ruiual and proceeded down da; hay. As the J U-c. L oassed lla; Battery they 
were saluted by the milium', llit; revenue caller, and die caslie on ( iuvernor's Island. As 
Ibcy proceeded, ihcy wen; joined by die ship llaialci, \i Inch ban previously been dressed 
far lla; oeeasiou willi iho (bias of till nations, mill on boare of which weso tins Marine and 
Nautic.ul socielics, composed ei all oil' in.isl o -peciabie salpaiusici's. As i.bi; Sue', par-soil 
the Narrows, they were saluted by Forts Lafayette and Tompkins. They then proceeded 
to the United Ehates suhoiaier Dolphin, imiorcd within fvmdy id.uk, where Gov. Clinton 
wen: dirocgb the ceremony of uniting die waters, by pouring that of Lake Erie into the 
Atlantic ; upon which he cleave red Iho fslluwmg address: — 

" ' Tins soicmaily al this place on die tksl arrival of vessels from Lake Eric, is intended 
to indicate and comnii morale the. navigable e. a amiiiii cation, which litis been accomplished 
between out Meililerraueuit seas and iho Atlantic Ocean, in eight years, to the extent of 
more than four hundred a ad uvea y-ilvc miles, by tin; wise am, public spin;, and energy of 
the people of the stale uf New York , and may '.lie God of da; Heavens ami die earth smile 
most propitiously on Ihc work, mal render ii. su'astr.icnt. iu the best ial.c.resls of the human 
race.' Dr. Mitchell then poured the contents of several vials, which lie slated contained 
the waters of the L'lbe, &c. etc., ami deliv. reti a loiie aibl-css. ba' ilia crowd was so great 
that but few were able to hear any part of it. The Hon. AI:. Cukhm pii-senled to his honor 
the Mayor, a memoir which contains a brief history of the canal iroai iis commencement 
to the present nay. rinh.les were Iheu died from the revenue cutter, the pilol baals, and 
several of lac si.caniboais, and die procession rciaincil to die city. 

"On the return from the excursion :o ^andy lloijk, die alniusphure was near;!' clear, and 
the appearance of die steamboats was truly magnificent. Here were 2(3 of these vessels, 
splendioly co. nipped and decora led, moving in die rnos; majestic maimer, all c.rowaled with 
passengers, and aiiuugcd i:t da' most strl.sa.g ore; r. The packet ship Hamlet, which was 
generously oiferedby Capt. Chamfer fur die use af die Marine and Na a I leal .societies, made 
a splenclid appeal ar.ee, towed along in die line by steamboats, with her masts and rigging- 
decorated by a liar, display .if dags of all nations. 

" Persons abroad may jadge of die splonbor of ihe eels bra den, when it is plated that 
there were displayed among die ciflireni. sta-iotas, upwards of 2l)i) banners and siandards 
—many of them exiromcly splendid, titiu a large n.tmbcr painted expressly for the occasion. 
".It is with pleasure wo sure lira; die Iwa Ibitish par-luts now ai. anchor in oar port, sa- 
luted and cheered die line of steamboats as they passed; his .a noes, of gaod feeling of tins 
description should no! be omi"cd to be recorded. The lame in leliiiii played ' God save 
the king.' The wliole line of steamboats landed 1iii.tr passengers at 'J o'clock, in time for 
them to form and join tin- procession of ileir fcllow.eirizens. 

" Tim fesdvi'ies wore concluded by li. -a works in the evening, a* Ihe Battery, City Hall, 
ami Vauxhall Card: n, and by iiburiiuations of sotno of die prinoij'al buildings i:i the city,— 
the Ciiy Hail, C\:y Hotel, Tbe.rre., Sides' Ibmd, &.<.:. A large '.rausparcucy was exhibited 
a;, lae Oily Hall, rcprtscming die niiroduellon of '.Neptune til the. Lady of the Lakes by 
die Genius of America. 

"We cannot help expressing oar gralilicaiiua, at observing among tlic thousands we saw 
in the streets during Ihe day ami evening, hardly a single instance uf intoxication, and not 
one of unpleasant disturbance; and so far as we could learn, no aceidi.m. happened to mar 
tiie festivities, of the day." 

Cncro.v ACiLiiieoi'. — This greai work, designed for dm s..pa'y of the ciiy of Now York 
with pure and wholesome walor, is a.l p re so tit coiis'iatciing. lis v. bole length is 40J ndles. 
It is a long brick vaak stretehhjt from Croron to New York, desi-ending at the rale of 
nearly II inchns to tl.e mile. lis dimensions arc alw.ti Ii li :.". ai. buiajm, 7 fact at top, ami 
from 8 to 10 feet in beighi. Toe foundation is of si.nne, well laid, aao dm inters dees filled 
up with rubble, and aver this a bed of aonerele coinposoo of cemenl, broken stone and 
gravel, in due proportion;., well mixed and eombiaeil logether, > voepi. where the eardi is 

of a compact and dry < sisteuee. when die Hone iiaiadai.ion is omii'ed, and the led of 

concrete laid on the earth foundation. The side walls are of good building stone, 3& 
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inches thick at bottom, ana 37 inches at top. These walls arc kid in regular courses. The 
bottom of the acuediict is an inverted arch, und the roof a semicircle ; both arches are 
farmed of brick. All tho ma' em; Is used are the must perfcci of inch kind, and every pos- 
sible pains taken in the cans traction. 

The work commences a: L'rotoii, aboul ." miles a!a-vc the mouth of tin; river. Here is ra 
be the dam wduch nil; baek tho river for several mil. -, and will caver, exclusive of its pres- 
ent bed, 5 or SCO litres, and 1 litis farm me great reservoir, av1iu::i will contain 100,000,000 
of gallons for eaeh fra* in depth from llie surface. Inasmuch as tbe aqueduct is to 
maintain a uniform descent, extensive excuv; id 

heavy embailkmcms, with culvert:- in crossing valleys, are featured. Several of the tunnels 
arc onuhrmagh solid rook in. an enormous expeii! 
hill i.aunoi hear the village of Ma'ihat.taiivtllc, ( 
length. 

In crossing the Ilarhu.ni river ibu aqv.elnol oticoun'ers its most far mill able impediment, 
" Owing to tho great depression ol' the si remit below the grade hue, arid the peculiar in. 
flirtations of its i Kinks, lite leno'lt of the a;|imdn!ti btidrte vh: :.aoatly exceed the v iilth of 
the strait at its surface, rtif'O fort.; The bridge "- : i| be 1,-130 feet in length, between the 
pipe chambers .at either end ; IS fhot in width, inside of die parapet walls; and 37 feet be. 
tween the outer edges of ilio coping ; I" piers, built of stone laid in courses of uniform 
thickness. Of these, G will be in 'he river, and .10 mi tite land, ;'d of which will be on tho 
Westchester side of the strait.) The river pier* will bo DO by 40 feet at base, and 84 feet 
in height, to the spiang of the areb ; diminishing us iliey rise in height. The inches will 
have a span of fiO fee'. The land piers will ho pruporiiouubly less in size, their height, (it 
rying according lo the slope nf llie banks, and th; sintit oi hose are Ik ■■■ wall be GO loci. eaeh. 

" The central height of the arches ever the stream is to bo 100 fool above high. wttter 
level, in the clear ; and the ibslauoo from lnL'.h tide t.o the top of tbe purupct walls will be 
116 feet. Tho total elevaiion of Die slcuc'ine, from its. base at the bottom of the strait to 
the top of the parapet, wall bo about '!Uci feel. The pi. rs inn! abutments wall be carried up 
with pilasters to Ine lop of the panipct. with a projection of two feet beyond the face of 
the work. Those piers to be erected in the water, wail commence with solid rock, upon 
which the earth V bed of the stream reposes. The estimated cos! of this structure is 
$755,130. 

"The bridge is intended fir 'he si.mporl of iron pipe*; and these will he laid down, in 
the first instance, twai or three feet diameter, which it is supposed will li B adequate for the 
supply of water to the eity, for many years to come. The work however wail be so ar. 
ranged, as to admit die introduction, at any lime hereafter, of tw.a jour. feci pipes, whose 
capacity will be ouuai to that of the grand trunk. The pipes will bo protected from the 
action of the IVos', by a covering of earth four toot in depth, well sodded on the surface. 
The aqueduct will ai-eiu.rge its water into die noriborn pipe chamber, whence it will pass 
over the bridge into 'im sauihert; chamber, where the aq.a.ducl. resumes its course towards 
the city. At the dis-ance of half a mile, the line crosses a ravine of 30 feet to the top hue 
of the ombaakuiom ; and i.t a short [lisi.ar.ce beyond, it enters the Jumel tanne!, SHI feet 
in length ; and b'i miles from the oily. A ravine is. passed soon ailor leaving the tunnel, 
Wo feel, below Ine grade line ; in id sunn alier, number, stili morn forniidiJile, presents Itself | 
which reuuired a feuuda-ioii of '10 fee' to elevate it 'o the grade. 

" The water will lie conducted over tbe Manhattan valley by means of iron pipes or in. 
verted sypnons. Tbe depression of tbe valley is It'i.i feet below the grade hue, and at. 
rangements of pipe chambers, on each side of lae vnlley, situilar to rlau. a! Iluriucm strait, 
will be adopted here. The pipes are !o be laid on a fuuidtnion nf stone, covered with a 
course of concrete masomy, six inches thick. Afior the pipes arc laid, concrete is to be 
worked under them, as a taippari, lb inches wide, and 13 high ; and the wdiolc is to be 
protected Hath a covering of canii, la gnard agninsl frosi mid oi'icr injury. The aqueduct 
having termhiated at. one pipe ciiamber, on Manhattan hills, it re-commences at another on 
tite Asylum Itili ; and i.fter proceeding a short distance soaibward, enti is the Asylum Hill 
tunnel (idO fee! in leagih, wnieh is dm last. About three miles f.aun tite southern terminus 

of this Herculean w ork, llie iiqaodiu'i eoi na s i:s prssugc over sf;v( nil slreeis, the rtrcding 

of which has a mean depression below i::at of lac ii:|iiecuc;, of aboiil d0 iect; this vale is 
to be passed by u bridge of is corresponding heigh!.. The line of aoacduet runs 100 feet 
east of the iMinth avenue ; teal on tite land, extending from one street to the other, a 
familial ion wall is to be built of sufticient width and ia nth; lo support tire aqueduct. Over 
lite carriage way und sidc.uadks of each street, there v.ill be circular m-coes tnrnod. Nine, 
ty.sixth street, being 100 feet wade, v.- i'.', have tw.i arcaos of 37 feet S|ian, for the carriage 
way ; and one area of 1 1 feet span, on oaoli sine, far the siilc.wa'ks. The other streets 
being only 60 feet in width, will eaeh have an arch of Sit feet span for the carriage way, 
anil one on each side of 10 feet span. Tbe breadth over li.e areata to be 94 feet. 
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" On tne whole lino there will bo ventilators placed at intorvn's ef one mile apart; and 
between each, tL-iamculnr ravine?, tif >%;;'.-d for I he oree.lkm of loloillmiid ventilator;, sre 
left, covered w-iib tbut ^tonc, and their location incieaicd by lourifo slobs. Some of the 
ventilators can h« ii'-eil as watt.:- weir- and a- emi-coee* ;:iio the ufpiodi.tel. The nest im- 
portant work is the receivlm; reservoir, 3i miks by die line of [lit aqueduct from its north, 
ern terminus. Ii covi.os 3j acre? of ^roiir.o, divided m'.o two sec iior:=. The north seotion 
to have 20 feet of writer when full, ruiil [ho soidls 35 f.ei ; the whole reservoir will con- 
tain about I ISO, 0(10, 000 of colons, from ihis reservoir ibo wafer w\>[ be conveyed through 
too Fifth avenue to the (iisiribiinni! basin, of itbotit 5 acres, hoicliiii; 211,000,000 of gallons, 
a! Murray Hi!!. i:i f ur;y-*eco:id strecc, by moan- of pipe- Hi) inches n> ammeter. From 
Murray 1.1:11 the wafer win lie- conveyed to toe city h> ::.o oroimtry tii-tri: airing pipes. Tire 
difference of level between the basin at Mavrcy Hill ami die pool at C'roton, is abotd 46 
fee;, being a Ifceticm less (ban 11 inches to the mile. 

" About id miles of the arptcduol are ;i'in (Aiuil. IS 10.) completed, and scvend other 
deliiehed sections arc nearly so. It must not, iiowovcr, be itife:roe ih'ii the work still ;o be 
done is of but small amount ; on the contrary, tho most tlillietdt and expensive portions of 
it renin in to be performed. .Affording lo me e nninoi r'-; rcpor', die whole work, with the 
exception of the bricicje over liarluo'ii s:rni:, will be completive: ami ready tor use in the 
F=])ri;:g- of 1813. The completion of the brirlsr" oaunot be expected before the close of 
1843; and it may and wiil probably bo still farther delayed. To diminish this delay, it is 
proposed to erect a l.eivipovin-y conduit pipe of suitable dimensions, us soon as the coffer 
dams at Harlaem will admit of it, by which mean- die city may have the benefit of the 
water, two or three years oeforc u supolv ooiild be- had by the Harlaem aqueduct briiiiro. 

"The orijdr.ol estimate of cost of tins itch I. work, was H-l,~. J S.l'J? ; but it will not fall 
shore of $10,000,000 ;--s3,b''>l,oo0 06 Inivintr buen expended at the date of the last re. 
port, January 1st, 1840." 




Northern view of Harlem Tunnel. 

Harlem. 8, Yorkville 5, and ManhattanviUe 9 miles from the City 
Hall, are small villages' on Manhattan Island, and included within the 
city limits. The New York and ILnian- railroad commences at the 
City Hall and extends to Fordham in Westchester county, 12£ miles 
from the city. By a late act of the legislature, (May 7, 1841,) the 
company nave (lie privilege of extend big it to flu: north line of West- 
chester county. " The road is laid with a double track, and is tra- 
versed for nearly three- 1 mirths of its length, by steam power. Owing 
to the peculiar nature of the ground and (he necessity for maintain- 
ing a nearly level grade, for a considerable part of the line, long and 



Hosted byG00gk 



208 NEW YOKK COUNTY. 

neavy cuts and embankments wore; required, which augmented the 
cost of construction far beyond that of any other similar work in 
this country. The whole cost of the work, including depots, motive 
and other power, dec, amounted to $1,100,000 or 8137,500 per mile. 
The receipts for fare by the company, during the year ending De- 
cember 31st, 1830, were $99,811. Notwithstanding the great num- 
ber of persons conveyed on this road, about 1.200,000 annually, the 
directors have not as yet declared a dividend, and up to the 1st of 
January, 1840, the stockholders had not received a dollar from the 
work. The tunnel through which the line passes, is the most costly 
portion, as well as the most attractive teal ore of the road. Among 
the thousands who are almost daily conveyed through it, a vast ma- 
jority is impelled by a desire to examine the 'tunnel] which, though 
excavated at an immense cost, ($90,000,) contributes, in no small de- 
gree, to increase the revenues of the company. The tunnel is cut 
through solid rock, which chiefly consists of quartz and hornblende 
of such a compact texture, that masonry is entirely dispensed with, 
even at the ends. It extends along the fourth Avenue from 91st to 
94th streets, and is 595 feet in length, 24 in width, and 21 in depth 
from the crown of the arch. The fare on this road is as follows : to 
27th street, 6£ cents ; to Yorkville, 5 miles, 12£ cents ; to Harlem, 8 
miles, 18J cents; and to Fordham. 12^ miles. 25 cents." 

"PETEH StM-VESA.VT, 
the las: of r;:i- ;>.,- 

lora in New York, d( 

■mhriLiioe. Ho bi=>rar 
]iisu(Jimi!;K'r:ni,ui ii 1 (!47 
iinil i:n cavi.ed r i ! i hi- en 
erglcs to prevent rim en- 
croachments of die Eng. 
Fnc-simUe of Peter Ktttyvcstuit'a signature. listl and Swedes, on t lie 

territory under his command. He was morn suroi'ssf-.d v.-iih the latte: dian the former. In 
1655, lie obliged tho Swede-, ill a plaec i-i Delaware Sony, now eaied NV.w Castle, to swear 
allegiance to the I.l.ntch au'.horiiv, Bui in 1 tili-l, Colonel Nichols, with an English fleer., 
arrived at New York, Uv.v.i called New Amsterdam, and compelled Governor Stuyvesant 
and his whole eolony in stirrer, i.ler tn their invader-, tie however remained in tho country 
until his death.". — Elnkr's liinuriifiiiciii Dictionary. 

"His remains 'rest in hone' neat bv, in Ihe ia'nily var.'t. once constructed within the 

wails of the second b;:ih Kefou d Tlnteh church, wnicii, t-.n- pious [mrpescs, he had built al 

his personal expense on his own farm. Tho elv.;rch is m ', hut the olace is occupied by 

the present church of St. Mark. On the outside wall oi' liils tarter church is the original 

stone desifinnjing the body of him whose ran:; and tides stood tlvrs described, to wit: 

' In this vault, lies buried 

FETRTJS STUTVESANT, 

late Captain GcnciLil and Commander-in-chief of Artisteri.lam, 

in New Neiherland, now called New York, and the 

Liiteh West .India Islands. 

Died in August, A.D. 1682, aged eighty years.' " 

"Philip Livingston was born at Albany, in Jar nary, 1716. He was educated at Yale 

College, in Conneeiieul, where he graduated in 1 737. He then directed his attention (o 
commercial pursuit; and, by his integrity, sagacity . and comprehensive views, laid the 
foundation, and erected the superstructure of exTaorc:ni:ry prosperity. 
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" ITa commenced his career in public life if! 175!, as an alderman of the past ward of 
the city of New York ; and, in 175!), was returned i.iy the. freeholders of this city as a. 
member of the assembly, In this body, do soon botanic conspicuous fur Ins talents and 
devotcdness to the interests ul' 'In: | : ■ j : i ;j J ■: . i:i 1 7b!!, he Jc-fljjieil ;i:i (0. :;:irjii for Now York, 
and was returned a member of die house for rh,- ; ma::..!- or" Livingston. II is liberal views, 
and powerful exertions i;i defend m<: tho rigbts of the cirijiaif, soon aliev rendered Inm ob- 
noxious to the governor ; ara.l, as :l majority of the usseoibly wen: now under the influence 
Df the crown, Ms seat hi the house was vacated, by a vote of that body, on the plea of 



^ at Y 



■' Mr. Livingston wo? c ! ;o.'cu a member of die fli-.-t conp.rrss, which met rii Philadelphia, 
1774. He was, the fallowing year, « ■ i - 1 ? ._■ i i ■ I e . ■ I po-sidem of :he pi-uvir.cial congress, assem. 
bled at New York. In 1771!, in e.oii/.;nciion with his collcnL'ucS, In: alfised his signature 
lo [ho Decliu-i'ioi! of Iodependcucc, in hfhalf of the state of Now York. 

" During die recesses of ibe genera: oor.i'rr'F, lie r. nth red important services in the or- 
ganization of I lie stale government, lit May, 1 77?, be took his seat in congress for the 
last time. Although feeble in 'auily, ami law in iicaldi, he cmisen'ed ro forego ail consider. 
arions but those of patriotism ; and, at a distance from Ins liuuily, willingly devoted to his 
country die last hours of Ins life. He expired on the l°.lii of .lone, at the age of sixty-two 
years." 

" William Livtngstom, L L. D., governor 
if New Jersey, was born in the city of New 
York about the year 1733, and was graduated 
it Yale College, in 1741. He stueiied law- 
Fac-fimile cj iviilian J.ii-ini.yri'v.'s ".™!.«n, . m j j, .-,.:.;,.., ..;,:._, M .: --amllng of irrca" en- 
ergy, a brilliant miaginaiioti, and a. retentive memory, and devoting himself assiduously to 
this cuhivation of Ins mind, he soon rose to dis-.ir.cnou in the profession. He early exhib- 
ited himself an able and zcalcus advocate of civil and religious hbeny, and employed his 
pen in vindicating the rights of the colonies against (he arbitrary claims of the British. 
After enjoying several important offices in New York, he route™] to Xew Jersey, and aa 
a representative of that state was one- of ihe. most. tiMiugLiishcd of 'he congress of 1771. 
On the formation of a new cous.'it.i'ion for duo s'me in 1770. he was appointed the first 
governor, and wits annually re-elected ro the oiiiee 'id his i.iea.h in 1790. lie was charac- 
terized by simplicity in liis manners, act ease, nmiablciiC", and wit in iiis social intercourse, 
His writings display uncommon vigor, keenness, and re tiuuiioi:!, a.ud are often eloquent. 
He devoted hinise.lt", during the revolu.ion, ardently lo the cause of his country, and did 
much by the shro wains-, and severity of (lis u.rimgs belli to encourage his countrymen and 
exasperate the British. 

" Ror.tiKT Fulton, eminent 
is the inventor of steamboats.. 
ras bom in tho town of Little 
in tain, I, an caster county, 
•ennsylvania, 1785. His pa, 
ents, who were Irish, were 
espee'ahlo, and gave him a 
roirinnm Kriglish cdoendon at 
Lancaster. He early exhibited 
I-cc siiitih ul lio/ii.rt fnU.-i'i's signature. a superior talent for mechan- 

ism and painting, and in his eia/h'cciith yea; established luniseif in t'ne latter employment in 
Philadelphia, and i.btLrlncc! nr.:eh creeit and emolument by his porutdts and Inr.uscapes. 

On entering his 39(1 year he went to Knghud, for die purpo.s ' improving his knowledge 

of that art, and was received into die family of Mr. West, "liu whom he spent several 
years, and cultivated a warm friendship. Af'.ct leaving dial family, iie employed two years 
in .Devonshire as a paiu'er, and lhe.ro becitmc ie.ap.i mired with die duke 01 Bridgewafei 
and Lort.l d'anhope, the former famous for his canals, and the latter for his love of the me- 
chanic arts. Hi: soon turned his al'Cinion to mechanics, pariieulariy ro the improvement 
of inland navigation bv canals, and die use of steam for the propelling of boats; and in 
1791 obtained patents for a double inclined plane, lobe used lor transpartation, and an in. 
stnimeiit to be employed in o\oavaimg canals. Heat this time professed himself a civil 
engineer, and published a 'tead-c on canal navigation. He soon after went to France, 

and obtained a patent from the government fee- the it: - .;) "v ui'.s he had invented. He 

spent the succeed^;' seven year, m fa-is, in t.io familv of Mr. Joel Batlow, during which 

27 
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period he made hit:: --'.'If aerp.udn'eu widi ibe French, Ita'lan, am! German i Em cranes, and 
soon acquired a knowledge of rite high inaihemunes, phytic-, ehemisrrv, r.nil perspective. 
He soon turned Ins aitcudon u submarine navigation tntd explosion, and in IriO.l, under 
the patronage of the iirni consul, constructed n phniLaig boa 1 , ami toi| i; j :1 .?:■-. (d dieting ma- 
terially from Busline. 's nivcntirm, with which ho was nr.;piainled,) with which he performed 
many experimettls in ihe harbor of Brest, demonstrating the praelicHbihty of employing 
haibtu.p.ialic c.iph.isiou ami navigation for die descrnethni of vessels. These inventions at. 
traded the attention of ihe British goveinineu:, nen ovcrtcrcs were- made to him fay tile 
ministry which induced him to 20 to London, widt Ihe hope that 'hey would avail them- 
Belves of his machine* ; but a li'manstiathm of 'heir eilieaoy wiiich ho gave the ministry, 
fay blowing up a vessel in their presence, led them to wash to suppress lite invention rather 
than encourage i! ; and accord! icily they declined psitiTtjiniii;; hint. During this period ho 
idso made many tiltorls to discover a method of s:;cc< ssfnlly using the steam engine for the 
propelling isf boats, and us ear!;, a.-; I il'Ii, made such uperiiiiou:- ns Inspired him with great 
confidence- i:i it- practicability. Robert. .1), .Livingston, Use., chancellor 11 f Xew York, and 
minister of the United Stmts lo 'lie I'Venck conrl, on his arrival it: France, linJaued him to 
renew his attention 1.0 this sr.bjeci, and embarked v.t.Il him 111 making experiments for the 
purpose of satisfying themscicos of the possiKity of employing steam in navigation, Mr. 
f'til'ou engaged wii.ii nl.euse interest, iti the trial, anil in ltdl.'l, eoustrnoicd a boal. (111 the 
river Seine, at theif join I expense, by v. Iiicri he filly evmoed the practical ah'y of propelling 
boats by that agent. He immediately rosohed 'a enrich his comity wi'h this invaluahio 
discovery, and on re turning- to iNew York 10 16:H>, columella d, hi conjunction with Mr. 
Livingston, the construction, of the first Fl:!io:i boat, which was launched in the spring of 
1807 from the shipyard of Charles Browne, New York, and completed in August. This 
boat, which was ended the derm int,' demonstrated on the first experiment, to a host of, 
at tits l incredulous, bin at length nsluoisluv, spectators, the correctness of his evpecl.aiions, 
and the value of his intention. Between :1ns period and ids death he superintended the 
erection of tbttrtecn other s'oau: ■.■.■■■■. I-, i i:;I 1 - :: 1 : 1 ■ ■ ttrcir improvements in their construction." 
" I myself," says Judge Siory, " have bittrd I he illustrio ,s iiivomo-- rMntc, in an animated 
and affecting manner, the history of his labors and discouragements : — ' When,' said he, ' I 
was ;>'..'. Id ir-g nit fir.-;!, si ■.-■.an 1 boa: a: New York, die project was viewed by the public cither 
whti indid'cretic.e or widt eoni.e:n[il as a visionary scheme. !My friends hitlecd wore, civil, 
but they were shy. They jisi.eued with palicnoe 1.0 my e.iolai nil ions, but with a settled 
cast of incredulity on their countenances, i felt the full lorcc of the lamentation of the. 
poet,— 

" Trades wo^tld you teach, to save a smith" ]at;d, 
All shun, none aid you, and few understand.™ 
As I ban occasion to pass daily ki ami from the baih.ling yard while my boat was in pro. 
gress, I have often loi'ereil unknown near the idle groups of sliaiiL-crs gathering hi little 
circles, and heard various me allies as to the objei::' of mis i:cw vehicle. Tito language, was 
uniformly that, of scorn, sneer, or ridicule. The lotto laugh rose at my expense, the dry 
jest, the wise calculation of losses and expenditures ; the dull but endless rcpelilion of the 
Fulton folly. Never did a single oneomitgiug lv.mtirk, a bright hope, or a warm wish, 
cross my path. Si. e nee itself was bill p iliniiers v. i .ng ire d.adrs or hilling its reproaches. 
At length the day arrived when die experiment v.as ■;> begot into operation, To me it 
Win: it moH lrijin[i: ur-d hili-reM'ms orriisinyi . I invited natty friends id go on board to wit. 
ness the first successful trip. .Many of litem did me die favor 10 attend as a matter of per. 
sonal respect; hue i: was manifes: :hey did i; with reluctance, fearing to be partners of my 

mortification and not of my triumph. I was well aware thai i y ease ihere were many 

reasons to dm: lit of my own success. The uinc!i::ii ry (like Fiich's hel'otc him) was new 
and ill made ; and many pai-.s of r were censtriteled by mechanics liniieipiiiititcd with such 
work, and nnexpecti .1 ■ SoulSeB might reaso .el lv bt prt annied to preflant tbemsKlves from 

other causes. The m-. .mi arrived in which ihe word was to be given for the vessel to 

move. My friends were i:i gro::ps. on the deck, There was amdety mixed with fear 
among them. They were sileir, sad, arid weary. 1 read in iheir b/eks noliiiug but disaster, 
and almost repented of my efforts. The sig:ial was given, ami ihe boat moved on a short 
distance and then stopped, and became hiimova'/o. To :!:e siieuee of :hc preceding 1110. 
men: now succeeded muiniiir-. of i!i:ee:-,ieu:, atai ri::i:i: : .j .-■, ami :■;■. '.;iers, and shrugs. I 
couid hear distinctly re pained, " I luld i/„u >'d ii-iis .in ; it is 1: foolish scheme; I wish we 
were well oat 0/ it." 1 eleva'ed niyscif upon a pla.:iorin and addressed the assomby. I 
stated that I knew not whut was the matter; l.n.r ::' they would be tpiict, and iudttige mo 

* So named from the seat of lite Livingston ian.niy, 1' -t • C.mniaa', Columbia county.) 
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of die work. In a short 
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Icnee of their own sense?. 



.t below and 

discovered time the cause '.van a slid:! malatlrusliiicni of sal 
fieiioi.i i! was obviated. The boat was a<yain pat in mo'ion. 
All were sail lrcredidou.s. None seemed willing 10 tins; the. c 
We left the fair ciiy of _Vcw York ; we passed through the 
scenery of the HciLiiamb ; wo de-ciied die clas'iinni: Iihiim'* nl' Albany; we renehed ita 
shores; and then, even then, when ail seemed achieved, 1 was llni vicdiu of disappoint- 
ment. Imagination .iii[:r-i-Ki tied the iu:!u< noe of faei. Ii. was then doubled it ii could be 
done again ; or if done, 11 was Jo a bled if ii conic be made of any great value.' " 




" Fallen nbialnoe :: [:a 'en I. fir his invcutiaris in 11 n.-. igailon liy s'. mil in February, !!"09, and 
another for some improve: noals in 181 1. lu ihe kn.er year he was appointed by Ilie legis 
lature of New York, one of (lie commission' rs 10 e.vpl ore a roale for 11 canal from ilie great 
lakes to (he Il.tcso:!, ami engage i.l wii'n /eni ii 1 ho promotion of 1 has great work. On 
the commence men: ofhasiiliues between die Um'eii Sra'es and Great lirinija in 1819, lit; 
renewed his attention u> sn'oniririec warfare, and connived a nieihori ef discharging 411113 
under water, for wdiieh he ohlidncd 1: r:<i:t:i;. In 1S1-1- be connived an timred steam-snip 
for the defence of the harbor of Now York, and also a s id ■ 11 inline vessel, or plunging boat, 
of SLiuii dimensions as to carry J III) ine:j, die plans of wliic!i bo: air a pi coved by government, 
he was authorized to construct thorn at the public expense, lint befo-c completing tidier 
of those works, he died sadden, y, February :;Lk, 18.15. His person was tall, slender, and 
well formed, bis nviraievs Loaeefd and ee-n 'Ii. f., arc iii-- c'.-ao'-.ior, ;;c:ierous. His attain. 
merits and invenliaus bespeak :lie Inch snperinrilv ofhis !a eels, 'He was an accomplished 
painter, was profoundly verson 111 mechanics, mid possessed an iuvonijaii of great fertility, 
and which was always directed by an ormner.l share of good sense. His style as a writer 
was perspicuous and encrgedc. To iiim is to be ascribed lite honor <d' inventing a method 
of successfully employing the steam engine in navijrador., an invention justly considered 
one of die riioar. important which has been maeie in nioihan aers, ami by winch, he rendered 
himself bod i u poipemal laid one ef die 2rca;esi benefactors ..,;' mankind. lie was not in. 
deed the firs: who contrived it to be possible ; odters had believed its pracdcrdiilily, and 
mace many ufr-ieis 1.0 propel boms hy steam, bin having neiibei ids eenias, his knowledge, 
nor his perseverance, they were miary nnsuceisslnl. Air. f niton was familimiy aMpinimed 
with many of the inos- disiinatisiied Ibcrarc and polimad characters botli of ihe United 
States and of Europe, was a dnccior of die American academy of line aris, und a member 
of several literary and phiiaso;diical societies." 

" Bra ckuoi.m' J,iv-x..;s'i'o\ T , judge ef Ihe supreme canal of le.e l-iibcd Si ales, was ilie son 
of William T.ivincs'.an, go\rinoi- of \iw Jersev, and was bora i-i die citv of New York, 
November "..ill), 1757. He ea.tere.l f'lmoeloii college, lull, in 177h lefi it for ihe field, und 
became one of the. familj of Gi aeral Schuyler, eoniniiiiider of '.r,e northern army. He was 
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afterward attached to the suite ct general Arnold. wi:li lire rar.k of major, and shared in 
the honors of the coce.-.iest or" Bergoyne. in 177y he accompanied Mr. Jay to the court 
of Spain as lii.n private secretary, and remaiuciL abroad abotu tlin e years. On his return 
he devoted himself 10 law, run] was admitted to practice i;i April, 1763. His talents were 
happily acnpled lo lie profess: or;, Mill soon raised him into notice, and ulmnastij' in fitni- 
nence. He was calicd !u :he bciii::!i of die supreme cnur- of the state of New York, Jan. 
nary £th, ISOi.', and in Movcmrn r. 180f>, was lranst'crfou 10 lhut ef 1 Ik; supreme court of 
the Untied Slates, the dude- of winch slnlion he discharged wrdi i.llsluig.bslii'i.! failbhiiness 
and ability ami! bis death, which rock place during the shihigs of die court at Washington, 
March 18th, ] 823, in die fiG:h year of hi?. age. Fie possesseii a mind of uncommon acute- 
ness and energy, and enjoyed die re pulsion of an ii-eooniplir.hei; scholar, an able pleader arid 
jurist, an upiighl judge, and a. liberal pamai ofhianiing. 
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i'ac-fimih 'if likhurd Muiilttyntfrt/:- nl^n't litre. 
•' RjeiiAiui Movroot.ir.RY. a. major, gencr i'. in die ni-my of the. United States, \ 






the north of Ireland, in 1737. tie possessed an excellent gr 
fine education, faltering she army of (in;:,' ISif.alu, lie successfully fcughr her battles, with 
VV'ulfc, at Quebec, in i'iii'.l ; ami on liie very spo: whore be was, afterward, doomed to fall, 
wdie-. liiie.ii'L' ngabisi her, i.nviee the banners of freedom. 

" lie early unbilled an attachment lo America ; ami, ufier Ills arrival in Now York, pur. 
chased an eslule. about one hundred miles from ilie city, arid married a daughter of Judge 
Livingston. When tin.: snuggle wild Greai Ibfalu commenced, as he war- known to have 
an ardent attachment to li beny, ami had expressed ins readiness to draw his sword on the 
side, of the. eel ore, cs, the command of the- coiitmer.la! forces, in llie iiorlliern department, 
was inirusred so liim e.nd Gen. Schuyler, in the fall of 1775. 

" l!y liie indisposition of Sch'.iylcr, llie chief cr naod devolved upon him in Octobev. 

After a successful of splendid oinl ieiponant vie lories, ;ifj appeared licfce Quebec. In an 
attempt to storm liie city, Oil ihe last of December, this brave comucesdor fell, by a dis. 
citar.ee of grape. she:, bnlli of iris aic's being killed at llie suntc 'line. In bis fall, there was 
every circiim-ramic imbed, that could Imparl fame and glory '■> die death of a saldier." 

'■ General Mom go m cry was glf'oi.i wiih line ahililies arid hail received mi eveelleu! educa. 
Cion. His military talents especially were great ; liis measures were lahen with judgment 
and executed with vigor. The sorrow tor ins loss was heiglncncd by die esr( em which his 
amiable character had gained him. At the period of hi- deaih he was only thirry-el.ght 
years of age." 

" William Alekan- 
-.it, Loan STiitLtrre,, a 
major .general in tha 
' e of the United 
Sanos du: lug the revo- 
lutionary war, was bom 
the eity of New 
York, but passed a 

portion of his liie in New Jersey. He was generally s'yb-il in rough cottrlesy Lard StiHhig, 
in consequence of ixing considered by many as the fgnifu! heir lo the title and estates of 
an earldom in Scoiland, tram which aeiuigy ins ill i her came, fhotudi the government re. 
fused 10 acknowdcrlge the. sou's claim when he repaired to Great Britain in pursuit of this 
inheritance. He was e-iii-'y remarkable fur Ills fondness tor niadii tuiif.es cud astronomy, in 
which sciences he nuule considerable progress. — Through cut die revoluiion he acted an im- 
portant putt, and dlsiingiushod liitnsclr pariituiarly in the batlles of I.oog .Island, German- 
town, and Moimiouili. Ju the iirst, he was taken prisoner, al'ier boving, by a bold attack 

upon a corps comic it d by Cornwall is, elii .'!■ .1 ihe escape of a large pari of Ins detach. 

ment. In the second, his division, widi de- ';■ ig id'- :■■ t '■■. v :a:- _\ash and Maxwell, formed 

lire cor;!! de reserve; and in the h.si be com jilii.l ihe h-ii wiu.g of the American army, 

Ma was always warmly attached to Gem nil Wasbliign.ui, and ihe cause which he bad es- 
poused. He died at Albany, Jan. loth, (7Hli, aged 57 years, leaving behind him the repti. 
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Facsimile of Alexander Unmiilon' 



" Aihin-dt.b IIahii.tox was bom iii .1 757, iii ill;' island of Nevis, West Indies. His 
father was a native of England, and his mother uf "he island. At tin- age of sixteen, he 
became a student of Colon bin fuij-;;., hia mother havim; omiarated to New York. He 
had not been in thai ijissiii inloii more than a year, before hi' pave a brilliant nunntcstaiioii 
of the powers uf his mind in 'he diseassii.i i i o> us: nr.n ■; he fehts of 'me colonies. In sup. 
port of these he published several essays, which wore- marked by audi vigor and maturity 
of a'ylfi, strength of argument, and wisdom and compass of views, that Mr. Jay, at thai 
time in the meridian of life, was supposed to he the ainhor. When it. had become neces- 
sary to imshcath. the sword, the ardent spirit ,::i young 1 1 ami' ;ou would no longer allow him 
to remain in acaduuie retirement ; and befure i ■•■■■ a_fe of niaetei n he entered the American 
array in the raid; of enptsin of artilioiy. In this capacity ho sonu attracted the attention 
of the ooirimaimor.in. chief, who appoin'..d him bis au.l-dc..eau;p, wirb lho rank of licutomm'.- 
colonel. Thia oeoinrrd in 1777, when he was :n,i marc Hum ftvi sily years of age. From 
this lime he combined the. iua< parahh companion uf Washlugion during the. war, and was 
always consulted by him, ami h-f.quoutly by oilier pub!;': functionaries, uu the moat imjior- 
tant occasions, lie acted as his first uul-du-camp a: the ba:t ! . a of l.handywine, German- 
town, and Monmouth, and at I lie siege uf Y oik i own lie led, at hia own request, the delach. 
ment that earned by assault one of the cneniy's eir.wuriis, October 14, 1781. In [his afiair 
l>e oispluyed the most brilliant valor. 

" Afi.er the war, Col. Ham 1 1 ten, -J; en ahcut '.wcn'y-t'iu.r. i unitie tmeil the study of lho .'nw, 
as he had at that time a wife ami family depending upon him fur support. He was soon 
admitted to the bar. In 17K2, he was chosen a member of congress from the state of New 
York, where he quickly acquired the greatest influence, and disrir.eihm, and was always a 
member and aomeiiie.es eh airman of those committees lo which '.vise ri: elided such subjects 
as were deemed of vital interest to the naiiou. The rcpoius which he prepared are. renisrli- 
able for the correctness am! power which chmnc.i; rize every efluri of his pen. At the end 
of the session he relumed lo the practice of his profession in bio city of New York, and 
became eminent til lire bar. In 17-u, he was chosen a member of die legislative of his 
stale, and was mainly instrumental in pieYommg a saious collision bo'wecu Vermont and 

New York, in eo use quel ice of u dispu'e e ■ciriieg territorial jiuisdiclion. He was elected 

a delete lii from New York to the, convention v, liieb wn- to meet at Philadelphia, in order 
to f. )[-m a oor.admtirm for the Tlmcra! States. As ".he duo's of die ennvention were, closed 
dining its silling, anil its i. cords v. ere never ;-:iven to the wurih, it is eat possible to siale 
the precise purl, which he acted in that body. It is well usccnained, however, that the 
country is at least, as much indebted to him tor tin: excellences of i:e ran is:i anion as lo any 
oilier member of the illustrious assembly. Hamilton ami Madison were the chief oracles 
and artificers. Afier 'he adoption uf ihe. eons; etui on by the convention, he associated him- 
self with Mr. Madison am) Mr. .lay, fur tiio purpose of disposing the public to receive it 
with favor. The essays which Ihcy wroie. with thai design, addressed lo the people of 
New York during dm years "17^7 and 17BH, urn well known under the name of the Fed. 
eralist, and contributed powerfully to produce :ho cflbo.t for v.diicli they were composed. 
Tile larger pool on of lhi m v. as writtii-. by I.iamil'.on. If: L'ib'S. he. was a member of the 
State convention of New York, which met ;o deliberate on the adoption of the federal 
constitution, and it was cbielly in consequence of ihs cilbrls Ihr.l if was accepted. On the 
oigani/aiioii uf lho icdcral govi-.nmiont i;i IVbl), ho wiis appointee lo liie oll'ice of aecrelary 
of :hc treasury. This was a situation which required liie exercise of all die great powers 
of bis miiid, for the- public credit was at liiat time at. the lowest slate of depression ; and as 
no statistical account uf die country bad ever been attempted, h J fiscal resources were 
wholly unknown. But before Hamilton retired from the push which lie did after filling il 
eornewhat more than live years, be bad raised the public on: dii m a height altogether un= 
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precedented ivitlje history of ihe country; and by the admirable system of finance which he 

established, bad aenuhoi": the reuiuatkm of one hi Jhc iri-cafesl. liuuncieis of the age. Hia 
official reports lo conirri ss are considered as inai'.eipiccos, and ihe nui 1 1 l:;ji1<*h which be ad- 
vocated in them slill eoulmim hi exercise a great influence in the revenue department of 
the American i'ovcrniueiil. Whilst seereraty of dm treasury, bo was ea; [jjicio one of the 
cabinet counsellors of President Washington; n.rid such was the eoulh.ienre reprised by 
that great man in his integrity and ability, thai lie rarely vciiiunu upen any executive act 
of moment without Ins eoiiouiTcnec. lie was one of the principal advisers of the procla- 
mation of ncutrali'y issued liy W;.shi::;.i..ei in J.7:J3, ir. oot:se.pe-:ier of the attempt made 
by the minister of i'laina.: i.o cause the Ikiited States -n take part with his country in the 
war 111 en raging between it and laiiflaud. '['his incasm: h<: defended in a series til" essays, 
iint.ler Ihe signature of Fuc/ficus, which were succos.'iU ::i ;Tivi:ar i: popularity. In 1795, 
Hamilton resigned his eilice ant' retired I.o psivalc life, i;i order to lie Inner able to support 
a numerous family by the pracicc cf hi, profs'i"!:. in Wii, liowovi-r, when an invasion 
was apprehended from the. French, and a provisional army had been called into the field, 
his public services were airnin required. Pr widen r. Aiioi.is h: : .d off. rod fie. chief command 
iif the provisional army to Wasbinirlo;), « iio consented 'o iLoceiil. in fii-n Hannllon should 
be chosen second in command, with the lillc of inspeetor.te.'ieiai. 'i'his was aoeoreiiudy 
done, and ill a short time he succeeded in bringing tie: o^ci'if/ation ; : .ntl discipline o: the 
army to a high degree "'" oxoefenco. 0:i the death of Washington in 1799, he succeeded 
of course to ihe chief command. The title onieuteuaut-genoial, Imwover, to which he was 
then entitled, was from some unexplained ean.se never conferred on him. 

" When the army was disbanded after ihe ce.ss'ition of iioshiibes between the United 
States and Franco, General llainilton reiurued n^niu to die bar, and continued to practise 
with increased reputation and success unit! 1804. In .luiu.i of that year he received a note 
from Col. Burr, — between wham run: buuseif a political bad hccoir.e a personal enmity,- ■ 
in which he was roe,a:rcd, i:i of; :isive lan.-tta.ie, to acknowlcd.i.e or disavow certain es- 
pressions dcrugah.uv lo the iaiter. The tone of the note was suci: as to cause him to refuse 
to do either, and a c'adlemtu was the cense an en ee. .'July 11, toe parties met al Hobokott, 
opposite Xew York, on Uie Jersey side of the Hudson, and on the lirsl lire Hamilton fell 
mortally wounded, on tlie same spot where, a si-tort tinii [in viously, .is eldest son had been 
ItiL'.ed in a duel. He h injured nun! the afterr.oon of ::ic ioJIowinit day, when he expired. 
The sensation which tins excited diro.;;::io-..t tiio Udt.e.d Unites hud never been exceeded 
on this continent. Men of all ear: res feb thai i.he imriiiii was deprived of its greatest oma. 
tnent. His transcendent alulities were ciuvtrs'i'y aekniuvh tlgcd. Livery citizen was ready 
to express confidence in his spirit of lienor ami his oa;>;;ofy for puoho .service. Of all the 
coadjutors and. advisers of Washington, Hamilton was undoubtedly the one in whose 
sagacity and j!:d;rmciit he reposed ihe givices! confidence, whether in the military or in the 
civil career; and of ali foe A me ilea n si.a'esiueu In: displayed tiio mast compit.hcnsive nn. 
dcrsinndiug, and die most varicti ability, w-ie hi.t applied 'o snV.jccts practical or speculative. 
A collection of his works was issued in iN'cw y ork in three octavo volumes, some years 
offer his death. His s'yio is nervous, lucid, and elevated ; bo excels 'in reasoning founded 
on general principles and historical experience, (l-snora! llamib.ui was regarded as die 
head of the Fcdetalis:s ::i 'an natty divisions of dm American republic. He was accused 
of having preferred in the convention liiat framed the Tidcral constitution, a government 
more akin to (he mou archied : he wedier.ed llic federal par'y by deiuuincing President 
Adams, whose adcioiisn-:riot: he disapproved, arai wdmso fitness to- oiftce he questioned. 
But his general course and his c antic i ntiai correspondence, show liiar be earnestly desired 
to preserve the coustilvbon, when it was adopted, and Ihai bis motives were patriotic in 
his proceedings towards Mr. Adams. Certain it is, that tio man labored more faithfully, 
skilfully, and efficiently in organizing and putling into operation the federal government." — 
Encyclopedia Amencana. 
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NIAGARA COUNTY. 

Niagara county was taken from Genesee in 1808. Greatest length 
E. and W. 30 ; breadth N. and S. 21 miles. The word Niagara 
is of Indian origin, and signifies across the neck or strait. The 
streams are few, nod with tin; exception of Eighteen Mile, Johnson's, 
and Tonawanta creeks, and Niagara river, are inconsiderable. In 
1796, exclusive of the occupants of Forts Niagara and Schlosser, 
there was but one white family in the territory now forming this 
county. The proposed line for a ship canal, from the Niagara river 
above the Falls to Lewiston, lies wholly within the county, com- 
mencing near Gill creek and the site of old Fort Schlosser. A rail- 
road runs from Lockport and another from Buffalo to the Niagara 
Falls. A branch lias been made from Lewiston to intersect the 
Lockport and Niagara Falls railroad, a distance of about 2 miles. The 
Erie canal enters Tonawanta creek near its mouth. The creek 
is used for 12 miles as a canal by a tow-path on its bank. At Pen- 
dleton village, the canal leaves the creek and turns in a northeasterly 
direction across the mountain ridge, with a deep cut of about three 
miles through rock averaging 20 feet ; and then descending 60 feet, 
by five double combined locks of 12 feet, each, it passes out of the 
county south of the Ridge road. The county is divided into 12 
towns, viz. : 

Cambria, Lockport, Pendleton, Somerset, 

Hartb.od, New Cane, Porter, Wheatland, 

Lewiston, Niagara, Royal ton, Wilson. 

Lockport v ilk ge, incorporated in 1829, was founded m the spring ol 
1821, by Mr. Sherard Consstock, deceased, who surveyed his farm of 
100 acres into town lots. The first house was erected by Joseph 
Langdon, additions were soon made to the village plat, and in 1822 it 
became the county town. It is 30 miles E. of Buffalo, 20 from 
Niagara Falls, and S'.y.i by the canal route from Albany. 

The following is a view of the Jive doulrfe lock* on. the Erie canal, 
(from which the village derives its name,) and part of the buildings 
in the vicinity, A new set of locks by the side of those represented 
in the engraving are now constructing, which will give increased 
facility to the passage of boats. The village contains about 700 
houses, 10 churches, and, according to the census of 1850, 12,285 
inhabitants. Its buildings, both public and private, are mostly built 
of the excellent stone which is here quarried. There are 2 banks 
and two female seminaries. The manufacture of flour is an im- 
portant branch of business in this place. The great abundance of 
water derived from Lake Erie, which is brought through the deep 
cut to the brow of the ridge, and all around the basin, is used for 
various mills and factories. The waste water of these mills, and of 
the locks of the sixty leet mountain ridge, after it has fulfilled Us. bv 
draulic operations in its descent to the basin, is there retained by a dam 
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across the ravine, and forms the head or fountain to fill the long, or 
sixty-five mile level, and as such is chiefly relied on, though the Oak 
orchard, the Genesee, and other feeders are useful in their place. 

" The upper part of the village is about 80 feet above the level of 
the basin and long level of the canal. In moving up in a boat to the 
head of the basin to enter the chain of double locks, which are arranged 
in the most massive- style side by side, in huge chambers, with stone 
steps in the centre, guarded by iron railings for safety and convenience, 
the gates of the lock arc closed after the boat is in the chamber, and 
the roaring and sudden influx of the water from the look above, in three 
or four minutes raises the boat to the level of the lock above; and this 
is repeated five limes, the- adjoining side lock being, perhaps, employed 
in letting a boat pass down the lock to the basin and canal. The boat 
having in this manner risen up 60 feet in five lifts, the passenger finds 
before him a vista of several miles, bounded on either hand by walls 
of the solid limestone rock, 25 to 30 feet high, and very appropriately 
called the ' Deep rock cutting at Lock-port.' " 

Lewiston village, upon the river, was surveyed in 1813 ; it is 7 miles 
N. of Niagara Falls, 37 from Buffalo, 7 S. of Lake Ontario, 18 W. of 
Lockport, 80 from Rochester. It lies opposite Q.ueenston, U. C. It 
is the port of entry for the Niagara collection district, and is on the 
Ridge road, elevated about a hundred feet above the river, at the foot 
of the mountain n:: :;c portage, and. at the head of the navigation, and 
contains about 70 dwellings. The chief export is lumber. Steam- 
boats from the lake touch daily at the landing. There is a ferry across 
the river al Que en stem, the passage of which, though safe, is somewhat 
appalling by reason of the rapidity and eddies of the stream. In the 
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central part of this town, now intersected by trie .Niagara Falls and 
Lockport railroad, "8 miles below iho fall* and 3 miles back from 
the river, is i.he reservation oi the Titsairura Indians, containing 2 miles 
in width by 4 in length, (about 5,000 acres,) of very excellent land. 
They consist of about 300 souls ; have a Presbyterian church of 50 
members, a resident clergyman, and a school teacher, and a temper- 
ance society of more than 100 members. They are under the care of 
the American Hoard of Foreign Missions. Their village is delightfully 
situated on a high, hank, commanding an extensive prospect of the sur- 
rounding country and of Lake Ontario. These Indians came from 
North Carolina about the year 1712, and joined the confederacy of the 
Five Nations, themselves making the sixth. They formerly held a 
very valuable interest in land in North Carolina, but have recently sold 
it and divided the proceeds equally among themselves. Many of them 
are in very prosperous circumstances : in ls;M, one man raised and 
gathered 50 acres of wheat. Visiters at the falls have been in the habit 
of going, sometimes in crowds, to this village on the Habbath ; but the 
Indians, with their missionary, have often expressed their desire that 
visiters would not interrupt them at that time. ' 




Lewis ton La 
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The above is a northern view taken near the steamboat landing at 
Lcwiston, showing in the distance Queenston Height.*, distinguished 
as the battle-ground dining the war of 1812. On the summit of the 
elevated ground, 370 feet, above the river, is soon Gen. Brock's mon- 
ument, constructed of ivecsl.oiie, at the expense of the provincial gov- 
ernment. The base is 20 feet square, and the shaft rises 126 feet 
from the ground ; from this eminence the country around, including 
the picturesque lake and river scenery, may be seen for fifty miles. 
The following is the inscription on the monument. 

" Tlic k'iris^il.iivi' of l 1 ;)! 1 '-!' Caoa'Ia !ii!N (!>''Il':;>.I.i'i! tliis monrnm-nf. lo tlj« many oivi! end 
military service nl' Ike laic- Sir, Jahe:s Broi.-'i, Kiinjiil mini mm irk; 1 of I lie Jjost Hoi)Oroi>lp> 
Order of 1.1 1« Hulii. I'lOiiucud Lii.uKnajit Goveoor i-ud yi;i.rn>.jr*ti(<i-;i:. wjiiiiiiftniliii!; IKo 
Majcstv'a fort™ Iherdn. He lell in Miirm, on t!:<j 13th of Ucluaor, 1313, honored and 

28 
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beloved by those whom lit' ^i.ivr.'iiu.v'. ,m deplored by hie S' 

life had been devoted. His remains ure denasitiel in this vault, as nlso his. Aid-ue-tamp, 
"lieutenant-colonel John i\[o. Donald, who "died of his wounds the 14 of October, 1812, 
received the day before ill action." 

Gen. Brock was killed at a spot about 80 rods down the hill, in a 
northwestern direction from the monument, near a cherry-tree. He 
was a bra"ve officer, and fell at the head of his men while cheering 
them on to action. It is stilled that when lending on his men, he laid 
his hand on Ins breast, exclaiming, " Here is a breast for your yankee 
balls — shoot me if you can;" when mortally wounded, soon after, he 
took off his cravat, and told one of his aids to deliver it to his sister. 
He was at first interred in the northeastern bastion of Fort George, 
and a 34 pound American cannon, captured with Hull, placed at his 
head. His remains were removed to Qucaiston Heights, on one of 
the anniversaries of the battle. — On the night of the 17th of April, 
1840, some evil-minded and unknown persons endeavored to blow up 
the monument by gunpowder. This disgraceful attempt was partially 
successful ; the keystone over the door was thrown out, and the struc- 
ture itself was cracked up to nearly two-thirds of its height. — The 
following account of tin: battle of Queens ton is from the Albany Ga- 
zette, Oct. 20th, 1812. 

" At four o'clock i:i the mornina of the Kith inst., (.VI. Solomon Vi'it Reussehier, at the 
head of 300 imlilia, and Lieut. Col. Christie. 0.1 the In- ad of 300 regular, of the 13th regi- 
ment, embarked hi boats to dis'odge the British Iron til-, heights of Quoenston. They 
crossed under cover of » battery of two eighteen auil two six pounders. Their movement 
was rhacov'rctl n.mo.d. at the mr'.aiil of their d'-pnilure from r I ;.- American shore. The 
nei.aohmenbs lauded under a heavy fire of artillery and musketry. Col, Van Rensselaer 
received a wound thro. igh Ids right tbiifh soeu alter !andmg. lint proceeded on until he 
received two other 'le.sh wound- in hi.- T 1 1 i lt - ' and tin- eidf of oik- of hi- legs, and a severe 
contusion on one o: his heel;, when he ordered lb.: detachment- to march on and storm 
the first batlety, and v. as himself carried off lie field. 'J'he order for storming was gal- 
laritly e\i-culed, and a severe conflict ensued. Lieut, Col. Curi-tie received a severe wound 
in hie hand, but got over the works. At inia time both parte .s \vm reinforced. The en- 
emy -soon gave way, and dud in every ihree-.lcu. :Uaj. Gen. Van Rensselaer crossed over 
to sustain the attack, nnd ascended (hi: heights of (J ti eons ton, where he was attacked with 
great fury by several I inn tired Indians, who however were soon rouied and driven into the 
woods. The reinforcements ordered over from the American side begun to move tardily, 

and finally slopped. This intln.eed t!:e imdor-gc id lo retmn, in order to accelerate theit 

movements, He moulded a hor.-e, raid used i-vi-rv exertion in ids power to urge on the 
reinforcements, hut in vain : wueiv.npoii tile genera! psicciviuothit n si ro-ig rein force uient 
was advancing to sune:);! the ij'.dsii, ordered a ret real, but before Hie order readied Brig. 
Gen. Wadswod.h, the L-ni'.ie was renewed by [he enemy with great vigor and increased 
numbers, which compelled the Americans, w!i«,e ■Ire; gill and ijiimmiition were nearly 
exhausted by hard utihiing for eleven lionrs, and with very little intermission, to give way. 
The number of killed is considerable on both sides, hat the Amerie.au.- have lost many 
prison er.s, inelridimj about lid ' fhcei ■. it, est of whom are wounded. Anion;; the prisoners 
are J.ieut. Go's. Scott, (.'uri.-iie, and .Feuwick, of Iho Ihiin-ti State- Itoops: Gen, Wads- 
worth and Coi. Struua.him of the ,-uilitin. ilaj. Gen. Ibock, of tiie British, isi among tho 
slain, and his aid-dc-ciunp morlady wounded. 'J'he who. e number of Americans said to 
have hecn engaged is about liiibd, of which 3(10 were rogaiar troops and TOO militia. — 
On the 14th, an iirratigomout was made between l\[isj. Gen. Van. Rensselaer and Gen, 
Sheafe for the liberaliou oi ah the militia prisoners on puroie, not to serve thu-hig the war." 

The following from the Albany Register, Extra, contains some ad- 
ditional particulars. 

" A large body ol .be enemy got. behind a stone puiii-i'-Louse, in which wis mounted 3 
pair of heavy ordnance. Two eighteen pounder- were directed again-l. it, which raked 
(hem severely ; and at the f'lh .snot fumbled i;ri a heup o( .oien and dismounled one gun. 
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Tlicy fled belli v.ii .iiitla 1 ' Iliiinilidii's «fnjT>-ri(iusf.' ; bui oiir ciirlifeeiu !"U.'il them from (hence 
and they fled, liy l!iis time., about, ten o'clock, the I'liciiiy's firu, cuiept one gun out of 
Tench, v.'as s-iieneetl. and vkituiy tsemed emiiiii-'lo. Til': jrenertl had passed over to tha 
heights, [mt. sent !>a<;!i to tuve on tin? troop;- whieh wore passing oier to licul I lie column?. 
At this time, however, the fsiitnuy ri-fmipcil n reinl'iirei'iimnl ol' several hundred of (.'[lippo- 
way Indians, mid ooi:uueiio:.d an jildiuk with i;rcnt fury. The rirtfs and the bayonet had 
suarrjcly put them to rout, and linive them to tin- vvuo;U, wher. thev wr-ro joined by a largo 
reinforcament ol' ro];ahire irom I'ort George.. Tin y renewed the "attack, and the conflict 
became tremendous. It lasted about ha'.f an hour, when our valiant Spartan hand, who 
bud wailuil thtaiiyb blood a]ilir.i|ial.in i r violeiy. lieue! nxhau-ii-il in siren if1.il and ammuni- 
tion, were obliged io yield this day. They hud I'ouyiit eleven hours without intermission." 

The loss of the Americans in this affair in killed, wounded, and 
missing, was estimated at 1,000 ; of this number about 90 are sup- 
posed to have been killed. The militia, previous to the action, insist- 
ed on being led on against the enemy to drive them from the Niagara 
peninsula, so that they could return homo. Many of them threatened 
to leave the camp unless led to immediate action. After the com- 
mencement of the battle, the sight of the wounded, as they were 
brought across the river covered with blood, and the groans of the dy- 
ing, cooled their military ardor. They now appeared to have made 
the discovery l.iiai the constitution did not. require them to go beyond 
the limits of the United Stales, Rather than cross over to an enemy's 
country, be shot at, with a chapce of being killed, or made cripples for 
life, they determined to forego their chance of obtaining military honors. 
It is said that several hundred of the militia, after they had crossed 
over to the Canadian shore, availed themselves of the darkness and 
other facilities to hide themselves in the clefts of the rocks, where 
they remained in concealment d:i;-ing the day, and were only dragged 
by the legs from their lurking places by the British troops, after the 
surrender of the fighting part of the Americans. 

The village of .Niagara Fulls is situated at llie celebrated Falls of 
Niagara river, lat. 43^ 6' N., long. 2° 6' W. The village was laid out 
by Augustus Porter, Esq., and others, in 1805. It was at first called 
Manchester, afterward NiagaraFalls. The village contains 2 churches, 
2 splendid hotels, and 3 other public houses, 2 public schools, 80 
dwellings of all kinds, and 500 inhabitants. Distance from Albany 
290 miles, New York 440, Buffalo 22, Lockport 18, Chillicothe, Ohio, 
403, Kingston, U. C, 200, Montreal SSS, Quebec 568, Detroit 332, 
Cincinnati 463, and Washington 703 miles. Pop. 1,261. 

" The river Niagara is 35 miles in length, and flows northerly ; 
about midway between the two lakes it separates into two channels, 
forming Grand Island. A short distance below the union of these 
channels are the falls of Niagara, the grandest cataract in the world. 
Half a mile above the falls the river is a furious rapid, which sweeps 
away to certain destruction every thing involved in it. The river is 
here three quarters of a mile broad, and from this point it rushes 
down with increased velocity to the fall, where it leaps in an immense 
mass down a perpendicular precipice 160 feet in depth, with a roar 
heard in favorable states of the wind and atmosphere, 5, 10, 20, or 
even 30 miles. The cataract forms an irregular semicircle, the 
deepest hollow of which is called Horseshoe Fall, and is on the 
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Canada side. At the brink of the fall stands a "small island, called 
Goat Island, which sop a rides the Canada Ire-m the American fall. A 
bridge is thrown across (he falls from the American side to the island. 
On the British side, a few yards below, is a projection called Table 
Rock, commuvuhug a magnilicent view of the falls. From this rock 
a spiral staircase leads down to the toot of the cataract, where visit- 
ers may pass under the fill between the sheet of water and the rock. 
The path leads far under the excavated bank of the river, which in 
some places forms a roof overhanging 30 or 40 feet. The fall of 
such an immense mass of water produces violent whirls in the air, 
and the spray is driven out with such force that, no one can approach 
the edge of the cataract without being drenched to the skin. It is 
difficult even to draw a breath here, and in entering this tremendous 
cavern, there is danger of being blinded by the strong' driving showers 
of spray, The greal.es! distance to which it is possible to pass within 
this sheet of water is about 150 feet. The banks of the river for 
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several miles below the falls are perpendicular precipices of rock, and 
there is every reason to believe that lite cataract "was formerly much 
further down the river, the rock having gradually worn away to the 
present spot. A cloud of spray is continually rising from the foam 
of water, and exhibiting in the sunshine a brilliant rainbow." 

The above view of the falls was taken from the ferry, and shows 
on the left of Goat Island, and near to the spectator, the American 
fall, and to the right of the island and in the distance, the Crescent or 
Horse-shoe fall. The cataract on the American side is 164, and on 
the Canada side 15B feet in height. The stone tower seen in the 
view is connected with Coat Island by the Terrapin bridge, a struc- 
ture 300 feet in length, and projecting 10 feet over the falls. This 
tower, 45 feet in height, with « inding steps to the top, was erected in 
1833, from which, or from the end of the bridge, the view is awfully 
sublime. Apart from the falls, this whole region is one of deep inter- 
est, from the other natural curiosities and the historical reminiscences 
with which it is connected. The visiter should not fail to visit the 
whirlpool in the Niagara river, 3 mile* below the village. " A mile 
from the whirlpool, the road runs within a few feet of the river's 
bank, where a deep and gloomy chasm is rent or worn out of the 
rock. This. is called ilw JJccifx llok, and the steal! stream which 
crosses the road and falls into the chasm, is the Bloody Run." In 
1759, during the old French and Indian war, a detachment of 100 
British regulars, who were conveying provisions, in w-agons, to Fort 
Schlosser, were here surprised by a party of Indians in ambuscade. 
" Many of the soldiers were killed at the first discharge, and the 
others were thrown into hopeless confusion. The Indians fell like 
tigers upon the drivers, tomahawked them in their seats, and threw 
them under foot. The wagons were backed off the precipice, and 
men and cattle foil with their loading in one dismembered and muti- 
lated mass below. Some threw themselves from the bank, and fell 
mangled and dying on the rocks; others lodged in the branches of 
the trees, where they remained, disabled, mtlji the aitray was over, 
when the savages, at their leisure, despatched them." The brook 
that courses the bank ran red with the blood of the slain. Only four 
escaped to rotate the horrible fate of their companions. Pieces of 
wagons and other relies of tin's bloody affray remained in this vicinity 
until within a few years, but have now mouldered away. 

The immediate vicinity of the falls is rendered memorable on ac- 
count of its beinjr the place where a number of bloody battles were 
fought during the last war. The battle of Chippewa was fought on 
the 6th of July, 1814, at the village of that name, on the Canada side, 
about two miles from the falls. In July, the British and American 
forces being near each other, Gen, Ripley ordered Gen. Scott to 
make an advance on Chippewa. 

" On the moraitis of the f.r.^ib, (Tnitnil Scoit advanced wiiTi hi? brittle and corps of 
artillery, ami twit :i jni'iiL.-.n n:i dm Cliiimeivn yhri, Li, It' a mile in 1'™i! of liie village, liis 
riii-hr iT=Lii;g on the river, and his i'ror.t protcuied by :> ravine. Tins Jirnsh were encamped 
it; force at the village. In 1'ie rami:::' 0:;i.T;.i: fir.i'.vn jnim-tl him iviiii tho reserve under 
General Ripley, and the artillery commanded ljy Miyor Hindnian. General Porter arrived 
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the next morning, wish the New York and Povmsylvtuihs vabrntr-cs, and a number of In. 

dians of the Six Nations. Marly in the morning of the 5th, '.lit ISiriish commenced a firing . 
on the pickets. Captain Trots, who eonmuuirJc:! uric, of them, hastily retreated, leaving 
one of his men wounded on the ground. General iliown instantly ordered him to retire 
from the army, ami directed Captain Bidille lo assume tiio cum.nand of the picket, lead it 
back to the ground, and brin.Lr olf mo wauueico man ; widen he accomplished without loss. 
At four in the am moon, General Porter advanced, inking the woods in order to conceal 
his approach, and in 'In: hope of bringing ihcit pickets t.ml scouting parlies between his hue of' 
inarch and the. Americmi crimp, in half an hour his advance met the ligltl parties of the Brit. 
ish in the woods on the leu. Tbose were driven in, nod Porter, advancing ncur Chippewa, 
met the whole British fuco npiuencltiut.' in order of huttlc. General Scott, with his brigade 
and Towsun's aniller',', met them on ilea plain, in front of the American encampment, and 
was directly engaged in close action wiih the main body. Gcncitil I'orler's command gave 
way, and ifed in every direction, liy winch Scon's left (lank was entirely uncovered. Cap. 
tain Harris, with his tiiagoous, was ordered to slop the fugitives, at the ravine, and form 
them in front, of the earn p. The reserve were now ordered up, anil General Ripley passed 
to the woods in lei'l of the line ;o gain the rear of the enoiny ; bm before this was effected, 
General Scott had compelled t.he British to relitc, Their wdiolc hue now fell back, and 
were eagerly pursued by the Amotion us. As soon us they reached the sloping ground de- 
scending towards the vclajn?, their lines !>-oko, and tliey legnineil iheir works in disorder. 
The American troops pursued until wilbiu reach of the guns fioui llie works; when they 
desisted and returned to 'heir camp. The British left two hundred dead on the ground, 
ninety-four wounded, beside those i„ the early part of rhe action, who were removed back 
to the camp, arid fourteen prisoners. The American loss was sixty killed, and two him, 
dred and sisly.eigh: wounded and missing." — Firkin's Hi*!, of the. Late War. 

The battle of Bridgewater or Lundy's Lane, was fought on the 
25th of July. The principal scene of this bloody action, was at an 
obscure road, called Lundy's Lane, about half a mile westward from 
the Niagara cataract. " The thunder of the cannon, the roaring of 
the falls, the incessant discharge of musketry, the groans of the dying 
and wounded, during llie six hours in which the parties were engaged 
in close combat, heightened by the circumstances of its being in the 
night, afforded such a scene as is rarely to be met with in the annals 
Oi slaughter. The evening was culm, and the moon shone with 
lustre when not enveloped in clouds of smoke from the firing of the 
contending armies." Since the retreat of t.he enemy from Chippewa, 
they bad received reinforcements of troops from Lord Wellington's 
army in Spain ; and on the 25th of July, encamped on a hill, with 
the design of attacking the Americans the next morning. 

" On tiie i!:vli r.l"., *'.io army luiue: 1 he co- 1 ■■( Malm- Gen. Brown encamped above 

Chippewa, near the battle ground of the 5th. At 1 1'. _\l., informal ion was received that 
the enemy had thrown a body of IraOps across the Niagara, at :h<- iivc-.milc meadows ; hut 
our commanding general was not diverlcd by l.iiis movemen*. The 1st brigade, under Brig. 
Gen. Scott, moved past Chippewa and hal ed at ll-idgoivnier, a mile below Chippewa, in 
plain view of Kiagara Falls. Gen. Scott icurtit thai, ihe enemy, under Gen. Riall, was ap- 
proaching him. ilaitio was immediately given the enemy, near Mr, Wilson's, at half past 
4 P.M.; their cannon were pin ni ed abo-.tt 200 rods from tins pasi ion on an eminence. 
The enemy's numerical mree was n:\tc ii siieicior tu Gen. Scott's : his line was far extended, 
and he showed a disposition to flank.— In order to cm internes these views of Gen. Riall, he 
•was fought in detachments— ho was ,:htrei',il in a/iuvn; Gcu. Scott being at the head of 
his troops in almost evoiy clmii-e. — Gup:. Towstm, will his company of artillery, attached 
to Scott's brigade, kept up his (ire wilh great vigor ami effect. The action was continued, 
and the ground mainlined hv Gen. Scum, for more Mum an four, before the reserve under 
Gen. Ripley, and the volunteers under Gcii, i'orler, were succossitmy brought into action. 

" Tlic ground was obsuiuieiy contested mr.il past '.) o'clock, in the evening, when Gen. 
Crown perceiving :hm the enemy's arnllsry was most, destructive, decided to storm the 
battery. Col. Miller,' the hero of fiLiiragia, was ordered to 'i:is enlciprise ; ho approached 

* Dn receiving this order from Gen. Brown, Col, Millei ca'nily surveyed the position, and 
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tne enemy's cannnu with ;i qiheli step, si id (hlivcret! Iks. fire '.', itbin a few paces of the 
enemy's line ; who, after rcoeivin,: two or throe rot; n; Is mid a v : srorot:s charge, retired to the 
bottom of the hill, and abandoned hia cannon. Only one piece wes brought off (lie field 
for want of houses. The or:eiuy now i'avo wny and retreated.; they were iollowod some 
distance. Our army v.-ns now employed in seeuiinr: :in: prisoners and brmdr.g off the 
wounded. — The ccssmiori however wus sinai ; Liem. Genet-id )>i-'.:uirs,oiid is supposed to 
have arrived at litis interval with a rcmfiroentotn. The enemy renewed trio action, whilst 
our troops were busily t : i i;;i'oyt:d io clearim; tiro frrottml of the wo-.mdetl ; but the gallant 

Americans formed with ahtcniy, ami biUt a <■.!.:■-.. r::: gem em nf 31) minutes, the enemy 

were repulsed. The army now effected the F.movd .if nearly if not all of the wounded, 
and retired from the ground, it homor nr.m-iy l:i o'ciook at nidi: : tnty ror.irr.ed to "heir en. 
eampment in rjoud order. On the nioriihi;; of the itrii, our threes '.tinier Generals Ripley 
and Porter, reconnoitred the cttetny near tin: bailie gro::uil, re'uined m:d hiirnt 'he. Bridge- 
water mills, and all the enemv's barracks, and tie bridge at (,' hi ope w;i, and pawed up the 
river to Fort Eric, where, they made a stand. The enemy's force .. t:ga,,ed mast have been 
nearly 5,1)00 ; ours slii--i-i. of iha: nimhe r. Ma,;"! 1 -! int. fliall was wottnded, and taken in 
the rear of his army by Cant, [lelehum, tiiir.it her itith one ::■!' his aid*, the other being killed. 
" Major.Gen. Brown ivi.s severoly wnnudoil in ike tlngb (beside- a eoiti.usirui on his body) 
in the hottest of the Ec'.ion, but cotnhv.tod to conmiane until the ere my retreated. Brig. 
Gen. Scott was also severely wounds. d by a trrnoc in the shoulder, besides a severe bruise 
occasioned by a shell or cannon shot, having losi •>. horses, killeu, Col, Brady 22d infan., 
try; Majors Jesstto J.'ith. Lcttvcnwor It Dili, IM'ik'l 1.1. th ; Brigade-minor Smith ; Lieuls. 
Campbell and Smouck, artillery; Lieu*. Worth, aid to Gen. Scott; Lieut, Camp 11th j together 
with many others, whose mimes we have not iei.rnt, v.ere wounded, some badly. — The 
loss of the enemy in kiked and wounded, was rising fill I, exclusive > I i!(HI regulars and 20 
offieers prisoners. 0:tr less in kiked, wotmrhei, and missing, is from ii to 700. Major 
M'Farkmd i!3d, Cant. Rilclne, art ike re, Capls. Kirn my and Goodrich, Lieut. Uigeloiv, infan. 
try, ami several other of! cor-:, .ikied ; Gael, Silencer, nil) to M'lj.n-t on. .lirov.-ji, si i; >p;;sc J to 
be mortally wounden ; .'dtnor Si an ton, of the JNuw York voljurcc-rs, Adj. 1'ew, of the Bene, 
sybania volunteers, kike,!, Minor Camp, of the stuff, lost two horses on the field, but es. 
caput! a wov.ml. 'J'lie fldi, 11th, and .vjme, s:;f:'eved very severely." 




Vkw of Sc/tlo^sc.r Landing; Niagara. 

The above is a northern view of the steamboat landing at Porter's 

storehouse, commonly called Schlossnr Landing, upwards of two 

answered, " I aid, fry, sir .'■' which expression wt.s afterward the motto of his regiment, 
Durimr the bailie in the evening, Cap:. Aminos i^peneir, son of ike ehiefjusrice of New 
York, and aid to Gen. Brown, v.'as ilespnio.hcd v, iih oiilers to ore' nf the reirmronli ; when 
about to deliver them, he snddeub, found hknsrlf in em r tie I wi-ii il liritish corps ; with tricar 
coolness and a firm a'.-, he inquired ivbai. rcrrimeiit is ibis ' On being answered, the Itrnial 
&uts, he immedia'e.y rtsilteri, " .l''i:-/n( i'rafs, remain as you art," The eonimamtant of the 
corps, suppesintr die orders can:! frieu his cimniiiiirHnn greii ral, itiiirieiiialely liailed Ins re- 
giment, and Captain Si>; ::eet rode oil' Captain Sianeer was afterward mortally wounded, 
nnd taken prisoner. Cap'. Lorine:, the aid of Gen. .Drum: mind, was also taken prisoner 
He was exchanged for the corpse of Capt. Spencer. 
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miles from the falls. The site of old Fort Schlosser is nearly a mile 
below llie landing : it was anciently a stoccado built upon hanks slightly 
raised above the plain. The steamboat Caroline, the burning of which 
has caused so much sensation on the frontiers, lay beside the store- 
house represented in the engraving. Part of the village of Chippewa, 
on the opposite side of the Niagara river, is seen on the right in the 
extreme distance. Navy Island, so celebrated as a place of resort for 
the Canadian patriots, or rebels, as they are alternately called, is seen 
to llie left beyond the store-house. The following passages, relative 
to the transactions on Navy Island, while in possession of the patri- 
ots, and the burning of the Caroline, are extracted from "Dc Veaux's 
Falls of Niagara." 

" About t l ie middle of it.''- Tua-ilh of ll.-r i-':il."r . '.*''>'!. r ■.■. i -:it y- 1 ! '. i it men, principally Ce- 
ll udians, with Rensselaer Van Rensselaer and V\ illlmi J.i no Mackou/ie, went, on >avy 
Islaiid. They called lo them the patriots of Canada, and nil others the friend* of that 
cause. In tho space of three weeks, between three and four hundred responded to the 
call : some from tho United Slut™, and snme from Canada. They brought with them 
arms and provisions. They stayed on llie island lor one month, and then, at their own 
choice, left it, and not in fear or." their opponents. Ojj]jrj.-iil« to them wer: assembled live 
thousand men, ooa-isling of Jjritish i-eeailars, locnvpor.ired militia, and a body of Indians 
and negroes. l-lal lories were elected; and bulls m:d sled Is were, at intervals, cast upon tiie 
island. The islanders were incessantly in a slide of dagger ui.ri alarm ; yet. they ivoidd, 
at times, provokingly relurn flic fire; slill tliev remained imultacked. .For' a month, a 
ran-, undisciuliiied bunt! of men, in the severity of winter, -.villi no slj.'iiei- but such as they 
then constructed, and Miserably clad. «(■; at defiance and laughed id the overwhelming 
force, which lay so near lo them tliiu (bey ;'-e.'|ueutjy conversed together. 

" The steamboat Caroline ciiuie froui ihtlfalo, on 1 1 ■■' ;<mh or' December, it. was said, to 
ply as a ferry- bout between Scldosscr and _\";ivy Island. Jl passed, that day, forth and 
back several' times, and before sun-down was brought to the wharf at Schlosser, ami 
moored for the night. At. 1.1 nil place there was hut one house, Laid that a tavern. Tho. 
warlike movement? between the juiiiiois nnd liriilsh had draw;; to the frontier, through 
motives of cariesi ly . a great number of pcrjons. The tavern was crowded — lodgings could 
nut lie obtained — null several persons, observing ihe steamboat, sought for accommoda- 
tions on board, and were received. Ju the midd:e of [be night, I he waloh, Ibi- a watch on 
board steamboats is usually kepi, saw some' lung advauc.ng on rbe water. .He hailed, but 
bclore be could give llie a. arm a body of armed men rushed on beard, slaol at the sentinel 
and all they met, crying — 'Cat them down.!' '■ Give na quarter!' >'o arms were on 
hoard of the boat ; no allack was expected ; and no resistance was made. Some got on 
shore uninjured; ethers were severely cul and dangerously wounded. One man was 
shot dead on the wharf, and twelve were missing, cither killed, or burnt and sunk with 
the boat. They towed the ooat out in the river, and set It on lire : the flames burst 
forth; it drifted slowly, and its blay.e shone far and '.vid : ever (he water and adjacent 
shores. 

" On the Canada side, at a distance ub"vc t'bipnewo, was burning a large lighl, as a signal 
lo those engaged ill the expedition. In :.i. short time, an osloi lading shout came buuiuing over 
the water: it was for Ihc success and return of those who had per inn: aid this deed. The 
beacon was extinguished. The Caroline still moved on, ami cast its lurid light far anil 
wide, clothing the scene in gloom and horror : and just below the point of (vis Island, sud- 
denly disappeared. HI. in; of the wrecliei: ami charred r< ma. ns were, the next, morning, 
iloaling in the current and eddies below the falls." 

Yon.iiosi.own, "port of delivery on the Niagara river, I mile above 
Lake Ontario, 19 miles NVV. from Lockport, has about 40 dwell- 

in S s " 

The following is a distant view oi fort jNuiquni tis seen from near 
the lighthouse on the British side. The engraving from which the 
above was copied, was published during the last war, and shows its 
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Distant view of Fort Niag 



appearance at that period. On the 19th of Doc, 1813, a British force 
of more than 1.200 men crossed over and look the fort by surprise. 
The garrison consisted of but 370, and the commander was absent, 
and the gates of the fort were open, and unguarded. The result of the 
attack was as might have been expected — sixty-five of the garrison 
were killed ; twenty-seven pieces of ordnnuce and large quantities 
of military stores were taken. The following interesting historical 
account of this place, is taken from " De Veaux's Falls of Niagara," 
published in 1839. 

" Tins fortress is in laiittme J3 deg. Ft sec. I\". In lliTi). a small spat was enclosed by 
palisades, by M. De Salle, an. "Incur m the service -if France. In 1725, the fort waa 
built. In 1759, it wits t:ikcn by 'i:c .liridsh, muler bh- William Johnson. The capture haa 
been ascribed to treachery, 'bough ibcre is in it known ';> "ae any exist in;: authority ro prove 
the charge. In 173S, it wais surrendered Id iiie L'ni:ed cVaics. On i'-.o 19th of Dee em her, 
1813, it was again taken l.y die F.i-ish, by siuptisc ; and m ."Vlaruii, 18i. r >, again surren- 
dered to the Americans. This old fur' is its tritiuh noli ;1 fur erianni'y nail crime, as for any 
good ever derived from i* by the nation in ocer.padoii. Wiiile in -.|-.c Lands of the French, 
there is no dotihr nf iis having been, m limes, used :,s a prisun ; its close and im pregnable 
dungeons, whore ilgitl was nut iulmi'n.i.l, and where remained, fur many years after, clear 
traces, and a pur' of ihc rundy iiisu-.iuicui-' fur execution, or for iiiuriier. During the Ameri 
can revolution, i: was die heac.cuarlers uf all thai mis barbarous, nori-lonling, and cruel, 
There, were congregated die leader? and chiefs of 1 1 1 ■. ■-" c : hninis of iniaalcrt.r-i and iniscrtaiiis, 
(ha: carried deulii and destruction into {'■::<:■ remo'O 4:ui. , rki:ri se'llumeuts. There, civilized 
Europe revelled with savagn America ; and Indies ul' c.lucaaon iiml relhietncril mingled in 
the society of those whose only distbtciiaii was to wkitt the hlaouy tomabawk and scalping- 
knife,. There, the squaws of rim forest were raised to eminence, and the most unholy 
unions between them and olficcrsof thn highest rank, smiled upon and countenanced. 
There, in their stronghold, like a nest of vultures, securely, for seven years, they sallied 
forth and preyed upon the thstam ;o::>u:ei-'s of i!ic ""■ 1 ■ -I ■; v,ks in;! >:;se ■..ohamiaha. It waa 
the depot of their phmdor ; tor re they p'anned their forays, and [litre ihuy returned to feast, 
until the hoar of action came again, 

" Fori iSiagara is in thu siaic o'iWcw York, arid staves on a point of hind at the mouth 
of the Niagara riv r, ll is a trndiliomuy story, ilia: the mess. house, which is a very strong 
building and the largest in the fort, was erected by stratagem. A considerable, diongh not 
powerful body nf French troops, had arrived a: the point. Their force was inferior to the 
surrounding Indians, of whom ihey were nicer same apprehensions. Tiiey obtained con- 
sent of the Indians to liinkl a v. igwatn, and induce.! them, wiih some of their oiiicers, 1.0 
engage in an extensive hunt. The materials had been made ruar.iy, ami, while the Indians 
were absent, the French built. When the paries returnee, ai night, they had advanced 
eo far with the work, us :o cover tin. .r faces, and to defend da.msrjve.s against the savagca, 
in case of an attack. In progress of time, it oecame a place of considerable strength. It had 
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ila bastions, ravines ; ila ditch and pickets ; its curtains and counterscarp ; its covered in; 

draiehrufee, rikin;;. "1=11 1 ■ ri-'f : its sioim lowers, laboratory. ;h mi mueai/ino ; its mese-hoii! 
barracks, bakery, and blacksmith skoii ; and, for worship, a chupil, with ;i large .'inr-it- 
did over the dour, to murk IIik hourly coimse iif the sun. It was, indeed, a little oily 
itself, and for a loag ner:o:l ibe greatest place —■ ■ 1 1 1 1j of Mon'rcai, or west of Albany. Tl 
fortifications originally covered a space of about eight acres. At a few rods from the bar- 
tier gate was the burying ground ; it was filled with memorials of the mutability of bu- 
rn an il:b : and over tin- u.utiii.-; of the entrance was. painli J. in hi'ge and omphalic cha 
acters, the word 'REST.' 

" It is generally believed, that some of Ibo distant, fori rem s of Franco were often co 
vetted into -'.ate prisons, as we!l as for defensive [v.: i poses. There \i-;is much about F( 
Niagara to establish tiic hcliei' [hat i* kail hcai usee, a- 'v.oh. Tin; cungeon of the me; 
house, celled Ike bh-ck-ho!o, was a strung, dark, and dismal place : and in one corner ■ 
the room was fixed the apparatus for strangling such unhappy wretches as fell under tlia 
displeasure of the despotic rulers of those days. The walls uf Ibis dungeon, from 
bottom, had engraved upon them French names, and mementoes in that language. 
the prisoners v.erc no common persons was clear, as Iho jeiiers and emblems wer 
elled out iii good style. In Jinn;, lt-12, when an attack was momentarily expected upon 
the fort by a superior British (dree, a merchant, res dent at Fori. Niagara, deposited some 
valuable articles in this dungeon. He look necasion, om; night, to visit, it with a ligb' 
he exiuniin.nl tbe walls, ami there, among hundreds of 1'rencii names, he saw his ov 
family name engraved in kuajo h.-f'TS. He took no notes, and bus no recollection of II 
other names and memorials : ho intended to repeat, bis visit, and to extend his cxamin 

mind again uniil of laic years, wbcu all was changed. In further corroboration that Ft 
Xiagaiii bad ivit:i;;.-n':l seenes of jniih and tool murder, was the faet thai, in lfciOa, it b 
canio necessary to clear out an old sink attaelied to the mess-bouse. The bones of a fe- 
male were found therein, e-viif. nil; . axun lire pi am- v. Here discovered, lite victim of soma 

" There were in any legendary stories alien I the fort. In Ike centre of the mess-houso- 
was a well of water, bat, ','. having been poisoned by some of the foimer ecc.upauis, in 
latter years the wafer was not used ; and il was a story wilh Ibe soldiers, and believed by 
the superstitious, that, al midulglit the headless trunk oi a French general officer was often 
seen sitting on the cab of the oul we!',, where lie iiad been nuuab red, and his body thrown 
in ; and, according 1o creamers and mi ucy-tliggers, large treasons, belli in gold and sil- 
ver, have been buried in many of the noolis and corno.-s of I he. oiil furl. Many applica- 
tions used to bo made to the American el beers, io dig for money, and persons have been 
known to como from a considerable distance for ilna purpose. The requests were, of 
course, refused." 



ONEIDA COUNTY. 

Oneida county was taken from Herkimer in 1789 ; since much re- 
duced by the formation of other counties. Oneida is a corruption of 
the Indian word Oneiyuta, signifying upright or standing stone. 
Greatest length N. and K. 47, greatest breadth E. and "W. 40 miles, 
From New York NW. 252, from Albany 107 miles. The surface 
has just diversity and unevenness enough it.i form a pleasing variety, 
and to supply brisk, streams of pure water, and a salubrious atmo- 
sphere. Hardly a farm is without perpetual streams and brooks. 
The northeast and southern parts approach a hilly character, a wa- 
ving surface with an easy swell ; the northwest part is tolerably level, 
and the central richly variegated ivil.li easy undulations. The soil is 
of various qualifies;, but everywhere rich and productive. The cot- 
ton and woollen manufactures are carried on here more extensively 
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than in any other county in the state. The Erie canal crosses this 
county, following the south side of the Mohawk river to Rome, and 
there turns southwestward into Madison county. This section of the 
canal is part of the long level 09i miles in length, extending from 
Frankfort in Herkimer county to Syracuse in Onondaga. The route 
of the Chenango canal, which unites ibe Sus<niehanuaii river with the 
Erie canal, leaves the latter at Utica, passing thence into the valley 
of the Oriskany, and thence follows the same into the county of Madi- 
son. Another canal is also commenced, uniting the Black river with 
the Erie canal ; it leaves the latter at Rome, and follows thence up 
the valley of Use Mohawk, and crosses the dividing ridge between 
the waters of die same and the Black river in the town of Boonville. 
Parts of the Utica and Schenectady, and Utica and Syracuse rail- 
roads, are in this county. The county buildings are located at Whites- 
borough, Utica, and Rome. The county is divided into 25 towns and 
the city of Utica : 

Annsville, Floyd, 

Augusta, Kirkland, 

Boonville, Lee, 

Bridge water, Marcy, 

Camden, Marshall, 

Deerfield, New Hartford, 

Florence, Paris, 

Utica city comprehends the former town and village of that name, 
taken from Whitestown in 1817. It was incorporated a city in 1832, 
and divided into four wards. Rs population in 1830, was 8,323 ; in 
1850, 17,742. The land on which the city is situated is a rich allu- 
vion, rising gently from the south side of the Mohawk river, and was 
formerly covered with a gigantic growth of forest trees. It is quite a 
central point for roads, canals, &c, to various parts of the state. 
Distance from Albany 9S miles, from New 7 York 241, from Buffalo 
203, from Rochester 140, from Oswego 76, from Sacketts Harboi 
94, from Ithaca 96, and from Ogdcnsburg 145 miles. It contains 
14 churches — 3 Presbyterian, 2 Methodist, 2 Baptist, ] Episcopal, 1 
Dutch Reformed, 1 Welsh Presbyterian, 1 Catholic, 1 Friends, 1 
Bethel, and 1 Universal! st. There are three banks, with an aggre- 
gate capital of one million and a half of dollars. The buildings are 
generally very good, the stories large and splendid. There are nine 
periodical publications, including newspapers, 4 academies or high 
schools, and numerous moral, religious, benevolent, and scientific as- 
sociations. 

The Schenectady and Utica Rtilrorid was first opened on Monday, 
25th of July, 1836. The first train of cars, drawn by a locomotive, 
ran the whole distance twice that day. This road was constructed in 
twenty-two months, at an expense of one and one half millions of dol- 
lars, or $20,000 per mile ; distance 77 miles. 

The first bu tiding erected within the limits of Utica was a mud fort, 
constructed during the old French war. It was situated between 
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Main-street and the banks of the river, a little eastward of Second- 
street, and named Fort. Schuyler, in honor of Col. Schuyler, an 
uncle of Gen. Philip Schuyler of the revolution. 

" The settlement of Utica commenced at an early period, but was 
not prosecuted with the vigor that the neighboring settlements were. 
Whitestown was regarded as the great central point of the whole 
region up to the years 1793 or 1794. At this period quite a village 
had grown up there, while Utica, or old Fort Schuyler, as its site 
was then called, could boast of but three houses. About this time 
the public attention was directed to Rome, as the probable future me- 
tropolis of the state. Its local position favored the idea, It occupied 
the portage or carrying place between the Mohawk and Wood creek, 
which, discharging through Oneida lake into Lake Ontario, formed a 
channel of communication between the Hudson and the whole chain 
of western lakes. The connecting the two streams by a navigable 
canal, which was projected at a very early day, and was accomplished 
by the Western Inland Lock Navigation Company, which was char- 
tered in 1792, encouraged the belief, that that site must become the 
focus of the business of the country. And for several years the 

f-owth of Rome warranted the expectation. The location of the 
eneca turnpike road first operated to change the current of business 
and divert it to this location. This event took place in the year 1800, 
and the crossing of the river at this point rendered it immediately im- 
portant as a place of deposite and of trade. A. steady and healthful 
growth ensued, and the aid and influence of enlightened and enter- 
prising men in the various walks of life, contributed very shortly to 
render it the leading place of business in the neighborhood. Its pres- 
ent name was given to it in 1798, when it was incorporated as a vil- 
lage, and it has since then continued its; municipal capacity until the 
present day. 

The first church gathered in this city was organized under 
the care of the Rev. Bethuel Dodd, as a branch of the church at 
Whitestown, in the year 1794. The style of the corporation was — 
"The United Presbyterian Societies of Whitestown and old Fort 
Schuyler." Previous to that time, although the people of Whitestown 
had employed a clergyman, the Rev. Dv, Uillyer, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned, they had not settled a pastor. Mr, Dodd was or- 
dained pastor of the United Societies. The union of the two 
churches continued for more than twenty years, under the pastorates 
of Mr, Dodd and his successor, the Rev. Dr. Carnahan. They were 
the first Presbyterian churches organized west of the city of Albany, 
those at Clinton and New Hartford being Congregational in their forms 
of government. The Episcopal church in tins city was gathered in 
1798, and its present church edifice erected in 1803." — Traa/s Lec- 
tures. 

Rome, one of the -shire towns of Oneida county, was incorporated 
in 1796. The village of Rome, occupying the site of old Fort Stan- 
wix, was incorporated in 1819. The two first while families who lo- 
cated themselves at this spot, were those of two men from German Flats, 
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named Roof and Brodock, who settled at the landing place on the 
Mohawk in the vicinity of Fort Stanwix, to gain a livelihood by 
assisting in the transportation of goods destined for the Indian trade, 
across the carrying place from the river to Wood creek. They held 
no title to their lands, hut occupied them under a contract for their 
purchase from Oliver Delancy, one of the proprietors of the Oriskany 

Eatent, who was afterward attainted of treason. This little outpost, 
owever, was broken up during the revolutionary war. The first 
regular settlement of Home was by emigrants from the Mew England 
states. 




Southern view of Rome. 

The above is a southern view of part of the village as viewed from 
the railroad track. The building seen on the right having four chim- 
neys is but a few yards distant from the centra.! part of the fortifica- 
tions of the old fort, the cellar of which is still to be seen. The 
Black river canal passes a few rods this side of the buildings seen in 
the engraving; the Erie canal is about half a mile westward of the 
village. Mohawk river and Wood creek, at this place, approach 
within a mile of each other ; in 1797, a canal was completed between 
the two streams, thus connecting the waters of the Mohawk with 
those of Lake Ontario. The village consists of upwards of 300 
dwellings, 2 Presbyterian, 2 Baptist, 1 Episcopal, and 1 Methodist 
church, an academy incorporated in 1835, a bank, printing office 
and a number of select schools. The United States arsenal ana 
barracks, sufficient for a regiment, were erected here in 1813, under 
the direction of Mai. James Dalliba. Home is situated on the sum- 
mit level between the ocean and Lake Ontario, four hundred and 
thirty-five feet above tide at Albany; lat. 43° 12'; long. 1° 27' W. 
from New York. Distant from Albanv 110, from Utiea 15 miles. 
Pop. 7,920. 

Fort Stanwix, named from Gen. Stanwix, was originally erected 
in the year 175$, during the French war. It occupied a position 
commanding llie carrying place between the navigable waters of the 
Mohawk and Wood creek, and was regarded as the key to the com- 



HostedbyGoOgk 



230 ONEIDA COUNTY. 

muni cation between Canada and. the sct.1 lem cuts on the Mohawk. 
"It was originally a square fori, having four bastions surmounted by 
a broad and deep ditch, with a covert way and glacis. In the centre 
of the ditch a row of perpendicular pickets was planted, and another 
horizontal row fixed around the ramparts. Hut although the princi- 
pal fortress had been erected at the enormous expense for those times 
of #266,400, yet at the commencement of the revolutionary war the 
whole was in ruins. On the incursion of Burgoyne from Montreal 
towards Albany, a. detachment of the invading forces, under the com- 
mand of Col. St. Leger, consisting ol' aOO British troops, a regiment 
of loyalists, and a large body of Indians under Brant, the great cap- 
tain of the Six Nations, went up the St. Lawrence, then to Oswego, 
and from thence to Fort Stanwix. From this point it was intended 
to pass down the Mohawk and join the forces of Burgoyne at Albany. 
Gen. Schuyler, who had the command of the northwestern frontier, 
sent Col. Dayton to repair the works at Fort Stanwix. He seems to 
have done little towards effecting this object; he however thought 
proper to change its name to Fort Schuyler, which name it retained 
during the war. Gen. Peter Gansevoort was afterward sent to 
supply his place. On the 3d of August, Col. St. Leger arrived be- 
fore the fort with his whole force, consisting of a motley collection 
of British regulars, Hessians. Tories, and about one thousand Indians. 
The garrison, under Col. Gansevoort, consisted of about 750 men. 
Soon after his arrival, St. Leger sent a flag into the fort with a mani- 
festo, advising submission to the mercy of the king, and denouncing 
severe vengeance against those who should continue in their ' unnatu- 
ral rebellion.' This manifesto produced no effect on the brave garri- 
son, who had determined to defend the fortress to the last extremity. 
At the time of the battle of Oriskany. [sec Whitestown.] when Gen. 
Herkimer was advancing to the relief of the fort, a diversion was 
made in his favor, by a sortie of 2f>0 men, under the command of 
Col. Willct. Such was the impetuosity of Willet's movements, that 
Sir John Johnson and his regiment, who lay near the fort with his 
Indian allies, sought safety in flight. The amount of spoil found in 
the enemy's camp was so great that Willet sent hastily for wagons 
to convey it away. The spoil thus captured, twenty wagon loads, 
consisted of camp equipage, clothing, blankets, stores, &c, five 
British standards, and the baggage and papers of most, of the officers. 
For this brilliant exploit, congress directed that. Col. Willet should be 
presented with an elegant sword in the name of the United States. 

The siege of the fort still continued, and the situation of the garri- 
son, though not desperate, began to be somewhat critical. Col. Wil- 
let and Maj. Stockwell readily undertook the hazardous mission of 
passing through the enemy's tines to arouse their countrymen to their 
relief. After creeping on their hands and knees through the enemy's 
encampment, and adopting various arts uf concealment, they pursued 
their way through swamps' and pathless woods, until they arrived 
safely at German Flats, and from thence to the head-quarters of 
Gen. Schuyler, then commanding the American army at Stillwater 
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Gen. Arnold was minimi in toly despatched with a body of troops to the 
relief of Col. Gansevoort.* As ho whs advancing up the Mohawk, 
he captured a tory by the name of Hon-yost Schuyler, who being a 
spy, was condemned l.o deat.li. Hon-yost " was one of the coarsest 
and most ignorant men in the valley, appearing scarce half removed 
from idiocy; and yet there was no email share of shrewdness in his 
character." lie was promised his lilc it' lie would go to the enemy, 
particularly the Indians, and alarm them by announcing that a large 
army of the Americans was in full march to destroy them, &c. Hon- 
yost being acquainted with many of the Indians, gladly accepted the 
offer; one of his brothers was detained as a hostage lor his fidelity, 
and was to be hung if he proved treacherous. A friendly Oneida 
Indian was let into the secret, and cheerfully embarked in the design. 
Upon Hon-yosl's arrival, he told a lamentable story of his being 
taken by Arnold, and of his escape from being hanged. He showed 
them also several shot-holes in his eoa.t, which he said were made by 
bullets fired at him when making his escape. Knowing the character 
of the Indians, he communicated his intelligence to them in a mysteri- 
ous and imposing manner. When asked the number of men which Ar- 
nold had, he shook his head mysteriously and pointed upward to the 
leaves of the trees. These reports spread rapidly through the camps. 
Meantime the friendly Oneida arrived with a belt and confirmed what 
Hon-yost had said, hinting that a bird had brought him intelligence 
of great moment. On his way to the camp of the besiegers he had 
fallen in with two or three Indians of his acquaintance, who readily 
engaged in furthering his design. These sagacious fellows dropped 
into the camp as if by accident : they spoke of warriors in great num- 
bers rapidly advancing against them. The Americans, it was stated, 
did not wish to injure the Indians, but if they continued with the 

*A short lime previous to 'lie hivc?lmcni ..if the fbrticss die foiluwiny siri^nlriv incident 
occurred.—" Capt. Grei; wen- wild uvo of his soidiors in:.i> the woods a shorl distance to 
shoot pigeons i a nsriy of Initiate -I irlc-J - iddenly fn™ c meealnu :i: it; tlio bushes, shot 
them all down, tomahawked and scalped them, and h -i i thi m for dead. The captain, after 
some time revived, mm perceiving his men were killed, himself n bbed of his scalp, and 
suflerinir f«:reme agony from his numerous wo.nids, mude an ctibrr to move and lay hia 
bleedini; head yn one uf tin: dead bodies, e.vpcci!!);: soon !o e.vpire. A fai'ltful dog who 
accompanied him manifested grcal agitation, anil i:i the tcudere.-i manner lieked his 
wounds, which nri'.irdcd him great rciii.f from e.vqnisire distress. I'll-, then directed the dog, 
as if a human hein/r, to gn in search uf some person 10 coon to his relief. The animal, 
with every appearance' of au.viely, run nbou; :i mile, when in; mei wch two men fishing in 
the river, and endeavored i:i Iho mosl movin;; maimer., by wlui: : .]ig and piteous erics, m 
prevail mi them to foliow him into list: woucs. Sv.ruck with [':•■ sLnguh.r conduct of ihe dog, 
they were induced to follow him part of the way, but feariue; some decoy, or danger, they 
were about to return, v;h< n ike dog, fixing his eves on ::.cr:i. renewed his entreaties by his 
cries, and taking hold uf their oiomes with his tec'h, prevailed on tie in to follow him to the 
fatal spot. Such was ibe remarkable fidelity iliiJ sagacity of ibis animal. Gapt. Greg was 
immediately earned ro the fort, where bis wounds wire crossed; he was afterword re. 
moved to our hospital, and pot under my care. He was a rnosr frightful spectacle, the 
whole of his scalp was removed ; in (wo piaces on the fore, pan nf bis head, the tomahawk 
hod penetrated ti.ro'.iLili die skull ; there was a wound 0:1 his hack whh the sumo insan. 
ment, besides a wound in his side and another through his arm by a musket hall. This 
mi for tun ate man, after 'idlcri::;: extremely fur a io-ia: rimo, 'inally recovered, and appeared, 
to lie well satisfied in having bis scalp rosailod to him, though ;;nccvered with hair."— 
Thacha-'s jSIil'dary Jomnat. 
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British they must all share one common fate. The Indians were 
thoroughly alarmed, and determined on an immediate flight, being al- 
ready disgusted with the British service. Col. St. Leger exhorted, 
argued, and made enticing "Iters to the Indians to remain, but all in 
vain. He attempted to get them drunk, but they refused to drink. 
When he found t'lem determined to go, he urged them to move in the 
rear of his army ; but they charged him with a design to sacrifice them 
to his safety. In a mixture of rage and despair, he broke up his en- 
campment with such liable, that ho left bis tents, cannon, and stores to 
the besieged. The friendly Oneida accompanied the flying army, and 
being naturally a. wag, he engaged his companions who were in the se- 
cret, to repeat at proper intervals the cry, " They are coming ! they 
are coming .'" This appalling cry quickened the flight of the fugitives 
wherever it was heard. The soldiers threw away their packs ; and 
the commanders took care not to be; in the roar. After much fatigue 
and mortification, they finally reached Oneida Lake ; and there proba- 
bly, for the first time, fell: secure from the pursuit of their enemies. 
From this place St. Leger hastened with his scattered forces back to 
Oswego, and thence to Montreal. 

Hon-yosl, after accompanying the flying army as far as the estuary 
of Wood creek, left them and returned to .Fort Schuyler, and gave 
the first information to Colonel Gansevoorl of the approach of Arnold. 
From thence he proceeded to German 'Flats, and on presenting him- 
self at Fort Dayton his brother was discharged. He soon after rejoin- 
ed the British standard, attaching himself to the forces under Sir John 
Johnson. 

Whitestown was organized in 1788. It lies on the west side of 
the Mohawk, having an undulaling surface with broad and fertile val- 
leys. It is drained by the Oriskany and Sa.uquoit. creeks, on which 
are numerous mills of various kinds. Oriskany, Whitesborough, and 
Yorkmiils are post villages. Wlihesborougu, the principal village, is 
near the confluence of Sadaquada or Sauquoit creek with the Mohawk, 
contains about 100 dwelling-houses, 2 cluirelies, an academy, and the 
Oneida Institute. Distant 100 miles from Albany ; 4 from tftica, and 
II from Rome. Oriskany village, 7 miles from Utica, on the line of 
the canal and railroad, is a large manufacturing village containing 
about 200 dwellings. Oriskany Falls village, 20 .miles from Utica, on 
the line of the Chenango canal, contains about (SO dwellings. 

The following is a SW. view of the Oneida Institute, as seen from 
the Erie canal, which passes a short distance from these buildings. 
The "Oneida Institute of Science and Industry,'" was founded in 1827; 
incorporated in 1829. "The design of tins Seminary is to furnish 
means to obviate the evils resulting to students from the usual appli- 
cation to a course of professional study, and the attendant depriva- 
tion of bodily exercise. The plan that the Seminary has established 
to effect this, is to blend productive manual labor with the course of 
study. Three hours labor per day is required, of each student in the 
young men's department, and somewhat less of each in the juvenile 
department. The farm consists of the flat on the left bank of the 
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Southwest view of Oneida Institute, Whitestown. 

Sauquolt, and contains 114 acres. The chief building upon it when 
purchased, was a largo two story wood house to which a wing has 
been appended, and which is now occupied by the juvenile depart, 
ment. The other principal buildings, which are all of wood, with 
stone basements, are as follows: two of 62 by 32 feet, and one 48 
by 48 feet, all of three stories, including the basements. The latter 
includes the chapel, with seats for 250 persons. The library con- 
tains upwards of 1,000 volumes ; and in the reading-room are files 
of newspapers from various parts of the United States. The ex- 
pense for instruction, room rent, fuel, and contingences per year, $28, 
board at $1,05 per week, $54,(10 per year. Total $82,60. 

Immediately alter the revolutionary war, Hugh White, a native of 
Middle-town, Conn., Zephaniah Piatt, Ezra L'Honnuedleu, and Me- 
lancthon Smith, became joint proprietors of Sudaquada Patent. It 
was agreed among the proprietors, that, they should meet on the land 
in the summer of 1784, and make a survey and partition of it. Judge 
White, having determined to make this place his home, he accord- 
ingly, in the month of May in that year, lei't. bis native place, accom- 
panied by his four sous, ail of whom bad arrived at manhood, a 
daughter, and daughter-in-law. The party sailed to Albany, there 
crossed the carrying place to Schenectady, and procuring a batteau, 
ascended the Mohawk, and arrived in June at the mouth of the Sau- 
quoit creek. They there erected a shanty lor their temporary accom- 
modation, while surveying and dividing ihc lands. Upon obtaining the 
partition Judge White proceeded to the erection of a log house: the 
site fixed upon was upon the b.'ink which tonus the eastern boundary 
of the village green in Wlutesbo rough, jusl on the right of the Indian 
path which led from old Fort Schuyler to Fort Stanwix. He re- 
mained at this house with his sons until winter, cutting away the 
forest and making preparations for the ensuing season. In January, 
he returned to Cnnn.cct.icnt, and brought his wife and the remainder 
of his family. Four years after this, he erected the house still standing 
on the southeastern corner of die village green of which the annexed 
is a representation. He continued to occupy it until a year or two 
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Erevious to his death, when he removed to the dwelling owned by 
im upon the hill, where ho died April 16th, .1812. At the organiza- 
tion of Herkimer county, he was appointed a. judge, and afterward 
performed the duties of the .same ofliee in Oneida county. 

For the first two years of Judye White's residence at Whitesbo- 
rough,the nearest mill was situated n.t Palatine, a distance of about forty 
miles. This distance was traversed by an Indian path impassable to 
a wheel-carria.ge. The want of animal food induced the first settlers 
to salt down a barrel or two of the breasts of pigeons, which they sepa- 
rated from the remainder of these; birds, which were here caught in great 
numbers. In the year 1786, the settlement of Whit.estowm had so tar in- 
creased, that, its inhabitants Tunned a religious society, and employed 
as a minister the Rev. Dr. Hillyur, of Orange, i\'ew .Jersey, and or- 

fanized the first Presbyterian church formed in the state west of Al- 
any. In 1788, when Whilcsl.own was organized, its limits were 
laid ofT by a line crossing the Mohawk at a small log cabin which 
stood upon the site occupied by the railroad depot in Utica, and run- 
ning north and south to the boundaries of the state, and comprehend- 
ing all the state lying westward— a territory which at present is 
inhabited by more than a million of inhabitants. The first town 
meeting was held in a barn owned by Aeedham Maynard, Esq., on 
the road leading from W lutes bora ugh to Middle Settlement. 

For a number of years after Judge White's arrival quite a number 
of the Oneida Indians resided in his vicinity. The following interest- 
ing incident, which took place during this period, is copied from 
Tracy's Lectures. 

" An old chid, mimed Una Yrvry, who, d.;ri:i2 ihe war, had acted v.-iiji ihi; royal party, 
and now resided a' Oriakany in si his wizwaiu whir?, sloed mi iiiin slui 1 of the creek, just 
back of tlie house, i;:iii] recendy, ti-i-t.::.] i : i.'ij by Mr. Cliis.-h-s GriMi, one day called at Judge 

White's wish hip wife and a niulii'm w;>: i wh.> ": n: ! = :-i i ■-: s -rl :o iiim, and wdio acted as his 

interpreter. AlVr f..i:r,vr=is:s v.-itt; ■-.im a -in!. 1 wbilr, die l:.:'i id;eu him— Are you my 

friend '■' Yi-n, siiii iie. Weil, rh'.'.'., said dv l;'din-i, (io vo-.i be i:-.v.:i I i;in yiinv IVin-nd 7 
Yes, Han Yerry. replied he ; I '.relieve you aro. The Indian then rejoined — Well, if yen 
are my friend, end vim lielieve I run your friend, J. will fell yen whul I waul, unit ttien I 
shall know whelher yon. ■•neak irne word:?. And wdiat i,< ii liioi you wain ? said Mr. Whim. 
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The Indian then pointed to a tide iTHiitichiid, (he daughter of one of his Bona, then be. 
tween two ami due-e. years old, and suit:, — '.Yty siiiini' v.-unis to lake this pappoose home 
with us to stay one siijLrli', and hi-inr; her home <n. morrow : if yon nrs ray friend, you will 

now show me. The leches uf -In: grandfather hi. once v.prose In his bosom, and the 
child's mother Eta rice, ivrh horror and alarm ai 'lie iho'.rjh- oi' intrusliuj/ hoi darling' prat, 
tler with the rude tenants of the forest. The question was full of interest. On the one 
hand, Ihe necessity of p aria;; unlimited eonrleeaoe in i:.o savasje, and intrusting the wet. 
fare and the life oi' hit jjTi.ndchihl (villi liim ; on iho oihor, ihe ccriiiiri enmity of a man of 
influence and consequence, in his nation, ami one who h:ui been ihe open enemy of his 
countrymen in their reoent alrngfde. But ho made iln- decision with a sagacity that 
showed that he priipcrly estimated tin- chaiiie.scr oi" the p, tsiin he was dealing with. Ha 
faelieyed that by plncinij :ni;>!ich oon[',o(::n'.i: in alio. In- -Iniiili.l cmniuiiud iiie sense of honor 
which seems peer. liar to die uiicauiaiuiiia'ed Uii.iiiiii. lie laid him 10 lake ihe child ; and 
as the mother, scarcely sniHar.ig it to be pared from her, relinquished it into the hands of 
the old man's wife, he sooth. :1 her fears \y[-\: his a-tunuici >: of coni;ti'.:-j.'e in their promises. 
That night, howeyer, was a. long one ; and during the whale of me next morning many arid 
often were the anxious glances eas up ihe pathway leaning i'roi:i (JriAauy, if possible to 
discover the Indians and their lillle charge, 'tpon their re Lain to lis home. But no Indiana 
came in sight. It at length became high noon: ill a mcther's fears wc;e aroused: Bhe 
could scarcely be restrained from rushing in pursuit of her loved one. But her father re. 
presented to her the gross indignity (vliich a suspicion of ihe:r intentions would arouse in 
the breast of the chief; ami half iiairie iliough she was, she was restrained. The after. 
noon slowly wore away, and still nothing was seen of iior child, The sur| had nearly 
reached the horizon, and die mother's hear- had swollen bt:yot;d lijiiiier endurance, when 
the terms of the friendly chief and his wife, bearing upon her shoulders their little visiter, 
greeted its mother's vision. Tin: dress which rim child had worn from home had been re- 
moved, and in its place iis in than friends had snbs'.Uated a eompicte suit of Indian gar- 
ments, so as completely to metamorphose ii. into a little squaw- T» a sequel of this adven. 
ture was the esi.no!ish:uc:i; of a nu.st ardeui a.1 inch men- an J Legaru on the part of the In. 
than and his friends for the white settlers. The child, now Mrs. Eells of Missouri, the 
widow of ihe late Nathaniel l.lells of VVI.P.es'joio, s-.i : rv mem hers -■■?:!■-, incidents occurring 
on the night of her stay in the wigivani, and iiie kiudrfess of her Inriian hostess." 

Oriskany villain is about 'J miles XE. from Whitesborough, at the 
confluence of Oriskany creek with the Mohawk: it has about l!0 
dwellings, a number of mills, and 2 woollen lactones, viz. the Oris- 
kany, first incorporated in 1804, and the Dexter. The Erie canal 
and the railroad between Utica and Syracuse pass through this vil- 
lage. The battle of Oriskany, in which Gen. Herkimer received a 
mortal wound, was fought about two miles in a western direction 
from the village. 

On the advance of the British forces under Lieut. Col. St. Leger 
to the siege of Fort Schuyler, (St.imwix,) at Rome, General Herkimer 
summoned the militia of Tryon county to the field to march to the 
succor of the garrison. On the 5th of Aug., 1777, he arrived near 
Oriskany with a body of upwards of 8(1(1 men, all eager to meet the 
enemy. On the morning of the 6th of August, Gen. Herkimer de- 
termined to halt till he had received reinforcements, or at least until 
the signal of a sortie should he received from the fort. His officers, 
however, were eager to press forward ; high words ensued : during 
which his two colonels and other oiticers denounced their commander 
to his face as a tory and a coward. " The brave old man calmly 
replied that he considered himself placed over them as a father, and 
that it was not his wish to lead them into any difficulty from which 
he could not extricate them. Burning as they now seemed to meet 
the enemy, he told them roundly that they would run at his first ap- 
pearance. But his remonstrances were unavailing. Their clamor 



Hosted byG00gk 



23)> ONEIDA COUNTY. 

increased, and their reproaches were repeated, until, stung by impu- 
tations of cowardice and a want of fidelity to the cause, and some- 
what irritated withal, the general immediately gave the order — ■ 
'march on!' The words were no sooner heard than the troops gave 
a shout, and moved, or rather rushed forward." Col. St. Legcr 
having heard of the advance of Gen. Herkimer, determined to attack 
him in an ambuscade. The spot chosen favored the design. There 
was a deep ravine crossing the path which Herkimer was traversing, 
"sweeping towards the cast in a semi-circular form, and bearing a 
northern and southern direction. The hotl.om of this ravine was 
marshy, and the road crossed it by means of a causeway. The 

f round, thus partly enclosed by the ravine, was elevated and level, 
'he ambuscade was laid upon the high ground west of the ravine." 
TheBritish troops, with a largo body of Indians under Brant, disposed 
themselves in a circle, leaving only a narrow segment open for the 
admission of Herkimer's troops. Unconscious of the presence of the 
enemy, Gen. Herkimer with his whole force, with the exception of 
the rear-guard, found themselves encompassed at the onset — the 
foe closing up the gap on their first fire. Those on the outside fled 
as their commander had predicted ; (hose within the circle were 
thrown into disorder by the sudden find murderous fire now poured 
in upon them on all sides. Gen. Herkimer fell wounded in the early 
part of the action, and was placed on his saddle against the trunk of 
a tree for his support, and thus continued to order the battle. The 
action having lasted more than half an hour, in great disorder, Her- 
kimer's men formed themselves into circles to repel the attacks of the 
enemy, who were now closing in upon thorn from all sides. From 
this moment their resistance was more effective. The firing in a 
great measure ceased ; and the conflict was carried on with knives, 
bayonets, and the butt-ends of muskets. A heavy shower of rain 
now arrested the work of death ; the storm raged for an hour, and 
the enemy retired among the trees, at a respectful distance, having 
suffered severely, notwithstanding the advantages in their favor. 
During this suspension of the conflict, Gen. Herkimer's men. by his 
direction, formed themselves into a circle and awaited the movements 
of the enemy. In the early part of the battle, whenever a gun was 
fired by a militiaman from behind a. tree, an Indian rushed up and 
tomahawked him before he could reload. To counteract this, two 
men were stationed, behind a. single tree, one only to fire at a time — 
the other to reserve his fire till the Indian ran up as before The fight 
was soon renewed, but by this new arrangement the Indians suffered 
so severely that they began to give way. A reinforcement of the 
enemy now came up, called Johnson's Greens. These men were 
mostly royalist, who having fled from Try on county, now returned 
in arms against their former neighbors. Many of the militia and the 
Greens knew each other, and as soon as- they advanced near enough 
for recognition, mutual feelings of hate and revenge raged in their 
bosoms. The militia fired upon them as they advanced, and then 
springing like tigers from their covers, attacked them with their bay- 
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onets and butts of their muskets ; or both parties in closer contact 
throttled each other and drew their knives — a tabbing, and sometimes 
literally dying in each others embrace." 

This murderous conflict did not continue long: the Indians seeing 
with what resolution the militia continued, the fight, and finding their 
own numbers greatly diminished, now raised the retreating cry of 
" Oonak !" and fled in every direction under the shouts of the surviv- 
ing militia, and a shower of bullets. A firing was heard in the dis- 
tance from the fort: the Greens and Hungers now deemed that their 
presence was necessary elsewhere, and retreated precipitately, leav- 
ing the victorious militia of Tryon county masters of the field. — 
" Thus ended," (says Col. Stone in bis Life of Brant,) " one of the 
severest, and, for the numbers engaged, one \A' the most bloody bat- 
tles of the revolutionary war." The loss of the militia, according to 
the American account, was two hundred killed, exclusive of wounded 
and prisoners. The British claimed that four hundred of the Ameri- 
cans were killed and two hundred taken prisoners. "The loss of 
the enemy was equally if not more severe, than that of the Ameri- 
cans." Gen. Herkimer, though wounded in the onset, bore himself 
during the six hours of conflict, under the most trying circumstances, 
with a degree of fortitude and composure worthy of admiration. 
"At one time during the battle, while sitting upon his saddle, raised 
upon a little hillock, being advised to select a less exposed situation, 
he replied — ' I will face the enemy.' Thus surrounded by a few men, 
he continued to issue his orders with firmness. In this situation, and 
in the heat of the onslaught, lie deliberately took his tinder box from 
his pocket, lit his pipe, and smoked with great composure." After 
the battle was over, he was removed from the field on a litter, and 
was conveyed to his house, below the Little Falls on the Mohawk. 

The following inscriptions arc copied from monuments in the 
Whites bo rough grave-yard. 

" Here sleep ihe vnm-iu] miliums o\ Hujk H7o(«, who was bom !im February, 1733, al 
Middle town, Comiooijour, and died J (5th April, IfclSJ. In the vftiiv 1784, lie removed to 
Keduffiiquiile, now WiiiscsboruujjJi : where lie was die tirs: whim iuhabiiiiul in the state of 
New York west of iho Germ an sovlers on I he Mohawk. He wad distinguished i'ur enorgy 
and decision of charack'r ; ami may j isiiy bo iea-atded us Pnirun-r'n who led the children 
of New Ensliind in'u die wi'doi-noss. .As a. ma;.is:sii'.e. n oiiiioii, and a man, his character 
for truth and inte,<>ri:y was provurbiul, Tiiis ::.:n::.:.. mon miem is loured and nisoribed by 
lln: atlecatmnio riurljii-:- of hi? joys and hi.s sorrows, May 15, IS26." 

" To the memory <A (ho Rev. Beihue! D:;:bl, iirsi pastor oi ihc United Presbyterian So. 
eiety of Wh'Cestown and Utioa. Dorn I7«7, died IfiiU; and <o" Sarah Ins wife, horn 1768, 
died 1838. In the veav 1791, they e-nisraioil from O/anrre, New Jersey, to litis village. 
>lr. JJydd assisted, in fnrmiiisr die iirsc I'k soy toririn chinch west of Albany, and spent the 
remainder of a short but useful cutter in the ti[) , .r..il.li:i.; of '.his lutineh of his Master's 
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Distant view of Hamilton College, Kirkland. 

Clinton, the principal settlement in the town of Kirkland, is 9 miles 
from TJtica, on the Chenango canal. The village consists of about 50 
dwellings, 1 Congregational, 1 Baptist, and I Universalis! church, 3 
academies, and 2 semimmes for femaies. The annexed engraving 
shows the appearance of the Hamilton collide buildings as seen from 
the canal in Clinton village, about, one mile and a halt distant, beauti- 
fully situated on a commanding eminence westward of the Oriskany 
valley, overlooking the village, having a delis;! it fill distant prospect 
The college buildings consist of three si one buildings .four stories high 
for study, lodging-rooms, a chape!, .Presidents dwelling-house, board 
ingand servants' dense, and 41 acres of hind. This institution was es 
tablished in 1812. The original cost of the college grounds and build- 
ings was about $80,000. " The college in 183-1 raised by subscription 
the sum of $50,000 ; forming a fund for the payment of the salaries 
of the officers. Win. II. Maynard, who died in Hi:pL 1832, bequeath- 
ed to it $20,000, to endow a professorship of law ; and S. N. Dexter, 
Esq., of Whitcstown, in I8;j(i, guve $i,". ; ()00 for end owing a professor- 
ship." 

The Rev. Siu.iitr;'. Kirkhtni!, from whom this iown iloriyrs lis nam! 1 , was the son of 
Rev. Mr. Kirkland, of Norwich, Cimncclieut. This [>voie.r.[ mission hit was for a time a 
member of Mr. Wheoliick's school, uinl nni-iwi.nl flunked his (.'elocution at tho college in 
New Jersey, ivii..--« ho [i-Liolaa^d in ITtiS. 'the next year, ;[~(>o.) lit; commt-iici.-ti hi? 
mission ami'ii" tin.' Oni-hlus, li-.hi.niiiL.' mid living with 1 1 1. 1 1 1 jud tink-iu-iii^ himself to them 

by his attention I elite-Is to do them [rood, I pon Hi.; bee akin g out of the revolutionary 

war. the Six N ah mis, with tho- exc'.-plion of tho Oneidas, who wire mostly midor the in- 
fluence of Mr. Kiikiani!, joined the British cause. Tho i'lfosline war which now look 
piace force!] Mr. Kirkli-ntl to rraiovf hid hi.itiily t'rnm this ri-inon, tint ho himself continued 
his ialmrs urmjiiir (ho Oni-irlas ri-i imjiuiluiiiOes olli-n-d, tiud i..y hi; hirhicnee a firm friend- 
Hhiji whs iiininluiii'T.; between t'ifiii urn! Iho Americans, liming it portion of the war ho 
oilie;nn;d ;is chaplain lo the American forces h Ihe viekiily ; he also accompanied the ex- 
pedition of (it-ii. Sullivan, in 11 111, through the we-ter:i pidt of the state. 

After the conclusion of the war, the state of New York, in con- 
sideration of his valuable services during the revolution, granted to 
him the lands lying in the town of Kirkland, known as Kirkland' s 
patent, upon a portion of which, ITh mi I ton College stands. To these 
lands he removed his family in 1792, and fixed his residence near the 



Hosted byG00gk 



ONEIDA COUNTY. 239 

village of Clinton, where be continued till his death, March 2Sth, 
1808, in the sixty -seventh year of his age. The labor? of Mr. Kirk- 
land among the Oneidas, wen: in many instances attended with hap- 
py consequences ; a large portion of the nation ultimately professed 
to believe in the Christian religion, and many of them appeared de- 
voted Christians, among whom was the venerable chief Skenandoa. 
About the year 1791, Mr. Kirkland conceived the project of estab- 
lishing a seminary which should be accessible to the Indian youth 
as well as the whites. Through his exertions a charter of incorpo- 
ration was obtained for the- institution in 1793, under the name of 
"Hamilton Oneida Academy." In 1794 a building was erected, 
which for many years afterward continued to be known as Oneida 
Halt, till the seminary was raised to the rank of a college, with the 
style of Hamilton college. Mr. Kirkland was a generous benefactor 
of this institution, and expended much of his time and means in pro- 
moting its interests. 

The following account of the death of Skenandoa, the Oneida 
chief, and the "white man's friend," was published in the Utica Pa- 
triot, March 19th, 1816. In a few particulars it is abridged. 

11 Died at his residence, near Oneida Cas'lc. on Manila y, 1 1 ill iust., Wke nandoa, the eel. 
oriratcd Onoidn chief, aged 1H> years : well known iit die wars iiiiich occurred while we 

were UvilisSi coLonjis, and in the c tent which issueo in our independence, us the undevi- 

ating friend of the people of die United S:a:es. He, was very savage und addicted 10 
drunkenness* m tiifi vnuth, liuL bv his liivil l'f iloi lii r.i and the liencvolcnl iiisiruclkm of the 
late Rev. Mr. Kirklinid, missionary tu Ins trilic, he lived a reformed man for more than 
sixty years, and died in Christian Slope. 1'rorn aaachtnent ai Mr. Kirkland he had always 
expressed a strong desire to be buried near his minister and linker. that lie might {to use 
his own expression,; ' Go up ivit/t hint at tin-. ¥ru;t ■rr./tiirrei-Sirm.' At the approach of death, 
after listening to the prayers which were load at. his kod-'lde liy liin great-granddaughter, 
he again repearrcd the ret]. -est. Accordingly, Ir.o family of Mr. Kirklimd having received 
informal ion by a rumicr that .Skenandoa was ckad, in couipliriticc wilh a previous premise, 
sen- assistance to the Indians thai toe corpse migh< ho earned 10 -he ullage of Clinton for 
burial. Divine service was attended at ike meeting-house in Ckn'oii on Wednesday at 3 
o'clock, P. M. An address was made :o the Indian- liv die Kov, Dr. liackus, Pvesidenl of 
Hamilton college, which was iuternrelod by Judge Doane, of Westmoreland. Prayer was 
then offered and appropriate psalms sung, After eerviee, the concourse which had assem. 
bled from respect. M 'he deccasco chief, or (Voiu the HifuTLi'.aiity of the occasion, moved to 
the grave in the following order :— 

Studeias of riamilion College, 

CORPSE, 

Indiana, 

Mrs. Kirkland and family, 

Judge Deane,— Rev. Dr. Norton— Rev. Mr. Ayre, 

Officers of Hamilton College, 

Gil /ens. 

"Afar interment, Ike only surviving son f:C Ike c'. o,--;:.r.:], ;■■,■'.['. e-.v ■!, roamed lliatlks. 

through Judge Deane as interpreter, to the people; ior die lesnoei shown to his father on 

die occasion, and to Mrs. Kirkland anil famky for !r.cir kititl an,-' iiientlly attention. 

" Skcuandon's person was tall, well made, and rohus:. His eounlenance was Intelligent, 

"I'll the year 1755 Skenandoa was present at « Ireaiy made in Albany. At night he 
was excessively drunk, rt nil in die inoniinir found himself in liic- savel, snipped of all Ins 
orna.inolils and every aviiele of elolhhig. jlis pride n-v.illeti ill Iiis scll-dogiiitlution, and ho 
revoked iSir.ii he would never again deliver himscif over to the power of slimig ivala: 
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and dhplayei.l ;il! ihe peculiar diguby of nu Indian chief. In his youth he was a bravo and 
intrepid warrior, find in his liper years one u)' die nobles: counsellors among ihe North 
American tribes ; lie po.sscssee a vigorous mind, and «as alike sagacious, active, ami perse. 
vering. As (in enemy, he wlis terrible. Ay a friend find ally, lie was mild and gentle in 
his disposiliwi, ami fircfid -> his engagements. His vigilance once preserved from massa- 
cre ihe inliabilairs el' ;hf iinie so: i lenient, iir. German Fiats. In '.hi: revolutionary war his 
influence iucluccd ll'ic Oneidas to ii : .k(. up firms, in ff.vor of rTi : ■ Americans. Among the in. 
dinu-. he was distinguished by die appellation uf Ibe * white mail's friend.' 

" Although lie could spr-nk but litde Laiglish, and in his ex i it mo old ago was blind, yet 
hi; company was sought. In o.nuvcrsalion he was highly decorous ; evincing thai, ho hud 
profiled by seeing civiliiOii and polished soekty, i.nii by mingling v.-iiii good company in 
his better days. 

" To a friend who called tui hiiu a shot 'hue since, he thus expressed himself by an in . 
lerpreter: ' I ani an aged hemlock. The winds of an hundred winters have whistled 
through my branches; t am dead at the top. The Feneration to which 1 belonged have 
run away and left mo : why / live, the Great Good ^airit only knows. Pray to my Jesus 
that I may have pa lien or- to waii far my appointed time to die.' 

" Honored Chief! Hi:- prayer was aiswered ; he was chooiful and resigned to the last. 
For several year? he kept hi.- dress for the crave prepared. ("'nee and again, and again, lie 
oaine to Clinton lo die ; longing liia; his soul might be with Girls I, and his body in Ihe 
narrow house- near iiLS beloved Clirisiian tencher. While the ambitious but vulgar grsa!, 
look principally lo seulplured mouumon's mid io riches m die temple of earthly fame ; 
Skenandoa, in the spirit of the only real nobility, stood with his loins gilded, wailing the 
ooming of ihe Lord." 

The following inscriptions are copied from monuments jn the 
Hamilton Colleges grave-yard: — 

"Skensndoa. This monument is eiecicd by die iYoanier,.-.' Mismo.varv Societi", in 
testimony of their icspei:. 1 tor ihe memory of ^Ue.iandiia, who died in the peace and hope 
of the gospel, on 'be lllli oi .'late'i, 1 ri Hi : Wise, eloquent, and brave, he lung swayed 
the councils of bis tribe, whose confidence and aiii-cdon he enunci'.ily enjoyed. In the 
war which placed I hi; Cnnnrlas under the crown of Great Brllain he was actively engaged 
against the French : in thai, of ihe revolution, he cspo.i-od dial of die colonics, and ever 
afterward remained a linn friend lo the Culled States. Under the ministry of the Kev, 
Mr. Kirkland he emhrrrod ihe doctrines of the gospel, ami havma- eii'iibin-ii iheir powel in 
a long life adorned by every Chris'ian viriuc, be fell asleep in Jesus a! die advanced age of 
one hundred years." 

" H. S. E. Azcl Jjackus, STD., vir pleta-c insisnis oieni iloctriun oxciilr.i^, Kvangelh 
minister forvidus el prieclaies Collesii Ilaunhoncusi.-i fell. J.'rioscs sempet oil igciiils.sinuts 
et alumnis carhsimus. In eo, s-iimma in homines hcncvolcoija, miserieoniia. incorrupta 
fides, nudaque Veritas: coma:; superstos dolct. Et onmes .;-dbus viveos ille fiiit natus. 
Lugcui el plnran', — >l.cuioria: ] J ra;sidis dilecii.-eml el veneiiiidi, c'liaiorcs Colicgii Hand!, 
tonensis : Hoc iiv/mnuenliuu prosucmnl. — klcolosire apud Beliilem, Conn., Pastor Annos 
xxii, Coll. Ham. Praises iv.— De vita decessh Die Dee. dnodroiioeslmo, Anno Domini, 
MDCCCXVI. JEt.IJI." 

[Here lies buried, A.v.cl Bae'ois, DO,, a man of remarkable piety and learning, a zealous 
minister of the- gospel, a disdee' .l.-'c a l'ie,i.l, m i.f H;iniil*ou College ; a man of extraor- 
dinary diligence, and greally endeared lo lie- members of the insniution. In him were 
conspicuous the bigbi si benevolence lowarus ins fellow met', inieonepd'jle integrily, and 
imcomnromlsinf! truth. Ills wife survives tolamen: his lo.ss : and all who knew him mourn 
also. The corporation of Hamlhon College have en. clod this inoumuent lo die memory of 
their beloved and venerated Presldenl. He was pa, tor of the clioieii in Belblem, Conn., 
23 years, Presiden; of Hauiilioti College, i. He departed this life December 38th, AD, 
belli, aged 0.3 years.] 

11 II. H. Quod potuit mori f-ethi X irtou, A./.!., J.i.-.Loiarmn Profesfier/i in Co'degio Hnm- 
iitonensi ; Sni brevcm vi'ai earsini! I.iteris dediius cum liiagnn sindio Pi-feeeptoris Peritlssi 
mns el oarissimus eue.urrif. Jit in inediis la'iorihns ma:;lmo ■- ;i (lesifleilo sul.ii'io inorti sue 
cubuitDec. 7ih, IS 1.8, iKi.atis Anno 40. Linguainm foil Professor Annos 6. Curatnres 
Colbgii Hardl'.mensis ll'ee meenuee litem poiieiidum euraverunt." 
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The principal part of the town of 8teuben, 20 miles JS\ of Utica, 
was granted by the slate to Banm .Steuben, Cor his services during 
the revolutionary war. He resided 1ic.it, on his farm until his death. 
He was buried beneath an evergreen be had selected to overshadow 
his grave. Afterward a new road was laid over the spot, and his re- 
mains were removed lo a neighboring grove in this town, situated 
about 7 miles NW. of the Trenton Falls. 
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Grave of Baron Steuben. 
His grave is protected by a neat monument erected in 1S2H by pri- 
vate subscription, and shown in the above engraving. On it is the 
brief inscription, Major General Frederick William Augustus 
Baron de Steuben. Baron Steuben resided in a log house about a 
quarter of a mile south of Ins bi.inrd j-'bee. lie lived lliere during the 
summers and einiiviUed his farm, but in the winters resided in New 
York. The following sketch is from Allen's Biogi'ii pineal Dictionary : 

" t'st/ii-ULEt'K Willi.-.)! Baiic.n hi; Sn:niii;N, a ir.apir-sreneinl in the American army, 
was a l'mssian oi'lieor, who sena'd many year* ;;i th" iirnyes ni' Frederick the Grant, was 
one of his aids, and had heal 1 1 le rank of lf-id. trant-neneral Hi! nn-ivf-d in New Hamp- 
shire from JUar&t'illcs in Nov nil her, 1777, with stroiie reeonmieiidiilhins lo congress. Ho 
claimed no rank, urn! only reqnestc;! pirniissieii In render as n voinnli'tv what, f-urvicos he 
uonld lo the American army. He wa. bo«:i appointed to the office of inspector-general, 
Willi the ran It nf inaror-Hi.'neral. He cslnlVsUvd ,.i. nnirnrin sysk-m of niaiiij.iivrcs, and by 
his skill and [ierf.everiiiLi iniln.JI :y i [!■:::■ ■.■il, niuiii? fin; eoidiiinntice of tin; troop* at Valley 
Forge, a most important, improvement in all rank* 01 the- army. He was a volunteer in 
the action at. Monmouth, and nun mi inn lei I in ill.' Irciicin-s til Y'orkh™-i] mi the day which 
concluded (he struggle with Ureal rlril.mii. Hn died at Steuben, Yew York, November 
28, 17S5. He was ;n iic."i>i>i|,:i;:l:..'d aeri'lornim ami i: virtuous ciny.e.n, nf e.vleilsii'e know- 
ledge and sound iiiili'ini-nl. An ah.slract nl' his ■■,>'(■ in of discipline was |>;;|j"islied in 1779, 
and in 1781 he published a letter mi the subject of nn e.stahh.slied mkitia and military ar- 
rangements," 

The annexed inscription to the memory of Baron Steuben, i.uti«nn 
an elegant tablet on the wall of the German Lutheran church in the 
city of New York. 

" Sacred to the memory of FarmEnicEi William ArniTPTfs B.Mro\ Stf.tiijf.n. a Ger- 
man ; knight ill' llin order of Fidelity: aid-de-c;iin[i to Frederick the Great, king of 
Prussia; luaini-innn 'ill dial iii«p;'c.l.or- eviieinl ill 111'' rcvuinl ioiln'.y iv:ir ; esteemed, re- 
:■;■■■ ■■,:■ ■ 'ipf.Olli.1 hi V, ; I''-;.... II- ' IV: milil lily skill lillli d^elpmie W [lie (iili- 

■/fii Holdicrs, wlio, fulfil I ill k !he decides of lienven, nehieved the hi dependence of Hie 
l.'iiitcd Stall':!, Thi) iii!"ilv-p'il:.-:hcd maimer? ..f (lie barun wem canted by the inoi-,1. uobln 

31 
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fiiK.:i;i> r;i" tin' heart Ilia tin ml, Pfi'ii 
(■1'iL-iJI Ml' d'.Tli. M'iiiu mciiiiii-iitl i;- inw 
->!(t-Uf!-(.'i:ii-.:i, lln> immiiiesB to be his f 



a day for inclticin charily, closcii mil; in 1hf 
bed by an Atnariaan, who had the honor t( 
■ Ob. 1795." 




Trenton Falls, at Trenton. 

The Trenton Falls on the West Canada creek, on the east line of 
the town and county, are highly picturesque and sublime. The river 
descends in a high, narrow, and rocky dell, by a succession of cata- 
racts, the most mngnHi.ceul of wliieb arc the High Falls, 2 miles NW, 
from the village of Trenton. This cataract is one hundred and nine 
feet in height, descending by three different sheets, respectively thirty- 
seven, eleven, and forty-eight feet fall, besides a connecting slope or 
rapids between. The rocks that bind the stream below, rise perpen- 
dicularly from 100 to 130 feet, capped by evergreens of spruce, fir, 
hemlock, and sublimely finish a landscape of uncommon beauties, 
The rocks are of a dark limestone, and contain large quantities of pet- 
rified marine shells, &c. &c. These falls are much visited, being 
within two or three hours' ride from the city of Utica, and there is 
here a hotel for the accommodation of visiters. 

About one fifth of the town of Vernon belongs to the Oneida In- 
dians, forming part of their reservation, and comprising their principal 
settlements near the Oneida village on the Oneida creek, Oneida 
Castleton, 22 miles WW. from (Jtica and ] i.i from Heme, has about 25 
dwellings, and a church belonging ie the Indians, who number about 
200. On the south side of the turnpike road, at, the entrance of the 
village, is the ancient council grove of the -Six Nations, consisting of 
about 50 large white walnut-trees, si.jl.l in full vigor. Vernon, upon the 
Ska.nandoa creek, 17 miles SW. from Utica, contains an academy, a 
female seminary, and about SO dwellings. 



Hosted byG00gk 



ONONDAGA COUNTY. 

O.MXNDAC.i county was taken from Herkimer in 1794; bounds 
since altered by the formation of other counties from it. Greatest 
length N. and S. 3b, greatest breadth E, and W. 23 miles. Centrally 
distant from New York 2S0 miles, from Albany 135 miles. This 
county, though not extensive, embraces a most important portion- of 
the territory of this state. Here are the salt springs, an inexhaustible 
source of immense wealth ; beds of gypsum or plaster, of vast extent, 
hydraulic lime, and common limestone. Surface is diversified. The 
northern portion of the county is level ; the centre and southern roll- 
ing, and rising in some places into hills. The soil is generally good, 
and in some potions excellent, and under high cultivation. Large 
crops of wheat and Indian com are annually raised. Both are greatly 
aided by the use of plaster. The principal lakes are Oneida, Skane- 
ateles, Onondaga, and Otisco. The Rome summit, or long level of 
the Erie canal, 09^ miles in length, has its western extremity near 
Syracuse. The county forms part of the military tract, and settle- 
ments were first made here in the spring of 1788, while composing 
part of Whites town. Oneida county. The county is divided into 18 
towns, of which Lysander, Manlius, Marcellus, Onondaga, and Pom- 
pey were organized by general sessions in 1789 : 



Caroillus, 


Fabius, 


Onondaga, 


SpaLford, 


Cicero, 


La Fayette, 


Otisco, 


Tully, 


Clay, 

Do Witt, 


Lysander, 


Pompey, 


Van Buren, 


Manlius, 


Salina, 




Elbndgo, 


Marcellus, 


Skaneatelcs, 





The first white settler in this county was a Mr. Webster, who came 
here in 1786, and settled in Onondaga Holiow among the Indians. 
They gave him a tract of a mile square. He then opened a small 

shop, married a squaw, nod became domesticated among the savages. 
In 1788, he obtained permission of the Ononnagas for Messrs. Asa 
Danforth and Comfort Tyler to establish themselves at Onondaga 
Hollow. 

" It was in this ' hollow' 1 1 1 : if. Iho principal toivn mid eastlc of the OfniinkLOi Indians, 
ill the prouder days i.if llml inn ion, si nod ; ami l.lm poo: remains of (hat once warlike and 
himrhty member of (he Oiiaajuiscliioni, or [hi: u[ii[ihyi;t ionic lea u in- of 1 he Five Xnfinns, 
n«mWrin<r a few hundred sou:;, arc yi;l i.l'iiTiiu'r o-.ii iheir Utijenns etsienco in the same 
valley, a short distance io the sotith of the village. 1 have just mentioned. 

" 'i'lie history til' lie- Oiio:id.i^:i nation, to say nothing of iheh own ieii! ads anteeedent So 
the discovery ami sciLonicm of the f:on :i1 ry by the ■ paie face-,' is fall of interest. It was 
the central nation of the jrreiU confeiie™;y. the terro: 1 of v, ties.; arms was almost co-ex- 
tensive with the norOiern and c-Ettcrn division nf toe i. ini'iif, and whose actual domain 

at ono time extended from [he Sore], south of the yreal lakes, to the Mississippi west, 
thence east to the Saa'er. ami coastwise bao\ to the Hudson. The ijTt.at council-dre of 
the- confederacy vas in l.lie special kccoiim of the Oaomla^as. am! by them was always 
kept burning. The territory proper of the cuiifsih^i'.ev ex [railed iron, Albany to Lake 
Erie, and was called the Lxw i'lansc The Mohawks kept, tho eastern door, and the 
Seneca? 1.1 is western." 
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Salina, the sliire town, is situated on Onondaga lake, a sheet of 
water miles long, averaging 1 in width : the township consists prin- 
cipally of the lands reserved by the slate for the use of the salt 

springs on tht; borders of the lake. 




Southeastern vkno of Salina villi 



The above is a southeastern view of the village of H.uma and salt- 
works, as viewed from an elevation called Prospect. Hill, which rises 
on the eastern side of Syracuse village. The Oswego canal, which 
forms a junction wjt.lt the llrie canal at Syracuse, is seen on the left. 
The lake is seen in the distance. The central part of Salina is one 
and a half miles north of .Syracuse. It. is probable lliat the two vil- 
lages in the course of a few years, by the increase of population, will 
bo blended into one. Salina village lies upon a plain rising near the 
centre of the marsh. It contains :j churches, a bank, and SB salt man- 
ufactories. In 1S;5!1 the amount of salt inspected in tins village was 
1,283,204 bushels. The village of Liverpool is about, tf miles norlh 
of Syracuse, on the lake and Oswego canal, consisting of about 60 
dwellings ; the amount of salt inspected here in 1839, was 859,733 
bushels. Geddcs village was incorporated in 1832 ; it is pleasantly 
situated 2 miles west from Syracuse, at the head of the lake. The 
amount of salt inspected here in 1839, was 249,245 bushels. The 
amount ntspeei.ed at: Syracuse, was -172, 55S bushels. 

The annexed is a western view in the central part of Syracuse," 

■ Syracuse, is u -■ennirAiiblc in-f.iiii'c of ill? r.-.pitl.r of jiro-.i-ik of wane o!' our west cm 
village!!. Tlio folloivimr, I'mni the pen of tli,i edilo: uf Ihe _\". Y. Commercial Advertiser, 
wiiii visili-ii t:ic jmi<;r: in ViiiK and again in IS' !0, is well worthy of periisid ; — 

"It was only in (In- autumn of .1^30, the your in which the middle ami firs!- construct- 
ed section of the Erie, canal v.-ils opened fir '!iLV.«aiia:i, t-ni! year Imii-.Mu seivnnt made tho 
passage frinn Ltlioa (u this plane, in a rude iiant, alone with Mr, l''oriaun, n distance of 
sixty miles. The country at Hint. time. from Home to Salina, was wild. 'The canal pierced 
tho wilderness of Koine onlv to emerge. ii a- re hum at. Shis place. The land almost the 
entire distance ivai low, marshv, mid t:aid. The iVesIs, most, of flu; distance evergreen, 
were deep and dank ; and ike- advauc;:,;; ■■'.'! hi., hail esckev.ed liae re/don ad unlit for cul- 
tivation. Rllt the <:h.!a:ia;f for the canal ](:< in a sUTtcll e.f dayiigilt, v.-jiiivi enabled people 
to sec more distinctly. The marshes and swamps were to a considerable (stent drained 
by the canal ; ami its bauk~, insiciUi (>!' the siiaih.s of ;i. [jlooaiy forest, now for the, most. 
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Western view in the central part of Syracuse. 

Sept., 18*0. 

showing the Erie canal, the Syracuse House, and some other build- 
ings in the vicinity. This village, which now has a city-like appear- 
ance, was inoo rjxi .rated in 'IS-Jfi. contains about 7(1(1 houses, the county 
buildings, 1 Episcopal, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Methodist, and 1 Baptist 
church, a bank, and 2 newspaper establishments. The Syracuse 

part refresh liio sighi by the p;oFpce; of a wull-ifl-Llud Co amy, smiling under J Krjs hand of 
well. rewarded industry. 

" Mr. Fonnan wsia in one aonse iiifi faihcr of the cans]. Thai is, being it member of the 
legislature in 1807, ;[ think Hint was iho year, but lime, not the journals by me,) he moved 
the lira: reanlulion of inquiry upon iho sul'.jrol of opening a channel of artificial navigation 
(ran the Hudson river r:i rbo greal lakes. Ami from rha! day fail i I the completion of that 
stupendous work, hi Ib'il'i, bis (.v.tiiol;- were aureniUlmg and peo.verfii! in rhe cauae. Pass. 
iris r >* " ll( ' canal dees, close by 1'ic head of Onondaga lake, v, jlhiu the roaa of a biscuit of 
some of rho salr a prints, and within two mile- of Ihc p'iucip;d ami sicougeai fountain, i.t 
Salina, Mr. Forma:', jaw die immense advantages which rue silo of litis (dace preaenrec for 
a [own ; with The completion of ibe middle section of the caurd, iSyrnciisc was began. At 
the period of my first visit, hut a few scattered and indifferent wooden houses had been 
e.i-eei.ed, amid the slumps of die rcceui.ly felled trees. ! lodged for a ni<;ht ar a miserable 

rsvivn, dirouscd by a company of salt.boiicr.s IV ^alioa, forming a group of about as 

roiigb-iooliiiig specimens of hinururty as I had ever .seen. Their wild visages, beards illicit 
and lone;, and malted hair, even now riae up in dark, tiisiam, arid piciurosqne perspective 
before me. I pawed a rcsdess night, disk.rbcd by s'raogo fancies, aa I. ye' well remember. 
It was in October, and a flurry of snow during die urda had rende;:::l liie morning aspect 
of the country rnori: dreary than the evening before. The tin- houses I hive already de. 
scribed, standing upon low and almost marshy ground, and surrounded by frees and en. 
tangled tbicketa, presented a very uninviting scene.. ' Mr. Forman,' said I, ' do you. call 
this a village ! It would nuikf nu owl. wicp lojiii ucr.r it ■" ' Xc.u.r iiditd,' said he in re. 
■ply, ' '/').'( will live t'i set: it it r.i.ty yet.' 

" These wnrda were propbedeal. The contrast between ibe appearance of the town then 
and now, is wonderfal. A. ciiy it now la, in extent, and t'.e magnitude and irintthiufy of 
its hiubliugs. alhei! v. may not boas! of n mayor and eomnnai coitncl! i.o oppress the people 
by insupportable assess lucnv, and partake of turtle and champagne lor rho benefit of the 
poor. But as I glanced upward, and oroMiuJ, upon splendid hotels, and rows of massive 
buildings in all direedi.us, ar.'l the loii.y spites of oliu-alios y'.:ite:iii!i in the sun, and tin. 
ft- recti the extended and well-built sneei:-, li-.uiLpo with coop].- :■.!] of hie and activity— 
the canal bnsins crowded wlili boats isdiiisj u:id 1111 Vi:i'.!i : v iit the -arye and lofty atone ware, 
houses upon the wfiarve? — i'.-.e dia-.ye seemed like one of enchantment." 
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academy is a fine brick edifice 4 stones high, with an observatory, 
spacious grounds, &c. The Syracuse House is of" brick, 4 stories 
high, and is one of the most splendid establishments of the kind in the 
state. Syracuse is 133 miles from Albany, by the canal 171, 278 from 
New York, 131) from Rochester, and from Utieafil miles. This town 
embraces the principal salt springs and salt-works of the state, with 
the Onondaga or salt lake. "Those salt springs were known to the 
aboriginal inhabitants, who communicated their knowledge to the 
white settlers. One of the latter about 50 year* since, with an Indi- 
an guide in a canoe, descended the Onondaga creek, and by the lake 
approached .the spring on mud creelt. Salt water was at that time 
obtained by lowering to the bottom, four or five t'cet below the sur- 
face of the fresh water of the hike, an iron vessel ; which filling in- 
stantly with the heavier fluid, was then drawn up. In this way, by 
boiling the brine, a small quantity of brownish-colored and very im- 
pure salt was obtained. With the settlement of the country the vi- 
cinity was explored and many Other sources of brine discovered. 
Wells were then sunk, generally to the depth of 18 feet. There was 
a great dill'crence in the strength of water which they afforded, va- 
rying with seasons, and diminishing in draught nearly one third. 
With the introduction 'of hydraulic machinery for pumping in 1822, 
a more rapid influx of brine was produced, and a new era in the man- 
ufacture. A difference of opinion prevails as to the source of the 
brine. The general opinion i<, thai beds of' rock salt exist here as at 
other salt springs. Borings have been made at several points; in 
one instance to the depth of 250 feet, without finding fossil salt. But 
the very important fact was elicited, that the strength of the brine 
increased with the depth of the well. The salt beds in Cheshire, 
England, were discovered about 100 years since, in boring for coal 
at about 125 feet below the surface ; and since have been penetrated 
to twice that depth. But the salt, mines of Wilielska, near Cravocia, 
in Poland, are worked at the depth of 750 feet ; and those at Epe- 
ries at 950 feet. The failure therefore- to discover salt beds here 
should not discourage further efforts. Should beds of rock salt be 
discovered and rendered accessible, this source of wealth must be 
greatly enlarged. The salt beds near Norwich, England, produce 
more than 150,000 Ions annually — nearly ihree times as much as the 
annual products of the Onondaga springs. The salt at Salina is 
manufactured by evaporation by the sun, or artificially. By the 
slower process of the former, the coarse salt is made, and the fine by 
the rapid evaporation produced by fire." 

The following cut is a representation of a field of salt vats near 
Syracuse for the manufacture of coarse salt. In the distance is seen 
a pump house, from which the brine is conducted to each of the vats 
by a succession of bored logs. The vats are about It! feet in length, 
by 7 in width, and are arranged in continuous rows for a great dis- 
tance, as above represented. Between the rows alleys run sufficiently 
wide to admit the passage of a horse and cart. On each side and 
parallel with the vats, there is a line of light roofs which can be 
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shoved off and on at pleasure, to permit the rays of the sun to act 
upon the waters or to avert the rain. As the salt precipitates, it as- 
sumes the form of beautiful crystals, like the various trinkets fre- 
quently made for the ladies' fairs, &e. ; the action of shovelling the 
salt into carts destroys the crystals, when of course the elegance of 
form vanishes. These vats with their sheds cover enough ground in 
the vicinity to make several moderate sized farms, and the beams 
of the sun reflecting from their roofs cause them lo appear in the dis- 
tance not unlike the surface of a lake. 

The fine salt requires more skill in Hie manufacture. For this pur- 
pose rough wooden structures are erected about 70 feet in length. 
and 25 feet in breadth. The annexed view of the inside of one of 
these salt manufactories was taken at the entrance, and shows imme- 




View of afield of salt-vats, Salina. 

diately in front the commencement of the oven which runs the remain- 
ing length of the building. On top of it are the boilers, arranged in two 
parallel rows, generally numbering from 15 to •,?") boilers in each row, 
which are supplied with the brine by a cylindrical bellow log with 
faucets. This log leads from a reservoir in the rear of the building, 
which in its turn is filled by tubular legs, connecting with the pump 
house, which in some eases is a mile or more distant. There are in 
the whole many miles of aqueduct logs, which are generally con- 
structed of pine. On entering one of these works at night the view 
is interesting. Clouds of vapor are continually ascending from the 
numerous boilers, and partially obscuring the forms of the attendants. 
Huge piles of salt of snowy whiteness in the bins each side of the 
building are beheld laying in contact with the rough, dingy walls, 
while the fire from the furnace, shedding a partial light over the 
whole, renders it a. striking scene. 

" There are, however, va nous modes of applying artificial heat in 
the manufacture of salt, other than that employed in the ordinary 
process of boiling in kettles. In one arrangement, tubes healed by 
steam pass through a vat or vats of considerable extent, the brine 
having been previously '.treed from its insoluble impurities, by being 
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Internal view of 



allowed to remain for sour; lime in llie cistern, or by the addition of 
lime. This furnishes salt in fine cubic crystals of great purity, es- 
pecially in those parts, of the vats which are at some distance from 
the immediate source of heat." 

The springs from which the works are supplied arc pierced through 
the alluvial and terminate on gravel. The strength of the brine is 
graduated 011 the following standard : fresh witter being placed at 0°, 
and water perleeSly saturated with salt at 100°. According to this, 
the " old spring" stands at 50°, and the " new" at 70°. In each cubic 
foot of water there is about 2£ ounces of " bitterns," or impure de- 
posit composed of lime, iron, &c. Fourteen pounds of salt are man- 
ufactured from a cubic foot of the water from the strongest spring, 

The salt-works are quite a source of revenue to the state, as it re- 
ceives 2 mills a bushel for pumping the water, and C cents duty on 
the salt made. The amount annually manufactured is three millions 
of bushels; and the number of men employed in the four villages of 
Geddes, .Liverpool, Salina, and Syracuse, about three thousand. 



Aecauiit of a French Colomj esfablishe 

Le Sieur JMiihiiji:'- 

" Trie Jesuit Diibkni had esl.',i ; .'::?'ied hniisi.lf :ic Onondasa in lUe eiiarao'.er of a mission, 
ary. He arrived iieie in ihc iool:i!i of Sq-ltniiiT, 1. (>;">;">. In March of tilt fallowing year, 
lie in company with :. 11 ■.microns escort oi'.;iL'.-i:i".s. a.vle elm voy :■=:-»;■'- to Quebc:: far the par- 
pose of persua.it in jr It- tie Lanson to establish a 1'nr'eli colony a: Onondaga. He arrived 
1 ln.'bf iii liio !.i-2i[iiii,-i;r,if A|>ri', nail lirn! no difiLcnl.y in gir.'.n it M . !)■■ I'.iuis.ai to o::.tor into 
his views. Fiiiy Frenchmen rat selectee to ;:o and firm the piaposed eslaaiisbment, and 
the Sieur Dapuys, an oiheer of :hs ^airi-on, was appointed their (aaiimandant. Father 
Francis Le Mercier, Sapuior General of ■ it Cadi. die Mis-ion.', was di.-sitnus of conducting 
in person those wjn.un he had utsiiaod to e.-:M]iiish die first lroajiois church, who were 
Fathers Freemen, .Vl.rsnaid, and l.tabam, Tiieir dooamn,- was iixtd for the 7th of May, 
and although the crop had been lighter ihun usuiil, I'ney ;;ave Dnpavs provisions, sufficient 
to last him a whole year, wild, grain enoue.h to o'lab'.e lijni 10 sow the land. 

" The news of thin enterprise bring spread ail aiounti, gave the Mohawks inticli eoncerli, 



•i I CSC, under the. niisyu'ry-s of 



* Copied from a ^S. History, liy the Rev. .1. W. Athnts, of Syraeus 
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and revived their jealousy towards ihe Onondagas. A general council of all the triim was 
called to deliberate upon f-.is lilihir, which seemed to them of i-rrca: importance, and tha 

conclusion was, iliii.t nli l.heir resoa-ee- no:-! 1ft put in requisition ro oppose the new estab- 
lishment. A parly of 41)0 men was homed iisioly raised, and orders «w: given them either 
to disperse or cut so pieces the company of HI. D-.tjiuys. They tailed, however, to accom- 
plish their object, and only revengee themselves "juii some sltagdni; cutoes, which were 
piliaged, and a part of those who conducted them were wounded. After a short stay at 
Three Rivers and at Montreal, M. Dunnes left the latter place on the 8th of June, and the 
same day fell in with a party of Mohawks, whom lie pillaged as a reprisal for the outrage 
related above. 

" On the '2'J[h of '.lie same month, towards 1! o'clock it: the evening, they heard in the 
camp the voice of a mail groaning. The commandant ordered the drum to be beat, and im- 
mediately they peyecivod a Suva,'-!; approach in;; i:i yrca: di=tiess. lie was a Huron, who 
had escaped after die. expedition of the isle of Orleans. The skin of his body was half 
roasted, mid for seventeen days he had 1nke.ii no uomishnioni., c\eop! some wild fruits 
which ho hud gathered. Tin; Onondagas "-ho 110001:411, nLt=-tl die I-' yet. oh, made him a drink 
which soon restored tin; tone of hi* stomach. They Ihoti savu Imn seme provisions and 
sent him on to Quebec. 

"The remainder of ihe vnynye wa~ prosperous, except that rht-y sutii red from a scarcity 
of provisions, which hail bi i-ory badly mtmngeil. They Itnd calculated asnsurd upon find- 
ing an abundance of lish ami g'ime. i!o!h lee.vove..- failed, urni the French, who were unac- 
customed to fell)]:-- hk< vt Indian-", would b vo [iei-i.-lie.il wiih hunger, hud not the Onon. 
daga sachems sent to meet tin in same canoes loaded wish provisions. They learnt from 
these Indians, that a great number of the koopiois of all '.lie tribe-, were awaiiiug their ar- 
rival on the shores of the L;;ke t-omtw niaiia. M. Dupuys, I lie re Cure, propnyed himself to 
make his entrance into the lake as imposing as possible. Before iirriviiig at the place 
where the savages were stationed, he. ye.;! asitove 5 small ji i -: -= c- ■ s of ■ndieincc, and had them 
discharged, fie liien re-embarked, and rowing it* beaminii order, entered the lake, where 
in less than an hour In; made two discharges of all his musketry. Tie was received by the. 
sachems and such as were with them awaiting his arrival wiih ihe greatest apparent cor- 
ditility and respect. They were welcomed with h'ty.mguey, ict'.s'.s, snugs, mid dances, and 
with every (ioiiioiis-rciijn o; joy which the ?. ivagrs were capable of giving. On the follow, 
itig day, which was ihe I2th of July, a solemn mass was offered and the To Deum sung. 
The 311 chorus i.hei] made presents, as they were a eons:: my ed '» ilo in treaties of alliance, ami 
on the 16th Ihe French all united in celebrating 'lie fa.tcbnrist. fit: ihe day following they 
commenced building he's, and i'atker .Vlcrcicr weir to visit die village of die Om.uirbigiis, 
where he was received wiih grcit ceremony. On iy.e tilth a gone.y.tl coimeil was held, tit 
which the Jesuits, iUcycicy mid Ch'r.mion*, ovilair.cu ihe views of iho French and solicited 
their kind regards to Iheir new neighbors. They alio endeavored to enlighten their minds 
on the subject of religion. tiu:l pynitneed so ro'cat an impti -sion as to render it necessary to 
enlarge the chapel which had In en iv.nl'. neatly a vein- before, more than one half. They 
experienced hi too month of A-jgnsl excessive he:i>, v. hieh pyoduoed miyeh sickness ; hut 
by die kind liiietniun of the savages ell I 'no disorders wen; eased in a short time. 

•' This last murk oi' ulVoetion from these people pors.tsii.lcd 'be more credulous of them to 
believe that they might rciy upon Ihetn in ail cases ; bui the unite jyrudctil of Ihem thought 
it necessary to make use of p ocauion at least against their inconstancy ; and these were 
found in the end to have put sued the wisesi course, bit i«o vents had not elapsed before 
they were compelled by tie. poiloly of i.ln: savages 'a abandon their settlement and return 
to Montreal. A conspirary which c tic mice' iisc-lt' 'hrongi: liie [ncmois Clintons was fornted 
against them, and i.iiicquivneiil indications o( hi.isiili'y were soon given. Throe Frenehtuen 
were scalped near .Montreal by lite oooicrieyatos, and other hostilities commit tod, which left 
no doubt in ihe mind? of the i'rench of tin ir intention to destroy the now colony. In the 
month of fob., 1 lifj*, n:;yi:rro-ts hand* of iifohawks, O.k id; is, and Onondagas, had taken 
the field equipped for ww. Dnpnys was informed of el 1 that transpired by a converted In. 
dian. He found himself grenl'y emlm-nisscd. nee iin.leod saw no means of extricating 
himself from the- liidioully wiiliotil mach trouhlo iiittl at grenl. ha/iild. To fortify himseif 
and sustain a siege would be only in pm off :;is yum and nut prove ni ii, for he had no suc- 
cor to hope for from Quebec, or it would not hit a.hle to rmich him in time. It would be- 
come necessary sooner or later to yield or die fi : ;hi.ii-.ty, or at h.y.yth tj perish of hunger attd 
misery. 

" To effect his escape M. Dnpnys required first to consrnr; some canoes, for rhey had 
not taken the preciiuioa to reserve any. Bui to work 1:1. 'I publicly would be to an- 
nounce his retreat, und there by rend or 1' impossible. Something must he resolved on ira. 
mediately, and the commandant adopted the following plan. He immediately sent an 
32 
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o M. D'Aillebout to inform luiii of die conspiracy. Ho then gave orders for the 

lion of some smull light bateaux ; and 10 [in vent the Trooaois from getting wind of 

it, he made his people wurk in the garni t of the Jesuit's house, which was larger and more 
retired than the others. 

"This done, he warned all his people to hold themselves in readinrss to depart on the 
day which he named lo ihcm, and ho supp'ied each one with provisions sufficient for the 
voyage, and charged them to d" no'luug in the aian time tn excite the suspicious, of the 
Iroquois. It only remained now to concert measures fir eiuhutking si.) secretly that the 
savages should hate no knowledge of their re treat until they should iiavo advanced so far 
as not to fear pin-s:;il, ami r.lii.-i they neconipiishcii by a stratagem singular enough. 

"A certain young frenchman who had acquired great influence with the Indians, had 
been adopted into one nf their mosi respectable families. According to the custom of the 
Indians, whoever was adopted by them became ctidtled to ail the privileges that belonged 
to native members of die family. This young man went one day 1.1 Ins adopied father, and 
told him that he hud on the night he fore: dreamed of' one of Ihose ioasts where the guests 
en( every tiling teat is served, am] lha: be ilesired to have one of the kind made for the vil. 
lage ; and ho added, liia' it "as deeply impressed upon his mind he should die if a single 
thing wore wan 'ins to render the fea.P jus: such iniiaiiiihi' d,'sc tilled. The Indian gravely 
replied that he should be. exceedingly nij to have I lirn die, and would therefore order the 
repast himself and inke e.are to make the invitaliuns, and he assured him that nothing should 
be wanting to render the eiimriaiiunent every way -audi an oca. as he wished. The young 
man having obtained these assurances, appohitia: fir bis least The 19th of March, which 
was the day fixed upon for the departure of the French. All the provisions which the 
families dirough die village eould spare were ene.liihi'.teii for the feast, and all the Indians 
were invited to attend. 

" The entertainment began in the evening, atnl to live the French an opportunity !o put 
their boats into the water and to load liicin, for ib« voyage wilhom. being obseived, the 
drums and trumpets ceased no: to sound around tlie scene .if festivity. 

"The boats having now been launched and every thing put it: readiness for a departure, 
tlie young man, at the signal agreed upon, went to his ;■■'■■! led hither and said to him, that 
he pilied die guests, who had for liie most part a-krd quarter, that liiey might, cease eating, 
and give themselves to repose, and adding, bat he meant to procure for every one a good 

night's sleep, lie be- an playing on the guitar, I in less ibou a tpiarler of an hour every 

Indian was laid soundly to sleep. The young i'roiicluiia:] immediately sallied forth to join 
his companions, who wore ready at the instant to push hum the shore. 

" The next morning a number of the iuiliiuis wuu:, according to tiieir eiisloni on awaking, 
to see the French, and found all die boors of limit houses shut and locked. This strange 

circumstance, joined to the praioiind si' wh'eii i ■,. rye, laic n igned through the French 

so ttlo me lit, surprised them. They imagined tit lirsl thai, the French won; saying mas?, or 
that they wore in secret eouneil ; but after having in vain waited fur many hours to have 
the mystery solved, they went and knocketi at same of liie doors. The dogs wdio had been 
left in the houses replied to them by harking. They perceived some fowls also through 
the palings, iiu; no ncison eon Id bo si en o: heard. At length, having wa:U ■:! ..mi:' :i emng, 
they forced open liie tloors, and to their utr, : r astonishment found every house empty. 

" The savages could not explain 'his movetiiejii. They poind no' comprehend how the 
French, whom they knew to have no canoes, had got aivay, and there was no idle fancy 
that did not enter into limit heads rather than imagine in what manner the thing hud iiap. 
pened. This was the first time in which bonis haul been used for such voyages. But had 
the French possessed canoes, it would not have incn possible to use thorn, as the rivers 
were still covered with iee. and from this cause the Indians were prevented from success, 
fully pursuing them. M. Dupcys took etne however in li.:ave nothing to fear from a pur. 
suit. He used such diligence, that in spite of c.mtraiy winds which detained him. a long 
time on Lake Ontario, lie arrived at Mo' urea! in fifteen nays. The pleasure of finding him. 
self delivered from such iuimiiieii' danger, nouYJ not huwever pn vor.i him from feeling sen. 
sibly, that so prcciphale a High: was disgraceful lo bis nmioti, am! iifnii regre'lrng that for 
the want of a (rifling aid, he had lie en unable o susiaiu a a osiublishinciit of so much im- 
portance, and of giving iaw to i. people who drew tbeh strength and ihe right of insulting 
them from their weakness. 

" The Iroouoia aiicr this carried war into Canada, mid in lile'l), the cebmy was reduced 
to extreuje distress by sickness and the incursions of tin; savages, In the year following it 
was ascertained that there was no' less than iv.-c.my Frenchmen in Onondaga. They had 
been taken prisoners, hut were sutfen d lo i ujoy a considerable degree of liberty. These 
men had converted a wigwam into a chape!, where, in eonnectiun with many of the Hu- 
rons and some of the Onondagas, tliey regularly assembled to say mass. It was reported 
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nlso that the matrons of die 0:;. '.],.!.,::; vi'iojji-. who are the principal corps ifrEtat, had 
taken no pari, in t)jr= ooiiHoi^ipY whicii lnui obkicd 1>.l]i.:v= '..> rr-iii-c;, nnil thai for seven daya 
mcocssividy they had wppi. with t.ho[r tddlilH-n for the loss nf ih:' French priests. This re. 
port however had nu ib'.uidiiuoii in inil'i. Tins crencli;;- of die .Jcsuii could not distinguish, 
in matters of religion. be;wi : co iIilols '.voich :ie only ae;;icd ioi = dii bo [run and those which 

Location of the colonics of Dupuys. — It will be very natural to 
conclude from the account which wo have now given of the colony 
of Diipuys, that its location was. contiguous to the Onondaga village. 
Such however was not the fact, if by the village of Onondaga be 
meant their principal village. From some incidental allusions made 
in history to the relative position of this colony, it is to be inferred 
that it was established upon grounds now occupied by the village of 
Salina. In a passage of the history written by Francis Creuxins, 
which we have already had occasion to quote, it is stated that the 
place agreed upon for the residence of the French was distant from 
the Indian village about four French leagues, and that this place was 
distinguished for two remarkable springs, issuing from the same hill, 
the one affording an abundance of salt water, the other of fresh. He 
states, also, that at this place there was an extensive meadow, or 
spacious open grounds which reached down to the bank of the Lake 
Gannentaha. It appears also from the circumstances connected with 
the departure of the colony, that they must have been in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the lake, as their batt.eaux were constructed in the 
Jesuit's house, and launched and freighted without any allusion from 
the historians to the time that must have been occupied or the diffi- 
culties that must have been encountered in transporting them to the 
place of debarkation. The reason why the narrative proceeds as 
though the Onondaga village and the I'Yeneh settlement occupied the 
same grounds, or were in (adjacent juxtaposition) to each other, is 
this — that the Indians were distributed into different villages or en- 
campments, one of which was in the immediate vicinity of the place 
where Salina now stands. The main village was at Onondaga, but 
a constant intercourse was kept up between the different encamp- 
ments, and the French settlement was now a point of attraction 
around which the Indians rallied ; and this explains the facility of 
intercourse which existed between the French at Salina and the 
Indians at Onondaga. 

Skaneateles was taken from Marcellus in 1830. Pop. 3,981. 
The village of Skaneateles is situated at the outlet or northern ter- 
mination of the lake of that name, 18 miles SV,. from Syracuse, and 
has about 1,500 inhabitants. It is one of the most delightful and pic- 
turesque villages in western New York. The following shows the 
appearance of the village of Skaneateles as viewed from the residence 
of Mr. Joseph Barber, on the western Lake road in the vicinity of the 
outlet of the lake, seen on the left ; the Episcopal and Presbyterian 
churches are seen on the right. From this village the eye measures 
about half the distance of the lake, which is 16 miles in length by an 
average width of one mile. There is no marshy land on either shore 
of this lake. The soil is of the best limestone quality, and the finely 
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Southwestern view of Skaneateles 



cultivated fields (mostly fenced wilh cedar posts and hemlock boards) 
make a gradual descent for a considerable distance to the margin of 
the lake. A railroad, 5 mil us in length, lias lately been eons true ted from 
this village north to El bridge, where it intersects the railroad from Al- 
bany to Buffalo. A charter was obtained during the session of the legis- 
lature in 1841, lor extending this lateral road '..i miles further north to 
the village of Jordan, on the Erie canal, where that canal receives a 
feeder from the Skaneateles lake, after its waters have afforded an 
immense power for milling- and manufacturing purposes, the descent 
of the S miles from Skinealeles to Jordan being about 500 feet. 'The 
railroad between these two villages will run near the margin of this 
stream, affording important facilities to flouring mills and manufac- 
turers. Goods will hereafter be carried on this road from Jordan 
to Skaneateles, and thence through the lake to Cortland county. 
Should a railroad be constructed from the head, of the lake through 
Homer south to tho Susquehannah, (and such an enterprise is much 
talked of,) Skaneateles and Jordan will become places of exten- 
sive business. Among the important items of transportation, will be 
that of coal from Pennsylvania, to be more particularly distributed at 
Jordan to various points. Previous to the makinsi of the Erie canal, 
the great thoroughfare for merchandise and emigration to the west 
was through Skaneateles. Since the completion of that work, this 
village has not kept pace with some new towns which have grown 
into large cities in a few years, under the peculiar advantages afford- 
ed by the great internal improvements ; but from its unsurpassed 
beauty of location, and its great facilities for manufacturing purposes, 
it cannot but experience a steady and healthful growth, until at some 
future day it will become a place of no ordinary importance. The 
stranger who visits this beautiful village, nften expresses surprise that 
it has not long since been selected as the site of an extensive semina- 
ry of learning, or some public benevolent institution. In the village 
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are about 12 stores, a number of caiTir:g'_'-makmg establishments, an 
extensive woollen factorv, flouring mill, iron foundry, machine shop, and 
various mechanics. The first grist-mill was erected in the village in 
1795. About, the same time the first merchant, Winston Day, estab- 
lished himself here. Bricks were first made here in 1797 ; the first 
tavern was erected the same year, and only two houses besides (of 
logs) in what is now called the village. The town had been first 
settled a few yeajs earlier on the old Geneve road. The first bridge 
across near the outlet of the lake, was built about 1800. The first 
church in the place was organized July 20th, 1801, and then styled 
" The First Church of Christ in Marcelius/' It. was organized a Con- 
gregational church, but subsequently changed to the Presbyterian 
form of government. It is believed to be the first church of any de- 
nomination that was formed in the eld and formerly extensive town of 
Marcetlus. There have been for many years past in the village a Bap- 
tist, Episeopai, and Methodist church, now flourishing societies. 




View in the central part of Manlius, 
The principal village, called. Manlius after the name of the town, is 
situated 3 miles S. of the Erie canal at Hulls landing, and about 5 
miles from the railroad. It is 10 miles from -Syracuse, and 134 from 
Albany. Its population is estimated at between 11 and 12 hundred. 
Annexed is a cut of the village ; the building with an attic and 
cupola is the academy, the church to trie right of it is the Presbyterian, 
and the one on the opposite side of the street the Episcopa- 
lian. This church is the oldest in the place, and formerly stood on 
the top of the steep hill east of the academy, (not seen in the view,) 
from whence it was removed on wheels to its present location a few 
years since, with its steeple, bell, organ, &c, without jarring it so 
much as to remove a square foot of plastering. The Baptist and 
Methodist churches are not seen from this point. The latter was 
originally ornamented with a spire, but as it was thought hy some of 
the congregation to betoken spiritual pride, it was torn down soon 
after it was built, a:id in its place was subsli'iitoii the present low tower. 
The two story and a half building near and to the right of the acade- 
my, was formerly a tavern, and is made up in part of the oldest frame 
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in the village. The cupolas in the distance belong to cot Ion mills, of 
which there are 3 in the place, known as the Limestone, Manilas, 
(carried on by an incorporated company,) and Cold Spring factories. 
There are also in tins village 3 ileiiring mills, 3 coach factories, 2 fur- 
naces, &c. The Manlius academy was incorporated April 13, 1835, 
with nine trustees, who are authorized t.o till vacancies in their number. 
It has already attained the rank of iiith in the literary institutions of this 
senate district, and received in 1840 from the regents of the univer- 
sity $316.65, as its portion of the state literature fund. The number 
of students during that year was 5274. 62 of whom studied languages. 

Fayetteville, about 2 miles N. of Manlius village, situated on a 
feeder to the Erie canal, has about 100 dwellings, 4 churches, and an 
incorporated academy. Marcellus, about 10 miles SW. of Syracuse, 
contains about SO dwellings, 3 churches, and a number of mills of vari- 
ous kinds. Jordan, on the Erie canal, is an incorporated village, 12 
miles W. from Syracuse, having about 150 dwellings, 3 churches, 10 
stores, and a number of mills. Baldwins vil'c, a manufacturing village 
12 miles WW. of Syracuse, is connected by the Seneca river with the 
Oswego canal. It has upwards of 100 dwellings, and the Baldwins- 
ville Seminary. 

Pompey Hill, on an eminence which overlooks the country for a 
great distance, contains about 70 dwellings, a Baptist and Presbyte- 
rian church, and an academy. " About two miles south of Manlius 
square in the town of Pompey, arc the remains of a town, which ex- 
tended three quarters of a mile from north to south, and half a mile 
from east to west. Large spots of black mould in regular intervals, 
and a few paces apart, in which are ashes, mark out the sites of the 
houses." Here were three forts of circular or elliptical forms, form- 
ing a triangle which protected the approaches. Near Delphi, in the 
southeast part of the town, are two falls 70 feet perpendicular; near 
this place arc the remains of three ancient works. The largest con- 
tains six acres, and has a triangular form. It had a ditch, rampart, 
and gateway ; the others also have ramparts, ditches, and entrances. 
There were many graves within the largest fort, over and around 
which were trees 200 years old. With human bones were found axes, 
brass kettles, gun-barrels, Spanish coins, &c. 

The following account of a French colony located in this town in 
the year 1666, is from a memoir by De Will Clinton, on the antiqui- 
ties of western New York. He derived the account partly from a 
manuscript journal of one of the Jesuits, and partly from the sachems 
of the Six Nations : — 

11 From I.Ik: .lVsnit'- journal it a'.pcm-.J til lit In I in' y:.'iir I ijfjli, at tin* m yr.c.fl of Kiirrdion- 
tip, an Onoiiditijii f.'Jiiui'tJiiii, a I'n.'iicli colony wus d:rc<;t'd to ii.;i;s i .- tn li"< villnjre for thi: 
|)nr[)rM« uf Uiiitjiiinj- ilii' Iii.Lkiiis It.i: nrf.s n:i(i *i;irijo.<*. anil ciiafavor if |iraoliijable to civil- 
ize and CJiristkuii/ii ihem. Wo ieiMn from II. n ^lolieins flint a( this time, the Indiana had 
a fort, a short oisiantv nonvo tin; villiJiru of .Tnmesvilli', on llir- banks of a small stream 
near; a little above svhicli, it scenic, tin- i.'liiof Kiinikr.ui! if would liny:' his now friends sul 
down. Accordingly (liey rcp;iir..d tiiiliii-i 1 , and conuiicncot! tin? Id™', in which being 
jjrciitly Jiidod by the sivagrs, a fisiv munlh- only wore necessary to tl.e bill) tiiti<v of a sin nil 
village. 

'■ "I'll..-! Uuio t.i.:;,:.Li y re in ii, nod r>: i :i !'■:■(■■ y.:al;i in a very jieaecdik 1 ai '.! flourish! it}' si-n:: 
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Hon, during which time nr.ieh addition wa- 1:1 sdo in the establishment, atid among others 

ceremonies of his church. About this t.iui". :;'[o(>:i.* a party of Spaniards, consisting of 
twenty -three persons, arrived at flip village. h;;yiii^ i'ci- jruiihs toiiie of the IroqiccjLa, who 
hud been taken on p( Ives f.iy Menu of the soul licrii tribes. If appeals evident that this par- 
ty camo up the. VUs. s.-.i;i;a, |i:i-.:-..' I'lltsiaire;, ;t 1 llJ («■. 1o O'oau I'.iiu'. v.lji-re, leaving their 
canoes, they travelled by land. Tliey had been informed that there was. a lake to the 
north whose bottom va~ inner' ii with a suh.-tanee shiniu;; and white, which they took 
from the Indians* description to lie silver. 

" limine: arrived :il Uaoinlii-ra Lake nod liie Frcucli villa ire. nut! (Indie,;; no silver. I hey 
seemed bent on a quarrel with the Freneh, whom (hey e.liareed witli having bribed tin; 
Indians, to that they would not tell them where (he silver mipht be found. A compro- 
mise was finally etleeleil, liny agreed that an equal untnber of Spaniards and French 
should be sent on an i-xjiloi-int; expedition. Tins Indians seeing linse strangers prowling 
the woods, with various msowne.uis, suspeeted some design to lie in operation to deprive 
them of their country. This jealousy was miieb iuun'aseu by tin.' a( satioo of the Eu- 
ropeans themselves. The Spaniards laid the I inhisns that the only object of the French 
was to (ytanni'/B over them. The 1'rciieh, on the other I 'a:, J, averted that the Spaniards 
were Inyinjr n plan to rob I hem of their lands. 

'■ 'I'm; Indians by this lime lieeoioing anions of bnib, rioter: no.. .a! in private council to 
rid then, selves of these intruders. Having privately obtained I he nssislanec of the Onel- 
das and (..'aviiiras, iliey aL'reeu 11:10:1 til': lime and manner of altaek. A little before dny- 
break on All-XahilJ Dtti/, UiiW, the litlle eolr.ny, loiretluir witli Ihe Spaniards, wero 
aroused from their slumbers b\ the discharge of fire-arms and the war-whoop of the sav- 
ages. Every house was immediately iireil or broken open, and such as atlempted to es- 
cape from the Haines were allied by Ihe. foimibnwh ; and not one of the colonists or Span- 
iards was left alive to relate the sad disaster." 

This history account a, in the opinion of its author, for the appear- 
ance at this place of a small village, the evident remains of a black- 
smith's shop. In several other places in the county, says the Rev, 
Mr. Adams, in his manuscript history, the remains of blacksmiths' 
shops have been discovered, and in some instances the tools used by 
the trade. A blacksmith's vice was found buried deep in the ground 
on a farm in Onoiulatra Hollow, about three-lourths of a mile south 
of the turnpike. But the existence of a fort near this spot, every ves- 
tige of which is nearly obliterated, readily accounts for these relics 
of civilization. In the cultivation of the lands lying upon the Onon- 
daga creek, innumerable implements of war and of husbandry have 
been found, scattered over a territory of four or five miles in length. 
Swords, gun-barrels, gun-locks, bayonets, balls, axes, hoes, &c., have 
been found. 
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Ontario county was taken from Montgomery in 1789, and in- 
cluded all the land of which the pre-emptive right had been ceded to 
the state of Massachusetts, which that, stale afterward sold to Phelps 
and Gorham, and which afterward chiefly passed into the possession 
of the Holland .Land Company and the Pnlleney estate. Ontario coun- 
ty then extended from the pre-emption line a. mile eastward of Geneva, 
so as to include within its limits all the territory within the bounds of 
this state west of that line. This was commonly known as the " Ge- 
nesee country," although the title was occasionally more extensively 
applied, and from it have heen formed the counties of Steuben, Allega- 
ny, Cattaraugus, Chatauquc, Kric, iNiagara, Genesee, Wyoming, Or- 
leans, Monroe, Livingston, Vales, Wayne, iti part, leaving to a tract 
around the former chief town. (Canimdaigua,) the name of Ontario. 
In 1790, this extensive territory had only 1,075 inhabitants. The 
surface is agreeably diversified, waving in gentle swells and valleys of 
ample area, with tracts of champaign, and in the southern part more 
or less hilly. The soil partakes of a consideriil.de variety, but a warm 
and rich mould forms the greater proportion, while along the borders 
of Lake Ontario there are tracts of clayey loam, with but a slight ad- 
mixture of mould. The principal streams arc flint creek, Canandai- 
gua outlet, and Mud creek. The lakes are Canandaigua, Honeoye, 
Caneadea, and Hemlock. Canandaigua lake is 14 miles long, and 
from one to two broad, and is elevated 670 feet, above the ocean. It 
is navigable throughout. Its inlet is a small stream of some 5 or 6 
miles long. The Honeoye, 12 miles west, extends about 5 miles, and 
is about a mile in breadth. The Caneadea , 2 miles W. of 'the Honeoye, 
is but 3 miles long ; the Hemlock is 6 miles long, varying from 1 to 2 
in breadth. The county has 15 towns : 

Bristol, Farmington, Naples, South Bristol, 

Canadice, Gorham, Phelps, Victor, 

Ci.macdi.iigiiii, Hopewell, Richmond, West Bloomficld. 

East Bloomlield, Manchester, Seneca, 

Canandaigua village, the capital of Ontario county, is situated in N. 
lat. 42° 48' 41", and 3= 20' W, long, from New York. Distant from 
Albany 195 miles, from Buffalo Sfi, from Rochester 28, from IJtica 
111, from Sodus Bay on Lake Ontario 30, from the Erie canal at Pal- 
myra 12, and from Washington city 365 miles. The principal part of 
the village is built on a single street upwards of a mile in length, rising 
by a gentle ascent from the lake. The annexed engraving shows the 
appearance of the central part of the village as seen from tiie Genesee 
road, about half a mile lo the southwest. In the central part of the 
street, (north and south 1 ,) is an open square, on the western side of 
which are seen the courthouse, town-house, and post-ollice. Blos- 
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sora's hotel stands on the opposite side. The railroad passes a few 
yards westward of the courthouse. There are 4 churches— I Pres- 
byterian, 1 Baptist, 1 Methodist, and 1 .Episcopal — 2 banks, 2 print- 
ing offices, a state arsenal and academy, and a female seminary. 
The residences of the inhabitants, and the tasteful manner in which 
their grounds are laid out, are, it is believed, not exceeded in beauty 
in any village in this country. Many of their mansions are large, 




Southwest view of the central part of Canandaigua. 



splendidly furnished, surrounded by trees, commodious walks, odor- 
iferous shrubberies, beautiful gardens and orchards adorned with 
flowers and fruits of various kinds, giving an air of wealth and refine- 
ment to this village rarely elsewhere to be found. The Ontario Fe- 
male Seminary, founded by the subi-cripijons <;t die inhabitants, and 
incorporated in 1825, is an institution of high reputation. The num- 
ber of pupils in 1839 was 174. 

The Canandaigua academy u-is founded by the liberal donations of 
Messrs. Gorliam and Phelps. " The plan of this school embraces a 
thorough and extended course of .English and mathematical study, 
instruction in the Latin and Greek classics, !o an advanced standing 
of one or two years in our colleges, the leaching of the French lan- 
guage, and a department for the education of common school teach- 
ers. A course of mathematical study, as extensive and as practical 
as is usually pursued in our colleges, is taught in this academy. Sur- 
veying and civil engineering are ably and piiietically taught." This 
institution has been selected by the regents of the university as one 
of the academies for the education of school teachers, and a depart- 
ment for this purpose has been organized. The course adopted will 
probably require three years, allowing the student to teach school four 
months each year. The annual expenses of a student, for board, tui- 
tion, room rent, and washing, arc about SI 00. Many pupils, by adopt- 
ing an economical mode of board, reduce their expenses to $60 a 
year. 
_ In the summer of 1788, the year after the purchase of western 
New York by Messrs. Phelps and Gorham, Oliver Phelps left Gran- 
ville, Mass., with men and means for the purpose of exploring and 
surveving this extensive territory. The wilderness v 
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as far as Canarulaigua, nbout I 'JO miles west of the Gorman Flats, 
then considered on tlie frontiers of civilisation. I'y the assistance of 
the Rev. Mr. Krrklaud, the missionary furious - (liu Six .Nations, and a 
commissioner on behalf of Massachusetts, Mr. Phelps succeeded in 
collecting the chiefs and warriors of those tribes whose warlike spirit 
still rankled, on account of the chastisement indicted by Sullivan's 
expedition. This conference with the Indians was held on a beauti- 
ful elevation overlooking Cairanda.igna lake. 

" Two days hurl passed away in m noiiatio:) nil]] the k.dians l";.:i- a cession of their la mis. 
The contract was supposed to be many eoiurM-ed, when Red laokei. arose. Willi (he 
grace ami dignity ci" ii K-uuiui seuaior, Ire diciv his blaiiko! around him, and with a piercing 
eye surveyed die multitude. All was hushed. iNo'liing interposed to break the siicr.ee, 
save the rustling of ihe ire e-:eps, ander whose sliL.de. ihcy were jm die rod. After a long 
and solemn, but no', innm/aning ihiiisii, ho commenced his spa cvk in a lew voice and sen. 
tendons style. Rising gradual, y wkk his scujeci, he i.icpided iiio prumdve simplicity mid 
happiness of his nidion, and ihe \vru!i;: 3 diey hau susiained fum ihe usurpations of the 
white man, with such n boh: lm: fiitbfui pencil, . ii ■ 1 1 the Indian auditors were soon roused 
to vengeance or niched into tears. 

'■' The dice', was uicxpressibie. Ilu', ere iln: cmodoiis of adiiuratiun n::tj sympathy had 

subsided, the wiiiic i In came id:; -mod. They were in -he heart of an Indian country, 

surrounded by mure than ten times dick number, wiio were iuikmco by the remembrance 
of their injuries, and eseiied to indignation by tlic eloquence of a favorite chief. Appalled 
and terrified, the white men easl a cheerless .ivi/c upon 'he hordes iircuncl them. A nod 
from the chicls might he the onset of desnuchou. Al dial pnrietitous moment, Fanner's 
Brother interposed. He replied not :.i hi:, broilier chief; ir.-i, with ihe sagacity truly alio, 
rigiiiiil, he caused a cessation of (he council, imruticcoU good clncr, eo;uii:euiicd ihe do. 
quence of Red Jacket, and, before the mooling had rca-semblcd, with ike aid of other 
prudent chiefs, lit had moderated die fury of his naiiai] to a more salutary review of the 
question before them." 

The reassemblage of the council in cooler blood was followed by 
the satisfactory arrangement of the treaty, whereby the Indian title 
to more than two millions of acres was extinguished. The following 

account of facts connected with the operations of ! 'helps and Gorham, 
are from the Rochester Directory, published in 1827. 

" After the irealy, Mr. .Pi: dps surveyed the loud into line's, ii en on mimed Itans ex, run- 
ning north am! sou ill, ami subJivjceti die ranges inlo irae'.a of six luces square, denominated 
TniRiisltips, and tien.i.ma'cti eato by numlieit, begin oing 10 iiniiil'i-j- bo-'tl ranges .and loivn. 
ships at the 82d mee.siano, in du: soudicas: coiner of die true:, [now the tOnlheasi corner 
of Steuben count;.,] numbering die to v. a^hio- iiorihwaioly .0 du? hike ironi one to fourteen, 
mid the ranges wcsiwattky from one to seven. Thus, liaih is designaied as township 
number four, m the third range ; Camiudaigua us township uuiuuoi- leu, in the third range ; 
1'ittsford as number twelve, in die liftii raiigc ; and iiiigkion as number thirteen, in the 
seventh range of townships, in Gorham anil Phelps' purchase. 

" As Ihe "Genesee river reus about twcniy-faur (iiarns cast of nonk below Avon, and 
Mr. Phelps couimuec 111; seven lii range of ion oships tu die lake, the film range was left to 
contain but twelve, and die sixili range bul ten low, slaps; and, in order to square the 
tract lying west of Genesee river, lie so', off two townships neat Ihe lake, which he called 
die ^hiiil Range, now comprising ihe iowiis ..:'G(ep and Greece, [and pan of Rochester;! 
and the present towns of tiaicil.iui:,, Win: ..lane, Chi!:, 11;.; a, (')_.! en, ana Parma, being then 
four townships, iio oaiietl the firs: range of townships Kt.s.t \if Gnir.ier. rir.i:,-, in Gorham 
and Phelps' purchase. 

'■ This trad formed die conn lies of man a ace Sic ii'ioir for many y.-r.rs, until 1391., 
when Monroe and Livingston candies were formed, e.veept that pari of it lying wesl of 
the river, whiei: was annexed to ihe ceiinly of Genesee at iis orgauiiaiion i:i 1809, and ihe 
south part of the seven. u range so" oil" from hiiuihen to Allegany. 

" tn 17S9, Oliver Phelps opened a k.rai-uiike in Cauunoaiirua — ikis was 'be first land- 
office in America for tiio sale of her foror„.ia::ds :.■■> seders; and ihe ays; em which he 
jdoplcd for die eiirvcy of hi; kinds, by iu<.';ji.-;Ar/>» ..■.'.;:.' .■.■-■..■.;;c;i became i_ model iov ike man. 
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ner of surveying all the new Smuts in the UnUod States ; end the method of making liia 
retail sales r.o soul™ hy m)k!r:s ii'i.i also loon udopleu by nil l.iro >j'>lk-j' land-offices of indi- 
vidual pMiirieaavdeps i/.iit hr;™ followed afscr him. 

"The jtrtjcfe was a new device, of American origin, unknown in the Jirifiisli system 
of e-onvty anting ; panting :hsj Jinust/ssion, bol. noi the li:,: of hie iand ; fncf.uanng the lie. 
0.110:11. changes amen;; ne'-v sailers, euajiin;; i.ie.ni hi sod om tJifiir hnprovonieiiLs and trans. 
fet their possession by ass!;; mil en I, and sorjurijit? Iho reversion of the possession to the 
propricior v.heie li.ey f.l.miidnned 'ho prt mises. 11'.-. land sales were ailedia! ; and the other 
Inini.othiios io;lowi]]j>- his OLaio|ilo, lime roodi-rer! di.. (J. i.r.si e ;,i : it. ors all fee. simple land- 
holder*, svhie!) has increased I lie value of 'lie foil n:i;l loo enterprise of die people. 

" Oliver I'oelfis may ho eonsido.'od die Cccrops of :.;■. Geuesoe country, lis inhabitants 
owe a mausoleum :o his moinoij, In gratitude fur in- having [lioireered for them the wil- 
derness of this Cikaa.\ of the West." 

Mr. Maude, who travelled through this part of the country in 
1800, says : " Canandaigua, in 1 792, was not further a.d vanced in im- 
provement than Geneva, as it limn consisted of only two frame houses, 
and a few log houses. It is now one third larger than Geneva, con- 
taining 90 families, and is the county town. Canandaigua consists 
of one street; from this street are laid off sixty lots, thirty on each 
side. Each lot contains forty acres, having only 22 perches, or 121 
yards in front; thirty lots consequently extend the, town upwards of 
two miles; hut the ex 1 re initios of the present town are not more than 
a mile and half apart. These lots are valued in their unimproved 
state at $600 or $1,000 each. — The principal inhabitants of Canan- 
daigua are, Thomas Morns, Esq., Mr. 1'helps, Mr. Gorham, (who 
are the greatest land-owners in Cananditi.gua and its neighborhood,) 
and Judge Atwater. I was introduced also to Mr. Greig, from Mor- 
peth, in England — a gentle man reading law with Mr. Morris." 

" The settlement of this town," (Canandaigua.) says Mr. Spafford in 
his Gazetteer, "commenced in 1700, and in 1707 I found it but 
feeble, contending with innumerable embarrassments and difficulties. 
The spring of that year was uncommonly wet and cold. Besides a 
good deal of sickness, mud knee-deep, musquitoes and gnats so thick 
that you could hardly breathe without .-wallowing them, rattle-snakes, 
and the ten thousand discouragements everywhere incident to new 
settlements, — surrounded by these, itt June of that year I saw with 
wonder that these people, ail Yankees from Massachusetts, Connec- 
ticut, and Vermont, were perfectly undismayed, ' looking forward in 
hope, sure and steadfast.' They talked to me of what the country 
would be, by and by, as it were history, and I received it as all fable. 
In order to see the whole power »f the county, a militia muster of 
all the men capable of bearing arms, I waited a day or two to attend 
the training. Major Wadsworth was the commanding officer, and, 
including the men who had guns and those who had not. the boys, 
women, and children, it was supposed that near 200 persons were 
collected. This training, one of the first, was held at Capt. Pitts's, 
on the Honeoye, and lasted all day and all night." 

The following inscriptions are copied from monuments in the grave- 
yard in this place. 
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inn appeared at. Ihfi liar, '.vhoro ho sustained a high character. He earl) 
<■ polilieul ouiliid.; uf liis luhlu1.lt. In whose sr-iwieo he was onjja gr.il iiiii.il ; 
piiori nine. Before his death. Mi, unlive stale will long ri>i-,if«ihev him ns one (if the ear- 
liest and Ldilesl. iidvoeates i.;l' her school foutl liysl.i'iij. for thirteen years ho presided ovc 
the oeneral post-ollieo ihparlir.i'nt, will; y.eal :i.ml usefulness. Hold in design and arden 
" 1, true to his friends and liberal to his adversaries, w:irm in his attachment; 
11 his hiibils, his Mil! \ias eluieared to his assoeialus :lii:I valuable lii mankind. 



.o died Oct. 2Jst, IA2f5, aged 153 years." 



" This is eroded 1o (he memory of the Ho-.. Oliveh I'liEr.-rs., Eiiri., who died 21st of 
Feb. 18119, in tins fill 1.1 1 voar of liis «.<<■:-. He wiss horn in Hie town of Windsor, in (ho 

State of Connecticut On the 1st of April, IL7S5, the deeei-.sed. in company with 

the Hon. Nathaniel Gorhiiin, ll-q.. prirelias-'d of the Common wealth of Massaebnse'ts, 
its pre-emptive right to I lie hinds now ijoiiipiisial in dm counties of Ontario, Steuben, Gen- 
esee, Niagara, Cntiariugiis, Cha'aueue, urn! .Alli^any fn Mareh, 1809, he re- 
moved with his family to liiis plf.ee, where ho resided till his deidh. He was appointed 
tile first .Jndge of ihe eoanly of Ontario, and eleet.ei.l a representor '.ai in congress for die 
utstrio.l " 







The village of Geneva, one of the most beautifully situated places 
in the state, was founded in 1704, by Messrs. Annin and Barton, and 
incorporated m 1812. Distant from Albany 179 miles, 98 from 
Utica, 33 from Auburn, 106 from Buffalo, 16 from Cauaudiugua, 
and 58 N. of Elmira. The Cayuga and Seneca canal connects 
Geneva with the Erie canal at Montezuma, a distance of 20 miles, 
one half canal and one half slack-water navigation. The village is 
situated at the NW. comer of Seneca hike, on l.lio side and summit 
of an eminence 120 feet above the surface of the lake. The princi- 
pal street runs parallel with the lake shore ; the mansion houses on the 
eastern side in the southern part of the village have terraced gardens 
reaching down to the lake. Few, if any places in this country J can 
be selected, which present more attractions for persons retiring from 
business, who wish the enjoyments of a country life, combined with 
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the advantages of social intercourse. The \illaqi: contains about 
480 dwellings, 1 Episcopal, 1 Presbyterian. 2 Methodist, 1 Bnplisl, 
I Associate Ueiorined, \ Reformed Dutch, t Catholic, and 1 Univer- 
salis! church, a bank, with a capital of frlOO.OOO, and 2 newspaper 
printing offices. 

The Geneva college, in this place, was founded by the inhabitants 
and incorporated in 1825, having a president,, a professor of mathe- 
matics and natural philosophy, a professor of the Latin and Greeli 
languages and literature, a professor of statistics and civil engineer- 
ing, a professor of modern languages, history, and belle-Ielters, a profes- 
sor of chemistry and. mineralogy. There is also a medical depart- 
ment, having four professors. " This college was one of the first, if 
not the very first, to adopt those liberal improvements which afford 
the advantages of a scientific and literary education to young men, 
who, from the want of time or inclination, are averse to entering on 
the study of the classics, and who, were no provision made to meet 
the exigency, would be deprived of many advantages to be derived 
from collegiate instruction." The college buildings are situated on 
the summit of the elevation which rises from the hike at the southern 
extremity of Main- street, a site rarely, if ever, surpassed for beauty 
and salubrity. 

The following, relative to the early history of Geneva, is from 
Maude's Travels through this part of the country in 1800. 

11 mi em is shin if ul ilie northwest, exiremily of Beneoa lake. Tt is divided into Upper 
and Lower Town, The iirs!. f s:i:hHsk:ucnls wore on in margin of I bo lake, as beat adapted 
to business; but Crpr. Williamson, siruok with tie pcculii:r brainy of the elevated plain 
which crowns the hlgli liii-ii k of die lake, and too many advantages which it possessed as a 
site for a town, began here i.o lay oli his l: i ..'l,.i..,..-i.ii. p:u:ii. ( .l with and iacing the lake, 
These lots are three quarters of an acre deep, and half nn aero in front, and valued (in 
1800; at $375 por lot. One article in the agreement with Cava. Williamson is, t.liat no 
biii'.oings siial! lio erected on the eusi side of die street, lira' Ibo view of llio into may bo 
kept open. Those who purchase a lot have also ihe option of purchasing sutli kind as lays 
between their lot and liio liikc— a convenience and ndvanrago which 1 suppose few will 
forego — :1ns quantity no: hct;:g grout, and cousisiiu;: ] . )■ i .- : ■: i j j : . 1 1 ■.-- of die doditily of lite bank, 
v. inch, far die uv.sl pari, is not so sleep as to unlit ii lor pa linage or gardens. 

" To give eticov.ivgerniiit to this so '.thine ut, Cap 1 . Wi'-iana-mi btui: a. very large and 
handsome hoiel, and in\i;cd an Fnglishtnan of :he name of Powell to lake tiie superintend, 
ence of it. Capi. Williamson hits uvo moms in ibis boh. I appropriated to himself; and as 
he resides litre the greater part of the your, he lakes ei:re ill at 1'owclj does jv.siiee to lite 
establishment and to his guests. From ibis cause it is, that, as it respeols provisions, 
liquors, beds, and slabling, there are low inns in Amcile.i i qnnl to tiie hotel at Geneva. 
That part of the town where- I he hole I is sin:: red is inn iii'.f d for a public square. At Mile, 
point, a mile south of da; hotel, Cain, Williamson has built a handsome brick house, 
intended for the residence of his brother, who hud aa mlciricu of establishing at Geneva, 

"111 1792, Geneva did not ooniam more than three or four families ; but swell is the 
beauty, salubrity, and eouveniettco of the situation, that i: now consists of at least sixty 
families, and is rapidlv receiving acce-'-ioiis as fie nev.- rn/ddirgs r,-..| liriisned (or their re. 
aeption. There wore at tins time, (lrJiiO.! so! ion i.l Geneva, Mr, and Mrs. Colt, Messrs, 
Johnstone, Hatter, lines, ISogart, and Bookman : three of mese ge nilomen were lawyers. 
Here were also two doctors, two storekeepers, a Naoksinidi, shoemaker, ndlor, batter, hair. 
dresser, saddler, brewer, primer, watchmaker, and caiiini [.make:. A hat made entirely 
of bonver is sold bore for $10. 

"Geneva is supplied will) water oonveyed in ivpcs from a ne'glibocu!: spring, and also 
by wells. From the bote, the. town is olcriiiiuhy supplied wji.ii u grout variety of excellent 
fish. Seneca laite is forty. four mile- long, and from four lo six miles wide. Its greatest 
iepfh is not known ; the wnror is very clear and wholesome ; the bottom is sand and gravel. 
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with a clear sandy lieadi, like 1.1 is* sfiushmv, ami, consequently, not infested with muaqni- 
toea, &c. This lake is navigated by it slo<>[j of fori y tons, n-liicli rans as a packet, and 
carries on a Iraiio liehveen i.ii':;e.v;:. and Cneieimen>v.'n, at the In-.ai! of Hie lake." 

The village of Vienna is beautifully situated at the junction of Flint 
creek and the outlet of Canandaigua lake, on the line of the Auburn 
and Rochester railroad, 6 miles S. of the Erie canal and 14 from Ca- 
nandaigua. It is the principal produce market for the surrounding 
country. There are here 4 churches, an Episcopal female seminary, 
15 stores, 1 printing office, 5 lion ring nulls, which manufacture 37,300 
barrels of flour annually, 2 grist-mills, 5 saw-mills, 5 plaster-mills, 1 
clover-mill, 1 furnace, and many other manufacturing establishments . 
Vienna has a population of 1,400. In the vicinity are inexhaustible 
beds of gypsum, water and quick lime. 



ORANGE COUNTY. 

Orange, an original county, was organized in 1683 ; since modified 
by the subtraction of Rockland county and additions from Ulster coun- 
ty. Greatest length E. and W. 37, greatest breadth N. and S. 30 
miles. Centrally dislu.nl NW, from New York 65, from Albany SE. 
85 miles. On the cast it is bounded by the Hudson, along whose banks 
are some of the inchest mountains o.i the Highlands. Bear mountain 
is 1,350 feet in height, the Crow's Nest 1,418, and Butter Hill 1,530 
feel above tide. The county is exceedingly fertile, and agriculture is 
conducted with great skill. Large quanliiies of sheep and cattle are 
raised. Its butter is celebrated. "In mineral productions thiscounty 
is rich ; there are vast beds oi magnetic iron ore, chiefly in the town of 
Monroe ; in no part of the slate is there, in an equal area, a greater 
quantity of this important mineral ; there is also a bed near the village 
of Canterbury. Besides the above, hematic ore is also found in abun- 
dance, and it will, no doubt, be of great value, wli ether used separately 
or in mixtures with the magnetic ores. There are also several other 
deposites of minerals found here." Walkill river, a large and impor- 
tant mill stream, on which are located extensive manufacturing estab- 
lishments, passes through near the central part of the county, in a 
northerly direction. It rises in New Jersey, and empties into the Hud- 
son near Kingston, in Ulster county. The New York and Erie railroad 
enters the SE. portion of the county and passes fhvouaJi the towns of 
Monroe, Blooming Grove, Goshen, Mmisink, Walkill, .Mount Hope, 
and Deer Park. It is divided into 14 towns : 

Blooming Grove, Goshen, Montgomery, Walkill, 

Cornwall, Hamptouburg, Mount Hope, Warwick, 

Crawford, Minisink, Newburg, 

Deerpark, Monroe, New-Windsor, 
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Ncwburg, tin; half-shire village of Or: in. s>;<.; comity, was originally 
settled by the Palatines from Germany in 1708: it was incorporated 
in 1800. It lies upon the steep acclivity of a hilt rising from the 




Washington'* Ilmd-ijitarhirs, Neiobnrg. 
river to the height of about 300 feet. Being thus situated, the village 
makes a fine appearance when seen from the river. The river mar- 

tin, ahout 000 feet wide, affords spnee for convenient quays and 
ocks. A large business centres hen; from the neighboring counties. 
There are 3 banks, 3 newspaper printing offices, an incorporated 
academv, 8 churches, and about 800 dwellings. The village is 84 
miles from Albany, 61 from New York, 8 from West Point, 10 from 
Poughkeepsio, and 20 miles from Goshen, the other half-shire town. 
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From the upper, terrace of the village there is a fine prospect to the 

S. of West Point, the Crow's -Vest, Butter Hill, and the two Beacon 
mountains f'on the SE. Pol lope's Island ; on the K. the picturesque 
valleys of the Matf.cawan and Wan pinner's creeks, and the village of 
Eiskhill Landing. 

Tlie preceding is n northern view of the old stone house in the south 
part of Newburg village, formerly the quarters of Washington when 
the American army were in cantonment in the vicinity, at the close 
of the revolutionary war. In the spring of 1783, when the troops were 
about to be disbanded, without, their pay, there was great discontent 
among them. At this time an anonymous letter was addressed to 
the officers, artful.] y calculated to excite passion. Il was dated March 
10th, 1783. It was subsequently ascertained, (says Mr. Dunlap,) to 
have been written by Major Armstrong, afterward secretary of war. 

" The author assumes 'ho eiuoaono of ;\ ooi.erno v. iu> had -nilcicd with (hose he ad. 
dressed. He tells them that to be tame in their present situation would be more than 
weakness, find tunsl; rain I'lcm forever, lie bid; llioou ' suspeci the msi;i who would advise 
to more moderation, ami longi r forbearance.' II;:- []iu:i describes ti;c high state in which 
the country has been piueot.l by their services. And says, ' docs this country reward yeu 
with tears of gratilaiie and s r l -, 1 1 1 ■ h oi' admiral ion, or doc. she : j ;sjii;>l(i oil your rights, disdain 
your cries, and instill, your dish-esses 7' He advised tticm to carry tt;i?ir appeal from the 
justice, to the fears of government. ' Assume a holder (one — ^y, fiat the slinkiest huh;! 
nity from congress now most operate like iho grave, ami par: you from thorn forever.' 
That if peace take? place, ' nodiing slii'll sicim-we yoa from your mb but death : if war 
continues, thai you will relue to some unsettled conchy, wiili Washington at your head, 
and mock at the distresses of government/ The insidious expression of conning the aus- 
pices, and inviting iln: directum of rhoir illustrious leader,' was calculated to make the 
army helievc that Washington would ioin liioui in rebellion a;;nir.sl his country, and was 
certaitdy a bold art. lire, coming, as it did, troni one ir. eoe slant com. spoil donee with Gene, 
rill Gates, and ati.nenod to him both by -.Herniation and office. 

" The coriumitider-iii-ehiof noticed the anonymous address in orders, will; iioiu'ed disap- 
probation, and rcciiosteil thai 1.1 ic general and field oiucois, with a proper representation 
from the staff of the army, would assemble on the loih instant, to hear the report of the 
committee deputed by the army to congress. Ties request was seized upon, and rcprc. 
sented in a second pa;n:r ;is giving sauciion to tie; proceedings of 'he officer?, and they 
were called upon to net with energy. On '.he I.">:ii of March, the eouimrmdcr.in.ehicf ad. 
dressed the convention of officers, (Ge'io'nl ! ialos le in;- 'he eiifiirmen,: ir. the language of 
truth, feeling, and affec:io:i, lie uvcrlhrew nil the aniiices of iho anonymous writer and 
his friends, one of the principal of whom sat in ilio chi.ii-. \V'ii«h : ii;_--.oii nolieod the advice 
to umrk for mtuji-ifimi tin-, ma it iditi utti-trtt! recoiinitihd. luodrrnliou. .11 o feelingly spoke oi' 
his own constant alitoiion, from the commencement of the war, to bio wauls and sulfer. 
ings of the army, anil then poiuioa out the dreadful en use or. cue* e of following the advice 
of the anonym m,s writer, cither In drum !./■, ■■'.■■ .<■;,-,. ■-■:'>■ .^..oo.v' ihtdr rjiiaitrij, or retire, if 
war continues, fioi'i tin: ilnfi-.rir.c of nil thrij hold. dear. 1 le calls to uiii.o liio scenes in which 

they had acted log":ilicr. nm.l p edge? himself le unoosl exertion lor obtaining jns'icc to 

his fellows in arm;. lie; requests than to rely on the promise of congress. He said, ' I 
conjure you, in tee name of o.tr common country, as yot; value your own sacred honor, its 
you respect the rights of huuifiui'y, to express your inmost horror and th re?' ill ion of the man 

who wishes, under any speci oils pre ices, to overturn the liberties of your country; and 

who wickedly attempts Io open the llooilyirlc of civil disconi, ami .it luge ■ 'lie rising empire 



New Windsor was organWr] in 1788. It has an uneven surface, 
renerally fertile and well cultivated. Pop. 2.482. The village of New 
iVindsor, said to be the oldest village in the county, is situated about 
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] NewLwg, rind lies at tlie confluence of Chaw- 
e Hudson. The bead-quarters of Washington was 



iJU'-i'^v^-":"^ rJ:hiftfe 



Birthplace of Jk; Witt Clinton, New Windsor, 

"DeWittCunton whs born In the village of New Windsor, March 2d, 1769. His 

paternal ancestors were, of Norman ori;:i:i. Dip ;-|■iila■:l'i■.:i|.■L■, Mr. Charles Clinton, at 
the head of a corny-aLiiy of a-sof;ini:cs, emlgrat-d miti luda.id in 17;!!). mid settled in this 
town. His father, General James Clinton, was a brave and use Jul officii in Iho French 
and Indian wars, and in the ]-L!vo'..iiio.'ia:-y .-irniinlo. A sl.ott iin:« previous to the vevoln. 
tionhc married Miss Mary I>e Will, a laity of Dutch df'sceui. The fiuilof this union were 
lour sons, of tvhotn Dc Wilt wee tlit second. Ilia t may cduet;rion was iu'.rusicd to I he care 
of the Rev. Mr. Moffat, (he pastor of the Prcshytefhtn church in Little Britain. At the age 
of thirteen lie was transferred to an academy at Kington, then conducted by Mr. John 
Addison. Her" lie ivmainiic! two years, wlieu hi- etiiered ine junior class of Columbia col- 

Facsimile uf l)e IVilt Clinton's niirimture. 

lege. At this instil mi; in in-- ctntrrhhir: I:::iim- I' i;' :i :.olu:h;r, ni.d chist d hi;- academic ca- 
reer in 178S, when he received the usual degree of bachelor of arts, rnking, at the com- 
mencement, the hirrltest honor which ihe iusiiiu'iori could bestow. He thereupon com- 
meiteed the study of ihe :mv under Samuel Jones, Ife;., a cclcornieil oniutsollnr. After re. 
ceiving the iisiml licences Of degrees in bis profcsMnn, iie nil' abrttpliy called from the fur- 
ther cultivation of the punjtiii by circunislruiees. nri-ii'.::- from lite ^ituaiior. of political affairs 
in the state. " The ttcrms of the Iwo great pnitiis tvlrch have since divided the country, 
were, at that time hef/inning to qipcar. Hi- circle, Reer/re Clinlci:, then governor of the 
stale, was assailed by a cotnMnntioiL of a linos! a' I the tale his of that section of the country, 
and pamphlels and newspaper essays were [toured 1:110:1 ibti [addle, with no restrained pro. 
fusion. Mr. Clin'mi, relbiLpilshiriL- evert' other phrsut!, enicce.il warm'y and eNclusii'tdy into 
ihe vindication of (lie con cL.-c-t ancl eilticlplos of his uncle ; and it is believed that the 
greater part of the controversial poillies on the t.nti. federal i.r tlrmricreiio side was man. 
sated by him durint; this period of lurr.i'.curo. I'fo oor.tltiurc: wiib Li- uncle as his secreta- 
ry during his administration, which ended in IVflil. Mr. Clinton had been honored while 
with his uncle with 1:10 otricc of score taty of tin: 'University, and of the Board of For ti fie a. 
lions of New York. Upon the retirement of ihe g-oveincr be also withdrew from public 
life. But his efforts as an individual, in railyio.tr and s 11 p peril rig the party of which ho 
might then have hoi n considered the leader, were 001 for a. moment remitted. To do this 

with effect, however, ii see d neoes-ary rhsi ho should In: jiltieed i.i a p. talis station ; and 

accordingly, in 11' lift, ne was elected ;i member of die assembly fret a die oily of New York, 
and in 18(H) was chosen a senator fro:-i the southern di.-'ilet. and a metitber of the council 

34 
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of appointment. From the senate of this state, by a , ; oi:it ballot of both brandies of (he 
legislature, he wais eleeiod to a seat in tnc senate of '.lie United Slates, where ho look an 
active interest in the concerns of the country, in relalian to tiie ciiroiences then etdslmg 
with llie Spanish auihonlios til New Orleans. Mis continuance in Ilia' august body, how. 
ever, was short, as on receiving mo eppaiuimciit of mayor of New Yurie m October, 1803, 
it became necessary t'ntl lit: siiatilti resittr: it, mo duties of tbe two oilier* iieing by law in- 
comp alible. This oilier, ne hrdti by successive appointment, will) ilie exception of tweuty- 
Iwo months, until ISIS. iW.wa'.hstamli.ag t!:e political ciiatigo in lite state in 1813, such 
was the public confidence in him, lliat be w-as continued in office curing die exciling pe. 
riod of the late war. When resident ."iiar.iis ; iu received a nouhititt: m tor a second term, 
Clinton was put in opposiiiou, and received S'.) eiectorr.l vines ; while Madison was elected 
by 123. Clinton early he-came a stivng partisan in favor of me Hrie naital, and it is owing 
lo the bold stand which he took in favor of this great enterprise that his popularity in a 
measure was owing. In the summer of IblO, bo wont on a tour with other c oi in uiesi oners 
for exploring the route of tins work. This country was then comparatively a wilderness, 
and there was not a iio.se where the city of Rochester now stands. In tbe spring of 
1815 he was superseded in his olf.ee of mayor, and deprived of tdt his public employments 
except that of canal commissioner. In 1317, be was elected governor of I he stale, which 
station he held until llie Commencement of llie year lfi33. in the autumn of 1822, he do, 
dined another noinbiaiioo, and returned to the pursuits of piiiale life, holding only tbe 
ofEoe of canal commissioner; from wine!-, be ivts removed in li;e -prim; of 1821 by an 
overwhelming vole of the legislature. At the time of litis vote, he had for fourteen years 
been steadily engaged in prontolmg the ca:.-e of too intoriir.l navigaiiou of llie slate, and 
whether in or out of oilico, had looeimc on compensation tor these services. The news of 
his removal had no sooner reaoliei.i (be principal towns in the state, than large meetings 
were held to oxprt-s do.- pop tlar inciguaiion at (bis nieastire. In tbe city of j\ew York, 
not less (ban 10,1)1)1) person,, as-cmblec at. the fail, among w-hom ivi re some of his strong 
political opponents. The consequence was, Iliac the people relinked tiiis vote in a most 
emphatic manner ,-lx months aiierwarii by electing bi::i thi.-:r governor, and by the largest 
rnnjuritv ever previous''- known it: tint stale, at a contostco eleciien ; wlacli ofiiee he held 
until his death. When the success of the canal policy was made apparent, other slates 
eagerly embarked it: similar citicrprises, and he was iuvilee to vist' Ponnsylvania mid Ohio, 
to give tbe aid of bis bi'di authority lo titeir projects of ititerua! improvement. When the 
canal connecting the Ohio with Lake Firie wits commenced, lo hmi was assigned ihe com. 
pltmem of removing the first earth of liie excavation. His journey tiiiotigh (but state, like 
the progress of Lat'ayelte, was one continued triumph. His popularity extended to all 
ciasres. Tite ntuciianis of Now Y.nk of at: aoli-ioid parties, giidcf,: fa 1 his exertions in 
behalf of the canal, rani sensible of in inlliienee nn.at their prosperity, presented htm with 
two large and rich silver vases. De Wit; Clinton tiled sodrjemy on the llt.li of February, 
1823, aged oil years. Titis event east a gloom throttgirott tbe stale, and m public meet, 
itigs expressions were sent forth of heartfelt sorrow. Although placed in circumstances 
where most men wottai nave e.cemnuiated unnottmlod riebes, he mauifostcd an utter indif. 
fereticc to money, and died in honorable poverty. liven the piate presented to him by the 
merchants of New York was e. posed to sale after bis death. 

'- Clinton was possessed of the sterner virt.to--, uinl would not -a en; ice feeiing to princi- 
ple. Although a nran i :::■:. nt mason, his stand tit relation to the anti-action of .Morgan is in 
character. " The she till' of one of tbe homier enuttties was accused oi participation in 
this abduction. The governor ■orik-.vidi propc-midcd a series of written iutei rogatories re., 
lative to his agency ii: liie Iransaeiiort, and on bis refasai to answer, issued a proclamation 
removing hirn from office. This person, it is lo be rccohoe|,.d, was ins sleadfasl friend and 
political supporter j but he would not allow any persona! eonsideiaiians to weigh agttinst 
the public interesl. In an interview- which lite removed snerilT.sot.gbl, be said, 'Strong as 

is my attachment to you, I will, if y are guilty, exert myself lo have yon punished to llie 

extent of the laws.' To winch liie Iron:: 'tag ctdprb replied in fab e ting tones, ' 1 have done 
nothing worthy of chains or death,' I'uii.ic ni;.;,t Air.eiieau statesmen, Clitil.on wais de. 
voted to literary and -cieirilic pursttiis, and was an etiicien; patron of iearniiig. His wri- 
ting- olaee him hi, tb in tlie ranks of science. 

" Clinton's person, in his youth tmti early manhood, was remarkable for ils masculine 
beauty, and as years no van; ed as.s:.rm..d a majesiie chai-neior. If- -i autre was upwards of 
six feet, straight and finely proportioned, fits eyes Mere a dark hazel, approaching to 
blaclt, and higidy ettpressii-e ; itis hair brown ; bis complexion ciear, and more florid than 
usual among Americans ; his taeib fine, giving a peculiar grace to itis smile; bis nose 
shandy aniline. His labhs of relieviun ant; close sttay were inaritrt! in tbe ordinary ex- 
pression of his couutcnaitee, which, con'roiled at mi early period of his life to the gravity 
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hi: corn in J 1 the mii^tnite mui (hi: «-na1or, 3.1 :■ s -.« i - - 1 n r.-'tl llu ;:pp''i;raii'.':r uf scriocsut'ss almost 
[i;.iprl);-i(;lii!lT to ulisieiity. Wlli-H spKiihij; i;: piihiic, hov.-i'V'.T, his face expressed, will] the 
utmost (iesib:"!y. the varyhij; cirjuriiuis 11) nljii.::i his words f;;i.v« vent ; while in the inler- 
eoursc of priviite life ami ii: lamiiiar e.oiiviT.'iiia.in, llu; i'rn-.'ity v.hidi rcsl.'d o:, his features 
when not exciied, [n.-vc iv:;y 011 oecas;o:i to plriyfiiiiir-ss ami tnirtJi." lie truly cvbibite.d 
the picture of a ' jri-eat mm:. ;-;: elc^a^l. ami pnil.Mi::.! s'rl:u!:;r, and a practical citizen — a 

1 of i:-M.iT!= 1:1111 rh« %v(ir.i'. ii::(1 i.i (\i;:iae!< [■ uf iictii-o n-orl.li lo the present generation 

and of solid a: i; :n-:- "l- *■ !v.i:i1.:ijfi! i'> [):>sli:ril.v.' " 



'-"■■ 



: .:.'..■■■■.. .:..■■ 



I- Urate? 7/ wen; of Uiu pnhhc hiti/dings ui Goshen. 

Goshen, the half-shire village of Orange county, was founded in 
1722, and incorporated in 1809 ; the first court was holden in 1727, 
It is 20 miles W. from Newburg, 60 from New York, and 100 S. from 
Albany. It contains a bank, 2 newspaper printing offices, 2 academies, 
(1 for males and 1 for females,) and about 60 or 70 dwellings. In the 
annexed engraving, [lie old stone courthouse, which was built about the 
commencement of the revolutionary war, is seen on the left : about the 
time of its erection the king's arms were affixed over the door, but the 
revolutionary excitement was so great at this place, that these royal 
emblems were, destroyed the first night after they were set up. The 
Episcopal church and the female academy are seen on the left. The 
Presbyienan church is seen near the centra] part of the engraving. 

Middle town, 7 miles NW. of Goshen, is a thriving village on the line 
of the New York and Erie railroad. It contains IS emu-ches and a bank. 

Montgomery village, on the E. bank of the Walkill, 10 miles N. 
from Goshen, contains about 150 dwellings, 3 churches, and an incor- 
porated academy. Walden is a manufacturing village of about 75 
dwellings, 1-1 miles NE. from Goshen. " The ilnnciw.d hinds" of Or- 
ange county lie along the Walkill creek, in the towns of Minisink, 
Warwick, and Goshen. These lands, when drained, are productive. 

West Point is romantically situated on the west bank of the Hudson 
river, 52 miles from iVew York, and 04 from Albany. It is the site of 
the United Slates Military Academy, established by an act of Congress 
m March, 1802; and the land ceded to the United States government 
by the state of New York in 1826. 
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S'orlhern view of West i 



" West. Point is a spot of peculiar interest. It has been hallowed 
by the footsteps of a Washington, a Kosciusko, and a Lafayette ; it 
is consecrated by a. nation to the Spartan-like training of a few de- 
voted sons from every state of our wide-spread union : nor less sa- 
credly secluded by nature as the scene of retirement and study; it 
seems alike calculated to please the pensive sage and the aspiring 
youthful soldier; while even female loveliness vouchsafes to paint its 
memories in lines of hope and brightness, as ' ike boast of a glory hal- 
lowed land:' 

' Bright arc (ho momenta link'd with theo, 
TJa;it.f cf ii ;;!iuy Ji.-i.Jo wist] land ; 
IIopo of U'.c Viiliaii! iind the free, 

1-! [.■!;, f. of difir yu'.i;^ii.il s ■.'..;■.,■ '■:.■■■'.■ 

"The view of West Point as you enter the Mountain Gap, alter 
you leave Newburg, is delightful. On (he left isCoz/ens' hotel; beyond 
it ore the academic halls, barrncks, chapel, ecc appropriated to the 
cadets; and on the right, are the comfort nine dwellings occupied by 
the officers of the academy. On the left, at the angle of the plain, 
are traces of Fort Clinton; and on the right, towering far above 
Camptown, (the suburb occupied by soldiers and citizens,) stands Fort 
Putnam, on mount. Independence, venerable in its ruins — ' stern monu- 
ment of a sterner age,' which survived the attempts of treason and 
the assaults of bravery, only to yield its hallowed materials to the 
desecration of a rapacious owner. Of the three monuments which 
now meet your eye, the one on the right and nearest to you, on a 

Srojecting tongue of hind bordered with thick groves, is the Cadet's 
Ionument, erected to the memory of the deceased officers and 
cadets of the academy. It cost $12,000. The centre one, near the 
flag-staff, is a cenotaph, erected by Gen. Brown to the memory of 
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Colonel Eleazer D. Wood, an early ar.il distinguished graduate of the 
academy, who fell at the sortie of Fort Brie, in 1814. And the 
monument on the left, over the levelled redoubt or citadel of Fort 
Cliiilon, is sacred to Kosciusko." 

The military academy was established by act of congress, in 1802. 
It was not however until 1812, that it was placed on an efficient 
basis, sufficient to meet the wants of the country. The number 
of applicants for cadet appointments is very great. In selecting 
these, the descendants of revolutionary officers are considered as 
having peculiar claims to notice. The ratio of appointments is about 
three for each congressional district in lour years, and on an average 
only about one third of those who enter graduate. The age of ad- 
mission is limited from sixteen to twenty-one years ; and the acquire- 
ments necessary are an acquaintance with reading, writing, and 
the elementary pHncrpks of arithmetic. There arc generally here 
about 250 cadet* who are instructed by no less than 34 gentlemen, 
themselves graduates of (lie institution. 

" The months of July and August in each year are devoted solely 
to military exercises ; for which purpose the cadets leave the bar- 
racks and encamp in tents on the plain, under the regular police and 
discipline of an army in time of war. For this purpose, the cadets 
are organized in a battalion of four companies, under the command 
of the chief instructor of tactics and his assistants. The corporals 
are chosen from the third class, or cadets who have been present one 
year ; the sergeants from the second class, who have been present 
two years ; and the commissioned officers, or captains, lieutenants, 
&c, are selected from the first class, or highest at the academy. AH 
the other cadets Jill the ranks as private soldiers, though necessarily 
acquainted with the duties of officers. In rotation they have to per- 
form the duty of sentinels, at all times, day or night, storm or sun- 
shine, in camp, and evenings and meal-times, in barracks. Cadets 
who have been present two one; imp men Is, are ailowed, if their con- 
duct has been correct, to be absent the third, on furlough. The 
drills or military exorcises, consist in the use of the musket, rifle, can- 
non, mortar, howitzer, sabre, and rapier, or broad and small sword ; 
fencing, firing at targets, &c, evolutions of troops, including those of 
the line; and the preparation and preservation of all kinds of ammu- 
nition and materials for war. The personal appearance of the corps 
of eadets cannot fail to attract admiration ; especially on parade or 
review. The uniform is a gray coatee, with gray pantaloons in 
winter, and white linen in summer. The dress cap is black, with 
dark pompoon. The splendid band of music, which, under Willis, 
made hill and valley ring with notes of 'linked harmony long drawn 
out,' though changed, still pleases; and under its new leader, pro- 
mises soon to deserve its former renown, as the best in our country. 

" The cadets return from camp to barracks on the last of August, 
and the remaining ten months of the academic year are devoted to 
their arduous studies. The ceremony of striking the tents and march- 
ing out of camp is so imposing, as to be well worth an effort of the 



Hosted byG00gk 



visiter to be present on that occasion. On the previous evening, the 
camp is brilliantly illuminated ; mid being enlivened with music, danc- 
ing, and bevies oi' beautiful strangers, presents quite a fiiiry scene. 

" For the sake of more full instruction, each class is divided into 
several sections, each having a separate instructor. Thus each cadet 
is called upon, at almost every recitation, to explain a considerable 
portion of the lesson ; for the morning recitations generally occupy 
two hours each. The written or delineated demonstrations, are ex- 
plained on a black-board in the presence of the whole section. 

"The studies of the first year- are algebra, geometry, descriptive 
geometry, trigonometry, and the French language. All the mathe- 
matical studies are practically taught and applied to numerous pro- 
blems not in the books ; on the resolution of which greatly depends 
the reputation and standing of each rival candidate for pre-eminence. 
The studies of the second year, are the theory of shades, shadows, 
and perspective, practically illustrated ; analytic geometry, with its 
application to conic sections ; the integral and differential calculus, or 
science of fluxions ; surveying and mensuration ; the French lan- 
guage, and the elements of drawing, rhetoric, grammar, geography, 
and topography with the pen. This completes the course of mathe- 
matics, and also of French, which the cadets learn to translate freely 
as a key to military science, but which few of them speak fluently. 

" The third year is devoted to a course of natural philosophy, in- 
cluding mechanics, optics, electricity, magnetism, and astronomy; 
together with chemistry, and sketching landscapes with the pencil. 

" The fourth and last year is appropriated to the study of artillery 
and infantry tactics ; the science of war, and fortification, or military 
engineering ; a complete course of civil engineering, embracing the 
construction of roads and bridges, railroads and canals, with the im- 
provement of rivers and harbors, Arc. &. ; a course of mineralogy, 
geology, and military" pyrotechny ; together with moral philosophy, 
and national and constitutional law. 

" To test the progress of the cadets in these studies, semi-annual 
examinations are held, commencing on the first Mondays of January 
and June ; at the latter of which a board of visiters, a.ppointed by the 
secretary of war, is present, to make a critical official report of the 
state of the academy. The examination of all the classes usually 
occupies about a fortnight, and is very severe ; but still is not con- 
sidered the full test of individual proficiency. Kach instructor makes 
a weekly class report, on which is recorded the daily performance 
of each cadet ; those who excel being credited J!, and those who fail 
entirely marked 0. These marks are accessible to the cadets from 
week to week, and stimulate their exertions : finally, they are summed 
up at the end of the term, and laid before the academic staff and 
visiters ; so that the standing of each cadet is influenced not only by 
his examination, but by all his previous recitations. A certain pre- 
scriptive proficiency being required of the cadets in each branch, 
those who fall below this limit are necessarily discharged from the 
service. Averaging the last ten years, where a class of one hundred 
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enters the academy, it is reduced to about seventy at the end of sis 
months, sixty at the end of one year, fifty at the end of two years, 
and forty at the end of three years; not more than about thirty-five 
graduating. 

" There is a general merit-roll of every class, made out at the end 
of each academic year ; the merit of each cadet being expressed by 
a number denoting his proficiency or acquirements. But the final 
standing of each cadet, on which depends his rank in the army, is 
determined by the sum of bis merit, in all the different branches ; and 
this depends not only on his acton 1 proficiency in any branch, but also 
on its relative importance. This latter is thus estimated at present by 
the academic staff, viz : Conduct 300 ; engineering ffOO ; mathematics 
300 ; natural philosophy BOO ; chemistry and mineralogy 200 ; rheto- 
ric, ethics, and. law 200 : infantry tactics 200; artillery 100 ; French 
100 ; and drawing 100. Hence the individual who should excel in all 
the branches, wouid be credited, with 2,100 on the final merit-roll ; hut 
no more than three or four such instances have ever occurred at the 
academy. The eadet. in each class having the greatest sum of merit 
is placed first on the roll, and so onward ; and he who is deficient in 
only one single branch is discharged, or else turned back another year 
to receive a second probation." — Hunt's Letters about the Hudsan, 

The graduates of the military academy are entitled by law to a 
preference over other applicants for commissions in the army. On 
graduating they receive the commissions of brevet, second lieuten- 
ants, and are subsequently promoted on the occurrence of v; 
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" Ttumretrs KfSi-iL"s:ia, ai.i'cliicf.T in ibe American evolutions ry war, was horn in Li- 
thuania, in 1756, of an ancient and nobly fiyiiil;', and educated al the military schnoi of 
Warsaw. He afterward studied in France. He came to America, recommended by 
Franklin to Washington, bv whom ho was annoitued a:t aid. He was also i'ppo;iit(ji.l an 
engineer with the rank of colonel, in Oct., 1776. He f.iiiiiH file camp of Gen. Gates in 
his campaign af-niiiM U'.u-,:oyiA., aad was alierwaid s'-nt to West Point, to erect the works 
there. He was lib/My os'r.enuo br.il; by American a:;d rreneb nll'.cers. He was admitted 
a member of the Cincinnati, and received :hc thanks of can.aci'S for his services. At the 
close of tlie revoimiouary war, sis returned to his native ci-uuiry, arid was made inavr.irc. 
neral under 1'oniatowski. I I t II 1 efforts 

were destroyed by [he miserable conduct, of the Polish diet. In ihc tuouih of April, 1794, 
on the breaking on! of a new revoAaii.Ht, he wa, made aeretalii^m-.o, wf.h 'he power of a 
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dictator. He manajrod v.-Lii: -rivi!'. adtiress mid bravery, until thrj lilih or" October, when 
beiinj overpowered ;uid wonru;i::l, In; w,is made prisoner, and carried 10 fit. Petersburg. 
He was kept in c ■ j j j ti j i !_> l -i 11 r 1 1 unci: this death of Cai lir.vii i ■■, win? ji ho was relieved by Paid, 
loaded wiiii honeis, and offered employment in the liiis.siaii i-ervioo, which he declined. It 
is said that when the emperor pn-si nted him wiili Ills own sworn, Kosciusko told him, ' i 
no longer need n sword — I have no longer a country.' Jn 1797, he visited the United 
States, and received a gvaui. [Vo.ii hoiierss tor his services. In the baler pan. of his life he 
retired to Switzerland, whore he died m Oei. iu, 1317. His r.::i:iiiM were taken to Cra. 
cow. and it public funeral made lor ..in: at Warsaw, n here almost divine honors were paid 
him." — Eiteyi-LojHil-iii Americana. 



■ - 



..Ancient vino of West Point, 

[The above view of Wen Point as ii apiv'erod duiiuii- :! -volet' on, i- c a pied [rem a ttlate 

inthe Nov,- Y"orii Magazine, piio.is.i.'d ir i?t.i.l. ,V .-;;.'■■ o.v.<; ( .,o A. i ■■mstiiuiian Island, on the 
east side of the river. !i. A eitaio. ■!-"«') vaids 'u kmou. von oh me across ihc liudson. C, Fort 
Chiton, inc principal :brl, and luioudid for the dcf.ncc o:';he river aLa met any nav;n force.] 

" After the capiere of forts "Washington and Lcc, durin;; the rcvohn.ian, the Briissli as- 
cended the liver freely in their armed ships, liur i:i the execution ot Washington's design 
of shutting up the enemy m _\cw i'ork, by the assistance of the Fr< rich naval and military 
forces, ii became nece-saiy to exclude him iioi-.i the Hudson. Skilful engineers sent out 
by the French monarch, Hi 1 octet; West Foiii! as iln: m.osl mlvamai'cous position for com. 
mantling the river. The hill, composed o: huge crags u;;d blocks of stone, fantastically 
heaped by nature, proi nicies to liie middh' of the river, impelling its waters to the opposite 
In; ii!;, arid -la-o.wing Slit: criatrncl to less than k:;lf a miie in width. 

" The irlili" srleeted for tire lor'ress, res's agaiuM a lefty ridge broken into small emi. 
nonces, that form a species of air.pau !]:■;■; re, ■.■.;,, I mri below by the river. It rises in terra. 
ces, the first of which is verv narrow, and nearlv lev si will lire viver ; the seeond, approach, 
able by a steep ascent of til or UO feet, ana The ilunl, rising 1S3 fee! above the water, 
spreads into a plnteini of more than a mile in tiro turns tern: c, on which the principal works 
were construe: on ; 'he ebief of whieh, was Fort Clin tan. The deeiivily is exceedingly steep 
ueariy all around, and the only side on which die enceinte was accessible, was thickly 
palisaded, and defended by ban cries. .An escalade, the sale mode of cm-vying the works, 
was subjected to cxireme hazard. There were si vera! redoubts upon die eminences, which 
commanded 1'orr Chiron, of which Fort J.'uimiio was dm most important. These covered 
each other, and the garrison and armnuuiliou s'nrcs wore ander bomb proof casements. 
The works partly hewn in die rock, and parlly cor.strocied of ciiotmous trunks of trees, 
felled on the spot, eoninranieatirtT by deliles, foirricd a gronp of storigholds. connected by 
a common system of defence. The upper forts were secured from assault by the rugged. 
ness of the ground, thick woods, and numerous ev'.»,o;\. vbydi made the transport of artil- 
lery impraciic; hie, whilni they gave full protection to the lower ones. 
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" But, another work besides these impreL'mdeo iorthi cation i, wns necessary to the com- 
mand of the river. Constitution IsliLiid <i:vL:l^» Urn ini! oi' itm Unit on unequally, at the 
bund round Hip Point : (In- western branch be:n;; a marsiiy shadow. The island, a mass 
of rock, whs defends! liy haiie.-ics on a level wjI.Ii the water, ami the idaein formed in tha 
rock, bade rleiianee In t.reaobes. A heavy chain cramped into the rocks at either eod.sup- 
porlcil hv buoys, stretdied acru.-s tfie au^lc made by the river, anil formed an eil'colnnl bar. 

"The great object of the works on both sides, was to protect this chain. IV '-lit y pieces 
of heavy ordnance, 'ii-chaia'aiii.' cr^P", menaced loose v. ;io si, a aid attempt to cut a link, and 
would have ineviud.iiy .sunk their bouts. If a vessel, iron leaked, impelled by wind and 
tide, should attempt it. Itio chain movinii on a roller v.muhi in-nv,- slack, mid the shuck, thus 
broken, would be Ejraln strained to iis liue tension, uiid (he vessel, tinaieu aside, must bo 
stranded on one or the other shore, and remain e.uioscii to tin- lire of the batteries, which 
might hi- poured upon all points of the Strait. Tbr.o ions, pro'.id.'d with necessary muni- 
lions, were defended hv fear thousand men. They had been built in the course of a single 
ost without cost ; the soldiers who lahoretl at them received no pay, and the 
.njrineers super'. iiteml::!;';, in the minutes! lii-taii, the execution o: '.heir own plans, 
.. . 10 emolument whatever. This post was much desired by the British commanders, 
and its smrerider wiis to have been the iirsl. fruit of AmoitVs treason." — Otiniim's Hazel. 

The name of Little Britain is given to a district of about 4 miles 
square, in Hamptonburg and New Windsor, settled in 1732 by Col. 
Charles Clinton, (the progenitor of the distinguished family of Clinton,) 
and his associate emigrants from Ireland. 

" George Clinton, 
the youngest son of Col. 
Charles Clinton, was 
born in Orange county, 
July 15, 1739. His ed- 
ucation was superin- 
tended by his father, a 
gentleman of a highly 
cultivated mind, assist- 
ed by a minister of the 
gospel, named Daniel 
Facsimile of Charge Clinton'* lignatun. Thain, who had been 

educated at the university of Aberdeen. He evinced at an early age 
that spirit of activity and enterprise which marked his after life. Du- 
ring what was called the French rear, he left his father's house, and 
entered on board of a privateer, which sailed from the port of New 
York; and after encortiuei'ing great hardships and perils, returned 
home, and immediately accepted a lieutenancy in a company com- 
manded by his brother James. He was present at the capture of Fort 
Frontenac, now Kingston, where the company to which he belonged 
behaved with great gallantry. After the usual time of study he was 
admitted to the bar,"and practised with much success in his native 
county, until his election to the colonial assembly, where he became 
the head of the whig party, or minority, and uniformly opposed the 
arbitrary course of the government. He was chosen, April 22d, 1775, 
a delegate to the continental congress ; and in 1776, he was appointed 
brigadier-general of Ulster county, and some time after, a brigadier in 
■the army of the United States. At the first election under the consti- 
tution of the state, which was adopted April 20, 1777, he was chosen 
both governor and lieutenant-governor. Having accepted the former 
office, the latter was filled bv Pierre Van Cortlandt. He continued in 
35 
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the chief magistracy of the state during six. terms, or 18 years, when 
he declined a re-election. In consequence of the great number of to- 
nes who resided in i he state of _\cw l'ork, and i;s distracted condition, 
the situation of Governor Clinton \v\i more arduous and important than 
any other in the Union, save thai of the commander-in-chief. He, 
however, behaved Willi the greatest energy, not only as chief magis- 
trate, but as an actual head of the militia ; and for a long time resisted 
the altacks of the whole British army, commanded by Sir Henry Clin- 
ton. By a vigorous exertion of anlhoriiy, in the impressment of flour, 
on an important occasion, he preserved the army from dissolution, 
His conduct at the storming of the forts Montgomery and Clinton, in 
October, 1777, was particularly praiseworthy. He was greatly instru- 
mental in crushing the insurrection uncer Shays, which took place in 
Massachusetts, in 17S7. 

" Governor Clinton was unanimously chosen president of the con- 
vention which assembled at Pnuglikccpsie June 17, 1788, to deliber- 
ate on the new icneral constitution, .Viler remaining five years in 
private life, he was elected a member of the slate legislature, at a time 
when the country was in an agitated and critical condition, and it is 
affirmed that his influence was (he principal cause of the great politi- 
cal revolution which Look place in 1801. At that period he was also 
induced again to accept Ike station of governor, and aller continuing" in 
that capacity for three years, he was elevated to the vice-presidency 
of the United States, a dignity in which he continued until his demise at 
Washington, April 20, .181.2. fie married Cornelia Tappan, of Kings- 
ton, Ulster county, by whom he had one son and five daughters. 

" Tim i'oiloiyiuir aueedol.es are related oi his I'tierey and decision : — ' At I in! conclusion nf 
the rev ol nt ion- nr-,' war, ivluai odiinv against tin.' uirics was tin order of the day, a British 
officer was placed on a carl, in the city of Xciv York, to lie tarn d and leathered. This 
was the signal of violence- and assassn:a1inn. Governor Clinton, ;l! this moment, rushed in 
among tlh! mob with a drawn sward, and rescued I lie victim at l.-ic risk oi' hi? life.' ' Some 
years after, a furious iissvolihi ■;■!.' o: nein/e r:t:-ll.-r.-l .t!. called the doctors' mnh, and raged 
through New York, ivil.li the inl (anion o: killiiiji i:ie citr/ei:- of that city, and pnllijigdown 

their houses, on ace it of their hnvbff dug up bodies for dissection. The violence of this 

mob intimidated the local mains: rales. Governor I'ilnion I'orlniLately a;>|>earcd in person, 
called out the mililir;, unt.1 rpslu-etl ;>eaco In I lie eily.' No discharged the- functions of vice- 
president with great dignity. It was by his ousting; vol e while in that station, that the re- 
newal of the bank charter was negatived. Li private life, he was kind and amiable, and 
warm in his frUmdsihps ; as a pabiic mini, he is ciitilied In ii'snt'Clfnl remembrance." 



ORLEANS COUNTY. 

Orleans county was taken from Genesee in 1824. it is 24 miles 
long E. and W., and IS miles broad X. and S. It is centrally distant 
from Albany 257, and from New York 302 miles. The summit of 
the mountain ridge extenus across the county at an elevation of about 
340 feet above Lake Ontario. Parallel with this, on the alluvial way, 
runs the ridge road. With these- exceptions, the face of the country 
is generally level. The soil, mostly clay and argillaceous loam, is 
highly ferlile, Grain is raised in considerable quauuiies. The Erie 
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canal passes centrally through the county. The whole county was 
included in the grant to Massachusetts. The towns of Barre, Carl- 
ton, Gaines, Ridgc-way, Shelby, and Yates belonged to the Holland 
Land Company ; while Murray, Clarendon, and Kendall belonged to 
the Pulteney estate. The county was chiefly settled by New Eng- 
enders, and is divided into 9 towns, viz : 

Barre, Gaines, Ridge way, 

Carlton, Kendall, Shelby, 

Clarendon, Murray, Yates. 




View of the public buildings in Albion. 
Albion, founded in 1823 by Nchcmiah Ingersoll and George Stan- 
dart, Jr., the county seat of justice, incorporated in 1828, lies near the 
centre of the county upon the .Erie canal ; from Albany, by the canal, 
305, from Rochester 35, from Buffalo 58, from Lockport 38 miles. 
The annexed view was taken from the door of the Baptist church. 
The first building on the rijrht, a large brick strucUiro, is the Albion 
Female Seminary; ihc small building in the centre of the engraving, 
as the county clerk's office. The building u'illi a cupola is the court- 
house, and the one partially seen in the rear, the jail. There are in 
the village 1 Presbyterian, 1 Baptist, and 1 Methodist church, the 
Orleans county bank, 2 weekly newspaper offices, and about 230 
dwellings, many of them large, neat, and commodious. The surround- 
ing country abounds in fruit. Medina is situated on the Erie canal, 
10 miles W. of Albion, at the junction of the Oak Orchard creek, 
which is used as a feeder : the village contains upwards of 100 dwell- 
ings and 5 churches. 



OSWEGO COUNTY. 

Oswego county was taken from Oneida and Onondaga counties in 
1816 ; centrally distant from New York NW. 295, and from Albany 
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150 miles. Greatest length E. and W. 37 miles, greatest breadth N. 
and S. 30 miles. The surface is level- upon the west, south, and 
southeast; in the interior rolling, and in the north rising into hills. 
The soil generally is of a medium quality, some of it highly fertile, 
better adapted to grass than grain. With the exception of the Oswego 
river there are no large streams. " The towns west of the Oswego 
river constituted a pari of the military tract. The towns east of the 
river constitute a part of ' Scriba's patent.' These lands were origin- 
ally granted to Nicholas Roosevelt, of New York, who not complying 
with the terms of sale, they were sold to George Scriba, a native of 
Germany, and at that time a merchant in New York. The town of 
Richland, a large part of Volney, about one half of Scriba, and the 
town of Vienna, in the county of Oneida, upon a sale of part of Mr. 
Roosevelt's interest by process from chancery, were jointly purchased 
by Gen. Alexander Hamilton, John Lawrence, and John B. Church." 
The county has 21 towns. 

Albion, Hastings, Palermo, Schroeppel, 

Amboy, Mexico, Parish, Scriba, 

Boylslon, New Haven, Redfield, Volney, 

Constantia, Orwell, Richland, West Monroe, 

Granby, Oswego, Sandy Creek, Williamstown. 

Hannibal, 
Oswego village, post and half-shire town, port of entry and delivery 
for Oswego district, is 45 miles W. from Sackells harbor, 60 from 
Kingston, Upper Canada, 60 from the mouth of Genesee river, 140 
from the mouth of Niagara river, and 150 from Toronto in a straight 
line, and 38 from Syracuse on the Erie canal. The village lies on 
both sides of the Oswego river, with which it, is connected by a bridge 
700 feet in length. The portion on the eastern side is within the lim- 
its of the town of Scriba. 

The facilities which its situation gives for commerce and manufac- 
tures are great, commanding the markets of the lakes and the St. Law r - 
rence river, and connected with ilic interior of the state by the Oswego 
and Erie canals. The water-power afforded by the canal and river is 
very extensive, and upon them are many lar;>c manufacturing estab- 
lishments. The harbor is formed at the mouth of the river by a pier 
of wood, 30 feet broad, filled with stone, and built by the general gov- 
ernment, extending on the west side 1,250 feet, and on the east 250, 
between which there is an opening for vessels. Within the pier the 
water is from 10 to SO feet deep. The cost of this work was 093,000. 
There is here an excellent marine railway constructed at considerable 
expense. The village is laid out on streets 100 feet wide, running at 
right angles. The courthouse is of wood, on the east side of the river. 
There is 1 also 1 Presbyterian, 1 Episcopal, 1 Methodist, 1 Baptist, 1 
Congregationalism and I Catholic church, an incorporated academy, 
the Bank of Oswego, capital SI 50,000, the Commercial Bank of Os- 
wego, incorporated" in 1-836, capital Si 50,000, and about 600 dwell- 
ings. Pop. J 2,209, 
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" The fort hern was of great military hnporlariei.! during the colonial 
wars. A factory was established by the New York government in 
1722 ; and a fort erected on the west side of the river in 1727, and 
enlarged in 1755; which, with Fort Ontario, built on an eminence on 
the east in the latter year, were on the Hlh of August, 1756, reduced 
by the French, under Gen. Montcalm." The following account of 
the investment and surrender of these forts is taken from the 26th 
number of the London Magazine, for the year 1757. 

" The works at Oswego at this lime eunsistcd of three foris ■•■■>.■ iz, the old fori on the weal 
side of the river, and two iuit« on the cast side, siluaicJ on two eminences, wdiich latter 
were commenced the year previous, and were in an unfinished state. 7'llese works were 
very weak, and the wails of msnliieiont strength to resist heavy artillery. The English 
rehed for a defence upon Inning :.i s.. potior naval force upon die lake, Unfortunately, tin: 
naval armament a' tliat time ii".n:g om was irieornplcle, On die Sdi of Ae.gust, Colonel 
Mercer, commanding oftii-t:- of the garrison, which consisted of abont 1,600 mem having 
received intelligence of :l large eueampmen: of French iinrj Indians about twelve miles 
instant, despatched a schooner with an noeomi: oe' it to Cap':, Broadlcy, who was thou on a 
cruise wilh a large brigaminc and two sionps, at the same time desiring him to sail a* far 
eastward as he could, and to endeavor lo proven] lho aicjroneh of die Trench on the lake. 
The next day a violent gale of wind drove 'lie- hiigaiiiiuo ashore while attempting to get 
inlo the harbor. The French sciva.d tins oppurnmiiy lo :rai;-porl. I heir heavy cannon with in 
a mile and a half of the. tort, which he would nol have been eiiabk.il to have done had il 
not heen for this disaster. On the morning of the 11th, some canoes were seen to the 
eastward, and the schooner was sent one to make a discovery of whni ibey were ; she was 
scarce half a mile distant before she hoisted a jack at mas' hcul, tired a gun to leeward, 

and stood in agin:: for the i. arbor, nod .... ■■■■■■ ilia Ibci had di covered a very 

large encampuieui, close roinnl die ooposin; paiui ; on which :he two sloops, (the large 
briganliue being s'ill on shore, ) were sent out wilh orders if possible to annoy the enemy. 
They proceeded to wiifin gun. shot of die enemy's o:u;:p, when they wive fired upon from 
a battery of four twelve pounders. This lire wa.s hi is id y loin. net: from Ijolli vessels, but to 
no purpose, as their shot fell short of the shore, and the- enemy's cannon being largo and 
well managed, hulled the vessels elmos! every shot. After firing several broadsides !he 

" The same day die French in vested dee place nidi idiom H pieces of ciinrjon, from 13 
to IB pounders, > ::i '.:■■ s. v, -.:; hi ::y. brass jiiiji lues and hoyets, (among which artillery was 
included diet taken from tiuii. IJradtlock,) and idouii. 5, Odd nun. About, noon Ihey began 
the attack of 1'ort Ontario wilh small. arms, which was briskly re I v. rued with si nail, arms 
and 8 cannon of that fin", and shells horn the opposite side of the river. The garrison on 
die west side of lite river was ibis cay cmployod in repairing die bill cry on die south side 
of the old fort. That night the enemy were ongeged in approaching Fort Ontario, and 
bringing up their cannon against it. On the 12ih, die enemy renewed their fire of small, 
arms on Fort Oniarlo, which was briskly ret-nned. The garrison on the west side were 
employed as the day previous. 

" The French on die easl s'de continued their approaches to For: Ontario. Notwith. 
standing the continued lire upon the enemy aid die oea'ii of ill,- ir chief engineer, by 10 
o'clock nest morning they opened a battery of cannon v.idu.i 60 yards of die fori. At 12 
o'clock, Col. Mercer sen: the garrison woni so desiroy died cannon, aruir.uudion, and pro- 
visions, and to evacuate the fort. About 3 P. M., die garrison, eonsisdng ,ij' about IS 7 men, 
effected their retreat to the west side of tiic river wiiheut the loss el" a man, and were em. 
ployed on die nigh,!, of ihc !;>■.[■, in cample ling die. works a', '.he fuvl at the West. hill. On 

this nigh' as well as die oighi bcti.ire, pa-lies of dm en y's irn culms made several uusuc. 

eesslid uliemp's lo foprise llie advance'i guards anil sentries on the wes: side of the river 
On die night of die 13ih, die enemy were employee oil die easl. side of me river in bringing 
nil their cannon and raising a bariery against die old for:. A oouslan: lire was kept upon 
llicm from die west side. The eaiinen winch mos! amiuycii die enemy were four nieces, 
which were reversed on the platibnn of an carihon work winch surrounded the o.d fort, 
and which was eiiiircly enfiladed by the enemy's batiery on the opposiie shore. Tn this 
situation, wilhou: die least cover, tiic irain, csskrd bye deiaehmcni. o! oil .if Shirley's rcgi. 
me nt, behaved romarkehly wcil. .At daybreak, the 14di, the F.nglisli renewed die fire of 
their cannon on thai part of Ihc shore v. In re diey li.nl die evening previous observed the 
enemy creeling is baferv. 'J 'Ids »as relented from a battery of ten 19 pounuers. About 
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9 A.M., 3,500 of ihe enemy crossed the rliet in three oolamns. At this lime Lieui Coi 
Mercer was killed by a cannon ball. Aboi.r II! o'clock, the er'.onty hid in readiness a bar. 
Ii;:t o:' mar: si is. AM dm places of dcicuco ■.vert ei liter ttilLludud or ruined by the eon -nun 
fire of ;hc enemy's cannon ; 2,50!) French raid luuhais were in -Ire rear of the works ready 

10 storm, ai:d 2,01)1.) regulars »c:? ready to land in from nr.di r cover of '.heir cannon. At 
this jniicture, Col. Lillichales, upon wham lim enioiiuLml now devolved, called a council of 
war, who wore, with til* engineer?, m j i : i :i. ■ u^l y of opinion, lain :l:e woi-lis were no longer 
tenable, and lhat it was by no means prtuictit to risk u storm v.-i'li such unequal numbers, 
The ' ch/tmiiih' was accordingly ordered to bo beat. The soldiers throughout the siege 
showed gnu! b-avoty, ar.o i* v. as wiih tlilticitlty lhat ihoy ootid now he re -trained iroin con. 
tinning their resistance. C"i betiiing die ' r.hnn'iih,' the firing ceased on both sides, and 
tmi olileias ivcr: sotii. to die French go n oral, m know i;;iot) want Hums ho would accept a 
surrender. Upon which Montcalm replied, dtai dm Latglish were an enemy he esteemed; 
that none but a brave nation would littve denials t;f defending so weak a place so long, 
against such a strong in: in of mti'loL-y ami sup: rior it ambers ; ih:;i ill-' y might expect what, 
ever terms were com-asic-nl «hh dm service of If is AT-iisl. Christian ?,1 ap :-:y ; he accordingly 
sent the following proposals, viz:— 

" * Tim Marquis >.•:" Mono it! m, army a:al Ibid mait- lad. c nub r-iu-eiiief of His Most 

Christian Majesty's troops, is ready to receive a capitulation up.ui the most honorable con. 
ditious, surienderu-.g i.o iiiui a!i liio farts. They sliail iio slu.wti ail tho regard the politest 
nations can show ; I scud an aid. etc -camp on my parr —vi/., lions. 1)« ISougnutville, captain 
of dragoons ; the.v need onlv scud tia- r-i=.|:ir ujniioii la lie sig:,eci ; I require an answer bv 
noon ; T have kept Mr. D.alie for an hostage. Montcalm. ' 

"'Aug. 14, 1756.'" 

"The terms required by the English were honorably granted. 
The victors immediately dismantled tire forts and carried off the gar- 
rison, 121 pieces of cannon, 11 mortars, great quantities of ammuni- 
tion and warlike stores, two sloops of war, and 200 boats and bat- 
ieavjx." 




The following is the American oilicial account of the attack upon 
this place during the late war, taken from a newspaper published at 
the time. Copy of a letter from Maj. Gen. Brown to trio secretary 
of war, dated 

" H. Q., Sacketla Harbor, May 19, 1314. 

" See, — Faie'oscd is an abstract IV0..1 llm vcparl. of J,ioar. Col, Mitchell, of the ailiiir at 
Oswego. Beit :;■ well soabiied with the manner in which the oolonel executed my orders, 
and with the evidence given of sii-.idy MVeiiuim and galaLiti conduei on the part of the 
troops, I have noticed thorn in dm general otccr, a co;jy of which is enclosed, — The cr.e. 
tmy's objeci was the naval and miHtrny smrcs depOvlicu at ii;n fails, 10 miles in the rear of 
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[he fort. These were protected. 'filestores at tiio loii and village were not i in porta tit, 
I am, &c. Jacob Bhown, Maj. Gen. 

"Hon. Secretary at War." 

"Report.— I informed you of my arrival at Fort Oswego on the 30th ult. This post 
being but occasionally and not n cem'y occupied by i-fiMil ns- nvjop?, was in a had state of 
defence. Of cannon, wo had hill five old guns, ilirce of which had lost their trunnions. 
Wliat could be done in ti-.c way of rtT-iis- was eiii.ii; led — new plaiiorms were- laid, the g:m 
mrriagcs put in order, and decayed pickcls rcy/.accd. 0:i tiro otii vast, die British naval 
fores, consisting of 1 huge ships, J brigs, and a number of gun and other boats were descried 
fit reveille — boiling nlwjt 7 miles 1j;;ih ".In; fie;. Information was itmnediatoiy given to 
■Cant. Woolsey of l!a: navy (who was it Oswego village} and to the nni- uiorie.g militia. It 
icing tloiibiiji on v. bat side of the river I he enemy woniri attempt to "land, and my force 
(9!ii) oilcctivcs; being O'o sun II !0 boar division. I. ordered ihc leu's in store to be pitched 
in tin; village bide, while 1 occupied Ihc other vviiii my whole force, ll is probable 'hat 
ibis artifice had its effect and determined die enemy to attack where from appearances they 
expected die least opposition. Abbtit 1 n'doe'-, die fleet approached. Fifteen boats, large 
and crowded with troops, w. a given signal moveo slowly to liie shore. These were pre. 
ceded by gun-boats sen 1 '.o rahi: die woods era cover liie landing, while Lie larger vessels 
opened a fire upon the fort. Capt. Boyle and Lieut. Legate, (so soon as the debarking 
boats gol within the range of our shnl.) opened up:iu diem a very successful fire from the 
shore battery, and emiyelird dnin twice to retire. Tbey a* (engih returned to the ships, 
and lia; whole stood oil' from be shore, for belief aiioboiugo. One of die enemy's boats 
which had been deserted, was lak-en up by us, mid some others by die militia. The first 
mentioned was CO too: long, ant! carried 3d oars one U (nils, mid could accommodate ISO 
men. She had received a ball Ihroiigh her bow, Lintl was nearly filled v.iili water. — Piquet 
guards were stationed a" tiilJV:e;a pom;s, as we lay on our arms during- die night. — At day- 
break on the Gth, the fleet appeared bearing up under easy sail. The Wolfe, &,c, took a 
position directly against the fort and batteries, and for 3 hours kept up a heavy tire of 
grape, &c. Finding dial die enemy hao eifcetcd a ismling, ]' wbadivw my smuii disposa- 
ble forco into the rear of die fori, and widi Iwo companies (Eomayne's i.ntl llolvm's) met 
their advancing columns, while- die oilier comoiiincs engaged the flunks of the enemy. 
Lieut. Penrce of the ;;:\vv, and some seamen, joined 1:1 die aitack, and fought widi their 
ehiiraelerlslic bravery. We maintained our ground abuiit 30 mmaios, ;md a- long as con- 
sisted with my further duty of defending die public stare' deposited a* the falls, which nu 
doubt formed liie pti::ci[:al ehjeel of me expedition or. tiio per: of lilt; enemy. Nor was this 
movement mads precipitately. I halted within 400 yards of die fori. Capt. Romayne'a 
company formed iho rcm-guard, and renieining widi it, i mnroheil to tiiis place in good 
order, destroying die bridges in my rear. The t iv landed fil'lf) of Do W titlevides regi- 
ment, 000 marines, two companies of die (.dcugary cotes, ami oo0 seaiueu. — Gen. Drnni- 
mond and Com. Yee. were die laud and inival column ntlcrs. Tbey burned the old bar- 
raeks and evacuated the fort aboat 3 o'clock in liie morning of be 7lii. — Our loss in killed 
is 0, in wounded Sit, and in missing 2,">. Thet of the enemy is much greater. Deserters 
and citizens of ours taken prisoners and nfrerwr.rti released, state their killed at 04, and 
wounded in proportion — among loose are several lr.nrl and naval ellicers oi merit.*— I can- 
not close this despatch without speaking of tbe deed and die living of my detachment. 
Lieut. Blaney, a young man of much promise, was union umitoly killed. His conduct was 
highly meritorious. Capt. Boyle and Lieut. Legii-e merit my highest approbation, and 
indeed I want language 'a net. ss e..v :.:lit-. .r;= :".■ ■:■ or :!;■■ ti «'.;;ham conduct. The suballcrns, 
M. Comb, Ansarl, lliug, Kobb, haul, MeClir.loek, and Ncwkirk, performed well their 
several parts.— It would be. lie. ..lice were I not to acknowdedge and report the zeal and 
patriotism evinced by the militia, who arrived ai short notice, and were anxious to be 
useful. 

" H. Q., Sac&ett* Harbor, 13 May, 1814. 

" Gpnek.il oimitiis,— Maj. Gen. Brown has the satisfaction of announcing to the troops 
of his division, that tho detachment under the command of Lieut. Col, Mitchell of the corps 

* Commodore Chaiiueey, in a Ielter ahmit ibis date to the secre'ary of the navy, states— 
" The enemy has puid deurly for die Utile booly be obtaint ;l at Oswego. From the beat 
information which 1 can culled, bolh from deserters end my agcnls, die enemy lost 70 
men killed, and 10.) wounded, droweed am) missing— in all 23b ; nearly as many as were 
opposed to them. Capt. IM.-.dcas-.er is ccj:li:iiIv inorinlly waimoed ; a captain of marines 
killed, and a, number of other officers killed and wounded." 
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(if artillery, have by their jj-iiiianl. find hijrli'y military condiirl on I he .11 h and 6th Inst., 
gained a name in arms -.vmiIiv of ihe nmion I In y si-.'if rind Ihe cmise (bey support. For 
n ears y two days tiiey mfiiitiiiacd j,n i l ; l ■ ■ ■ . 1 1 ; ; I nontf-sf a<niin.-il ion t'.mes their number, and 
but yielded tileir post, ivlicn the hit cits', of t.l.civ country nnsde that measure ncccsfjiy, 
The companies (;'iti!]ioiiij^ '.liih L*L!l!;i:;t detachment ivere B,)\ Iiv'h, Ii'.niiayiu:\. Meliit.ire's, 
and Pierce's, of (he heavy arlillery, and n fen- Hcameii undt-r the command of Lieut. 
Pearce of the navy,— in ail le.-n ib.".n three hniiih-til men. The enemy's force by kind 
anil iv liter e.\e ceded thai-. Vnonsuml men." 

Pulaski village, half-shire town, was incorporated in 1833. Cen- 
trally situated on Salmon river, 4 miles from its confluence with Lake 
Ontario, 36 N. of Salina, and 60 from Utica. The river at this place 
affords considerable water-power, on which arc a number of grist and 
saw mills, and several manufacturing establishments. There are 
about 80 dw-eilings, a numb or of churches, a courthouse and prison. 

Fulton, incorporated in 1835, is a flourishing place at the Oswego 
Falls, 10 miles from Oswego. Tt has 4 churches, an academy, about 
200 dwellings, and 1,400 inhabitants. Tho centre of the village is 
half a mile below, or north of the Oswego falls, on the east bank of 
the Oswego river, at a point whore ;i. dam is constructed for the use of 
the Oswego canal. The village limits extend above the falls, and in- 
clude the state reservation, which lias been laid out as a village and 
partly sold, called " Oswego Falls." The water-power is extensive, 
and can be used on both sides of the river at tho dam, and also at the 
natural falls. The fall is about IS feet at each place. 



OTSEGO COUNTY. 

Otsego county was taken from Montgomery in 1791. Centrally 
distant from New York city NW. 200, and from Albany W. 66 miles. 
Its form is very irregular. Creates! length IN . and S. about 40 ; great- 
est breadth E. and W. 35 miles. 

This county is considerably elevated, though there are no distinct 
ranges of mountains of much height. A larger portion of the soil of 
the county is rich and productive. A large amount of capital is in- 
vested in agriculture and manufactures. The Susquehannah river, 
rising in the Otsego lake, flows southerly to tin: :.un.ii'ids of the county ; 
then turning southwesterly, forms a part of the southern boundary. 
The Unadilla bounds the county on the west. Otsego lake, 9 miles 
long and from 1 to 3 wide, and Schuyler's lake, 5 miles long and from 
1 to 2 wide, are beautiful sheets of water. The hills which en- 
compass Otsego lake, have an elevation of from 400 to 500 feet above 
its surface. The purity ot its waters, and the rich and varied scenery 
about it, render it attractive to the lovers of natural scenery. Portions 
of this county were settled as early as 1739. The mass of the 
settlers were emigrants from the eastern states. The county is di- 
vided into 22 towns : 
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Burlington, 


Kirmvick, 


OncoMiii, 


Springfield 


Butternuts, 


Laurens, 


Ote-go, 


Una.diiia, 


Cherry Valley, 


Alarvliiiid, 


Olsejio, 
Pi;:>iii;ki, 


Wc-lfofH, 


Decatur, 


Middlehcu!, 


Worcester. 


Eflmoston, 


Milford, 


Plaiiifield, 




Exeter, 


New Lisbon, 


Richiiold, 





Cooperstown, the county seat, distant from New V'ork by way of 
Catskill S00 miles, of Albany 211 ; from Albany 66, and from Utica, 
SE., 36 miles, is beautifully situated u.l 1.1 ic southern end of Otsego 
lake, at the head of the S'usquehannah river. ■ 



Western view of Cooperstown, 

The site of the present village is said to have been a favorite place 
of resort with the savages from a remote period, for the purpose of 
hunting and fishing. The word " Otsego" is thought to be a com- 
pound which conveys the idea of a spot at which meetings of the In- 
dians were held. There is a small rock near the outlet of the lake, 
called the " Otsego Rock," at which precise point the savages, ac- 
cording to an early tradition, were accustomed to give each other 
the rendezvous. 

" It should ii'-r, b'.'- sdi'ed, ihrit t;i!' [iri.'!=c!it siie of Onnrrstrm-ii is normcr/M-d v.'ifh an. 
ovcut of some ln'f rt-st rliiJt nu curred diuiiis Ihe s:u of f Jn- r-'..-olirl:i>ii. An i-ipcdiEion 
having been corn hie ruled to jirouc.'d hiuIlt (Ik; okIits of .Mi-hiv.^-itieriil Sullivan, E^iiiiis-t 
tire India ris= who ih-u (iivdt in t!i.: vieiuilv of the- S'.-in-ra };\k:>. :i. iij-isimiii omploycd in the 
duty, under Bri<;ac.:r-La-!wr;il .lames (.'liul.oii, (iho iiitiici- of O.v: ock'Wted lie Witt Clin- 
ton,; marched from A II mi) v for t.iat imrjioai 1 . Aft'-:- uirendiiiL? Cjx; Jloiiav.-s as .far us Fort 
Plain, this bri^irifi i;ul. a mad f hronji-li the fbivsi. to (In- head of Lake Otsogo, H-hither it 
trail* ported its bonis. 'I.'raiv.s of this road p\is1. mid it is f!i!i kr.o'.vn liy the name of tha 
■;'onlii'.f.ii(.a! Koiid. Knibr.i-kinj; ar, (lit iii'udos (he lake, (he Ivonps n'-v: tided to the nutlet, 
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where they Encamped on (he site of the present village. General Clinton's quarters ate 
said to have oral in a stuidl b-illhnr i,i' hewn hers, which ilicn stood in Hiat are now ihe 
groutid.1 of the ' flail.' and which ir. [a liioi.ndit was erec.ied by Col. Croghati, as a place in 
which lie migii: held ills ucgobaiious wi'h rim Indians, a-, wed as for a cans inenct men: of 
a Bet dement. 

'■ T' ■- bui'.iimg, which was about li.'-eu fc.-t seamy; and ir.lcudcoi for a sort of block., 
honsc, was undoubtedly die first ever enured on 'las spot. It was subsequently used by 
some of the fn.se settlers as a residence, and "by .Fudge Cooper a.s n smoke-house, and it was 
standing in 17',!?, if not a year later. It was. llicn taken down, and removed by Henry 
Pace Eaton lo his residence on the road to Pier's, where it was set up again as an out. 
house. 

" There were found die graves of two whi"o men in die same grounds, which were be- 
lieved to contain the bodies of desener.', who were .shot riium;; the time the troops were 
here encamped. These graves tire supposed :o be dm first of any civilized man in the 
township of Otsego. Ad :races of llicui hnvij now disappeared. 

"As soon as encamped, the troops of Con, Gkiiou commenced ihe construction of a 
dam at the outlet, and when the water had risen ';.> a suiiicieot heighi ni the lake, the ob. 
struelion was removed, tin; c.mreiit clearing die bid of die river o:' flood. wood. After a 
short delay, for liiis purpose, die tvoi:ps embarked and descended as tar as the junction 
with the Ticsra, where diey wore me' by another brigade, command..;"! by General Snlli. 
van in person. On this occasio i, i.bc h? 1 1 -■ i ■ i . U i inch, i.iolow the cam, was said to be so 
much reduced thai a man could jump across it. 

" Traces of me. dam are still to be seen, a:id tar many years l u cy were very obvious. 
At ti Inter day, in dund:'?; die cedar of liie lnaise lirsl. otocmed b; Judge Cooper, a large 
iron swivel was eis-eoveicd, which was said lo uavc '.'ten bailed by i!:u troops, who (bund 
it useless for :heir soiwee. This swivel was me only piece of urimcry used for the pur. 
poses of salutes arid merry-makings in the vicinity i,f Or. ape rs I own, for ten or twelve years 
after the settlement of die place.. It is well ar.d allccd. anilely remembered by the name of 
die ' cricket,' and wi;s b-.;rs:cd lately in die same goad cause of rejoicing on the 4th of July, 
At the time of ils i'.ua! disaster, (far it had met wfh many vicissitudes "ay field and flood, 
having actually been mice thrown into lie lake.) il is said there was no very perceptible 
difference in size be; ween ils touch-hois and its livable." — C/ii^nir : e.i :;f i '■; .- ..■.>■•■-,. ;■.■.. 

An attempt was made to settle Cooperstown about 10 years before 
the revolution, by Mr. John Christopher Hartwick, which however 
proved abortive ; and between the years 1701 and 1770, Col. Croghac 
with Ins family resided for a short time on the spot. A final settle- 
ment was commenced in 1786, under the auspices William Cooper, 
Esq., from Burlington, New Jersey, who purchased the tract on 
which the villngn now stands. The regular commencement of the 
village dates more properly from I7SH, as at this time it was regu- 
larly laid out. At the formation of the county, in 1791, Cooperstown 
was designated as the county seat, Mr. Cooper being appointed the 
first judge of the county court. 

Among the incidents of tins carle dec. the following tcecdo'c is relaled of an ex-officer 
of '.he French army, a Monsieur Libbal, wi-.o kept " baolieieo's hall" on die western bank of 
the lake. "Sonic wags told Moir-icur libbal, thai it' cliased by a bear, the mast certain 
mode of escape, was to throw away bis hat, cr bis coal, 'o induce the animal to stop and 
smell at it, and then to profit by the occasion, and climb a .suplmg that was too small to 
enable his enemy so fnsi.e:i ils claws in i 1 , in the way it is kr.own to ascend a tree. The 
advice was well enough, ir.il die advised having actually an occasion to follow it the sue. 
cecding au'timu, seranibicd up a saplm;: first, and In gen to dirow away his clollies after, 
ward. The bear, a she one with cubs, tore to pieces iairmont after pain unit, without quit. 
ting the spot, keeping pour K1.iIi.-l! Ireer.i, tbron.di nn it eoo! autumnal night." 

As an indication of the intelligence of the inhabitants, a newspaper, 
the "Otsego Herald," was issued hero as early as 171)5. The first 
edifice constructed lor religious worship was the I't'fsliyi.orian, erected 
on the east side of West-street, in ISOii, and is still occupied by that 
denomination. There are now in the village 1S9 dwellings, 90 stores, 
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42 shops, 14 offices, 5 churches, 2 weekly newspaper offices, a very 
extensive book publishing establishment, 2 female boarding schools, 
and a bank. Its present population is about 1,300. The private, 
dwellings of this place are many of them substantial structures of' 
stone and brick, some of which are elegant. The society is refined 
and intelligent. This, with the uncommon beauty of the surrounding 
scenery and healthiness of the climate, will ere long render it a sum- 
mer resort for the elite of our large cities. 

Cherry Valley, so called by the first settlers from its abundance 
of wild cherries, was taken from Canajohario in 1791. Pop. 3,813. 
Cherry Valley village, upon the Cherry Valley creek, incorporated 
in 1812, lies 13 miles NE. from Cooperstown, 13 S. from the canal 
at Canajoharie, and 53 from Albany. The following view was taken 
from the residence of Joseph Phelon, Esq. The Presbyterian church 




Southwest view of Cherry Valley. 

is seen on the left, and the Episcopal and lloihodisf. churches on the 
right. There is here a bank, a weekly newspaper office, an incor- 
porated academy, and about 130 dwellings. The following interest- 
ing account of the first settlement of this place is from the valuable 
work of Wm. W. Campbell, Esq., entitled " Annals of Try on County." 

" _\lr. LindcHov, hav'iirr n '-.ruin re on s-^iimnil from the three other ;>iiieni..>es to himself 
and Gov. Clark, in 1739 caused ton patent to be surveyed nun subdivided into lots, and 
chose for liirnstiif tin 1 i". i :■ en ij (re iv.ii nl s.iircesiivt-i>' fjivsii'd hy Mr. .lobi Wells and Judge 
Hudson, mid gn.ve to it the mime tif Lindesay's Bush, to the i'ollowi'ig summer he left 
New York with his family, co:is;st::i^ r,i ii'.s wi:'e and fa(her-iu-!a..v, Mr. ('on jrrcve, a lion- 
tenant in the British army, and a few dor.ie-tics. atir! settled i:jm n hi- firm. He was a 
Scotch jretillema;; of some i'oi-1n:i»- snd disihiel.lr.m. :i: vin^ h-. Itl s-vtTi: olllces under govern- 
ment, and anticipated m-jeli pleasure from a rc^ide;:eo in this liis'i arid rolling country, 
whose valleys and iii'.ls. and lakes, would cun.-tam.ly reodr.d him of tin; wild and roir.antie 
Bcetiery of his native lurid. A. luxuriant growth o:' beech nml maple, iiil.orspiii-ied who tho 
wild cherry, covered the valley, and extended ah>:'g up the K.deii of the hills, whose tops 
were crowded with, clu-ters ot ovi rjrreeu ; elk tnd deer itfi ioi.md here in irren!. numbers, 
as wore bears, wolves, heaven, and tuxes; it was a fiivoritc hunting ground of the Mo- 
hawks, who erected their cabins j;c;u- some Utile spring, ;md huntetl their game upon the 
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Mr. Lindcsay, as well as all the ■fnly seniors, r.:n-:d it important to cultivate 
their friendship : lie i-^/i-Ivrii ihi 1:1 into 111- ii-oase, and notice tln-m 1v1.l1 sm.-.h hospitality as 
circumstances wnuld permit : this kindness wus nul lost iipci: the high-minded savages, one 
of whom gave proof of no ordinary triouoship aurir.g tiic hrst winter alter his removal to 
I.indcsay's Eusi:. Yvdiiilcvcrofhappiuess ami independence Mr. Lludesay may have looked 
forward to, he knew litdc of the privations, of the splffrs of n new country, especially such 
a country as he had selected ; hi.; farm was 15 miles from any se'i.leuic:il, difficult of access 
from thai settlement, which was 00 tin* ,11 1. 1 1 Link river, by reason oi' is elevation above il ; 
find the intervening 1: try mis traversed only bv on Indian footpath. 

"In the winter of 1T-1D, (lie snow oh to a great d-ipdi; :hc pallis were filled up; all 
communication wil.ii the seniors upon :i:c Mohawk v-.:is stopped; Mr. Li:idcsLiy had not 
made sufficient preparation for smh a winter; he laid but a soao'y supply of provisions; 
these were almost consumed I . > . : lt before spring ; a wrcn-hed and lingering death was in 
prospeei. for him and bin family. At. ties critical lira-, rsn Indian came to his house, having 
travelled upon -he snow wiili snow-sliocs ; when luiorinctl of their situation, ho readily 
undertook to relievo them ; he win; :o the scitlemen's upiei ihs Mohnwl:, and haviiu: pro. 
(mod provisions, r. turned with ilium 1 1 1 1 ,1 jj. bis linci;, and during li:c remainder of che win. 
tor, ibis faithful child of the forest linis continued 10 relieve liiem, add lints preserved the 
lives of the first iohabiir.nts of our town and county. 

"In New York, Mr. Liudcsny became aerpiamicd ivi-.li the Hrv. Samuel Dunlop, and 
prevailed upon him to visit bis patent, nifei-lug him a on;-: m lumi of several btmdred acres, 
on lam oil l.o il that be would settle upon ii, and wo old ...so his jullueuee with Ids friends, and 
pcrsutido them to accompany him. I'lenscd widi fie si 0.0. 1 ion, and the generous proprietor 
of the [intent, lie accented of bio proposal ; tie was an Irishman by fjiri.li, bm had been 
cducalcd in Edinburgh ; laid spent several years in die provinces, Ir.ving travelled over 
most of those at the south ; and at the lime of his lirsc uei|Oiiiulaueo wiiii Mr. Lmdesay, 
was on a tour through tho.se at the north. He went lo Londonderry, in New Hampshire, 
where several of his eomtiryme v: wore settled, wlioni be pcr^.adrd io 10 move, and in 1741, 
David Ramsay, William (iailr, domes Campbell, William Dickson, and one or two others, 
with their families, 1:1 nil nboal 30 persons, came nod porobnsud farms, and immcciaiely 
commenced making improvements '..]iou ihem. Tiiey had emigrated from the north of 
Ireland several years an:enor to [heir removal hero ; .10:110 of diem wore originally from 
Scotland; they wore ended Scorch Irish— a general mmie given to the inhabitants of the 
north of Ireland, ninny of whom are of Seoteii descent : hardy end indus:rious, inarcd (11 
toil from their infancy, 1 bey worn well cake 1 laird to suslain li.e labors necessary in clearing 
the for.:-:, rittc hiiing ii lor 100 abode c.f civilised rutin. 

51 The following oircumsi: 11:00 gave rise to its miiiic. Mi. Dtmlop, ettgaged in writing 
some letters, inoiiired 0:' .11 r. I .iudcs.iy where 1 10 siio ;ld don- ti.om, who proposed die oanie 
of a (own in Seodand ; Mr. dl:iiiiop. pointing :» some tine wild ohcny-irccs, and 10 the 
valley, replied, ' Let us give our place an appropriate name, arid call it Cherry Valley,' 
which was readily aire.-. a io ; it was (or a long time die di-timi calling name of a largo 
section of country, so::lh and west, Soon afior the arrival of these so tilers, measures were 
taken for the erection of a grist-mill and snw-miil, and a btiiidmg fur a sehool.house and 
church. Mr. Dneb.o.i left. Ireland oiidor 0:1 engagement of nioi-iiiige with young lady of 
that, country, and having mad:- 1:10 neia.-ssury arraiigonicnts for I: is fat a re residence nl Uhcrry 
Valley, returned to fuliii it. Tills enp.egonioni was conditional ; if he did not return in 
seven years from rhc lime of his d' piii-iire, il shoe it: be o|U:u:i!il wrh her to abide by or put 
an end to (he contract ; the time hroi almost rxiarod ; she- had hoard r.otoing from him for 
some time, and suppust.-u him (dthcr dead or imfaitbfol ; auoher otiereLl, was accepted, and 
the day appointed for die marriage. In the mean lime Mr. Dtmlop iiad been driven off the 
coast of Scotland by a storm : after a detention of several days, 00 dually made port in 
Ireland, and hastening on his journey, arrived the day prevh.-us , his arrival was as joyful 
as it was unexpected ; bo was married, and retareed inioa diaiciy with his wife to Cherry 
Valley, and entered apmi his dimes :„ die (irsi p'eror cf 11s iii'ie cinireli. A log-lionse bad 
been erected 10 the north of Mr. [.iudesay's, on ihe (ieelivi'y vf die 1 i : . ! I ■ . hill upon which his 
homo was situated ; where, though pes;, ssieg little of this world's wealth, they offered up 
(he homage of devout and grrgetU hoars, ill est of the adult in 'add units wore members of 
the church ; the clergyman vvas lo roeoiv (i ice sliidiogs on the hundred acres of land : 11 
mere pittance, by reason of ihe small number of iu.iubiiat.t- ; bu: i:o iived frugally; ;hcy 
made presents to him of the proeaciions of tlie-ii- firms, wcirli, with ihe avails of his own, 
afforded him a. eoiupeteri I. support. In -hose cariy days, tin c.\ cedent stale of iceliog towards 
each other prevailed ; common danger, and common interest, t.nitcd -hem. In their wor. 
ship and obacrvaneos they vvcre very strict. Doling the ten stdisequont years, not more 
lhan three or four faniiiies had come into tiio setthnripnt. Ammo; ihem was Mr. John 
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WcIIe, gran dl'aiber of the late Joint Wc!!s of Xow York city. He also wag an Irishman, 
and became a resident in 1T!3, ami in ' 1 1 purchased ilio farm, which Mr. Lindcaay had 
selee-od fin- hiniKiVr, and upon v. jjinh he resided. 

" Air. Liadesay was iirmeaiiaiiiteil wb.li practical farming, i!n 1 ins pi-e;-iJi.rty had been Ex- 
pended In lii.tie auvuitl.ege ; ai'ier smuggling several veins, he was compelled to abandon 
his enterprise. Tin.'- war la.:l". co.i b'raitoo and G.-eat. >'ii-ii.ui;'i had been, in par!, I.raiisforred 
tu America, and in 1711, our northern ircnsicr was thrcaseueil wi li an attack by (ho f'reuch 
and Indians. Reinforcements were ordered to 0= wepe, and amen;; them, the company of 
Independent Greens, i;i which "A!r, Oungreve w;i= a lieutenant ; lie resigned his commission 
in favor of his soi:-m.!aw, Mr. l.iudi ~:.y, who, having spool, several years in the service, 
died in New York, leaving no children. Alt. Wei:-, a m«i\ of unliable disposition, and of 
if rear integrity, before there v.- us any otllcer ol justice, was ficLV;eis!.iy appealed to as the 
arbiter of any little didcroiicc ; lie was ali it ward appointed die li.-st justice of the peace for 
the town, and one of the judges of Tryon county, v.-mch ofiiees he continued to exercise 
until the lime of his derail, a litile before da-, ri.ei.kiiig oar of the revolution. 

" Mr. Dai dap, having received n classical euticuiien, -ji.-.-rc.l ,l i--h,..[ fa' i lie- instruction 
of boys, who came trotn ihe settlements upcii :!": Mabawk, aad from Schenectady and 
Albany. It is worthy of remark, il'.at this was the first c.rummar school in the state west 
of Albany. The boys were received ima h:~ house, ami ecus -am cod a part of his family. 
The extreme simplicity of iho limes may be learned from ihe f.iot, i.iiai they often went into 
the iieies, and there recited their lessons as Ihcy fallowed daiir instructor about, while en- 
gaged in his usual avocations upon his farm ; si vera! individuals along die Mohawk, who 
were afterward conspicuous in the revolution, thus received the first rudiments of their 
education." 

On the 11th of Nov., 1778, the Indians and torics, about 700 in 
number, under the command of Joseph Brunt n.ml Walter Butler, made 
a descent upon this beautiful vnlley, laid the settlement in ashes,- and 
massacred 32 of the iiiljubil.fsnr.-i, inoslly women ;uid children. During 
the day they made several attacks on the fort, but without success. 
The following is extracted from the " Annals of Tryon county." 

" The li ill ahi i an Is, in any of whom h'.id lop in ihe summer, : a consecsanioe of the repeated 
attacks of the Indians upon die lion tiers, bad now relumed to their homes, thinking the 
season so far advanced, thai no dangu- need he apprehended. On the information above 
being given to Col. Allien, they r. ;j tie:- led permission to remove into the fort, or at least to 
deposit their most vahiaide piop-ny there, lkch requests were denied by Col. Allien. He 
replied, that it would be a temptation to bis soldier-. 10 plunder ; tiiac the report was proba. 
hly unfounded ; that it was only an Indian .story, and tiiat he would keep out scouts, who 
would appose them in season to secure lheniscivcs, in case ol" real danger. Scouts were 
accordingly seal out, to traverse She coansry m every direction. The scout sent down the 
Susquciianmih kindled up a fire on the nn.iit of die iiili, and all very foolishly lay down to 
sleep. The fire was discovered by the I'ni.my, anu a htslc before dayhgiu: on the morning 
of the lfjth, ihey were ail sarroundcil and taken. 

" On the night ol' ihe lihh, I ie eueiny cacti i aped, on the lop of a hill i.hieMy covered with 
evergreens, about a mile southwest from the act. On the morning of the 11th, the enemy 
moved trom ills encampment towards tin fart. They had learned from she scout, whiuii 
they had taken, that the ofiieers af the garrison lode. :l in diil'ercnS private houses out. of Ihe 

fare; their forces were so rheposen ihtna puny si in surround every house in which an 

ofiicer lodged nearly a! I.iie same li , wi:ile lac miiiu baity would attack the fort. During 

the night ihe snow fell several lnciies. In ihe morning ii turned to rain, and the atinos. 

phere was 'hick and ha/y. The who!,: so::lcmcn' lasagat. r.l -elves secure. The assur. 

ances of Col. Aldeu liar; in a considerable degree quieted i.heir Ten is. Jivory thing favored 
the approach of the enemy undiscovered. Ooh Ale. en and Lieut. Cot. Slai-ia, with a small 
guard, lodged at Mr. Wells's. A Mr. Hanio o was comma; up lha' morning from his house 
several miles below, on horseback ; wlnai a. short distance Irani .'dr. IVolis's house no was 
fired upon aiid wounded by tin; landaus, lie loile in great haste to inform Co). Alden of 
their approach, and then hastened to the fori, Sidli incredulous, and believing them to bo 
oidy .a struggling party, 'ne entered Ihe guard (a be eailetl in. The de;ay of a few minutes 
gave die Indians liiue to arrive. The rangers hat; s-opped to examine limit firelocks, ihe 
powder in which having been we', whh me ram. The Indians improving this opportunity, 
rushed by. The advance body was c ;npos,:d jirineipi lie of Sereeas, at shut time the wild. 
est and most ferocious of she iijlx Nations. Col. Aidcn made his escape from the house, 
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and was pursued down lhc hi!!, towards the fort, by an Indian : wiif-n challenged to surren- 
der, he peremptorily relived so i.o do ; several linns lie turned round and snapped iris pisiel 
at the Indian ; tire kit-tr, afor pursuing some fliwiarii-i-, threw Ins tomahawk, and struck 
him on the head, and dim rusbk:« up, tea: pod. lain, lie thus ' was one of :ltu first vieliins 
of tins most criminal nojdect <;f duty.' Lien:. Co'. S'aun was taken prisoner. 'J'lle guard 
were all killed or taken. 

"The Senecas, win) first arrive:] at d:e Uotiso, villi pome 'cries, commenced an ir.iiis. 
trimiiiRie massacre of die I'auiijy, and before die rangers arrivc-il, I ■.:■,: I barbarously murdered 
them all, including Robert \Y..ks, ins meiher, and wife, ano lour chilihe!], his brother anil 
sister, John and dime, willi thr. e demesnes. Or this iuierosting i:n:.l c\eclleiil family, not 
one escaped, except the hue Joh:i Wells of New York city. His father had left hitn in 
Schenectady die previous summer v.-|:h an aunt, thai he might altetid die grammar-school 
there. He might almost have unclaimed wiib Logan, that no; a drop of ins hlood ran in 
the veins of any human being ; or as 11 nay been !::■:, uikully exprcsscu by an eminent Eng. 
lish poet, 

"They 'left of all my tribe 

Nor man, nor child, nor thing of living birth, 
Nil! inn. i:ie ring mat waicheij my household hearth 
Escaped, — dial ■ mom' of biood upon our plains 
All perished! I alone am left on earth! 
To whom nor relative nor hlood remains, 
No 1 not a kindred drop dial. n:ns in hitman veins.' 
"A tory boasted thai be killed Mr. Wells whila at prayer. The melancholy faio of 
Jane Wells deserves a more parttcular notice. Sine was a your.g lacy, no! distinguished 
far her persona] beau*-.', bur. endeared to In r friends by iier amialdo or- position, and her 
Christian charities. One ' in whom the friendless, fount] a friend,' and to whom the poor 
would always say, ' God sp< ed tliee .' She iioii from the honsi: to a pile of wood near by, 
behind which si:o endeavored to screen herself. Here she was pursued by an Indian, who, 
as be approach ed, deliberately wiped bis bloody kuil'e 1 1 [.■■■■I i bis .1 ggins, and then placed it 

in its sheath ; then drawing his i.. riur.vk, iio seized Iter l:y die arm ; site possessed some 

knowledge of the Indian language, artd remonstrated atid suppiioaied, though ill vain. 
Peter Smith, a tory, who had formerly been a domestic in Mr. Weds's family, now inter- 
posed, saying site was his sister, and oesiriug him to spare her iife. Ho shook his ;oma. 
hawk at him in defiance, and then turning round, wii.ii one blow smote her to the earth. 
John Wells, Use,, in Ihis Li;;ie deceased, aitd t'o fattier of Robert Weds, hail been one of 
the judges of the courts of Tryoir cotuuy ; in Ilia: c a pa oily, ami as one ol' the j::sl;ces of the 
quorum, he hau been on ntiiuniio tonus wi.li Sit William Johnson anil family, who ire. 
ijuenlly visited at his house, and aiso wi'li Col. Joim l.luth'r. likewise n h.dgo. The family 
were not active cither for or agnust die ccuutry j liny wished to remain neulra!, so far as 
they could, in suci: tuiir.tlent limes ; thry always perroriued military duty, when eaiied out 
to defend the country. Col. John Bnller, in a conversatioii relative "o them, remarked—' I 
would have gone miles on rny hands auu knees i.o iiaye saved that family, and why my soil 
liid not ilo il, Col: i.iuiy knows.' 

" Another party of Indians surrounded lite Ir.etso ot' the 1'ov. Samuel llunlop, whom wo 
have frec/aenlly Iraii occasion to mention, as the pioneer in education in western New 
York. His wife v.us : mined lately killed. The old gentleman and kts daughter were pre- 
served by Little Aaron, a chief oi ike Ouuago branch of the Mohawks. Mrs. Wells was 
also ;i daughter of Mr. .Dun lop 1 Little Aaron leu kiui out hum the bouse, (ottering with 
age, and stood beside him io proleot him. An .Inula:) passing by, pulled lis hat from his 
head, and ran away with ii ; the chief pursued him. and regained it ; on his return, another 
Indian had carried away his wig : titc rain was lalkiu; . . : j ■ ■ ;-. kis hare kcad. while his whole 
system shook like an aspen, voider ::tc continued inilucece ot' age, leaf, and cold. He was 
released a few days uiicr; Inn. the ss.oei, was too vndeni. ; lie dred about a year after: his 

death was hastened by Ins nusio:i::ues, 'I gh be could have borne up but a few years 

longer under the incrcasitn.' iutinniiies of old age. 

"A Mr. Mitchell, who was in his Hud, beheld a party of Indians approaching; he could 
not gain his house, and was obliged to flee to the woods. Here he evaded pursuit and 
escaped. A melancholy -pc: ta :ie pri scno.d hse'.i' on bis relttru— it was the corpses of his 
wife and four children. Id is house bail been p inn tie red and set on tore. He extinguished 
the fire, and hy examination joirntl life slid existing m one of bis children, a little girl ten 
or twelve years of age. Ho raised her Itp and placed her in die door, and was bending 
over her when lie saw another parry approaching. He bad barely time i.o hide himself 
behind a log-fence near by, before they were at lire house, .from tins lniiing-place, he 
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beheld an infamous tory by the nam? til' Xov. '.airy, evtine'.ilsh the [■.•:]■: spark of life which 
remained in hi? r.hiiti, vvilh u blow of his hiildicl. Tae injxi. day, wot hoot n single human 
bsiiijf to ossist Jj.ru] , he earned tin.' reina-'is of his fani.iv down to the fort on a sled, and 
tiiera the soldiers aided him in ibno-kbi;- tbem in a common qrsve. lictiibntive justice 
sometimes follows close upon tiis Litis of crime. This tovy was arrested, aa a spy. the 
following ■iiiairitT. by ovd-s;- of lieu, .funics * iliislo:i, v.inj lie. luy with liis army at Ojnajo- 
harie, on the Mohawk river. Mr. IMiiohoil win called to |inns this act. its was fount! 
'y by a tonrl. ji;-j iiiyl, and with a coinnunion, suffered at ' 



;'.::il.y ill 



e party which smromiileil the house of Coi. (Jamobt.il, ton',; ll'rs. Campbell and four 
children prisonois. Alt. ( 'amphell was absent uor.i homo, hut hasteio t! i litre "it the first 
alarm, which wits a cannon lireii at the fori. He mined only in time to witness the de- 
struction of his properly, ami noi even li> learn tiio fate of his family ; their lives were. 
spared, but spared for a loo"; and dreadful captivity. 

■' Hatty others were killed ;, some lew (scantd io Tie; llohrnvk. river, a.tnl Iho rfuiiiinder 
were made prisoners. Thirty -two of ihe inlia'oiliinls. principally win neii iiiu! children, were 
killed, and sixteen continental soldier.-!. The terror of the scene was increased by the con- 
flagration of all 1.1:..; house, and ontdninscs in Ihe sctllcmcnl ; the hams were many of them 
filled with hay and ijrain. .Hi: who ihil to iio- mountains, saw as ho looked hack the de- 
struction of his home, and of that little oh which he had k-biood for years in :icconn:lnte. 

"... . The whole settlement exhibited an aspect of euiirc and complete desolnlion, The 
cock's crsiv tan Iho lops of the forr-st tires, anil the doi;-; hoe.leil Ihroush the fields and 
woods. The inbiihliaius who escaped, with the prisoners who wero set at liberty, aban- 
doned the settlement." 



PUTNAM COUNTY. 

Putnam county was taken from Dutchess in ]c<12 ; greatest, iengl.h 
21, greatest breadth 12 miles. The Highlands extend across the 
western part. The highest point is about 1,560 feet. above the Hud- 
son. The remainder of the county, though generally uneven, has 
some handsome plains, with a soil various, and some of it fertile. 
The mountains abound with iron ore of good quality. Butter, beef, 
wool, calves, lambs, sheep, fowls, and the many other species of 
" marketing," are produced here in great quantities for the New York 
market, and their returns are rapidly enriching the producer. The 
evidences of prosperity are everywhere visible.. Within a few years 
the lands have doubled in value and price. The county is watered 
easterly and centrally by the main brunches of the Croton. It is di- 
vided into six towns, viz. : 

Carmel, Paterson, Putnam Valley, 

Kent, Philipstown, South East. 

Carmel, the county seat, is 106 miles S. from Albany, contains the 
county buildings, 2 churches, an academy, atidabout 40 dwellings. 
The village of Cold iSpnn.x, 20 miles W. of Carmel, and about a mile 
above West Point, contains about 170 dwellings and 5 churches. 

The West Point foundry is situated about three fourths of a mile 
SE. from the village of Cold Spring. It was established in 1816, 
and is at present the largest establishment of the kind in the Union. 

The establishment employs 400 m- 
lonaiiHU at the heni of each branch, v 
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machine, and boiler shops. Thsi-o arc attached (o die fnmdry, 3 air furnaces, 3 cupolas. 
In i.1ib smiths' shop liv.ii 1 is 1 trip-hammer of seven 'or.s weiadil, anil i lid -hummers, — otio 

of J, 0i)0, and die inner of flfjfj lbs. (rdiuf(s of 1!.! inches tji el.ev Iihvb beer: forged lure, 

weighing 13 Mas, ami they are prepared 10 forge ■:m:\i of )i fee: dinme-.er. The machine 
shop contains '2H M.i:-ni -i.lt ladies, ami 3 plrminr! nmenincs 10- iron. The consumption of the 
principal maliriais wis us follows daring iho Year 1810. Fig iron, §110,000; coai, 
$33,0011; bar iron, tf:»,U!.i(J ; boiler iron |:l:i:r:, ^hi.olid; copper, $..U,G-10 ; :ol.a] $QG 1,140. 
The principal arliebs man nine lured c'uiing thai. ;:me wove waicr pipes for iho Crotou water 
works; steam engines am! sugar mills for the West Indies; steam engines and cotton 
presses for the southern slates : dour mill, widi ;! w .i:er_v.v-; i.-]= and t rim of burr sloncs, for 
Austria ; flour suiil n.iitl 3 run of si one? for llnlifii.v, TS. B. : engines, bailers, &,«., for die 
steam frigate iili—onri; heavy wrought iron v.ork for luo sieam frigum Mississippi. Steam 
engines and boiler?, bo(h high and 'low prcsLvurc, arc juamifacl.urcu likewise; flour, lice, 
sugar, oil, antl sa.vY.v.ull.-, sm.'ai- kettles, roltoti pv: ;-■!-, hydroslaiic. cylinders, brass and iron 
cannon, bells, shot and shells, heavy and light forged work ;. eastings of all si?.es, either of 




•Jfc 






'Phi: Robinson- Tlov.se. 

This dwelling, named alter the nn fortunate owner, Col, Beverly 
Robinson, is romantically situated oti the east bank of the Hudson, 
about two miles below West Point, near the base of the "Sugar 
Loaf," one of the lofty peaks of the Highlands. Dr. Dwight, who 
in the year 1778 spent several months at West Point, has given the 
annexed account of this dwelling and its original possessor. 

" A part of this fane T resided a: die hcnd-'iunrtcr.s of General Putnam, ihon. command- 
ing at this post; ami u liar ward of (.bun id ho-smis, who .seeoeeiled iiiai in die command. 
Tccso gentlemen lodgotl hi die house of Gol. lievcrly Robinson : ti. respectable native of 

Scotland, who married u bu.!;' of the Phillips family, n f 0u: ivciddiicsl, and most re 

spectablo of the province of New York. With (his lady Gol. Kobiuson acquired a largi 
landed estate lyinit in Phillips l.ov.m, l.'rcdciicktown, iiin.1 h'rankiiu, as they ate now called 
and for the more eonvouicir. managem:-:!* of it planted hii::Hi.l: in ijiia spot. Here he hail : 

spacious and cntsv ianf mansion, sat rounded by valuable tai'dsiis, fluids, and orchards, 

yielding over;' ibing which will »:on in :hi* olimaie. The vents of bis estate were siuT 
cient to make life as agreeable as from this source it can lie. Mrs. Robinson was a fit 
woman ; and I heir eiahhci; |i.-,aaiscd every fang winch can be e*|]e;:'<-u from a very hop 
ful family. His linnieikuie iilcnds were, at iho same time, persons of the first consequent 
in ihe province. 

" When (be revoluiionury war broke out. Gol. Robinson was induced, contrary as I hai 
been inform a c -o bis own pul^ncn! ami ir.clir.aSion, ay 'lie impur:u:ii;y of some of his coi 
nections to Kike the Brilish side of the question. To liim it appoarfd wiser and safer 1 
act a neutral part, and remain quieily on bis estate. The pressure, however, from varioi 
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turn of New York. tunt bis foully banished from "Loir native country. I*. was impossible 
for any person, who finds an interest in the aflairs of his ici.ow.ir.cu, and particularly while 
residing in the very mansion wlicrc they had so !:;io!y t iroycti nil wuich t.hs world can 
give, not lo feel deeply the il:is Untunes . I' ibis family, few events in human life strike the 
minj more paiiitV.ljy than banishuui.i; a calamity K-.:iii--ii::]i!>- di.si-.s irons in the moal 
ordinary circa instances, bn: peculiar. y :i :lif:ii n;; when :lu! kimisltcd a:'e brought before us 
in the narrow circle of a f muly ; a ■. ■ i 1 1 ■ I -. ■ , ilio v. hole of v. ]iii;ii lite eye can see, and whose 
sufferings the heart c:m ^ i t= l iii ■.: : L t.- .'ji.liv.i.:. rocidiarly is this rue, when '.he family in ques. 
tion is enlighten en, |;o.'.si:cd, auuey po-ta ssed of enjoyments, tiitiim; them with, moderation, 
and sharing them chco-iidly with lln.-ir fiends and uci,Jiboi -, the stranger anil llie [ioor." 

When Arnold had obtained the command of West Point in Aug., 
1780, he established lus head-quarters at "Beverly," where was me- 
ditated that act of treachery which has stamped his memory with 
everlasting infamy. At the time the news of the capture of Andre 
was received by Arnold, Genera! Washington 'ami his officers, together 
with the traitor, were sealed at breakfast, in the lower room, to the 
left of the small tree seen near the centre of the engraving. 

The annexed, from the pen of a late visiter, is extracted from the 
Knickerbocker for Sept., 1840. 

"The eommandor-iii-e'uicf, at the time of the capture, was on his way from Hartford, and 
changing llic route which he had first proposed, came- by the way of West Point. At 
1'ishkill ho mot the i'lcnch minister, AT. do la Luzerne, who had been W visit Count 
I-iochanibeau at LNewporl, and lie remained ilia! night with the minister. Very early oe.v.t 
morning he sent oil' his laggagc, with enters U> din men to go with it as quickly as possible 
to 'Beverly,' n,:d give Airs. Arnold notice tlnst In; would be mere at breakfast. When the 
general and ins suite arrived opposite West J.':.i : :!, lie was observed 10 lurn his horse into 
a narrow road that led to the river. La I'ayol'c remarked, ' General, you are going in a 
wrong direction; you know '.Mrs, Arnold is wailing brcakfasl to;' us.' Washington good- 
naturedly rcmsrlttd : ' Ah, I know- yon young men are all in love with Mrs. Arnold, and 
wish to get where she is as soon as possible, Ymi mi.y ei mid lake your breakfast with 
her, and tell her not 10 wait for me : 1 must nee down and oajunne die redoubt; on this 
side of the river.' Tne officers, however, '.villi the 1 .vet: |i lion of two of lite aids, remained. 
When the aids arrived a' ' Beverly,'* they found die family waiting ; am: Laving toman. 
nicatcd the message of General Wasltingioti, Arnold, wjih ins ihinily and the two aids, sat 
down to breakfast. Before they had finished, a messenger arrived j;i great haste, and 
handeii Genera! Arnold n lener, which he read with deep and evident emotion. 

" The self-control of the ssldier etiab.cd Arnold '.o suppress die agony he endured after 
reading this letter. lie 'use basbly Pan; die ruble ; tckl the aids that iiis immediate pre. 
series was required at West l'oint ; and desired liiem so 10 infirm General Vr arhmgion, 
when he arrived. Having first ordered a horse '0 he ready, he hastened to Mrs. Arnold's 
chamber, and there, with a bursting heart, disclosed 10 her his dreadful position, and flint 
they must part, perhaps for ever.t Struck widi horror at the painfui intelligence, this fond 
and devoted wife swooned, and loll senseless at Ins feet. In ibis shite he left her, hurried 
down slabs, and mounting his horse, rode willi all possible speed to the river. In doing 
so, Arnold did not keep the main road, bn! passeti down die mountain, pursuing a by-patii 

through the wootis, which Lieu rant Arris n poinied out, and which is now called ' Arnolds 

Fath: Near (he feat of the mountain, wdiere lie pulii approaches ihe main road, a weep. 
ing willow, planted there no ooubi. by some paiirot baud, stands, 111 marked contrast with 
the forest trees which encircle ami surround i 1 , to paint out to die inquiring tourist the very 
pathway of die traitor. 

* The properly now belongs to Richard D, Arecn, Esq., and adjoins Ins own romantic 
and beautiful " Anlema." whence no " visiter" departs, who can over forget the generous 
"Highiaci.l welcome." air. Aiaicn. with a true natri.msm that does hitu honor, has per- 
mitted no alteration of loo interior of the house. The same low client;, largo ana uncov- 
ered joists, the same polished tiles i; round the fro. places, and tu<_ a lis; me of all ornament 
which marks the progress of modern architcelure, preserve complete the interest which 
the Stirling iticiiiciius of mat period have ihmg arouni llie " Robinson House." 

+ We a'so visioai this eftiinbf, which remains unalered. Over the mantel is carved in 
the wood work : 1! G. Wa:.l:s, Lkui. VI. Mass. Eegt." 

37 
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" In our interesting visit, we were accompanied by Hie superintendent, Major Del!! 
field, and in the barges li : :it!Ly ore e red for ocr accommodation, \v were rowed to ' Itcvorly 
Dock,' and landed ut the siio* where Ann,', I look liu-.ii lo aid his escape. He was rowed 
to the ' Vulture,' and usim; a white kamlkvrclui'l', cica"ed tin' impression that it was a 
flag-boat : it was therefore suffered lo pass. IS'-, made bimse':' ktsoivn to Captain .Suther- 
land, of the Vulture, and III?:. catling mi board the leader o: the boalme:) who bid rowed 
him off, informed him that he and his crew were all prisoners of war. This librae evil 
and mos.t unmanly i>iipi-ntiix io bis treason, was considered so cuuleiimidile by the captain, 
that ho permitted tin: man lo no on show, on his parole of hunor, to procure clothes for 
himself and comrades. This he d.d. anil rcfiuaici.: the same day. When they arrived in 
New York. Sir Henry Clinton, hob.ii:a; in just ooiitompt such a wanton act ef meanness, 
set tnem all at liberty. 

'■ When General U'aslaii;to;i reached ■ lieverly,' aad was informed that Arnold had 
departed for Welt. IVm., ho crossed directly over, expecting to find him. Surprise J to 
learn thai he hud not bi'en there, aiier esumimtii; ihc wui! he relumed. General Ham- 
ilton had remaned at ■ Dcierly,' and as Washington and his suite were walking up the 
mountain road, from ■ Beverly Dock,' they met General Hamilton, with anxious face and 
hurried slop, coming towards [hem. A brief ami s-.ippiessid con vcrsal ion took place be- 
tween Washington i-.ud iiim-ell', and thev passed on i;i:ial.y lo the I sa, where the papers 

that Wushingiou's change of route hud nrcveulcd his receiving, had been delivered that 
morning : and being represented to Hum:. ten as of groat and pressing importance, were 
by him opened, and the [irencful secret, disciosed. Instant measures u nc adopted to in- 
tercept Arnold, ami picvenl his escape, but in I'uin. General Washington then commu- 
nicated the faets to J, a fayctle and Knov, and said lo the former, < more in sorrow than 
in anger,' ' iV/miii can tec Irust now '." He a. so went up ie see Mrs. Arnold ; but even 
Washington could carry to her no consolation, Her rrj-iel '■'■'as almos' phvensied ; and in 
its wildest moods, she spoke el" Griicral W;i~hing1an as the mtcd'Tcr of her child. It 
seemed Ilia! she hail aol. I In- remotest iiien of her Imsbaud's treas-ci : and s:ie had even school- 
ed her heart to feel more for the cause of America, from her regard lor those, who pro- 
fessed to love it. Her husband's glory was her cream of buss — lie icpuom chant for her 
infant's repose ; and she was Ibnud, uhis '. as many a. eomidiu g lnuri has oft been found, 

'To cling like ivy round a worthless tiling.' " 



QUEENS COUNTY. 

Queens county, an original county, was organized in 1653, and 
now contains all thai, part of Long Island which is bounded easterly 
by Suffolk county, southerly by the Allatstic ocean, northerly by Long 
Island sound, and westerly by Kin^s county, including Lloyds Neck 
or Queens Village, the islands called North and South Brother, Hi- 
ker's Island, and some other islands lying in the sound opposite the 
said bounds and southerly of ihc main channel. The courts of the 
county were originally holden for the most part at Hempstead, at 
which place the governor on various occasions ordered meetings of the 
delegates from the different towns. By the act of the Assembly in 
1683, by which the: counties and towns upon Long Island were organ- 
ized and established, the county courts wen: required thereafter to be 
held at the village of Jamaica. They were held there for about seven 
years in the old stone church which stood in the middle of the present 
Fulton street, opposite Union Hall street. In the year 1690, a court- 
house and jail were erected upon the site now occupied by the female 
academy, and continued to be used for the purpose of holding tiie 
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courts of the county until the present courthouse was built upon the 
north side of Hempstead plains, in the town of North Hempstead, in 
the year 1788. The county is divided into 6 towns : 

Flushing, Jamaica, Newtown, 

Hempstead, North Hempstead, Oyster Bay. 




Central part of Jamaica Village, Long Island, 

The village of Jamaica is a beautiful place. It is located upon the 
Long Island railroad, 13 miles from New York, also upon the great 
thoroughfare from .Brooklyn to the east end of Long Island, and en- 
joys every desirable facility of intercourse with the surrounding coun- 
try. Here are concentrated the different roads leading to Brooklyn, 
Williamsburg, Rockaway, Flushing, Jericho, and Hempstead. This 
village was made the seat of justice for the north-riding of Yorkshire, 
at its organization in 1665 ; and so continued after the division of Long 
Island into counties in 1683, until the erection of the courthouse on 
Hempstead plains in 1788. The offices of surrogate and county clerk 
are still required to be kept here, and for which a suitable building has 
been erected. The village wus incorporated April 15, 1814, 'and has 
been gradually increasing in building.-* and population, till it now con- 
tains about two hundred dwellings and iiftecn hundred inhabitants. It 
has, besides the academies, live [daces for public worship, and two news- 
paper printing offices. There are several splendid private residences 
in the village and its immediate vicinity, erected by gentlemen of the 
city of New York, who find it both convenient and agreeable. 

Flushing village, recently incorporated, contains about 2000 inhabit- 
ants in a square mile. Its various attractions, with great facility of 
communication with New York, have induced many wealthy citizens 
to locale in its immediate neighborhood. Some of the private resi- 
dences are among the most imposing and splendid edifices in the state, 
The village of Flushing lies at the head of Flushing Bay, 5 miles from 
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the sound, by water, 9 miles from the centre of New York, and con- 
tains a number of flourishing literary institutions for both sexes. This 
place is also distinguished for its excellent nurseries of fruit and other 
trees. The village of Astoria, recently incorporated, is situated on the 
East River, near I'lackweil's Island. This place was formerly called 
; ' Haliet's Cove." Near Rockaway, a smalt vilhige, is 5 miles SW, 
of Hempstead. " Far Rockaway," about r>9 miles from New York, 
has grown into importance as a fashionable watering place. 




Bowne Mansion-house, Flushing, L. I. 

On the right in the annexed view is the Bowne mansion-house, sit- 
uated upon the elevated ground about half a mile eastward of the 
steamboat landing in Flushing, ft is believed to be the oldest house 
now standing on Long Island, having been erected in 1661, by John 
Bowne, of the society of Friends. Besides the antiquity of the build- 
ing, it is one of much historic interest. The celebrated George Fox, 
the founder of the society of Friends, has lodged within the walls of 
this house, which was the place for the yearly meeting for the whole 
body of Friends in the province of New York, previous to 1690. On 
the left of the engraving, on the opposite aide of the street from the 
house, are seen two ancient oaks, under which Vox preached when in 
this countiy in 1672. Although differing in some of his tenets from 
the majority of those professing ibo Chrisimii name, George Fox had 
the martyr spirit within, and, had lie been called to the trial, would 
doubtless have sealed his testimony with his blood. His sufferings in 
the cause of religious freedom entitle him to the gratitude of mankind. 
Men of his stamp are the true patriots and genuine nobility of the hu- 
man race, ■' A nobler object," says an eloquent writer, "no human 
or angelic mind could ever propose to itself, than lo promote the glory 
of the great Governor of the universe, in studying and laboring to dif- 
fuse purjty and happiness among liis unholy and miserable creatures." 
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Flushing. 

the Rev. Alexander Colden, ■ 
DiiiiHi;, in Scotland, where li 
was. born Feb. 17, 1 CBS- He I / 

studied medicine Lit 'Plninlrargh, '—■' 
ant! in 1706 came to PhilaiieU BwW« »/ C-idxaUaiir CM,*-* sieiiabirc 

phifi, and established himself as a physician. In 1718, be removed to New York, and 
was ji(io!i appohned .snrveyor-i.-eni'tal, li in L :iPi i'r\v;iiil master i:i chancery. In 1720, he 
was advanced to a place in the king's eoiumil of Lin 1 pmvinoo. and was for a long time 
one of the most uouspicuoiis men; born of ilmt body. I.n I 7 d I, he was appointed lieutenant- 
governor, and held the oiilco 1:11 his death in 177b. lie was a dislinoaiisbcd scholar as 
well us a civilian : was thoroughly iv.rsed in the ';:i'/,vlid^.- of mcdiduc, botany, and its- 
trouomy ; and cones uoiuhil iviro ]nn:iy of I ho niosl crriiiii'iii scholars boih in America and 
.Europe. Ilesidos ins publications rolaiLnir to malb.'uiai.ies, 'nolany, anil medicine, he 
wrote a valuable history of iiie I'ive Indian Kalians. While holo: : n£ the ofnee of iio;;!cti- 
ant-governor, be resided most of the (hue at his farm in I'liisbin;:, culled .Spriii"; Hill. 
Ue died Sept. i>i">, 17711. nod ivas buiiotl in n jjviviik' coi'ieiery on the ^prliii; Hill farm. 
He had five sons ar.d live daughters, a part of whom only survived him. Three of his 
sons, A! (-Minder, Ouiiwallador, and David, were prominent men in tlic colony. Ci.il.wal- 
lader D. Coidr.ii, ih,: only .sea of David Golden, was bora at .Spring Hill in Flushing, 
April 4, '176SI. Ho couuuencoti bis i.t.incai'.nii hi the Iowa of Jamaica, atiti com;deled it 

in London. In .1.78"), he re;.umed to ibe United Sjeirs I commeiiecd the study of law. 

He entered upon the. irneiicc of his prufossi„u ai rou:rl;ki-op-ie. in 17-iS, where ho was 
soon math' distrio! alrcrney, ami iald the foundation of iii:; future fame. In a few year's 
ho stood, as a commercial lawyer, at the lead ol bis profession, uriil in the other branches, 
among tlio ilisf. In 1816 he was eleo(ed to llio Mew York sssemblv, and the same year 
appointed mayor of Xe.w York. In L#22 he- wns cbnsen a reprcsinlalivc in Congress. 
la 182-i he was elected lo the slab' senate, and hold (Lie ollb'.i ihroe years in succession. 
The most untiring industry ami pafient research were nocidiar fraits in his professional 

character, and marked ins onu hhiirs in every i ! l i r. lt ho innle'ionk. .He was anjixig (he 

earliest and most cmoient promoters, ia cou:Leo'lon with Do Wfcl Clinton, of the system 
of internal improvements. At Lie oomph'ticn of (lie F.iio .-anal, he. v.nr.r and published 
the memoir upon tin- sabhet. Ho v.- rule also the- life- of liuberl I'ulton, He died univer- 
sally estcemeil, at Jersey City, Feb. 7, 1834. 




Norii 



f Hempstead, Long Mai 



The annexed cnojanng shows iho appearance of Hempsleati village 
as it is entered from the north by the branch railroad, two miles in 
length, which connects the village with the Long Island railroad. It 
is pleasantly situated on the southern mannn of lite grout '" Hempstead 
plains" 31 miles from New York. The village consists of about, 300 
dwellings, 3 churches, and the Hempstead seminary, 
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RENSSELAER COUNTY. 



Henssklaer county was taken from Albany in 1791. Greatest 
length 30, greatest brcadtli 22 miles; centrally distant from New York 
N. 156, and from Albany E. 10 miles. The eastern portion of the 
county is broken and hilly, and in some places rather mountain oris and 
interspersed with fertile valleys. The central and western part is di- 
versified with lulls, and ;.i gently undulating surface. It has extensive 
valleys and flats of alluvion, with a warm rich soil; and the uplands 
have an easy soil, well adapted to the various purposes of agriculture. 
There is an abundance of mill sites, and the numerous streams irri- 
gate every portion of the country. Though short, they possess, from 
their great fall, much hydraulic power. The principal on the north are 
the Hoosick, and its triuuiaries the Little Hoosick and Tumhenick ; on 
the south Kinderhook, and its brunches Tockaxuasick and Vo.li.tic 
creeks ; the l'vt:sten and II iruav.1 kills, ar.d Mo'mP.aaars creek. This 
county had partial seillenienls at a vcrv early period of our history, 
and has long sustained a very considerable population. The whole of 
the county, except the towns of Schagiicoke, Pillstown, Hoosick, and 
north part of Lansingburg and pari of Troy, is comprised within the 
Rensselaer wy els patent, leased under the oru'iuary rent, in farms, at ten 
bushels of wheat the hundred acres. Tire county contains 13 towns 
and the city of Troy : 

Berlin, Hoosick, Pitts town, Stephentown, 

Brunswick, Lansingburg, Sand Lake, Troy. 

Grafton, Nassau, Schagticoke, 

Greenbush, Petersburg, Schodack, 

Troy city, seat of justice for the county, lies on the east side of the 
Hudson, 6 miles north of Albany, at the junction of the Hudson and 
Mohawk valleys. There is some reason to believe that its present site 
was visited by Hudson, the first navigator of Hudson river, in 1609. 
In the record of his voyage, it is slated lie " went sounding his way 
above the highlands, till at last the Crescent (the ship in which he 
made his voyage) had sailed beyond the city of Hudson, and a boat 
had advanced a little beyond Albany." Probably this boat ascended 
to the rifts which lay at the northerly part of the city, where the ordi- 
nary tides spent their force, and the navigation was interrupted. 

For more than a century after Hudson's voyage, the territory now 
comprising the site of Troy, (although within the limits of the grant 
made to the palroon.) probably remained part of the hunting ground 
of the Mohawk Indians. In 1720, a grant of 490 acres, extending 
along the Hudson between the Poestenkill and Meadow creek, com- 
prehending the original allotments on which the city was erected, 
was made in fee by the proprietor of the manor of Renssclaerwyck 
to Derick Van Derhcyden, at the srnali rent of three bushels and three 
pecks of wheat and four iat fowls annually. From the date of the 
grant, and possibly from a period a little earlier, this plain and the 
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first range of hills adjoining, was possessed by the grantee and his 
descendants, and small portions of it cultivated as a farm.* 

After the revolution, emit;- rams fro in Now Kngland, seeing the ad- 
vantageous situation of Van Derheyden, as it was then called, in- 
duced the proprietors to lay it out into town lots. At this period 
Lansingburg, then called the " New City," was a village of considera- 
ble size and commercial importance; the city of Albany lay a few 
miles to the south, and had for many generations been the centre of 
trade for the entire country around. These circumstances at the 
first appeared unpropitious to the growth of this place. The estab- 
lishment of the Federal government in 1789, and the settlement of 
the " new state" of Vermont, gave an impulse to the spirit of enter- 
prise. The village of Van Derheyden being at the head of the nat- 
ural navigation of the Hudson, after some struggle began to outstrip 
the " New City," which had been unwisely located above the rifts, 
The earliest surveys of the three allotments into which the site was 
originally divided, were made between the years 1786 and 1790; 
one or two slight buildings in 1780, and a small number the two years 
following. It is stated that by the spring of 1789, five small stores 
and about a dozen dwelling-house; had been erected. The appella- 
tion of Van Derheyden' s Ferry was now changed into the more 
classic name of Troy. 

In 1791, the courtly of Rensselaer was detached from Albany, and 
Troy was selected as the county seat. In 1793 the first courthouse 
was erected, and the jail the following year. The influential men 
among the first settlers were the friends of order, and supporters of 
the institutions of religion. When they were too few to support a 
clergyman, they were accustomed to assemble in a store at the sound 
of a conch-horn, and afterward in a. school-house. Here they usu- 
ally listened to a sermon read by Dr. Samuel Gall, or the late Col. 
Pawling, a revolutionary officer. In 1791, the inhabitants, too 
few to consult their denominational preferences, by an united effort 
erected a frame for a house of public worship, which was covered 
the following year, and although unfinished, was used a.s a place for 
public worship. This building became the first edifice of the Pres- 
byterian congregation. The Rev. Dr. Jonas Coe was their first min- 
ister. His services at this period were divided between Troy and 
Lansingburg, bis residence being in the latter place. An Episcopal 
church, an edifice of small dimension of brick, was erected in 1804, 
which was enlarged some years afterward, and is now known as 
St. John's church. In 1805, the Baptist congregation erected a house 
of worship in Third-street, which was afterward enlarged. The 

: " Mr. Elijah Ac::n::s, iinw ;'ls](h 77 i urir- of n-jr, ivlio i;ns railed !:i:re about 60 years, 
states that when he first knew r.liu Vim iki-heydon lands, l.lii>i-« were. jmlihes or strips with, 
in ilifj present cite of '.he cUy, kuov.-ii us iliu cam graitaiU of the native Indiana. Some- 
time after he had taken up his resilience hurt;, a full grown bear swnm across the Hudson, 
landed near the upp-r furry, su<l on \n:'i:v; pursued rai arjruss i : j o W iuiul anionij r.liu small 
oaks, and at length ascended a pine tree near the prcse:i: location u: the Rensselaer In. 
stitute, and was there brought to the ground Vjv a shot from his rifle. 
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Methodist Episcopal congregatio 
ship in State-street in 1809. 




The Troy Female Seminary, located : 
rank among the institutions of learning i 
and Sarah L. Willard ..-.re the principals, 
vice-principal : there ...re besides 21 tcachei 
ing account and historical sketch has be 
individual well acquainted with it. 



Tbe school of which the Troy Sfjin'i 
Vermont, m 1SU, by Mrs. Emma Wills 
l:,e r'-iK(:i|;iL v. us -■ ■ 1 1 i - ■ L ! i ■: ] ::i niuove it 
eoniii'.io;] rimr 'lit.' moat indmolial geuLe 
the legislature a pcutior, for ineorporam. 
Then 1 fi]-j]j;-oh;iT:-:-jn „£ this measure was 
governor of tho slate. On being prcsui 
atifi in'rodin'cd "ho subfile; into Iiie; mess.- 

Iu the winter of Ib'lS-lf), i.be petition 
ture, and for the first time (lie rights ol 
legislative l'.; : :ll. Among its supporters 
The jusiiee of the ciaim iviis acknowkid. 
rated, ami ii hill for endowment brought 



i this place, holds a high 
i our country. John H. 
and Nancy Hinsdale the 

i and officers. The follow- 
in kindly furnished by an 



Id imi:e in carryiii;; before 
die instimiion Ibi- leiiniles, 
. of Dp Win Clinton, then 
^pressed bis hlgu aonroval, 

s, presented !u :lie leg; = la- 

nni Mr, John G. Pperieer. 



n ni Wiui-'Hord, in the large 
o years. The next winter, 
evened i:f an ondewnnai;, 



In 'In: spring of lbi!i!, 'lit 1 proposed school went in:o oncrinit 
Imilijiiig noiv occupier: a.s a bo:<\, 'Iml having beei iiiied tor '■■• 
session ,.it' the. legislature dcicatcd ike hones whhh had been 
but in tho mean lime privctc pa lrr.su: ge web abundant. 

In 1821, tiiP school | : , in:rv larve, anni no place being provided in TVaterford for its icimn. 
modntion, ic woe removed to Troy, the corporation of trial city having ioi.ed 8-I.III.H) tor a 
building. Since, dm: period, the reins of the balding have been mi.de :o meet the interest 
and almost all the prim-ipid of llai moneys e.vpemlefi i:i its several rnhirge merits ami m the 
addition; to lis sroinius. 5im:e 1S3? 'his nisihmion has received from 'lie sia'o a .share of 
the literature fund, by which the library, appai-nuia, otc, previously furnished by the 1'rin. 
cipal, have been nnidc mote ceinpli!:e. Tins schaoi has educated a! leas:, five thousand 
pupils; of whom about one tenth nave been letiehcrs, avid ii has furnished Principals for 
many of the most distinguished Ii male seimo!:-.; in every par! of the Liiiiou. The present 
Principal of I ins seniiinuy, Mis. Ire. mh L, Wijlar.l, spcnl rimiitccii year-' in the hisliiuiion aa 
pupil, leather, and viec.prin cipal, h..!..av in- nil n;;.! its govern mem. kbit die hover mimlier of 
tile young ladies bire educated have nianiid, end ai-e nov.-, traiuy of them, standing in tho 
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first circles and umo:nr ibn {ire: women of o-jr country in regard to piety and moral worth, 
domestic u.-efLiUie.pB, and intellectual and social aeroiimusnnieni;;. Several of the pupils 
have been dist banished as ro.thore. About iv.-unty teachers are can=,t;]r.i;y employed. The 
number oi' pupils !>v;:i;i aboiu :.wo nundxJ, e/ives a-i wr.wt of one leaeher to ten pupils. 
Tile objects of education as slated in the original plun arc considered tn be, first, religious 
and moral ; second, literary ; third, ilomesiic ; and fourth, ornamental. Jim ia obtain these 
ends, the physical attd mcmal powers nu.si. he liivelopod and s;rcue- hcicdiudue order and 
proportion. Grea'. care has been bestowed or; hoaim, and but one dcatii of a pupil, and 
tin; a Maiden one from organic aiibellon oi' liio hem:, has occurred. 

The Rensselaer Institute is an excel if tit institution under the charge 
of Professor Eaton. Many young men are here fitted for the pro- 
fession of civil engineering. The system of teaching is thorough 
and practical. 

The city of Troy is regularly laid out. on a plan similar to that of 
Philadelphia. The principal street is River-street, which extends 
along the Hudson the whole length of the city, and is ornamented 
with many splendid ;md spacious stores. It is the theatre of a very 
extensive business. The remaining 1 portion of the place generally 
exhibits the quiet aspect of the country. Many of the buildings, both 
public and private, arc spacious and elegant. The courthouse, built 
of SSin.tr Sing marble, is a splendid edifice, after the Grecian model. 
St. Paul's church is a noble Gothic edifice, erected at an expense of 
about 50,000 dollars. There are in Troy sixteen places of public 
worship— viz, 4 Presbyterian. 3 Episcopal, 2 Methodist, .1 Scotch 
Presbyterian, 2 Baptist, 1 Catholic, 2 African, and 1 Friends 
meeting-houses. On the Wynant and Poestens kills, which here 
empty into the Hudson, are several extensive manufacturing estab= 
lishments. The city is abundantly supplied with excellent water from 
the neighboring hills. Hydrants are placed at the corners of the 
streets with hose attached, which in case of lire, as the natural head 
of the water is 75 feet above the city level, supersedes the use of 
fire-engines. Troy is indebted in a. great measure for its prosperity 
to its advantageous situation, and the enterprise and industry of her 
inhabitants. She has extensively availed herself of the facilities 
afforded by the river and the Erie and Cliamphtin canals. The tides 
of the Hudson frequently ascend to a dam thrown across the river 
about a mile and a half above the centre of the city. By means of 
a lock, sloop navigation is thus afforded to ihe village of Water ford. 
Within the last few years Troy has increased rapidly in wealth and 
population. In 1-S20'her population was 5,368; in 1830, 11,566; in 
1850,29,785. The Rensselaer and Saratoga railroad, 24 miles to 
Ballston Spa, crosses the Hudson at this place by a bridge 1,600 feet 
in length. 

.TLEii"! «.'(.'!.'.'■«.■ j/'t'i', or rho manor of JiV.'ts-sc.W; , i:n:!nd( s :■. very extensive tract r:u by Inside; 
of the Hudson^ in nearly the centre of which is the city of Albany. It is ^i miles wide 
on the river, and about 42 nnics h:vj, east am! west, ft includes in its area all of Rensse- 
laer county, exceptlm: the towns uf irclrmlim/okr:, Hoosick, and I'i:tstown, and the greater 
part of Albany county. The ti'le 10 ibis pater.i. is derived from several successive grams 
!iv the Government of Holland, daii'i.j- as far back a-; J.lil.l, when the first grant was made 
he soil, under conditions 
stipulated by the government of Holl'ine, " When this country changed masters, passing 
from the Dutch to the English, again for a shell time 1.0 the Dutch, and finally again to tho 
English, some oonlroveiiies. arose abcur indemnifies, but ihe orivate. right of the original 
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proprietor of th« colony til" Tt-'issfUinrwy^t was never iinc.itiuiied. And on the 4th of 
Ma roll. IfiSfi, Hi': ■■■.-! i :>lc v.-:is rj, : .n firmer* by leflers patent, ii'tier Ihr cjvat seal of the prov- 
ince of New York, by Tlnnvjns ll'iiiiXiiu, lii'iiU'mnil-n-ovcnior ■:■:' ilia same. The original 
design of the Dute'i government extended only to Mis foiirnitiiir of colonies in this country 
by ei'.izens or' IJo.ia;ta. wbo siiou.r! amicably acquire tlm liiiiii:u litk' Ui tiio lauds ; and tlio 
founder of a colony was I ;n< re ;'■:>:■« styled iis iiafrimii by 1.1 j« bill of iirivilesrcs and the deed 
of conveyance, tin- liilrr nl v.liica ivus omy i^asacd wben i.bc native, rijjht hail been ac- 
tjnitfid by pnichnse." A |^r*.= :si portion of [lis land ;<i jiemiLinent'.y teased, and rent annually 
paid in tlie products of the soil to the patioon at Albany. 



-: r 




of Lansingburg. 

1801. It is beautifully situated 
ou the Hudson, 3 miles K. of Troy, 9 N. from Albany, and 1 S. from 
Waterford. Formerly it was called the " New City," and the ra- 
pidity of its growth at that time excited wonder. The village is 
regularly laid out with capacious streets in squares of 400 by 2(>0 
feet, and is a place of considerable maiudacturing and commercial 
business. There arc here 2 Presbyterian, 2 Methodist, 1 Baptist, 1 
Episcopal, and 1 Universalis! church, an academy In high repute, 2 

E riming offices, a bank, many mercantile stores, &c, and about 400 
ouses. Three of the sprouts of the Mohawk enter the Hudson near 
the village, and the Cahoes Falls arc often distinctly heard in the still- 
ness of the night. The annexed engraving is from a view taken near 
the bridge a short distance above the village, connecting it with Water- 
ford. In the extreme distance, ou lite right, the bridge over the Hud- 
son, at Troy, is visible. Lansingburg was organized as a village in 
1771, and " is one of the oldest, if not the oldest, chartered village in 
tie state." 

The village of Grcenbush, opposite Albany, contains upwards of 
'00 dwellings. During the last war with Great Britain, the United 
States canton me :it was erected here about 2 miles eastward of Alba- 
ny. The buildings are now in a ruinous condition. Scaghticoke 
Point is a large manuiaemrinir village containing upwards of 150 
dwellings, 13 miles NE. of Troy. Hoosick Falls, 24 miles NE. of 
Troy, is a manufacturing village containing about 80 dwellings. 
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RICHMOND COUNTY. 



Richmond, an original county, was organized November 1, 1683, 
and comprises Staton Island. Shooter's Island, and the islands of mea- 
dow on the wesl side of Slaten Island. It is about 14 miles long, and 
its greatest breadth is 8 ; mean breadth 5 miles. It is divided into 4 
towns, all of winch were organized in 1788. Pop. 10,985. 

Castleton, Northfield, Southfield, Westfield. 




Sailor's Snug Harbor. 

The " Sailor's Sim:: .1 I arbor" is a charitable institution for aged or 
infirm seamen, pleasantly located about a mile W. of New Brighton. 
The buildings are in the Grecian style, with marble fronts; the main 
building, 65 by 100 feet, has marble pillars in front, and is connected 
by corridors with wings of 53 by 100 feet. Cost of construction 
$115,000. The institution was founded in 1801, by Robert Richard 
Randall, of New York, who bequeathed 22 acres for this purpose in 
the 15th ward, which at that time was of comparatively little value, 
but now has increased to an immense estate. Connected with the 
building is a farm of 160 acres. In the yard fronting the edifice is an 
elegant monument to the memory of the founder. No worthy appli- 
cant has ever yet been rejected. There are here at present 1 1 of the 
sons of Neptune, many oi whom having dropped their jast anchor, have 
found a snug port for life. 

Richmond, the county seat, 13 miles from New Yoik, is a neat but 
antiquated village, partly located in this town and in Northfield and 
Westfield. It contains 2 churches, 2 hotels, 3 courthouse and jail, 
and about 45 dwellings. At the Narrows are jhe forts Tompkins, 
Richmond, and Hudson, and the Signal Hill. 
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Rockland cotj.vty was taken front Orange in 1.798 ; greatest length 
23, greatest breadth 18 miles. It is situated id the extreme southern 
angle of the .-^ate, upon the "west side of the Hudson. Its surface is 
generally much broken, arid in the W. and NW, mountainous. 
The valleys are rich, extensive, and fertile. Dobbs Ferry, Stony Point, 
Fort Clinton, and the Pass, were noted in the annals of die revolution. 
"Orangetown, now in Rockland, was the capital of the comity until 
1737, when a courthouse and jail were built at Goshen, in Orange, 
and the courts were holden at the two places alternately. About 1774, 
the courthouse and jail at Orangetown having been destroyed by fire, 
and part of the village having been transferred to New Jersey, public 
buildings were erected at I lie 'New City,' then in the precinct of 
Haverstraw." The New York and Erie railroad commences at 
Piermont, and running through Oran^towu, Ciarksiown, and Ramapo, 
enters Orange county in the town of Monroe. This county is divided 
into 4 towns, viz. : 

Clarkson, Haverstraw, Orangetown, Ramapo. 




i Hudson. This 

l of the Hudson, 

the Highlands, having a lighthouse on its summit. It was a fortified 
post during the revolutionary war, and is distinguished by the celebrated 
assault made upon it. on lire 16th July, 1779, by Gen. Wayne. Ver- 
planck's Point, on the opposite side of the river, is also a place dis- 
tinguished in the history of the revolution. The following is an ac- 
count of the storming of Stony Point, as communicated in a letter 
from Gen. Wayne to Washington, dated Stony Point, July 17th, 1779. 

and particular relation of tlis reduction of 



" Sir, — 1 hiivt; the litiriur to give you a fi 
is J'oint, by the. lijrhl iuJi-ur:-y under my i 
:1 Ui; -Ji.s 1 5lli iiihlanl a) twelve u'deik u 



• took lip our line of jnsrcl) from Sandy Bearh. 
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distant fourteen miies i'u.'.-.; ihis pk.ce ; 'In' roads hem:.; exceedingly bad and narrow, and 

having ta pass over high moimlains, thronch deep morasses, anil ilifucnlt defiles, we were 
obliged lo move in single flies the greatest pail of ihe. way. A; night o'cioek in the even, 
ing t!ie van arrived in Mr. Sprmgst.e.els, within one nuie iuai n. Inilf of ihe enemy, and 
formed into columns us las! as liioy came up, agreeably u.i ihe order cf ba'tle annexed; 
namely, Colonels I'chi.tor'^ am] Mcig:-' rcgm.ui-s, with Major [rules detachment, formed 
ilic right column ; Gohniel B,.:lcr's ics'mtn; and Mtjar Mio'f-y's two companies the left. 
The troops remained in ihis piishion until several of ilie principal olnecrs with myself had 

returned from rcc; oil ring the works. At half ali.er eleven o'clock, being r.hc hour fixed 

on, the whole moved forward. The van of rhe right consisted of one hundred and fifty 
volunteers, properly orliei iv:i, who advanced with ttnioad.od miski <* and fixed bayonets, 
under the command of Lieii:er,;mi..C chine] I'"i ury ; these were preceded by twenty picked 
men, and a vigilant r.m! brave ullicer to remove the abatis and other obstructions. The 
van of the left consisted of otre hundred vol im leers, mull r the command r.f Major Mtewarr, 
with unloaded muske's and fixed bayonets, also preceded hy a leave and dciemiiued olhcer 
with twenty men, for die same purpose as the other. 

"At twelve o'clock the assault was in begin on !i:o right and left thinks of the enemy's 
works, whilst Major Muri'oy amused thorn in hunt ; bin a dec]! morass covering their whole 
front, and at this lime ovei-fhiwod hy the tide, tojiothcr with other obstructions, rendered 
the approaches mere diilicoh ilnin was u( lirsi. apprehended, so i.hat it. was about twenty 
minutes after twelve before the assa::'l bogim ; previously i.o which I. placed myself at the 
head of Febiger's regiment, or the right column, ami gave nee, tumps the most pointed 
orders not to lire on any aecimn*, hut place mir whole dcpcirtlctLco on ihe bayonet, which 
order was literally ami fdthf.dly obeyed. Neither the deep morass, die formidable and 
double rows of almtis, nor ihe strong works in fron: and iiar.k, toiihl (iarnp the ardor of the 
troops, who, in the face of i! most tremeudeus and incessant lire of musketry, and from 
cannon leaded with grape-shol, forced tin ir way ac the point of the bayonet through every 
obstacle, both columns meeting in liie centre of the enemy's w ;eks nettriy si t -he same in. 
Slant. Too much praise canno- ho given to Licetet.nr.l.cidoiicl Flfiiry (who struck the. 
enemy's standard wi'ii his own katai,; and to Major Site wait, who commanded the advanced 
parties, I'nv the.ii- bravo aiel prudent conduct 

'• Colonels Busier, Meets, and Fehiger conducted themselves with that coolness, bravery, 
and perseverance, thai will over insure success. LieMtcnsiii-iolonc: Jftiy was wouniled jn 
the thigh, bravc!y fighting a' :hc head of his battalion. 1 slmuld take up too much of your 
excellency's time, were 1 :« pariicidai;/c every individual who deserves it for his bravery 
on this occasion. J cannot, however, oinii. tViioor f.ee, to v.dieie J am indebted for frequent 
and very useful ]n:ei.e;;enee, which com rib.: led much to die success of liie enlerprise ; and 
it is with the creates; plei^nre I acknowledge to vo.:, dial. I was supported in the attack by 
all the officers and si; Id!.: is nutter my eeromaua, to h< une.osi of my v. ishes. The officers 
and privates of the artillery exerted themselves in turning the cannon against Verplanck'a 
feint, and forced the enemy tit cut the cables of their shipping, and run down the river. 

" 1 should be wanting :u gratitude were I to omic nn. uii'.e'iiig Captain I'ishbourn and Mr. 
Archer, my two aids -de -camp, win on every occasion showed the greatest intrepidity, and 
supported me into the works after .1. receive,! my wanni! it; pa--i:,g die last abatis. 

" Fnolosed are the returns of the killed and ivoeiuled of i.i.o light i;:laui.ry, as also of the 
enemy, toge'her with the number of p.iisoners ittki.n, likewise of tin: ordnance and stores 
found in the garrison. 

" i ferirot n; iitfi.rm your excellency, 'hat previously to my marching, T had drawn Gene, 
ral Muhlenberg into my rear, who, v.nii three hundred men of his brigade, rook nost on the 
opposite side of the. marsh, so as to lie in readiness either 10 stppori mo, or to cover a re. 
treat in case of accident; and I have no duubi of his fnidiihy atiu chcclitally executing 
tidier, had there: liecn u::y nceaaion for him. 

"The human:!)' of our bravi: soioicry, wiio scomeit to teko f'lt: lives of a vanquished foe 
calling for mercy, re dec Is Mie liigie s; no nor en them, Mid accounts fjr the few of the enemv 
killed on the occasion. 

" I am not satisfied with the manner in which I have i tinned ihe. conduct of Lieuten. 

ants Gibbons and Kr.ox, the 'wo genitcuieii who led ;he advuiced parties of twenty men 
each. Their dis tint; ui shed bravery deserves the hitthest. cominetniniion. The former he. 

longs to ihe sixth Ik nnsyivaiiki i\ Ltnient, ami Inst seve eu men killed and wounded in 

the attack; the latler belongs lo iiic nintii Pennsylvania rcginieut, and was more fortunate 
in saving his men, llio.uf.-h not less exposed. I iiavc the honor lo be, &c. 

" AftTHONV WiVHE." 

" The n unber of prisoners taken in the fort was fim fcmditd and forty-three. By Ge. 
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ncral Wayne's return 'he uu.iiiVr of killed ivns skty-tinv.o. T« ( okmel Johnson's official 
account of the transaction, his loss in kilh-i! is stated to Lave been oaiy twenty. It is not 
ensy to reconcile this discrepancy. Tins a;suilia;r parly had fifteen killed and eighty-three 

•' Congress paised resales highly complimentary In the officers and privates engaged in 
tins enterprise, and c.-.niLuiing tin- pro:;iis» el' reward winch liiit! been previously made by 
General Wayne : and also directing the value o:' all the military stores taken at Stony 
Point to ha asuerla'iied and divided airio:ijj the troops who were enjraffed in storming the 

" The rewards ware aa follows : to the first man who cntcrcr; the enemy's works, five 
hundred do'lars ; to the second, four hundred (!u.l;u-« ; to the third, three hundred ; to the 
fourth, two hundred ; lo I In: tilih. one hundred ; :.iem;r id tern liuiuind dolhtrs in the whole. 
Thi; ordnance and ether slure- were c-thnated at nne hundred ami lifiv-cijrlif. thousand sis 
hundred and forty dollars ; which amount was divided among the troops in proportion to 
;he pav or' the elhcirs and men. 

'■ Tiirce diitcrcnt medals, < m blent a' teal nf tin; ae-ibui. were si ruck by order of congress, 
bearing the names respectively of Wayne, I'leury, and Stewart," 

The village of Piermonl, 24 utiles N. of Now York, contains about 
150 dwellings and 2 churches. The New York and Erie railroad 
commences here by a pier in the river nearly a mile in length. Bobbs' 
Ferry, a noted place in the revolution, is about a mile below this place, 
Tappan, a little village of about 20 houses, is 3 utiles W. of Piermont, 
and is distinguished as the place where Major Andre was executed 
during the revolution. In 1831, Ins remains wore disinterred by the 
British consul, and conveyed to IjOndon. 




North view of the place where Andre -was executed. 

The place where Andre was executed is at the summit of a hill, 
about a quarter of a mile west of Tappan village, and overlooking to 
the east a romantic and fertile valley. A small heap of stones, thrown 
Hastily together, with an upright stake and a few names carved rudely 
upon it, is the only monument lo mark the spot of his execution and 
his grave. While in Tappan village, Andre was confined in an an- 
cient stone mansion, at present occupied as a tavern by Mr. Thomas 
Wandle, His trial took place in the old Dutch church, which was 
torn down in 1836. A new one has since been creeled on the same 
site. Washington's head-cjuarters were in the antiquated stone dwel- 
ling now occupied by Mr, Arthur Johnson. 
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The following account of the execution of Andre, which took place 
Oct. 2, 1780, is given by an eye-witness. 

" I was at lhal time an ei r T. i lit": f% i ■ in ('..-.]. Jedudtat! Baldwin'^ regimen', a part of which 
was staiiouetl within a .short di.s lance (if ike saot v. »■ re Andre suffered. One of our men, 
(I believe his narrii; "Lis Armstrong,) In ii;, r tn:'j i.i the oldi .-' ant; bcsl workmen at Ins Irado 
in die regiment, was selected tii make his colli:), which lie p; rfei-nicd and painted black, 
agreeable lo the custom in those times. 

" At lllis time A:u:re was eon li up :.l in wliat ms called a l)::tch church, a small stone 
halloing, with only one door, and clo^oiy guarded by sis sentinels. When the hoot ap. 
pointed for his execution arrived, which I :■( licvo was 2 o'clock, I'. M,, a gourd of three 
hundred men were paraded at the place of his confinement. A kiwi of procession was 
formed by p! icing :ho g::nrd in single rile mi each side of the road. In front were a large 
number of Atnetii;a;i otucers of iirLj.ii rnuk, on horseback ; these were fallowed by the 
wag-on containing Andre's codiu — lite:) il large number of oilici rs r.n loot, wi'h Andre in 
their midst. The proct.ssion maved slowly up a ii:iitL-. : nitfiy rising bill, I should think about 
ei fourth of a mile to the west. On the top was a held without ;uiy enclosure; in this was 
a very high gaihras, made by selling' '.:}> iwo poles or crolches, layivit; i: pole on the top. 
The "-agon that cou'uiued t::o colim was drawn diicc'ly mnb'i' die gallows. In a short 
time Aiscij-p stepped into the bind end of the wagon — liier. on his colli.: — look oil' his hat 
and laid it down — ihou placed hi.- harms upon ids hips, am: wad;cd very uprightly hack 
and forlh, as far as ihe length of his eo(li:i wiuilil pcrinil, at the same lime casting his eye:-: 
upon the polo over his head and die whole scenery hy which he was surrounded. He was 
dressed in wha! 1 should call a complete .lirilish uniform ; iiis coat was of the lirightesl. sear- 
let, faced or trimmed will: Ihe most beautiful gno:i ; his under dollies, or vest and breeches, 
were bright hull' very similar to those worn hy nniiNirv uliiccts in tioimecticut at the pre- 
sent day; he had a Ion;.- and healthful head or" hair, which, agreeable so the fashion, was 
wound with a bkuk idium!, and hung down his back. All eyes wore upon him, and it is 
not believed ilia I any odice.r in die British army, placid in his silna'io:), wouid have appeared 
better than Thi= unfortunate man. 

" Not many mini: 'is at'nr he took his s;a:id cpoti ihn colTin, ihe exeerdioner stepped into 
the wagon with a ha.-er in his hand, en one end of which was « inn ll.e soldiers in those 
days called a hangman's knot, which he attempted lo pal over the head and around the 
neck of Andre, !>t;r. by a siuhien movement of his hand ibis was preveutetl. Andre took 
oil' tin- handkerchief limn his nock, unpinned his shir; collar, and deliberately took the end 
of the halter, put it over his bead, and placed ihe knot direedy under his right ear, and 
drew it verysnmdy to hi? neck ; he Mien m:.ik from his coal pock, t a handkerchief ami tied 
it over ids eyes. Tins dime, ihe oiliccr that commanded dds name I have fnyotten) spoke 
in riLther a iond voted, ami sail! that his aims must be lied. Auin; a! once pulled down 
ihe handkerchief lie had just tied over his eyes, and drew from hi--' pocket a second one, 
and gave lo Ihe cxi'ci.i doner, and linn replacci.i his handkerchief. II::- arms were tied just 
above the elbows, and b. hind the back : ihe rope was then made fast m the pole overhead. 
The wagon was very suddenly drawn from under l.ao gallon's, which, together with the 
length of rope, gave ram a most tremendous swine: back am; fiirl!;, hul in a few moments he 
ht.ug eniircly sdll. Dining ihe whole truusuciiiu im appeared ;■■,* li:de daunted as Mr. John 
Rogers, when he. was about to be burnt at the stake ; but ids couritennnce was rather pale. 
He remained hanging,! should think, from 20 to 30 nnuuies, ami during that time the 
chambers of death were "never stiller linn the multitude by which he was surrounded. 
Orders were given to cut Ihe rope, am! take him down without letting him fall ; this was 
done, and his body carefully laid on the ground!. — Shortly after, the guard was withdrawn 
and spectators were permitted to come forward to view die corpse, Inn rhe crowd was so 
great that it was some time before I conk! get an opportunity. When I was able to do 
this, his coat, vest, and breeches were taken oil", and his body laid in the oolTin, covered by 
some under clothes. The top of ike collin wtisnoi pin on. I viewed the corpse more care, 
fully than I had ever done that of any r.;:;ui:ii being before. II:s head was very much on 
one. side, in consequence of die manner in which ihe !:td-er drew upon his neck. His face 
appeared to be treat y swoden ami very black, oineii n scmbiing e !.:g:. degree of mortiri. 
cation ; it was indeed a shocking sight to behold. There was at this time standing at the 
foot of ihe coffin, two \ cut;;; men of uncommon shur! e ; n:uro— I should think not more 
than four feel. high. 7'heir dress was the most gaody that I ever beheld. One of them had 
the clothes just taken from Andre hanging on his arm. I took particular pains to learn who 
they wore, and was informed lent they were, hi" setvinis, scut up from New York to take 
care, of Ins eioihes, but what odicv business 1 did not learn. 

"I now turned to take a view of the executioner, who was still standing by one of ths 
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oostsof the gallon. i. walked niffh nmii^i fo him I.o havn laid my hand upon 
<!er, atid looked him directly in his law, Ms e.ppeured to be about twcnty-nvi 
age, his beard of two or three weeks-' growth, ruul hi.- whole face covered will 

!ieared to mo to bo blacking lakpn Imm the outside, of a greasy pot. A mor 
■ joking being 1 never beheld— his whole rimnienojiee bespoke Ijiui i.o be a (1: 
for the business lie had been doing. Wishing to sec the closing of the wholi 
remained upon Ike spot, until sca'ee twenty ]>-;:■ rsosis were- left, but the coffin ■ 
side the grnve, winch Inul previously hern dug. 1 now returned to my ten 
mind deeply imbued v.-illt liie shocUnis scene 1 lud been called to witness." 



ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY. 

St. Lawrence county was taken from Oneida in 1802 ; distant 
from New York. 350, from Albany !\W, 206 miles. Greatest length 
on the St. Lawrence river, which bounds it on the N., 66 miles ; 
greatest breadth 64. This county is larger by 1,000 square miles 
than any other in the state. That portion of it bordering upon the St. 
Lawrence, and extending 30 or 40 miles into the country, is agreeably 
diversified, waving in gentle swells and broad valleys, with extensive 
tracts of champaign. The soil is warm, rich, and productive, and equal 
to any of the uplands of the state. The southeastern part is broken 
and mountainous. These mountains abound with fine iron ore. The 
county is comparatively unsettled, but is now filling up rapidly. Since 
1820, the population has more than trebled. This county extends 75 
miles along the St. Lawrence. The many large streams, with their 
branches, furnish some internal navigation, with superabundance of 
hydraulic power. The St. Lawrence has a good sloop navigation 
from Lake Ontario to Ogdensburg. From Ogdcnslmrg to Montreal, 
the navigation is dangerous on account of the rapids. This river is 
studded with numberless islands, rendering the scenery highly pictur- 
esque and beautiful. Wheat is raised upon the new lands, but there 
is danger of its being winter-killed in the long and almost unmitigated 
frosts. Rye, grass, and all the summer crops flourish luxuriantly ; 
and it is obvious that the great source of wealth here will be found in 
grass farming and the culture of sheep. The county is divided into 
25 towns : 



Brasher, 


Hammond, 


Massena, 


Potsdam, 


Canton, 


Hermon, 


Morristown, 


Rossie, 


De Kalb, 


.riopkinton, 


Norfolk, 


Russell, 


De Peyster, 


Lawrence, 


Oswegatchie, 


Stockholm. 


Edwards, 


Lisbon, 


Parishville, 




Fowler, 


Louisville. 


Pierrepont, 




Governeur, 


Madrid, 


Pitcairn, 





Ogdensburg, the largest place in the county, has a population of 
2,555. It is 204 miles N. from Albany, 130 from Montreal, 120 
W. from Plattsburgh, 63 NE. from Sacketts Harbor, and 18 from 
Canton. This was formerly the county seat, but it has been re- 
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View of G<ideir.i!ncni, 

moved to Canton. The above view was la 'ken on the bank of fheOswe- 
gatchie river, near the rains of the; old barracks. The steeple seen on 
the left is thai, of the Presbyterian church ; the one on the extreme 
right the old courthouse ; the academy is next to it ; and the square 
steeple is that of the Kpiseopal denomination. The first religious 
society organized was the Presbyterian ; they held their meetings, as 
far back as 1811, in the old courthouse. In 18113, they erected their 
first church, a few rods southwest ofwbere the present stone church 
now stands. There arc here 1 Baptist, 1 Methodist, 1 Episcopal, 1 
Roman Catholic, and 1 Presbyterian church, besides a society of 
Unitarians. 

The proximity of the town to the Canada line made it an import- 
ant place during the late war, and the scene of several minor military 
operations. The following is extracted from Thompson's History 
of the Late War. 

In retaliation [">;■ ;; ibiriiiii cvphii' jicvi'iiriuf'ri by f!n;i:. rV.iy:i; of :ln~ rifie regiment, in (lit; 
destruction of an ii-in:ei:so fjiiLsinLi.y of starts, i.e., cdlecind i!i. ihi; t^r.id village of Ganano. 
que, in Ihe town of Lend*, in Cannon, " the tr.i.my delumbi:;d on a'.tacking ami ilisslroy- 
ing the !own of Ojrdcnsburg-. Opposiie lo iliis is nuii.lid lhe CmiinUa^ village of i'resuott, 
before which the BihUh hoi! a sirong line of hrnn't works. On zo.p. HA of October, Ifc'12, 
iliey opeucd a lii.inv,- i^aimonaiihig o:i liio lown JV.it: i duir Uni'cvics, ami condoned to bom. 
bald il with Siit'e in ermission mid! liic m;dit of Lit; 3d ; 01:0 or l.'.vo biddings only were 
injnred. On Sunday, die <(ih, l.nvit:?; prepared for:;' boats, widi from ton to fifteen armed 
men in each, they advanced with .'iv pieces of m-ii'.'cry, to storm :he rows. General Brown 
cu:iiM.'i|-...i. ;] nl n f ;d.ns!inrg in person, a;:o "hen rh.< nrmy ):;.(] :iai-;-ncri' widihi a short 
distance, he unbred his :iihib i.;i open a winin ['.-.-■ npiii llieni. The liridsh, nevertheless, 
steadily approach eii die shore, and kep: up '-leir lire ihr I'.m horns ; during which, they sus- 
tained the galling i'.;:; of die Americans, urji! 0:10 of ilmir bonis was taken, and two others 
en shaitered, ihai 1 : . r ■ i 1- i.tim s were obliged :■.> abandon idem ; they 'lieu reiiiu[iii'hed die 
assault and (led to fresco tt. There has I, ecu no cugii.gemen:, perhaps, which exhibited 
more gallanlrv on both sides. In this attneii, Gi.u. Brown had under his cuunuund about 
400 men, the British 1000." 

The annexed account of the taking of this place on the 21st of 

February, 1813 is extracted from lire same source as the above. 
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Is of the ettet-y at IVrsrolt »ra: indicative of en it: 1 en; inn to attack Oj 
densburg. Colonel Eenedict was di !■■<•■ lore induced to cull out his regiment of militia, and 
arroiisreiiients wire :]nr.].--ii;i ii'ly mad:? lijr ihc ilol'oiico of tin: p'.ace. On lire 31s! of Fcbrn. 
ary, the enemy up :."<a red he-tore it, v. iiii a jb;-c.. : of twelve ii-:!id:n; men, aiid succeeded in 
driving on; Captain Forsyth ami his troops, Tim iiiLiish attacked in two calumns, of sis 
hundred men each, a: 8 o'clock l:i :ho m;;rm:;,r, ami mil: eomiTjanced by Capt. M'Domiell 
of '.an Gb-ri^ary lii.lii i inanity, ami iJolouol Francr of loo Canadian militia. The American 
riflemen anil militia rccuvtu them »viib fannies.-', aud emimudcd for me ground upwards 
of an hour; when the si.porior;:y of ;:uii:kr s compelled licui ioabando'i it, and to retreat 
to Blank Lake, litany uoie miles from OsueiLsliunr, alter losing twenty men in killed and 
wounded. The loss of die enemy, from eke- (if-hhorato coolness widi which the rifleman 
fired, was reputed to have been linico ihu: number. The ilrifsh account, which claimed 
tile capture of ironu-nsc stores, none of wlu.-h itad ever boe.-i deposited there, o.dmitteit the 
loss of five distinguished officers. In cor.se u-.-.cucc of this affair, a message was sent by the 
commandant of Tort Goorire, to Colons. M'heely, me commandant of I'ort Niagara, in. 
forming mm that a salute wou.d be fired 1:10 m-xt d;ty in lienor of the cap rare of the Ameri- 
can village. Colom-t lU'Feoiy having received i dhgence i;i the course, of the same even. 

ilia, el" the capture of his majesty's fruiale die Java, roa.irued die t-essage to the British 
commandant, by cu-jnujuiiifu :::sij to dim his m-.cnticn of lirhjr a sable, at the same hour 
from Fort Niagara, in celebration of :lllo brilliant event." 

The following additional particulars respecting the taking of Og- 
densburg were obtained by personal conversation wit.li a resident at 
that time. Ti.te British I muled in I he northers] p;i el of the village, rteai 
some barracks occupied by a detachment of militia under Captain 
Lytle, which he evacuated and then joined Col. Forsyth at the fort. 
The enemy marched up through Ford-street, and when the Ameri- 
cans had abandoned the fort, they crossed over on the ice opposite 
to the Eagle Hotel. Besides the public stores destroyed by them, 
they took away a large quantity of provisions, &c, private property, 
which they were much in need of, but for which they afterward paid 
full price. A barn is now standing on the SE. side of Ford-street, 
near the corner of Water-street, where holes marie by grape shot 
fired from the foi't are still to be seen. The Glengarian regiment, 
which was in the attack, was quite celebrated during the military 
operations on the frontier. This corps were from the county of 
Glengaiy, in Upper Canada. Their religion was Catholic, and they 
were the descendants of Scotch Highlanders. 

The following is a view of Windmill Point and ruins in its vicinity. 
It is memorable as bein« the spot, where, duriig tlte recent struggle 
in Canada, a small body of men, tinder the unfortunate Van Schoultz, 
gallantly defended themselves against, an overpowering force of Brit- 
ish and Canadians. Tin- following ii.eeot.in I of litis affair, usually termed 
the "Battle of Prescott," is principally drawn from a work recently 
published by E. A. Theller, Esq., and entitled Canada in 1837-8. 

Early in Novoriiat'r, ItsSS, die pa'tiets, ;?n called,) who had sccrcdy raided in clubs in 
and about. .Syracuse, Osv.oiio, fiackces Harbor, VV'a-.ermwu, Oi/d ens aurg, Trench ereek, 
arid at oilier points on or near the American .ir.e, :i0::;.n to .. .v.ldlu: an mien lion of making a 
fresh demonstration at. some ;>oitr. in Upper Canada. A'.aiu: the 10:h, two schooners were 
noticed as boinir freighted from canal aoats, v. itioh had come up die Oswifjo canal under 
suspicious circumstances, and 1o saii em. of the uarlior i:: a nordico direction. On the 12th, 
the ?ii-:ir.:io;r. Unfed StaKs, v.i;ic:i liai. oceit de ai'icu ir par: fy a. li'i.vi <ra'-e, sailed tor 
S-acket.is Harbor. Here she loan aboard about tjoil pa'aints. 'The iivo schooners spoken 
a f, were next discovered by (lie United States, lymg 1:1 the river St. Lawrence ; when 
Copt. Van Cleve complied with the request of a pa-scre/cr of tespec table appearance, to 
lake them in tow ; saying they were loaced widi a. vidian disc hr 0.mleirdr.;r;;, which he 



HosledbyGOOgle 




was desirous of getting into port the next morning. Accordingly t! 
lashed one each side of the steamer. The boxes and barrels on their decks, with just men 
enough in sight, to navigate them, exhibited no evidence of their being oilier than repre- 
sented hy tin; passenger. The coptnm whs soon undeceived, by armed men climbing from 

the schooners on to his boa', to : lie j i u sir j I :■ c-; i- oi' s c :!b'd, and in: determined to lay at Mor. 

I'istown, 10 miles Juvu Ugdeiishur;;:, and give ] l ■ .' . L i ■ t : i ■ ? - 1 1 1 ■ apriorities. On arriving at that 
neighborhood, the patriots, nl": i r trai.sferrmg alioji. libl oi' :!ie iioai's passengers, unfastened 
their vessels, and were Ion Jul die next morning at aticltoi- in tiio liver, between Ogdensburg 
and Prescott, filled wi'h aimed men. Both towns were now iho scene oi' excitement; for 
it was evident that Fori Welliugnm was the point of auuck, and both shores were soon 
thronged with eilizens. T!ie Experiment, ;i Briiish anped steamboat, was lying at the 
Prescott wharf, and by diis lime the United r-loi.es had arrived a' Ogdensburg. On her 
arrival, the people, with lord cheers, riubed on board and weld to the relief of one of the 
schooners which by neoiderit bad got aground tin die shoal i:i the river. Kol succeeding in 
reaching her, they returned to the hoat tor a longer hawser. As she went out again, the 
Experiment came on: and fired (wo stuns, but wkhout ef:i:er ; and she passed down '.be 
river about a mile to AVkidiuill Po::i', to li:c other sebocoier, willed had succeeded i:i iand. 
ing her forces, and was returning to take ofi' ibe uieit from the grounded vessel. The Ex- 
periment followed her, and who:) the l"uiied Voiles was covering her on. her way up, kepi 
up an irregular lire up:in both, withaut effect. The I."niied Slates iiavingseen the schooner 
she was protecting iiue.'i.oied antler die O.idt iislv./.fg -hire, re train d again 10 Windmill 
Point, where William Johnson with fund" bouts landed 110 men. Meantime tile American 
steam fcrry.boal, Paul Pry, ran over to the stranded vessel, and hauled her off under a brisk 
fire from the Expeiiincnl, which die ior.nt-i vei'.ur.ed wiih sr.ia; barms, killing 7 of the Ex. 
perimenl.'s. men, but losing none. The United Btntcs was now te'ttniiiig, and again eneoun. 
lered the fire of the li-ipoi-meii', breaking ir'a-s lights, and doing odicr iiainage. Those who 
had remained af'e.r the Jisenibarbaioii. obon 1 U."> in number, siord upon the promenade 
deck and cheered the discharges as Ir.ey conic, jhiiing ihis, :i slnM passing through die 
wheebhouse, lii'h.u Air. tkdjinon Foster, a young man, the helmsman of the boat. As the 
United Sitaies now weni. into por:, she was surrendered to her owners, and hvi met! lately 
seined by the United S'aies minorities, which eoenplc'eti I lie: forenoon'; operations. 

■' Comriiudore ' JJiil Johnson' who had eome on to Ogdensburg eu the return of the 
United Urates, address! i! ' the pa: riots' present, ursiiug u-.u besoi oiling them to gowidt him, 
and join those who had crossed, lie succeeded in crossing wit!) some, in one of the 
schooners, at two or three did'erem time s ; while- mo-l of ihe aliernoon and evening was 
occupied at Windmill Point, by the pauioTs, for'.ifying their pusilioii, and preparing tor the 
contest. They hail lake.n possess! an of die v. indmill, and odior large si one buddings, to die 
number of about i!00, which were increased by recessions from die suadl boats crossing 
over in the evening. It was seen that at Fori Wc'hng-.un the Briiish were also engaged 
iti makim; preparations ; but towards :.iglr i.-.ero was scarcely a living soul seen In the 
streets of Prescott. There was no dght.ii:g that night. During the evening the steamboat 
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Telegraph, v.-lili Co). Worth, of tin' United fld.itos army, had :?vri \-!.'il, accompanied by two 
companies of tinned S-iates troops, and by Mr. Giirruw, a Uniled Slates marshal, who 
iumiediidely took inin custody all !no craft which had been ctuploy^d liy the patriots, in- 
cluding the Hulled .Status, the two schooners, lmh the I'n'.d I'ry ; and made effectual 
airnagenieuls fn (.-i:.f nlf all f.irde-r supplies of men, arm', or provisions from the patriot 

eanm ; after which, al: n lined quiet, (hiring -hi- a:gbl. e\eept the report of cannon at 

long intervals. Marly 0:1 the morning of Ibe i.'i'h, tea Itrifisli armed steamers Cobonrg 
oiiu Traveller, had arrived ;il f'r.-sc ■!! wii is troops ; ami ot .il.ual 7 o'clock, they, logcthcr 
with the j'fJ.v.pcrimout, opened 11 dischn-ge of eaiuuiu : and commenced throwing bombs at 
thy patriots at the .vim!. nil!, who disidi'irecri ii -Id-pe/co- from tkeir battery on shore in 
return. At about S o'clock, a lino of fire lilar.ei! ai'ong !he summit of the hill, in the rear 
of the windmill, for about HI) or III!) rods, am! the eraek of the ril'.es and muskets made 
one coniiiiuuus roar. It unpeais thai by ill., lime the lii-iii;; fiiiiiiiiHiiwi in the 100™!]!!!: 
there were but ibU of tho:a' who li:i;l o'o.s..,l let; .it Windmill I'oinl ; and that when they 
were attacked liv land, in rear of (heir posit 1 on, sunn; fi:J of iJicsi- i'lei.l, leaving 011: y 12s to 
face from IJI'JfJ to' r'Sili ISrit.sii rcaulnr. and volunteers. After a light of about an hour, ac- 
cording to The II .■!■■■: iic:-ij:i ji. 1 i-.f I i rii is! 1 v.-vj-i' c.-: n u bacli into their fcrl with a loss, it is 
supposed, of about lljfj killed and many wounded. The patriots lost S men and 13 
wounded. On the morning 01" liie l- L th lii'lo was done, and the liritish 11 aving sent a flag 
of truce for permission to bury the d;ed. tne recucst v.-os granted. Altcrward, when the 
patriots sent, a lino-, lim healer was shot. On llic lot!), Hit British received a reinforce- 
ment of 4I.H) icaailars. v.-ii.'-i r ii-. I L'-.m-iioais. by steamboats Iii):n Kingston, and vol- 
unteers numbering in ail ubaul ;> ; i)liil ; v.-hu surrounded the mill by their gun-boats and 

steamers on the river, and by siuliouing canm ud Iroops on land; and keeping up a 

coatinuai cannonading u:-lil I 1 ' in lay evening, when : lie patriots si ir rendered. At 5 o'clock 
the same afternoon, a white ilaa '.'.-,i< ,: : :-Ljh... ...I [Void the mill, but no attention being paid 

to it, it was finally fastened on the outside ;' then 1.1 or -I dags were seal out, and the bear- 
ers shot down a;; sunn as teen. Immediately after Ike siiiTendsr. the British burnt four 
dwellings and two hams in tiie i : cinitv of file windmill. Aeeording to the account of 
Thclier, lilipiiiriols were killed, ii escaped, and !il> were made prisoners i and of the Brit- 
ish about ISO men were- killed uad ijd nllieeis. anionr; 1 whom was Cap!. Drummond. The 
patriots were eonimaaoed Ijy Van l-eiuv-.:/, a I'olauia-r, wi.o had fou./lil. :or the freedom 
of his native laud, and witnessed her esp.riua agoaies, at ill-fated Warsaw. When driven 
to desperation, he apposed Ihc oib'.a-.'air to the enemy Ike dair <d truce, and b-sought Wa 
men to rush upon (be enemy ami die in the contest ; hut their ammunition and provisions 
were exhausted, and 11 live days' faligiio in active night ana day defee.ee had worn thorn 
out and made t.lieio indlif'oreul 10 their fate. At Hie trials. Van KhihoaH/ pleaded eaiihv 
and was sentenced lo death, and was executed Dec. !!tn, .IHi'l-. aged SI. Col. .Dorephu's 
Abbey, of Wai.ert.owu, Jcriersou county ; Col. Martin \\"oiiilriJf, of Salina, Onondaga 
county, and Drmiel Ih-orae, and olhers, su tiered the same fate with Van SclionlW. A 

number of others were 'ii;a!!y releasee, wh:;e the others ano s.- need in transport at ion, 

and, with those in a li,;e s. minimi who iiad been respited after t'aeir trials, and with 
Messrs. John G. Parker, Watson, at;d irdiers, to the number of 2S, were sent to Endand. 
and from thence, in company with 11 eonvietec felons, were transporled to Van Diemen's 

The village of Canton, 18 miles from Oe'dcnsbur^, on the Grasse 
river, was madn the county sfi;i.i. in 182S, previous to which time the 
courts wore holdeit at Ogdensburg. The village contains the county 
buildings;, int academy, o cluvrchos, and about 150 dwellings. This 
village was originally called " Foot's Falls," from Mr. Stillman Foot, 
who came here in the winter of 1709, and bought a mile square, com- 
prising in its limits the site of the village. 

The village of Potsdam, about 10 miles NE. from Canton, is 
pleasantly situated at the falls of the Racket river, and contains sev- 
eral churches, a flourishing academy, numbering about 150 pupils, 
and about 130 dwellings. 
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SARATOGA COUNTY. 

Saratoga county was [akon from Albany in ]?9I. ; greatest length 
N. and S. 47, and greatest breadth J', and W. 30 miles. Centrally 
distant from Albany 36 miles. " Its name is supposed to be a cor- 
ruption of the Indian word Sab-rali-ka, or liie ' side hilt..' The great- 
er part of the lands in tins tract were originally grimier) by the English 
crown to a company of 13 individuals, by the title of the patent of 
Kayaderosseras. Smaller portions were included in other patents. 
Thus Van Schaick's, of an earlier date, included the town of Water- 
ford and adjacent country. The Saratoga paten!: embraced six miles 
square on the Hudson river north of Van Schaick's ; and the applo 
patent, located on the .Mohawk, extended ' three miles back into the 
woods,' towards Ballston .Lake. The iirst recorded grant of lands in 
the Kayaderosseras patent was made in August, 1702. A good por- 
tion of the land is now held under a rent charge of from 15 to 20 
cents an acre, derived, originally from the above patent. Settlements 
were made in 1715 under that patent, and some probably earlier, 
along the Hudson, upon the patents of Van Schaick and Saratoga ; 
but there was then cone north of Fish creek, now Schu.ylersvillc, and 
few between that and the .Mohawk. Until the conquest of Canada by 
the English, settlements were slowly made. After this, although rap- 
idly formed, they were confined some years to the banks of the Hud- 
son and Mohawk." 

The surface of the county presents a broad diversity, having the 
Kayaderosseras and Palmeiiown mountains in the northwest, and in 
the southeast, sandy plains, generally level, and along the Hudson 
and some of the smaller streams, extensive tracts of rich alluvion. 
There are several small lakes, the largest of which are Saratoga, 
Ballston, or the Long Lake, Round Lake, Owl Pond, &c. This 
county is rich in. historical incident. It has 20 towns, viz. : 
Ballston, Edinhurg, Malta, Saratoga, 

Charlton, Gahvay, Milton, Saratoga Springs, 

Clifton Park, Greenfield, Moreau, Stillwater, 

Corinth, Hadley, Northumberland, Watenord, 

Day, Halfmoon, Providence, Wilton. 

The village of Ballston Spa, the seat of justice for Saratoga county, 
is 30 miles N. from Albany, and 7 southwest, from Saratoga Springs. 
The village is situated in a valley surrounded by hiils, upon a branch 
of the Kayaderosseras creek, immediately around ihe mineral springs 
in the southeast corner of the town of Milton. The village contains 
about 180 dwellings, 3 churches, a large courthouse of brick, and 
other county buildings, 2 newspaper printing offices, a number of ho- 
tels, of which the Sans >Sonri is die most prominent. This structure 
is of wood, having a front of 100 feet, and wings of 150 feet, and is 
three stories high. 
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" The mineral springs from which this village dc-L-i vns its importance 
and celebrity, were discovered in 1767. In 177S, Mr. Douglass erect- 
ed a small log-house here for the accommodation of visiters. During 
the revolutionary war settlements in this part of the country were sus- 
pended, but about 1790 Mr. Douglass enlar«ed his accommodations. 
In 1804, Nicholas Low, Esq., raised the well-known Satis Sonet hotel. 
In 1807, several other springs, and in 1S17, four springs of differ- 
ent qualities, were found near the great manufactory built by Mr. 
Low. 

" The spring in the rear of the Sans Souci, and that in the rear of 
the village- hotel, and '.he original spring ui the west of the village, con- 
tain, as essential ingredients, llio carbonates of soda, of lime, iron, and 
magnesia; the tonic qualities of the iron, and the sparkling and enli- 
vening influence of the fixed air that they possess in an extraordinary 
degree, have a wonderful effect upon enervated, bilious, and debilitated 
constitutions. 

" The use of the mineral waters here and at. Saratoga is especially 
boneficialina.il those affections termed bilious and dyspeptic, in cal- 
culous and nephritic complaints, in chronic rheumatism, gout, in ulcers 
and cutaneous disorders, scrofula, in mercurial diseases and strumous 
affections, in recent dropsy, paralysis, chlorosis, &c." 

The village of Saratoga Springs is ] 81 miles from New York, 36^ 
from Albany, and 6-'- from .Bullstoti Spa. it is located in a fertile 
country, and contains t> churches, several literary institutions, and about 
3,000 inhabitants. This place derives its attractions from its medicinal 
springs. These are situated on the margin of a vale, bordering the 
village on the east, and are the continuation of a chain of springs dis- 
covering themselves about "12 miles to the south, in the town of Balls- 
ton. The springs in this vicinity are 18 or 20 in number, the principal 
of which are the Congress, the Iodine or Walton, Putnam's, the Mon- 
roe, the Hamilton, the Flat Rock, the High Hock, the Columbian, and 
the Washington. A new spring has lately been discovered, whose 
waters are gaining high favor with the public, and are said to be bene- 
ficial in consumption. The hotels in this place are numerous, and 
some of them truly elegant, built in good tasie. with spacious piazzas, 
and yards ornamented with shrubbery. The facility with which it is 
visited, by railroads from Albany and Troy, with other thoroughfares, 
together with the numerous attractions of the place, has rendered 
Saratoga the summer resort of thousands from all parts of our wide- 
spread country. 

The Saratoga and Schenectady railroad extends from Schenecta- 
dy to this place, a distance of 21 miles ; running through the village of 
Ballston Spa, where it, forms a junction with the Rensselaer and Sara- 
toga railroad, extending to the city of Troy. It was opened for public 
use in July, 1833. 

The town of Saratoga is distinguished in the history of the Ameri- 
can revolution as being- the place oi the surrender ol. Burgoyne. 
Schuyleiwille, which is the principal village in the town, lies on the 
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Champlain canal near the mouth of Fish crock, which here flows into 
the Hudson, and consists of about 100 dwellings, II churches—' Dutch 
Reformed, 1 Baptist, and I Methodist — and an academy, with several 
miils and factories. 




Schuyter mansion-liousc, Kf.h.tylervUle. 

The above is a view of the mansion of the late Gen. Schuyler, in 
Schuylerville, which was built a short time after bis house and mills 
at this place were destroyed by the army under General Burgoyne 
in 1777. This dwelling, the residence of George Slrover, Esq., is a 
short distance south of the spot where Burgoyne surrendered his 
sword to General Gates. After the battle at .Stillwater, Oct. 7th, he 
made an attempt to efleet his retreat back to .Fort. Edward, but was 
unable to proceed any further than the mouth of Fish creek, where 
he was hemmed in by the American forces. The following account 
relative to the surrender of Burgoyne is from the 2d volume of Al- 
len's American Revolution : — 

" Previous en iho acdon iif 'lie. Till. ( leucral Gaios, aiu.ieh)a.tm™ *!'.(' retreat of the enemy, 
kad ordered Uriiriidim- It-iicru] Fellows, with 1,300 mom i.o eross sin- river, and take post 
on the heights oppo-llo l'.:c fmrariera ford, supp. i?!:nr :iiul lie miidir lib iililn i.o reinforce him 
before IJurjioync could reach the pla.ee. But die retreat of die l.hirish army being earlier 
than ho expected, and die ein; si :cs before '■■■■ a;ed preventing him from pnr=n:n^ imme- 
diately with die main army, or sending oil" utsy e.msioe.ruble dHaehmen;, General Fellows 
was placed in a ethical ulttadon, and noihuij: .saved his detachment frmn do?: rue lion or 
capture, hut the very -lew movement ..!' jjiuttevuc, neea.-ionen by a heavy rain during the 
nijd.it of die 3f.li, ami the hadno.-s or" the r..iiii!n, wimdi compelled him 10 halt at Duvoeoie, 
so that he did not reaeh Sural orta unfit the morninE oi' die- tlili. J.iy litis time General Fel. 
iows had received orders to recro~s Iho river anil endeavor to oppose their passage, which 
he diil >i!?t as die Iron' of iho .bVit.ish army cniered Saratoga, and in rime to pesl himse'f 
advantageously 0'i luo opposilo bank of ihe river. On ihe evening before, his camp waa 
so em.irely unguarded, that Lie::lct taut I -colonel ri.nidier ae.d, v.dio had been sent forward 
by iiurgovite to rocomioilre, inarched arou'id it. wilbo.tt niorlhi,-- with a sentinel, and was 
so slriiugly impressed with Iho conviction dial lie eo-.id surprise him, ilia: he snlieiled per. 
mission to aliack him w;:h his snide regiment ; and it was perhaps form utile for General 
Fellows thai, ihngoyne refused. 

" In ihe mean time several oiher bodies of media were pnsled, hi inrorcepl the relreal 
of Burgoyne, in vaiioMS directions, and one f!eiaclr:ionl. was ordeied !o ninreh immediately 
to J.'ori. Edward, and lake pa-.-sesiiou before any pari, of liurgoyue's troops eould reach it. 
A rain on the 10th ptv.yr/eii Genera: Ga:os ft. nit marching mid: Iho afternoon. When 
ihe front of the army reached Saratoga, about i o'clock, ;ho tin lah were encamped on tho 
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heights beyond the I'ishkill, [Fish creek :] r.lir.- 7 :- Injurs lay sit the month of the ctesk, and a 

fatigue party were at work it: removing ihehaggugc from 'lie e;eek ro the heights. Ge. 
ritral Fellows iviih his corps were 01: iho opposite ban'; of iho river, with a couple of small 
lie 1(1. pieces on the phiiit, piayhiff iiptci the era uiy's fatigue party. General Gates on his 
arrival posted the many in sevend linos o:: the hi ights, abuut a mile in the rear of the Fish. 
kill, with Coloiiei Morgan's corps in front. Under ill!; iilea iba: ibe enemy would retreat 
in ;he nighr, Genera! (i;ii..< gave o;do-s thin In army should advance ai: rnKnillen in the 
rnoniing of the 1 lth. A small t ; t. i a c ■ . i i i o : ] t hiid bier, soul oil' by liurgoyne to possess them- 
selves of Fort Li-vard, io.t riadmg :l oivn[;-ii-il by die AoieriiuLii', irad rciu.-uod to curn|i : 
the movement of, this detachment had given rise lo tin: i i lI-ull i m i [■ jti which deceived Gene, 
ral Gaits, lliat the wboie Brirsh army had movod oil', leaving a snii.il guard only in the 
tamp to take tare of die baggage nnil stores. Upon this intelligence it was determined to 
attack the camp early in :l:e i j io n: : . 1 1 ii- ; and Tirgacio/.g-eueraia 7sixo:i and Glover were 
ordered to cross ike creek with their biigudes Jijr iliis purpose. 

" Colon*! Morgan advancing *-. itii his oorps at oayhgh! ugreeubly lo orders, fell in with 
the enemy's picket, by whom r.o was tired up--':), and los; a hou'eiiaut cud several privates. 
This induced him to suppose ihal die enemy luo nor mavt ■;! as supposed, in which case his 
situation would ':."'. c.v.iicmciy eriiieai, as the li>g v. :is sa ihiek ihi.l nothing could be seen at 
(he distance of twenty yards ; a winding creek was in his rear, and he was nnaet| nihil led 
with the grounds. In this diieimni! he was met by the Deputy Ad^lan'-gencral, Coionol 
Wilkinson, who hf.d been sent on! by the general ror die purpose of reconnoitring. Wil- 
kinson relumed i:-j dboely ro eoiiimimieuie this i 1 1 ti ■' I ij : i j i ?: o to the general, and Patter- 
son's and Leunicd's brigade?, both under the command of die larier, were sent to the sup- 
port of Morgan. In the mean time iho who! ,- uriuy hud advanced as far as the ridge 
between the church and General Schuyler's house, where they haired. Generals Xixon 
and Glover wore in advance, luiircluog aecc.n.nug to orders so die attack of the camp. 
Nixon had already crossed die creek, a;:'.: Clover win preparing in follow him, when a de- 
serter from die enemy wa, observed homing :bi' creek, from whom info cat lion was received 
that Burgoyne witii his whole army was still in his earn[.i. Tins wils confirmed by (he 
capture of u rpi'.jr-.n cil ring petty of a suhailciLi and D.'i nnui, by 'be ndvunc.e gaard of SO 
under Captain Coeda.e ofVutrimr.'s regimen:, who disci'Voretl thorn through die tog jest as 
he reached she bank of ibe clock, aval niakhi.r a resolute charge upon diem, took them 
without bring a gun. The general wns at. this time a mile in rho rear, and before this 
intelligence corde be c.omnieiiica.'.ei.i lo him, and orders reeeived lor (he two brigades lo 
desist, and recross iho river, i lit; fog cleared up, and cyposeu lo view die whole British army 
under arms. A heavy lire of srhhoiy and su'.nli.i:i-.ns wss imicediiLiely opened upon Nix. 
ou's bfig-ade, whieh wns i;i arivancr, and lliey r'.tica-cd in considerable cisaider ueroe.s the 
creek, wilh a triflir.;: hi;-, mid resmned ihcir position. 

" GeiiiTii! Learned had in the mean time leaehod Margan's corps widr his tyyo brip/ades, 
and wils aJvaiieim; rapiuly to die attack, in olioiiiLiiec to ?. standing cider whicii had been 
issued ibe day be.toi'i , ' Thai in ease of an attack agitinsi itny puiut, whedier front, (lank or 
rear, the (roups are in fall uu the enemy nr. >v\ epiarters.' He had arrived within 311(1 yuvds 
of Brugoyne's strotigesl posl, ai.d in ;'. iew nue.ui.es more would have In en engaged under 
p.rcat liisaiivaniagcs, witen Goituiel Willunsou reached him "id: nil'-ihcetico. slial our right 
had given way, and ihat it wuuld be prudeni for hiiu ro reireat. Being without anthoiity 
from the general lo tinier it, da; brave u tl general bcsitaVd to obey, in opjiosition to ihc 
standing order, uniil ],ieuieiiuu'.e.:ilo.'-,els li-tioiis umi Tuppia 1 and some oilier oilieers com. 
ing up, a sort of council wits held, am: die piaiposb on ti reireat wjis approved. The mo- 
ment they turned iheir backs, ihc enemy, who had been caiuily expoc'ing llieir advance, 
opened a fire upon them which wns tuiricued uuil li'ey \\\::'.:. jca-kr. d by ihc wood. They 
retreated about half ;: niile, wilh Moigan on their lot':, and encamped in a strong position, 
which 'bey hi.-iij uuiii lire sarronder of die British army." 

On the 14th of October. Gen. Bnvjioynct sent Major Kingston to 
the head-quarters of Gen. Gates villi ;i proposition for " a cessation 
of arras, during the time nece.^Dry to coinniunicate the preliminary 
terras, by which in any extremity he nuri the ttrmy mean to abide." 
Gen. Gates had already pro| tared a suhedule ofi.be terms upon which 
he was willing to treat. This schedule evinced that he was well ac- 
quainted with the distresses of tint llritlsh, and was drawn up in terms 
of extreme liberality. To the 9th article of Gen. Burgoync's propo- 
sition, Gen. Gates affixed the following answer: 



Hosted byG00gk 



SARATOGA (JOOMTY. 313 

••'The capitulation to ho iuiUli' ;l by 3 o'clock, (Ik rfrry, 'ho 1.')'!i, mid the troops march 
(row iheir enc miib metit at 5, and V in readiins- in mure towards Ltve.au to-morrow morn- 
ing.' These ]iio.'.iii.ii'.:n-y articlis and 'heir iirun-ijn : aeiu;i sent to General Btttguync, pro- 
ducetl die immediate return of liU messenger ivilh iho Inline ica; natc. ' Trie eight hrsi 
pre li in in 1117 articles of Lietttcumit.iieneral liurgoyne's j.i- ..•p-Js;ii.j, and the ad, 3d, and 'l:!i 
of those of Major-Ljeueiid Giof.s of yesterday, being agreed 1.0, die formation of llio pro- 
posed treaty is out of dilute, lull die several subordinate articic;- and regulations necessa. 
lily spri;-,a;m<.r from the-e prcliie.imi-ies, "ltd re or. hilar exploit! dans and precision, between 
the parlies, iiofnra n ite.nnitivo treaty can be safely ('leeeled, a. limner time than dial men. 
(ioucd by General Gates in las answer '.a the 'Jdi at tele, he con,:: iiuiiseceaaaiy necessary, 
Lieu ieiS.Dt.gene lid I5mgm] ,<,.;* v.-illin" in appoint m» officers immediately to meet two 
others from Mti.ior.iii.tieaoi Gams to propound, discuss, and sel'io diose sitbordinato articles, 
in order that die treaty in duo farm may bo cteeutcd as soon as possible' " 

This meeting took place on the afternoon of the 15th, and the 
parties mutually signed articles of capitulation, or convention, as Gen. 
Burgoyne wished to have it designated. A copy of the convention 

was to be signed by Gen. .Bi.u-o-ovue ;mtl delivered die next morning. 
The following are the articles of convention. 

Artit:!"S of Ca)n:ii)i:ku In twrci Lie'it/:':.!:,! -ifi-nf ml Jhnnti:/:,? i:i,d llitjm-.ge.ii'-ml Coin*. 

"1st. The troops under [ilcuicnaui-germrnl Bnr.miyne to march out. of iheir camp wifb. 
the honors of war, and die ar.iliory at' tbc ear, aeaau m-, ia die verge of the river whore 
the old fort stood, where the aims and tolikety are lo bo -eft ; the arms to bo piled by word 
of command from iiieir own officers. 

"2d. A free passioro in ha gratilrd to the army male:- Liemenattt-rrciir.rfd Burgoyne to 
Great Britain, « enndifon of ta.r. serving again in Norl'i America derm.-; the present con- 
test ; and the port of Ibistim is assigned for tho entry of transports to receive tlie troops, 
whenever General Howa shall so order. 

" 3d. Should any cartel take [dace, by v. liic.h ibr r.rmy under General Burgoyrte, or any 
part of it, may be > tve'tanged, toe- iarcgoing t:r icio in ho void as fur as studi exchange shall 

"4lh. The army under Lire. tenant-general .ISurgoync, to tinirob to Massachusetts Bay, 
by the easiest, most ctrpeciriaas, and eonvenient route ; and to be quartered in, near, or as 
convenient, as possible to Boston, that the march of the troops may not he delayed, when 
the transports arrive to receive them. 

" of;. Tin: troop* to be sapp!:- u oti 'iieir learcij, niitl dariaa ibfir hem;; in qttnrtar.s, with 
provisions, by General Gates' orders, at die- same ra'e of nubias as the troops of his own 
army; and if passible liic officers' horses and cattle are to be sappm-a with forage at the 
usual rates. 

11 6th. All officers to retain their carriages, bn't-horsc.s and udier cattle, and no baggage 
to be molested o: searched ; I'.ie.irenani-ire neral Itiirauyttft a:vlint his honor that there are 
no public s'orus secreted therein. Major, gcecifj Gates will of eourse ta!te the necessary 
mcastrres for ilia cue performance of ibis ar'iele. S'lutihl any carriages be wanted during 
the march, for tho tratisnoriittian of oilicors' baggage, they arc, if possible, to be supplied by 
the country at the usual rates. 

'• 7th. Upon the niaaelu ami daring i'ae. lime ihe a-niy shad remalii in cunt-tars in iUassn.. 
clitismcs Bay, the alilc.ers are not. as !ttr a- cirouiiislauocs will adaiii; to be se.ptiratod front 
their men. The officers, are ta be quarter, d according to rank, and are not to be hindered 
tviii is ri-sciribhag dieir mail for rn.l-ea.l and other ::■. ca-sary purposes at" regularity. 

" Sib. All carps v. buteter of (is reii.l litnt-nyneas armv, wneihar composed of sailors, 
ba'.tcautmicn, inducers, driver", iia.le|ieae.ea: cittipatties, and I'all.owers uf me. army, of 
whatever country, .'::all ba iitditdeti in the fall.s' si"i-e and u.nuosi e.vleut. in the above ar- 
ticles, and comprenended in every respect as liviiisli subjects. 

"Dili. .All Canaii iais, and persons halantnng a iht- Gantidtau es-abtisbnicul, eonsisiing 
af sailors, ban ami viinai, artificer', arivets, iinliqieiab-'ii eomptunet, and many other follow- 
ers of the army, who, come under no particular da^crtption, are lo bo permitted to return 
there ; they are. to be eanducied immediately by the shortest, route to the first British post 
on Lake George, are to be. supplied v. ah provisiens in the same mama, r as the other troops, 
and are to be bound by !f.e same, eonditinn of nor serving derm.™ the present contest in 
North America. 

" 10th. Pro-spoils io be immeditoeiy grained for three oilier is not e.veectlmg the rank of 
captains, who shall be appoints o by Lie teem;] it- rem: mi liurgoync, to cany despatches re- 
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Sir William Howe, Sir Guy Carle'.nu, ami 1o Great Tiriiaiu. by ihe »:iy of New York, and 
Major-ganer;d Gales i-t:gaj:. a tin; public fiii'li, that dio-c despatches -hail not 1)0 opened. 
These officers are 10 set. out mmiodiiUeiy afer receiving lin ir liespairnes, imd aro to travel 
the saoiics'. voutc, and 111 'In' most expeditions manner. 

" Hi ti. During ih'. 1 say of ibe- troops in Massa.cliuse''s I'ny, ilie ollieers are to he ad- 
mitted on parole, and Lire to bo allowed 10 wear their side-arms. 

" IS. Should the army under Lio-.gniimi-grnorul Burgoyne fitid 1' necessary (0 send for 

their clothing ami other S ^ 1 ;-. ■ ■■ . 1 lt ■ ■ n 'da, fury are to I):; permuted 10 do it in the moal 

convenient manner, and 'In.: r.cocssary passp:oi.s granted for that purpose. 

" 13. These .'iii.ie'ifjs are to be mu'tuuly signed and e.ud'amgeo tu-iiiomnv morning, at 9 
o'ciock, and the froi:[.i! mail r [.hu'cnani-gc.m ral B.irgoyuc ;;re to Liiareh on", of lileiv Cli'rencb.. 
ments at 3 o'ciock in the afternoon. 

(Signed) " HoiiA-rio Gatijs.. M'.for. general, 
» Saratoga, Oct. 16th, 1777. ( S '^ ed > " J ' """"^ Lieutenantgeneral. 

" To prevent any oiorbts that -.midr; arko from Lioak "ant-gei:; nd lluriioym-'s mime not 
being mentioned in the above treaty, Major-general Rales hereby declares, that he is un, 
dersaood to bo comprehended in it., as t'tdly us if bis- name had been specitica!ly nieni.ioiied, 

" IlORATlO GlIES." 

"The brass uldl'ery captured from limgnyuc a! various dmi's dming die. campaign, 
amounted to 42 pieces, constitudng one of tne most elegant trains ever brought into the 
fic'.c ; 5,000 s'.uml of anus, (i.(HII') n-.;/ori of ca.-.ritgfs ; ami n mm: tier of anuimnition wagons, 
travelling forges, shot, carcasses, shells, i.e., also fell into the hands of the Americana. 
The whole number of Troops surrendered by the couvenliou amounted to 5,763, which 
added to the number killed, wovudec', act captured, is; the several ncdceis previous 10 the 
17th October, amomriug to near 0.1)1(1), makes. Burcoyuc's laud loss of upwards of ten 
thousand men. 

" On the mornirg of die J7:h the troops of Burgoyne were 
the plain near the river, where fieir arms were deposited ; 
too!; ;je=::v..-.-ien of iheif lines." 
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The annexed cut is a copy 
of the signature of General 
7 fas? /> /1-7 ^ Burgoyne, attached to the 

-' wL*WJVh,£ = > articles of the convention 
ff /y now in possession of the 

.."._.■-■■' >0 New York Historical So- 

ciety, 

General Wilkinson's account of the interview between Gates and 

Burgoyne on tin; field of surrender is interesting. 

" Early in the morning of the. 17:!:, I visited General Buigoyno in ins camp, and aceom. 
panted him to the ground, where his army was to lay down their amis, from whence wo 
rode lo the bank of the Hanson river, which he surveyed, wii.li atemion, and asked me 
whether it was not ioniable. 'Cerlamly, sir; but do you observe die people on the oppo. 
site shore?' 'Yea,' replied he, 'I have seen tlicm too long.' lie then proposed to he in. 
traduced to General Gules, ami we crossed the I'isiikid, and prneredru :a head-miarlcrs, 
General Burgoyne til front, with his adjutant-genera! Kiugs'on, and his aids-de-camp Cap. 
lain Lord Peiersbani. and Lieutenant \Vilf..rd bniiiirl him; men fallowed Major-gen era] 
Philips, 'he Baron lieitlesei, ti:id I lie odier aim end oiliei is, i.ml tbeir si 1 ires, according to 
rank. General Gates, adii.vd of Ba-gayuc's ii|i|i:a::ch, met hir.i at Ibe head of his camp, 
Burgoyne in a rich royal uniform, and Gales in 11 plain blue frock ; when they had ap- 
proaeiitd nearly witnin swera's leugiii, they reined up, iliii.I nailed. I then named the gen. 
demon, and General Burgoyne, raising bis hut most gr 111 tally, said ' The fortune of war, 
General Gates, has mate me your prisoner ;' to which the eor.oaerce', returning a courtly 
salute, promptly replied, ' I ahail always be ready ;o bear losiiiiiony, that it hag not been 

through any fault of your exce.lency.' Major-general V .ilhps ;l advanced, and he and 

General tVat.es sainted, ami shook ham!- widi the iiimiiiariiy of eid acqiuiintances. Tha 
fiuL'oti lleiiletel, luiti he ether eJiii'ejs, wtle inUojtteed m iheir turn." 
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" Gen. Philip Suhuvjjsh wae 
m at Albany, in 1731, of an 
iciont and respectable family, 

When quite ytuiug it" oeeume u 
member of Hie New York li 

gonce ant) usefulness. To iiniv 

FUe-riniUof tw™ s^/ir s s ,^:^,;:. and '"Governor Clinton if was chief- 

[y ov.-ing thai, the previaec uuule ail; ant! decided reiisi. i ii'.:i- to those British 

which terminated in llie ictienendciice (if l.hc colonies. When (ho revolution oomn 
he was appointed. June 111, I "it. s. inujor-ucnora), and was directed to proceed 
dialely from -V-'w York to Tieoiideroga, to secure, the hikes, and make preparati 
entering Canada, iking taken sick in .ruuileuihci-. the eeiumnad .evoked upon Mont- 
gomery. On his recovery, he oc.oied hhusidi /ralonsly in the unhingement of the nliUils 

in the "northern departments. He gave much altcnlien tn llie supcrintonde: ' ■ ' 

diau concerns. 0;i the appro:; oh el' liurgo; ne. hi 17; 7, he made every exertion to ousmict 
his progress ; lint, the evacuation uf Ticeoderoga liy St. Clair, orca-ioning unrcasoiiabie. 
jealousies in regard In Schuyler, in New .Lhiolnnd, he was superseded by Gen. Gnl.es in 
August : ant; an iinpii. 1 v wn- ■ ! i : . ■ : -: i ■■ : nv 'i.ml':' -- i. a hi.' i ■una.: in u.j his conduct. He was 
afterward, thoni'h not. in the rcgnkir service, very useful to his country in the military 
Iiansaolions of New York. He was a meniber of llie oh! emigres- : and when the pres- 
ent government nf the United .Slates commenced its iteration hi IT$S, lie was appointed 
■I. senator in the national legislature. Me trts chosen a second luue in 1797, to the same 
station. In the senate of \cw Ynr'i, he eoiilr'.biilcd pr,.li:ibly rune llinii any oilier man 
to tho code- of laws adopted hv the stale, He died at his seat near Albany, Nov. 18, 
1804, in the 73d year of Ins age. He possessed great s\rongin of mind, and purity of in- 
tention. Yn the connivance of plans yf pstMx lit i lily, he was wise and circumspect, and 
in iheir enemi'ieii. enterprising and p.- rs eve rug. |. ; , his dsporiuient he ■.:-..& dignified and 
He was a piensani and i:;s'riicLlv::- i.-ori|i.i iiit.-n, and in ail the functions of pri- 
-.3 highly emup\\iry."~Eiit:>/i:lt!]H'dia Americana. 
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Western view of the I/'jUlc-qround, Stillwater 



The town of StiUwaler is distinguished in lus.un-y as being the bat- 
tle-ground of the armies of Generals Gates ant! fWgoyne, in which 
the army of the latter .general was sigim'ly repulsed, and forced to 
retire from the field of action. 

The above shows the appearance of the battle-ground on Free- 
man's farm, as seen from near the front of Mr. J. Walker's house, 2£ 
miles from PaUison's tavern, and about 2 miles from Hudson river. 
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Freeman's house stood a few feet south of the southernmost building 
seen in the engraving ; the line of trees or woods seen behind the 
buildings is the spot where Burgoyne formed his line on the brow 

of the elevated plain previous to the battle of Sept. 10th; Willard's 
mountain on the east side of the Hudson is seen in the distance. 
About 15 rods south from Mr. Walker's house, in what then was 
called a meadow, is the spot where Gen. Frazer was mortally 
wounded; it is a little west of a road running N. and S. 'which has 
since been made near this place. About. (it) I'ods in a SW. direction 
was the hottest of the iigtit, oil the- Till of October. Near the place 
where Frazer fell, a hole or grave was dug, into which the bodies of 
40 soldiers were thrown, alter being stripped of their clothing by 
the women of the camp. Maj. Ackland was wounded a little east 
of the present road. The following account of the battles is drawn 
from various sources. 

" The army arrived at StillwJtiw o:i the flili of September, fully fie- term hied to face the 
foe, iLnd if necessary pursue hint iu'o his ov.0 confines. This wm at ursl supposed til be 
an oligiblo posi'.ion tov tin-owing up u hue of iiii.ieuohmeiii?, mid n huge party under the 
engineer Ifosciusko were iiocc-riihigly be: lo work fur iIim- purpose. Tint upon n more nsir. 
row inspection of the grounds, the genera! determined to ohnnge his position, and occupy 
Bemus's heights, which were taken possi-ssion of mni i.-.-nilicu on ihe liilh. Bnrgoyne Qi 
this lime lay opnesiic lo Siri oga, occupying old for! ?di!i..r arici iSaiicnkiil ; but what were 
his further intentions, Gen. Gams had uu means of judging. In tins situation the deputy 
adjutant. general, Col. J aim.:: Wilkinson, ■- ■ : I ■. i ■ ■ : -~ ; ■ i- . ■ -. ] lo luuut a scbet reconuoiirbtg parry, 
end obtain if possible- th dc-ircd in forma ikm. lie lei"; ii:o camp v Idt ITli men, under cover 
of a dark night, and arrived by daylight at Dave-cole, aboul two mib.-s from Saratoga. Here 
he posted the greater y.iii-r of nis nwa in a. wood near the road, uuri proceeded himself io 
the heights offish crceli; from which position !',<> discovered a column of the enemy drawn 
up under anus, on ike oppose bank of 'he creek, within 300 yards of him, and another 
column under inarch, dc?c-.: lining llio aeigiits 1 ■* lo-.-. lialtt ukill. Being satisfied from tue-c 
circumstances, that. Gen. Buvgoync was ailvam-.iug, (.if,;. Wiikiiisiiii returned to camp with 
his party, bringing wi-h him ion e prisoner, woo eoidhnieu the intelligence. 

" On tiie lnlh, fiei;. tiurgoyue ha\ it!:;- crowed too river sonic days be.; on-, bud advanced 
as far as Davocoto, where bo baited 21 hour.- tor the purpose o:' repairing the bridges and 
roads in his advance-, for ihe more eonven-i ul mulch of his army. On the 13th, Gen. Ar- 
nold was sent out with 1,5011 men, r.o harass mid impede hi in. bur returned without aceom- 
piishing any linug; ikrgoyiie continuing Ins march until ho i,;ul arrived within 2 miles of 
Gen. Gates's camp. Here be encamped in a iliie extending I'.oiu li:e river to a range of 
hills BOO yards distant, ai.-.l tinou which in.rc posied die ,-!>te o)' Ins army. The position 
occupied ay Gen. Gate-, as described by an eye-witness, and one who knew if well, was 
as 1'oilows ; — ' His '.11011 o: 1: |<i< 1 liio mow of -.hi' kid near liie river, with which it was eon. 
nccted by a deep iiilrcnchmeut; hit eamp in loo form of a segment of u g;-eat circle, die 
convex towards lb.- ens:nv, evtended rather obliquely io his rear, about three- fourths of u 
mile to a knoll 0c.c11pie.il by his loft; his front was covered irom the right lo the left of his 
centre, by 11 sharp ravine running parai'.el wilh his 'hie-, and closely v, ooocd ; from ibenee 

10 the knoll ai. iiia oiiiemo left, the gr d v. us level aim bad been partially cleared, some 

of toe trees iieiug li.-iie.l, ami oihors girdled j beyond winch, in fronl of nis left flank, and 
extending to ihe enemy's righl, there wo-o i-overal sim-.ll held', in very imperfect cultivation, 
the surface broken and obMi-ueteti with slumps and fnllt-.-n timber, and the whole bounded 
on the west by a steep eminence. The e.virotniiios of this camp were defended by strong 
batteries, ami the iun-rvi-.i iv:i.-; -l.-L-ngtln-m-.l by n lui-u-i-.-.-ofk v;id;out intreneimienls, con. 
slrncied of the bodies of feller) trees, Ions inn: rails, will: an nddiiionii! battery at an open- 
ing left of the centre. The right wasahuosi ini[a-aeiieable ; the b.-f: liiflionlt of approach.' •' 
— Allen's Ren. 

While in this position, the battle of the lfK.h Sept. look place ; the 
following account of which is from Gen. Wilkinson's Memoirs. 

" This battle was porfeoi.lv ncoiih-ntid ; neiihor of tin! general? meditated an attack ai 
the time, and but fiir J.ieut. Cob Coihurn's report, it would not have laken place; Bur- 
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groyne's movonii nt 1 : r : i ip; merely to lake yrauiitl o;i -.In- h- edits in front rjf die great ravine, 
to give his several corps rhrir proper pieces in I i . ;i- , to embrace our front and cover his 
transport, Jintc, provisions, and iieggeito, ii: die veer of his lcii : mid on our side, the de. 
fences of our caiu;> la i::g n,)i. IhlII' eoi raided, and rein force: mat Is c:ihy arriving, it was no! 
Gen. Gates's poiicy m nun- nil action. The imsi-onc-op' ion of die adverse chiefs put diem 
on i Liu doioiisive, mid conmiec ihtun in ;lie i,aoa:id [.bey casualty occupied at the beratming 
of the lu-iion, and prevented a singic nmnamvrc, during one 01 the lorniest, warmest, and 
most obstinate battles fought in America. 

" The [bonne of amion was steii, ihiu. a'lbo'.udi ihc oonibalanis ehnngi d ground u dozen 
time* in the course of the dsy, :ht: crjuu-si loiminaicd 0:1 the tool where it began. The 
British iino wu? formed oil an ciniuenee in a ihin pint-- wood, having heliae 1; Freeman'? 
farm, an oblong licin, siielciimg Prom :\i oca re 1 own ids iis rigbi, die ground in from sloping 
gentiy down 10 die verge of iiii= held, whieh was bordered on the opposite side by a close 
wood. The snm;uhvi:y scene lay in i'.c cleared ;i;ro nid, li-.'.'.vcn: the eminence occupied 
by -ho enemy, and die wood just described. The fire of o:;r murhsmen from this wood 
was loo deadly :o he wiihs-.ood by die enemy in iirie, e.inl when diey gave way and broke, 
our men, rustling from their coveai, purstico them 10 die eminence, wiiore, having their 
Hanks projected, diey rallied, and, charging in nan. druve us Linrrk into die wood, from 
whence a dreadful lire would again foreo Ihein to fall back ; and ill this manner did the 
battle fluctuate, iiko die waves of ii s:ormy sea, with alternate advantage for four hours, 
wilhout one moment's intermission. The !hilis'n artillery ii II in:o our possession at every 
charge, but wo cuttid ueiihef iiivn the p ; eees nnou die enemy, nor bring them off; the 
woud prevented the last, im:.l liie want of a. mulch lie; dr.-!, as il:e linstock was invariably 
carried all', atici [ho rapidity 0; inc. transitions did mil. allow us nmo 10 provide one. The 
slaughter of ibis bilgadc 01' iirtiikrisis «;■-; io;:jark:;h!e, dm can in 11 anil I! II men being killed 
or wour.oied out of is. It was iraiy a gulkml eonlhei, in which deadi by fumilinriiy lesi 
his terrors, and certainly a drawn balfc, as night alono leimiuaied ii ; the British army 
1-4 f > R [j ; n jj- its ground in rci.r of the lieid uf action, and our carps, wiieu liicy could no longer 
distinguish oifjoels, roliria;; :o [heir own camp." 

From the period this battle was fought, (Sept. ISKli,) to Oetober 
7th, the time was spent by Gen. Bunjovne ii) sU^iiytbeiiing his posi- 
tion, and by Gen. Gates in collecting reinforcements. Gen. Bur- 
fayne is said to have planned an attack on the 30th and 21st of 
eptember, but fortunately it was delayed until the Americans were 
in the best situation to oppose him. Attacks on the British piquets 
took place almost every evening, and they were continually harassed. 
The following is Gen. Wilkinson's account of the battle of Oct. 7th, 

" On die afternoon of Oeiober Tilt, ibo advanced guard of the centre heal, to aims ; the 
alarm was repealed throughout die line, and [he troops repaired in Inch alarm posts. I was 
at head-cttartors when dns ic[i|ioucd, mill widi liie approijatkm of liie general, mounted my 
horse to inquire iho cause ; on' on rciioliiiig the itiiard where the. ilea; commenced, I could 
ob'ain no other salisfiuakm, but ilia! seine person had reported die enemy 10 be advancing 
againsl our left, T proceeded, over open groi:nd, utal Hiieeiieiug s goiiile acclivity in front 
of (he guard, I perceived, ahum luff a mile irom the hue of our cncamoinent, several col- 
Limns of die enemy, M or 70 rods from me, enlerlng a wheal ikid which bad not been cut, 
and vvrs separated from me by a small rlvule'.; and widmut my yhis- I could distinctly 
mark lhelr every movement. After cuicrha; ilea lir'd they ili-ji'.iyeii, iermeii die hue, and 
set down in double lan^s v.hh llioir i'rtns be'.wecti tlmir lei;,', "f'miie.ers [hen oroeeeced to 
cm die wheat or siamlm/i; straw, ami I j-o;;n after ofiseivcil seveta! oilieers mounted on the 
top of a cahiii, from whence « idi f'.eir i;iasst:s they weic cui;eavi:i;[g to reconnoitre our 
left, which was concealed i'roe.i i.beir view by intervening woods. 

iL Ilavini; satidkd myself, after f.l'tcfei minutes attentive observaiiou, lltat no attack was 
meditated, I returned jvA reported to die [-mitral, who ash, d me what appeared to be the 
intentions of the enemy. ' They are fori! it i tip-, ami endeavoring to reconnoitre your leli. ; 
and I think, sir, they offer yon battle,' 'What is the nature of the ground, and what your 
opinion?' 'Their from is upen, and their flasks rest tat tae woods, lititier cover oi which 
they may be attacked ; iLeir right is skirled by a lofty hciith*. 1 would indulge them,' 
Weil, then, order on Morinm to bejin the genie.' I waited on liie eolunel, whose corps 
was formed in front af our centre, raid delivered the order ; he know the ground taal in- 
quired the position of the enemy ; they were formed across a newly cultivated field, limit 
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grenadiers with several field. pieces on ihe loft, btiulciiiig un a wood and a small ravine 
formed by the rivulet In-line ulhitled n>; ilicir light infantry on tin- right, covered by a worm 
fence !it the foot of Ibo l: : .il In i'un- nioniionetl, ihlekly covered vviih weed ; their centre 
composed of British and German battalions, Co!, Morgan, wi;h bis usual sagacity, pro. 

Eased to make a circuit wir.li his corps by our left, and miner cove: of ibo wood to gain the 
eight on die right of 1he enemy, i. nd from Thence commence the a'tack, so soon as our 
lire should be opened ii^niiLHt their hdi ; tito plan wns the besi which could be devised, and 
110 doubt contributed essoir.iaily to die prompt arid decisive victory we gained. 

" This propositi.']! was approved by 1 j i ■■ ■ general, mid ii \ra.< con curled iii.it time should be 
allowed the colonel to make die proposed circuit, and gain Ins station on the enemy's right 
before the attack should lie nmco on their left; Poor';- biigadc was oidcreo tor this service, 
and the attack was oomtn. need in due season on die think a. id front of the Br.lish grena- 
diers, by the Xew 1 lumps idle ami Iv'cw York troops. 'I'nio to his purpose, Morgan at this 
critical moment pouted down like a torrent Irani Lie la!], and a'facked tha right of the en. 
emy in front and flank. Deaiborri, a; the moment "-hen the enemy's light, infantry were 
p.r.i-iiv/jtii ■..■'■ to enaiigc Irani, pulsed IVnward widi ardor, and delivered 11 close lire ; ib.-.i 
leaped the fence, shouted, charged, and gallantly forced thorn to retire in disorder; yet, 
headed by that intrepid soldior, the Ear! of Boleairas, ihey wine iiomedialely rallied, and 
reformed" behind a fence in rear of their first position ; but being now attacked with great 
audacity, in front ami fiauks. by superior ihliuIm:]?, rcis-ancc becatno vain, and the whole 
line, commanded by Biirgoyiic in person, gave way. and made a niLciplialc and disorderly 
re trout lo his camp, leaving two twelve ann six six poimdots on the lie d, with the loss of 
mo:'.: man lUiJ oilioers and men. ki led, wcuihicd and capiuretl, and among 1 :u l:i do: liu'.v- 

crof his officers — viz, brigni.lier-goiirrai 1'rny. :; Major Vc'daml, viae ding the grenadiers ; 

Sir Francis Chirk, Ins iii-l tiitl-ih'-camp ; M.ilor Williams, commanding oliicer of the artil- 
lery; Captain Mooucy, deputy (pnirieniiasicr-gouert;!, and many odters. After deliver, 
jug the order 10 General Poor, mid ilirer ing him in die paint of attack, I was pert nip torily 
commanded 10 repair to the rear, and order up Ten Tkoeck's regim-i nl. of New York mili- 
tia, liuOO sirring. I performed this service, and regal n an the tie Id of liattle at the moment 
the euemy had lamed their baek» — 'ii miuulcs alter tbc rii a i shot was fired. The ground 
which had been occupied by the British grenadier?, presentee a scene of complicated hor- 
ror and exultation. In the square space of twelve or fifteen yards lay eighleett grenadiers 
in the age ales ef death, and three officers propped tip against stumps of trees, two of them 
mortally wounded, blcditig ami ahuosi speecldess. What a spectacle for one whose bo. 
som glowed with philanthropy ; ant; how vehement ihe impulse which excites men of sen- 
sibility to seek stteii scenes of barbarism ! [ foimil the courageous Cnhiuel Cilley a-strad- 
dlc on a brass twelve pounder, and exuhing in the capture; whilst a surgeon, a man of 
great world, who was dressing 01:0 of the ollice;-, ral.iaghis idood-beieneareii kinds in the 
plnenzy of patiioii-in, exi iaimod, - Wilkinson, I have dipped my lit. mis in British Idooil.' 
lie received a siiarp icluike far las lir.Jality ; and wl'i; 1I10 troops I pursued the hard press- 
ed flying; enemy, passing over V fieri and wounded, ti'tlil I hea'd oa.e exclaim, 'Protect me, 
sir, against this boy.' Turning my eyes, it. was my fortune 10 a.vresi ihe purpose of a lad 
thirteen or founeeu yeurs o'd, in die: act of taking aim at ihe woundee officer, who lay in 
the angle of a worm fenc'. Iiit[iiiring his rank, he answered, ' T bat! the honor to com- 
mend the grenadiers.' Of coulee, f knew leiu 10 be iM : 1. : ■ ■ f Aeklar.tl, who had been brought 
from tit.' la Id 10 1 iiis place, on the back ef Cap lam ~ ■1111 upl 0:1. 01 his own corps, under a 
heavy fire, and was bote deposited, to save the lives of bolit. 1 dismounted, took him by 
the hand, and expressed my hope* dial, he was not. badiy wounded. ' INot badly,' replied 
this gallant officer and accompli. lied genbeinai:, ' lv.it very inconveniently. I am shot 
ibii.nigli belli lege;. Will von, sir, have die goodness 10 have, me conveyed to your camp 1' 
T airccled my scivani .0 aiigbi, and v.c bfer.i A'deLiiinl iuta bis seal, nail ordered him lo be 
conducted to head.aitaileis. I then proceeded to die scene of renewed aclion, which em. 
braced Burgoyno's right flank defence, autl extending to his let'l, erasscd a hollow covered 
with wood, a boat HI rods, lo '.he. in iron eh meat, of the ight infantry. The roar of cannon 

and small-fittus, at this j time, was sublime, between, die enemy, behind their works, and 

oar Itoops entirely exposed, 01 paniully siiebered by trees, stumps, or hollows, at various 
riislauces, not exceeding 12it yttnb. Tins right liani; defence of die enemy, occupied by 
the German corns of lireynian, toasisied of a breasiwial. of rails pih-ii leiri/otually be. 
tweeu pcrp.-.ndiv.ciar piekeis. driver, iaio die. earh, en p/tencc to the rest of bis line, and 
exieiided aboul Uoi) yards aentss an oae.'i tield, and was covered on die rigiil by a battery 
of two guns. The ln'crva: from tile let!, to liie Briiisii ligbt infantry, was committed to the 
defence of the provintiulists, wno octupted a eotiide of log cabins. The Germans were 
encamped innnotiiate.y bebniii the utii bttasiwork, am! ihe groiii.ii in front af ll deelined, 
III a veiy gentle slope, for about 1:1'.) .cards, when it sunk aariiptl)'. Our troops had formed 
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a lino uvuk c tlii? tkcLiviiy, am; covered breast higli, were warmly engaged with (he Get. 
mans. From this jjij-oiii.-m. rdioi;l si.ijikc', I perceived [ 3 1 i. lj: ; . ■ U : - ■ - l^c ■ 1 1 o ■=. i L (.earned advancing 
iowarda the enemy with his luie.r.do, in open cohumr, I think widi Col. M. Jackson's regi- 
ment in front, as 1 saw l,i-; .meianr-ooiom 1 Break-, who cmiLmaiidcil i;, near live general 
when I j'ode tip (o him. On sahulng this luv.ve old sultiii-r, he Inquired, ' Where can T put 
in willi most. advantage V 1 iiao. j.:m i-: t- 1 1 hi : : .j. examined 'In: ground tiet.weoil the left of lire 
German:; and hie iigiil iuiau'ry, occuph li by ilio pro vino iidi.-i.., doui -.vliciico I had observed 
a slack fire. 1 thcref.uc rceonmy mini hi General Learned lo incline to hi? right, and at- 
tack a( dint point, lie did so, widi groat gallantry ; tlio pio-vhiciidis's abandoned their po.. 
sidon and fled. The German dam; was, by this means, left uue.uvered. They were as- 
saulted vigorously, evermrnca in live minutes, and i\..ivan:d i:i ii : s'an:r, leaving their gal. 
Iimt commander, Liou'oiiaut. calomel Ereytuan, ticad oil die hold, liy disloiigln;; 'his corps, 
din whole British o:i^i:;i|iaitii; was laid open '.a us ; hut. the extreme ihirhness of ilie night, 
the fatigue of tho moo, anil disonie r hiehloul to i:n:ih< iplhnti troops, afev so desultory an 
action, put it. on 1 , of our powoe m iniorovo die a dv an : age ; and in the coarse of (lie. night, 
General l.ivagoyne brake up his camp, and ve lived lo his enigma! position, which he hud Kit-: 
tilled, hcl-.md die grea; ravine." 

The following is fro in Allen's American .! 'evolution : — 

•' The Briiish lost in :bis action upward- of 100 kilb d. «■: led, and prisoners, among 

whom were several of their moat distinguished oilier-. Brigadier-general Frazer, and 

Lmuuiiiant-ccilmiel Bvcynn-.n, who comminuted die G, mums, wove b noria'.iy wounded, 

Major Ackland, hir iVaucis Clark, iir=l. urd-dc-cauio, Mik William-, who cimuiiandeti tiio 
artillery, and die deputy <pvare r.mnster-gua-i'd, Cai-'ain lUoriey, were among the prisoners, 
Licutcnum.eoloncl Brooks, of Gonerrd Lcamcd's brigatie, ")io commanded Jackson's regi. 
ment on this day, led his mou ir.io action whh great spirit against, loo Gemini! grenadiers-, 
who were potted behind a rail breastwork— die stockades were carried at the point of the 
bayonet, and die Germans- forced to retreat. They wore lollawed to their encampment, 
and again forced to t!y, leaving their whole, equipage to fad into tho hands of the Ameri- 
cans. The Brans-wickers showed great cowarcdcc in the nohoti, having fled before a man 

of them was killed or wounded. Besiihs mcir killed, .v. .ied. iiue caplured, die British 

lost eight brass field-pieces, n number of carta and tents, and a considerable quantity of 
baggage. Burgoyne himself narrowly escaped dead'., one shot having passed through ids 
hai, nod another through ids waistcoat. He. was o;i the field dining toe. whole of hie ac. 
lion, directing every movement; bra i , <_ i ■ 1 1 1 i gallantry uer skill could effect any thing 
against such a superiority of force. Gecerr.l Galea remained io eaiup titling the whole ae. 
tion, that he might ae the betier enabled lo order and regulate iho various movements, as 
circumstances should require. 

" The lose of the Americans did no; exceed eighty nic.i, hilled and wounded. General 
Arnold was amiaig die latter; who, thong!: he hau net been reinstated in his command 
since dm eispule wild General Gales, 'aetore mentioned, rede ahem liie sis.lt! giving ovdevs 
in every dr ree'.r on, sometimes in direct eohlracicdoii to those of the eonimantlcr, 1st others 
leading a plaloon in person, and cityosmg himself m die Inittesi. lire of die enemy. There 
seems to be lulle dou'.u, lioni the eononit of' Aieoiti ilerieg die acliau, tbiit he was in a 
state of intosicatioii. The mortilyhig sitnaiion m which he round hiiiiscli at rts commence, 
ment, wuhoat ctiiiimamt or andnaii;, satiieienliy aceauoTS far any oMravngance in a spirit 
like his. At one rime he dashed through two opposing lines, expusing himself to the tire 
of borh sides, bill, mhaouloudy (.scaped uniiurt : a: anodiei dine, piaeing himself at the 
head of a small piaioon of Morgan's lif'emen, he ltd tluvn around uuo the teat of the en. 
emy, at the momen; litey turned lo re neat, under die hettist lire of the Americans, Jn 
tins shualhm, his ii^jrie was killed under idio, and his leg was broken. I; would be doing 
injustice ru General Arm; Id, traitor as he aiicrwiiiil proved, to deny that he deserved some 
credit on this day ; lint though he was brave alines! beyond parallel, lie was rash, impetu- 
ou* and headstrong, and when it is ronsidertd, ihat ihe.se faul's of bis tialui'iil remper w : ere 
aggravated and iicightencd by the peculiar circumstances of his situation, it will not per- 
haps he wrong to say, ihat ho could net have renin -.ted any very essential services to the 
American army, in this important contest, 

"On the night of the- bii'ic, Gciiend Batgoyne deemed it prudent to change his posi- 
tion ; for the American? hau fcllowei. litem to wiihln had' a mile of their encampment, and 
continued lo cannonade them without censing, lie determined therefore to abandon his 
camp and move to die Int'l; grounds, winch ire elle.eted in pond ortier and without loss. 
On die morning of the fit a the American army moved forward and took possession of hia 
abandoned camp, from which Ihey kept up a randum lire of artillery and small-arms due 
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[ng the wnoie day. Buigoyue'S troops were a 
attack, and indicating by their movements that 




House in which General 'I'Ynzer died. Si:il/wa!rr. 

The annexed is a northeastern view of the house on the hank oi 
the Hudson in Stillwater, in which General Prazer died.* This 
house was originally one story in height, and formerly stood about 
25 rods westward of its present situation, at the foot of the hill north 
of the canal bridge seen in the rear of the house. It has since re- 
ceived an addition at both ends ; the general expired near the first 
window to the right of the door. Beyond the bridge "n the distance is 
seen an elevation about 1 00 feet in height.. This spot is rendered in- 
teresting on account of its being the burial place of General Frazer. 
The gravcf was between the two pine trees seen on the summit. Du- 
ring the last battle, the Americans had a few cannon on the rising ground 
above the eastern shore, from which shots were fired. This house 
appears to have been for a time the head-quarters of Burgoyne. 
Several ladies of distinction were also inmates at the time when the 
British troops were here, being the wives of some of the principal 
officers. The following is an extract from one of the letters of the 
Baroness li.eidosel, originally published in Germany: — 

"Bui surer* Minis audited us, ami on the Ttii of O. sober, our i:nsio:a;!nc5 began. I was 
a( hicakfi.sl sviili n;y husband, nr'.d lic-Mii '.];;it some tin in.'. wa= intended. On [lie same day 
I expected General;- llaiecync, Mdilijis, ami Fm/i-r m dine wilii us. I saw a great move. 
merit among tno ti-o.-jps ; my he-band lokl me, i' vvns merely a rcconuois.-ancc, which save 
me no concern, as il ol'ren happened. I welkod out of iLic huu=r; and met several Indians 
in tlicir war dresses, ivii.ii pun:, in liieir hands, Winn I adicd liie.m where they were go- 

* The fol'owinj; are die circmn-tr.nccs of his deaih : In il:e nnd-1 oi" the =a::c:uinarv 
battle of Oct. 7th', Coleurl Mor;'i\n took a lew of his eiioiee riflemen aside and said, " That 
pallimt officer is Genera! Fratter ; T a tin; in: am! mj«r( him, kit. it is vea'ssui-y that lie. 
shmitl tiit: : lake your stations in rhnt wood, and do yoar di;ly. :T Wlihin a few moments 
Gen. F ratter felt moiiady wounded. He wes supporieil by :w;> cITieeis. dli he reached Ids 
ten I.: he said lie saw ilio Iiiilii who shoi. him, 1 ■1:11 he was n rifleman misled in a iloe- 
I .[.'.is remain- wore laken up ;;o:uc yea:;! :u::er, and conveyed to hinydi-ud, 
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iug, they cried out, 'War! Wsrl' (meaning "hey were going in battle.) This filled mo 
with apprehension, mnJ 1 si.-:in.:t=ly got homo l)f fore 1 ] if -Mil n pons of camion mid musketry, 
which crew loader by degrees, till nr ln.-l ibe noise became excessive. About four o'clock 
in the afternoon, instead of iho gm si~ wham I' expected, Genera i Frazer was brought on a 
litter mortally wounded. The table, which v. as already ?■:■■■, was instantly removed and a 
bed pLaeed in it? stead fur die wajuntlcd gcnciel. T set (i-cniliiiiisr in a corner; the noise 
grew louder, and the alarm increased; tin. though' that my husband might perhaps lie 
brought in, woundf-d in 'he anine way, was terrible to mo, and distressed die exceedingly. 
Clenend L'razcr said i.o tin; surgeon, ' 7V1/ us if my mount! in mtii-iii! : do not flatter me..' 
The ball had paste through ins body, a.nd l.i'ihappiiy IViv the general, be bad eaten a very 
hourly breakfast, by winch die stomach, was disic.iidec:, and the hull, as the surgeou said, 
had passed through it. I beard him niton exclaim with a sigh, ■ Oil, heal ambition ! Poor 
General Buigovnc I Oh, my pear wife. I' lie. was uskc.d it' ne bad any revues' to make, to 
which he replied, tlia' ' If (.Icnoiul liuig .-..y ne woahl p< nun. it, lie should like to be buried 
at six o'clock in iisc evening :;u liie top of a mountain, in a redoubt which had been built 
there.' I did not know which way to turn, ad die other rooms were full of sick. To- 
wards evening I saw my husband coming ; then 1 forgot all my sorrows, and thanked God 
ihiiL he was spared to me. He me in grunt In.ste with me and bis aid-tie. camp behind the 
house. We had been 'old dial we leu.i mo a dean 'ago. of the enemy, hut the sorrowf.d la. 
ces I beheld told a diiferenl talc, and before my b.usi.ainn ■.vent away, he took me otic side, 
and said every thing wes goinir very had, mat I mils: keep myself in readiness to least the 
place, but not to luentlo-i it to uuy one. I mmie the prtieneo -.ba; 1 would move the next 
morning into tny new bouse, unci had every il:' iijt packed up ready. 

'• Lady H. Ackland h:ul a tcr.l no 1 far iVoni our hauso : in this she slept, and the rest of 
the day she was in the camp. All of a sudden, a man came lo tell her diat her husband 
was mortally wounded and tahcii prisoner; on hearing litis siio lifetime very miserable ; 
we comforiet! her by Icllbi;; her that the wound was only slight, uiu.l at die same, time ad- 
vised her to go over to her husband, to do which site would ccrlainly obtain permission, 
and then she could alieml him herself; she was a charming woman, ana very fond of him. 
I spent much of the nigh; in comiortoig her, and men went, again lo my children, whom I 
had put to bed. 1 ujuld nol go lo sleep, as I had tiler cr;":l Filler and nil the other wound- 
ed gentlemen in mvroom. and 1 was sadly ailtiid my ckiio'icu world awake, and by their 
in bis i;. : -t mornenis, who ul'-'en addressed me, ami upningi^.tl 
About 3 o'e!"ok in ibe marring 1 was told be could uotliold 
out much longer; I had desired 10 lie iuio'mrd of the near approach of this sad crisis, and 
I then wn'ppetj up my oluldreu :u ibeir elalhes, anil went with them into the room below. 
About B o'clock in liie mauling he tiie./l. After ne was inid out and bis corpse wrapper] up 
in a sheet, wo came again iu'a ibe room, ami hao litis sorrowful sigh; before us liie who'e 
day ; and to add to ibis melancholy scene, a'mosi every moment sonm olTieer of my lie... 
onnintanee was brought in wounded. The eaiaioiiatie eoiimier.eeu again ; a retreat was 
spoken of, bill not the smallest motion was tnatie inwards il. About -I o'clock in the after- 
noon I saw die honse whieli had .just bet u bull, for me- in flames, anil die enemy wais now 
not far off. We knew dint Gmiorrtl Eurgoyne world not refuse the last request of General 
Frttzer, though by Ins acceding to ]i, nn unnecessary delay was inei sinned, by whieh the 
inconvenience of the army wais iiiue'a increased. At t> ..'.■. .ck i:e n |-e nas brought out, 
and we sa.w all the generals attend it to l.iie nnmniain ; the chaplain, Mr. lirundell, per. 
fortr.ed the funeral service, rendered miusmdly solemn and awful, from its being accom- 
panied by constant pools ttoin the enemy's tin d lory. HI any cannon balls new close by me; 
but 1 had my eyes directed townrtls die momuuin, where my husband was standing amid 
the fire of die enemy, anil of course, ! coultl not loin', of me own d linger. General Gates 
afierward said, din? f he had known it had been a ihaeja!, iie would am. have permitted it 
to be fired on." Lacy Harriet Ackland wem to the American camp alter the action, to take 
care of her husband, before ihe surrender, ami lite Baroness F.eidesel afterward. They 
were both received with the- giea'csi kindness and delicacy. 

Waterfokd was taken from Half Moon in 1816. The village of 
Waterforti, conmining a population of about 1.600, is pleasantly situ- 
ated at the junction of liie M.oliawk with thn Hudson, 10 miles north of 
Albany. The annexed view was tfifcon on the road to Cahoos Falls, 
about a mile west of the village. Thnro arc here -1 churches — viz, 
I Presbyterian, I Methodist, 1 Episcopal, and. 1 Dutch Reformed— 
an academy, and a bank. It is fiivoraljly located for trade, being on 
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Western view of Wakujhrd. 
the lines of the Champlaiti canal and Rensselaer and Saratoga rail- 
road. It also derives considerable importance from the navigation 
of small vessels on the Hudson. There is an outlet here from the 
canal by three locks, each 11 feet, to the Mohawk river. The agri- 
cultural and manufactured products expos-ted from the village annually, 
amount to about a million of dollars. The water-power used in the 
large manuf;iclurm'.>' establishments at this place is derived from the 
Mohawk. 



SCHENECTADY COUNTY, 

Schenectady county was taken from Albany in 1609; centrally 
distant from New York 163, from Albany 18 miles. Greatest length 
35, greatest breadth 20 miles. The surface is much diversified by 
hills, plains, and valleys. The soil along the Mohawk and other 
streams is generally rich alluvion ; on the hills, light sandy loam, 
sometimes fertile ; and on the plains, clay and clayey loam, and sand, 
sometimes barren. Wherever practicable, the country is generally 
well cultivated, chiefly by descendants of the primitive Butch settlers, 
among whom are many wealthy farmers. The Mohawk river runs 
SE. through the county. The Schoharie kill, on the W., affords 
abundance of mill power. The Mohawk and Hudson, the Rensse- 
laer and Saratoga, and the Utica and Schenectady railroads, and 
Erie canal, cross this county. The county is divided into five towns 
and the city of Schenectady, viz. : 

Duanesburgli, Niskayuna, Rotterdam, 

Glenville, Princeton, Schenectady. 
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fck-HExiiCTAD'v ciTT vv a.* ij if; ovj'iori'tl ed in i'?0y. Its name, pronounced 
by the Indians ScIni^Ji-nac-l'ia-rh, siirniiving '"hi-yond Hi? pine plains," 
was originally applied lo Albany. The compact part of the city was 
in olden time the site of an Indian village called Con-nugh-harie- 
gugh-harie, literally, "a great multitude coikvlv.d logt'iher." It is said 
that it was the principal scat of (he .Mohawks, even before the con- 
federacy of the Iroquois, or Five Nations. It was abandoned by 
them at a very early period in the colonial history. Some time pre- 
vious to 1620, it is stated that 15 or 20 persons, 12 of whom were 
direct from Holland, and the rest from Albany, settled here for the 
purpose of carrying on the fur trade. It appears from the Dutch 
records thai the first grant of lands was made in 1661, to Arent Van 
Corlaer and others, on condition that they purchased the soil from 
the Indians. The deed was obtained in 3 673, and signed by four 
Mohawk chiefs. 

The flats upon the Mohawk river are extensive and rich, and the 
uplands, unduhuiny, have a sandy loam soil upon clay slate ; watered 
by the Mohawk and its tributary, the Sandhill, a steady and valuable 
stream, which unite near the compact portion of the city. The city is 
supplied with water for domestic uses by an aqueduct from a spring on 
a neighboring hill. It had a considerable corporate estate, formerly 
vested in trustees, by letters patent granted in 1684. Portions have 
been sold, but the residue, between sixteen and seventeen thousand 
acres, has been leased in perpetuity, |:o individuals, at fixed rents, giv- 
ing an annual revenue of $5,000, in which the towns of Rotterdam 
and Glenville have an. interest. 

The comp-.rt part of Schenectady is on the SE. side of the Mo- 
hawk river, 15 -J miles from Albany, and 15 SW. of Ballston springs. 
The plat is laid out on 20 strceis crossing each other, running about 
one mile in one direction and half a mile in another, eight of which 
are diagonally in terser ted by the Erie canal. The city, which in 
some parts retains much of its ancient appearance, contains the county 
buildings, 1 Episcopal, 1 Dutch Reformed, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Baptist, 
1 Cameronian, 1 Methodist, 1 Universalis!, and 1 Catholic church, 
the Union College, Schenectady Lyceum, an academy, 3 banks, 
&c, &c. Pop. 8.922, The railroad from Albany to this place ex- 
tends across a sandy plain covered with pines and shrubbery ; it 
enters Schenectady by an inclined plane which descends 108 feet in 
half a mile. The Saratoga and Schenectady railroad passes through 
the city, crosses the Mohawk river on a substantial bridge between 
8 and 900 feet long, and extends in a northerly direction over a 
heavy embankment for three fourths of a mile to a deep cut, where 
the Ulica railroad diverges to the west, and the Saratoga lo the north- 
east. 

Union College, in this city, was incorporated by the regents in 
1794, and has readied its present flourishing condition from a small 
beginning, in 1785, a small academy was erected by the consistory 
of the Reformed Dutch church, winch after the establishment, of 
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Union College 



:, Schenectady. 



Union College, was presented to its trustee?', :md used as a grammar 
school. Liberal donations: Irom individuals, amounting to upwards 
of $30,000, raised a suite of edifices in the heart of the city, the prin- 
cipal one of which was afterward used a.s a courthouse, but having 
been repurchased by the institution, is now devoted to collegiate ob- 
jects. In 1811, the trustees purchased a site on the rising ground over- 
looking the Mohawk valley, a little K of the compact part of the city. 
Two edifices have been erected at this place, each 200 feet long, 
about 4-0 wide, 4 stories high, standing in a line 000 feet apart; a 
colonnade extending in lhe t'ca.r from each building 1 ot > feet in length, 
by about 30 feet in width, and 2 stories high. The other college 
buildings are two boarding halls, farm-house, hospital house, for a 
professor, a number of tenements for servants, &c. The college has 
6 professors and 4 assistant professors, and in its several libraries 
about 13,000 volumes. The total value of the college property is 
upwards of $448,000. There are here about 300 students. 

Tins sirs-, clergyman of :ln' Dutch ij i.ii. j i who stall il nr >icijer:retiidv wris Felnix Thss. 
chr.iualler, iVi.ru HclliLinl, who iissnino:] lhe |)fis::>]Til char;;!' Ik 1.G8 [. Tin- v.yi: ediiicc for 

nubile, wtjrsiiijj was covered a' 'lie buuih, e:io of C -eli.sircoi, i;o:ir ;he head of Waler. street, 

between the years .Ui-i and 1G!H. devious Id diis lime i ■ l i ■ ■=. " j 1 1 ^ ~ for worship were pro. 
bably held in private houses. Its 1733, ?. more commodious edifn c was creeled in lhe cen- 
tre of lhe strcei. where Ion inn Cimroh singers oro-s oari: other. This church reus very 

similar in ita appearance to ll;c oi.o ii..r.c s;a;idi;i:; in Caeinn awicra, io the town of Mo. 
hawk. [Sec page aSl.] 

" Before die :,o;ili']iii'iu of Mr. Ta-^chomaker, !'c coarch-eou!:; ramp'o allciuled public 
worship m Albany ; a journey fo which place, iroirjr a;:ri coming, con.-aiijird more than two 
days. The road !o Alhiuiy muse nuve bee:] very eireuirous, a- all -lie records, of that day, 
when alluding i.o r> ! : .- ii! ■. ■ r nly, -in i ; i..' i: as hoing siniaiL il ' liei'iiii/ intir.t west of Albany.' 

" In February, 1 ii!!l), wl Srchiaecniijy u;'S ii-.riit !iy iho Fr.- ireh mid Indians, Air. T.iss. 

ehemalinr disappeared very my-ai liously. In '171)3, die Ret. Tlicmr-.s Urowor, also fnjm 
Holland, received a cal', mul served until his ceal.Si in 17;!S. The Rev. Remardus Free. 
niiLn and Rhyniiard J;liks;.in server! ncc in order ; Inn. how long is nor. known. In 1740, 
we fnnl die inline ot'Corneii;:;; Vim Siliuvo .;■■:.(, who erniie from Shn-.e.r [si and, as the settled 
clergyman. Two years ufcr his decease, viv.., in 17.11, the Rev. ii n-en! Vrooman, a n:i. 
tive of S<:(ieuec:ady, a civ prod a o'.; ane miinsiorcd uniii h : - decease in 1733. Mr. Vroo- 
man received his education in II .lland ; as "a? the cise wilh all lhe Dim:!] cicrjrynion of 
that early day, before ilieub.arical ^i ininaiics were csnd.di'bcd in diis country. Mr. Vroo. 
marl was succeeded bv liie lie v. De !;■■!; Koine vr:, iron i laekoiisaok nini Sc ladle nV.nidi, 
New Jersey, Mr. Koi'neyn. died in 1S01, and was succeeded by (be Rev. John II. Myers 
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from Paltz, New Jersey. Mr. Myers .liod in i.S'Gii. His successor «a- (lie Rev. Cornelius 
lloaardus, who diet- in 1813, and was succeeded by the. Rtv. Jacob Van Vcchten. 

"'II.:- I :;■'.- con.! cam cl. :r. .-s la wv- i;iy was ibuurh ;1 by Mr. .lohn W. lirown, who emi. 
grated from Kngjuul previous to 17112. About this lime mi-usurcs were taken to eve ct a 
chape!. The principal b cm.- factors were [H-ir WUiau. .Tohrsou and John Duncan, Esq. 
Previous lo (lit rcvcditiion lids chmcii ov. 'mi u. valuable library, which, mgeihevwith the or. 
gnu uno. li greater pari of I he interior worx of ihe building, was dcslroyed by a gang oi ' lawless 
wliilc freebooters and some Imiiar.s. S'.raiiao rrsi: may -;i'i»,, :ia.ao freebooters v.- ere wings, 
v hose prejudices a!;aius: Mi inland were, so groat as t... extend to every thing English. Thai 
this church was called ilie liniriinh clv.irch, and was supposed to be under '.he English in. 
ilueiice, formed a sadicicut jesbhiarion \ a linir own view for irs destruction. A project 
was set on too' to phmdu- Mr. Doty the pasior ; b'.Li i'.ir > i l i - 1 ■ i . y iln prelectors, were not ac. 
(maimed wiih his pci'Soti or place ol abide, a mi a:.- u.ib.ioy would edhtr.i dmm, ho escaped. 

" The Rev. William Amir; ws was pvoiinldv the lir.- 1 pasior of ibis church. He was sue. 
ceeded in 1773 by the: Rev. Mr. D.ny, who lei; mis place about the year 1777, in ihe heat 
of ihe revolutionary contest. From rhia time there was no settled minister until 17 !H, 
when the Rev. Aumii Robbms look the pastoral i.-t .: i lure: ami eririihvn d until 1798. After 
him came the Rev. Mr. Whitmore, who,e nmiisrii'wii end.-'! in l.t-'.jd. The Rev. Cyrus 
Stebains was the ne.\T. pastor : and hi- was succeeded by Ilie Rtv. Fiurre A. i'roal in 181 S." 

The war during the reign oi' William and Mary, in England, com- 
monly called " Kii/q- William's War" commenced in 1690 and con- 
tinued about 7 years. In the depth of winter, Count Frontenac, 
governor of Canada, fitted out three uspeditioiis against the colonies 
— one against New York, a second against New Hampshire, and a 
third against the province of Maine. The following, relating to the 
destruction of Schenectady, is extracted from the account given in 
Mr. Drake's " Book of the Indians." 

"After two.and-twotdy days' march, the enemy fell in with Schenectady, February 8, 
1690. There were about Sijij French, and pci\hr.ps fill (.aagnncwaga Mohawks, and ihey 
fit iirat intended to have surprised Albany ; bttt iln-Lr mareii laid been so Ions; and teclic.ns, 
occasioned by die deepness of dm snow and coldness of die weather, ihat, instead of at- 
tempting any tliiiiL' olleusive, they had nearly decided to sarroiuier themselves to the first 
English liiey should nicer, stndi way ile.dr ciiMrcsscd situation, in n camp of snow, but a few 
miles from the devoted settlement. 'J'lie Indians, however, saved lheni from the disgrace. 
They had sent out a small scoal irom their furry, who entered Schenectady without even 
exciting suspicion of iheir errand. When they had staid as long as ihe nature of their 
basmess required, they withdrew to their follows. 

" Seeing that Hehcnccimly offered such an easy prey, it pal new courage into the French, 
and they came upon it as above related. The bloody tragedy com me need between 11 and 
13 o'clock, on Saturday uigbi. ; and, rhat every itoaso might ae Mirpriscci ai nearly the aamo 
lime, the enemy divided themselves iino panics of li or 7 men each. .Although the town 
was empaled, no one diou.eh: it necessary to ch'so flic gales, even a' nijrht, presuming the 
severity of the season v.us a s..ll!eii:nt scenriiy ; i-enec lie iiisr news of the approach ot the 
enemy was at every door of every hfuise, which, d'lors ki:i-i: broiif-n as soon as the profoand 
slumbers of those limy wore intended to yiiard. The same ialiiimnn barbarities now fol- 
lowed, that were cficrivrird pcrpo'ra'oi.l upon die wretched !iilia'.'il.au:a of Montreal. 'No 
tongue,' said Col. Scliuvi, r. ' can express; the enmities that were connniiled.' Sixty-three 
liouscs, and the church, were inimeilialeiy in a nla/o. Enrknte wcnien, in their expiring 
ago:iies, saw their infants east into l:a : ; ilarnes, being lies! delivered by the knife of Ihe mid. 
night asaassin ! Sitoy-three persons were put to death, and twenty-seven were carried into 
oaptivity. 

"A tew persons '-cl lowan.Is Albatiy, with no other covering but their night-clothes; the 
horror of whose eoutidou was Lv.-.i.: y eilu.ici.d ■■;.- a groat lull of snow ; Sri of wnom lost 
their limbs from die teveriiy of itre ires'. VVidi these poor f.rgilives crime the inteliigonco 
to Albany, and thai place was in n eisrnal confusion, having, as usual upon such occasions, 
supposed the enemy to have been seven timers mere numerous than they really were. 
About noon, the next dav, the enemy set oil' horn Jvhom cliuly, taking all die plunder they 
could oarry wdrh them, among which were 40 of the best corses. The rest, with all ihe 
cattle and other demesne animals, lay si a ugh le ted in the streets. 

11 One of the most considerable ii.cn of Scheie:..:' ady, at this lime, was Cnpt. Alexander 
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Glen. He lived on the opiiosiie side of the river, mid was suffered to escape, because he 
had delivered many I-'j em.-li ini.- H'-ih limn torture iuhI slavery, who hud been laken by the 
Indians in die former wars, They hud pa-sod ;ji^ house in die night, irnd, during die miis. 
aacre, he had laken ibo alarm, au'd in die morning he was found ready to defend hiinsJi', 
Eefore leaving the ullage, ;l French ollicer summoned hitri to n codicil, upon the there of 
the river, witn the lender of personal st.lcly, Ku at. length adventured down, arid had the 
great satisfaction of havim: all his raptured friends and relatives delivered to him; and the 
enemy deponed, koqdtg: good liieir pr.eui.-e that no iiiiiny should lie done him." 

Amocg those who made a successful defence and ken: the file at bay, was Adam 
Vrooman, Being well supplied widi ;.i 1 1 l , , l . . 1 1 L . i . j i : , and trust. ng to die strength of hi? build, 
ing, which was a ton. ef a for:, he formed die despf rem resolution to defend himself to the 
last extremity ; ai;d if it should prove his fate to perish in lite ruins of his own douiicil, to 
fell bis own life and that of his children as dear a* possible. Seconded in his efforts by 
one of his sons, who assisted in loading ins gnus, he kepi up a rapid and continuous fire 
upon his assailants, and with die most deadly olieet. II:-; horse was soon tided with 
smoke. His wile, neatly suifooated wiih ii, eaurou-ly, ye*, imprudently, placed the coor 
ajar. This an alert Indian perceived, r.ud Iking througa the upi-ione, killed her. In the 
mean time, otic of his daughters escaped from tin; back lull dour wilh his infant child in 
her arms. They snatched the hnio innocent from her arms, and dashed out its brains; and 
in the confusion of rln; scene tj.c 1 - girl escaped. Their triumph here, however, was of .short 
duration ; Mr. VToouaui succeeded hi securely boiling tiie door and preventing the intru- 
sion of any of the enemy. On witnessing Mr. Vroontan's coaiiige, and fearing greater 
havoc among their eiiosen barti, 'he enemy promised, if itc woidd delist. 10 save his l:l"e and 
not set tire to his bribbhig. This promise they fidhl'.ed, but carried oil' two of his sons into 
captivity. 

The following additional particulars respecting this event are 
drawn from the account given by Charlevoix, a learned French 
Jesuit, distinguished for his travuis and authentic historical works. 

"This party marched out before llicy hud derermiiti d against what part of the English 
frontier they would carry their arms, though some part of Xow York was understood. 
Count fronteuac hud left that to the two commanders. After ihey jiad marched 5 or G 
days, they called n council io determine upon what place liny would attempt. In this 
council, it was debuted, on die oar: of ibe French, that Aloauy would be the smallest place 
they ought to undertake ; btti I'ne liullur.s wo. .'id not agree toil. They contended that, 
wiib ihcir small force, an attack upon Albany would lie attended wirh extreme hazard. 
The French being -ire uncus, the do-on if ure.iv warm, and an Indian chief asked them ' how 
long it was since they had so much courage' To this sec. re rebuke it was answered, that, 
if by some pasi actions they had discovered cowanilco, ihey should see thai now they would 
(Btrieve their character; titry woulu lake Albany or die in die attempt. The Indians, 
however, would not consent, and the council broke up wbthout agreeing upon any firing 
but io proceed on. 

" They conlimied their march until they came to a place whore their path divided intc 
two ; one of which led to Albany, and ibo other to iSciie.-e elany : bete Mantel gave up his 
design upon Albany, tiiu.l ihey inurehed on harmoniously ilu- the former village. The 
woalber was very severe, and for the following 1) days die little army sullored incredible 
hardships. The men were often obliged to wade through water up to their knees, breaking 
its ice ti: every step. 

" At 4 o'clock in lhe moi-ii ini', the bee Inning of ]■'■. binary, t'uey arrived within two leagues 
of Schenectady. Here Ihey halted, and toe Great Agt.ier, chief ef die Iroquois of the falls 
of St. Louis, made a speech to them, lie exhorted every one to forgot die hardships they 
had endured, in Jl;c i:ope of avenging the wrongs lij.-.y luu. for a barn- linn; suiiered from the 
nerlidious English, who were die author-, of them ; and in die close added, that they eotdd 
not doubt of the. assistance of heaven acainst the enemies of God, in a cause so just. 
Hardly iiatl they (alien up liieir line of uuneli, when in: y met 41) Indian women, who gave 
them all the necessary information for uppi-oaehiiig lie; place in safety. A Canadian, 
named Giguierc, was detached immediately with !! Ir.diags upon discovery, who acquitted 
himself to the entire satisllicron ul lbs otiiei is. Ho ii ■■■.-: n ■ ■ :-i : ■-■ : | i~ : l-ouroiidy at his leisure, 
and then rejoined his comrades. Ti. bad been deiei-mhod by the puny io put. offlhe attack 
one day longer ; but on the arrival of dio scout under togulcre, it. was resolved to proceed 
without delay. 

" Schenectady was then in form like ibui of a long square, and cu'eicu by two gates, one 
at each end. One opened towards Albany, the oliier upon tl,c groin read leading into the 
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back country, and winch was tsu-.v posses-eii by the I'Yonch y [id Indians. Maulet and St. 
rteleue charged at die second sate, winch ; -,o l.ttdian women bef.ne mentioned had assured 
them was alway* open, ood tiicv ibuml jt so, D'tuorvhlc and Uopentigm passed to the 

left, in order to enter by 'in? other sate, but, after lcsi:ig s e :ll;i-lj in vaiiLiy endeavotiug 

to find it, were obliged to iniirn ar,ti c-.mi- with their comrades. 

" The gale w:.i.~ not only .jpi'.-i on! unr-aianied, anil ll:o. ivi K iln parly entered without iieing 
discovered. Livid; J' '' ' "''' '■'■■'•' ■' - ,i '" -'■ "" ■'■ : - I "■< "'■• ^"".' «'<i ;■];.:(; every portal, and then 
the war-whoop was raised. Man:ot fereiei.l anil attacked a iratnsoe, whore the only resist, 
a nee of any account ra made. The jrsilc: of it was soon force il, ant! ail of the Ihtejish fid), 
by die sword, and '.'r.c. garrison was burned. iHor.feni wis wounded, in forcing a house, 
in his arm and body by two blows of a halhenl, which put him l/!»s tin. cnmkiit ; but Si, 
Heleno being come to ids assisieuce, the house was taken, and t.lin wounds of Montigui 
revenged by the death of all who had sh.it 'hoinselvcs up in it. Nothing was now to be 
seen i.mt massacre and pillage in every place. At die end of nhoul two hours, the chiefs, 
believing it due r.o their saicy, pasted budics of guards at ah the uveti.tes, to prevent sur. 
prise, and the rest of the night was spent in ti-f.eshiug themselves. JVfaoiei. had given 
;rders that the minister of Iho ;.i!ur.:c shoakl ho spared, wkcen he had intended for itis own 
prisoner; hut ho was toond among lia promiscuous deau, and no one know when he was 
killed, and all his papers were hurried. 

" After die place was deslmyei.l, the chief- ordered nil iho casks >■:' iiiTotvic-ritlnp,- liquors to 
be staved, to prevent their men from gelling drn;i\. Tl;ey rn-\'t. sel all the houses on fire, 
excepting thai of a widow, into which llonligit: had been curried, and another belonging 
(o Jiaior Goudre; they were in number about II), ail well built and furnished; no booty 
but that which tonic be easily p'atispot-lcd was saved. The lives uf about 60 persons wore 
spared ; chiefly women, children, and old t:i«i, who had escaped die tiny of the onsel, and 
ill) Indians who happened 10 he then in the place. The lives of the frelians were spared 
thai they might cany the news of what iiad hup[;ooeil to their countrymen, whom they 
were requested 10 inform, that it was not agausi diem Ibai. :hcy imencod any hamt, but to 
!he tlnghsit only, whom they had now despoiled of property 1o iho amount of four hundred 
thousand pounds." 

The following ballad is an interesting relic of antiquity. It was 

■written in 1690, to commemorate the ties (met ion of Schenectady, and 

is composed something in the style of the celebrated " Chevy Chase." 

"A BALLAD, 

" In which is set firth the horrid otuelllies praeised by liie French ar.d Indians on the 
night of the bib of last February. The. which I. did ouii'.pose hist tiiithi. in. ihe space of one 
hour; and am now wiitiiig, lie; morning of 1'rycay, June 112th, 1690. W. W. 

" Cod prosper lr.i-.i_' our king and cttocti, Latch door was sudden open broke 

Our lives and safeties ail ; By six or seven men. 

A sad misfortune once there did i> ne lnen ari d women, youn»o and olde, 

Schenectady befall. An j ,,] itl t },e gi,^ an d hoys, 

From forth lite woods of Canada All started up in great ai'iigat, 

The Frenchmen tooke their way, Att the alarming noise. 

The people of Schenectady Tney mfm were murther'd in their beddes, 

To captivate and slay. Without shame or remorse ; 

They marched for two and twenty daies, And soone the floors and streets were strew d 

Ah through .lie deepest snow ; With many a bleeding corse. 

Anil on a di-na! winler night, Tne village S0IJ]1 u(2fLil !( , [,| aKfii 

They struck? the cruel blow. Which shew'd the" horrid sight :— 

The lightsome sun thai rules the day But, 0, I scarce can beare to tell, 

Had gone down in the west; The mU'ries of that night. 

And ska the drowsie villagers They threw the infants in the fire, 

Iiad suu_rhi and lound their reste, iyv, e men ,;.,,- j;,: 1Ki | S j, art :. ; 

They thought they were in saftie all, But killed all which they could find, 

And dreumpt not of the foe: Though aged or tho' fair. 

lint ait midnight ibey all awoke, O Christe ! In the still midmtrht air, 

hi won dorm cm and woe. j( sounded dismally ; 

For they were in their pleasant beddes, The women's prayers, and the loud screams 

And boundclte sleeping, when Of their great agony. 
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Molhbks :iy- ':: T hoar (hem now And then lln-lr fvnil ira did pii".-n>' : 

A!) rinsing in my ear ; As was our true dutye. 

Til': K'H-lfka iitKL (ri-rm:)" ;;'Ji! wcj.Ai: si™ . 

T;,,v .,.,1 in ihoir fear. Th ° Mohaqucs joynd our bruvo parlj-o, 

1 And followed m the chase, 

But some ran off to Albany, Till we came up ivith the Frenchmen, 

And told the dolofull tale : Att a most likelye place. 

Ynt.1. l!iou K li v.-c. %:vo our cSn'iirfut aid, „ ,.. 

I> did imr imirh avail Our Eollll - ! ' : > : '" ' : l ll;u t;1 ' lr r ™'i 
And killed twenty-five ; 

And wc wore horribly afraid, Our young men were so much enrag'd 

And shook with terror, when They look scarce one alive. 

They told ns that t!,o Ironimmon wuro „,..„, 

More than a thousand men. D'A, h-hout l : .,m <::,: command,-, 
Which wfri" bin iI;li-'.l,s|i ru^iKJ, 

The news came on the Sabbath mora Else why did they consent and goe, 

Just att the break of day, With blood vi* Indian doirfjes ■ 

And with a compaaie of horse . 

!■ ,;dii l( ,ef! away. And here I ™,1 lt,<: Im,:; bailed 

1 lie wliifili .Mm |iis1. IjiLVft n:(.i:c ; 

But soon wo found (In; Fri'iidi wrr. ffono ). wish tbnl il may stay on earth 

Willi all their great bootyc ; Long after I am dead 

Albany, 12th of June, 1690. Walter Wii-ie. 



SCHOHARIE COUNTY. 

Schoharie county was taken from Albany and Otsego counties in 
1795 ; greatest length N". and S. 30, greatest" breadth E. and W. 25 
miles. Centra L!y distant N'VV. from _\ew York 150, from Albany W. 
42 miles. In the western part of this county is the dividing ridge be- 
tween the waters of the Mohawk and, those of the Susquehanna!] and 
Delaware. In the eastern par!, it has the; Calskill and Helleberg moun- 
tains. It has the valley of the Schoharie creek north and south through 
its centre, along which die alluvial flats are very extensive, with a soil 
of loam and vegetable mould, peculiarly rich and fertile. Much of the 
surface of this county is hilly, with some of a mountainous character. 
The soil of the uplands is of various fluidities, generally better adapted 
to grass than to grain. The Schoharie creek, a large tributary of the 
Mohawk, has its rise in Greene county, and flows norlliward through 
the centre of this county. In its course it receives several smaller 
streams, the principal of which arc the Oobelskill on the west, and 
Fox creek on the east. The Calskill has its source in the eastern 
part of the county, and the Delaware and Susmicfmnna-h in the west- 
ern. The county is well watered, and possesses many fine mill sites. 
In the towns of Summit, Jefferson, Blenheim, Broome, and the up- 
lands of Middleburg and Fulton, the tenure of the soil is generally held 
by lease, the fee-simple hehsg in proprietors of large tracts; but in 
these towns, there are many tracts upon the creek, which the Germans 
have taken up in fee, the common tenure ol the northern towns. The 
towns of Schoharie, Cobelskill, Sharon, Bull-on, Mi dole burg, and por- 
tions of Blenheim and Broome, have a population of German origin, 
The German language prevail among ihe older inhabilants, but their 



HosledbyGOOgle 



SdHUJARTF. COUNTY. 



329 



children are educated and converse in English. The early settlers 
suffered much from Indian hostilities, and during the revolution the 

country was overrun by lite JJri:i.*'i and Indians under Sic John John- 
son, Brant, and the infamous Walter Butler. The county is divided 

into 12 towns : 



ISloiiheiin. 
Broome, 

Cm-lisle, 



Jefferson, 

Middloburg, SI 

bchoiiaric, Si 



&<)v:;v:ti. 




in the central part of Schoharie. 



The town of Schoharie lie* on the fiats, near the junction of Scho- 
harie and Fox creeks, 112 miles W. of Albany. It contains about 100 
dwellings, the county buildings, I Lutheran and 1 Dutch Reformed 
church, and an academy. The above engraving is a SE. view in the 
central part of the village : the courthouse, a stone building 3 stories 
high, is seen on the right ; the Lutheran church and the academy in 
the distance. 

About a mile N. of the central part of Schoharie is an ancient stone 
church, which was used as n fort during the revolutionary war. When 
Sir John Johnson ravaged the Mohawk valley in 1780, he visited 
Schoharie, and after making an unsuccessful attack on the Middle 
Fort, he proceeded to the Lower Fort, as this church was called. 

•' When they arrived at the Loivir Port, they showed little disposition to »ttac)[ it, 
although its garrison did not. amount to 100 men. They sc;>ni-.ii.ed iuin Hvo divisions, Ilia 
regular (loops iiiaidna;: idonu; the Limit of the creek, and the Iniimiis iilini: oil' about half n 
mile to the east of (bo fori. The ioi.';ila>;: iirffl a lev.- cannon -slnn. i-.-J1Ui.ui. elli'Ol., one only 
lodging in the- corner of the o.knrch ; and linn, alter sjiikirjfj o:ie of (heir lie.lil -pieces in a 
morass, marched round to the north of the fort, where- they were joined liy (he Indians. 
Here they fired 11 fen shot with sinali-arms, and n lev.- of. the Indians approached near 
erioiijdi to throw- their bsilli-fs into too toner of the el. me]-,, wdiere seme marksmen had 
been s( ;i tin neci. A discharge of grape from (ho fort drove them baek, .'i.nd limy continued 
their march through the ivee-ds. to l-'ort 11. inter, on the Mohawk, near l!io molllh or Scllfi- 
h-nie i.reek, where tiiev arrived after dark. 

42 
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"The beautiful vn'.'.e.y of Jelinbaiie. ciffk prr--«cntf<l n scene of (Ssvnst.ftt.inii, on llir/iiijfhl 
of the 17th of Octeber.'not easily ikievibed. Hohji-s, hams, nmt numerous slacks nf hay 

ami grain w-ere cniisumeil ; (lomeM.ie mil In lay (Scad everywhere over the fields; a few 

builduisrs belong);; lo riii! ro\ali;-ls had been sijufcd, but the mhitia, tallying out, set firo 
to lliein in revenue, A lie: the lnini;:i^ of Siilmbar e. Ibis se.ttlemi:>i( eea-ed to be so much 
an object ol'rory vengeance ; nuil during liic- years 17HI ami 17*2, iIuuitU there were fre- 
(1 ui' ill alarms, little r)auin<:o ivus done by flic- enemy. '1 'lie Lidiiitis nopi'iircd once, in consid- 
erable numbers at Cobblc^dll, buroed u lev.' briiiii-iirs, killer! one man, and carried off five 
prisoners; but the bnrty of tire hlinbilnnis bail tniiin rel'uL;e in a. fart which they bad built 
on their reluro from .Sc.hoiiaric in J 7c I, mid were safe/'— Annuls of Tn/an IJnim';/. 



SENECA COUNTY. 

Seneca county was taken from Cayuga iu 1804; since which 
other counties have been formed from it. Its greatest length N. and S. 
is 36 miles; medium width, 12. Centrally distant from New York, 
317, from Albany, 172 miles. The land rises gently from the Cayuga 
and Seneca lakes, and the whole comity is pleasantly diversified with 
hills and vales. The soil is well adapted to the culture of grain, 
grasses, and fruit trees, being principally a vegetable mould or calcare- 
ous loam. There is no stream of importance excepting the outlet of 
the Seneca lake, which from Walerloo to Seneca lake furnishes much 
hydraulic power. The lands of this county formed part of the military 
tract, and the titles therefore are derived from the slate through patents 
to the soldiers of the revolution. The Erie canal just touches upon the 
NE. part, in the town of Tyre. The railroad passes through the towns 
of Waterloo and Seneca Falls. The county is divided into 10 towns : 

Covert, Lodi, Seneca Falls, Waterloo. 

Fayette, Ovid, Tyre, 

Junius, Romulus, Yarick, 



a Falls village is 4 miles 71. nf Waterloo, 1 1 from. Geneva, '■$ 
W. of Cayuga bridge, 85 from Utica, and Ib'7 from Albany. This is 
a flourishing village, containing between 400 and 500 dwellings, 1 
Baptist, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Episcopal, 1 Methodist, and 1 Catholic 
church, an academy, and 3 newspaper printing establishments. There 
is at this place a heavy water-power of 47 feet over 4 dams, putting in 
operation 7 extensive flour-mills, besides quite a number of other mills 
and manufacturing establishments. The following engraving is an 
eastern view of the village, the river, and the Cayuga and Seneca ca- 
nal, with one of the locks, &c. 

The first settlers at this place were Horatio Jones and Lawrence 
Van Clief, who fixed their residence here shortly after the revolution- 
ary war. Van Clief was a soldier in Sullivan's expedition. The vil- 
lage of Seneca Falls was founded in 1815, by Col. Mynderse, who 
settled here in 1795, and built the first llourmg-iml's in this section, of 
the state. In 1837, the village contained only 2(ii> inhabitants. 

Ovid, the half-shi're seat, is about 17 miles SK. nf Waterloo. It is 
ddi.ghtfu.Hy situated on the Newburg turnpike. The village commands 
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of a large part of bol.li lakes, and of portions of 9 adjoining coun- 
ties, the land rising gradually to it from the lakes, rich, arable, and 
finely cultivated in farms. There are here 1 Presbyterian and 1 Meth- 
odist, church, a flourishing academy, and about 10U dwellings. 

The flourishing village of Waterloo w situated on the Seneca outlet 
and the Seneca and Cayuga canal, 4 miles from Seneca rails village, 
7 from Geneva, and 167 from Albany. It was founded in 1815, by the 
late Elisha Williams, of Columbia county, and was made a half-shire 
village in 1S22. It contains about 300 dwellings, 4 churches — 1 
Episcopal, 1 Methodist, 1 Presbyterian, and 1 Baptist — and about 
2,000 inhabitants. Wit.ii the village of Seneca Falls, Waterloo pos- 
sesses the advantage of the lateral canal uniting the Seneca and Ca- 
yuga lakes with lho Ilrio canal. The water lor toe mills at this place 
is taken from the river and canal, and used under a head of 15 feet, 



STEUBEN COUNTY. 

Steuben county, named in honor of Major-general Frederick Wil- 
liam Baron de Steuben, the celebrated tactician of the revolutionary 
army, was taken from Ontario in 1796 ; boundaries .since much alter- 
ed ; from Albany centrally distant SW. 216 miles, from New York 
W. 220 ; length and breadth 40 miles. The surface is broken and 
hilly, if not mountainous. Along the rivers, the general aspect of the 
county is uninviting, except that in some parts the alluvial flats are ex- 
tensive and rich. The river hills are rocky, precipitous, and covered 
with evergreens ; but the upland plains have a rich variety of trees, 
and fertile tracts principally ol clayey loan). The Naples of the county 
are lumber, grain, cattle, and wool. The hiinbcrma is the chief busi- 
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ness of the southern towns ; but as the country is cleared of its forests, 
agriculture rises in importance. Chemung river is the great stream 

of the county ; it was called by the Seneeas Cononqur., " horn in the 
water." Its flats are said to be superior in fertility to the Mohawk. 
This county, excepting the town of Reading en the western shore of 
the Seneca lake, was included in the extensive cession of New York 
to Massachusetts, and passed from that state, through Messrs. Phelps 
and Gorham and Robert Morris, to Sir William Pulteney. It was 
mostly settled by Pennsylvania!!.*, e\-cep!.itig Prat'sburg, which was 
settled by New Engenders. The county is divided into 27 towns ; 



Ackison 


Conliocton, 


Jasper. 


Trou psburg, 


Bath, 


Dansvilk, 


J.inJky, 


Tyrone, 


B racier;;, 


Erwin, 


Orange, 


1 rijana, 


Cameron, 


Greenwoodj 


Painted Post, 


Wayne, 


Campbell, 


Hornby, 


Prattsburg, 


Wheeler, 


Canisteo, 


Hornellsville, 


Pultney, 


Wood hull. 


Caton, 


Howard, 


Re; ding, 





Bath, the county scat, on the hank of the Conliocton river, and 11 
miles north of the New York and Eric railroad, is one of the most 
pleasant villages in fhe western part of the state. The public square, 
laid out in 1793 by Capt. Charles Williamson, has the county and 
other public buildings, and several elegant private mansions. There 
are in the ■village, a bank, 4 churches, and about 200 dwellings. Bath 
was first settled in 171)3, by Capl. Charles Williamson, the first agent 
of Sir William I'ultcuey, after whom the public square was named. 
Sir William, who was a noted English whig, was a large proprietor in 
this vicinity. 

" At the head of the Crooked Lake lies the flourishing village of 
Hammond sport, 8 miles NE. of Bath, founded in 1826 by Lazarus 
Hammond, containing I Presbyterian and 1 Episcopal church, and 
about 100 dwellings. The village is favorably situated for trade, by 
reason of the lake. It must become the port of the county, whence 
much of its exports will seek a market in the centre of the state, and 
at the towns on the Hudson river. A. steamboat daily plies between 
here and Penn Yann, ihe capital of Yales county ; thence the Crooked 
Lake canal leads to the Seneca Lake, which is connected with the 
Erie canal by the Seneca and Cayuga canal, by wbicii route there is 
an uninterrupted waler eonum.uucaiiun wifli New York." 

The village of Painted j'w/, 22 miles >SE. of Bath, at the junction 
of the Conhocton river with the Tioga, contains about GO dwellings, 
and is a place much noted in the early history of this section of the 
country. The celebrated "painted, jmsI," from which the town of 
Painted Post derived ils name, formerly stood upon the bank of the 
river. There have been various stories in relation to its origin ; the 
following account, taken from tbe narrative of the captivity and suffer- 
ings of Gen. Pregift Patchin, who was taken prisoner by a party of 
Indians under Brant during the revolution, is probably correct 
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" Near this, we found the famous PAINTED POST, which is now known over the 

whole cijiiihuiiil. In llai-e com errant Willi Ilic c;;r!y history oi our touutry ; the origin of 
whitih was as follows. Whelheril was in the reviiiulka, or '.:: the 1 tiuimore ba(lle.< with 
I.Ik; Indians, wiiidi commenced in Vir^ini.i. or in t!n: I ':■•".. c. I i war, I do not know ; an In- 
dian chief, on thifi -pot, had been victorious in halt In, and killed and took prisoners to the 
number of about GO. This nvrnt Im o.nlebraled by causing a Ires to tin Taken from the 
forest and hewed four square, painlwl ted, and tiic munlicr lie killed, whioli was 33, rep- 
resented aem-s (In, pout in blank paiitl, withtmc iiuy heads, but those, ho took prisoinjrs, 
whinh was .'ill, were reprcsenied with head- on in Winds pahil, as the others. This post 
in' erected, and thus handed down to postern y ira account that hero a battle was foujih! ; 
but by whom, and who the sutYorcrs iva\-. is covered in darkness, except that it was ho- 
'iveeu the whites and Indians." 



SUFFOLK COUNTY. 

Suffolk county, which comprises about two-thirds of Long Island, 
was organized in 1683, at which time the ridings were abolished, and 
Long Island was divided into three counties, as they have remained 
ever since. It is about one hundred and ten miles in length, and in 
some parts twenty in width. On the north side nest the sound the 
land is considerably broken and hilly ; in the interior, and on the south 
side, it is mostly a sandy plain, covered for the greater part with forests 
of pine, in which the, wild deer is still an inhabitant. The county is 
not well watered, the streams being few and small. The chief busi- 
ness of the inhabitants is agriculture and fishing; they also send large 
quantities of pine wood to market. The original settlers of the county 
were mostly from New England, and the inhabitants have ever retain- 
ed to a great decree the habits and manners of the Puritans. The 
county is divided into i) towns, all oi which, exeep' Kiverhead, were 
organized in 1788 : 

Brookh avert, I slip, Smith town, 

East Hampton, Riverhead, Southampton, 

Huntington, Shelter Island, Southold. 

The following is a northern view of Sagg Harbor, situated in the 
NE. corner of the town, 100 miles from !\ew i ork. It has a good har- 
bor, lying on an arm of Gardiner's Bay. The village contains 400 
dwellings, 1 Presbyterian, 1 Methodist, I Catholic, and 1 African 
church, 2 printing oilices, and about 3,000 inhabitants. The wealth 
and trade of the place may with propriety be said to be founded on 
the whaling business. 

" Sagg Harbor is the most populous, wealthy, and commercial 
place in the county, and may lb en: fori; not improperly be considered 
the emporium of Suffolk. The capital employed in trade here proba- 
bly exceeds that of the whole county besides, there being nearly a 
million of dollars invested in the whale-fishery alone, employing a ton- 
nage of more than six thousand, exclusive oi several line packets mid 
other vessels engaged in the coasting business. It is supposed that 
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no permanent settlement was attempted here previous to 1730, and 
then onlv a few small roltaeos were erected near the head of the 




present wharf, for the convenience of those encaged in fishing. Most 
of the land in the vicinity was then covered whli timber and forest, 
and it is probable, also, that no inconsiderable number of Indians 
dwelt in the vicinity. In 1760, several respectable families established 
themselves here, perceiving that it possessed many local advantages, 
and built for themselves comfortable houses. In 1767, the number of 
inhabitants had so increased, that it was resolved to erect a house for 
public worship ; and without the advantage of regular preaching, the 
people were accustomed to assemble on the Sabbath at the beat of 
drum, and hear a sermon read by one of the constregatioii . They be- 
gan soon after more largely to appreciate the commercial facilities 
offered by the adjacent writers, and fresh efforts were made to improve 
upon the old practice of bout-iukaling. For this end small sloops 
were fitted out, and rangers the ocean at some distance from the 
coast ; but when a whale was caught, it became necessary to return 
to port for the purpose of boiling out the oil upon the shore. The 
business had made but little progress when hostilities commenced be- 
tween the mother country and her colonies in 1775 ; and this island 
being the next year abandoned to the enemy, commerce of every kind 
was of course suspended till the close of the contest in 1783. Sev- 
eral British ships took their stations in the hay, and this village was 
made not only a depot for military stores, but the garrison for a con. 
siderable body of soldiers. During the war it became the theatre of 
one of the most, extraordinary feats that was accomplished during the 
revolution. It lias generally been denominated Mcigx' 'Expedition, 
and the circumstances are thus related by the historians of that period : 



" In retaliation for the burning of 



is UoimecLicut, by Gen. Arnold a 
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wretches under his command, in April, ITTT, u few soldiers from IN'ewhaven went on a 
predator;- excursion to .l.oiijj Island. A onaniil.y oi' previsions had been encoded at. Sc™ 
Harbor, and to destroy these wss Ike ohj<a:t. of iiio expedition. The enterprise was one 
of tlio most spirited and s u ec c-sfn I of dial, evcnti'.d period. On. Parson? conceived it 

possible- to surprbc L j i ■ ■ yiVd.cc. mid rjun tided i lie e\ liusi of ii l:> 1 .ienl.enant-o.oloiifl rVleinw, 

who embarked from i\ow!]a.ven, ill. ay :> I . ) 77V. with two hundred n-id tin rly- four men, in 
thirteen ivJia.le-boa.1s. Hi- procr ened (o Oiii'ord, Ir.u on account of the roughness of (he 
sea, could not pass (lie sinuai (111 tho 23d. On that day, atone o'clock in the afternoon, 
In' left Guilford wttti our hundred and seventy men, under convoy of two armed sloops, 
ii ml eroded the seand to ckinlhohl, where he arrived at (i o'clock. Themomy's troops an 
this part of the island line! ntaicbcd lor New York two or lluee days Ware, hnl. ii wan 
repotted that there was a party at. Sa™ llaibei' on the ^i.cilh branch of the island, about 
fifteen miles distant Co!. Mriffs ordered the wh;dc-boa|s la lit transporlcd over the land 
In the bay between (lie nor; ii and south branches of lire Island, where one hundred and 
thirty men emb;;rkod, and at. twelve o'clock at. i'.::;rjt arrived safely on [lie other side of 
the bay within fear milts of fi\>E<> limber. Here the- boms were seca-e-il in a wood, under 
a guard, and tbe remmiiilo.r o! the detachment nir.re.hed ouiekly to the harbor, where they 
arrived at two o'clock in tin: morning, in the irrtatost. order, aftackiur; the outpost with 
iixL-if bayonets, and [irocecdhcj- directly to the shipiiln;; at tbe. wharf, wdiieh they found 
unprepared for defence. The ahinn was clveu, and nn aimed sthoonor with twelve cuns 
and seventy men boean to tire nnrm tin m at the iliilaucc of one hundred and fifty yurda, 
which consulted three quarters of an hoar, h.il did not prevent the troops from execute);; 
their desion wltn the creates, lolrcpidlty and clil.f.t. Twelve hrirrs i:nd sloops, one of which 
was an armed vessel of twelve trims, and one i an el red am! twenty tons of hay, corn, oats, 
ten hogsheads of rum. and a lame nuanlity of ciereha idlse. htp: cn'in-ly destroyed. Six 
of the enemy were killed, and ninety taken prisoners. Not oac of Col. Meigs' men was 
either killed or wounded. I le retmnod to Guilford at. two o'clock in the afternoon, Lav- 
ing been absent only twenty-live hours ; and in that time had iransportod Ills troops by 
land and water tall ninety miles, and eoiimlcled his undertaking with tho most entire 

The village of Riverhead, the county seat, is situated upon Feconic 
creek or river, a mill stream, about 2 miles above Feconic bay, 
about 90 miles from New York, 24 from Sagg Harbor, and S3 from 
Grcenport. The village contains about 70 dwellings, a large proportion 
of which are one story in height, 1 Methodist, 1 Congregational, and 1 
Swedenborg or New Jerusalem church, an academy, and about 500 
inhabitants. 

The village of Southampton is built on a single street, 18 miles 
from Riverhead. The village of Green/port, at the eastern termination 
of the Long Island railroad, contains 3 churches and about 100 dwell- 
ings. Tho village of Huntington, 40 miles W. from Riverhead 
and 45 from New York, has 2 churches, an academy, and about 
100 dwellings in the vicinity. Patchogue, 60 miles from New York, 
28 from Riverhead, contains 2 c!u;re3icd and about 75 dwellings. Se- 
taviket, on the N. side of the island, is an ancient village, containing 2 
churches and upwards of 100 dwellings. 

The village of Easlhampton, near the eastern extremity of Long 
Island, about 110 miles from New York, consists of about 100 dwell- 
ings, on a single street about a mile in length. The Clinton academy 
was erected here in. 1785, being the first institution of the kind erected 
on Long Island. 

The peninsula of Montauk contains 9,000 acres. The land is 
owned by about forty individuals, as tenants in common. The In- 
dians have non-fmctuary interest in a portion of the land ; but as the 
race is nearly extinct, this incumbrance must be of short duration. 
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Vkiu of Montauk Voird, T.cmg Island. 

The soil is generally good, and is used as pasture land. The surface 
is rough, and in some place* precipitous. " There is a sublimity and 
wildness, as well as solitariness hero, which leave a powerful impres- 
sion on the heart. Jn a storm, the scene which the ocean presents is 
awfully grand and terrific. On the extreme point stands the tall white 
column erected by the government for a lighthouse in 1795, at an ex- 
pense of $22, .300. It is constructed of stone, in the most substantial 



Ci fu'diner's Island contains about :j,,!00 acres, with a soil mostly of 
a good quality ; the nearest point of distance to Long Island is three 
miles. Lyon Gardiner, the first settler on the island, was a native of 
Scotland. He belonged to the republican party, with the illustrious 
Hampden, Cromwell, and others. 

The notorious pirate William .K'idd visited, this island, and buried a 
valuable treasure. From this circumstance, doubtless, have arisen the 
numerous legends respecting the burial of " Kidd's money," in many 
places along the coast. 

■' liiild, mi his [j.iniMiViiiTl rmssnire from Die Wot .ladies in 1!os: oil, where lie was lmnlly 
appieiieuded, anchored in I hi.'dhier's In iy, and in lite prese:iee ill' the owner of Uio island, 
Mr. Glll'lliller, and under the mosl soli- Hi] hi; ■linns of seerecy. ]):r:ieil a (nit o:' L'O.il, sil- 
ver, itud precious stores. On ilm o:l of July, •'■>■'■*. he was- siinmioued before Loni Bella- 
mfint, at Huston, urn! nrtlered lo rcpnrl his proeeeuiuifs while in :ln; sarviee of lbs company ; 
which re fusiii :? i» do. he wns itnm-.Jiaielv arrested, end iru:;so:i-led In 1 -1 1 1 trl . j i ■ ■ I . v.line he 
was tried, cor.vic.led, and executed uc ' f,\ecn:ii.ni Doolr on tin; L±':i of May, 1701. He 
wi;s found guilty of l.hn nii.udi.: of W"i:ll:j.;jL Me-ore, a'imiier of the shin, mid was huoij in 
cIuuiib. Mr. .Tohn (*. Cardiner hns a sina.i piece of j;olil ninth, wliiel, his h.tiicr received 
from Mrs. Welntor.-, who iraM alio Mi" fiii'meni!; uceounl of Kidd's visit, id the island. ' 1 
remember,' she says, ' when very yrninir, heurmir ny mather say the I her grandmother 
was the wife to Lord Gniiliiier when the pirate e'mie to Hint island. Ilo wanted Mrs. 
Gardiner to roast him a ]ej : -he heing afraid fo refuse him, roeslod it very nice, and he 
was much pleased v.atli it. lie thai made he- r> present of this cloth, which she pave (o 
her two daughters ; what became nf the other 1 know not. ; hid. this was handed down to 
ine, and is, 1 believe, as nice as when Irsi. pven, whieli must he upwards of a hundred 

years.' It having heen a- rinie.ed lhni he liar] buried treasures upon in is island, fjiu- 

inissioners were sent In Governor lieHamont, wh:> uatai.ied lire same ; am! for whieli they 
gave a receipt." 
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SULLIVAN COUNTY. 

Sullivan county was erected in March, 1809, from Ulster county, 
and received its name in honor of .General Sullivan, an officer of the 
revolutionary army. It is centrally distant from New York about 100 
miles NW,, and, [>v the routes usually travelled, 112 SW. of Albany 
Greatest length NW. and SE. 45, and" greater breadth XE. and SW 
37 miles. The county of Sullivan is situated on the Delaware river, 
W. of Ulster county, in a region of broken land. It contains a large 
proportion of mountainous country. The Newburg and Cochecton 
turnpike runs centrally and westerly across the county; and on this 
road and the Delaware river are the principal settlements. The New 
York and Erie railroad runs through the southern portion. The 
northern part is the wildest and least settled. The Delaware and 
Hudson canal passes thvoitidi the valley of ISashe's kill into Orange, 
and returns from that county by the valley of the Delaware, along 
which it extends in this county about 1 5 miles, to the dam opposite the 
Laxawaxen river. The country along the Delaware is not favorable 
for agriculture ; generally the highlands are preferred, for cultivation, 
being more dry, and productive of liner grass than the valleys, which 
are commonly wet and cold. Upon the Delaware, and the streams 
which flow into it, the inhabitants are chiefly engaged in lumbering, 
With the exception of a small tract on the southeast, in the Minisink 
patent, the whole county was covered by the Harden burg patent, un- 
der which there are now some extensive landholders. The inhabit- 
ants are chiefly of Dutch and New England descent. About one-tenth 
of the county only is improved. It is divided into 10 towns : 

Bethel, Forrestburg, Mamakaling, Thompson. 

Cochecton, Liberty, Neversink, 

Fallsburg, Lumber! and, Rockland, 

Monticello, the county seat, on the Newburg and Cochecton turn- 

Sike, named after Jefferson's residence, was founded in 1804, by 
lessrs. Samuel F. and J. P. Jones, from New Lebanon, Columbia 
county, who were proprietors of most of the lands in the vicinity 
Judge Piatt Pelton built the second frame house here in 1806. The 
village was incorporated in 1830, and consists of the county build 
ings, 2 churches, and about 60 dwellings, distant 3r? miles from New 
burg, and 110 from Albany, Bloomingburg, 23 miles W. of New 
burg, was incorporated in 1833, and consists of about 75 dwellings, 2 
churches, and an academy. 
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Tioga, county, taken from Montgomery in 1791; bounds since, 
much altered : still further reduced in lH;i(\ by the erection of Che- 
mung county from its western portion. Greatest length E. and W, 
31, greatest breadth N. and S. 29 miles. This, with Chemung coun- 
ty, is part of the broad and long belt, extending westerly from Ulster 
and Greene counties to the vicinity of Lake Erie, preserving for a 
great part of the distance a. mean height of about 1,600 feet above the 
level of the ocean. The soil of the county consists generally of sandy 
and gravelly loam, interspersed with patches of mud and clay. The 
uplands arc commonly better adapted to grass than grain ; but the val- 
leys give fine crops of wheat and corn ; oats, barley, peas, beans, and 
hops thrive almost everywhere. The Susquebannali is the principal 
stream of the county. The New' York and Erie railroad crosses the 
county E. and W. ; and the railroad from Owego to Ithaca N. and S. 
The county is divided into 9 towns : 

Barton, Newark, Richford, 

Berkshire, Nichols, Spencer, 

Candor, Owego, Tioga. 




West view of the courl.hov.se ami other buildings, Owego. 

Owego village, the county seat, is 30 miles SE. of Ithaca, and 167 
from Albany on the N. side of Suaquebannah river. The building 
with a cupola near the centre of the drawing is the courthouse, the one 
on the right the academy, both of which fine the public square. There 
are in the village 4 churches, a hank, capital SaOO.OOO, 3 fine hotels, 
an academy, and upwards of 300 dwellings. The railroad which ex- 
tends from here to Ithaca, was the second, chartered in the state, (1S28,) 
and is 29j miles in length. The name Owego is of Indian origin 
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signifying swift, or swift, river, and was applied to the Owego creek, 
which em plies inlo the Susquehanna h alioul lialf a mile from the vil- 
lage. About the year 17SS or 1784, James McMaster and Amos 
Draper purchased of the Indians what they called a half township, 
comprising 11,500 acres, and embracing the site upon which the vil- 
lage now stands. " In 1785, McMaster, and William Taylor, still liv- 
ing in Owego, and then a bound boy to McMaster, came and cleared 
in one season 10 or 15 acres of land, and through the summer planted 
and raised a crop of corn from the same. This was the first transition 
of the ground, where Owego now stands, from a wilderness state. In 
1794 or 1795, McMaster and I tudson, a surveyor, laid out the village 
into streets and lots, and thus laid the foundation of what Owego now 

is or shall be hereafter The sources of wealth, as the village 

grew up, were sail, (mm Salina, brought to the place and carried down 
the river in arks for the Pennsylvania and Maryland markets, wheat 
from the north, which was also transported down the river, lumber, 
also, and plaster." 

" A few years after this section was settled, there prevailed an ex- 
tensive and serious famine. It was felt more particularly in the region 
between Owego and Elmira, embracing Tioga. It was experienced 
even down to Wyoming. For six weeks or snore, the inhabitants were 
without bread or its kind. This season of famishing occurred imme- 
diately before the time of harvesting The inhabitants, as a 

substitute for more substantial fond, gathered, or rather, it is believed, 
dug what were called wild beans ; which, it seems, were found in 
considerable quantities. They would also gather the most nutritious 
roots and eat them." 



TOMPKINS COUNTY. 

Tompkins county, named in honor of the Hon. Daniel D. Tomp- 
kins, formerly Vice-president of the United States, was taken from 
Cayuga and Seneca counties in 1817: limits since changed. Great- 
est length E. and W. 34, greatest breadth N. and S. 28 miles ; cen- 
trally distant from New York SIS, and from Albany 163 miles. 
This county forms part of the high land in the southwestern portion 
of the state. Its summit generally is elevated from 1,200 to 1,400 
feet, but the singular and deep basins in which lie the Cayuga and 
Seneca lakes, have given a peculiar formation to its surface, and to 
the course and character of its streams. The Cayuga lake indents 
it on the N. about 18 miles ; the Seneca lake extends southerly on 
its western border IS miles. The greater portion of the country 
declines from all sides towards the Cayuga lake. The ascent from 
the shores of the lake is gradual and smooth to the eye, yet it is 
rapid, and attains within 2 miles the height of at least 500 feet. 
This gives to the streams a precipitous character. The towns of 
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Newfield, Danby, and Caroline, were purchased from llic state by- 
Messrs. Watkins and Flint. The towns north of these, excepting a 
small portion in the northeastern part of Dry den, belong to the mili- 
tary tract. That portion was in the cession to Massachusetts. The 
county is chiefly settled by New England emigrants. The New York 
and Erie railroad passes through the county. Tompkins county is di 
vided into 10 towns : 

Caroline, Enfield, Ithaca, Ulysses, 

Danby, Grot on, Lansing, 

Dryden, Hector, New-field, 

"Che village of Ithaca was founded by the late Simeon Do Witt, sur- 
veyor-general of the state. It is beautifully situated about a mile and 
a half above the CdVuga lake, partially upon the flats and partially 
upon the hill. It is distant 163 miles from Albany, 40 SE. from Ge- 
neva, and 29 from Owego. The Cayuga inlet is navigable to the lake 
for boats of 50 tons. Ithaca is well located for trade. It communi- 
cates with the Uric canal by the lake and Seneca canal, and with the 
Susquehuimah river and the line of the Erie railroad, by the Owego rail- 
road. The village eontnins upwards of "00 dwellings, 1 Presbyterian, 
1 Methodist, 1 Episcopal, I Baptist, and 1 Dutch Reformed church, 
the Ithaca Academy, 2 banks, several printing offices, a very extensive 
mFU-t'UDiifhing establishment, a variety of nulls and manufactories, and 
about '.,000 inhabitants. The Ithaca and. Owego railroad, the second 
chartered in the state, (132*,) is 2!).! miles in length. It ascends from 
the level of the lake by two inclined planes; the first, 1,733} feet 
long, rises one foot in 4.23, or 405 feet; the other, 2,225 feet long, as- 
cends 1 foot in 21 feet. The whole elevation above the lake over- 
come is C02 feci within 3 miles ; after which there is a descent of 37b' 
feet to Owego. Stationary sten in -power is used upon the first, and 
horse-power upon the second plane and other portions of the road. 

Trumaiisburg, 11 miles NW. of Ithaca, contains about 100 dwell- 
ings, 3 churches, a female seminary, and several stores and mills. 

On Halsey creek, about 10 miles from Ithaca, are the Taghcanic 
Falls. This cataract is about 200 feci in height, and the rocks tower 
100 feet above the top. Viewed from above or beneath, the scene is 
one of sublimity. The latter, however, is the best. To witness this, 
the visiter is obliged to go down the stream about a mile, and return by 
the valley, which is bounded by a rocky gorge, with perpendicular 
rocks rising in some places 400 or 500 'feet above the bed of the creek, 
when the scene bunts suddenly upon him in all its wildness and ma- 
jesty. 
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ULSTER COUNTY. 

Ulsteh, an original county, was organized in 1683. It is from New 
York centrally distant N. 110, and from Albany S. 60 miles. Greatest 
length E. and W. 50, breadth N. and S. 40 miles. The face of the 
country is mountainous. The Shawangunk mountain enters the county 
from Orange, and running N.E. nearly 30 miles, .-inks into low and ir- 
regular hills in Hurley; but its continuity is preserved to Kingston 
near the Hudson. Northward of that village it iigain rises, until it is 
identified with the Cai.skill mountains. Between the Blue and Shaw- 
angunk mountains is a broad valley through which, winds the Rondout 
river, a stream whose name is a corruption of the word Redoubt, so 
named after a fortification built upon the stream by the early Dutch 
settlers. The Wallkill runs a northeast course south of the Shawan- 
gunk mountain, receiving the Sliawangunk creek, and uniting with the 
Rondout, 8 miles from its mouth. The three streams above noticed 
are the great drains of the county, and afford very advantageous mill 
power, within a few miles of the tide, much of which is yet unem- 
ployed. In the west the Nevisink river and other tributaries of the 
Delaware have their sources. The Delaware and Hudson eanal en- 
ters the county at its southwest, border, and passing ihrough the towns 
of Wawarsing, Rochester, Marbletown, and Hurley, unites in the 
town of Kingston with the Rondout, 2-j miles from the Hudson. The 
inhabitants are much engaged in manufacturing, and much attention 
has been given to the raising of sheep and cattle, for which purpose 
few counties are better adapted. The county was settled by the Dutch 
as early as 1616. Tradition saysthat at a very early period there were 
settlers upon (lie Minisink oti the Delaware, who transported some val- 
uable minerals by the road along die li.cndout. to the North river. This 
county appears to have suffered more from Indian hostilities than any 
other portion of the country while under the Dutch. The quarrel 
appears to have arisen on account of an Indian woman being killed 
when stealing peaches from a garden. The county is divided into 
14 towns: 

Esopus, Marlborough, Rochester, Wawarsing, 

Hurley, New Paltz, Saugerties, Woodstock. 

Kingston, Olive, Shandaken, 

\lari.iliuown, Plattekill, Shawangunk, 

Kingston was one of the earliest Dutch settlements in the state, hav- 
ing commenced in the year 1616, and is said to have been the third 
place settled in New York. In the year 1662, it had a settled min- 
ster, and the county records commence about that period. Kingston 
village, formerly called i-lsopus, was incorporated in 1805. The fol- 
lowing engraving shows the appearance of the village as viewed from 



Hosted byG00gk 



ULSTER COUNTY, 




from a dwelling house situated 
of the Rondout road. The 

trenie dktanee. The village 
beautifully situated on the fori 
tl 10 Esopus creek. These f 
iSaiigstiies, about ten or tweh 
half miles in width. The villa 
Reformed, 1 Episcopal, 1 M' 



f Kiiigsion. 

gentle eminence a few rods south 
Catskill mountains are seen in the ex- 
is regularly kid out on ten streets, and 
]e pine fiats elevated about 40 feet above 
ats commence at. Kingston and extend to 
e miles, and aro from two to two and a 
ge contains the county buildings, 1 Dutch 
thodist, and 1 Baptist church, an acade- 
my, 3 banks, 3 newspaper establishments, a large iron foundry, and 
about 375 dwellings, many of which are built of blue limestone. It is 
5S miles from Albany, 'J'A from Xew York, and about 3 from the land- 
ing on Hudson river. The village of Roniloi.il, about a mile from the 
Hudson, was founded in 182H by the Delaware and Hudson Canal 
Company, being a place of dcposite for their coal. It contains a church 
and about 75 dwellings. 

The village of Kingston was one of the largest places in the prov- 
ince of New York previous to the revolution. It was laid in ashes 
by the British under General Yauglian in October, 1777, and a large 
quantity of public stores were destroyed. It is stated that at that 
period the village was nearly as large as it is at the present time. 
Every house, excepting one in which Mrs. Hammersly resided, was 
destroyed. This lady being acquainted with some of the British 
officers, it was spared on her account. The following account of the 
burning of this place is from the Connecticut Journal of October 
37tb :— 

"'So our iasl we observeo thi:t file .British |inic> r;!«d up i:i.: i'v.'i iinst (his place. Aatltey 
went alnujr, I [icy burnt n few nulls, hou-es, mid bonis. On I'rid.i.j Ihey )-o?.ohod Esopus. 
and there 1 u i id,.- d a ii-.unber of in en, who uii-r'.'b.cd up 1,) the drie^erhas town of Kingston, 
about two miles from (he river, und immediately v.i it. on iire ; l;ie oolitic rut inn v;as jreii-. 
oral in a few minutes. ;uui in a shell, time that eieaiiiiiii and ueiillliy ln\ni was reduceil to 
ashes ; only one home eseapinj tin- tlinics. 'I'lius by I be v.-.iufounoss of power, the third 
town in thia state for size, elegance, ami wealth, is rcitueed to a heap of rubbish ; and the 
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once happy Iniiabi fonts, (wlio fro ohictiy el' [>n!e.b rlf-scrnl ,) obiioed In solie.il for sbe-ller 
amooir si i-unci.TJ, and those who jjnwiosaeri luli'ly eli'mml. and convenient dwell iocs, ublifred 
to take ii]> wiili soeh huis as they line! e:;n ilt-0-iid tliei!) j":-y:ij the eold l/asfs of appraaehin^ 
winter. We loam tin; I the iniiaoilaois ;ji ed the ;-.r>1 purl of thoir moveable property, but 
some lost the brat pa"l of 1 1 uLe temporal all. 'Tin said uie enemy toe!; linlo time to plun- 
der, fieitig toli.l thai. General Cmlon ivns nl liainl n-itli ]..")()() men, tint, unluckily not so 
near jss to save the town. They bmnl sif-verol vessels (si i (J Ionises :it Hie. landing, then 
BCBtiipr.TBci ofl' proeipilately io their vets-Is. jNerd. iLi.v they burnt suverai houses at 
llhynebeck Flatts. n:,d proceeded ;s lor as kivi^j'-leai'i! manor, whore they burnt a fow 
more; our troops ere oow up with theiti. It is hopt'd l.key will be able to put a slop to 
liii-w: depredations." 

During the revolutionary war a number of royalists were executed 
in this town for treason. Judge Hasbrouck of Kingston, who was 
at that time a lad, says that two of them wove executed on the first 
hill from the landing. It appears that these unfortunate men expect- 
ed to he reprieved ; when they drew near the gallows, and saw the 
preparation for their execution, they became overwhelmed with a 
sense of their awful situation, and exclaimed, " O Hear! vergeeven 
onse sonde," (0 Lord ! forgive our sins.) The father of Judge Has- 
brouck, one of the principal men of the place, although a firm friend 
to the American cause, was opposed to the execution, and suffered 
much anguish of mind on account of these harsh and bloody meas- 
ures. These men, although tories, were persons of respectability, 
who had families. Between twenty and thirty royalists who were 
taken up, enlisted in the American army, and thus saved their 
lives. 

TJlsterville, (late Saugerties,) at the confluence of the Esopus 
creek with the Hudson, 100 miles N. of New York, 44 S. from Al- 
bany, and 10 from Kingston. "This place, now one of the most 
thrifty on the river, was undistinguished until the year 1826, when 
Mr. Henry Barclay, of New York, duly appreciating the value of the 
water-power, became the purchaser of it and several farms in the 
vicinity. By a strong dam and a raceway, cut 05 feet perpendicularly 
through the rock, there has been obtained the use of the water under 
a fall of 47 feet, which may be applied twice in its descent. The en- 
terprising proprietor established a large paper mill, extensive iron 
works, and eroded a hui'dins' for calico priming, since converted into a 
paint manufactory. The business of the county now centres here ; 
and the trade employs 30 or 40 sloops and schooners, of from 80 to 
150 tons burden. In 1825, there was not a single church here : there 
are now five neat edifices for public worship." Five miles above 
Ulster village, upon the creek at Whittakers Falls, there is a very 
/lour is inn.:; manufacturing village. 
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Waiiren couxtv was taken from i!ie SW. pari, of Washington coun- 
ty in 1813. It is principally situated on ilic W. side of Lake George, 
centrally distant from New York 240, and from Albany 75 miles. 
Greatest length N. and S. 44, greatest breadth E. and W. 40 miles. 
With the exception of a small district on the SE., the whole county is 
mountainous. The mountains, which arc of primitive formation, are 
covered with a heavy growth of trees, and eonlain, it is said, abundance 
of iron ore of good quality, but have very small portions of arable soil. 
The valleys, which are narrow, contain some fertile alluvion, on 
secondary limestone. The principal employment of the inhabitants is 
getting lumber, which is sent t.o market by the rivers, lake, and Cham- 
plain canal. This county embraces about one half of the Horicon, or 
Lake George, the greater part of Schroon lake, the whole of Brant 
lake, and many smaller ones. The Horicon is a beautiful sheet of 
water 33 miles long, and about 3 wide, and discharges its waters 
northward into Lake Cham pi a in at Ticonderoga. Its waters are very 
deep and clear, and abound with the finest fish. The mountain sce- 
nery of this lake is excelled in its romantic beauties by none in the 
world. Schroon and Brant lakes are beautiful sheets of water, and 
abound with fish similar to Lake George. The county is divided into 
10 towns, viz. : 

Athol, Chester, Johnsburg, Warrensburg. 

Bolton, Hague, Luzerne, 

Caldwell, Horicon, Queensbury, 

Cm/dwell, the shire town of Warren county, was organized in 
1810, and named in honor of James Caldwell, Est;., a principal pro- 
prietor and benefactor. It has a mountainous surface, and embraces 
the south end of Lake George. Caldwell village lies at the head of 
Lake George, 62 miles from Albany, 'J from Glenn's Falls, and 
27 from Saratoga springs, The village consists of about 50 dwell- 
ings. 

The scenery isi lliis vicinity is of a wild and picturesque c!i;'. ranter, similar to the High- 
kinds (if .Scotland. Westward rises a rare;..: of moiiiUnins, the- highest of which is Pros- 
pect, or lialtlcsnako Hill, which is an elevation nf about 1,500 feet. Remains of Forts 
Wiliiain Henry ;jiul Hi;iir;;o are. still to bo fee;;, at the head of the lake, a short distance 
east of the. courthouse. 

This village e.ud I.I a: Ui\n have, become quite a fasliiona'ile pinne of resort, during the warm 
season of the year. Besides the attraction* el' the nat.nrnl sneiHrT.it is rejit.lcre.ri intcrestm;; 
from having been (he theatre of important, miiitary operations. The celebrated " Battle of 
Lake George," on Sept. St.h, 1 Tn;3, was Ibuoht in i!ie viei'iii.y t.:f j',!wuh/ Pand, so called 
from the fact that corpses of the slain were, ihrown into it. The battle 'was between the 
provincial troop* u::der Major-:'. tie-;! I, ,i!i levari! .Mr Wil'.iam Joinuon. aitietl In a IiijiIv of 
Indians under Hendrn^ the jfnhj-.i-k chieftain, and a. bixiy et' French Canadians andlndi- 
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wis under Baron Dieskau, a French, nobleman. The baron embarked a* Fort Frederick, sir. 
Crown Point, wbh 2,11110 men in bnttcaux, mid lauded iU .Skocnsbntu, sw Whitehall. Hav- 
ing understood that .lohasnii by carelessly e:in;iir.]im ! . Lit die head of Luke. George, he de- 
termined to attack him. 

The following account of the conflict that ensued, is given by Dr. 
D wight, who received much of his information from eye-witnesses 
of the action. 

On the night of Sunday, Sept. 7, at 12 o'clock, iid'armation ivlis hroeght, that the enemy 
had advanced i in Him on me road from Fort Edward to Lake George ; or halfway between 
die village of flaridy-Oill am! Glenn's talis. A council of war was hold curly in the morning, 
a( which it was resolved to send a party to itb fit diem. The number of men, determined 
upon at first, was uiciiiioucd h<; bie general to Hoiubick : ami his opinion was asked. He 
replied, "If they lire to flight, (hey are too low. If (hey are lobe killed, they are too many.'' 
The number was a; conmiiily incrciisicd. Gen. .Johnson also proposed to divide (hern intc 
3 parties. Hendriek took 3 sdeks, and, putiing them together, said to him, "Put these 
together, and yon can't broiik loom. Take them one by one, and you will break them 
easily." The him succ-jcded, ami J-J oral tick's shebs saved ihe party, and probably the 
whole army, from destruction. 

The parry douched cor.sisied of 1,200, and wore commanded by Cob Ephraim Williams 
a brave and ski liid oliicer, greatly imlovi ,1 by die soldiery, ami gready respected by the 
country at large. Lieut, Col. Whiting, of New Haven, was second in command, and 
brought up the tear. Col. Williams met the enemy at Rocky brook, 4 miles from Lake 
George. Dieskan bad been informed of hi. approach lit his serins, ami arranged his men 
in the best possible order :n receive l.iioiu, e.icniliiig his lino on bodi sides of die road in 
the form of a half-moon, .loknson did mil li.-i.iii fo raise hi- lire as' wail, until afler Williams 
bad marched ; nor, as a manuscript i aco'.ini of I his iransaciin-n, now before, me, declares, 
iur.il after the ronemmtt r be:ween Williams ami die enemy had begun. 

Williams marched bis moo diroetiy into the hollow of the bnlf.inoon. This will be ex- 
plained by the fad, ilml. the whole connlry was a deep forest. When tlso enemy saw them 
eot.iplelely within his power, he opened a fire of musketry on the front and on bolh flanks 
of i.iio English at the same moment. The l.'luglish fob In heaps; and at the head of them 
their gailanl commander. Ui ndriek, also, was mortally wmnideil, (filling with invincible 
courage in the from of his people, .tie wa.s -no* in the hack : a I'aoi. which filled him with 
disdain and anguish ; ns la: ihaugbi, that he should he believed lo have Hod from the enemy, 
the truth was, the barns of the hall-moon were so far advanced, that they in a great meas. 
urc enclosed the van of die hbiglish, am! filed upon them from the rear. From this fire 
Ili.r.iirii k received the wocud wide:: termini -led Ins life. 

Upon the deaib of Cob Williams, Lieu;. Col. Willi ing sueeeeded to the oominand of the 
detachment. Ke was an officer of groin, uieril, and bad gained nmeh applause at the ro- 
d ue lion of Luuisbmglt ; and, in const ip to i ice of bis an i hi it I eoiiduel if dial si ( ge, bad bo en 
made a eaplain in the regular hbiiish service. Wniting, .seeing die danger of his men, 
immediately ordered a retreat; and conducted it so jutucionsl)', that be saved the great 
body of them from desir.iei.iou, in civci nusranr.es of e.iiieme peril ; in which their own con. 
fusion and iijarin, and I lie silua.iou of I ho ground, ihrcafciied llteir e.v termination no less 
than die superior numbers of the enemy. 

The noise of the firsl fire was heard at Lake George. Efforts began (lieu 10 be made in 
earnest by die general for :\ io th-fenee of die ramp ; and n parly of 300 men wove despatched 
mider Lieut. Cob Cole, (o suppoit die lci.taiug cat]..-. A il:w s:;-.iggl rrs, hob: English and 
Indians, came into (ho camp, and announced, wha! had indeed been already sufficiently 
evident from the approaching sound of die musketry, 'bat. Mje French army was superior in 
numbers and strength io Coi. Williams' corps, and was driving diem towards tire camp. 
Some lime after " (he wh.de [tarty ihar escaped," says Gen. Jidmson, " came in in large- 
bodies ;" a decisive poioi" of 'die skill and coolness wbh which Lieut. Col. Whiting con- 
ducted ibis re'.reaf. These men also arranged dieinselvcs in bieir proour places, and took 
their share in ibc. rug;;;-.. men; which followed 

About half afier 11 o'clock, die enemy appeared in sigal marching tin the road in the 
lies: order towards the ci aire of the English. When they came io ihe bottom of an open 
valley, direcdy in front of die i le\aiion, uti which [■' ..!:■; George was alb-sward built, and on 
which the ecnlre of die English army was posted, Dieskau halJed ills men about 15 min. 

iitcs, at the distance of little more dii.n 1.50 yards in he breastwork. I have never seen 

a reason assigned lor this measure. I liiink I can assign one. The Indians were sent out 
on die right dank, ami a pari, of Ihe Ganacbai's oa die h-d'i, ln'ending tn come in upon tha 

44 
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rear of the English, while the main. Uo.Ty- trp'ckeil ihe.iu in fruit. The grouttd was remark., 
ably favorable to this design j being "wainpy, t'-.iir-kiy falcated, a.tid, diereforc, perfectly fitted 
lo conceal the app:--:j;L(:h ut' these pa-tit;, The Indians, however, were, soon discovered liy 
Lieut. Coi. Pome.rov, who immediately mtmtioucti die fact to tne geuertr. ; and, observing 
to him, that these people were. extremely afraid or" cttnr.o:], roqueted '.nat. one or two pieces 
might he pointed against them. They wore- ibon near ihe grotmd on which Fott William 
Henry was afterward but'l. 'I'bo general approved of the proposal. A shell was insltmlly 
thrown among lltoiu irnni it howitzer, into some: ll ■_= I :.l - 1 : i =.- o « --.-s showered noun thorn a quantity 
of grape-shot. Tito Indians fled. 

The baron, in the mean time, led up his main body to al'ack the centre. They began 
the. cr.gagcmcut by thing regular, y in platoons ; bur a: so great a distance., that they did 
very little execution. This circumstance was favorable, to '.he English; and soon recover. 
jug from r hi- panic into which liiey iia.l been thrown by the preceding events of the day, 
they fought with great spirit and firmness. 

Gen, juliuson, at 'lie coimiicncciucu: of 'lie battle, received a i'osh wound in his thigh, 
and the ball lodged in it. lie bled freely, but was. able lo walk away from the army to his 
tent. Gen. Lyman t.lu.ci took the command, and continued in i: during- the action. Thia 

gentleman, who seemed to inr. :■ p:>;-i ms, .■•-■::: |<: ihoso which arc involved in the word 

liwnnniiij, imuKdiiiii.!v s-'i :io::t d Imitscl:' in the iron;, of l!ic breastwork; and there, amid 
the thickest dams;.r, issued liis order J , th.tritgi- ,"> titmrs, lo every par: of die army, as occasion 
demanded, with a serenity which many conn, and some boast, bin very few acquire. The 
main body of the French kr.pt -.heir ,~ro'.;:i;l, and preserved 1 j 1 -: ir order, for a considerable 
time; but the artillery, onderihe command of Capt. Eyre, a brave English officer, who 
performed Ins par; with inttoh skill and rcpittat.iott, played upon litem with such success, 
and the lire from the musketry was so want! ant; well-it. reeled, lb at their ranks were, soon 
thinned, and their r-tihrts slackened stfltcicmly to show 'latl they tespaired of success in 
this quarter. They men made another oh'irt agtiins; the right of die English, stationed 
between die road and die site ol Fort Wit'inta Iktny, and comp:.;s; d of Reggies' regimen-, 
Williams', now onrimiandei.l by Idem. Col. i J omcri>y, nad Tit comb's. Here a warm fire 
was kept up on both sides about tin hour ; but oo die | : j i r of lao enemy was unavailing. 

At 4 o'clock, die English, and the Indians wim fought with them, leaped over their 
breastwork, and charged the enemy. They fled, lulu were vigorously pursued for a short 
distance. A considerable, number were slain in the pursuit. The wounded, and a very 
few others, were made prisoners. Among these was Dieskmi. He was found by a soldier, 
resting on a slump, with hardly an attendant. As ha wa.s Iheliug un- his watch, in order to 
give it to the soldier, Ihe tiem, s-.;specti.;g ilia! he was searching :br a pistol, discharged the 
contents of his nuiskel hnougli iiis raps. Uc was carried into tlic camp in a blanket by 9 
men, with the greatest cine iiuil tor-tit rttcss, an', evktoiitly ut oxiretris distress. 

Ilcndrick lent lived to ibis clay with singular holier, ttiul tiied lighting with a spirit not 
to be excelled. lie was at ibis time from b'U lo (In years af a;,!-. U.js head was covered 
with white locks : ami whtu is ttncottunoii among Indians, he was corpulent. Immediately 
before Col. Williams began his march, he mounted a stage, a:id ]]arar.:>ticd his people. He 
had a strong masculine voice ; and, it was though I, miglti he ilisiinetiy heat: I at the distance 
af half a mile ; a fact which, to my own view, ha- o tinned a new t.iegroe i.f probabihiy over 

Hunter's representations of the edict-, produce :l by tao apt crltcs i s hauls of bis heroes. 

Lieut. Col. Pomeroy, who was present, and neard this e'fttsion of Indian eloquence, told 
me, that, alfnoitch ii:: ditl tan understand a word "f ilie language, yet such was the anima- 
tion of Helidrick, the lire of bis eye, the force of his gesture, llie strengtli erf his etupliasis, 
ihe apparent propriety of ilia iiilh.ciiotis of bis voice, ami Lie- riattntii appearance of his 
wdroie manner, tba' himself wits more deeply ntlectcd with litis special, than with any other 
which he had ever heard. lit the I'emfwlvaiii.tt Gazette, Sept. iJo, 1 Too, he is styled '" the 
famous Hendrick, a renowned Indian warrior among the Mohawks;" and it is said that 
his son, being loin I'-.al his faftier was killed, giving the usual it. than groan upon such 
occasions, and suddenly pinutg his leinil tin ins i.d'. breast, swore, :iat itts father was still 

alive in that place, and tl here slood his ■■■n. lituou Dieskatt was conveyed from Al 

baiiy to New York, atit: irani thence to Fln.-tltirtt: ; where soon afle.r he dien. 

The capture of Fort Williiirn Henry, at this place. Aug. 9t!i, 1757. 
and the massacre by the Indian-:, created a great sensation in all the 
northern states. The following account of the capture of the fort, 

i-s extracted from .Pruir'ssnr Silliifitrn's Tour. 
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men near the fort, summoned it to surrender. The pkee (if his hetVag wies shown me, a 

hie ; and tins ffran s and lioms of the skim are oeeasionally diseovered. 

He had H powerful train oi' ariiiiery, and ; 1 1 r ] n j m l;- 1 1 the fori, and works wore giinistmcd 
by three thousand men, and were rnosl galluidly de.Veiuleil by Hit: eoniitinnder, Col. Mon- 
roe, it was obliged L't capitulate ; bin the most honorable ■■■tun were granted to Colonel 
Monroe, in considcnilion of ids great gilh.;;'ry. The hnivhig ol' the great guns, the 
wani of amimimtion, and above all, tin-, failure of Gen. Webb to snorer tho fort, although 
he lay idle at Fort Edward with four thousand men. were flu; muses oi' this catastrophe. 

The capitulation was. however, most shatnrkdly broken ; the I adieus attached f» Mont- 

calm's army, while- the trtwips were 1 1 1 1 1. 1- 1 : h L : i : ; i,f ll;i- :::-ii- of Lie furl , tl ragged ihs men 

from the ranks, part'eularly the Indian- m Ibe English servtee, and butchered them in 
cold blood ; they phimkred nil without d ariiiclmu. ami niurdeied women and little chil- 
dren, with circii instances of the most e.^ravated barbarity, '['..e massacre eouliuued all 
al tin if the rnatl, through the defile of Hie tiuinnluias, and for many miles the miserable 
prisoners; especially those in the rear, were tomahawked and hewn down it) cold blood ; 
it might well he culled the ';,■'■, '.e'y (Iljiic, for il was t.he same rtvoimd thai was the seenfl 
nf the battles, only two yars before, in 175fi li i« suid thjt efFotls were made by the 
French hi restrain the biirhariatit., lull t.liey w.r.- i...; restrained, and the miserable rem- 
nant of tho garrise;i with t.rilieully reached }'■ ■ I-'.: -.earn xtii :■■;! by &•■ Indium, tu'.huitgh 
escorted hv a liaii.' ol Fn nc:i troops. I past--! ■■■. < r '!•■ w.ioh nf u,e n" ;i '"- '■■■"■> wh.ch 
this Irugocly was anted, and the oldest men i."' ;l:>- r • nvy -.!il| ttii.c" i"T tin- deed of 
guilt and infamy. 

Fort William Henry was levelled by Moilrni:. Hr.d l.tl! never Wn rebuilt. Fori 
George was boil! as a siibsl.iluie for it, on a :nnre eeii.n.m l.ni s,n-, and althHUffh oll-n 




Wage of Glenn's Falls. 

The village of Glenn's Falls lies on the N. bank of the Hudson, 53 
miles from Albany, 3 W. from Sandy Hill, and 17 from Saratoga. It 
received its name from a Mr. Glenn, the first settler, whose house is 
still standing about 90 rods from the falls. 

The above is a SE. view oi' the village as seen from the S. bank 
of the Hudson. There are here about ISO dwellings, 1 Presby- 
terian, I Methodist, and 1 Baptist church, s female scminarv, a 
printing office, and about a dozen mills op. both sides of the river 
for sawing lumber and marble. The Presbyterian and Methodist 
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churches and the academy are seen on the right, and part of die 
bridge over tlio .Hudson at the Mis, on the left. 

These falls have a total descent of about 70 feet. The water flows 
In one sheet over the brink of the precipice, 900 feet in length, and 
when in full flood, rushes in one muss down the cataract, filling the 
mind of a spectator on the bridge with awe and admiration. In ordi- 
nary seasons the river is divided at the falls by rocks into three chan- 
nels, which have an angular descent of several hundred feet. These 
falls have evidently receded from a position lower down the stream, 
The banks below are in some places 70 feet in perpendicular 
height, formed of rocks, in which the strati ii cation is beautifully dis- 
posed, containing many organic remains. The navigable feeder of the 
Champlain canal is taken front the river, two miles above, and passes 
along the elevated bank of the river seen in the engraving. It is be- 
lieved that as many as eighteen or twenty persons have been drawn 
over the falls, within the memory of those now living, only two of 
whom escaped death. Animals are frequently drawn over, and almost 
invariably perish. 
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Washington coevrv received its present name in 1784, having 
previously been called Charlotte county, when it, claimed to include a 
part of the present state of Vermont. Its greatest length is 64 miles ; 
average breadth to South Bay, of Lake Champlain, 17 miles; and 
thence on the N. 6" miles. Centrally distant from New York 210, from 
Albany 60 miles, 

The face of the country is very much diversified. That around 
Lake George is generally rugged and mountainous, presenting sum- 
mits from 600 to 1 ,200 feet in height. All the northern part is broken 
and hilly. The southern part, though considerably uneven, presents 
a very large proportion of arable land, well adapted for the various 
products of agriculture, In the northern part, which is comparatively 
new, the pine fores is supply large qualities of lumber. The county 
is abundantly watered. As a whole, it holds a respectable rank in ag- 
riculture, producing much wheat, but is better adapted to grass. A 
large proportion of the population is from New England, and large 
emigrations are yearly making from Vermont. The county is divided 
into 17 towns : 

Argyle, 

(*aml.m;;ge 

Dresden, 

Easton. 

Fort Ann, 



Fort Edward, 


Hebron, 


While Creek, 


Granville, 


Jackson, 


Whitehall. 


Greenwich, 


Kingsbury, 




Hampton, 


Putnam, 




Hartford, 


iSalcro, 
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The above is (Votri ,i drfi"-:ns! jriii^ Jiiiy GT;J=, 1>U0, (loin nn clevarkm on (lie inain 
rood at llie nonliL-rn extremity c,i the vi!,ua". The Presliyti-j-ian Church and Court 
llimsf nre seen on the left of the en^-nt-ii!:;, ijic (_'ci'.,Li , r , L;^t'.onnl Chi;reh and the two 
Holds in the centra! part, find the Academy on the extreme right. 



■■■■;■■■■-■ ■. ■■■■■:■■ ■ ■:"- -. --,-,■,): ■- :■:-■ -■:— . ..._-_■■- 






Xoi-'lfiii/wteru view uf Union, i H/ti'jv. 

Engraved tram a drawing taken on the elevated ground by the school house, on the 
Easlon side of the Ha!te..kili, July USA, Ifclll. The Puteii Reformed, Baptist, and 
Meihodisl Churches appear in the view, with pan of [he bih'l'ii'. ittuX (I'oiismigmiosiiiL 
Church. Village founded 1803. 
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by Burgoyne's army, whioh k, . 

grottrnfiii the vieini'y oi di" new S:':v : :iii-v:,i;l >;; ^.'iirlv ') liij. win''' I In' i hen, idlers liiy ilC » llu " 
Street, 2 miles norlli, .j;:i.l die l:.thi inquiry uinier l-'ra;v;r nl. Fort liklward Hill. 

The site on which stands the village of Sandy Hill, was formerly 
the scene of Indiuii burbisni.i(.'s. Thu folio wins anecdote is related 
by Professor Silliman, in his Tour from Hartford to Quebec in the 
autumn of 1819. 



From Mr. II., a very respectable 
torv- OH Mr. School ill oven, recently .rum: 
1.':vin:li] nl die great ' 



lh • 1:0. ..I :\: 



I learned the J'til lowing finjri.ila.r pieee oi'his- 
du-i vtcinily, mid prob.ioly still surviving, ;il- 
nformed >ti'. IT. tu.i: during- the last French. 



than foul 
n other Americar. 

i,ake George, '■<> ."iincy Hoi. Ii...rf die ,ii!?Lb"l ■,;«.; to be taken prist 
.. . .. jmvk of the saving's. Tiii'.v wen.: .oiukfcled it' l:i« spoi wiiieh i- ntw -lie central green 
ot'Sfindv'IJili. find f. lli. r.d 1» -it. (iiiwii : .u a row, noon n loir. Mr. ek;hoouhoven pointed out 
to Mr. fi. tin' exact pk.ee aicrc the lus>: lay ; it was nearly in iroe.' of ■. lie- house where we. 
dined. The Indiana lien begun, very i elibarately, lo tornaliawk their vietims, cornmencitig 
at one end of die loir, ned .-!:■!' r: ins' the "!;i.i..< o:' dicir orisouer.a, in li'unl.ir eueees.sion ; while 
liie survivors, wiu L l:' >.l lo e.l -III . mid to Millies die uwi.il f Je .,1" I !i- : ,r ,.:i.Lji[.i.iii!(jii>. a waited 
their own, in unvmeriiMe horror. Mr. ~e,ie !i: :i ■■,..■.. ■.■.:,- ■'.,■■. l.isi oei cue, upon the end of the 
lo;:. ooposile lo wh '■.■ I.r .;i ■— lele ..;:|-..IUL'il('ei[ ; die w,.rk i'!' d'- i.l It hud a Ir.M.Jv nmeeeded 

to'imn. and ike lilted loin- .iv, was reailv In n 1 1 ■: I , when n ■ hi.'i ii.iv ii. .-i. ,ii. 1 1 -(i ::['.]! Til.: 

butchery. Then appiniclunii Mr. .v. -It -■■..■ii;i-: . ■.■:■::. lie in: ,...;. ■-..-. '. ' : i.'i.y.. ■. nor re me tuber that 
(lit audi il (lino) when your y.i.lli!! men were (1 mci:i!I. |!«- intliaik- ('line, and wanted 10 
rl.i.iiec too ; yo'.;r v-nir" on-n'said, ' .No :— liidiius ^Indl not daocc with us ■' bttt you (for il 

seems this chief hod reo 1 .,_:iusei.i l; : s i'.Ml.i :■■•■.■- o-i!y in die eii .1 n:.u;ie:;i) yon =..id, Indiuni- 

ali!i:i dn nee— now 1 will s:ii"iw v Inn hiflnne. e.oi feiii.-iuijer kinih:.'::.:.'' Tki; oiiatice reeol- 

kMkm(ju-oi;identi<i!,v;e had hotter enll il) saved the lite oi" Mr. .-ehoonhoven, and of the 

-kvaiiire liiixturo of "enerosity anil eruel'v! For a 'iidinn aitiont, liiey elicrifhed a n,i 

■e i v. i" , e ;. :... dial oi uil'.-iihil-, wlihout ra» ■■>="™ "i" "•'" l "" ; ™ ™ (U«m.i™in«ri™ 

c.l' oiiioels ; :!..: a lii'.er eqn.iiiv trill. 1 1 Li, II ev matule-l. 
[londeneo to the l.-neiii, mill oiiimI,Ii- ol' i;rrts!i:i« die .• 
the Ta|)iili:y or' lightning. 
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Whitehall, organized in 1788, has a great diversity of surface 
The soil is principally a stiff clay, well adapted to grass. Pop. 4,724 




X'.rlllr, 



a of Whitehall 



The above engraving shows the appearance of the village of White- 
hall as seen from the rocky eminence which rises perpendicularly 
from the waters of Lake Charnplain, a short distance to the north 
overlooking the harbor. The village is compactly built, and lies in a 
rocky ravine, at the junction of Wood creek and the Champlaincana 
with the waters of Lake Cliatnplain, 73 miles from Albany and 21 
from Sandy Hill. The mouth of the creek and canal are seen in the 
central part of the engraving. The waters of the canal descend a 
distance of 20 feel by three locks. There is a steamboat communi- 
cation with this place and St. Joints in Canada, 150 miles distant. 
The steamboat landing is ?een on the left at ibe foot of a rocky emi- 
nence about 200 feet high : the Presbyterian and b'.piscopal churches 
are on the right. The village, which is a place of extensive business, 
consists of about 1 50 d welling*., a number of mills, many warehouses 
for the commission and forwarding business, a number of churches, 
and a bank. In the vicinity are ibe decaying bulks of the British ves- 
sels captured by Com. McDonough during ibe last war off Plat tsburg. 

The Indian name of 'L::s plaee was Kuh-rhv-tjitttli-nn, •' tin: p'ur.r t.'-.wi-c <l!p.fish." It 
was former] j' calied .S'i-cwe-s/wsi! £■■'■', so named from Wit:], i-kono, a royifisf, who resided 
here previous to the revolution. The puss ill litis phiee. nils, -riled by a detachment of vol. 
nnteers. from Cmir.octieut i:i Hay, 177S. iUaj. Fker.e and hi- family, with a number of 

soldiers atui several Siu-iiL pieces (.if eat 1, wore irdtru. When T icoiideroga was a ban. 

doned on the approiirh of JJuricoyrn.--, ihe paMio smits won; emanikcd on board of 20(1 
batteaux and sent up tilt hike to Siienos:bo]ijiiL'i] '.aide; n. convoy of !i ;_-:iileys. They wcte 
pursued by a British ini'.ade of p;i.t!]..bora = and ovorlakca in. Skene she rough. Two of the 
if alleys were taken, and the odior ihvce if.own up, laid 1::': Aim' -leans being unable to make 
an effecaiel stand, pet fire to die works, bet, mills, haii.eiiux, mid escaped its they could to 
Fort Ann. This place was occupied by ISurrp'yne as his cead-'iiuan.is for a considerable 
time while his troops were cle;.rli:i; a read to lord laUvind. 0:i the heights overlooking 
the harbor are the retrains of a battery and blotdt house. 
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Salem village, the half-shire village of Washington county, was in- 
corporated in 1803, and is 4fi miles from Albany, and 21 from Sandy 
Hill. It consists of ] 00 dwelling, the couiilv buildings, 2 churches, 
and an academy of high repute. 

Salem was first settled about the year 1750, bv two companies of 
emigrants, one from Scotland and Ireland, the other from New Eng- 
land. They worshipped together under the ministry of the Rev. 
Thomas Clark, an Irish preacher, till differences arose about " occa- 
sional communion," and about "receiving the covenant of the three 
kingdoms." This controversy occasioned a separation in 1769. A 
Presbyterian church was formed, and the Rev. John Warford, the first 
minister, was installed in 1789. He labored about 14 years, and was 
succeeded by Rev. Samuel Tomb, who continued in the ministry till 
his death in 1832. His successors have, been Rev. John Whiton and 
Rev. A. B. Lambert. The first Presbyterian church was built in 
1774, and for three years it was used for barracks and a storehouse. 
It was burnt by the royalists in 1778. The next house was built im- 
mediately after the war, and was burnt by accident in 1836'. The 
third, erected at a cost of $10,000, was burnt in April, 1840 ; another 
is now erected. 

Union village, on the Ba.tlenkil!, is a flourishing nianufiutiiring place 
35 miles from Albany, 12 from Salem, and 5 E. from Schuylerville. 
It contains 4 churches, an academy, a bank, a number of factories and 
mills, and about 1,500 inhabitants. Granville Corners, 03 miles from 
Albany and 17 from Salem, is a compact sei.tiemeiji of about 75 dwell- 
ings, 3 churches, an academy, a factory, &c. Middle and West 
Granville are both substantial villages. Sandy Hill, a village in the 
town of Kingsbury, on the north bank of the Hudson, is the half-shire 
village of the county, and was incorporated in 1810. It is situated 
upon a high sandy plain, about 100 feet above the river, opposite Ba- 
ker's Falls, where, in the course of 00 rods, the river descends 76 feet. 
The contemplated railroad from Saratoga to Whitehall is to cross the 
Hudson here by a viaduct 1,100 feet in length. The village is 48 
miles from Albany, and contains a Presbyterian and Episcopal church, 
and upwards of 100 dwelling-houses. James Bradshaw was the first 
settler in the village, and the second was Albert. Baker, who came here 
in 1768. His family was the 11th which settled in Kingsbury. The 
first minister in the town was Francis Baylor, a Moravian. He re- 
mained but a short time, and left in the year 1777. The meeting- 
house was built soon after die revolution. During the revolutionary 
war, the town was burnt by Burgoyne's army. 

Two miles north of the village of Kingsbury is the spot where a 
bloody battle was fought in the French war, between a body of troops 
under Putnam and Rogers, and 500 French and Indians commanded 
by Molang. 

"In the mouth of -Vi^iist, 17.'iP,iivr hundred it.™ v.-eic cmplnyit, under the orders of 
IMaiors [.{iijrers .i.llii fiihiiim, to walch the umii.ms ol' tlio din-my ruuir Ticonderoga. A.L 
South Jlav llit'y -e unrated iliu party into iwrj isqmil divisions, and liogeis look a pusitioii 
on Wood Creoli, twulv» mik'H rli»i;uii from Putnam. 
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"Upon being. i"iiit Ihoe. afierwa-d, :h~eovo:"d, lhev tbrnied ,1 m union, anil enneetled 
measures for rrriviiieg to L'oir ifaiward. 'J." I ± ■ ; i L" ■ i ± . -v ■ 1 1 Mubueh ihe womb was i':i (.'ore dba'siem, 
by tilts : the right commanded by Knee vs. the loft by I'm nam, and trie eeulrii hv Captain 
D'iill. The lhr-1 1 1 : :-= : . I i il: ;. ( . : l ■ ■ : , l l . ; . ■ - i on in:: t.-',-:fBa iibar. nbeiit aiilile from, :ld Fort 
Ann, which had been '.'■■ ■ j- 1 1 ■. ■.■ rl y built by Gf;;i- , : , <iJ 3. ickols.on. Aom mnrmug ".Injur Rogers, 
isn't a linti-di olhoer named, ir.viii, meauiieii.-'y -nij' ;■■ :l hi -.a-ehe-, torn a spirit of ialse emu- 
lation, to be engaged in tiring ;i: a maiii. .Veiling noidd have ! !■.- . n more re pa, en ant to llie 
oiiiitavy principles of PatiiiiU: tin:; - ■■h ■ ■ : 1 1 -. r 1 1 i : i. i:r mp:-oa;.P ;1 ay him in more polnleii ittib. 
As soon as 'he Inaivi dew wi : i:.h had all--- :'.:■■ ar ■■i.-diiiij niehr wo ;.■: vi;,it. the detachment 
taovehiaonohoi.iv, i'emim ;.:aa f ;i::ii. ■;!;.;.'' hdiii-e:.*^', :;::dli <-.a- iath- rear. The impei- 

vaill- i.le-'.'. Ml lit -I li !:■- : 1.111:1' ;■-! r ;=ll 1 -l-ll h:...l -| :r .-.:■ up. v, a. ::- Mr- I i ha;l !■■■--- ri |: -a Mifv 

cleared some years ■■■■: : -i, me dr- (an:-:- ni :he order of march. Al the moment of 

movmg, the I'amoie. biteaei p.irMi-un Mobim:, who h.al been se::;. with live hundred. men lo 
hilot'ce'ot our party, was tier move, lilac i-ill- mi'.c a:al a half distant bom them. Having 
heard Mie bring, he hastened to h;y an <i J] : 1 1 1 1 - : itle p:- i ■ ■ - . ■ I y in thai parr of the wood most, fa- 
vorable to his mojeet. Major .l'iiina:ii was in. i -as aviti:: :rom the ikicket, into the common 
forest, when the eeemy n-i-c, and with ;! ■ I!.- a . : i-::j».».t. couimciieed an attack 

upon i J if :ja|n of ills civ'sioi.. ^arpri •■':!. but iitu.l -uai re. .i'liTii.oi; la.iled, Vi'maii :l Mic I in-, 

and passed Mn- wrual for tin: odna da.:.- ■■■::- t Ivi a: a: for fas support. i.Viill came. The 

action, 'hoiinii ivitiily ■-■:■:■■■.■: :l. : ail iiruirioa ,',y L hi 'aeiv. con man and man. sooa grew 

general and i:;'.e:'.seiv wariii. Il would he a- l : li uh i •- ■.-■■I -- lo il . -. ■ il:.- this il regular and 
ferocious mode of lightm-. jIolo a- run if. not in.. ; bni, a* In: me la.-u afterward, i brined a 
circular file between ui: parly a id V.amt; creek, :":; p-cvcnl iln-ir bean; taken in rear or cnii- 
laded. frtieecFsih! as lie cominooiy v.ats, bis concu.-t iff: not always pn^s wii.Urmt unfavorable 
imputation. NotwiltiBtandiiuJ, il was i ■.-. renl raying it: Mia camp, thai Rogers ; iwaye rent, 

bur Puiaam ltd hi- men to an iotif via, in iusiit.e, it ,irehi lo be it Mo-al In- it, lbi! the latter 

has never aeon k::o',vn, in reialiiii; !:ie tlary of i!:in day's di--.i-r.-i-, :o allix any srlymti ujiott the 

"Major ri.itnam. pertieiritiL- i: v.o: If. be :moraciie;i!.i!'.: lo oro-s Mia rjrrck, dote-miued to 
maittta:n his e-aiiml.' Jn-oiratl bv a is exaoiole, die odice:- i.nd nn-s: beiiavot.l with "real bra- 
very i some:iine? diey IoiilIii ::Lt"i!:-.e : itrlv in open view, iiiu: so::ieii[ie : s iridivithiidly :i:aier 
eav-r i -a;! u:.: aim i.am i.ieiiirni the botfiea o: -;v !.■■-■ . i nd ae:;ir_ r in a iv.auui.a- 'aide;.ii:aieni of 
eaeo other, .bar hii:i-:.u; il ivi::e fii-eaareed hi- :u/ee tevera! ti:ne~, at b ae.th it missed lire 
while the muazlr; was rre-^'d "aeaiirsl iae hn-.i.-: of a buee tiid wall -pnipoiliimed savage 

This warrior, availing himse] i ■'::.■■ ind tiaible Httjl ule ol hia a v reary, with a fremandous 

w; a- iv ho op, sprang tbrivaid, wiili hi. dl'lid il I'eiiet. and eompe:i:a.l hua to surrender - and 
ji.i-. i':y b-j::.i-l aati hi rat: him w.r: to : i trv . l-.- ; i i i i ■_■ al to ilia b the. 

'■ Tin: iaa-.a ia i 'a u 'a: •■- ;.".'-;ll ::ii'! I Liii;iLi:;. who naw- eoniriaiLtii't!, were bare: I to pive 

ground tor a hi lie t:is;"a:iee ; the s avanes none. : ivi: e fais to be d.u- earl Iiarbini'er el'vietoi-y, 

ri:shf-d iir:unr,-a.ai;-lv on, with ilfatll :i and reiloitb;."d erie-. I'll/ nur two ]i:irii-;Lns, eollnetiuj; 
a haiiiiful oi brave'inem l'-ivc Iha :ia:sn:':s ~:o waint a resepiioti as lo niei; : ;e them, in turn, lo 
rai mat a jittLe beytaid 'an ■\-t>' at whkh lite aeii. u bin eianun svd. ! I ere Iney made a stai'rt. 
This change of yriiiiud oeei.'iouet; l J j . ■ :ree io wliieh I'.iiuim was bed to be tiireelly beiween 

l:ie lire of'the nvo paries. II an una emu ion eim La idly iby.'e to itself a more (ieplorable 

situation. The balls :lnw iare.-a -,'b, :it-i.'i eifaa- Mda. inanv siiinv: ihe tie;-, wd::le some passed 
lbrtme:> t.lii' sleeves aiai -kills ol bi-'eei:. :,■; Mb- rf,i:e of ieopi'.rdv. ■:!:■:■! li I ■ In move his bodv, 
lo stit'bis limbs, or even io i::elim: bis iiaai. be iTiiiaimd i.io-e than a:i hour So equally 

bidiinced, and so obstiiuMe wa- be figdl ' Ai our l aait. wlu.e the bali.e swerved :u tavor 

oflhe enemy, ;i yi ; snvi.pe ebost :dd win; of d-:o\ ■■!: n,; his li '.nuir. He li.aiiid I'uinaill 

tound. He inbdii" iiavn ib'soa'eina! him al a alow, bin ne Inveti bivi.-r to e^eMe die -errors 
of llie iirisiuier, by .■mvi-.n;; a'to:nabawk nl ills inaiil, ill' lathe.- il .-liaul.l seem his tibiae I was to 
s:a- how :'..:ii- ae e'iulj I, now i: wi Ileal -eim'.lil.. bi'il--lhe we:. eon .;':uek :n l:]- : !;::'■ a liuiii- 
aer of limes ai a hairs breadth bis' an. '■■. . j- l i ■'■;. Vf'u-u ine liaaian liL.d i ni.iied his 

amiisemenl, a Fren-b bas-oihe: ■:■ (a i. i i n . ■■ ■■ i saviee by nat. .:■■-, lhongii (le-ra::ded 

from so hamane and pohsheti a uatiiai) . ■ i-e, \_ ii-ui, eauai up tn iuui. and, .evei.mg a 
fuzee within a (not of his lireasi, aiteiop-.ai to uiseharee ir— :t r::issetl lire. Ineiiee:u:il:y old 
Ihe iuieiitleti lint tin -eke I' ihe i.n.-ain.ieui t.iae lo his si hail ion, by repeu ;!:'.:■; ih:..l. he was a pri- 
eolier of war. The deeeneraie Fit in hi mm. t.fid not niide:s::ind the language -'' ' ■ ■ ■ 



the h-ui'-end ofhis ;iieee. Alter 
•' Ai ier.g'h die act-- : - ■ '' 
of their followers, pi 






dead behind ihatu. .As biey were iehrin-j:, ]■' an was imbed liy ihe iudiim wdio had mad: 

him prison"!-, and wlu.au lib uli.erwaid eaia-d unisier. [laving b-en eoniiaetetl tor some dis- 
tanee from :lie plie.-e of aeliou, be was sitapp'-ti u'';:is oeat, \i .-:, itoekings, ami shoes : loaded 

with as lui'.uv of llie pa.ek- of tin- V, bni us eiilili; be liiied il'Soil hull ; stri:UL-lv pinioned, 

and his wrists tied as ebaadv together as :bey eull.ii he piiiied with ;■ eord. Alter he hat! 
marehaii, ibiuugh ::a ale. s- mi |i:ahs. ia tins pa::. fa, nuaineia tor nu-.iiy a tethents mde, tin; parly 
(who were exee--:;-.|e a.tnai-ei; Mailed io ore idle. lbs haiie.s were now i':imode;ate!y 
swelled from die dahfness ui' the ligature : -.i::ti die pain hat! become inioloralile.. His feet 
were, so uiiieli sera'eheti, dial die bbiod drop. ;o- d fust from dunu. IMii.-sieil with heaving a 
huvden above Ins s"iTiie'h, and iianfie with i.orun-ui;se\.ip;:-iii: beyoiu.l e:uliu-miee,he en: mated 
the Irish nilerpr-.der lo'bl'plore, as ;;:c la -I a :,:!:■ ■- .:-.■■. !:■■ ma .:: ii 01' the savages. k;ji iln-y 



HosledbyGOOgk 



352 WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

would knock mm on Ihe tread, and tab\e his scalp at once, or loose Irs hands. A French 
oil'iocr, iiisb.nliy iniitpo.-hi'j, dry er^ J nis ham.ls :o I, -. iiiiliniiiiii, and -nine of Iho packs 10 be 
taken ofll 15yibi J bum tut ludiaaiwiin !.-.: p r| 'i' 1 "" ' lsi->, ti";l l;; 'J '"■*"' abstnl with tbe wound- 
■ gave him a pair ol moccafrins, and expressed great indignation at the nn- 



n whom, besides innumerable other 

, .vith the tomahawkis! the. left cheek. 

■- in this place to be coiis.miriiiLt.rd. A scene 01' horror, infinitely greater 

-his eyes bta ore, was uuw p>: pari a a;. !i: was actei mined to roa-t him alive. 

I'o: (his purpose they led liini into a. dark forest, aliipocd him naked, booni him to a tree, 

'■' .'..-. :.. ~ circle round him. They ac- 

aud roanrh inimitable but by 

wer damped the rising (same. 

^'.iil'ihey strove r<> kindle ii, untii, at last, the hi. Lit run fiercely round the circle. Major 
Pmii.rui'sooii ijeaun tu lead (In- scerchim! heat. His hands writ .sli bad th.ii ho coulrl move 
his body. He o'iien shifma -= : ■:: ■--- as !'■:■■ if ■ ^ - ■] i .- . . 1 1 c i i l ■ 1 1. This slain, at the vrry idea of 

wiiieh iiii bat :=.iv.:l!'- !■■.:-■ d' . f : i : ■ ■ r . a;lb,;b Il : .lj its: div-rsion io his hihnma.n tormeni- 

cr.s, who !lemeiis;ra:eti bit delirium of liieir jm- bv t.a itspor.raaii tab-, rlantta, and aestic.t- 
lalions, lie saw cicarlv that bis Ibad Hour was ineviiahlv come, lie summoned' all Ills 
resohr.ion, anil compared Its mmd, as far i..s tilt cii cam.-: antes conid admit., to bid an eter- 
nal 1. lie '.veil to i:l I lit held most dear. To tub tin-' iv. a a v. a nil ■■■-. art. ly have cost a single 
pans;, but for bit idea of hoint, but lot the remtmbr f : - ■■■■'.' iba. :■■;■■:■ -. - ■ 1 1 1 ■ anneals, of tbe 

i iiaciianate pai-.ar a 1 it' It> s;u;i, and of iittr :.■■ 'osa-d i : ij~-,-.i-iii u.- lb- faotabt wars id :i:t : v 

ihied on a baopiar state ofesi-temt. bevond tie loilurt- It: was ae.ii a to endure. The 

bit'crua.ss ol'ilendr, even of that death which is aer. parted "ibi dm batata: anionics, w.i?, 

in a manner, past— naiiiit, w bh a icebla stn.tjale, was ratlltiut its bisl bold on subamary 
things— wdie.a a i.'rtntb olheer radmd dneiiah ihe i-iowd, opened a way by scattcrhin; the 
burn. ii« brands, and uiilituind il.it victim. If was M"l.t» but.-tli— i... whom a savage, un- 
willing to set aiioi.itr banian sacirhce iinmoiaist.h had run ami communicated the. '.iciuas. 
That ecrr.maaib.nt soniamb and sevrtiv repbm tided the !i;-r.aarlans, who-e nocturnal oov. 
wows and hellish ,:av!t : s he s'.a.iiir-nb.- tti.itd. but nam did not want tor :echnir or tatjiiiaie. 
Tii.: i'l-tneb eotimaudtr, fttiina tu'.aisi him a. oat with diem, leinained an lit he eotdd o'e- 
b.ver him iti -- 1 1.- 1 v into tie nauHs of his master. 

' i tl hf priarna- fat,:'t. nnd seemed lo litat him wibi mriittdar re- 
fection. He olb'teei bun sotit ban! iusi : mil ibabuc' that 'it coidd not chew them, on 

account of die b'ow nt h;n! rtt.avta aoi.a tin- biititb i, this mere .nnr.aae savage soaitj 

?ome ai tbe biseiui in v.-nVr, aai.i inaJt ban - ai; the [ailii-.ikt par'. Ileiermiued, however, 
not to lose his captive, U : :- r'-.V' -lu;i an it iit ■ linislitt.) bt inok die tiinciaisiiii from lii- teet. 
and tied them it one of bis wa is:... ta n i. ■■■■■■: i::t ii ai :■■ lit ri.-wn on iii. bat; uoan (he lane 
ground, be sbetched out aim to iis luh li.n.ah, and bound it llisi in a i.o.iiil; -:w ; the other 

arm was cxletidsd and bo I in lit: same niitatr-bis bts uvru snt^tbed a part arm nis'cntd 

to iwai -a.;)'.iua^. Tital :i niiLEtaa o: t I... tar -I- liter ynbs iteit t.a c'owa. ii l::tb. v.Ju some 
hiri^ bashts. wt:t I, iit litres hi-, body from iaam ai ami ; on each sub: iay as many Indians 
a. ci and trail eiiienilv Iind ioilaint. in ot |,.r h pic ■.■■ail die ]n:-;ila.uy ot :as esr:a[it. '" < 



■■ ■ lit' aai! aa i a i.l i,.' ■■■■ a. ■■! !.:. mi.t Umin s niaht, the li.aitasi 

■ ---hie, our hero tstd lo ■•■'ale mat In- ltd a r,,y of oheerfubiess come 

■Lijii cmdd no 1 ovtu rtlinin I'ntu ,-u.ilina wlitu he rttleelcd on ibis 



iiioiip for a ::■ ta it a. ■■:' wbith lit himsi-if was r be laaucipal figvm 

" lia: nest (lav be was allowed hi^ a.aiikt 1 mm una t.ctu-. and [lermi'.ted lo march with- 

._ id HtTicon- 

deroaii, and dm iirisontr ua- placed mn.tr tin; cart of a French amard. Tiie savages, wdio 
had been picvein.d :rom ti.cnat their diabolical ibi>l ha- bimio.'iook oliitr opporlimity of 

miadcsliu" ir'.tir male vole net: ta liit dr-appi' mill, by horrid ar'matts aiirl antry aes- 

Itlli'S : nu 1 tllti wti-a si. -a a !■■:! no mure 10 at r vb It:.-, or p ■tit::-.: taatnitv to him. 
'• Ifrer haviir. bt en camiuia: bv the ."d i!;|uis to tl cairn, M, ■ bmaam wa.s er.nduct- 



Tlic- village of Fort Ann, on Wood creek and the canal, 58 miles 
from Albany, arid 10 S. from Whitehall, contains about 50 dwellings, 
and 3 churches. It is situated on the site of old Fori; Ann, erected in 
1757, and was a place of some importance during the colonial wars. 
About two miles south of the village, vestiges of Burgoyne's road, 
constructed of logs, &c, in 1777, are still to be seen. 

Fort Edward is a sm;;ll village, situated on the J fudson river and 
Champlain canal, 47 miles from Albany, and about 3 from Sandy Hill. 



Hosted byG00gk 




MURDER OF MISS MeCREA. 
In 1177, during tbu Expcddion of Gen. Tiii.goyiie, two Indian Chiefs were 

employed to bviiiir Mi<.s M.-Cro.t u> « P hu:o of ™ietv within U, c British 
line*. Qun,-,-,Am S ab.-ul rlu! reward, „,„: of them killed her, tore oTher 
suiilp and carrirtd it re her lover. 
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There is a dam above the village (100 feet long and 27 high, which 
supplies a feeder to the canal. 




The .liar, NCreu five, VnH Edward. 



■e MiwM'Crea 

Dur miles south 

a Mr. Jones, lived about 

my ™ ('.' rda lir.ul arrived in ibis 

ii many of his neighbors joined the 
a major. As the place where Miss 
g of both armies, Mr. Jones, being 
.ncc to her that he would take meas- 
..:-■ '■■■I'i:- -■■ -In.- v.;i- diivrii'd In come 
w standing in Fort Edward 



The village of Fori. Edward i- rendered uieuioraUe as being file spot w 
Mil-: with ii' .■ Uaiie.il late. This iNiforiuui li: vii'Hil' Mami all iivcil alien 
from Fort Etiwarr!, on trio west hank of the Hudson. . 
a mile south of lilt: fort. When Burgoyne with his am 
vicinity, Mr. Jones leii. the American army, and with 
forces under lliu^oyne. For liis loyultybe was in: 
M'Cre a resided \m e.-qiosed lo the- hostile itieiua- 
anxious lor her safety, ibund means •,> convey iutel 
tires lo lime her Drought into the British camp. F 
to Mrs. Campholi'.s, a relative of lu:rs, ivho lived in 

village. Here slip was to wail till hi- sent, a convoy lor her snlVly. Miss M'Crea left her 
home in the miinshiy. crossed the river by '.Mr. .loins' house, look hr end fast " at the old 
ISaldwh hnuse," near by Furl liilu'iin!. am! ' >o i : i thence wen! to Jtrs. Campbell's. 

It appears lha'. Mr. .! ■-■, by (.libiiim a csu.uiiiy uf rum us a reditu, induced a party 

of Indians lo go for Miss M'( rca, and hring ner into the British eam|j. .'.-lyiui: accounts 
state thai when tbe Indians e.i.nie near the house they held up ii letter to allay her fears, 
which being frnui her lever, she da: inn hesilate t:, ■■ cut are herself with I hem. The In- 
dians also tool; Mis. Ca.mpbcll v.-iili lima. When this pnrr.y hud proceeded hut a short 
distance, alio at half way up I he elevalion north of the eibniic. 1.1 lev were met hy another 
party of Indians. It is slater! that the lailer, hearing of the, oiler of Mr. Jones, deter- 
mined to share a portion uf the reward, This brought on a contention between them, 
which rose 1.<> such u height, that an aged Indian oni.'', fcurful uf the consequences, de- 
termined to end lire dispute. Approaching Miss .M'Croa, he shot her dead as she sat on 
her horse. He Ihcn sprang forward, si ink his tomahawk into her head, and then scalped 
her. " Tradition .'('ports, I hat ike Indians riivid.il the scalp, and that oach party earned 
half uf it to the ugonh.cd louer." 

rtiic was now snipped uf her clolluug. iniri drui^cd about thirty rods west of lire place 
where she was killer:, am; 'aid under a In- t>> i.l i. ■ side u:' lire aiicn-nt pine rcjires"nted in 
tiie eu graving. It is stater! by llic.se- who sjiw her reiuuins, that they exhibited a most 
shucking spec t tick : her limbs were much swu! cu, uiid crivcieil wilh dust and blood. An 
American otiieer, .1 ,ic:il< naut Palmer, v.dui iiad boeu slain I hut. day hy I he Indians with 
J 8 of his men. annul Kl red, northwest of the pino tree, was also Thrown under the log 

45 
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near -Miss MVroa. n;i<] the remains of h ■ ■: 1 1 1 !ia:liaily r :..■■;:■?: I willi brushwood and hushr-i. 
The engraving shows 1 r n- ri|)[ifiiri)ln:i! ill' the spot, whore tin' body of Hiss M'Cleil U'flH 
found. The pioe tree whieh v, as lln-jj slamling. si ill ir-ji [iiin.-i, linviiisr ri veiierabie ami an- 
cient, appearance. I Iff mime is inscribed on the free, with the dale 1777, and " no trav- 
eller |)L1SKC.S iHs S[iol willlollJ s;jeildil);< II ptl'iltive IllOlllOItt ill CilllteiliplaLUlg tlm linlimely 

fale of youth and loveliness." At its root it is about. S ii-.oc in diaim-ler. standing alin.it -I 
rods west Irani tlj..' coiid to Sandy lliil, arid uliont. HO rods north oi the village, on llio side 
of a sand)- ridge. A hue spring issues a few feet, below Ihis treo. The todies of Miss 
M'Croa and Vaoiifenant. 1'ahner «'!■:■!! taken and bmied three miles below the fort, near 
What was enlied [Ik; " black house." About IH ycisrs since, her renin bis were taken lip 
itnd re-interred III u village burl i;i(: giiiMiil nl I-\h-1. Kdwaid ; (he He V. M t. Cuiimhiig.-i, of 

Albany, prenohed :i I' nil sermon on ilie oeeasioii. Al (he iiiiie of her death she v.ns 

about twenty year- of age. and is represented a- having been of » inlihllu;;: stature, huely 
formed, dark bah, and ancoinnioniy bountiful, Mr. Jones, who was about 25, survived 
her death but a short, period, and it. is said his Lair turned gray the first night after reeeiv- 
jag L.e fatal news. 



WAYNE COUNTY. 

Wayne county was taken from the N W. corner of Ontario, and the 
N. of Seneca counties, in 1823. Greatest length from E. to W. 35 
miles, greatest breadth '.V. and S. 30. 

The surface is much diversified ; on the IS", the ancient beach of 
Lake Ontario extends with the lake E. and W. from it 4 to 8 miles ; 
forming in its whole course a road through the county, known as the 
"ridge road." The Erie canal, for nearly the whole of its devious 
course of 43 miles through the county, keeps the valley of Mud creek 
and the Clyde. The soil is generally highly fertile. The greater por- 
tion of the county on the west, including one-fourth of the towns of 
Galen. Rose, and Huron, was in the grant to Massachusetts and in 
Phelps and Gorham's purchase, passing from those gentlemen to Rob- 
ert Morris, and from him to Sir William Pulteney, from whom the 
present possessors derive title. The remnant in the east, pertained to 
the military tract. The county is divided into 15 towns : 

Arcadia, Lyons, Palmyra, Walworth, 

Butler, Macedon, Rose, Williamson, 

Galen, Marion, Savannah, Wolcott. 

Huron, Ontario, Sodua, 

Lyons, the shire-village, was incorporated in 1831. It is situated at 
the junction of Mud creek with the Cunandaigua outlet, (below which 
the stream takes the name of Clyde fiver,) and on the Erie canal, 181 
miles from Albany, 34 from Rochester, 15 N. of Geneva, and 16 S. of 
Sodus Point. The village contain* about 2iM) dwellings, 1 Presbyte- 
rian, 1 Lutheran, 1 Methodist, 1 Baptist, and 1 Episcopal church, the 
county buildings, a bank, 2 newspaper printing offices, a number of 
mills, &c. Tin; accompaiiving view was taken at the bridge over the 
Erie canal, at the eastern entrance into the village, and shows in the 
distance a number of public buildings. The village was originally laid 
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out by C. Williamson, agent for the 1'ulloney oblate, and is said to have 
derived its name from the similarity of its situation to the city of that 
name in France. The first sel'dcmoi'l was eoimnertcod in June, 1798, 
by emigrants from New' Jersey and Mai 




Eastern 



Main-street, Pahnyn 



The village of Palmyra is situated on Mud creek and the Erie ca- 
nal, 19S miles distant from Albany by the post route, 1 1 from Lyons, 
13 from Canaudaigua, and 22 from Rochester. It is a place of con- 
siderable business, containing about 250 dwellings, 1 Presbyterian, I 
Episcopal, 1 .Methodist, and 1 Baptist church, a bank, 2 newspaper 
printing offices, a number of nulls, &c. The accompanying engraving 
shows part of Main-street, looking westward. 

The village of Clyde, on the line of the Erie canal, 8 miles E. of 
Lyons, is a place of considerable business, having upwards of ]00 
dwellings, 4 churches, and an academy. 
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 

Westchester county is of an ancient date. It was represented 
in the first legislative assembly in the colony, which met at New York 

in 1691. And it has constituted one county to this time, having been 
organized as such by the general acts of 1788 and 1801. This coun- 
ty comprises a very important section of the state. Washed on the 
west by the Hudson, and on the south by the East river and Long 
Island sound.it enjoys very superior advantages for trade and com- 
merce. The county generally exhibits a beautiful diversity of sur- 
face. The northwestern comer is considerably broken by the SE. 
border of the Highlands, of a mountain character, and a range of 
hills of moderate iioiuht extends from York Island towards the 'NE. 
extremity, on which are situated the heights and lulls much known in 
the revolution. Croton Kivcr, the stream which supplies the Croton 
aqueduct with water, rises in Dutchess and Putnam counties from 
several beautiful lakes. It flows through part of the county in a south- 
ern direction, and empties into i he Hudson about two miles above the vil- 
lage of Sing Sing: length about -lo miles. Bronx river, named after Jo- 
seph Bronx, an early settler, rises in Rye Pond, and after a course of 25 
milespassesintot.be Sound. Based upon primitive rock, the soil is natur- 
ally sterile, but is rendered productive by careful and painful cultivation. 
Of wheat it produces little, and the inhabitants import a large portion of 
their bread-stuffs. Summer crops are good, and by the use of plaster, 
valuable returns in grass are obtained. The chief business of the in- 
habitants consists in supplying New York city with garden stuffs, 
field vegetables, butler, poultry, &C. 

This county suffered severely during the revolution. The whole 
southern part was marked by the marches, works of defence, or 
skirmishes and battles ot hostile armies. And, indeed, the active op- 
erations of the war in 1776, were principally confined to this region, 
and in the autumn to this county, where the two armies were in full 
force, constantly on the alert, and under the eyes of their respective 
commanders. The county is divided into 22 towns, all of which 
were organized under the act of March 7lh, 1788, excepting New 
Castle and Ossinsin. 

Bedford, Mamaroneck, Ossinsin, Westchester, 

Cortlandt, Mount Pleasant, Pelham, White Plains, 

fiasl cheslcr, New Castle, Pouudndge, Yonkers, 

Greensbnrg, New Rochelle, Rye, Yorktown. 

Harrison, North Castle, Scarsdale, 

Lewisborough, North Salem, Somers, 

Peekukill village was incorporated in 1826. It is situated 12 miles 
north of Sing Sing, and immediately south of the southern termina- 
tion of the Highlands. The annexed engraving shows the appear- 
ance of the village as seen from an elevation a few rods northward 
from the road to Carmel. The old Dutch Reformed and the Epis- 
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East view of Peekskill 

copal church, are discernible on the right; the Methodist and the 
Presbyterian church, having a small tower, arc on the extreme left. 
The elevated spire of the new Dutch lieformed church is in the cen- 
tral part of the view. Hudson river, with the towcrinc highlands, is 
seen in the distance. The village represented in the engraving is 
situated on an elevation 200 feet above the level of the river, half a 
mile from the landing, on both sides of a deep ravine, in which flows 
Gregory's brook, a rapid stream. There are in the village a bank, 
2 printing-offices. 2 large iron loundries, &c. There is an academy. 
a large edifice, situated on a commanding eminence at the south. It 
was erected by subscription, at an expense of $7,000. The village, 
including the landing, contains upwards of 200 dwellings, and 2 
churches for Friends, besides those mentioned above. There is a 
steamboat ferry at this place to Caldwell's landing, on the opposite 
side of the Hudson, two miles distant. V'erplanck's point and Conti- 
nental village, places distinguished in (he revolutionary war, are with- 
in the limits of this town. This latter place, which had barracks for 
2,000 men, was burnt by the British in October, 1777 ; the following 
account of which is extracted from the Connecticut Journal of April 
2d, 1777. 



thinking it prudent to h 

to prevent their falling; in 
lands, carrying with him 
al Cortlandt'a houae in 
and remained elOBBinthi 

consisting of about 200 
The general having ret 



his baggage and milita 



in the H%h- 

if ill!/ 1 .11 tgS, 



The enemy the suits day look 
■.nine:', i::ni: the lr.'Xi ilsy in iln; ii/Li'iucdij, whra is pi:ii',- ot i^m, 
1, poHvs'i'd ^ii'tr.ti'lvcs'ol' i) ]i?l!' : :it ii. J i. ■ tit; ,-i;iil:i <if C'crlmidt's. 
:d a R'loibitviiifii; tViijn Cn-1. e!;iti*fvuOi!'.H if-iinicl, of abou! SI 
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men, under llic coniinaia! of t ."■ : M . ('"'. Will.-:, permitted tf.ein to n tlftup' to iliAiinsKesa t 
enemy from thai eminence. Co.. Wiilot !iiiviji;r iiceoidinaly i: ia.]..- tl.o in ivssan. di:|i(;fi:tii 
advanced with hi- mike; party with the n:viiti>1 tirmui.^ ami rcni-atiou, and made the altaok. 
The enemy instraitiy sls-tL ivi!li ;hc l'- : etc-r. piecipitaiai.i, k-^viii.f liircc men dead on the 
Held, and the whole body, panie-i-iinck, betook thcni-clvo., lo i i i . - i i- sliippijiir, embarking 
under cover of die nighi ; and by the ln't neoooals Ihoy had sailed down the river. Be- 
fore they (.in i bark I'd. they gave (mi Ibey intond-d to mop at Tairyiow-n, on their way 
down, mill alfanpl to d.-.iroy ■mi- lui-.jiT.yaiie of i'culv at W right's mills. Upon their eyai 
Hating ll.o plaoe, Oen. McDoiiejl look possession of his former c unite rs. and del.iscbed 
parly of men lo watch their millions, The enemy, on tiiis occasion, have- been escei'i 
iiiifly disappointed, as ihey iiavi: not hoc:i able to carry olf ;.in -tore, ioi't behind by our 
men, and no otln-i- Hock than about 1(1 sf.cep and r or In head of eatl.ie, with which they 
ware supplied by our irmni friends Ihe (olios. '.Never did (loops e.xliibl! more firmness and 
resolution than dill oiii' army on tir.s occasion. .Noi wiifstaiafao; llio li-ciurily of numbers 
was great, and the measure ab-aihilciy necessary, il was ivil.li tin- utmosl reluctance they 
retired to the puss. As astral, these heroes of Britain liuw burnt some homo*, plundered 
the iidinbilaiits of what they uonlil eonie.iiii mly lake Willi l.heni. frightened the women 
and children, and raided the spirit? of their tory bio|li:va in that ipiarler. bill which, alas, 
as is always the ease when unnaturally elevatori, arc now again proporiiiinably do- 
pressed." 

Peekskill is llic birtli place of John Paulding, ihe American farmer, 
who intercepted Andre, the British spy, at Tarrytown, some fifteen 
miles below this place. His monument, is situated about two miles to 
the north of the village. It is built of marble, of a pyramidal shape, 
about fifteen feet in height, and running to a point. It is enclosed in 
an iron railing about, twelve feet square. The main inscription is on 
the south side, and runs thus : — 

« Here repose the mortal remains of Joir.i Paulding, who died on the 18th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1818, in the Gllth year oi his age.. On the m;vii:n L . of the HM ol ' eleptcmber, 1780, 

accompanied by two soiing farmers oi ine o.n.. my of Wem m.er, iwhoso names will one 

day be reenrdad oil tlnar own deserved ineiiumeilis,; l|r ail i-icopied liiii Brilisll spy. Andre. 
Poor himself, he disdained lo ace aire wenilk by siicihiciu:;- iiis coanli j . Id 'j i ■din c the temp- 
tation of great rewards, bo conveyed ins prisoner in the Anierican eanip, mid by this act 
of nobli- self-denial, i a i! ! reason of Ariaed ivus deeded ; (lie designs of tiie i- ee in y bniilei.i ; 
West Point and Hie Anierican army saved, and (hose L'. £., now by the grace of God 
free and independent, rescued from imminent peril.'' On llic opposite side is written — 
" The corporation of Ihe city of New York erect, this tomb as a memorial raised lo public 
gratitude," On the oast sido is a bounliful wreath engraved on the marble, with Ihe 
word, " Fidelity." 

Tarrytown is pleasantly situated, 23 miles N. of New York, on an 
elevation overlooking the Hudson, opposite the widest part of Tap- 
pan bay. The village contains 1 churches, BO or 91) dwellings, and 
about 1,000 inhabitants. The following is a view of the place, situated 
about one fourth of a mile N. of the village where Andre was taken 
prisoner, in Sept., 1760. by three militiamen. The road at that time 
ran a little to the west of its present location. The three were play- 
ing cards in the field on the right oi the engraving, which was then 
covered witli trees and shrubbery, when their attention was arrested 
by the cluttering oi a horse's hoofs over a wooden, bridge thrown across 
the little brook seen in the foreground. They left their cards, and ar- 
rested Andre in the vicinity of the place where now stands a small pine 
tree, near which a human figure is placed in the engraving. 

The annexed account of the taking of Andre, is from a manuscript 
in the possession of Isaac H. Tiffany, Esq., of Fultonville, being the 
notes of a personal conversation which lie iiad with David Williams, 
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one oi' the actors in the scene at Broome, Schoharie county, Feb. 
13, 1817. 

Williams, Von Wort, and Paulding, (Williams aged between 22 and 23, the other two 

being younger,) were (join" to sue some relations 30 miles below. The three were seated 
beside the road in the bushes, imaging tb.rn^.=r-hof at cards, vlrcr: their attention was ar. 
rested by the galloping of a horse. On approaching the road, they saw a gentleman riding 
towards them, seated oil a iana: hrow:i horse, wibch v. ; ..f, aftarwno.i observed to have marked 
on Ihe near shoulder the iniiials. U. si. A. The rider was a light, trim-built man, about 5 
feet 1 inches in height, wild a hold military eouaietair.ee and ih.rlt eyes, and was dressed 
in n round hat, blue surtout, crimson con;, villi pantaloons ami vest of nankeen. Ashe 
neared (Item, ihc three cocked ilair maskois nm! aimed ar. ihc rider, who immediately 
cin eked Id- burse, and tiie to do wine: ( versa; ion ensued: 

Andre. " Gentlemen, 1 hope voir are of our parly '." 

Paulding. " What party!" 

Andre. " The lower nary." 

Paulding. " We do." 

Andre. " 1 am a Ihirish olbccr; I I'.ave been up in the ootitnry o;i particular business, aad 
would not wish to be dcininoil a sialic moment." 

lie thereupon pulled oa.1 a etold wa!ol], and c*hibiiod it. as aa evidence that he was a 
gentleman, and returned it again lo rds t'oh. J'riuirjiiu; ihcreiipon remark en, " We are Ameri 

Andre. " God bless my soul ! a matt must rio airy lain;; lo ;!0t along — i am a corns rireim! 
oflicer, !.;■■>■ nil down to Di.bbs J.'oriy to go' informal ion boni below." 

Andre then drew out and presented a y,:t== train General Arnold, in wtfoh was the as. 
sumed name of John .Andersen. So mug bald upon the rein? of ibe horse, tbey ordered bim 
to dismount. Andre erici aimed, '' Yon will bring yourself into trouble !" " Wo tare nol 
for that," was ibe reply, Tlmy look him dowri tun or i'if'ceu ivds beside a run of water, 
mid Williams proceeded to scared the bal, coal, vest, shin, and iiautaloons, in which they 
Ibitiul ijfrjO in i.m arjne n i.al money ; arid at 'nsi orderr.d aim to take off bis bools. At this, 
he changed color, Williams crew oil' the left boo' lint, and i'milciai; seizing it esclaimed, 
" My God '. here it is 1" In it ibrec half sheets of wrkiea paper wore found enveloped by 
a half sheet, marked, " com en is West I'm: til." Pa nidi og airaiti o\ club nod, " My God! fa's 
a spy I" On pulling off the other boo', a similar package was found. 

Andre was now allowed to dies?, and they inarched him aenss the road into the field 
about twenty rods. The young men wbulicd to each ouicr lo make farther discoveries, and 
inquired from whom beget the papers? " Of a man at Pine's bridge, a stranger to me," 
replied Andre. lie (hen offered tl.i m far bis libeny, 1:1- burse tr.d eipiipage, vaceh, ami 
300 guineas. This rluy refused to take, unless be informed Ibein where he ebtarried the 
manuscript. He. refused i. i comply, but a rralti offered bis liaise, co.uip: gc, rind one thousand 
guineas. They were lirm in their denial, and Andre increased Ids rarer io ten thousand 
guineas aad as many drygcad- a- tbey wished, wliicli should be depusirerj in anyplace 
desired, — that they inivin keep hitn and send same inn: to New York with his order, ao 
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that they could obtain them unmolested. To this Ihcy lerilied, " thai, it did not signify for 
him to make anv oder. for lie- ulionki not fro." They thou proceeded to the nearest, mili- 
tary station, which was ii.t Novtli CiL.Fi.io-. nimni twelve mi. of distant. On the way, Andre 
gave them his watch, tolliu;: Iliom that " it was a prize." On delivering him to Colonel 
.Iamicson. the eornmaiuliiii; nll'icer, that OT/ntlcmna enjoined the strictest secrecy, at the 
same time esipiessine; i;ii opinion lliul. there «<:■.■ others doubtless concerned in the plot. 
Major Talltinidire.. who had commanded a "iiard, received Andre at Colonel Jumiesou's 
qn alters, and afterward, with about twenty moil, can dueled him to Colonel Sheldon, at 
Salem. The throo accompanied Andre ]>a: : r. of the way, and then left. During the night, 
Talmiiidsre caused Andre (» bo tied to a. tree ill ( 'omyen hill. From Salem he was con- 
veyed to West Point, and from ll ce to Tappaii. 

Williams. Pniihhntr, and Van Wall, stood v,-ifliiii (lie rinjj when Andre was hung. 
When the officer informed him that his limn had n< arly expired, and inquired if ho had 
any thing to say, ho unse/en tl, " Jiotliin::, but for them to witness to the world that he 
died like a brave man." The hunraiiau, who was painted blaek, offered to put on the 

noose — " Take oil' your black bands !" said Andre ; ll pnltiii^ oa t.ho noose himself, 

took out his handkerchief, tied it on. drew it up. bowed with a smile to bis aequuinlaiices, 
and died. 

David Williams, now (fell. Hi, 1 til 71 aged G.I, was born at Tarrytown, of Dutch en- 
traction, a"d speak- that kngun^e. l'anlding and Van Wart were also Dutch ; neither 
of the three spake Fairish well," Couirrcss sriive eaeh a farm in W esloliesl.tr county, of 
the value of A-dlin, an annuity of $21.11; ihrnuirh life, together with mi elegant silver medal, 
on one side of which was the inseripiiiiii, ' : Fidelity," ami on the reverse, the motto 
" Ant'sr patriw vim-it," (the love of country conquers.) 

Three miles E. of Tarrytown, is the small village of Greensburgh, 
where there are a few neat dwellings, ant' a .Presbyterian church, in 
whose cemetery it si llift remains of Isaac Van Wart, one of the cap- 
tors of Andre ; over which is a marble moinjiueiil., consisting of a base 
and pyramid, with the following inscription: 

"Here repose the mortal remains of Isaac Van VVaht. an older of the (.■reeuburgii 
chureli, who died on I be Mlfd of Mav, HrfJ*, in tlie 1,1.1th year of his age. Having lived Hie 
life, he died the death of the Christian.— Tho oili/ans of the county of Westell est ei erect- 
cd this tomb, in testimony of the high sense, (bey cnlPitaincu for the virtuous and palriolic 
conduct of their fellow -oil i/.en, and as a memorial sacred to public gratitude— Vincit 
Amor Patrice. — .Nearly hail' a ei-ntiiry het'oro this nioaiimenf was haib:, the conscript fa- 
thers of America had, in the senate- chamber, vol it; Unit Isaac Van Wart, was a faithful 
patriot— one in whom the love of o.oiim.ry was invincible, and I! us tomb bears testimony 
thai this record is true— Fidelity. On the 23d of Sept. I Veil, Isaac Van Warl, accompa- 
nied by John l.'aubliug and David Wili.ums, all fan tiers of the county of VVesleliesler, in- 
tercepted Major Andre en his return finiu t.ie American lines in the character of a spy, 
and notwithstanding the large bribes offered them for his release, nobly iiisda.lnf.il to sacri- 
fice, their conatrv for gold, seemed and carried him to the eoiiiniaiidiiig officer of the dis- 
trict, whereby the diuigerous and (rail (irons conspiracy of Arnold was brought to light, the 
insidious designs of the enemy bullied, the America:: army saved. End our beloved conn- 
try freed," &c. 

The village of Sing Ring. MI miles from New i'ork, was incorporated 
in 1813. It consists of upwards of 200 dwellings, 4 churches, an 
academy, and a female seminary. The greater part of the village ia 
situated on high and uneven ground. The Mount Pleasant State 
Prison is situated about half a mile S. of the village, and usually con 
tains from 800 to 900 convicts. Large quantities of marble are quar- 
ried in the vicinity by the convicts for the JVcw York and other mar- 
kets. The noted locality of " Sleep// Hollow" rendered so famous 
by the entertaining legend of Washington Irving, adjoins ihe north part 
of Tarry tows. 
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Soiiilirust. men: of Wiiife. Plain* tillage, (central par!..) 

White Plains has a hilly, but mostly an arable soil, well adapted 
for grazing. Pop. 1,087. The half-shire vilkia;o of White Plains is 
situated on the old post road to lioston, 21 miles JME. from New York, 
125 from Albany, and 14 miles SW. from lied ford. It contains 2 Meth- 
odist, 1 Presbyterian, t Episcopal, and 1 Baptist church, the county 
buildings, an academy, 70 or 80 dwellings, and about 550 inhab- 
itants. The above view shows the appearance of the central part 
of the village: the courthouse, an ancient building, is seen on the 
left, the spire of the academy on the extreme right. 

The following account of the military operations in this town and 
its vicinity in Oct. 1770, and the events which followed, is from 
Botta's American Revolution. 

" Tiki l.lnfflHi irr-in ,:i : remained scverid days at. Fro;!? Neck, as ml! to repair the bridges 
which tin: enemy had luekon, as ;■;> wait lor a eo:!?idioaii!c rtniforccinent which he had 
called from CJ'.iitcn Island. Tee road liohi Fro;;s Ncel; In IviLic-laidge is excessively rough 

with continual masses of s il sloc.es, and the Americans hud i.lso obstructed it in many 

places. Washing:™, v.- ho (;ad a??einb!ed a.'l hi.? army in. Kiiigsbridge, sent forward his 
light infantry io scour tl;c coiniiry. and in haras? I ho aiciny !;i his march. 

" Gen. Howe, havine received his rcimorccmcn'.?, ir.a i::iii?elf in motion with all his 
troops; he crossed .I'clhani Mama-, and went t., encamp a: lisiv liocncllc, where he was 
joined by the second divi-ian of i lo?simts, and of 1 1 n- iron;.;; of Waldeek under Gen. Knyp. 
Iiuuscu, and by a regiment of cavalry I Tidy urrLvr ■:! a I. .V :v York from Ireland. As the 
principal projeoi of the expcdilion we.-, la iniorccpr the communication of Washington with, 
the eastern provinces, and 'fioii, if Sic declined to venture an engagement, to shut him up 
on the island of Now Yferk, oou-cmnntly it was necessary to occupy the two roads leading 
into Connecticut ; the one npo'i the const of the found, and ihc oilier more inland. The 
lirst was already in the power of the jjaighsh ; Inn in an. mpling to occupy the second, it 
was requisite to traver?e the difficult country of whicii we have already made mention, in 
order to secure the pest of the highlands, known by the name of While Plains, upon tiis 
rear of K.kigsbridge. 

"Gen. Howe determined to (alio this route; ho marcher!, however, slowly and with 
extreme can; ion, afier leaving in. Ncv.- Kochclle die Ciiinan cor]:*, lately arrived, to secure 
the lower road, and the conimuuieadon v.i;b (lose [Jai.es whence slori-s and necessaries 

" Waslun^tc.o examined., with a'lcntion, the danger of hi? posillot:. fte penetrated the 
designs of the eticmy, and cnnscoT.cr.tly dci.ndcd to abandon, wi'.h die main body of his 
army, the encatr,|iiiieni of Kinc'sbralge. Ex:ending, thcrciorc, Ilia h ti wing, he look post 
with it in the White Plain?:, while the right occupied the heights of Valentine's Hill, near 
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Kings'n ridge ; the ceii'ro exactly idled dm space comprehended between these two points. 
Here lie intrenched himself wi;t> die grimiest care. His army thus formed a well secured 
line, parallel to the rive: I.i-;rix, wibcli lay on hs front, mid separated it from the English, 
who marched up along die let', ban!; of this stream. 

" Wnahhiaioi; had behind him the grcai river iliidsuu, i:i:<> which thu Kuiihsh frigiuc;! 
had not yet been able In penetrate so i'ar as io i;n creep i. die supplies id' provisions winch no 
received from the upper parts. With his left wing he occupied die upper road of Connec- 
ticut, by which ho an* r.is:i ah..mlau dy =? i- 1 ■ j ■ 1 i !"- 1 i with provisions mid munitions. He had 
loft, suilicieiil gmri.-eius in .Kug-i.oidgo, in H.nfem, a.id in Tor: Wasiiimjton ; in this last 
place, however, against hi- o-iji opinio:). Meanwhile, ho deiaciicd uiuiierous parties, river 
the Bronx, in order to retard Lie motions of '.lie one my. Jlenco Irtapiciii skirmishes ensued, 
anil though die roynlists iiad geta r;dly the ativamage in diesc re neounicrs, diey si ill served 
to dissipate [he terror of die Americans, who every tiny snoietd diomselvcs more hold in 
defying Lie enemy. 

" Upon the uj:proao':i of ilio Fhigli-h m ilio While Plains, Wadiiugior!, ad nt once, called 

in his oicachmems, end rbauil.uimg- fro ; i .- - - 5 1 1 ■ :- 1 = -= ho :iod ( ..pied along ihe Bronx, asseto. 

bled all his troops in a -'iron:; camp up.oi dr.- b igh:~, m-ar f.o-e- plains, in bom. of the enemy. 
His right Dank was protected by die Bronx, wnieh, by its windings, tdso covered the front 
of the light wing. The main body was :i' urly para :ol to the river, and die lei; wing being 
plfied at a right angle open inc cou're, and consequently pantile! ui die right, extended 
towards ihe north upon the hills, as in.ieh as was necessary In guard do; denies leading to 
die upper mountainous regions, into winch die arinv, if expedient, miglil retire. Bui the 
right wing, beins. posted in mare level i.ii'l ioss diifkiLi mound, funnl ii-a-if more exposed ; 
wherefore Gen. McDa.;gall was ordered in occupy, will a strong tietaeiniient, a mountain 
about a mile disioni ti-oin the camp ; ho hiii-cnchcd himself ihcre as well as the time would 
admit of. 

" >y.ich wns die posh ion of die Aiiieiscni: army whon Lie Elngiisii arrived wilhin 7 or 8 
miles of While I'aiiis, and pvopaieii ikemsclvcs :o atiaek wilhoiic less of time. On ihe 
morning of the S8ih of Oel. I.hey advanced in :i (Jnlomus, die ii:dii commanded iiy Gen, 

Clinton, and the left by tie;!. Heister. Al noon, ai! ih< po.ss I ■ ■ : ■ i . i driven hack by die 

Knidish mid Hessian 1 i ■_ 1 1 - iidaulry, liio liriii-ii army- apnea ■< d oolitic Im American camp. 
Immediately diorc ensued a came made, but to very .iiilc odecr. The English chew up m 
order of batt le ; their right occupied die road which leads --i i\Iarrincck, about a Jliile distant 
from the eeriins of me enemy ; while bio l.-fi, (spially disiam frinn his right, bordered ihe 
Bronx. The Eiigf.sb .■■/er.enii haul'.;; observed die hup:n:a:ioo of ihe position taken by Gen. 

MeDoagidl, and br'.ug (:; l-:i nl In die rig: it oi' die eniiinv. wiiiob was his only assailable 

point, could not bo forced so long i-s it si hi lie [irotoivei.l :iy u pest of such strength, re. 

solved to wrest it from the Americans, lie ordered a Hessian rogimon', eommanecd by 

Col. Ralle, to ford die Bronx, and by a cireui'ous niov io lie. in: ei dm dunk of Gen 

lleDougilh, whi'.c (o.-ii. la-./c siiouhi aliaen Idiu in Iro :l. wilit a brigade of laegiisn and 
Hessians. Co!, Kalio laiviug iiirive:! ni die |iol:ii. iudiiaitee, f.esiie, wco bad aiso eressed 
the Bronx, furiously assaul I'd die :iiireiie : :i:ueuis id' MeDoiigii.:, Toe inilida soon fled, but 
the regular troops miit.it; a. Valium rtsistauee. A re.giiuoni of ilaryiaini, conducted by Col, 
Suadlwooil, mid n reiiinent of New York, under Coi, Jvaiiicinnr, \t ulured even to come 
out of ihe hues and to cr.ar.tfe die enemy ;ii ihe very loin, of d.e mountain, but they were 
overpowered by numbers ami forced to none. Tiicn ihe j'higlish and Hessians ascended 
die beighis wiih siiiguiar iu're|:i:ii v, ami look possession of lb in alter a vigorous struggle. 
The Americans, however, eondnueti fir some iiuu to dro from beliiud the walls of enclo- 
sures, and thus rfiiirjed tiie pro.ercss ef the assa'anis. Bik Gen. Pumani, who had heetl 
sent to their suoeor, eonbl not arrive in season. Tim loss of men in this aenon was groat 
on the one part as well as on the other. 

" Waslmigiou, cii'nile execeimg ti.ac die rnreny would come to ali.acii him next, had 
already sen! into ins liair fa; sick and ihe iniggnge ; bo! as ii greie loworus the close oi day, 
ihe I'aighsh general tiotermined ! o defer die ass'ii.;'.: till the next morning. He caused his 
troops to encamp widen cannnn-sho: ...i tiie American lines. Washington took advantage 
of the nigbi. Io si!-' nganen them wiih ^ . ■. I ■. r i i. ii ■ ;■ : ] : , I weriis, and :o occupy a suongt:r iiosidoli in 
tiie rear wdlh hi; left wing, which, by die loss or no mnuniam, h id lieeoif-e rnore exposed. 
When the light appeared, Gen. H'oive recoiiniiiiioi) liic inlrenchiiieius ol' Ihe enemy, and 
found diem sudic'.ooily tiaiuitl.di'e to dcicrmiue him io wail die airivnl of some baltalions 
that had been iefi at New \'ork, umler ihe coniiuiuiil e.f.l.oni Percy, and of Severn! eompti. 

ides from iilarr; :'i. Tnese reinferecmciits t>r'og no-. wed on die evi-onitg of die 3Un>, he 

appointed ihe loLowing tuiiridii.L- for tin: assa.dl, 1 le: e.vci-ss : ve rain whieii tell during die 

night and also in die nioinieg, conipellod !diu to defer it. The Amerieaii general, in the 
mean time, examined nis poi.iihai with bis r.ecuMomcJ prudciiee ; he was decided not io 
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risk a pitched boule wiihou' die slmnges' hope of success, ir-j perceived that thc= Eiigh-h 
had aire utly orce'ed i or 5 h;u-orios, and that by tort. in;: ii:« rieln llank rhcy might get pes. 
session of this In.- :.".■! its situi;ed i.pon Ins rear, lie conduced, ibricfoiv, to break up his 
camp in the night iJJ" ihii !st of No voni bor. He removal info n eonmry still more nioun. 
tiiinous in 1I10 vicinity of .Moi-lh Oasde ; having orovionsly set fire 10 Ihe houses in White 
Plains and die neighborhood, and to die forage 1:1a; was found iis the camp. He immedi- 
ately detached a. strong coips tu occupy the bridge over the Croion river, which leads to the 
upper pans nf the Hanson. On the followum mamme lb:. Ihndish 100k possession of the 
American camp. 

" Gen, Howe, perceiving- dint his enemy declined an f ngngemonl, and ih at from the 
situation of the couu'ry, and hi.- kiuovleuge of every uilva:-,iageo L is position, it would be 
impossible to compel h'ni to Ugh; bin upon the :310ft mier;:ial snt ba/urdous rc-rms, look the 
determination to aiscao-bniic the pursue, ami lo turn his attention to die reduction of the 
tons arii! fasmess^s siiil occupied by tin..- A me items in ihe neb.oi boric; erf of New York. 
His view-s. were pnrtlco'.aiiy dirci.eoi.l upon Fori Was Illusion, which was i:s principal bul. 
wark. But, though the ground where this fortress hnil be. .11 erected was very rougii and 
difficult, its torliliei.tior.s were net sullicienlly strong to rcsisi heav," armiery. It was inca- 
pable, from in Ihlie ettient, of containing more (ban a [ho;. -.sou defenders; the outworks 
thai suiTOundcd :i, especially lo toe sen: :ii, towards Xow York, migl-.t Indge, it is true, o 
rr.itch stronger garrison. 

" The eommamloidn. chief, its if he had foreseen the event, had written to Gen. Greene, 
who commanded in diis part, enjoining him to reflect maturely upon his position, ami in 
ease he should iiinl lliat Fort Wasl-.iin;;on was mil in a situation to sustain an assault, 10 
cause it to be forunvrn evacuated ; ami to tran-port die ;:airisou to die right bunk of she 
Hudson. But this general, piths.- hi lie-tine i| :i . r in,, strot.irth of tlte p'uee and the valor of 
liic troops would ass.no iiius a long dciboeo, or freni tin ii : .ti.-: .! ■ 1 ■ 1 i.-i . . .. 1 In. 1 his retreat would 

increase the already 100 genera! di-:coo:agi .--it el' die Ai icons, look die resoluiion to 

hold out to the last. lie was herein the more easily dcleriimtoil, as lie believed that the 
garrison wo'.dd ai'.vays he able, to re-tica" into Far; Leo, siiaaicd upon the other bank of die 
river. But Washington judged less favorably 01' lite f,tu::t ; lie was persuaded that lire 
English would not it-main s.-.ib.-iloo ivi b -he reduetien of rhe first I'or' ; i>j! dial crossing flic 
river, and making themselves rnnsd rt of the seeond, wbhh o.nis 1101. lettable, fhey would 
spread themselves in ihe province of Seiv .lefsoy. lie lel't I h ere fire Gen. Leo, wdth the 
militia of the eastern provinces, upon ilr. lei; oauii of ihe Hudson, and having see;;red the 
s;roug nesifotis towards lite Crolon river, ant; especially that ot Teeits Kill, near the Hurl- 
son itself, he crossed that river with the main body ,.,(' his army, and wont 10 rejoin Gen. 
Greene in his camp under Fort Lee. Gen. Lee blots. If h e.l orders to come with all speed 
and join him, in case rhe eneiuy, after having iake;i 1I10 fir-, slue Id /-how himself upon the 
right bank of die Hauson. I lo afterward wrote Jo die governor of New Jersey, requesting 
liim to remove lite magazines of provision^ into tiie rttosi reinoro pans, and to call out all 
the militia. All those disoosiiious lain:; made 10 his wish, Washingum wateoed with an 
a loedve eye the move men's of die enemy. 

; 'Meiur,vhilf-, Gen. Howe bail orderi :l fieri. Kiiyoliaeseii to match IVoni New l.'oeheile, 
and in occupy Kingshridg-e. This he executed "lihotil oas'aoles, f;e Auiericans, who 
guarded this position, hiiviiig fallen ntielt upon i\,n IVasiiingi.on, The corps of Gen. Knyp. 
hausen censequciriy p.e;u ate-.d iute the islaml of !\sw York, and proceeded to invest tiie 
fort, on the part of the north. 

11 A short liiiiB eiier, the I 1 im himself aiiaieloer.d ihe Whio-: I'liiins, and de- 
scending aiosig the banks el' die Hudson, conducted the rest of the army to Kingsbridge. 
He idieiieti bis eanip upon die bei.tlils of Ford ha 111, his rigb: wing being covered by the 
Hudson, and his led. by the Bronx. 

" d'be loyalists die 11 [ire vd lo rut e.'t Fort \Ya*bint:ton ; i:s iutorior and r.ppn tie moires 

were defended by fall U,iJiJU men, onder hie eoirnuan.;! of C-.e. :\fagnw, a brave and evpen. 
enced oflieer. fie was .summoned io vain tn surrender. 7'he besiegers iirnccoded to the 
assault in four divisions, the first from the nardi, 001 nomad 00 by (.i-i.ni. Knypiiaiisen, and 
|fr oi'Waldeek; the seeontl iioin Ihe easi, composed of 
English light infmilrv ami iwo baltiiiiens of guarth, coudtteicd by (b.-u, .Matthews. This 
corps was to attack '.he inli-emdeuonts which etitended from Fort Washington almost to the 
East river; Ihe third, commanded by (lei. Sterling, was destitud -a pass this river lower 
down than die second, 11; order 10 as-nil -ho f ift ieo.ro to ihe south ; hoot this was only a 
feint. The fourth, which obeyed lite orders of Lord Percy, 11 very strong corps, was direct 
ed to aim its assault against the western ll.iihi of' ihe. ionress. These dililrent division. 1 
is and excel to 11 r artilh-.ry. The Itcstians, uudei Gen. Knyp 
„ .^.y thick forest, wiieie. Coi. Eawlings was already posteo 
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with his regiment of riflemen. An exiremriy warm siJTiiif was auirnged, in which the 
Germans sustained a severe loss. Tna .\i.ih.imiis. fitnliu-ihccl behind Uic trees and roei;s, 
lii-t'd in security : but at iasr. the llo--i';ns rr-ri-i: ! vi ::-^ 1heir elh:irls : gained a very steep as- 
cent, whence lln'v came itan upon '.lie enemy willi an irresistible impetuosity ; tho di- 
visions which followcti them were Urns enabled In leiiu without, uuiiostniiuu. Col. lisiw- 
lings retrealcd under (he cannon of the fort. Lord I'ercy, on his purl, bad oarrici.l ju 
advanced work, which faciiitalrd Hie debilitation of the party under Col. Slicing, who. 
the moment he hud landed : forced bis way up a ilii'ieadt height, which was very resolutely 
defended ; In- gaimi.l -he summit, where he t'"ii a considerable number of prisaneis. not- 
wiih.-iaiidiiigthcir gal ia.nl resistance. Co!. Ciidwuliadcr, who was dialed with the defence 
of this part, retired alto into the fort. 

" Go]. Kalle, wbu li'd ike rigid column of Gen. Knypiiauseu's attack, surmounted all 
obstacles with admirable vah.u, arid kdiosd his c-ohnim v.-ithiu 100 yards of the fort. Soon 
after, Gen. KnypbaiMm joined him \v : ! li tiie left column: having at lcnsj.-l.Li e\',ri(:nted. 
himself from the dhliov.llies encountered in (he fixes!. The garrison bavin;; thus Lost, 
thou ah not, without glory, ah Ibriv advanced works, losiml 1 Ln-ii-.-i-Ivi-H doscly invested with- 
in (he body of the fortress. The besiegi rs then s a, m mailed Col. iUagnw to surrender. Ho 
had already consiinn d :l-lm 1\- i.ii hi- ammunition. The very i:iul:ii nili- of d< fenders press- 

ed into so narrow a spue cfeiice, ami every lliiug d( ) a. 1 rated thai lie 

could not Bnstainajins3n.li It. Accordingly he decided m capitulate. The garrison, amount- 
ing to a, 600 men, inclusive of the country mililia, surrendered prisoners of war. The, 
Americans had h:v-: killed ; the royal'sts '.<-.l about HOO. me greater part Germans. Tho 
reduction of Fort Washington thus gave the rev.:! army entire possession of the island of 
New York." 

Bedford, the half-shin.:- village, contains a courthouse, 2 churches, 
and about 40 dwdlhiiH, situated about. 4-1 miles NE. of New York. 
John Jay, the patriot of the revolution, riimi;«' the latler period of his 
life resided in i.ue northern pan of the town ol .Bedford. The annexed 
sketch of his life is from Blake's Jjiotirapliieiil .Dictionary: 

"John- J*v, LI.. I)., first chief-justice of the United States under the constitution of 
i 789, graduated at Kings, (lira Golunihia college,; 17fil, and in J 7fc was admitted to the 
bar. He was appointed to trie first .American congress in 1.7 7i. tiring on the committee 
with Lee and livmgvion to tiraft an address to Die people of Grr:a lirilain, he was the 
writer of that ebullient production. Ju the congress of 177.1. he wars on various important 
committees, perform in a 1 ino't sen-ice perhaps than any olher member e.veepi. franklin anil 
John Adams. In .May. J 7 To', he was recalled to assist In f 1 1 lj 1 1 i 1 1 tr the government of New 
York, and in coiiscouionco his name- is not. attached to ihe l>!.ciara:a>i] of l.ia.lenendence ; 
but July fill), he r.-porp el rcs-.luiions in the provincial convention in favor e! ill': 'leclaralajn. 
After the fall of Iveiv V'oik and the removal of the ]«-ovineiai ass- mbly to I'ou^hkeepsic, 
Mr. .lav retaimil his resolurc piitrintisrii. 'I'iie very elo.jiient addres-; of file, convention 1o 
the people of New Verb, rial,-,: J'ishbill, Dec. a:.h'l77ii. amLsiirued by A, Ten iinieci;, as 
president, was wr.lten by iiiui. Marcli 12, 1777, he reported tr* (he convention of ISrr.v 
York, the draft of a form of ^overnmeid , win eh was atioptcd, am; niiiiiv of the provisions 
Df which were imrodiieed iido the constitplion of otlier states. Froni May 3, 1777, to 
August Its. 17711 , hi: was chief-justice <>:' the sPrle, In it i-e:.: !; -.,ed thirl eilicc in ciarseipience 
of i lis duties as presideni of congress. The i/iowaier adi.iress nl' ihi-il body tn their cnnsl it- 
tie nts, dated ^epiranbcr b', 177y, was prc|iarei! by iiiiu. On the iyi.li nf ^September, he was 
appointed minister picnipolcLL'.iary to the m;h. o: Spain, il.e mis one of tnc conimissio;i- 
ers to negotiate peace wiih GreiLt Itrilaiu, aim sign 1 a tiir definitive treaty o: peace at Paris, 
September 3, 1TS3. He returned to Amerieii in .1 7 S 1. Congress had previously appointed 
him secretary of state i,, r pa-.airu alliiirs. latin, tai'.e.e-h circa instances oftbe enuntry, tho 
secretary was in elffcl. the iiead of \r.e giivrrn.ue.-.l. ill:-. Jay : s si-f vices ivej-e of great im- 
portance. He dree,- up. October .1.3, 1 7';'ti, an elaborate report en the relations betivocn the 
United .States and Great l.hiti.in. Though not a member of the conveutoii which formed 
the constitution of lire United States, he was present at Annapolis, and aider! by his advice. 
He also assisted Madison anil llamiitcu in writing the Fcccraiist. In the convention oi 
New York he contributed to the adoption of lire constitution. lie was appointed chief- 
jnslice by Washingioa. Sciiicmlim- Ji.:, 17s;!. In 17ili, he was appointed minister pleni- 
potentiary to Great Britain, am! succeeded in iiccaiiiaiiiur tin- Ireai ■.- v. I.iclr still goes bv 
his name. He was governor oi tho slate of New York from 17i!;> to 1801. Tile ve- 
maindei' of his life he passed in re'.iiemenl. He tiied in l-A'.'.l, aged 84." 



HosledbyGOOgk 



g county. 365 

Port Chester, on the west side of Byrnrn river, which forms the 
boundary between New York and Connecticut, is n village containing 
3 churches and about. 100 dwellings, and lias a convenient landing for 
sloops and steamboats. This flourishing village, formerly called Saw- 
pits, is in the township of Rye, in which is .situated the old Jay man- 
sion. The village of New Kochcl'o, about 20 miles from New York, 
is delightfully situated in sight of the sound, has about 100 dwellings, 
a number of fine hotels and schools, and is a place of resort during the 
warm season. Yonkers, on the Hudson, 17 miles from New York, 
has 2 churches, a female seminary, and about (iO dwellings. The 
manor of Morrisiana, originally containing about ;j,000 acres, belong- 
ing to the disiiiigmViied family of Morris, is in the township of West- 
chester, opposite Hurl Gate. 

" <iO(jh:uw.'K Jto-iiuis was born at Morrisiana. ,l:ui. 31, 1 7 53. lie graduated at Kings 
•:i>V:':gv, .New York, in ITo'i .III' was brnd in iho law, in wliie h In- olitkinoii a great reci- 
tation. In 1775, lie was ■:.. delegate U> the provimjial concuss in \ctf York. In 177b', 
(Dec.,) lis acton us one of the. committee for drsf'in;: a. condhnlion tor tli« state of New- 
York, which wibi i-i'poLl ml in March, 1777, and adapted in April of lliat year, after re- 
peated and very able debates. He was employed in the ;>di'io service in various capaci- 
ties, during tii.'. revulutionary content, in all of which he disp.ayed sri-al /.cat and ability. 
After the revolution, he rciii'nl liom public life, and passed a number of years in private 
pursuits, exceptim.; ljuins ;.. very aeiive j i it-i isl.n ■;■ of I he. cunv< lilies which trained the con- 
stitution of tiic United States. ' In 173:?, Sin was appointed minister to Trance, and re- 
mained there in thai, capacity until Oct. 1 7Q-i. lie returned to America in 1?;)8, and in 
ISfll) was chosen a senator from New York. In the summer of 1810, ho examined the 
route for the F.ric cmini, and look a prominent pari, in urijriuutiiisj anil promoting that 
noblo work. He died at Morrisiaun, Nov. ;">, Itilti. He passed the latter year-: of his life 
at ."Uorrisiaua, cxeicismg an elegant and triuailiet'iit hospitality, review!]);; the -indie- of 
liis early days, and carrying on a very inteiesliug correspond nice witn statesmen and 
literati it! Eurnpo and America. The activity of ins riiml, the richness of his fancy, and 
the enpionsucss of his doauent convcrsalmn. were I lie admiration of all his acquaintance ; 
and he was universally admiued to '■.:. one nl tl:e u.i.l acoiiinphsiu d and pro in in,: nt. men of 
our country." 



WYOMING COUNTY. 

Wyoming county was formed irom the southern portion of Gene- 
see county in 1841 ; length E. and W. 35, breadth N. and S. 18 
miles; centra] ly distant from r\ew York 325, and from Albany 364 
miles. The surface of the county is but gently undulating, and the 
general character of the soil, is a most sandy or gravelly loam, well 
adapted to the culture of grain and grass. The Genesee river touches 
the southeastern corner in the town of Castile. Allen's creek, so 
named from the infamous Indian Allen, who committed many mur- 
ders on the frontier inhabitants in this region, rises in this county, and 
flowing northeasterly through a portion of the county of Genesee, 
empties into the Genesee river in the town of Wheatland, Monroe 
county. The Holland Land Company, to whom litis country originally 
belonged, still own some small tracts. It is divided into 13 towns : 
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WYOMING COUNTY, 



Gainesville, 



Allien, 
Bennington 
Castile, Java, 

China, Middlebury, 

The annexed engraving is a 

village, incorpoi 
saw. It 13 



Perry, 

tthcldr 



rille, We there held. 



the central portion of Perry 
1 in 1830, and situated about 7 miles E. of War- 
of considerable mercantile and manufacturing busi- 




Perry village. 



ness, and contains an academy, 4 churches, and about 150 buildings. 
It is situated on She cutlet of Silver lake, winch is a beautiful sheet 
of water 3 miles in length, and well storked with fish. The outlet 
furnishes much hydraulic power for the mills and factories in this vi- 
cinity. Perry Centre is much smaller, though incorporated. It is 
situated about 2 miles to the north. Attica, ineorporaied in 1837, is 8 
miles from Warsaw, has about 100 dwellings, 2 churches, a bank, and 
a female seminary. Wyoming, 14 miles SK. of Batavia, contains 3 
churches, aboul 70 duellings, and an academy. 

The village of Warsaw is situated 22 miles S. from Batavia, at the 
head of " Allen's Creek Valley/' and on Allen's creek, nearly equi- 
distant from Rochester, Canandaigua, Buffalo, and Clean. By the 
act of the commissioners appointed by the legislature, the courthouse, 
clerk's office, and jail of Wyoming county were located at this place, 
July 10, 1841. There are here 1 Presbyterian, 1 Baptist, 1 Method- 
ist, and 1 Congregational church, 100 dwellings, 1 printing office, 1 
tannery, 6 mercantile stores, 26 mechanical shops, 2 iron foundries, 2 
carding works, 1 woollen factory, 1 grist-mill, and about 800 inhabit- 
ants. The town was settled in 1801, principally by emigrants from 
New England ; and its present inhabitants are noted for their morality 
and fondness for literature. The oldest church erected in the state 
west of the Genesee river, is yet standing in the centre of the village 
of Warsaw. 
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YATES COUNTY. 

Yates county was taken from Ontario in 1823 ; centrally distant 
from New York via Albany 330, and from Albany 1 6.5 miles ; greatesi 
length E. and W. 24, greatest breadth 'iSi. and H\ 20 miles. The sur- 
face of this connty is agreeably diversified ; lire northern part is gently 
undulating, and the southern hilly. The soil is in many places com- 
posed of a warm rich mould, yielding abundant crops, though as a 
whole it is more of a grazing than a grain country. The climate is 
temperate, and for the cultivation of fruit is not exceeded by any por- 
tion of the state. It lies wholly in the tract ceded to Massachusetts, 
and in that portion of it winch [msscd fbrough .Messrs. Gorham, Phelps, 
and Robert Morris to Sir William Pultcney. It is divided into eight 
towns : 

Barrington, Italy, Middlesex:, Potter, 

Benton, Jerusalem, Milo, Starkey. 






- • •: »■ 



■^Hfe^=J. 




Northeastern view of Perm Yan. 

The thriving incorporated village of i'e.un Yan, the county seat, 
which is principally built on a street about a mile in length, is situated 
at the northern termination of the eastern arm of the Crooked Lake. Il 
was founded by Mr. Abraham Waggener, and derives its name from 
the circumstance that its early settlers were Pennsylvanians and Yan- 
kees, in nearly eeuial numbers. The annexed view was taken from an 
eminence about a third of a mile east of die village. The first building 
with a steeple on the right is the Presbyterian church, the one next on 
the left with a cupola, the courthouse, and the third and fourth, the Bap- 
tist and Methodist churches. Crooked or Keuka Lake is partially 
seen in the distance. The other public buildings in the village are an 
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Kpiscopal church, an academy, a prison, a bank, and the county clerk's 
office. The place is one of much business, and has many mercantile 
stores, and about 300 dwellings. 

Dundee is a thriving village 14 miles S. of Penn Yan ; contains 
4 churches, about i)0 dwellings, a number of mills and factories. 
Itushville contains about SO n\v(:l;iii!>s, 2 churches, and a number of 
mills. 

At Bluff Point, in the town of Jerusalem, in this county, at what is 
generally called the Friends Settlement, is the ''Jemima Wilkinson 
House," which is still occupied by :i few persons, the sole remnant of 
the followers of this singular personage, who died here in 1819. 

" Jemima Willi : ns™, or the ' Universal Tiffin],' was born in (.'umhorlaiid, Rhode Island, 
about the year lTi'i. She was educated aninug !ln.: l-'riends. lieftiiveriujr flora an ap- 
parent su-uension til" Mil; which she experienced when about twenty -threu years of age, 
during a til of sickness, she gave nut Unit she had been raised from the dead, and claimed 
tn he i Ji vested with divine ui tributes and authority !o iusli nei mnokind in religion. It is 
also said, she prel ended to fun:- tell future even'.-, to discern 'lie secrets of (lie heart, and to 
have the power of hea.'.liiL' diseases ; anil if any person who made- application to lief was 
not healed, she ulfribiileil it to u want of fnit.li. Kim asserted that thoso who refused to 
believe these exalted things conei.mmg her, will bn in the state of the unbelieving Jew-, 
who rejected the counsel of Coil i gainst themselves : and she told her hearers that I but 
was (be elevenili hour, and (be last end of mercy thai ever should be granted to them ; 
for she heard an inquiry in heaven, saying, ' W|m vdd go and preach in a dying world i' 
and she said she answered, ' Here am I. — end nic ;' and that she left the realms oi light 
and glory, and the company of the heavenly basis, who are eontinually praising mid wor- 
shipping Cod, in order <o deseeml npou earth, and pa--: through many sutierhigs ami trials 
fur llie happiness of inun'itmd. Siho professed to be able to work miracles, and iiOcrcd to 
demonstrate it by walking on the water in duration of our Saviour ; aecordingly a 
frame was coiistruelod fur the purpose on trie hanks of the iScnecu (.alii-, a- Rapelyea's 
ferry, 10 miles south of Dresden. At the a;.,poimcd time, bavin jj a ppi 'inched within a few 
lnmdreii yards rif llie lake shove, she alighted from an cieguu! carriage, the road being 
strewed by her folinwers witii while handkerchiefs. She walked to tiift platform, and 
having anno'.Mii.ied her intention of walking across llie. lake, mi the water, she stepped an- 
kle deep into the clear element ; when suddenly pausing, she adorrssed the multitude, in- 
quiring whether or not tlu-v had fa'uh I ha' she cmld pass ever, for if otherwise the could 
not; and on receiving an aniriuufive. answer returned to her carriage, deviating as thny 
belicvi d ia her pow r :t was mi:Leecs ; a:'-,- to display it." 
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APPENDIX. 



HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 



MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 



HISTORY OF HE¥ YORK, 



1. Expedition of the French against the Seneca Indians. 

The Genesee in the early French histories is called the Seneca 
river, probably from the circumstance that its rich valleys were stud- 
ded with the villages of the Senecas. This tribe, one of the Five 
Nations, was on terms of friendship with the English, while the Indi- 
ans of the upper lakes were strongly attached to the French. The 
subjects of these rival nations were exceedingly jealous of each other, 
particularly with respect to the Indian trade, which both endeavored 
to monopolize. Hence hostilities between those parties often occur- 
red. In 1787, Monsieur Do la Hiirre, the governor of Canada, having 
made an unsuccessful attempt against the Five Nations, the Marquis 
De Nonville, his successor, resolved to retrieve the fallen honor of 
his countrymen. For this purpose ho sent messengers to the tribes 
around the northern lakes, and succeeded in collecting a considerable 
body of Indians to assist him in his enterprise against the Senecas. 

" Preparatory to this ex-pediiion, Dc Xonrillo c-dkcted ianre supr/ies a! Cadarackui, (now 
KinJi.=ton,5 m atiiitrtniiiori of tin 1 march of his troopa, and the Indians from the notehhor. 
hood of Q.-.udxc, '.;) that jural, 'I'hu advance of lis army, can-is:h:T of two or throe hundred 
Canadians, were commanded hy M. Gi:h , :i; jiilc, who si:ipn;.id two viliaans of t he Five 
Nations, in the nt'i^':;b or :!■)■. nl m Gr-Jiirii'/kui, and j:ut the irdiriliimnis to dun:!: with great 
cruelty, to prevent ihcm, as it was said, from oonvoying intelliirenco of the movements of 
the French 10 their ov.-ir people, a? it was supposed tircy had do^io i:i regard to the last ex. 
pedition under JI, De Li fiarre. These people, however, had seeled there at the invitation 
of the French, and atnjc.jpatjnt- no harm, were the more easily surprised. 'They were 
carried in cold blood to rli« fori./ (says L)r. Cohjen,) ' and tied to stakes "to ho tormented bf 
the French Ino'ians, ;Chri»!ii;ris r:s *hoy were ciiine,) and during lha torture continued sing; 
ir.sr in their cosmay manner, and upbraiding the French with their perfidy and ingratitude." 
41 
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i'cicrai a'lcmpis of 'ho Fnglish hi Few divscusuins among ll.e upper lake Indi. 
ans, and divert them ircm their purpose, haviii.i proved ucnvai'tuL., and De Nonville's pre. 
partitions for the expedition lifting eimiplcici!, he departed from Cadaruckid for the entrance 
of (lie Genesee river on the 23d of .Tune, Jj.iHV, otn hark nig ins. army it; canoes, and sending 
ono half thereof along die northern shorn of ib.c I ; ■. k t ■ , while ho, with ihe other half, passed 
coastwise hy lite sauihcrit shore, dun no aecidciiis by wied niiidil ahogclher dofeal. thf ex. 
pedition. So punctually were tilts arrange menls o\t , i.M.i"t'f.L that ho'li divisions iirvivi.nl at 
Irondequoit on the fame day, where their Indian alhes appear lo have been already asscm. 
Wed. Immediately oftor landhia;, the canoes were hauled up, and rt military defence wua 
constructed, ht which a guard of four hundred men was left, while the main body of the 
forces advanced upon the principal 'own of the Senoeas — the site of which, at that time, 
was upon the Genesee river, wiihiu llie lcrrii;ny now /iirneng li:e town of Avon, Before 
rkpartinc; from liveidccioi:, however, a you:.-- Canadian Frc ictuua:i was -hot for the erime 
of having conducted a party of rimtlishtne :i to the upper lakes The charge was that of 
being a spy, although France a id Fog land were then at peace. 

" During the man;';, the Indians, led hy a. p-.triy of Lallan nailer?, formed the van, while 

flie regular troops mid Canadian militia composed the: i He..] y of the forces. They ad. 

vanccd four leagued on the lirsi. day, wiihout discovering an enemy. On the morning of 
the second, scouts were despatched in atlvanec, who njip-oael'.cd die cornfields of the vil- 
lages without midting tiny discoveries— a circumstance isoi very e.reditahic to the sagacity 
of De Xomi lie's Vidians, since, ihey passed wlluu pi -oil -ho' of an a in no sen do of live bun- 
dretl Senecas. Supposing the warriors had all fled, De Nouvilie pushed rapidly forward, 
for the purpose a:, lean of coming up with and capturing Ihe we nen, chiltlrea, and old men. 
But no .sooner iiad ihe French readied die toot of the hi!', (a shori di.-a.incc north of Com. 
stoc.k's hotel, between die present village of Avon and ike river,) then the war-whoop of 
the ambuscade rang in their ear., whlio u well-directed volley of musketry brought man)' 
of diem to iiie gronnd. 

" The surprise was complete, and the panic so great t'la: too divisions of the French 
separated in (lie weeds, and in their confusion fired upon each other. Availing themselves 
of the aiiviir.tai.'.e, the Seneca- rusii< (I in upon their ides with tomahawk in hand, and die 
battle was fierce ami bloody uniil De Nonvil.e's regulars hat; time to rally and move again 
in phalanx. The brave. Seneca, were then repulsed ; h.n it was an empty victory to Do 
Nonville. He was so d Isold Toil by die surprise lie had nicl, dial even his Indians could nut 
persuade him to a pursuit that day. On die following day be inarcheil upon the villages, 
with a view of burning them ; but that lalior had ',,•. en performed 10 his hands by ihe Bene, 
eas themselves. Two prisoners only were made by ih.e invaders — old men, who were dis- 
covered in die castlo — and who were cut to pieces and boiled inn.) snap for De Nonville'e 
allies. Tho invaders remained live or sij days, traversing tin valley of the river for a few 
miles, and destroy kit; the growing earn in the Ileitis. They if.t n returned to their canoes, 
and back to Canada- stopping awhile a; _\:r._-t;-i, wlicc a small fort was erected, in which 
a garrison was left of one hundred men. The Indians from die upper lakes were gratified 
with the erection of this posi, behoving iliat. it would lie of essential service in their opera. 
lions against die Five Nations, whom .lie .N'oovillo promised y, t to assist then] in subduing. 
But that promise was never fulfilled. On the contrary, the tort at Niagara was so closely 
invested hy tue five Naduus, that, eiphiy.oight of ll;e hundred dicci of banger, and but for 
the aid of a party of French luuiatis, the oiiitrs would have shared the same fate. The 
Five Nations, more ever, afterward cirtlcd lire war inlo Canada, even to Montreal and Que. 
bee. The loss of the c'roiich, killed In ;nc baliie, was one hundred men and ten Indians. 
The Senecas had aboui eighty warriors slain, lo die course of the expedition, De Non. 
ville contrived to make tiiirtcen captives, who were sent to France aa trophies, and thence 
as slaves to the galleys."* 
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2. Long Island Indians. 

The following account of the Indians on Long Island, is taken 
from " Wood's tiisiary of Long- Island? published in 1828. 

" Wbcn ihe Ersl so'dements wcic made oil the island by the Dutch and English, i( ap. 
pears, from the original Indian deeds, that the principal tribes that occupied it, were us 
follows : — 

"The Canarse., the llockuwiiy, the lUerikoke, fro .Uar.;apeag-.:e, :li i ■ Sooataguo, and the 
Patchague, on the. south side— ihe .Uiiiiueeoc, the. Niss aquas; tic, the Sthu.a.iket, and the Cor. 
chaug, on the north side ; tho Smnccoc, ihe Mtuihiitiset, and the JUoiitauk, from the Canoe 
Place on Montauk Point. 

" The Canarse liia; to Ivai'ft been tin? only tribe, or the only Ivibe of any consequence, 
in Kmsrs courtly. This tribe claimed lite chief part of the lands in Kings county, and a 
port of ihe lands in Jamaica. 

"The Rockawny tribe ih.iioed the territory un,tu;a hocHwiiy, and more or loss of the 
land; in .N'ewinwii and Jamaica. 

"The Merikokc and Mais, ape a .rue tribes extended from Rocka way through Queens 
county into Suffolk, on lho soatb side of the island. 

" The territory of the Maiinoooe rribe (.-.it... need from Flushing through Queens county 
to I're.so .t.'on,l In Smiblk. on the north side. 

" The JNiBsaouti^iif; tribe rximulcd fri.ti I'lv-h !'o::d 10 S'onybrook. 

" The Sotiiiikut iribe claimed I'r Stonylivook io the Wading river. 

" The Corohaug tribe extended from frr* \V ading river inrough South Old on the north 

"The territory of the Maltha nset tribe was itdrelt er.Island. 

"The territory of die Scealuug tribe adjoined that of ihe Marsapeagues, and extended to 
Patch ogue. 

" The lerri'orv of tin; Pn'chriii-i;.; tribe evtencei! to South Hampton. 

" Tin; Siimrcuc tribe extended from the Canoe Point 1.0 Montauk, and that peninsula 
was the seat of :hp Montauk tribe. 

" There are one or two oilier tribes named in 1he old records, but. the pV.ee they oecu. 
pied cannot be asrerlained, and it is evident from ihiit cifcums.louce, liial they must have 
been very small, perhaps the mere remnants of tribes which had been destroyed in their 

"Those above enumerated are the p-inriprJ trlhr-a that occupied the island when the 
English and Dutch commenced their seuleincnrs (here, and the original purchases of the 
several towns were made of these tribes. 

"The Indian settlement? were all en the bays, creeks, and harbors on the north and 
south sides of Ihe island, and (heir territories were iiiviec;i from each other by the middle 
of the island. 

" At the time of the fust settlement of ihe island, the wdtolc Indian populnriun was con- 
siderable, but by no means as grunt its the tacilries of subsistence would have authorised us 
to e.vpect, nji- as g eat as it piubrblv hud fermcrly been. 

"The shell batiks which irtuiostc the sites of their villages, on the western half of the 
island, are large and numerous, and beds of si. el!.-, of some si/.e or other are fo:;ml at inter. 
vaia of a few miles all around the margin of the island. From these it would seem that 
the population of some pav.-; of the island was once very numerous, or must have been eta, 
tionarv there a long time,* 

" The slate of the Indian population must be ascribed to iheir perpetual wars, by which 
they had been diminished. 

"All savage nations are accic-rd So wai. The causes of war among them are numerous, 
and the mode of carrying it on destructive to their numbers. 

* " The- shell banks in the western towns of Suffolk county are much larger and more 
numerous than in the eastern tjwns, where shell risii :.ie as a':r..u:b;!ir : which proves that 
the western pari of the i.sla nil had been the longest settled, and that the Indian emigration 
proceeded from west to east." 
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" 1; Eppcars ili'i' Long I aland had be en overrun by hostile "tribes, unci many of the natives 

must have lii.cn desirovod hy them. 

"Theconfedcraoy oi'ilie Five Yniiot;s extended their conqucsls as ;";i'.' snntn as Manhattan 
Island, and had passed over to the west end of T-.i:i,-r Ishu-.d, and subdued the Canarso 
Indian?. 

"There is a tra il i I i o;i am™!; the Duicii, that at rlio 'ran of the first settlement of the 
island, the Canarse tribe- paid da: ITohawks. ;i;i ;;mma. i.iilvile id' wampum and dried clams, 
and that they discontinued die payment (if i: on the persuasion of duo whites, in conse- 
quence of which a party ui' tin; conquerors came and destroyed die woolc tribe, except a 
few who happened to be from home. 

" Some writer? have s-.tiuaised dial die cum';" est of -lie IMohawks extended to the whole 
island, but there is no tradition co support ic, and ii is believed that the conquest never 
encoded beyond die terri lories of the Canarse Indians, Tins may have been owing to the 
fact, that all (he oilier Indians were in subjection to the Peuuots. It is well known that 
this tribe never was subdued by (lie Five Stolons, and it would have been n violation of their 
rules of warfare, to have turned llicir arms against a tributary people, when they had not 
s-abditeil the power loai held them in subjection. 

" The Momauks liad probably been die most warlike tribe on Long Island, had overrun 
the other tribes on the island east of die Camusr territory, ami liad reduced them to soma 
Kind of subjection. At the lime nf ihe first so do in em of the island, the M on tauk sachem 
claimed and exercised some kind of sovereignly eve.r die whole territory, and it is stated 
that he justified his claim before the governor Laid council in iirluc of a former conquest of 
ihe country. In IbbS), be convoyed tiic territory which coiisiliutcs the town of Smithtewn, 
then occupied by tin: eossaeanguc Indians, to Lyon Gardiner. 

" It was under a belief of >;is superiority over the chiefs of the oilier tribes, that ihe first 
settlers were anxious to have i.lieir purchase deeds signed by '.hat eliicf, as well as by the 
•achem of the tribe of win. ii land was purchased. 

"The confirmation deed of Hciiips'eai] in ll'i;">7, the deed for Lloyd's neck, and others, 
are executed in lid.? maimer, and in some of (he original deeds die JUamauk chief is styled 
the sachem of Long Island. 

" The superiority ascribed to die chief of that tribe after the scnlerr.ent of the country, 
might have arisen in pari, from die disuueiion conferred on him or recognised by the com- 
missioners of tiio uni:ed (-clonics. In 1 liiil ir i? stated in sonic nf our early records, that 
ihcy constituted one, wdio is supposed In have been the Moulnnk chief, grand sachem of 
ihe Long Island Indians. It is probable that die commissioners only recognised or con. 
firmed an authority vi ilb which they found him invested. 

"It is evident from the early writers of New I'lngland, thai 'he Peqnots, who occupied 
tils country around 'Yew London, ami was ilm ices' warlike tribe in Con tie el lent, had sub- 
dued the Momauks with (heir tributaries, ami that, at die lime of die brsl. seitleinetO oi 
New Knglaiul, the Lei;;: Island Indians were in subjection to the l'e:|ucls, and paid them 
a tribute. The victory ever rim Hloiita.d;?. involved the subjection of all ihe tribes that 
were under them, and ihe con ..p. Lest of the Pcquots must have embraced all the iribes on 
Ihe island east of the Canarse territory. 

" in 1637, Ihe New England colonies made war mi ihe Poquols, to avenge the murders 
and other he a il ;■■ ,oa- cm : « ,n • i [ coin mined on ilie whiles, and subdued and 

dispersed the whole tribe. The Long Island Indians who had been suhjeet to the Pc quota, 
imincdiately repaired io the J inglish lo moo; faeir pi ace with them. Wmthrop, in ids 
journal, states Ihat on die roducdon of the J'ceitoc-i in 1 M1J-7, ' sachems from Long Island 
came voluntarily and brought a nibu'c to us of iv.-eniy iiclioiii of Wiinipum each of them.' 

"From this time they seem to have considered themselves ro be in siibjorlion to me 
English, and lo have paid (hem tribute, perhaps the same tliey bad paid ihe Pequots. In 
1611, they applied to rite commissi oneis for f,:y:nc evidence of their rein lion to them, and 
the commissioners gave them a eertiiicate in wrllimT, in oiiie: promising them Eecurity 
from injury by (be English, ace all edicts in frieiuishqi with them ; at which time they as- 
sured (ho eo j mn is sio no is 'ilia! liiey had been tribal a vies io ilie J insjish ever sinee the Fe- 
quot war, and triar they ban never injured the Llngiish or Du'c'i, bal. had been hi ei idly lo 
both,' which implied that liiey i-.ad been suhjcci lo the I'eouo's and fallowed their fate. Ill 
1650, the commissioners sou; CanOiiu Mason to Lor.g Island to require payment of the 
tribute due from the Indian? lucre, and to settle a way in which it might be punctually 
discharged in future. 

" In 1656, the Mon'auk chief vis-ted ihe commissi oners ar Roston, r.nd in answer to an 
inquiry whether he had paid the tribute due from him, stated that ho had paid it at Hartford 
lor Lae space of ten years, ami that it was in arrear for tl.e four las: years, wdiieh they re. 
mitted in consideration of Ids distressed condition by ihe late war in which he had been 
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INDIAN" "WORSHIP. 

Led on bv their Priests nr I'otsitin- iin'V s-hiiutco avid dnnesd iirountl a large 
fut, in a wild and fantastic niiiimiir, diiun sau-iiiciiig liioir most valuable 
ti-tinurt* Vjv throwing iliem into Ihe fife. 
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engaged 'With the Nan-;ig:m.=e;.fs. In KS58. Xnml.e/rato. the chief of the jfehitntic Indians-, 
who were either n 1 1 i 1 j i ■ of the .Nurrairan-ctts or close' y ccaim-cod with (hem, made war 
on the Long; island Indians, which hi -tod several years, and reduced them to sri'tuit ex- 
tremity. He invaded the territory ol the .MonUuks. and would have extirpated tin; whole 
tribe, if they had not found proiect.ion in tin.' hvuc.aiiity of the people of Kust Hampton. 

■' Thev wore obliged to abandon chc:if vilho.-cs. mo I to Hoc for refuge to East Hampton 
whero they were kindly received, sustained, and proiecicd. They continued to reside ii 
that J u-h'.j.i ior se-.::r;!l years, bohao Ihey doejneoi it s:..o to return to Montauk." 

3. Conference at Unadilla between Gen. Herkimer and Brant 

In July, 1777, a conference was held in this place between Gen. 
Herkimer and Joseph Brunt, the celebrated Jiidi.m chieftain, who 
complained of being threatened by Gen. Schuyler; and also, that 
the Mohawks did not have liberty to pass and repass as formerly, 
&c, &c. The following account of this meeting is given in the An- 
nals of Tryon county. 

" Information bavin? been ficon, Gen. Th-rid-rer ir. Jnlv marciicd to Unudo'a will) 3~0 
militia. He was met hero by Brant a" die head of .130 warriors. Bram complained of rbe 
same grievances as above set forth. To the c.ueshoii whether he would remain at peace 
if Ihesc diings were rectified, he r-.pli.-d ; 'The Indiana were in concert with the king, as 
their fathers and grand fat nor* had been. That -.lit: kino's lieh.s were yet lodged with them, 
and they could not falsify their plocge — 'I'IlilI Ge.n. Herkimer and the vest had pined [lie 
Boston people against itir-ir k'r.vj;— That Beaton pecr.lo were rc?....tute, i.uc the king would 
humble them— Thai. V r. Schuyler, or Generid, or whin, you please to call him, was very 

smart on the Indians a: die tieaty ai tier i .bats : bui was not at. die same lime able to 

afford them the smallest article of clodun.! — Thai ibe Indians bail fornic-idy tnade war on 
die while people ail united ; and now (bey were divined, inc. Indians were na: frightened.' 

" Afire llriiii: bad dcclar! ii bis del c 'mi i union io i -pon~e ibe cause of the king, Col. Cox 
said, if such was Ins resolution the manor was endcr.!. Jliaui. turned and spoke to bis war. 
tiors, who slurried End ran to their camp about a mile ilisian!, when seizing thoir arms, 
they fired a number ol' guns, end raised (lift Ionian war-whoop. They relumed' immedi. 
Btely, when Cen. Herkiuier addressi:;ir hlrant, told him be bad not come lo tight. Brant 
luodoned lo bis followers io remain in ibeir places. Tiien assuming a threatening a-tr.ude, 
he said, if their purpose was war, he was ready for ihcm. Ho then proposed that Mr. 
Stewart, the missionary noumg "he Mohawks, (who was supposed friendly lo Ibe hniglish,) 
and die wife of Coi, Bailer, sii.nibl lie pc indued to pass from the lower 10 the upper Mo. 
hawk castle. 

'■(.'.en, Herkimer assenled, but deuiinuleil dial ihe lories anil desr rices should bo given 
up to him. This was refused by .I.Irani, w-ho after some iiulber remar'is, added dial bo 
would go to Oswe,;.,', and hold a treaty w-d.a Co!, Butler. This singular conference was 
sinm.ds.rly terminated. It was early in July, and the sun shone forth without a cloud to 
obscure il, ami as ils rays glided !ne Tops C'< the forest trees, or were reflected from the 

waters of die fiusc'.icl nidi, impaired a rich lint to the wild scenery with which they were 

enrrountled. The echo of iho war-whoop bad scarcely died away before the heavens be 
came black, and a. violeni siomi of bail and rain obliged each party lo withdraw and seek 
die nearest shcller. Men less super.stilious limn niaay of tne unletercd yeomen who, lean, 
iug upon then- arms, wore wiinesses of liie events of ibis day, could no: have failed in idler 
times to have looked back upon ihein, if nut as an ouu-u, at least a; an emblem of those 
dreadful massacres with, widen liiese Indians and their associai.es ubenvard visited the in. 
haailan's of ti;i; unforiunato frontier. 

" Gen. Ilcrkmiir appears io have been unwilling to urge malters la extreme, 1 hough be 
had sufficient power to have dcioritcd the Indians. He no doubt entertained hopes that 



copt the Oneidas, in which an dibit was made to prevent the India! 
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4. Indian' Sacrifice at Rochester, 1813. 

No longer ago than 1813, pagan rites were performed on the spot 
where so many Christian temples have been since erected. The Fol- 
lowing account of the last sacrifice of the Setiecas, wear where the 
Bethel church now stands, is from Mr. O'Reilly's History. 

"It may be premised I'm" ;ho S< nccas, ant! probaalv others of the Six Nations, have 
five fusisis ami .tally ; on which rii-e;iHi uis il is customary to re linn I banks io JNaUK'anew for 
his blessings, or to deprecate his v. rath. A: these times a'so ihr. chiefs conversed upon [he 
aliairs of the tribes, and gene tally ina/eil upon die people ihc J my of demeaning themselves 
so as lo ensure a continuance of liic favor which hail attended them in iheir pursuils of 
peace Or war. These feasts followed tho consummation of (lie matters usually watched 
with most interesl by Indians in petieoftil limes— one of [he e ere monies occurring after 
1 sugar.lime ;' another after planting ; a lliin.l called tl its graeii-enrn feast, when the maize 
first becomes Sit for use. ; the fourth after tho corn imtvi •- ; ;m,l the tiiili at the close of their 
year, iati- in January or ctsrV in Fohrr.ai-y, accoromg to the moon. 

" The laller ceremonial was peiioiaicd for die last due. in Rochester in January, 1813. 
The concluding rites were seen by soiiio of the low pcrsatis then setded in ' these pari;.' 
From Mr. Edwin geranium, now a merchant of die nil/, who was among the spectators, 
we have had an account of die ceremonial, us far its be ia hold ii, which corresponds with 

the accounts given by Ihe Rev. Mr. Kitkla id, long a niissajtiary :i i lt ibo [r-ix Nations, 

and by the ' Wbiro 'Worn an,' doit remarkable associate of ike Sonoctts. The la'tor porson- 
age related, that when the Indians returned from immittg, ten or 'Arcniy of their number 
were appointed to stipe] ml end die great ' sacrifice era 1 . thanksgiving.' Preparations were 
made a! tho council. house or other place of meeting for t!,o accommodation of the tribe 
[hiring the ceremonial. Nine days was too period, and two white dogs ihe number and 
kind of animals ioroiorly roi|iiireti tor die festival; though in tbe.se hitler days of reform and 
retrericlnnenl (for the prevailing spirit, had re inched even the wigwams and the altars of ihe 
Scnocas) the time has been cuiitiiled in scvan or five days, and n single dog was made the 
scapegoat to hear away the sins of 'be tribe ! Two dogs, as noiirlv white as could be pro. 
cured, were usually si Icon d from tin se le.iongiig ro die tribe, auci were carefully killed nl 
Ihe door of the ocuncd.lioa-e by means of si ranee larioit ; tor a wound on die animal or an 
ciT.isinn of blond would S|)oii tiie victim for liic- sacrilVal purpose. The dags were then 
futiiasiicnlly painied with various colors, decorated wifli feathers, and suspended about 
twenty feet high o.r. lite eoimeil-hoirso or near the centre of die camp. The ceremonial ia 
then commenced, and ihc live, seven, or nine days of its continuance arc marked ay lea sl- 
ing and dancing-, as wei! as by sacrifice and eonsuhiidoti. Two select bands, one of men 

and another of wonu n, ornamen'cd v. iih trinkets I lit; utters, and i-.tn h person furnished 

with an ear of corn in the right hand, dance in a circle around tho council-fire, which ia 
kindled for the occasion, and regulate their steps by rude music Iicnce they proceed to 
every wigwam in the cum]) ; ami, in like manner, dance in a circle around each fire. Af. 
terward, on n.iodier day, sovl ral men clo'ic Ikcin-alves in die skins of v, iln beasts, cover 
their faces wilb iiideoas masks and their hands with die shell of the lortoise, and in this 
garb dicy go anions die wigwams, making horrid noises, taking the fad from the fire, and 
scattering the embers aud ashes about the iloor, for The purpose of driving awaty evil spirits. 
The persons performim: dic-e ,:i|ietatioi)S are stinnos'ad v.o; only to drive oT tiie evil spirit, 
but to concentrate widiin tbciuscivcs all die sin» oi liieir tribe. 'J'itese sins arc afterward 
ail transfused into one of their own number, who, by some magical dejde-rity or sleight.of. 
hand, works oil' from himself into tho dogs' the concentrated wicked:!, -s of the tribe! The 
scapegoat doas are- thou placed on a [.'lie of wood, to whieh lire is applied, while the sur- 
rounding crowd throw tobacco or oilier intense upon the flame, the scent of winch is 
deemed to eo-opernie with the sacrifice of the luiinittls it: concihaling ihc favor of Nauwa. 
new or the Great Spirit. When the. doirs are partly consumed, one is taken off and put 
into a. large kettle wdh veEreiaiiies. of various kinds, and all around devour the contents of 
the 'reeking caldron,' After this ihe Indians perform tho dances of war and peace, and 
smoke the calumet : then, free Irani wiaketiness, ih.cy repair to their respective places of 
abode, prepared lor the events of the new year." 



HosledbyGOOgle 



HifTOKKViJ.. 



5. An Account of tin: Indian Chiefs, Cornplanter and Big Kettle, 

At the mouth of Cold Spring creek, entering the Allegany, 
is an " Indian village called Tunes-assah ; the reservation, one mile 
in width along the river, extends some miles above and several be- 
low this point into Pennsylvania ; this remnant lately had at its head 
the celebrated chief Complauler, who died early in the year 1836, 
aged about 100 years. Some of the tribe are "weaiihy ; have large 
stocks of cattle, and some saw-mills. Much is due for the improve- 
ment of their condition to the judicious efforts of the society of 
'Friends,' of Philadelphia, who have long maintained instructers 
among them, teaching the primitive arts of civilization, and who 
have a settlement in the southern part of the town." Some of the 
last of the Indian prophets incorporated a part of the tenets of Chris- 
tianity into their pagii.ii system. A few years since, a portion of the 
Indians in this town were in the practice of collecting around a log 
about 30 feet long, worked into a resemblance of the human form, to 
which they performed a kind of worship. The son of Cornplanter 
subsequently persuaded them to throw it into the river, 

Cornplanter, the chief above-mem.! on od, it appears, wa.s the son of 
a white man, who lived in the vicinity of .Fort. Plank : bis mother was 
a young woman of the Seneca tribe. The Seneca Indians, during 
the revolutionary war, were led on against the Americans in the Mo- 
hawk valley, by Cornplanter-, who, in one of his incursions, took his 
father prisoner. He however treated him well, and released him 
from confinement. In a letter written by Cornplanter to the govern- 
or of Pennsylvania in 182i>, complaining of the attempt to impose 
taxes upon him and the Senecas residing on the Allegany, he began 
as follows: 

11 When I waa a child, I played vil'i tin:: hu'terl'ly, the jrinssliripper, rind (he frogs, As I 
grew up, I began to pay romo i!ttei'.l:o:i, and p!ny with the. Indian li ivs in tin- ni-iiriibnrbood, 
and they took notice or" my skin bring a dilieren! nolor fre-iu I'mrs, ami spoke aooui it. J 
inquired of my madier the cj.i ■,;■-«, anil she toid me thai my father wot a resident of Albany. 
I ate st.i'.i my viemais out of a bark di-e ; T jvviiw up to bo n yoimr! :n;ni, and married me a 
wife, bin I had no kettle or gun, I (hen linen' "hero t;iy lijrlior lived, and went (o see 
him, and fount! ho was a ivhiie. man and =poke die Li'iidl-li Li: _t:;:i^i;. He gave me victuala 
while I waa al his house, but when T started to re.curn homo he gave me no provision to ear 
on the way. He gave me neiibor kettle nor gun, neiihor did lie iell me that the United 
States were about to rebel az/aiir.-' 'lie jover-.mi n" of [■>.;: ! .::rd," &c. &c. 

" Cornplanter lived co a gre.at ae;e, kaving oerea-ej v!:":',in the last eight or ten years. 
He was an ab'e nun, dis^aransjiod in .sidiseqiieu'. nego-niLeeis, He was elonneiit, and a 
great advocate tor temperance. He made a very cllf.e.eivc tint el e.u'ae' eristic tpceeh upon 
that subject in 182;!. 'The Urea- Spirit, first made the world, and next 1 lie flying animals, 
and found all thing; svxni. ana p-iispero is. He is immnr'a! and cv, '.rasting. After finish, 
ing the flying animals, he came down iry.va dm ea.ah and dure stood. Then he made cit. 
ferent kinds of trees, and woods of all sorts, and people nf every kind. He made the 
spring and other seasiin=, and die weather si.::;;i":.iio l'-,r pti.-tiria. These he did make, tint 
stills, to make whiskey to give to Indians, he did nol make.' * * * B ' The Great 
Spirit told us that tin, re ivcro three things for people to a'itnd to. First, we ought to take 
care of our waves etui children, Secondly, rhe white people- nuglr lo aUond lei iheir farms 
and cattle. Thirti.y, ihe Great Spirit has given the hems and doers to the Indiana.' * * * 
The Groat Spirit has ordered me lo quit drinking. He, wishes me to inform the people 
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that they should quit d:inkit]g inKj.uciilnn; drink.' in iho course of the same speech, he 
gave evidence t:\ai li-r: was not ovcrn-udi pli'a'rd wr.i: the r.dmiMim- of his own blood, 
a * * 'The liiftrcm kinds 1hn (iii-a: S'.uivit nnidn si'isiraTe, sud not In mix with find 
disturb each uUier. Bui -In; whire people Imve livuken ilijs commund, by mixing their 
color with the Indian;. The Iiitiatis have iLosus bulltr \>y uur. doing so.' " — Stone's Life 
of Brant. 

Ganoihjowaneh, a distinguished chief of the Seneca tribe, was, it 
is said, a superior orator to Red Jacket. He was called by the 
whites, Big KeU.k, that being 1 the si.gnilication of his Indian name. It 
is stated that he never lasted ardent spirits, and opposed the practice 
among the Indians, and suffered some persecutions on this account. 
During the early period of his lite, he was opposed to the introduction 
of Christianity, hut latie.riy was rather in favor of it. Mr. Wright, 
the missionary, now living among the Seneeas, near Buffalo, attempt- 
ed to persuade him to embrace the Christian religion. When told 
that he was a sinner in the sight of Cod, I Jig Kettle appeared to be 
somewhat surprised ; throwing himself in an oratorical attitude, he 
recounted a long list of his good deeds, and endeavored to make it 
appear that he was not a sinner. He once came to Mr. Wright, and 
asked him the question, " Does God overrule all things ?" " Certainly," 
replied Mr. Wright. " I tell my people so, in council," replied Big 
Kettle; "hut when I am alone, and think how much iniquity is prac- 
tised by the white people in getting away our lands, <fcc., and how they 
go on without, being punished, I have my doubts." He said that the 
preaching of the missionaries was good, and that the Indians would 
listen to, and follow it, but he said it. would be useless: the bad habits 
of his people were so strong, the attempt to break them up would be 
as idle as to " stop the wind from blowing down Lake Erie." 

6. First settlers of Greene, Chenango Co, — Indian Relics, tyc. 

The first white inhabitants who located themselves on the site of 
the village, were eight or ten French families, who fled from their 
country during the revolutionary period. The first one wdio came 
appears to have been Simon Barnet, who is said to have been a 
Creole from the West Indies. He came to this place from Philadel- 
phia, probably sent as a pioneer for the French company. One of 
the emigrants, M. Dutrcmont, was a man of considerable talents, 
learning, and wealth. This gentleman contracted for the lards settled 
by the company. The purchase was made of William W. Morris 
and Malachi Treat, the patentees. Capt. Juliand, one of the French 
emigrants, came into the place in 1797, a little after the first company. 
About the year 1795, the celebrated French statesman, Talleyrand, 
visited this place, when on a sylvan jaunt on horseback from Phila- 
delphia to Albany in company with a. French gentleman. When here, 
he became acquainted with the son of M. Dutremont, with whom he 
was so much pleased, that he obtained the consent of his parents to 
take him to France, where he became his private secretary. By the 
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death of M. Dutremont, the financial affairs of the little colony be- 
came deranged. He was drowned while fording a river on horse- 
back, on his way to Philadelphia. As he had not paid for the land 
occupied by the emigrants, it reverted back to the patentees. The 
emigrants became diseonra.^nd, and after a few years left the place, 
moved down below Towanda, and joined a French settlement at a 
place called Frcnciitown, now Asylum, ("apt. Juliuiid, however, re- 
mained in Greene, and to him and Judge Elislm Smith the founda- 
tion of the village is to be ascribed. 

"There were no Indiana in ibis pnrilculor section, whoa tint settled by the whites. But 
we have r.o record a most rcmarkabio uieimd, the ri.-i.ii.' of .(union superstition and iuuiislry= 
There are now to be seen only some imperfect trace.! of li. J'l wis situated about two 
mites south of the village, and about thirty rods from the river bank, on what is now the 
farm of Mr. Lott. The maucd, boil'ic ii was cug i.'oc.ci ur pi unfiled uvs; 1 , was about sjx or 
seven feet above '.ho surface of ;hc irroand, and forty feet in diameter; being nearly oir. 
cular. There was also, till within a few years, n huge pme stum;) in ihc centre of it, the 
remains of a large pme'ree which was standing when the whites or.ir.o in. It was then, 
however, a dead tree. When it was out down, there were counted 1*0 concentric circles 
or yearly growth*. Fsmninuv; the age of iho rnotniii by lln; concentric circles of the 
stump, it must have Won over 200 years ohi wliou Mns soehoii of the country wa* settled. 
An. examination of !U;s moend was joi.de hi li'Ji), by digging, and there were found hu. 
man bones to a grea! number', ami lower from the am-facc, there were found bones that 
h nd been evidently burnt; suggesting die idea, that iho initio of disposing of the dead, 
when these bones were deposited, was livni'ii!* (At dead liwihj. ~\e> conjecture could be 
formed as to the Number of bodies buried here. They it:':?: io:md lying without order, 
very much jumbled, un.d so fur decayed as to crumble, or fail eparl, wiioii brought to the 
air ami handled. The suppo-lilou wokikl not bo an unlikely one, that these hones were the 
remains of bodies which iiad hillon i;i btitiie, ami were afterward hurriedly thrown together 
and buried. * * * * In the. mound near Greene, da-rc wore foimd, lying qcii.e in one pile, 
900 arrow heads, out after their lit 1.1,1.; form, a;id all eidior of yellow or black flint. It will be 
recollected that (here are no stones of this kind found in liiis pari of the state of New 
York. In another par' of tin; mound '.hero wore found, ivlu_ ir.jjethor, about sixty, made 
after the same form. A silver bund or ting was also found, of about two inches in di. 
amelnr, extremely thin, bin rai.lt-, wil'i the remains— in appearance — of a rood pipe, lying 
within it. The supposition ia, dtat it was some son of musical insimment. There was 
tdso found a number of si one chisels, of il life n nit shapes, c,i id on iiy fitted 10 perform dlller- 
eni species of work. A huge pi<-cr of mica also, citi. into liie form of n heart ' tlie border 
much decived, and tiio uili'ctcnt laminte separated." Arisiui-z of Jjliigkiimtan. 

7. Destruction at the German Flats by tin: Tories and Indians in 1778. 

"At the time of which we are writing, the settlement on the south side of the river 
lliinibeted 3-1 dwellmg.houses, and there were about an cojial luJiihcr upon the north side, 
together with as many barns and other ornhmldiuea, ami several mills. The population, 
for the number of houses, was unnii reus. The boiiis, rich by nature, and well cultivated, 
had that year brought forth by handful* ; so that the barns were amply stored with their 
products. 

"It was at the close of August, or earlv in the month of ole member, loot this fine district 
was laid waste by the Indians under lue diroerion of Brant, Men providentially, however, 
the invasion was attended nidi ihe loss of but !\ra lives — one man being killed outright, 
and another, named Met hums, p: ribbed in the ilume^. 'Jin: paiiioulars ot this hostile itrnp.. 
lion were these ;■ — iiuieilninlug sonic suspicious of i.Siaiit, who was at i.'tia.dillu, a soon: ol 
four men had been dcspatchoti ir.ta thai vicinity for observation. Three of these men were 

killed at the Edmeaton settlement. The foinlr-,, John llehner, s ceding in making his 

escape, and returned to the Fia^s a! half an hour before sun. down, just in time to anno mice 
that Brant, with a large body of Indians, was aihaiiiiug, and would, m a few hours, be upon 
them. All was, ol" course, ■ error and alarm ihrougii ibe settlement ; and the inhabitants- 
men, women, and i.'hiidreir were gathered into il.ais Dayion and Herkimer for security. 
In llyi.jig to tho.-e defends, they gathered up the most valuable of their stuff, and by means 
48 
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of boats ami canoes v.pnn tho river, succeeded, in the oaur-r of Iho evening, in collecting a. 
large portion of liifjir best an.leies of fuvniiure, But they had no time to look after iheir 
flocks and herds. 

" duly id I in; evening Bruui arrived ni die edge of ihe settlement, bra as 'he. night cause 
on excessively dark arid rainy, he halted will) bis ibrces in a ravine, near die house of his 
lory hirnd Shoemaker, where the yomigrr Hinder and '::.- parly "eri capmrcd the preceding 
year. Here the chirflai'i lay v.dlh his v.- hit iors until the From] hrolif a'.vay towards morning 
— uiiiKJiipnimi? thai i.is approach hail been sioi,hcd *o do: people, by ihe scouihi scaoti to 
enable them to escape the blow of Ids unlilioil arm. tiefore i!ik ilami hi' was on foot, and 
his warriors were sweeping i.liroaga din seldcroi-nl ; so linn: die torch might be almost sim- 
idianeonsly appljeo i.o every budding i' contained. Jnsi. as tin.: thy was breaking in the 
tasi, the fires were kindled, and the whole section of ll'e valley was speedily illuminated by 
L.:;c flames of houses and barns, and ;;ll thing- el-c oumb-.tslihic. The spectacle, to too 
people in the forts, was one of melancholy grandeur, livery family .yaw the flames and 
smoke of its own don noil ascending lo the s.-.ii s, and every iarmer the whole product of Ilia 
labor for ihe season dissolving into ashes. 

"Having no fire-arms, larger limn llieir rillcs, tho Indians avoided even a doinonsltalion 
agaiiisi ibe far; «, mowid :-:■:!! lir.g -heir clcarir :!:i:i. m-.i:o :■ scabs nor prsouors wen: to grace 
their triumph. Tint ns loo ligh* of day advanced, ilioir war rial.- were seen singly, or in small 
('roups, scouring tin.' nobis, and driving away all the iiorses, sheep, and black cattle that 
could be found, Nothing upon which I hey eonhl lay I heir bauds was loft ; and the settle- 
ment, which, bu; 'he day before, for leu miles had smiled in plopi.v and in beauty, was now 
hoasnlcss and deslitutc. Happily, however, of human life there was no greater sacrifice 
than has already been meuliaieti. Aiier Iho Indians had decamped wi:h their booty, a 
force of between liUO ami 1I.KI uiiiiiia-men colloe:od, anil Weill in pnr^.dl — fallowing as far 
as Illemcston's pbm;abon on die UnaJilla river, v.oi.to iho bodies of the throe icoul; were 
found and buried. But no oilier results uuciLtlei.i litis c.vpeuilion." 

S. !i.emarko.!:ii'.fi.dJihinriU of a Dream of Jacob Sammons, 1780. 

Ill an incursion, Mr. Sampson Sammons and his three sons, all 
stanch whigs, residing in JanifStown, were captured by the enemy 
and their dwelling laid in ashes. The elder Mr. Sammons and his 

Joungest son, a youth oJ" eighteen, were released by Sir John, but 
acob and Frederick, the other sous, we eg taken to Canada and con- 
fined in the fortress ofX'haniblee. h'rom this place they made their 
escape, and after a series of dreadful sttifenng, in their iiight through 
the wilderness, arrived in safely amoug their friends. A long and 
interesting account of their adventures is given in Col. Stone's Life 
of Brant. 

"A singular a.:l we! .1 ■ - . ■ - 1 . 1 ■■■■■■:-n:-r v" says Gol. ivoiic, " closes tlii- interesting per- 
sonal narrative. Tin; family of tho elder r>i:i: noons had long t.i veil tin Frederick as lost. 
On the morning at:er ids arrival at Foheuec'ady, he despatched a le'tcr to his father, by the 
band of an ollieer on his way to 1'niladi loi.ia, wi:o left it at the ;;uuse of a Mr. Levi Do 
Will, live miles dismal from die re-idem:.; of the i.dd <'. , ei'.t:etonn. 'l'be same, night on 
which the Idler was dais left, .l;u:...|) dreamed tha; hi- brother Frederick was living, and 
that there was a letter i'roio him at Do Win's nmioonemg ihe joyful 'itiings. The dream 
was repeated twice, and tin: contents of die loner were so stiungly impressed upon his 
mind, that lie repealed w dial he believed was Lie very language, on The onsning morning — 
insisting ilia: such a loiter was at the place mentioned. Tho family, hi., father in particu- 
lar, laughed at him fa- ins cretr.dhy. chrong, however, in lbs beiief inai 'here was such a 
eonnnunica'ion, bo re railed n> the ji'aco cesigua-eil, and asked for ihe tetter. Mr. De Witt 
looked for it, b:;l replied there was none, Jacob rcqnes'cd a more ihcrough seareli, and 
behold the letier was fiend bebiad a barrel, v. fere i: bad fallen. Jacob then ree,:'.est.ed 
Mr. De Witt to open ibo leirer, and examine while he recited its contents. He did so, und 
the dreamer repeated it word for word." 
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9. Death of t/ie faithful Oneida Guide. 
At the time of Sullivan's expedition to Western New York, the 
enemy captured two friendly Oneidas, who hud, from the beginning 
of the war, rendered the Americans constant service, and one of 
whom was then acting us Gen. Sullivan's principal guide. This In- 
dian had an older brother engaged with the enemy, who, as they met, 
is said (in Stone's lira.rd) lo have addressed him as follows: 



" Brother ' Yon have ini-v:tf'i] death, and shall have your desert-. When tin; rebels 
raised their hatcheis lo li.'ii ai;.iiii4 i.helr goed ma.-ior, von sharpened your linifo, yuu 
brigbioncd your rillc, and led on msr foes to lii.j fields of our fathers. 

"Brothel'! Yon ha.vo merited death, siml shall die by ov.v baud;. When those rebels 
had driven us from the fields of our fathers to seek out new booses, it was you who 
could dare to stop forth us their pilot, and conduct them evea 10 the doors of our wig- 
wams, to butcher oar children aail put us lo doalh. No crime cati be greater. But 
though you have merited death, mid -hall die on this spot, ,<,u hands sha'd not be stained 
with the blood of a brother. Who Kill strike!" 

In iiu instant the tomahawk of l,i /,'■■', Heard w as I v. irled with lightning rapid lly over 
his bead, and in a nut her the brave Oneida, the Ineni of America and of humanity, lay 
dead at the feet of the infuriated chief. 

10. Battle of Bennington. 

The progress of Burgoyne thoroughly alarmed the American 
states, it being well known that, the American forces under Gen. 
Schuyler were not suflieiont to jit-event the capture of Albany, when- 
ever it was reached by 1 he enemy, instead of thinking of submission, 
the Americans met this alarming crisis with firmness and resolution, 
and great exertions were made to reinforce the army. Gen. Lincoln 
was directed to raise and take the command of the New England 
militia. Gen. Arnold, and Col. Morgan with his riflemen, were de- 
tached to the northern army, and congress elected Gen. Gates as 
commander. 

" While the American army was finis assuming a mere respectable appearance, Gem 
Burgoyne "'as makius v ry sf.w advances towards Adjany. from flic :''Sdi of July to the 
15tll of August, (1777,) dm Ih'ilisn army ""is ecatmaallv employed m bringing forward 
battcaux, provisions, and im-niimii.ion from Fin-: George, r.o the first navigable par: of Hud 
son's river; a distance of no: more ihiiu if- mdes. TIlc lalnir was recessive, lhe Europe, 
ans were hut hale ncquam'cd with il:e memoes of [lorl'tuniing ii to advacmige, and the 
effect was in no cep/roe equivalent to die e.-q.e use of labor ana li:ue. 'Willi ;dl lhe efforts 
that Burgoyne cemd im.kt, encumbered widi his arbllcry uiui baggage, his Jabots were, 
inadequate i.o me piupose oi' supplying the army vviiii iirovisimis fer us daily consumption, 
and lhe csiabhshinenr of die neeissar. niaga/mc-. And aficr l.L- inmost exc Miosis lor 1.7 
days, there were not above -1 days' proie-ions in die store, nor above 10 bitteaux: in Hud. 

" In such c i tennis t an ces tin. 1 Bri-ish general fnmd dal i: would In; impossible to procure 
sufficient supplies ef provision ir. the \.-.yy ef 1'orr George, and t.ieiernmLed lo replenish Iii.-j 
own magazines at tlio expense of [hose of die Asucricans. Having received information 
that a large ipiaably of siorc- v. err had :;p at Bennington, and :.aurdea only by the militia, 
he formed lhe design of si uprising ilia: place ; and was made to believe that as soon as a 
detachment of the :ova| army should anpear iu that omulcr, h would receive effectual aa. 
sislauee from a. large body of loyalists, who only waited! tor the appearance of a support, 
and would in Ihal mem. corne loi-.var.i m.e aid the royal cause. Full of d n.se expectations., 
lie detuched Gel, Raiun, u Gotnn.u offices 1 , with a select body of troops, to surprise tho 
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place. His force consisted of ::h..i.:i .If.li.l regular troops, some Canadians, anil more (hail 
liiO Indians, with two light pieces of artillery. To lacLLita-tc their operations, and lo be 
ready to take acveiiiagc of the mi cc*s of the dcta: linicut, d:e royal army moved along the 
cast batik of IJiidsau's cvi-r, end encamped nearly opposilo [a Savi.ioca ; having at the same 
time thrown a bridge of rails over tin; fin, liy widen the army passed in that place. "With 
a view lo suppoi I llaam, if it f-ln..-itld he fjiinii necessary, l.icut. Co'. Ikeynian's corps, can. 
sistiug of the Jiren.-v. ink ::r i' rs, ':;h: iiiiiuiry ; nri '.v:*, were posted at liationkhl. 

'■ Gen. Stark having received information I liar 1.1 parly of Indians were at Cambridge, 
sent Lieut. Col. Greer, 0:1 Angus', tin.; 13i:i, with a parly of iJOIJ men in slop their progress. 
Towards night ho was iuiorr.iod by express, thai a largo body of ri.'irultu-w was in the rear 
of the Indians, and advancine: towards Bennington. On ibis ir.tcllieeucc, Stack drew lo. 
gether his brigade, and the militia that were at hand, and sent on to Manchester to Col, 
Warner to bring; on Ids regiment ; he sent ovpre.-sos n'. the same riir.e 10 tilt: neighboring 
militia, to join h;m wfh the ubnesi: speed. Or. die more, big of lbs I4tli, be marched with 
his troops, ami al liio distance of 7 unit's be rue' Crrg on die retreat, end the enemy within 
a mile of him. Stark drew i;j) bis trcops in order of art lie ; bin die enemy reining in sight, 
halted upon a very advantageous piece of ground. ISaum pern ived iho Americans were 
If 10 strong to be ai.ieck: d Willi ids jiii feel: force, and sent an express to Bargoync wi;h an 
account of Ins situation, and lo have. Ijroyuian leareb iiuuiodcatciy to support him. In the 
mean time small panics of the Americans kepi up a skirmish with the enemy, killed and 
wounded 30 of them, with two of their Indian chiefs, without any loss lo themselves. The 
ground the Amencaus bad tiike.ii was iml'averidile fir n general nerion, av.il Stark rclrcateii 
about a mile and encamped. A council of war was held, ami li was agreed lo send two 
detachments upon the enemy's roar, while fee rest uf the troops should make an attack 
upon their front. The next day the wcallicr w;e rainy, iit.il liniiigh it prevented a general 
action, there were frequent skirmishings in sniaii panics which provcei favorable and en. 
couraging to the Americans. 

" On Aunnsi tie- I ill!), in the morning, Stark was joined t;,y Co\ Symonds and a body 
of militia from Rrrkshcv, anil proo-'edrii io ::1ieok the enemy, agreeably to die plan which 
had been concerted. Cab IJaani in the mean time nail enm ached, on an ndvantagcaus 
piece of ground near St. Keieks mills, en a branch of H >o''ck i.n-r, an:! ren.lered his post 

as slrong as In? ci re inn -'.am es and si 1:0:1 would at! mil, Col. .Nichols was tie cached wiih 

300 men to the rear of his left, Col. He nick, with MOO men la the rear of his right; both 
were to join and then maim fie arrack. Cols. Hubbard and fkirkney, with 300 more, were 
ordered op. the righ!, and .IU0 were advanced towards li:e fror.l. tn draw the all emion of the 
enemy that way. About 3 o'clock in linen afemoo:! die troops had 'akeu ib.eir situation, and 
were ready lo commence iho action. While Kicho's and Ilornck were bringing their 
troops logclia.T, Ike .Indians were aiarnied at die prospect, end p::~:iod oif between ihe two 
turps; biil received a lire as dioy were passing, by wincii ibree uf tbem were killed, and 
two wounded. JNichels dicu in gan il:e niaek, and was fo bowed by ail he diet' divisions ; 
those in tile front immediately advanced, and in a few miiia.es ike at! ion became general. 
It lasted about two hours, and was bike one continued posl of thander. Baum made a 
brave defence ; and the lien nan di-a.^aons, alter they had expended l:i< ir amnmnidon. led 
by their colour-!, ebar,r;td ividi llieir sivords, bin diet were soon overpowered. Their works 
were carried on all shies, their two pieces of cannon wens lal-.en, Cel. liamrj himself was 
mortally woanded and lakcu prisoner, ami all bis niee, exeep: a low who hud escaped In 10 
the woods, were (idler killed e,r taken prisoners. Having com pie led die business by taking 
the. whole party, the militia began 10 cisperse, and look oat for plunder. But in a few 
minutes Bcark relieved it: form a lion that a large reinl'inci inonl was on their march, and 
within two miles of him. borlunaiely al f:ai moment Col. Warner came up with his regi. 
ment from Manehesicr. 'litis: 'crave. a:;,.i experienced 1. Hirer cemiiiandeii a regiment of 
continental troops, which had bc.n raised 1:1 Vennoni. Morn tied tiiat he had not been ::i 
the former engagement, ho b'lnnfv led 011 bis me:: a:::.ii s: Uii-yniat:. and began the second 
engagement, t^-erk eoiieeted da: iielitia as siiou :.s pepsilile, ami pnslnd on 10 Ids assisl. 
ance. The action beeair.e genera:, end the battle coudimed ebstiaaie on both sides till 
sunset, when die Oemiar:.-; were iorecd 10 give way, and were pursued till dark. They 
left their two iiele -pieces behind, and a ennsidcrabic namber were made prisoners. They 
retreated in the best manner they could, :mprovh:;r ike advantages of the evening and 
night, to winch alone their escape was ascribed. 

" In these aciions ;ke Americans took A brass lie id -pieces, 1'ii brass arums, 250 dragoon 
swords, 4 ammunition wagons, and abent 71)0 prisoners, whh ilieir arms and accoutre. 
men Is :— 207 men were fr.nul tie id upon lie- spe.i, the numbers of wo. aided were, unknown. 
The 'lost of ike Americans was bm suuh ; 11: t were slain, and r.beti; -l'-> were wo:.nded," 
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11. Dutch Church in Mount. Pleasant, fyc. 

The famous Sh'epi/ Hollow, the noted location described in the 
" Sketch Book" by Washington Irving, is situated in the south part of 
this township, near Tarrytown; it is a long ravine of 2 or 3 miles, 
through which a road passes on which is situated several romantic 
dwellings. 



■" - " ■ ■ 





Ancient Dutch church. 

The above is a northwestern view of the old Dutch Reformed 
church situated in the .southern port of this town, about a mile north 
of the place where Andre was taken in Tarrytown. It is believed 
(o be the oldest church now standing iti the state. A tablet placed 
on the church bears the inscription, "Erected and built by Frederick 
Philips,* and Catharine Van Cortland!, his wife, in 10SI9," The pulpit 
and communion table were brought from Holland at the time of the 
erection of the church. The building has latterly undergone some 
repairs internally and externally, by which it has lost considerable 
of its venerable appearance. Unfortunately, the pulpit has not es- 
caped the hand of modern Innovation, but the communion table 
still remains unchanged, a venerable relic of a former age. This 
church and vicinity has been made celebrated by living's well-known 
" Legend of Sleepy Hollow?' 

" The sf q; ;om c red -':\!<ui";i of k.l= t-lmrtb," s;iys the aiiikor of diis k-."/nd, :1 seem always 
to have made u a. favorite bn'.mt of '.roubkd spirit. Ii. sLaiuis on a kmjll suri-oirvdi'd by 
locust trees niirl loiiy t: Lsiip, from fii'.nii; whicd Is dri- ttdiili-wr.-bcd walls thine mod- 
estly furili likf! Ci::-irri;in pirky 01 a:nin;{ ihoaich the- siiuco.-i of n.4;rou<:u'. A gomk; sLkipe 
descends from it lo a silver skoei of water, border-; ;.l by I'ieli Irccs, between which, peeps 
may he caught Lit the blue liills of ike Hudson. To look 1131.3:: ilt g:n^ -grown yard, where 
ihe, sunbeams; setm in sleep so qnicik-, one woukl think tr.at t:;crc «; least lisc dead might; 
rest in peace. On one side of the church extends a wide woody dell, along w;dch iaves 
a [ui-^e hinoi; a;;w;;;_- broken rocks and trv.nk? •.•! f.dlen tvco¥. Over a deep Wad; part of 
die s'.ream, no! far from tin; ckuree., was formerly drrowu ;i woodim bridge ; the toad ihil 
led to it and the briikc itself were ducky shailce :<y overhanging i,-ee-, whicli uusl a gloom. 
about it even in t;;e daytime, but occasioned a fearful oaikne-:s at night." 
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13. Deception -pracllsnd upon Sir James leu.. 

"A serious alarm, ora-raled by some amusing ootisocueiicrs, occurred in Hay, 181--1, 
win':) Sir James Yen, with n !!• el of ihirt--.cn vessels of various sites, appeared off the mouth 
of (lie Gtnoseo, three icnin-V iae di-irueiian of ike rude in])jiijv-.::nL':itb in arid around Ro- 
chester. Me53c.tiKtji-.ii were uospnii iiud in 'i:: mso iho people in ibc -iimjutiun;; couniry fur 
defence agaiiisi the three Icucd a!;ack. There wore then l.iui diiriy.akree pi op-lo in Rotjli ti- 
ter capable of bearing arms. This little liand throw- up a broils! work ea'.ieil Fort Bender, 
Hear the Deep Hollow, beside tnu Lover I-'ully, and Intrried dawn lo Hie juiiclLori of the 
Genesee nnd Lake On'siri-i, live miles iionh of the prosen: city iimiis, wdicro the enemy 
threatened to hind ; !-.-a villi; behind iliem 1 wo old mori, with sumc young lads, Lo remove 
the women and children into lite woods, in ease die British shc-iild a::cotpt to land for the 
capture of the provisions and dcattQetion of the bridge a' ficohosi.er, .Vc. Francis Brown 
and Fliaha Ely ;uei.-u as captains, and Isaac W. Same as rnupj-r of lilt Rochester forces, 
which were sirengleoucc hy :..c add ;i i- -re- dial could lie math.-. iV-.-in mis tiiinly-se tried region. 
Though ;he nqiiiptr.en.s ami cisciphnc oj'ihosc -roops would ool. I'orm a brjfintii. picture roi 
a warlike eyt, 'heir very avkviirdiK -s in thoie points coupled as it was -.villi th-.ir satiati'v 
and courage, accanioksbci! si hut perhaps dian could have beer. : moled by a larger force 
ul' regular rroops be dime tied vilh tin.: trappi-igs c-i uuillaij' pomp. The militia thus hastily 
collccSed, veto marc-led and coiimorniaroliod, disappearing in die "nods at one point and 
suddenly emerging elsewhere, so as lo impress the enemy vhii '.he belief that the force 
collected for deiema.: was far greater domic actually vas, (The CLia-urns-tatices here related 
am substantially as ttienlioned to 'die waiter hy one vho was then and is now a resident 
of I'.ocliostor.) An olhYi-r vilh a llug of truce vas s-.nt from llie Briiish fleet. A niililia 
i :■ r E i . : . ■ i- marehi ti down, woli l<ii of tin: mo-', soldierlike men, to ia coivo hiin an Liijhi house 
Point. These militiamen carried I; oir guns as heady upiigiit a;, might lift eonsisleu' villi 
their plan of lifting ready for notion by keeping ludd of die liiggers ! The .lirilisli officer 
was astonished : he ' looked unutterable ciijiigs.' * Sir,' stud ho, ■ do you receive a Hag of 
tract under arms, witii cocked ivi.-VL/'-rs':" ' llxcasc nit. , ciiiLft lt.t , sir ; we backwoodsmen 
are net well verged in military laci-os,' replied die American olbeer, v,-lio promptly sought 
to roe lily bis error hy ordering hi-.- men io ' gromi'I arms." Tho Jli-iiuti was s'di ntoro as. 
tonished [ and, a tier dciivt.i.ug a brief moss-ago. iiumtdiaiely ilcpurlcd for ilie fleet, indieat. 
irii; by his (■ou:ilijivineft a sv.-]iieion that die iiiLoranee of taoiies vhii.ii be. had witnessed 
was all feigned for die occasion, ?o as to tieeeiyc die l!r;tis:i commodore into a snare ! 
Shortly afterward, on 'he samn day, anorlur officer ean-e ashore- vidt a flag of truce for 
further parley, as die .li-idsh were evidently l.oo fu^fikioai- of' slraiaiLem to atiempl. a iioslilo 
] n: mliLi^.- if there vas any possibili'y of eompiiani.-irii: for loo siioi ■■.. Cap!. Francis Hrown 
was deputtti vilh a guard lo recoivi; the las- das "'' '-'iieo. The riiLti^h oiiieer looked sus- 
piciously upon him mid u pun h's guard ; and, after sumo coir.ersulion, rVmilrariy fraspod 
llie pan! a loon 5 of (.'apt. 11, ub-.ial. die kiu.-e, reaiarvl-.g, as ':.<■. ii roily handied it, ' Your cloth 
is too good to be spoiled by such a bunding tailor ;' alkieing io die width and clumsy a:., 
peel of that f.urmont. Brown va*. quickwitted, as vt 11 iis resolute, and replied jocosely, 
that 'he was prevr tiled from iJjtsslul' fusldonaiily l:y :.\- t.usio liiar nii-rning to siiln'e such 
disLin^Liished vis/cLS 1' Too flrLl-iLi ohviously ii-iugi-ied ilia" Bti.uvn vas u regular oiiieer 
of liie American army, whose regimeiiLais vere masked 1-y elumsy ovt.rclodies. The pro- 
position was llioti tuiLtJo, thai, if iho Amoricans would t'.i liver u|i tin- pro-. isiosis and military 
stores whieh niLgh: bo in and a-.OULid R.-.i-riesior or t'biii-o'te. Sir .'fames \'no would spare 
due seitleiiioiiis i'nun etstruodoii. ' Will you comply wLiii tin:- oll'er ',' ' Jiiijiid kitec-tleep 
first ." was the enrdiade reply of I'Vantis Brown. 

"While this parley was in pro^Lv.ss, an Ameriorai olFici-r, villi bis s-alf, returning from the 
Kiagara frorilior-, w:is aceLiionlully si-en p-L-s'-r.!' ir-ini one v.-tH.-led -i.-int to another; and 
this, widr olber i:ireuiu- : a::ois, alibrdud 'o liie liritisii ' eonfirmaliotl slrmig' thntdieir suspi- 
cions were veil fa elided ; I bin there was a considerable Arutriuati army collected; and that 
tho Yankee oii!-:i i- -.liliiillli ;l iguoraiieeiar die puri.-oso ;.u inlrappui!,' ashore llie eouniiodore 
and his forces 1 The return of ibe last Hag io -lie lie- ; was fo'loved by ;; vigorous attaek in 
bombs and balls, vhih- tLLe ceiuplinien* vas L-;i;ri:-:iL.y ra turned, not willi-ai: some eile-et on 
at least one of iho r-s.-i-'s, by a rusty o.d si\.pou:idi -■, w'iiieh bad been furbished and mount 

fd on a log for the imporia ocusion. Aiitr a. few hours spent in diis una v ailing maimer. 

A.dmiral Yeo run down lo lV.ujiieyville, aboui iweui.y miles ens-ward of Ccnesee river, 
where, on learning :;o\; lacy had been outwi'ied and deierret] tioni landing by such a 
handful of niililia, their mortilitalion eo.d-.l searei l.y leslrain ad hands from a hearty laugh 
at the ' Yankee trick.' " 
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1 3. David Williams, caplor of Andre. 

David Williams, the eldest anil last survivor of the captors of An- 
dre, was born in Tarry town. October 21sl, 1151, and was of Dutch 
descent. He died at Broome, Schoharie Co., and was buried with 
military honors at Livingstonville. 

" In Uiu fall of IS'iO, the corporation of the city of Xow York st'iit :-.n in vita I /en, by a 
special messenger, to Mr. William*, to be present si? ii sjuui't at the Celebration of the 
FreEich lie volution, lit' Mil-, with kk'.oeb C.'ro.-liy, another hero of '70, and two others, 
drawn in an elegant carriage at the head of ;i.o pri cession, a1 traotdn ; much attention, hb 
tin; v.-riter well remembers. While hi tin? city, he visited with tin- mayor and other 
distinguished citizen.-, theatre , p'd.dic schools, the navy yard, .ire., at all of which be was 
a welcome sracst. At one 01 the schools u silver cup was presented to him, and at an- 
other a silvcr-hemlod cane, tho stem uf -.vIjU-ji sit in in I e iVi.m a p:a" (.f a cheviiux-do-iYiso, 
used near West I'oint in the Revolution. He was also presented while en this visit with 
EU alegai I horse, oai riage, and haineiB In i he mayor. 

'■"Mr. Williams returned fromlvcv York in Dcociober, ?' on a f!er which he began rapidly 
to fail The excitement attending his visit li:i-:i no doubt been too great for one of his 

age and retired habits .lie continued L-raduallv in waste away until sunset 

on Tuesday, tin; '2d day of August, 1SS1, when lie t'spiii d without a struggle or a groan." 

1"4. Execution of a Deserter at Greenbush. 
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Remains of the Barracks at Greenbush, 1840. 

The United States cantonment, now in ruins, was erected here 
during the late war, on a commanding eminence 2 miles SSE. of 
Albany. It consisted of very extensive wooden ba tracks for soldiers, 
officers' quarters, &c, &c., calculated for the accommodation in 
winter quarters of 5,000 men. 

The annexed account of the execution of a deserter at this place 
during the late war, was written by an officer of the United States 
army. It is shockingly minute in its details. 

" In 1814, I was stationed with a detachment of Unhid States troops at Greenbush, in 
the state of New York. One morning several prisoners, confined in the provnst guard, 
house, were brought out to hear the .sentence which a court. martial had annexed to their 
do.iineuciieics read on purae'e. Their appearance indicated that their lot. had already hocn 
sdneiimtly hard. Some, woie marks of long conh'ncmonl, and on nil, die severity of tho 
prison-house had cnsUimpcd hs impression. They looked dejected at this public exposure, 
and anxious to leiim their fate. I had never seen the face of any of them before, and only 
knew that a single one of them hud hoi n ndpidmd ro demh. Boon ils their named were 
called and their sentences announced, 1 disjccr.vt d by :;:« ;^ony and gestures the miserable 
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man on whom that sentence was So fall ; a maa i:i the bloom of yottih and the hfjncss of 
health iind vigor. 

"Prompted by feelings .:■!' r=yi: 1)1 ■ i"l lv, I fa"' d ncxi morning to sec liim in prison. There, 
chained by the lei; So lite beam obtko giniri.l-nousc, he "'as reading -it- bible, trying to pre. 
pare himself, as hi. said, for the fatal bo-.;;, 1 learned from him ibo circumstances of his 
case. He was ll.o fhtlic-r oi' a ibmily ; having a wife and ihrce yrnmtr children, thirty or 
forty miles distant from the camp. [lis crime was desert ion, of which bo had been three 
times gtti If y. His only oivci.'! in leaving the or.mp, i:i liic hi:-', instance, was 10 visit ills wife 
and children. Having seen that all was well with them, it was ins intention to return. But 
whatever was his intention, ho was a deserter, ami its snch taken and brottgitt into the 
camp ; managed, .and under lite gui-ril of his fclkiw-sohiicis. Tin:: time between the sen. 
lelioe and its execution was brief; tiic. nitliiority in whom aio:io was vested the power of 
reprieve or pardon, distant. Thus he had no hope, and only reoacstcci the attendance of a 
minister of the gosyv.-:, anil pi iniiseion to sec i.:* wile and children. The iirsl par! oi" bis 
roip;esr was granted, but whether he was pcimilied or not to sr:e his family, I do not now 
remember. 

" i)rcaiin;g the hour of his ex' emion, 1 resolved, if yiO.SMbie, 10 avoid beir.g present at tke 

scene. But the commander of the post, Col. L , sen! me an express, order to attend, 

that agreeably to the usages of the army ] might, in my oll'.cial eayiaeily of surgeon, see 
the sentence lolly executed. 

" The poor follow was taken from the guard.housc to be eseeuted if die fatal spot. Tie- 
fore him was his cuiku ; a box of r,r-..:j:i pine boards — borne on the shoulders of two men. 
The prisoner stood with bis arms pinhoicd, between tvai clergymen ; a while col ton gown, 
or winding-sheet, reached !o bis t'oi-1. It. was trimntfd witii black, and haci attached to it 
over die place of the real he-air, Ibe bbie.k image of a iie.r.rt ; the mark a', which the execu- 
tioners- were to aim. On his head was a cap of v. kite, also trimmed wiiii black. His coun. 
reliance was blanokt d to tiie- into of his winding-slice:, fir.'! hi- frame trembled with agony. 
He seemed resniicit, however, to sutler Use a soldier, lie'iiud him v. ere a number of prison- 
ers, confined for various oiibnecs ; next to them was a strong guard of sohijers, with fixed 
bayonets and loaded muskets. My station was in the rear of the whole. 

" Our procession das fori nod. and wiih mr;ch lei ling and in low voices on rhe part of I ho 
oflkets, we moved forward wiib skov and measured stops to tin; time of the deuth rn.jn.7i, 
(liosliu Castio,; played with muliled dt.tins and mourning lifos. The. scene was solemn 
beyond the powers ef doseription. A man in the vigor of life ir-'C'-.-Wcg in his grave ; to the 
tune of his own deadi-iuiu-eh, ehnhr.d in bis imrial robe-, surroinulei! by friends assembled 
to perform the las! sad oii'iees of ail'eeiioti, ar.il to weep over him in the last sad hotir: no, 
not by these, but by soldiers with bristling bayonets artel loadcti mnske's, urged by stern 
command to do the violence of tior.lh to a fi liow.soiilier ; as he surveys die multitude, he 
beholds no look of tenderness, no 'ear of sensibility ; he hears no plaint of grief; all, all is 
stern as the iron rigor of Ibe !nw which decrees his death. 

" . . . . Amid reflections like these, we arrived at thn place of execution, a largo open 
field, in whose, centre a heap of carta, freshly i brown tin, marked tiro spot of the deserter's 

grave. On this field rhe whole fore; then al the cni'ior. :, amounting to many hundred 

men, was drawn op in die form of a Imilaw square, wild ibo side li-.-y.-r.il the grave, vacant. 
The executioners, eight in number, had been drawn by lot, No soldier would volunteer 
for such a duty. Their mussels hud been charged by the officer of the day; seven of thcln 
with ball, the eigluh with pew b.r a'one. Tims prepared rlny were piaeed together, and 
each executioner tabes his choice. Tims each may be lie w thai he has the blank cartridge, 
and therefore has no bant! in the death uf bis brother soldier ; striking indications of the 

"The coffin was placed yairallel wiiii the grave, and about two feet distant. In the 
intervening space the prisoner was dire clot! in stand. He desired ytormissioii to say a word 
to his fciiow -soldi, is ; mill thus standing between ids cufim ami his grave, warned them 
against, desertion, cuniiuVihig r o speak e.nlil the- elhcer iiu ilmy, with bis watch in his hand, 
announced to him in a low voice. ' Two o'clock, your 'jss\ moment, is at hand ; yon musi 
kneel upon your coffin.' This done, the officer drew dowi: rhe while cap, 90 as to cover 
the eyes and most of the face of die. prisoner— still continuing to speak in a. hurried, loud, 
and agil.a.ted voice. The kneeling was die signal for ihe executioners to advance. They 
had before, til avoid being tiistiugeisheii by he prisoner, stood in lerndnglcd wiiii tire soldiers 
wdio formed liie line. They now eauic forward, lu.arohk.g ahron-t, and loos their stand it 
little to the left, about two rods ciis-aul from their living mark. The orncoi raised his 
ewoid. At this siirual. the exi-:i:uti"ne-'.s took aim. .fie dun rurve a blow on a drum which 
wasathand; the excoiniormrs all fired at die same iu~-a.nr. The miserable man, with a 
horrid scream, leaped from the earth, and fell between his cofiin and his grave. The s-er. 
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geant of (he gi.ir.nl, a moment after, shin him through do 1 head wkh a musket resent 'm 
tliis purpose in ctise lite ctr-en! !i'.--. = r~ b.dei. 1.1 i round.! ir.siaut death. The sergeant, ism 
motives of humanity, beiti lite muzidc of Ids rnuskel near lilt' head ; so near that r'uc cap 
took fire ; and there me body lay Bjinn the face ; llio head etnilimg : lie mingled fumes of 
burning cotton and burning hair. O war, dreadful evsn in thy tenderness ; horrible even 
in thy compassion ! 

'' 1 was desired 1.0 perforin my pari of the ceremony ; and placing my hand where jiiat 
before the pulse heal. fu'.i, and lac life lioivcd wsnii, a:id liudiag no snnpiom of eilher, I 
affirmed, he is dead. The line i.ho:i marched ny die bony, lis ii lay upon the earth, the 
head sdil smokuig ; that every i;::in might behold far hknse!:' 'lie faie of a deserter. 

" Thus fiir, all had [)■. en dreadful indeed, line solemn, as ii became h.c sending of a spirit, 
to ii? dread accomr. ; but now :i.e sci no changes. Cite v.-.tok band struck up. and with 
uncommon aininanon, inn- uaiiotu; air, (Yankee l).:-:n!h-,} and io 1:= licely measures y.e 
were hurried back to our parade pound. Having acen (bsu: ; H?oil, the ouuiiiiandfir of the 
post sent an invitation in ail il:e oiucors to ireel a I Id? o'taricts, whiter we repaired, and 
were (reeled to a glass of gin and water. Thus *hi a meianch'.dy 'r igcdy ended in what 
seemed liitle better than a farce ; a mi:- specimen, li.e former of die dread severity — the 
latter of die mora: sensibilities v.-bioh proi-ail in the camp." 

up of the steam-frigate Fulton. 

The following account of tho blowing up of llie uleam-frigate Ful- 
ton at the navy-yard in this place, June 4th, 1829, was written on 

the morning niter the explosion: 

" The I'ldlon has ever since too war heon occupied as a rceciviug ship, and wa= moored 
within two hundred yards of i.lu.' shore. The magazine was in llie how of the ship, and 
contained at the time of the explosion but three linrreis of damaged powder. The explo- 
sion was nnt louder than thai produced by the discharge of a -ui'de cannon; and many 
personam the n u vy. yard suppo-a.d tiio report to have proceeded I'noa such a source, until 
(hey saw the immense ooittmri of smoke arising frem the vessel. Others about the yard 
saw (he masts rising i:uo the air before i-ie explosion, and immediately aiier, the air was 
lilled with fragments of the vessel, ft is not a lurk: remarkable, that a midshipman who 
was, at the time of die tiecicont, asleep on hoard of the frigate United States, within two 
hundred yards of the i'tdton, "'as net at all dis-nrbed l.iy die report of the explosion, and 
was not aware of the occurrence, until lie was told of it after he awoke. 

"The Fulton is a complete wrack; die bow being destroyed nearly ro the water, and the 
whole of this immense vessel, whose shies were more than four fee; Illicit, and all othsi 
parts of corresponding slrrnelk — 'is now lying an eiuiro heap of rums, hurst asunder in all 
parts, a;rd agroutto at die spot where she was moored. Aldiough she was but 300 yards 
from the navy-yard, and many v ssels near her, not one of ibom received the least dam. 
ace ; nor was the bridge which led from the share to the f'ul'a.m a! all injured. The sen- 
tinel upon (he bridge deceived no woamd whatov. r, and continued to perform his duty after 
the accident, as unconr-eraed as ilic-tit'ji nothing nee Imp]'" ned. Tin; sentinel on board the 
ship was less fortunate, and eseaped v. idi merely (a light accident on sncli occasions! a 
broken leg. There were attached to the Fallon, by the roll of tiie snip, 143 persons; and, 
at the time of the explosion, ihero were supposed 10 have been on board the vessel about 
sixty persons. 

1: Ir happened foriv.nahdy thai si.vy-l>. o mci:, io:nic:ly eMua'ccd to the frigate, were drafted 
on Tuesday, anil hrul proceeded to Norfolk -o form part of loo crew of tnc frigate Constel 
lation, then on the eve of departure tor a foreign station. The hand, 1 1 in number, were 
on shore. This driatli.l accident was occasioned by the gunner's going nilo lue magazine 
to procure powder to fire die evening pun. lie was charged by one of the officers pre- 
viously Io ins going below, to he careful ; and soon after, the explosion took place. We un- 
derstand that "he was a man between tii'ty ami sixty years of age, and hadjus: been ap- 
pointed to that oHicc ; die obi gunner having 1 i ili c , i e tin cay before. He was de. 

sired by Lieutenant Bice ken ridge Io bo cautious with die light, and to place it in the loea. 
Sion invariably provided for it, on such occasions, via. behind a reflecting glass in the parti 
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Hon, through which the ra>" of light, are thrown, "it is s\:ppo'cci he had been careless in 
(his particular, and that having carried flic caudle into the mrewinc, some of .Is sparka 
were comttimiiefLtcd to the powder : but as lie is aniens me dead, nothing certain on this 
ooint can ever be known. Lir.uienani lin'l s:ale;.. liiai die unci -sat) iu-<: caul ions laid been 
taken for opening the magazine, and a sentinel placed af. ;itc natch before lie left the deck, 
and that after being in l' t : ward room sonic twenty minutes lira f.x;-,li;s=ion took place. 

"At the time of die explosion, the officers wen; lining in the ward room. The lady of 
Lieutenant Breckenridge, and tire con or' fact ice am i'l:i!t, a lad ahum, nine years old, were 
guests, and one account say? both wive shspilly wannaied. Another account says, Lieuten. 
ant Mull, who was silting mm to the son of Licctettam Piatt, with, great presence of mind, 
caught held of him nut.; placed dim in one of the puri.htdes, by winch means he escaped 
uninjured. Lieuienani i'ltei had rciurneti only yesterday morning, having been absent one 
niondi on leave. Commodore Cha'.mccy, with :c.c coime.uuocr of die ii-igutr;, C;ip":iin Now, 
ton, left, her only a IV.w minutes btiore liic- explosion — ihc former having been on hoard on 
a visit of inspection. 

" The escape of nli.i.lshi emim I'lcld'ord seems to have hee;i almos' miraculous. When 
Commndore Chauricoy Iwim was one of the first ro lTaeh the vessel got on board, the first 
object he saw was yunii" hie blind hangug by one of bis hie; be -ween ibo (rim-deck, whither 
lie had been forced" by the explosion. A jaek.screw wais immediately procured, by means 
of wiiii [i ihc deck was rakieo ami he was extricated from his ;■ e- v L '■.■■.; s situation. 

" The room in which die ofi'iceis were dining v. as si man il aboir midships. The whole 
company at the table were ierecd, l;y die ouncitssuni, aeaius d.c transom wi'h such violence 
as to break their limbs, and otherwise cut ami iiruise ■. L ■.■ 1 1 1 in a shocking manner. 

11 The magazine was situated in the bows of the vessel. Tins part of the ship, as may 
well be imagined: c; complete:!;,- dcmalished. Iran id the ship remains as complete a wreck 
as probably was ever b.Jield, The bcilc-rs brougham appear r.i have bei n perfectly rotten, 

Many of the guns were thrown overboard, 1 some of them {of large dimensions; hung 

as i: were by a hair. 

" The bodies of the dead and wormicd were brought ot: shore as soon as circumstances 
would permit. The former, after being recognised, were put into coffins. The latter were 
carried to the Imspjnil .-.A' die navy-yard and every attention paid to them. The bodies of 
the dead were shormngly mangled ; their features ills tor i.e. d, and so much blackened, that 
it was d iTicuh to n coipiisc them. 

" Commodore Chauncey and the officers of the staiitui were on hoard the wreck, after 
the explosion, ifivbe; directions to remove lb' sca-tered limber, m order that a. search might 
take place for sttcli In.idies as might be hurii d in die r.mis. 'i'lie tic; heins; at the ebb, im- 
mense rpianlities of the fiagmenTS .if the ship tloiitcd down in front of die city, and hun. 
dreds of small bout's were seen husiiy engaged in securing them. 

*• What is a very tenia rka.bie c.jrcimistanc.e, alihou;:li i-ovrrtd of the persons at dinner in 
the ward room escaped with Iheir lives, 0.111.! same of loom rmicjureil, nut a vestige of the 
table, chairs, or any of too furniture in liie iojiii remains. Kvery thing was blown to atoms. 

"The Fulton was built with two keels, or rather was in fact two 
boats, joined together by the upper works. The sides were of im- 
mense thickness, and the whole frame was, when built, probably the 
strongest of the kind ever constructed. Bufthe timbers had now be- 
come very rotten, and the whole hulk was, as it were, kept together 
by its own weight. It is supposed that the rotten sSrue of the vessel, 
making her timbers give way easily, rendered the destruction greater 
than ii she had been new and sound. 

"Midshipman F.eldbvd was standing in the starboard gangway, and 
was strangely tumbled to the inside, instead of being blown out upon 
the platform. He was then caught under one of the beams, where 
he hung fast by one leg. 

" While he hung in this painful condition, not a groan, nor a com- 
plaint, nor a word of supplication escaped him. His cheek was un- 
blanched, and his features composed, while he held on to the beam 
with his arms to keep his head up. 

" Attempts were made to raise the beam, but there was such a mass 
of materials above, that no muscular force could move it. In this 
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emergency, Commodore Cliatmeey, witn great promptness, ordered 
the jack-screw to be brought from the shore. This took time, and it 
was not then the work of a moment to apply it, and bring it into ac- 
tion. An hour went by, ere the youth was extricated ; and yet not a 
single murmur of impatience was heard from his lips. His only 
words were in direction or encouragement to those who were aiding 
him — exclaiming from time to time, ' Ibi.rra my hcarlies !' ' There it 
moves!' His only reproof was to the sailor, who, when the beam 
was raised, attempted, rather rudely, to withdraw the fractured limb, 
The sailor supported him whilst he performed the office himself. 

" The whole number of killed was thirty-three, including Lieuten- 
ant Breckenridge and the three women. Twenty-nine were reported 
as wounded, but there were many more who were slightly injured. 
Nearly every person on board received at least a scratch. 

"The greatest part of the mischief was done by the force of the 
fragments and splinters. These were driven into every part of the 
ship. Captain Newton, who commanded the ship, employed all the 
force he could spare, to clear the wreck, and find the bodies of the 
unfortunate sufferers. Twenty-four were taken out of the ruins at 
the time, but some of the others were not found till a considerable 
time after. One was found horribly mutilated, and drifted ashore on 
Staten Island. Another got fastened to a beam, and was picked up. 
Two were picked out of the water near the wreck." 



16. Murder of II. Barber in Chittenango. 

The murder of Robert Barber, by Lewis Wilber, on the line of the 
Erie canal in this town, August 30th, IS!}", caused a great sensation 
m this part of the country. Robert Barber was from Coleraine, in 
the northern part of Massachusetts, fmd was a man of respectability, 
and in easy circumstances. He was a widower of upwards of fifty 
years of age, and had children arid numerous respectable relatives in 
Coleraine. He left home on the 38th of August, for the purpose of 
marrying a lady residing at Onondaga, N. Y. On his journey to 
Utica he became acquainted with W'ilher, who was about 21 years 
of age, a native of Saratoga, N. Y. This person was of a low and 
vicious character, and in the habit of thieving from his childhood. 
The following account of the murder is from a pamphlet published in 
Morrisville in 1839. 

" At Utica, Wi'.ber Brat <?j; terminer! ihe thm-jlit of murdering the old man. For tint 
object, or any simih: ;:m.-, In- y,:.ir::.i~:-ii i; crj.iurj.iii H(ioi-.!;;'.]]"e, :i- lit =;iid,— -but such a one 
as ia often called a bread-knife, with a sharp point find a tin-nod wooden handle ; it eost eigh. 
leen pence. This he wrapped in a paper, ariti cntrifid ii in a pocket in the skirt of his coat, 

" Sometime towards cveniiisr of Hit same day, (ihe SStfc,} they both took a line boat to 
go west, of which Edwin II, M.'.-igor was explain j the name of the boat hs could not re 
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collect. Night coining fi'i, they lodged togclhcr in die same berth. Little of interest oil., 
curred during the |. is:.agc imiil iiiotiiiiik-, when they sirrivci! vary early Lit UiiiT'* Tavern, 
on the canal, in chilhvnn, about three miles cane n> the Chiss'sssiisgo Landing. There, the 
boat having stnppest, Wiibor and his companion (fi,r they liad by this time become consid. 
eruldy acquainted, ;uui ihc old gr.siileman familiar *vitb him) stepped off from the, boat, 
went kilo tin' ho.i-r, and drank something ai she liar '.hat tb.av called for, which was handed 

" They then walked along; ihc tow-path So Lee's Jjruli'e i'sn called,) ukouf eighty rods 

west, and had pimo c.mvi.rsniion aboa; going on lent to Chili'! iro fiimdusg ; nnd as the 

suesgrsSion ofWilbcr, ihey crossed over J.,., >■'..: Ihhiaa , ar.d sook a westerly dircesioi! in ihc 
hiJfivvay leading io Chiilouniigo Landing. They passed the crutch of the toad Shut leads 
oil' towards Gaiirsas'ai'a, and tumssig wesS, wc.m on beyond all ihc houses anil building.?. 
When they reached die less open field on the right, before entering the woods, Wilbur m. 
formed the old gentleman that ii would lessen she ilisinricn to turn to the risdit from the 
road, and cross iljo woods in that dnoribei. 'Hi i siccordira.dy ,-;oi over the fence, and 
walked in the dirccsiou of dm wood', which iliey sa m ■--:-:= c -■■:-■ ■ u-.,d i uuvfih In the direc. 
tion they were (ravelling ai the lime, the woods, where ihey entered i!;rai, were about 
i.i.vty rods from tiio highway, liin.l the distance *luo'.sgh ihc woods 10 ihc canal (towards 
which they were gobia 1 at an angle of rdiont forty -fsvc degrees So She gcne.-al touise of the 
canal.) must bo not far from a quarier nf a mile. 

" When ihey arrived ai: rho place where ike body of the obi i-enf email was subsc'p.seuSly 
band, ;eigi:'eou or Iwen'y rods ilislmit from die eaoal,} Wiibor said he took from his 
jioeke' she knife belbrc dc.se ill" d, are n pis! d dial :.e cmsicd. which at the time was not 
eharged — and picseriling ihe pi.sSol so die old. gciillcinau, demanded of him his money, at 
the same time .showing iiim the knife. Here lie said hi: became nr.icii agitated, and appa. 
rcnr.lv more so than die old gentleman. The Inner dr.'lboiately took his pocket-book ironi 
a sliic.pockci in In.s eoa', and a perse fro in Ins paiiudooiis poakfit-.-snying at the same lime, 
' I did not thirds bast of you — 1. tl ouglil you "as u:y friend. * Wilber lb. n told him to throw 
down the pockesdiook and pssr.se, which he die. ' I was afraid so Sake Them up,' said lie, 
'and told him to lie down and hide las face, and no' look up I'm half an hour. 1 He then 
laid down in the same posh km in which he lay wlu.ci found, according ro the testimony of 
the witnesses. Here Willies' /csolved to lake ihc money and have linn. He took tile 
pocket-book ami psis'sc, and secured r.hem. Then, ssandiisg by ihc right side of ihc old 
gentleman, who lay on his face, wini Ins r'gul. hand under his eyes and his hat on his head, 
a second thought warned WQicr of ihc esirger of dcleHnn if the old ta-nlk-snan should 
live ; and thiowsng up ihe skirt of his enai, wilii u buck.. 1 am a. d sirokc he pl.sngcd the knife 
duo !ns body, near die hiit-li-honc and below the ribs. This he repcarod several iimes, 
He said dial from the lime lie s'rack rlie lbs; blow- wish ihe- knife, no sigr.s cf liie appeared. 
Indeed, he never moved from the o'iglua! pusisieii io which he laid down. 

" li.ii ilsis setaecj ;].:.>( cuoicgh. Tie dieu .ss e[iped u tew paces 10 Ihc west, sin tl thinking 
that by possibility hs viclliu migh: survive, In 1 picked up a. large s'ouo, soul npprcsicbing 
him as he lay, threw it ai Iiim, and it siruek his head. This he though! made ihe fracture 
in the skull above ihc h-l'i car. on the back of tbe head, v, bicli appeared when the body 
was iViund, ami also a similar corresponding hole in the hat. 

"In (■escribing this scene— which he did wash a giras ileal of siociiracy and minuteness— 
his feelings feiunculy <;vc reason his iirieraisei', uiai ihe lmrdeis of 1 is ihossglits choked him 
lo silcuee. lie would pause, as. is groan sissd veep ; nnil wdieu he spnkis ngaiii, it would be 
by esseiansailoiss assit sja'-ehi'sosis, accompaiised by lie sues I fjghbid icrishings, man id sslng 
tae greatest nienusl sutlia-iug. He declared dial if iho old ger.s'essioo had made. ;hn least 
s, he should have ileii, and left him uiiloiiched." 



Wilbcr after the murder procceclosd on to Eutfialo, and from thence 
to Cleavclfind, Ohio, where he was arrested in April, 1838. After 
Mr. Barber was missed by the captain of the boat, from which he 
went with Wi'iher, his trunk was kept on board through to Buffalo 
and back again to .Albany, where he saw a. notice respecting the dis- 
appearance of Mr. B. His suspicions now rested on Wilber as his 
murderer. Search was made far and near on the north side of Ihe 
canal ; this was in October, and the winter passed away without any 
discovery. In March, !.S;tS, ihu body was accidentally discovered, 
which immediately led to the apprehension of Wilber. He was ex- 
ecuted at Mon-isv'ilie.; October 3d, 1839. 
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17. Capture uf th i Spanish iSclioo-ncr A.mhlad. 

In the year lStJO quite a sensation was created on account of the 
visit and capture of a company of African slaves, within five or sis 
miles of the light-house on Mont auk Point, the eastern extremity of 
Long Island. They were taken by Oa.pt. Cedney of the U. S. Sur- 
veying brig Washington, and. earned into New London. The fol- 
lowing particulars were written by one of the officers of the brig: 

Ntw London, August 26, 1839. 

"While diis vo?.-e.! :•:?.--: souaaim' 'his dp.v bct'.veen Gaidmer's and Moiiliiuk Points, a 
schooner wii-secu !vivi ; r in-sbore elf ' 'i 1 1 i : .ii. -d I'liint, ",ruler <iicu;i is: ■ .■■■. #si susmcioiis us to 
aiilliori/e i.ifereiiiinl-eoiimiencau! ■ i educe l:j -a;, ml in, t-.i s'f w li.'.l was bar character : seeing 
Li iumibel hi' pooife on r h--.r beaci, wild i:jia end horses, and ;> beat pjssmg a.i and fro, it boat 
wad armed aiid r.ii ■-! >.i ' .v.. ii v, iiii an oiiieer to board Lev. On eomiug alongside, a iiaiuber of 
negroes wmie. diseovoreu en In.-,- deek, and iwemy or ihirly more were on the beach— -I wo 
white, men came loiw ei: .::.■: .■,;.::!!■ il ii, ■ .iui " ■ - ~ ■ ■ :■ l I :■'' die nilleer. d'ne. schooner proved to 
be tile ' Amrstiid,' ( iipeiiu lialiuaillucs, I ■■: .ill [he I l.a'.aanu, I mi [lid !o i.i iailajah. Poll Princi- 
pe, widi 51 blacks and le.o |!.i~!-:;.'.vi.j 1,11 le.a.i: : tiie iormcr. Mar nichl- afer liie}; were out. 
rose snd muidered die oi plain i-nd farce of [in- orc.v— diey dmn pick possession of (he vessel, 
widi the iulenlion of reimniusi to die eoa-T. of Africa. 1'edro Monle,z, passenger, and Jose 
Ruiz, owner of dm sieves mid ii pal* of dee rjiriro, were only s ived le aavi.ou.. '.':.•■ ve-.-el. 
After I J <;^ 1 1 1 Li' ehoal :in J.:i:.l linvf in dm ] la nan.;: ! ha in el. i'.e vessel »p> !-»ei>(] lur the I.-Ulid 
of i?l. Andrews, ii, a;- ;■ w ibi.-.lc.. ie---:i:an thence *iic weal teCrmn iv , w i ■ i ,■ . ,h* 
bid ill il supply of water. Ai'er ieavma la!- pi lee die vessel was Sleer i !■■ J ■■ ! i ', i lite/ 
for New Providence, die »'tr'ii'S heir." under die 1n411r.v-1.e1 ihat si 10 wis ^trenna; lor the 

OoaSt of Africa— tilci »u-;ji uol In.wnai.e period 1 1 1 ■ 1 la '■ r lia: pori, lilll anchored every 

nighl oil' tile coast. The scium-aii ei die w 1.1 v. :l ii; ■■. v. as 1 II i!i s ! J r 1 1 ■ . nnly ecplsraolc, be;n« 
Irea'.ed sviih liie «:;•- ales! seveihy. i'.iiii J.Vihii jdoiue/., wim iiad t-Jiiir.u*' of die ua.vieadon, was 
suQering fianii rw'o severe w-oimiis, on... mil the head aiai 0110 on flu; arm, loci, 1 lives bciriir 
(hrerdi.ned every insiant. ] i.e wa- ordered 10 ciiaugo 1 In- cooise a La in air die ecust of Alii en, 
tile negroes themselves stcerine be die sun ill lii ■ dav'line, will!'' el n'^l'l lie wouiii aicei'lbeir 
course so 11s ta briiii: dieui b.n : .; bi liieir c-iLied ])';n:e oi lif-iiinilani, " They remained <h::-c 
days oil' Tama; [-Lllii. lo the e..-LwaLi.' of I'ro'eiia.aite. aiier w iiicli lime dmy leere two mouihs 

o;f die oeeiiii, sometiines =i.eoriiiL 'o liie oasrwaal, i .. inna-: i.rea^ion would permii, 

l.iie wbn.es won!;] aller (he course to die inuiliwind aui.l westv.and, idways m holies of 'idling 
in wlrii some yetsel of war, or iadnir euablai 1.0 r-.:<, jnio seme jaait, when '.hey would be re- 
fe'.'-a from dear horrid sitnalion. 

"Several limes :l:ey were lioardeii by vi-sels ; oi:ee: by an Auicreari schooner from 
Kingston ; on liicso oeensions dm wiiites wen: oi'dereci lieiow, while tiie negroes comrriu. 
nieii led and iraded wiih dm vessels ; dm se'aoom 1 lioni Kin^sTon .supiiiiiil liiein with a dc. 

niijehn of water for die mode; saoi of one douiaoiai— ['uis sehooner, vvl.ose name was noi 

asccimiimii, finding thai tiie nos'ims Inn! ]i'euiy of 1110.11 y, remained Jeslmd air.eifrside Ine 
' AmLstaii' ibr twe.ar.-faur baiiri, dioiitl. iboy in us! 1 1 live been 11 ware i bin ail was mil rigid 
on board, and jiriiliaiily snsiieetod ihi: ehsree'er of the yessei — dii.-i veas on the cigidccnlh 
of die present inou'li ; rbe vessel was s'errrd M tiie nortiiward raid wcsrwai'd, und on dip 
QQdi insian*, (iistam from j\cw York 2.j ualrs, da: pibii-boiit. Kn. .'I eame r.lon;»side. mill 
gave the negroes some apples. Skc w:i- also hnileii by i\"o. 4; "du-n die lattor bo.°.r eume 
near, Lbo negroes arr.i'd themseives und w. jald :io( period her to iiomd iliein ; tl my were 
so cxaspcra;ed wirli the iwo wiiites fi:r briiuinr; liitin so im.'eli on' of liieir way, thai they 
e.ipeeled every inoiiieu; in bo murdered, fin die 2-ldi L::.y inaiic Montauk iigiit, and 
sicercd Ibr it in die hope oi",rii;.iiiai': die vessel ashere, ba; ti:c lido drifn.d them up die hay, 
and they anchored wlu-ie dmy wevn ibi.ind by 1:10 Lriii WaslnriL'tcu, otf Culladen point. 

The nci;racs were found in conn dead 011 widi da. shore, wheie tia.y laid in a fresh supply 

of water, and were on lire poiui of sailing again fur die cause of Afiiea. Tlmy had a good 
supply of money, some of winch i: i- likiiy wa? e.ihe 1 by die, ]ieop!i. on dm beaoh. After 
liisu ruling mid scridhiii; diem on board Irjin liie beiieb, die lendei' iaanieil overboard wi:)i 
riiree. hundred diuilil 0011s aboii: imn, die (iro])cr'y of dm capiaiu, ali of wiiii.h be succeeded 
in losing frdiii his. person, :iud ihen saiimiiu d himself to bo cap lured. The schooner was 
taken in tow by tiie brig and earned into Xew London." 

The Africans were afterward taken to A"ow Haven ; and an inves- 
tigation was had before the United Mlaics court at Hartford. In 
January, 1S40, their case was tried before the United States district 
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court. Judge .liaison decided that they should be delivered up to 
the President of the United States to be sent back to Africa. The 
United Stales attorney having appealed from this decision, the case 
was referred to the Supreme Court, at Washington, which set in 
January, 1841. This court declined the freedom of the Africans. A 
number of persons in New Haven, Conn., where the captives were 
kept, interested themselves in their welfare, and gave them religious 
and other instruction, and soon after they were sent back to Mendi, 
their native country, where a promising mission is now established. 

IS. liuc/i'.-'l U'.(/ivi\ ihe. 'in/jinambulist. 

Perhaps the most remarkable case on record of devotional somni- 
um, so called, is that of -Miss Rachel Bilker of this town. A full his- 
tory of her case may be found in the Transactions of the Physico- 
Medical Society of New York, vol. I. p. 395. Rachel Baker was 
born at Pelham, Massachusetts, May 29, 1704. Her parents were 
pious persons, and early taught her the importance of religion. From 
childhood she appeared to possess a contemplative disposition; but 
her mind was not vigorous, nor was she much disposed to improve 
it by reading. At the age of nine years she removed with her pa- 
rents to the town of Marcellus in the state of New York. From 
that time she said " she had frequently strong convictions of the im- 
portance of eternal things, and the thoughts of God and eternity 
would make her tremble." — In June, 1811, while on a visit to the 
town of Scipio, she was deeply ailected in witnessing the baptism of 
a young lady, and from that period was impressed with a stronger 
conviction of her own sinfulness, On her return to Marcellus, she 
endeavored to suppress her religions anxiety, but in vain ; her anguish 
of mind was fully depicted in her countenance. 

On the evening of the 28lh of November, while she was sitting in 
a chair, apparently asleep, she began to sigh and groan as if in ex- 
cessive pain. She had said a short time before that she would live 
only a little while, and as she now repeated the expression, her parents 
were apprehensive that, she was dying. This evening she talked 
incoherently ; but manifested in what she said, much religious concern. 
She continued almost every night talking in her sleep till the 27 Jan., 
1812. On that evening, soon after she had fallen asleep, she was 
seized with a fit of trembling, shrieked aloud and awoke in great 
terror. Horror and despondency overwhelmed her with the dread 
of a miserable eternity, and of her speedy and inevitable doom. But 
these agonizing feelings were soon succeeded by a calm; her mind 
became tranquil, and in her nightly devotions, which were now regu- 
lar and coherent, she poured forth a spirit of meekness, gratitude, and 
love. From this time the whole tenor of her soul seemed to be 
changed. She wa.s incapable of expressing her sentiments clearly 
when awake ; but her sleeping exercises were so solemn and im 
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pressive, that few who heard them doubted that they were the genuine 
fruits of repentance, piety, and peace. 

Dr. Mitchell, in describing Miss Bakers cu.se, Kays, "the latter 
of these remarkable affections of the human mind, {Somnium cum 
religions,} i. e. sleep with religion, belongs to Miss Rachel Baker, 
who for several years has been seized with somnium of a religious 
kind once a day with great regularity. Those daily paroxysms 
recur with wonderful exactness, and from Ions.' prevalence have now 
become habitual. They invade her at early bedtime, and a fit 
usually lasts about three quarters of an hour. A paroxysm has been 
known to end in 35 minutes, and to continue 98. The transition 
from the waking state to that of somnium is very quick, frequently in 
quarter of an hour, and sometimes even less. Alter she retires from 
company in the parlor, she is discovered to be occupied in praising 
God with a distinct and- sonorous voice. Her discourses are usually 
pronounced in a private chamber, for the purpose of delivering them 
with more decorum on her own part and wit.]! greater satisfaction to 
her hearers. She has been advised to take the recumbent posture. 
Her face being turned towards the heavens, she performs her nightly 
devotions with a consistency and fervor wholly unexampled in a 
human being in a state of somnium. Her body and limbs are mo- 
tionless, they stir no more than the trunk and extremities of a statue : 
the only motion the spectator perceives is that of her organs of speech, 
and an oratorical inclination of the head and neck, as if she was intently 
engaged in performing an academic or theological exercise. Ac- 
cording to the tenor and solemnity of the address, the attendants are 
affected with seriousness. She commences and ends with an address 
to the throne of grace, consisting of proper topics of submission and 
reverence, of praise and thanksgiving, and of prayer for herself, her 
friends, the church, the nation, tor enemies, and the human race in 
general. Between these is her sermon or exhortation. She begins 
without a text, and proceeds with an even course to the end, embel- 
lishing it sometimes with line metaphors, vivid descriptions, and poeti- 
cal quotations. There is a state of the body fell like groaning, sob- 
bing, or moaning, and the distressful sound continues from two 
minutes to quarter of an hour. This agitation, however, does not 
wake her; it gradually subsides, and she passes into a sound and 
natural sleep, which continues during the remainder of the night. In 
the morning she wakes as if nothing had happened, and entirely igno 
rant of the scenes in which she has acted. She declares she knows 
nothing of her nightly exercises except from the information of others. 
With the exception of the before-mentioned agitation of body and 
exercise of mind, she enjoys perfect health. In October, 1814, Miss 
Baker was brought to New York by her friends, in hopes that her 
somnial exercises, (which were considered by some of them as 
owing to disease,) might by 1 lie exercise of a journey and the novelty 
of a large city be removed. But none of these means produced the 
desired effect. Her acquaintances stated that her somnial exercises 
took place every night regularly, except in a few instances when 
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interrupted by severe sickness, from the time they commenced in 
1812. In September, 1816, Br. Sears, by a course of medical treat- 
ment, particularly by the use of opium, prevented a recurrence of 
her nightly exercises. 

19. Abduction of William Morgan. 

Batavia has acquired celebrity from its being the place from which 
William Morgan, was abducted in IS'JC, tor attempting to reveal the 
secrets of free, masonry. .Morgan, it appears, was born in 1774, in 
Culpepper county, Va. His occupation was originally that of a 
bricklayer and stone mason. He removed from Virginia in 1831, 
and went to York, U. C. ; from thence he removed to Rochester, 
From various misfortunes, be became quite reduced in his circum- 
stances, and in the summer of 1826 ho resided in the village of Bata- 
via. While here, he became connected with D. C. Miller, a printer, 
for the purpose of publishing a work disclosing masonic obligations, 
secret signs, &e. Morgan, it appears, was a royal arch mason ; and 
when the fact became known that bo was preparing a work to reveai 
the secrets of masonry, many of the masonic fraternity became much 
excited, and appeared determined to put an end to his disclosures. 
For this purpose, bis character was assailed in the public prints. In 
July, 1826, Morgan was arrested on a civil suit at Batavia, and gave 
bail ; he was afterward arrested and hurried to jail, without time 
being given him to procure bad, and search, was made at his lodgings 
for his papers on some pretended process, the sherhT in the mean 
time absenting himself. An attempt was afterward made to burn 
down Miller's printing office, where "Morgan's Book" was print- 
ing. 

On Sunday. Sept. 10th. application was made to J. Cbipman, .Ksq., 
a magistrate of Canaudaigua, for a warrant to apprehend Morgan for 
stealing a shirt and cravat, which it appeared afterward be had only 
borrowed. The warrant being issued, the constable at Canandaigua, 
attended by five other persons from that, place, immediately set out 
for Batavia, where they arrived in the evening. Early the next 
morning, (Monday,) Morgan was arrested and taken to the public 
house where the party had slept ; an extra stage-coach was procured, 
and the party left Batavia for Canandaigua. with Morgan in their cus- 
tody. Miller attempted to procure the release of Morgan just as the 
carriage was starting, but he was pushed aside, and the driver was 
urged to drive fast till he should get out of the county. Having 
arrived in Canandaigua, Morgan in the evening was taken before the 
magistrate who bail issued the warrant, and was by him examined 
and discharged. One of the party then immediately applied to the 
same magistrate for a warrant against Morgan for a debt of about 
$2, which he said had been assigned to him by a tavern keeper. 
Judgment was entered against Morgan for $2.69, debt and costs, 
and an execution immediately issued. Morgan took off his coat, and 
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offered it to the constable to levy upon for the debt. The constable 
declined receiving it, and Morgan was committed to the Canandaigua 
jail the same evening, where he remained till the evening of the next 
day. 

On the 12th of Sept., about 9 o'clock in the evening, the wife of the 
jailer, at the request of the plaintiff in the execution, consented to let 
Morgan out of the prison. As he was leaving the jail steps, he was 
violently seized by two persons ; he struggled, and cried " murder," 
a number of times. Two other persons now came up, one of whom 
stopped Morgan's outcry by thrusting a handkerchief, or something 
similar, into his mouth. At a signal given by one of the party, a two- 
horse carriage now drove up ; two of the party thrust Morgan into 
the carriage, and then got in themselves. This carriage arrived in 
Rochester about day-dawn the next morning. Another carriage 
was procured, and relays of horses were obtained. When the party 
arrived at New Fane, about 3 miles from Lockport, they sent to the 
sheriff of Nia.gara county, to assist them in getting Morgan into 
Canada. The sl.ier.ifl' accordingly left. Lockport, attended the party, 
and assisted them in procuring horses, &e. They arrived at Lewis- 
ton about midnight ; here another carriage was procured, and the 
party was driven to the burying ground near Fort. Niagara. Here 
they left the carriage and proceeded with Morgan in their custody to 
the ferry, and crossed over to the Canada side. After conferring with 
a number of persons in Niagara village, Morgan was brought back, 
as arrangements had not been completed for his reception. This 
event it appears had been anticipated. Morgan was taken to the 
magazine of Fort Niagara, and locked in before day-dawn, on the 
morning of the 14th of September. 

On the day that Morgan was put into the magazine, a royal arch 
chapter was installed at Lewis ton, which event called together a 
considerable assemblage of masons from the vicinity. " In the even- 
ing, 20 or 30 persons came to the ibrt from Lewiston. About mid- 
night, 7 persons, stated to be royal arch masons, held a consultation 
on the plain near the graveyard, as to the manner in which Morgan 
should be disposed of. The prevailing opinion among them appeared 
to be, that Morgan bad forfeited his lite for a breach of his masonic 
obligations, and that they ought to see the penalty executed by 
drowning him in the river ; some of the company discovering a re- 
luctance to go to such lengths, the project was abandoned at that time. 
On the night of the 15th, a similar consultation Was held between 
four persons, but nothing was decided on. " As to the disposition of 
Morgan, after the evening of the 14th of September, nothing has yet 
been known judicially, but circumstances are strong, to induce the 
belief that he was put to death on the night of the 19th of Sept., 
1826, by being cast into the depths of \iagara river." 
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20. Conflagration of I he, I 'ha: nix. Sept. 5, 1819. 

The steamboat loft ISnvliii^icin for Plr.Usln.irs about midnight, and had yiror.pe.tlEt] by one 
o'clock in the morning as fur as Providence island, when die alarm nu; -riven. Tile boat 
at this time was temporarily commanded by :i. son of the captain, Richard II. Sherman, a 
voting man of tweniy.two. " Amid the confusion., danger, and di died ties attendant on this 
r.emhie disaster, ho displayed an energy ami presence of mind, not only worthy of the 
highest praise, ben which we udgVii. seek for in vain, even anion!; those of riper years. To 
qualifies like these, lightly illicciet.l ns 1'if-y were, was it owing llir.l iwf a pci-wm u'm 'cat 
o» that fearful night. In thai, burning vessel, in. the dead of night, and three miles from 
the neatest land, was ibo safety of effry om cared (or, and ultimately secured, by the 
promptness, energy, am: h1.-: i-i.j-i of this voting commander." 

Shortly after the tiro v.- as diiii'' jvi;-r-ii, il neoni wilh irrt sistinit vloiiticc. " The passen- 
gers, roused by the alarm from their slumbers, and waking Io a terrible sense of impending 
destruction, rushed in crowds upon tilt deck, anil attempted to eor/.e the small-boats. 
Hero, however, they wnjrc rnel: by yomig Sherman, wlio, bavins abandoned all hope of 
saving bis boat, now ihovghl oidy of saving Vis passengers, and si nod by the gangway with 
a pistol in each, hand, dotciniuad to prevent any person from jumping into the boats be- 
fore thoy were propel;.!' lowered inro die water, and prepared to rt ceivo their living freight. 
With the utmost coolness and presence of mind lie snpcrinl ended lilt neetssary prepara. 
tions, and, in a few minules, the bonis were lowered away, and rial passengers received 
safely on board. They -.hen shoved oi!', and ptdlcd iluongh fno dnrkimss for the distant 
shore. As soon a- this n-a? reached, and die passengers landed, die boais returned to the 
steamboat and look oil' die crew, and, as the captain supposed, every living soul except 
himself. But, shortly alior die boais had left die .second dme, ho (iiscovorcd, under a set. 
tee, t!io chambermaid of da: l'liion : \, who, in her fright ami confusion, had lost all con. 
scionsness. Lashing her t-a i.ho plank which he had preparf ii for It's ewai escape, this gal- 
lant captain launched her towards list' shore ; and was '.[:. s left 'd- with his vessel, now 

one burning pile. Having satisfied himself ihat no living diing remained on board Ins boat, 
and with the protai consciousness i.hni ho had saved every lift intrusted to his care, he 
sprung from the burnmg wreck as il was id.ion! to sin;; bcecal'a fno waters, and, by the 
means of a settee, reached ihe shore m safely. — This is no cvaggei-ined story. It is the 
simple narrative of one of tiie nio=e. ii-eroie aets on record. We have- only to u<ld, that the 
captain who so fnid.fciy ami fearh'ssly liischni-gid ids d.;ty on litis trying occasion, is still 
{1840) in command of a noble boal on Lake (Ihamplain, ami is known to every traveller 
as Captain She:- n, of die stennrhna* Burlington." 

The following iluseripiiou of this lerrilh: scene was written by one of the p: 
" I awoke at ihe lime of I be. alarm, bin whmiicr aroused by tin: cry "f fire, the n 
trampling on deck, or by dial restlessness e.enniion to persons who simp in a strange place. 
Willi a mind filled whh sorrow anil anxiety, 1 am unable lo tell. I ihoughl I heard a faint 
cry of fire, and, nfler a shorl interval, it seemed to ho renewed. But it came so weakly 
upon my ear, and seemed to be flung by so careless a voice, thai I concluded it was an 
unmeaning sound ultoreil by some of 'lie sailors in li:eir spoils on deck. Soon, however, a 
hasty footstep wa= hoard passing through tie., cabin, Inn wilhotit a word being littered. As 
I approached the lop of lite cabin stairs, an ur.coninioti liriiijancy a' once dispelled all 
doubts. Instaiuly die i'ames and sparks began to meel nsy eyes, arn.l urn though: struck 
me that no other way of escape was icii bar' to idling •: half naki d Inoiigh fie blaze into the 
water. One or tvai more steps assured me that ibis drii-.df'.d a'.ternalive was not yet ar. 
rived : I hastily sleppcd aft, — a lurid lb: lit illnmniaied every oiri ct lieyiaid with the splen. 
dor of a noon-cay stm ; I fancied it was ihe torcn id' death, to (aanl. me and my fellow, 
travellers to the tomb. 1 saw m, person on deck ; bat, on casting my eyes Awards die boat 
which was still hanging on the larbaard etiarter, 1 pert i-iveil that she was filled, and that 
her stern-sb.ee Is were oeettpied who Indies. 1' dew io die gangway, and assisted in lower. 
ing the boat into the water. T then, descended ihe slops, v. iib an mif niion of entering the 
boat', but perceiving ilia; she v. as loaded deep, and I hat I here was a strong brce'/.i; and a 
high sea, I desisted. The pninler was seen oil, and the boat dropped astern. 1 ascended 

the steps with t!v ■.■ a nin:: m; . ,i io the wa ■ upon a plank; for I had great 

confidence in my skid n: swimming, and I ncled tnitler an impression that the shore wa^ 
only a few rods, oermmly not half a mile, distant, judge of what would haye been my as. 
ionishmcnl, and probably also my fate, bad I done as 1 coniomplated ; when the fact was, 
that the steamboat at this period was in the broadest part of Lake Champlain, and at least 
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three tni'cs from any land. I had left the deck about, nvo hours before, am! thia change. 
bad occurred in the mean time. I looked r ■ ■ . : j i ■. 1 itpon the deck to iind a suitable board, or 
something of sufficient lnmyur.oy, that I could mis; to amid such weaves as .( saw were run-: 
tiing. There was notbirig large enough to deserve such BOnfidenoe ; I looked aft over the 
laflrail, every thin;; lhero looked itlaomy and fabtdoiug ; i < i,-i n:y eyes forward, the wind 
was directly ahead, and the flames iveye farced, in ike mutt terrific manner, towards the 
atcrn, threatening every thing in i Is range wi:h instant destruction. [ then thought, if) 
could pass the middle of liio iioui, which seemed iilso to hi' die centre of the fire, i might 
find security in standing to windward ini the bowsptil. 1 made the attempt. It was vain. 
The [lames were an iiisurmcuntnblo barrier. 1 was obliged to return towards the stern, 
There was ihen Inl one in siirm. I sreppeii over upon die starboard side of the quarter, 
deck. I thought idl wus gone with me. At that moment 1 silw a lady come up to the 
cabin door ; she loaned attain si Ike side of ii, and looked wild a steadfast gaze and dis- 
tracted air towards the (lames ; she t'.trncd aue tksaopcata d in tbo cabin. It was Mrs. Wil- 
son, the poor uiitbi-iuniile lady who, afterward, v.-itii :iie captain's assistance, aa he informed 
me, committed horsed', wiih many picrriOLr shrieks ncc agotiizir.Li; exclamations, to the 
treacherous support of a small be noli, on the troublous bo-oin of fin; kike. I then looked 
over the starboard quarter lo know whether the other boot was indeed gone. I had the 
happiness to see her; she seemed to be lull, or nearly so ; one. or two oassensrers were 
standing on the iowcr slops of ihe ae.-ouuiLodaliuii hinder, apparently with the design of 
(entering the boa; when slie came widiin roach. 1 was cotctnnuod io enitr her at all risks, 
and instantly leaped ever the quarter and descended in;o her. I found her knocking under 
the counter, and in danger of foundering. The sic am. .vessel still eoriLnued (o advance 
through die water: the waves dashed I lie Lour with considerable violence against her, and 
most of those who hao song!'.; safety in die boat, hcu-.it tinaec... vented wilii water scenes, 
were much alarmed, and by dicir ili.tkroc'cr.i eliotis wi(re nddiatr to tee risk. Onder thcae 
circumstances it became necessary to cut die fas-, which was done, and tiie boat, and those 
that were in it, were instantly secure. Ail these incidents occurred io a shorter time than 
I have consumed in writing them. From the moment of my boarm:; '.he first alarm to that 
of leaving the steamboat, was not, i u:n satisfied, near ten minutes ; 1 believe it was not five." 

21. Wreck of the Mexico. 

The wreck of the Mexico, on Hempstead beach, January 2, 1837, 
was a heart-rending scene. Being in the dead of winter, the suffer- 
ings of, the unhappy crew and passengers from the cold were intense. 
The annexed description of their appearance after death is given by 
an eye-witness. 

" On-rcacLhnr 'Hempstead, I concluded to go somewhat oil the lead, lo took fit the plt(ce 
where tho ship Mexico was cast away. In half an hour, we came to Lotl's tavern, some 
four or five miles ibis side of die heath, where die ship lay ; and there, in his barn, had 
been deposited ihe beoics of ihe i.i-fated passengers, which iiad been thrown upon the 
shore. I went out to tho barn. The doors weft, open, and such a scene a? presented it. 
self lo my view, I certainly never could have contemplated. It was a dreadful, a frightful 
scene of horror. 

" Forty or tify honks, of all a»es and sexes, \via\: lying promiscuously before me over 
the lloor, all flatten ami as solid as marble— anii nil, except a lew, in the very dresses in 
which they perished, ei.inie with 'heir hands olcnciied, as if lor wairoin, and almost every 
one with an arm crooked and bent, as it wotdd oe in clinging to the rigging. 

" There were sca:;ered about amain: the. nitmocr, four c: live beautiful iinlrj oris, from 
■six to sixteen years af anr, ihci: 1 e'.erks and lips as red as roses, with their calm blue eyes 
open, Uiokh-.i; yon in the face, as if they wot. Id speak, i could hardly realize that tiiey 
were dead, I iouchee iheir checks, am! ilioy were frozen as bard and as solid aa a rock, 
and not the least indent a dun con id be made by any press ere of the hand. I eorf d perceive 
o resemhlimee to eaeii other, and supposed iliem 10 la: die liuiijjlite:-!. of a passemter named 
Pepper, who perished, together with his wife and all the family. 

" On the arms of sore,.. , were seen the impressions of tbo rope which they had clung to, 
the mark of the twist deeply sunk iiua 'ho ficsh. 1 saw otic pan; ueeyo sailor, atall man, 
with his head thrown back, his lips parted, and his now^ sightless eve-ball* turned upwards. 
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Slid his arms crossed av* liin breast, as if imploring heaven f.;r aid, This poor fellow evi- 
dently had frozen while in the net of fervent prayer. 

" One femaie had a rope tied lo her leg, wdiitdi bad bound her to rim rigging; and anoth- 
er little fellow had iicou crying, aad wais ihus frozen, widi 1i.ii. 1 muscles of the fate just as 
wo sen children when crying. There, wore a broilicr and a fcistc r dashed upon the beach, 
locked in each other's arms i bus they bad been separated in the barn. All [he men had 
theiriipe firmly compressed together, and with the mesa ngniiiZLiig expression on their 

"Onclil.de girl had raised herself on tiptoe, and thus was frozen, jus! in that position. It. 
was au awful sight; and such a picture of horror was bclore nie, tin; I ocenmo uncon. 
sciotisly fixed to the spot, and found myself trying to suppress my ordinary brea'iiing, lost 
I should disturb the repose of those around mo. I was aroused ftuni die revcry by the 

" As I was about to leave, my attention he.eame. directed to a girl, who, I afterward 
learned, had conie diat mornin.-r from the ei'y :o soarcti lor her sister. She ?;ad sen! for 
her to come over from England, and had received isii el licence that she was in this ship. 
She tamo into the barn, ami ihe second body she cast her eyes upon, v, as hers. She gave 
way to such a bins: or.' juipasslonet.l ;:ri< f and a;:?.iiish, that I couid lnjt behold her without 

sharing in her feelings. She direw ucrsod upon die Id and icy fuee and neck of the 

lifeless body, and thus, with her arms around her, remained wailing, mourning, and sob 
bing, till [ came away ; and wiien »oint distance oil', 1 cornd hear her calling her l)y name 
in iiie most frantic manner. 

" So little lime, it appears, had diey to prepare far their fam, thai I' perceived a bunch of 
keys, and a half eaten cake, tail horn the bosom of a girl whom the coroner was removing 
The cake appeared as if pari, of it had jasl. been bil.'i-n, mil hastily thrust into her bosom, 
and round Jr. r neck was a ribauil, v.rli a pair of scissors. 

" And to observe the si"'i-. rugged sailors, Ion, whose iron irauies could endure so much 
hardship — here they lay masses of ice. Such scenes shove us, indeed, how powerless and 
feeble arc all human o.n'ar::-, when com Mining ngiiiiisi die storms ami tempests, which sweep 
with resistless violence over the face of the deep. And yet the vessel was so near the 
shore, that die shrieks ami moans of dm- pear ere am res we;.; heard through that bitter, 
dreadful night, li'.i towards morning, when lite last groan died away, and nil was hushed in 
death, and Ino murin'.tv of ihe ragu'.g billows v,-r,s all ihe. sound that then met the ear." 

A monument is now erected at Near Rockaway. four miles s. w. 
of Hempstead village, to the memory of the sufferers of the Mexico, 
and also to the memory of 77 persons comprising passengers and 
crew of the American ship .Bristol, wrecked on Far Rockaway beach, 
November 21, 1836. The marble monument, eighteen feet high, was 
erected partly by money found on the persons of the sufferers, and 
partly by the contribution? of the benevolent and humane in Queens 
county. The grave is about nine feet wide and one hundred long, 
containing the bodies of nearly one hundred individuals. 

22. An Account of Joseph Smith and Mormotiism. 

Joseph Suiidi. (he founder of Mormon ism, was born in I'.oyalloii, V'., and removed to 
Manchester, Ontario county, N. Y-, about the year 1SS0, at an early age, waih his parents, 
who were in nunc hmnble clrcv.m-tam.'os. lie was occasionally employed in Palmyra as 
a laborer, and bore tiie reputation of a lazy and ittnorant young man. According; to the 
testimony of respectable individuals in that p. ace, sfmiih and his iadier were persons of 
doubtful mora! character, addicted to disreputable hablis, and moreover extremely sup.ers.li. 
tio.is. believing in die existence of whehcraf:. They at one time procured a mineral rod, 
and dug in various partes for money. Smith testified lhal: whet, dieting he had seen the 
pot or chest contain: tig the measure, bin never was for lemma enough to get it into Ills hands 
He placed a singular looking stone in his hat, auJ preleiiJed by the light of it lo make 
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many woodorfd dlsievorlrs. of gold, ;"'v.'r, and odtor treasure, ;!o:ii si tod in ilia eailh. Ha 
commenced his career as the iinmder nf tin- new sect, wdioa about dm ago of 18 or 18, and 
appointed il jHJicihcr ■> f " meetings : .n i'ahu.'. m, lor (lift p.ape.si! ul' il cola ring ti:o divine revela- 
lions which he said wo:rc undo lo lino, lie was, howe-vo: 1 , unable lo produce any excite- 
ment in the village 1 bur very jew bad eurio.-i'y sidicir.-nt lo ii-ion t.i him. Not having 
the means to prim ids reveki'ious, he applied to Mr. Crime, of die society of Frienda, de- 
claring dint ho was mooed bv tbo spirit :o call upon him for as--.star.cii. This go tfeman 
bid him to go tn work, or die stale prison would o:i:l Lis eaieer. Smith had baiter success 
with Martin .Hards, an jtiikisLiioi:- amj llirify farui'i of I'tilo-iym, who was worlli about 
SI 0,000, and who became one of hit k-adini; disci ides, fit his ossis-mice, o.OO'.i copies of 
the Mormon Bibb-, ;>> called,) were published at a'u expend of about 83, 000. It is possi- 
ble that Harris marln hivo made ho advance? v. I'll the c\pocladon of a proiitablc spoci.la. 
tiou, as a great aaie was au'leipaiotl. This wool; is a duodecimo vo'-imc, containing 590 
pages, and is perhaps one of the weakest pr:idia:iious ever nitempteo t.o be palmed oil' as a 
divine revelation. It is mostly a blind mass of words, io'orwov.ai wnb seripmral language 
and quolalious, walkout iniaai uf a leading plan or design. It is in I'aol. such a pruditcdoil 
as itiioiu bo e.-qicclcd front a person .if Smith'- thilidoa a:id turn of mind. The following 
is a copy of the title page : 

'■ Wlim.liire it i. -,n etirioLan'ot ,,[■ ;l:o leium of to..- |-».i.;,!!' m'.N.!|.|ii. ami nls.i i.| loo I .roiintiitcs : wii'tou 

lo tin- T.aonniies, whiih an' a leiniiant o! til', li e ul' l-iifl. .onl a ■;., lo iik .low anil Itonlili:, written liv 

v.-av i.fcoa.oiaaihnent. ai.,1 r.l- . lo- u- .; . :l ■!' 1'; .|:., no.! it.-,- -,o: .n.. \V,lti-o ,i:itl n-iu; up an.i iiiU 

U|i lo the l.nra, liiat ill'-, our,- I o .1. sd-.iv. il, to i: : to, li in- 'I ■: sjiiL ao-.l p.v.vei !,i t:,nt laiui tiio iii-.-r 

no. anion l:n':eo' sen'isi Iiv liio I I ill' 7^ C ■ ■ I"-- -- - 1 i lira lii.l no -O.IO r l,:: Loan i.i .-..in,.- iooli ill i!m iiioo 1,0 tile 

wav of :lie Oi'otlii'L I ho i.iti'i|.o'Oiiioii tii n:,,!' :,v I i- lt i 1 1 in ti-ni. ai aaii.ir eua.! vilo.ni loom tin, hunk .il' 
Eilicr. Also, wi.ieh ■- n Idicoro of rue I'l-.iitf- nf .lrn-,1. w.iiou ■.v.-io ..;:rl ,«-,( at t:io iiioo too l.ono r.oo- 
Iiiontl'il lii'i ho.eioiii: .if alio |.... ■;,;■■ whin, oi-o ■ ■•■■. ■ hull li.ii' :: I .ovr to i':t o. ll'Soon, whii:ii Is to .-iiow 
onoi lliij o.iomoil oi' ■.!.:■ i .i;-. ■ - I- -a i :u iv. -a- ■■ oo in- in; l..i-.i i a oil il .11 n- ooo ih'-ir i'ailn-s, ami lliat 

i a -\i a ■.-.- . . I i.- ,-'. ::■.- .I, - ib I:- I. ■ r..i:. ■ i . the sStbrhu, i..oi, maniii sttdg Hlma If unto all obHoib. 

■■■■■■' ■ '■-on, wltcrejlitu i:on, I. „,i. 1101 [lie tilings of (iou that ye may 

tor, Palmyra. Printefl by B. B. Grandin, for the Author, 

At the close of the book is " the testimony of three witnesses," via : Oliver Gnwdory, 
David Wlib.inor, and Manin Harris, in wiiioh tiny =lato i.:n:o all nalioiis, kindreds, tongues 
and people, that l.hoy ha 00 sf.en tao plates oootainiii:;- the record, and tbo engravings 1:1,011 
them, etc. On the last page is o.oii;a!nod die testimony ot' oigiit v.dtnoHSes, of which the 
ibiiawiTig is n copy : 

" Hi: known aato all liavo::.. k:i:il-,-:L. '.,1.-11. -■. 0, ": ;■,. .,■,■.,:. 01 ■: :■: i'-i '■; ■■ -k ■■'i:;'.- loiae. tlior Josuph 

Fmii'-i. .lo. riii- .1 0-1:01 11 n. I I' ill. -in nf li::,. ,v : :„ nail; -Or ivi it '.oilo u. '.!■■ aloo-- of wni.li IiiitIi lim-ti 

Hpoki.'o. wLiitli havi; rhi ;:i| . ;o:i .>-.: u-'i'.il I ■ :n I 1. :ii.k ■: |. as it.- «,;„ rmitli has Traiiil/'/r-ii in 

ril.l loinilo wail oar noo.i-. ■•■..■ al-o -:o.v Iho ■ m-n./.j- ti:.o of. :il! nf ..1 ii-h tool tlo: aoln aitnioo of 

anciiiii: woii: rn:.l to r..iii.:',is woloiiao-loii. Aao ■ 10 iv.- t, or -,-■■.. I, .... 10 v- ■ - .::n.--. ihal tho sairi 

Suiirii lioirhowo u -an 1... lo: wo hav iu.il 111:01-1,11. ao.l know of a rr.ii(-:y Unit rao sa:,l SmLrh has jot 

tao lilal'is ol .....'oi'li ^1.' in oo -u-i'...i:. A01I '•o eivo o-.o- •■ -s onin in.- ^■■nla liim ivhirh we haves.ioo ta,J 

iv- lie not, Ciuii l,--ai[o : wiiai-^s of il. Chiiaao: U'iir 1. ,i ■. V;' I ooo. :. .L'1.1: r '.Via an.r, Jr., John 

U'lmnna-, llioail fjl-:.. a..:..p!i S,.ii:lo .-,:,,.. n- : tiyr.na Siniili, idruina:! H. Smith." 

In the preface, Smith s'atos " tin- the- plates of vvhicii have boeti spoken, were found in 
the iowds'::;i of .\lai:eln:si.er, Ouioiio cotioly, 'now York." 

Il is sla-.ed by persons 111 i'ahnyrn, ihal wla-n iio rx nihil id faeso jilaios to bis followers, 
tiicy were done up in a imnvn- lui-;-, and ^-aii'li otado iho di-okiratton, dial if tkoy uncovered 
litem, the Almighty would strike iliotu deail. b is said i!:ai. no 0:10 but iiiiiiiu could read 
wlnU ivas oniiravod upon taotn ; wbioh ite was etiabiod io do ii; loaking liiiOugh u peci.liar 
kind of Fpoe-.aeles fo-.nd loiiioii v. i:a the plates. 

Soon alio: ibe p-.;!)]i nation of die illormon Bible, one, Parley B. Pratt, a resident of Lor 
rain coaniy, Oiiu.i, hap|:-o:n;ig 01 pass laro.ot'n I'abnyia, on tho oana'., hearing of the new 
religion, called on too prophc: and was soot; eoiiYorled. Pm-.i. v.as iotinia'e with Sidney 
Rigdon, a very popolar |..roaober of tho do 1 10 mi n 111 ion ouiied " n.olVin tiers" or " Discip-.es. " 
About the time of the arrival of Piatt at Mane!u>-o-. the Smiths wojio li'dng out an expe, 
dition fur the western country, under da: co.mtnand •<! Cowd.-ry, m order to convert the 
Indians or Lamaniins, as they tefmod :b'.i:i. in October, ls3ij, tliis mis-ion, consistiuy of 
Cowdery, Pratt, Peterson, and U' Iiioo or, arrived at .Mentor, Ohio, die residence of iiigdon, 
well supplied with the new Bibb-s. '.Voar this olaco, itr Kirilaud, there were a few families 
belonging to Rigdon's ooiigfi gation, who having become extreme. y ktmitieal, were (ialiy 
looking for sonii- wonderful event to take p:aeo in tho world. .Seventeen of these persona 
readily believed in Mormonism, and wane all tedium orsed, in one uigbt, by Cowdery. By 
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n.'lw shave, in aniiitl'i-m vinw nfthi- U.ivmiin Hill in ;\:-: Mivr, of 11 auditor -. nl.fiut 3 miles in a soiitliern 
rili-cti-.m I'.oiil [*aia:i!LI. It ]- ;;!:■■ mt i!D fi-M ill bl-i^jljl., :n:d \~ :i - :i. : ! 1 ,1- IL nl |;i |Vir ,. nt .|-Ji):i:,-oa:.cl.-valiCM:l 
in ibis swiion uf -l\: slntn. lr n.'ii'.v. .■• a.-ne I'. :i: I. \\:\i i':i. -;. ■■-. ir.i ■■ an: !■:, u : l i: LI ihij tctiiauny ul'Ju- 
nepli Siaibij -iV l^i. i e ■ 01. ilii 1 - - iii,i:i: ;,.. . i !■■ :mi .s .i[' M..IJIIIHL were liinml.j 

[lie conversion of Ki ;;■.:■: m, soon idier, Moninr.iistri received a powerful impetus-, and more 
than one hundred converts were i-oeccily added. Rmdo:: visiicd o-iuiib ai Palmyra., "litre 
lie tarried about two inonfi.s, reoeiviiig rovciamiirs, pre aobi u.^, &c. I'e :| sen returned to 
Kirlland, Ohio, and was foi.owed a lev days after ay i]k pivpliei Sniidt and his connec- 
tions. Thus from a. statu of islmos; bei'i;aiy, llm family o:' Smith, were fiimished with the 
" I'; i. i I" !i; la i i:l" i>v I Ik i: discioies, many of whom were wealthy. 

A Mormon temple was erecLeil lie Khdand, at t:n expense of idnmt Ki"jl),00D. In this 
building, there was a sacred a;>iLiaoor.l, a ki;.c of holy of holies, in which none but the 
priests were allowed to enter. An uiir.-c::::- :" . r l :.■;.:".:. i io, was ii:,nlo lo [he lf'L! ; .slat..i-o for 
tile charter of a bank. Upon die refusal, they establish.-, d an ut]ciiar1eieu institution, com. 
mence-d their Iiiiuiiui; opera vioiis, iss-.se d iheir imki, and made extensive loans. The 
society now rapidly moionseil in wi-nldi and numbers, im~ whom many were doubdess drawn 
thither by mercenary mo'ivcs. llm. liio bubble at last burst, '['bo bank bcins; 1 an unel'.ai-.. 
tered in.s'i'ution, the debts due were not lewdly collectable. "With the failure of this insti. 
tution, the society n:pidly dociiiici, and Hmiili •■■■;,- obli; : oo to liave die state to avoid the 
sheriff. Most of the sect, with their li-ador, removed t:i !\lis.-L.uri, where many outrages 
were perpoQiiltd againsL ihebi. The nliutnims r,\.sul an i.rnieii force to " drive off the 
•.nfidc'.s ;" b;:t wore timtily obliged to leave the state. 

The next stand made by the Mormons was at Nauvoo, Illinois, a 
fine location on the Mississippi river. Here they erected a splendid 
temple, around which they built their city, which at one time con- 
tained 10,000 inhabitants. But soon difficulties arose, as in other 
places, between them and the surrounding inhabitants. By some 
process of law Joseph Smith (the prophet) :md his brother Hyram 
were imprisoned in the Carthage jail, near Nauvoo, and a guard of 
eight or ten men were stationed at. the jail for their protection. While 
here, on the evening of June 27th, 18-14. an armed mob of about 200 
men, in disguise, broke tlirou^ii (lie guard , and firing into the prison, 
killed both Joseph Smith and his brother Hyram. 

The Mormons being convinced that they could not dwell in safety 
in the settled parts of the United States, sought a place of refuge be- 
yond the Rocky Mountains, hi July, 1847, a pioneer party of Mor- 
mons laid the loundiition of Salt Lake City. 2,100 miles west of New 
York, and 550 east of San l-'raiieisoo. Since this period the colony 
has rapidly advanced in wealth and population. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE 



IMPORTANT AND INTERESTING EVENTS 



HISTORY OP NEW YORK, 



S534. Verrajzano, :'. Florentine, usc.fiyr-rs i.he harbor of New York. 

1609. Henry Iiuds«!s, an Englishman, sails up the river that bears his name. 

Kill. Champiain, a frenchman, discovers tlic Like which bears his name. 

1G14. The Dutch build a fort and trading house at New York, and at Albany. 

1616. Kingston first settled. 

1G19. Dermer, an Englisiiniiiti, 11 ie firs) who sai^t; i'mrri^h Long Island Sound. 

1620. The Dutch West India Company chI.h Wished. 

1633. Pearl-street formed, the first sirect ever made in New York. 

1629. Wouter Van Twiller, the Dntoh governor, arrived in New Amsterdam. 

1630. Michael Taw, a Dutch subject, purchases Stat™ Island of the Indians. 

1632. West end of Long Island began io be t.cttled by the Dutch. 

1633. The Dutch erect a small fort at Hartford, Conn. 

1638. William Kieft succeeded Van Twillcr as governor of New Motherland. 
" War with the Swedes on the Delaware. 

" Negro slaves introduced i-i.'i New Nelherlnnd. 

1639. The English settled at Oyster Bay: they were driven offby Gov. Kieft. 

1640. The English settle Southampton, Long Island. 

1643. The Dutch fort Hope at Hartford seized hy the English, 
1643. The New England eo'onies lengiaul against the Dul.eh and Indian--. 
" First church erected in New York. 

1646. Battle between the Dutch and Indians at Horse Neck. 

1647. Peter Stuyvesant arrives as the successor of Gov. Kieft. 

1650. Gov. StuyvssiLRl. arriving a- liar'. ford, deniani!;; a surrender of the lands on 

1654. The tract now WestdieMer Conn!;-, purchased of the Indians by T. Pell. 

1655. Fort Casiiner on Hie Delaware captured lm:u the Swedes, 
IMS. Hostilities v.-itti the Indians near F.sopus, (Kingston,; 
1664. Charles II. grants New Netherland to the Duke of York. 
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(.■lli;«M)L!>(;i'.'AL tahlk. 

16G4. Col. Nichols, with an armed force, coin;)?]? <4nv. Stuyvesant to surrender New 

Amsterdam to the English, which now is named New York. 
1665. New York incorporated : Thomas Witlet the first mayor. 

" John ShGtu licensed !o k-och tin; Englis:) language at Albany. 

" Town and count)' rates paid in heef and pork. 
Ifififi, The French front Ca;;jd;i s.-ui! ;:.n cjjji'dkj:)u againsl t.ic Mohawks. 

1667. Col. Vl-h nuis Loycku't; -acerc-us Cel. .Nichok as tros-ornor 

1668. A carriage road from _\i».v York i.o tfarjaein ordered to be made. 
1CH!). (tor. Lovelace in-lilntt'S ).-<».<e mces ;.t Hempstead. L. I. 

" Catharine ilm-rison accused of v.-itohcraft : Iried by the Assizes, 

" The New England Indians unsuccessfully invade the Moha.vks 

1G73. The first Friend, or Quaker, preached in New York. 

1673. War with Holland : New York surrendered to the Dutch. 

" Anthony Clove appobiied jrnvornor . siirrcn(!e;od to tin; !■./.■. li'.i.^h (lie next vi-ar. 

" First post-rider between New York and Boston, made a trip once in three 
weeks. 

" Fort Fronlettac hnill ui Ontario. 

1675. Edmund Audros appointed governor of New York. 

1676. Price of grain li.vtii by lite governor: win I or wheat ."is., summer wheat 4s. (id, per 

bushel. 
Jfi~9. No bolting mills allowed, or flour packed out of New York. 
1683. The Duke of York's charter granted. 
.1 liKS. Thomas Don cam aiiaves us successor of (Jnv. A.ttdros, 

" First 1. eg i-i'm I h-i- .1 •■>■-<■■ i/iiiii/ ef >,Yv.' York ciutvcnetf at fli mp.-teatl. 

" None hut freemen allowed to trado up Hudson River. 
168-1. M. tie la Raits- invad.'s Hie country of the- Five .Xstious. 
1685. The Jews politi'in for liU rty to rxcrcis.j their religion ■ petition not granted. 
1 t!S(J. King .lames IT. fovhiih the use i,f pniil.iiis -presses in New York. 

" City of New York pnys 10 per cent, interest for borrowed money, 

" Albanj incorporated a city. 
1G87. M. Denotivillc with '2, 000 French and Indians marches against the Seneciis. 

1688. New York ami .New ,!....rse y addi il to the juris tliel ion of New England. 

1689. The Five Nations make a descent on Montreal. 

" Accession of William anil A'::r-y : Loi-kr sciv-es liiu fori, at Noiv York. 

1690. Schenectady des! toyed hy the French and Indians. 

1691. Col. II. Sk'Si^hlcr arrives a-; jyuvevror of the province of New York. 
" Leisler ami Milhrn-n cveeuled I'm- high treason. 

" First General Assembly convened in New York consisted "I i '• mouther;;, Ajiril If 

" French setil em ents on Lake ("h;iiit|ilain invaildl by '.M:ij. Schuyler 

" The Duke's laws raised, provincial lnv.'s begun. 

1693. Col. Benjamin Fletcher arrives as governor. 
Hi!),,. An Fpiseoaa'. I": ! Hi ;■: i j f.-l: bf.-b'il i:i \t'iv York. 

" Count Frontalis e innkss an incursion info the Mohawk country. 
" Gov. Fletcher attempts the commant! of 'he m:l:lai of Cnntiee'ioiil.. 

1694. Treaty with the Five Nations at Albany. 

" Capt. Kidd the ph-alo oummilifd tltinredaliotis on the coast about this period. 
1696. Count Frontcnac marches agninst the Five Nations. 
" About 6,000 inhabitants in New York City at this period: complaints of great 
scarcity of bread. 
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1698. Richard, Earl of Bcltamont, arrives as governor. 

1699. Captain Kidd arrested at Boston : his money, buried at fiardiner's Island, se- 

1700. The Legislature passed a law to hang every Popish priest who entered the pro- 

vince to f'ii(k:ij the !']j(ii,ii)s from t!i'-ir allegiance. 

1701. A court of ohr.r.ecrv or^ani^ed in Xeiv York. 
" Lord Cornbnry arrived as governor. 

1702. Grout sickness in Now York : General Assembly held at Jamaica. 

17117. I.nn! ('oruliii'j- pto'iilihs (lie Piesbpeshi-is I'.-nni picaehini; willnmt his liecnp-e. 

17118. Lord Lovelace arrives as governor : he dies the next year. 

1710. Col. Schuyler visits England with five Indian chiefs. 

" Robert Hunlrr anivi't.; as govo;i;or, iviili .'t.O'Ji! I'lihiliiios. 

1711. £ 10,000 in bills of credit issued, to aid the war in Canada. 
" A ulave markst in Wall-street, New York. 

1712. Insurrection nrnegrocs: in .New York; l!j of them executed. 

1719. First Presbyterian church in New York founded. 

1720. William Burnet (son of Bishop Burnet) arrives as governor. 
" A tax of 2 per cent, laid on European goods imported. 

Il'-H. Trading liou* creeled at Oswego. 

" Congress held at .Mbnny with ibo Hix Nations. 
1725. "New York Gazette/' the first. ■iiem.ywper published in New York. 
1723. Col. John Montgomery succeeds Gov. Burnet. 
1.723. The Society in London for propagaiini; the Gospel in Vns-oijjn parts, present the 

city of New York a library of 1,643 volumes. 
1730. Jews synagogue built in Mill-street. 
173 1. Boundary between iNev/ York and < 'oa-ieeticn' M'lll!.!. 

" The French erect a fort at Crown Point. 
1733. William Cosby oii-ives as governor of New York and Nov.- Jersey. 

" The first stage began to run between (lesion and is'cw York once, a month ; four- 
teen days mi tins journey. 
1736. Gov. Cosby tier: : he is succeeded by CeoiL'e Clarke. 
1733. The Mayor of New York refuses to obey the order for the impressment of 

1711. Celebrated negro plot in Now York suppressed. 

i 713. George Clinton arrives as eaptaia-ireiie-al and governor. 

1747. Saratoga village destroyed by the French and Indians. 

1750. A theatre established at New York. 

1751. Treaty with the Six Nations at Albany. 

1753. Gov. Clinton is f-.iecccdcd oy Sir Danyers Osbovn. who e.ommils siriddf! live, ckys 

after his arrival: he is succei-.ded in the. government by James De Laney. 
Mild winter in this and the lluvc following years, -sloops wont from New York 
to Albany in January and February. 

1754. A plan for colonial union drawn up at a convention at Albany. 
" King's Cohere (now Columbia; Inmnleil in .Vow York. 

1755. Sir Charles Hardy arrives as governor. 

" Provincial troops rendezvous at Albany : Fort Edward built. 
" Battle of Lake George, Sept 8 : French defeated, Dieskau killed 
" Gen. Shirley arrives at Oswego Aug. 21. 
175G. Fort Oswego taken and demolished by M. Montcalm Aug. 14 
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1757. Fort William Henry taken by Montcalm Aug. 9. 

1758. Gen. Abercrombie defeated at Ticonderoga July 8 with great Iosb. 
" Fort Stanwix built whore Rome now stands. 

" Foil Frontenac taken by Col. Bradstreet Aug. 27. 

1759. Ticonderoga taken by (lie T'biglish July 37. 

" Sir Win. Johnson drfeats tin; J/iTiidi nl \ : .:u;:rrii. July 34. 
« Battle of Quebec, Sept. 13, Gen. Wolfe and Montcalm killed. 
L7S0. Capitulation of M. de Vaudreuil at Montreal— entire reduction of Canada, Sep. 
ffitilicr rf. 
" Baptist Church in Gold-street, N. Y. erected. 
1761. Cadw.'dlader ColfJcn ]i^v!:-;e ass.nr.ed -he ^ove^unent as I'l'.-hiiicut. of the Council 
in 1760, is appointed lieu rit governor in August : is superseded by Gen. Ro- 
bert Moncton in October of this year. 
1763. Controversy will-. Xeiv IIa:np.-lLnT r!>|)r.;r;t.iu;r boundaries, commences. 

" A Methodisi diapol erected in Xnv; York. 
17G,i. Conjrrehs oi dt [fiin.i.es lroin the colonics niiil in Xo\v York in October, 
" Sir Henry Monro arrived as governor. 

1766. Riots on the manor of IvcnsscJaer, four persons killed, June 26. 
" Rev. Mr. Kirkland commences a mission among the Oneidas. 

1767. Boundary of Massachusetts fixed at 30 miles east from Hudson River. 

1769. Gov. Moore dies : tiie jjrn-crniiier.l devolves on Mr. Colden. 

1770. John, Lord Dimmerc, governnr : he is succeeded in 

1771. by William Tryon, the last of the royal governors. 

1774. Difficulties with the settlers of the New Hampshire Grants. 
" Ann Lee with a number nf fShnkers arrivf-d at New York. 

1775. Provincial Convention assembled at New York April 23, and delegates to the 

Continental Congress appointed. 

" Ticfjiiclsroffa snrpri-ml anil li.U.'n by Col. Allen May 10. 

" Provision ill Congress at New York .\T.iy 2S.i : Cnliwiitlt'i-: of Suf: !:/ ap^'jjuin;. 

" Gov. Tryon at Ntv.v Yr.rk for safely retires on lioard of a packet in October. 

" Gen. M«ritjr'»:iei-y killed lii Quebec T»cc. 31. 

[776. Gen. Schuyler disarms the royalists 1:1 Tryon County, in January. 

" Royalists on Long Island disarmed by the .Terse}- rr.:!ii.i:i. 

" The fourth Provisiona! C:jTicrriiss isssirniiied at- While Plaint : Dr.dnnUivn <>J 
Indejieiiileiice adopted July 9. 

" Lord Howe with 24,000 men lands at Gravesend, L. I. Aug. 22. 

" Battle on Long Island, Americans defeated, Aug. 27. 

" Gen. Washington retires from Long Island to New York Aug. 30. 

" The British take possession of the city of New York. 

" Great fire in Neiv York, about 1,000 buildings consumed Sept. 31. 

" Battle of White Plains Oct. 28. 

" Gen. Arnold defeated on Lake Champlain Oct. 13. 

" Fort Washington on the Hudson surrendered Nov. 16. 

1777. Inhabitants n" New Jbiuip.sbi'c: Grants declare Itiemsi-lves independent of New 
York, and that district a -l::ie by the n:i:ni! of Vermont, in January. 

" Convention at Kingston— State Constitution adopted April 30. 

" George Giiii'rui ■iiiijiiiuiri; governor July 3D. 

" Burgoyne invests Ticonderoga June 30, St. ("lair retreats 

" Gen. Burgoyne arrives at Fort Edward July 30. 
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1777. Battle of Oriskany, Gen. Herkimer mortally wounded, Aug, 6, 
" Battle of Bennington. British defeated, Aug. 96. 

" Forts M.ontirnrniiiy and Olinuin tiiki'ji by til!! Iirilish Oct. fi. 

" Battle of Stillwater, Gen. Frazer killetl, Oct. 7. 
" Surrender ol' Burgoync at Saratoga Oct. IT, 
'"' Kingston bnrut. by Gen. Vaugh^n in October. 

1778. The legislature iisserolikil h! I'oiigbkeopsio .Tan. IS. 
" Col. Baylor's troop surprised at Tappa:i Aug. S2S, 

" Cherry Valley burnt by the Indians and tories Nov. 11. 

1779. Capture of Stony Point by Gen. Wayne July 16. 

" British po;t at l.'i'Hib.s tTook surprised by Mnj. Lee July 13. 
" Gen. Sullivan ravages tin: counl.-y of the Six Nations. 

1780. Dark day commenced at New York 10 o'clock, A. M. May 19. 

" Sir John Johnson from t'.'anada inuki-s an incursion iuin Johnstown May 31 

" Tile Indians under tirant ■avijie Iho Mohawk valley. 

" Treason of Arnold : Andre taken Sept. 33d, executed Oct. 3. 

" Severe Winter, harbor of iVcy York frozen over. 

1781. Maj. Ross and Butler make an incursion into Johnstown, W, Butler killed. 
i782. Sir Guy Carlton commander or 1 1 ± ■-; Uritiali in New York. 

1783. JVeifl York evacuated by the. British Nov. 95. 

1784. First voyage from the United States to China, by the " Empress of China" from 

New York, a ship of 301) tons, Feb. 
" Seat of state government removed to Albany. 

« Whitcstown, near Utica, first settled by Hugh White from Connecticut. 
" University of the Stile of Xew York created ; regents appointed. 
XT^.'j. Hudson incorporated a city. 

" Congress of the United States met in the eity of New York. 

1786. The Genesee count 'T ii-auled to Massachusetts 
" Bank of New York in operation. 

" First. Catholic church (mill in the city of New York. 

1787. Columbia College in Now York incorporated. 

1'rSrJ. Doctor-' iiv.ib in Now York, occasioned by the dissco'ion o? dead bodies : several 
persons killed. 

" Cooperstown village laid out — incorporated in 1813. 

I7:'3. Washington iuangiiris icd President in New York April 30. 

" Vermont acknowledged an independent state. 

1790, Genevan first setlled by William and James Wadsworth. 

" Canandaigua, first settlement commenced. 

1733. Society to promole A^rioidtnro, Ails, aud Manufactures established. 

*' Bath first setlled by Capt. E. Williamson. 

" Western Inland .Uicit NT:i vLsrfstis'ni Company incorporated. 

1793. Auburn first settled by Col. Ilardenbergh. 

179.1. Ueioii College at Scher:oetady founded. 

11 Geneva founded by iilcssrs. Amuti and Barton. 

179.'i. John Jay succeeds Ah: Clin'ori as governor. 

" Caitnovia viiiage founded by Col. t.inklaeu from Amsterdam. 

" Baron Steuben dies at Steuben Nov. 38. 
1796. Forts Oswcgatehie and Oswego evacuated by the British. 

" Sloop Detroit, first. American vessel on Lake Erie, 
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1798. Yellow Fever in the city of New York from July to November. 

" Schenectady irioorrnii-nfed a city. 

1800. Cayuga bridge, the longed in America, finished in September. 

1801. George Clinton again elected governor. 

" BurtUltj laid out liy the. Ho'. In ml Lmtd Company. 

" U. S. Navy Yard established in Brooklyn March 11. 

" Hiilhiiid hum! Cdinji'inii 0)10)1 their iirni Imid oiliee in Batavia 

" Academy of Fine Arts lbnmlei!. 

1802. Military Academy at West Point established by Congress. 
" Sackett's Harbor first settled by A. Saokett, Esq. 

1803. Yellow Fever in 'New York— about 7<K) jiovsojis died: commenced about July 

20. 

1S04. Morgan Lewi? elcclrd governor : Ge:i. P-ii'ip Schuyler died : Ah^muler Hamilton 

killed in a duel with Aaron Burr. 
1805. Harbor of Genesee made a port of entry. 

" Yellow Fever in Nov.' York — alum! 300 persona died. 
1807. Fallon's Steamboat first used on Hudson River. 

" Daniel D. Tompkins governor. 
1809. New York Historical Society established. 

1812. Battle at Queenstown, Gen. Brock killed, Oct. 13. 
" Hamilton College at Kirlikml e^ablisi.ed. 

" Rochester first settled. 

" Maj. Young cupl urc-s the fiy-it ftiLiiihrd .(Yriiii !he nicmy 1st St. Regis Oct. 22. 

1813. Lewistown attacked, April 6 : York, U. C. taken April 27. 
" Ogdensburgh taken by the British Feb. 31. 

" Fort George taken May '21 ; SackotlVj Harbor attacked May 29. 

" Perry's victory 011 Lake Erie .Sept.. 10. 

" Fort George abandoned by tin, Americans Dec. 10. 

" Fort Niagara captured by the British Dee. 10: Buffalo burnt. 

1814. Fort Oswego taken by the Utitish May 6 : Fort Erie taken by Gen. Brown July 

3: Battle of Chippewa July 5 : Battle of Uridgcwater July 25 : Fort Erie at 
tacked by the British Aug. II, 
" Battle of Hattsburir. Rial.-.]) t'.ect on Lo!;e Cbnmplaiii taken, Sept. 11. 

1815. Robert Fulton died suddenly in New York Feb. 34. 

1816. American Bible Society formed in New York. 
" Auburn Sta.lc Prison commenced. 

" Troy incorporated a city : West I'nint Founder y established. 

1817. Erie Canal commenced July 4, near Utiea. 

1818. First Steamboat (Walk in the Water) on Lake Erie built at Black Rock. 

1819. Jemima Wilkinson, " the L"r,i vu :■-■;! Friend," die* .l( Jerusalem, Yates Co 
" Hamilton Literary atid Theological Seminary founded. 

" Do Witt Clinton elected governor. 

1820. Auburn Theological Seminnry ineurporafeLl. 
1831. Harbor of New York closed by ice in January, 

" Lookport founded, incorporated in 1829. 

" Troy Female Seminary osfuhlisiirjii. 
1899, Yellow Fever in New York, about 2,500 persons died. 
1823. Joseph C. Yates elected governor. 

" Champiain Canal completed : it was commenced 111 October, 1816. 
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1823. New State Const itution went into operation Jan. 1. 

" Hudson Kn-tt siemiiLoiii monopoly dissolved ay 1.1; f- Supremo Court of the United 
States. 

1824. Do Witt Clinton re-elected governor. 

11 Gen. La Fayette arrives in the harbor of New York Aug. 13. 
1895. New State Prison commenced at Sing Sing. 

" Syracuse village incorporated. 

" Geneva College incorporated. 

" Completion vf the Erie Canal Oct. 56 : grand celebration in N. York Nov. 4. 

" Delaware and Hudson Canal commenced, finished in 1829. 
!n;C. AbiUictbu of Win. iVIorgitn Sopt. 1.1 : iLiii-M.-isoni^ <■■ xaUinK.nl commenced. 

" American Seamen's 1'rioiii: Society ias-tituted. 
1826. De Witt Clinton died suddenly at Albany Feb. 11. 

" O.wejjo Canal completed : commenced in ISiib. 
182!). Miii-tin Van Huron governor ; niter Iiclsjj? :u ollice (!ir\.t montiis. be resigned, and 
v.i.j sucjeecod by .Kitos T. Tliroop. 

" Stitch/ }?ti.n<! Act. passed April 3, 

" American Institute of Hie city of Now York, lor ibe promotion of Domestic 
Industry aval (he advancement of the Arts, established. 

" Explosion of the Sieam .tY);;;:! i: i'lihun, MsKiljii. June 1, 2G persons killed. 

" John Jay died at .Bedford. 

1830. Literary Convention at New York on education Oct 20. 

" Col. Maiinua Willed died at New York Aug. 3, aged 90 years. 
'■ Elias Hicks, a eeli: lira led preacher union:.! the Friends, died. 
" Joseph Smith publishes the " Book of Mormon" at Palmyra. 

1831. President James Monroe died in New York July 4. 

" University of the City of New York incorporated April 18. 
« Tariff Convention at New York, 500 delegates, Oct. 26. 

1832. Brooklyn and Jamaica Railroad incorpo rated April 25. 

" The Cholera breaks out in New York June 27, continued till Oct. ID-— upwards 
of 4,000 persons died. 

" tllica and Buffalo incorporated as cities. 

" Hudson River open to Albany Jan. 5. 

" Red Jacket., a eeloliraicd Si-m-t;;j eliief, died Jan. 20, near Buffalo. 
[833. William L. Maroy governor. 

" Chemung arid Crooked f.sike Clonal completed. 

" Chenango Canal commenced. 

" Grand Island sold by the Male to the East Boston Company. 
1S34. Rochester incorporated a city. 
1835. Great Fire in New York, seventeen millions won i: of property destroyed, 

Dec. 16. 
1S3G. State Lunatic Asylum at Utica, instituted March 30. 
Ir.'A'i. Wiiliam 11. Seward ifdVPl-iim'. 

" Wreck of tuo Mexico on Hempstead Beach Jan. 9. 

" Tunnel of the Ilariacm Railroad completed Oct. 26. 

14 Steamboat Caroline- at' Sahlosser burnt, ami piei'iii. : .(:!.ted on.'! flic Falls of Niagara 
by the British, Dec. 30. 
1838. General or Free Hanking Law passed April 18. 

" Banks of New York nut honied to t.u^r.wi. theii payments for one year, from 
May 16, 1837. 
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3838. English steam packets Great Western and Sirius arrive at New York, 
" Battle of Prescott, U. C, Nov. 13, " Canada patriots" captured. 

n [lie Rensselaer estate convene at ikriio, July 4, payment o 



refused : sheriff resisted : militarv t'urrt ':■ 
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" District School Libraries established by law, 

" Schooner Anitstad with ,"■! Africans taken near Mootank Point, Aug. 213. 
1640. Draw-bridge at Albany givea w B y, upwards of 20 lives lost, Aug 18. 
" Jesse Buel of Albany, an eniiiiimi :;yi-ic:nil urnl tviiier, rik'd at Daobniv, t"l. 

Oct. 6. 
" Steamboat Lexington liinril in Loin: Islaia! Son nd, Jan. 13. 
1541. Itiiilroiiil from lio-toii !o Albany I'Ciioptoted, 
" Alexander lllcl'.eod. of fjijier Canada, one of the party who burnt the stenm- 

boat Caroline, arrested, Jan 27. 
" Steam packet President -ails lor Liverpool, March II — never heard from. 
" First Washington Temperance- Meeting held in New York, five delegates from 

Baltimore. iiUcinli'd, Mirch 24. 
" Steamboat Eric burin on Lake Erie, Aug. 'J— about ISO persons perished. 
'■' Explosion of powiler at Syracuse, Ani=. 20--aboi.i- i>r> per.-ons killed. 

1842. Grand Croton celebration in New York, in October. , 

" Right Rev. John Dubois, Catholic Bishop of New York, died Dec. 20. 

1843. William C. Bouck, governor. 

" Land slide at Troy, ten or twelve buildings crushed and a number of persons 
killed, Feb. 17. 

" Grand State Agricultural Fair at Rochester, commenced, Sept. 19— thirty thou- 
sand persons supposed to be present. 

1844. Gen. Moritan l..c:wis, d 1m h flushed in many public cilices, (tied in New York, 

April 7th, aged 90. 
" Gen. James Wiuloivortli, one of the first settlers of the Gciiisre Country, died at 

Geneaeo, June 7th, aged 76. 
" Long Island Railroad (94 miles in extent) completed, July 18, 
" Great Agricultural f-'uir i>! I.'oniihliecpsio, Sept. 18. 
" Two persons killed by the Anti-renters in Rcurisi'laer Co., Dec. 20. 

1845. Silas Wright, governor. 

" Great Fire in New York, upwards of i!00 buildings burnt- -about six millions 
ivordeof properly destroyed, July 11). 

" Dep.ShcriffSteele murdered at. Andes, Delaware Co. by the Anti-Re nters, Aug. 7 

" Gov. Wright declares Delaware Co. to be in n state of insurrection. 

" J. Van Sternberg and E. O'Couuer, Anti-Reuters, received sentence ofdealh at 
Delhi, Oct. 11. 
184G. Len-i.-u>n, Niugura Co., made a port of entry, Jan. 17 

" Constitution revised and amended by a Convention. 
1847. John Young, Governor. 
184D. Hamilton Fish, Governor. 

" Mob at the Opera House, New York. 19 persons killed by the military, May 10. 

1850. Explosion in Hague street, New York. 07 persons killed, Feb. 4. 

1851. Washington Hum, Governor. 

" New York & Erie Railroad completed, at an expense of upwards of twenty 
millions of dollars. President Fillmore and suite arrived at Dunkirk, May 15. 
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